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HUNTING AND TRAPPING LAWS 
STATE OF MAINE 

1947
This pamphlet contains an abstract of the hunting 

and trapping laws as contained in the Biennial Re­
vision 1947 (Chapter 33 of the Revised Statutes 
1944).

Unless otherwise specified, the sections referred 
to in this book refer to Chapter 33 of the Revised 
Statutes 1944, Biennial Revision 1947.

The commissioner of inland fisheries and game is 
hereinafter designated as “ the commissioner.”

GEORGE J. STOBIE, Commissioner 
Augusta, Maine
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HUNTING AND TRAPPING LAWS 
STATE OF MAINE 

1947
Sec. 13. Keeping- of wild animals in captivity prohibited; 

exceptions; fees; care and treatment. It shall be unlawful 
for any person to keep any w ild  anim al in captiv ity  upon 
any street or highway, or upon land, public or private, a d ­
jo in in g  any street or h ighw ay or upon land public or pri­
vate, in the vicin ity  o f any com m ercial establishm ent, for 
exhibition, or the evident purpose o f attracting trade, or to 
have any wild anim al in his custody or control for such 
purpose, except that the com m issioner m ay grant perm its 
for “ roadside m enagerie.”  A pplications therefor shall be 
m ade on form s prepared and furnished by the com m is­
sioner. The applications shall show the nam e and address 
o f  the applicant, the location  or proposed location o f the 
roadside m enagerie, the approxim ate num ber and kinds o f 
w ild  anim als being or to be kept, space and m ethod of 
housing, and confinem ent m easures taken to protect the pub­
lic from  in jury by any w ild animal, and such further in ­
form ation as the com m issioner shall prescribe. E ach a p ­
plication shall be accom panied by a fee o f  $50.

Confining and keeping of wild birds and animals for ex­
hibition purposes along roadsides within Hancock county; 
prohibited. No person shall keep any w ild bird or wild an­
im al in confinem ent for exhibition purposes a long or near 
the sides o f any public road or w ay w ithin the county o f 
H ancock.

Guides.

Sec. 27. Guides shall he registered by commissioner; must 
furnish such information as commissioner requires. No per­
son shall engage in the business o f  guiding, either fo r  in­
land fishing or forest or shore hunting, until he has p ro ­
cured a certificate so to do from  the com m issioner. Each 
registered guide shall, from  tim e to time, as often as re­
quested by said com m issioner, forw ard, on blanks furnished 
him  by said com m issioner, a statem ent o f the number o f 
persons he has guided during the tim e called  fo r  in said 
statement, the num ber o f days he has been em ployed as a 
guide, and such other in form ation  relative to inland fish 
and game, forest fires, and the preservation o f the forests in 
the localities where he has guided, as the com m issioner m ay 
deem  of im portance to the state.
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Sec. 29. Applications for registration shall be made to the 
commissioner in writing; classification; fees; revocation of 
registration. An applicant for registration as a guide shall 
apply in w riting to the com m issioner, setting forth  in his 
application  w hether he desires to be registered as a

Class A or Class B gu ide; and the com m issioner may, upon 
sufficient proof as to his com petency, register such person as 
a Class A or Class B guide. No person shall he issued a 
Class A  guide's certificate unless he is physically, m entally 
and m orally capable o f  guiding and caring for a party any­
where in the forests or on the waters o f the state and said 
com m issioner m ay, at his discretion, prom ote or dem ote 
guides from  one class to another.

Guides may fish and hunt hy virtue of their guide’s license.
T,icense fee subject to change January 1, 1948.

A fee o f  $5 shall be paid annually for the registration o f a 
Class A guide and a fee o f  $4 shall be paid annually for a 
Class B guide. Non-residents m ay be so licensed upon p ay­
m ent o f a fee o f  $40.

Class A  Guide $ 7.50 Fees
Class B Guide 6.00 ?• after
N on-R esident Guide 50.00 J January 1, 1948

W henever a guide registered, as provided in this section, 
is charged  with having violated any of the inland fish and 
gam e laws, the com m issioner m ay suspend his certificate 
o f registration.

Sec. 32 (par. 7). No resident hunting or fishing license or 
com bination o f sam e shall be issued unless the applicant 
shall present a poll-tax  receipt from  the town where he re­
sided in the year im m ediately preceding the date o f the a p ­
plication, or the applicant exhibits a valid unexpired state 
o f  Maine m otor vehicle operator’ s license bearing the app li­
cant’s name, or the applicant must exhibit a certificate from  
the taxing authority that he was exem pted from  paying a 
poll-tax, or that the sam e has been abated, or that the ap ­
plicant is not required by law to pay a poll-tax.

Sec. 32. (par. 9). Indians to lmve free bunting, ti-apping 
and fishing. Indians over 18 years o f age o f  both the 
Passam aquoddy and P enobscot Tribes m ay procure a free 
license to hunt, trap and fish from  the com m issioner, 
through their respective Indian Agents. No person shall be 
considered an Indian unless his fa ther and m other were 
Indians.

Hunting and Trapping. Definitions.
Sec. 58. Hunting, alien, jack-light, trapping, resident, and 

game management, defined. In addition to the definition of 
words and term s m entioned in this chapter, are the fo llow ­
ing:

I. “ H unting”  m eans to hunt for, pursue, catch, take, kill, 
wound or destroy w ild  birds and w ild animals.
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II. For the purpose o f  this chapter, all aliens shall be 
classified as non-residents. Any alien w ho has resided in 
this state continuously fo r  2 year and in addition thereto is 
assessed and pays taxes on real estate in the m unicipality 
in w hich he resides, m ay purchase any resident license is­
sued under the provision o f this chapter.

III. “ J ack -lig h t”  m eans any artificial light used w hile 
hunting, except lights used and perm itted under the prov i­
sions o f subsection IV  o f section 97.

IV. The w ords “ to trap”  shall m ean to trap fo r  w ild 
animals, or the act o f trapping or attending to traps.

V. A ny citizen o f the United States shall be eligib le for 
any resident license required under the provisions o f this 
chapter, providing such person is dom iciled  in Maine with 
the intention to reside here, and who has resided in this 
state during the 3 m onths next prior to the date an a p p li­
cation is filed for any license under the provisions o f  this 
chapter.

Sec. 63. H unting licenses fo r  residents and non-residents; 
fees therefor. Subject to  change Jan. 1st, 1948.

H unting Licenses, Resident (over 18 years) $ 1.15
*$2.25

Combination, H unting and F ish ing 2.15
*$4.25

H unting Licenses, N on-R esident;

Deer License 15.15
(includes sm all G am e) *$20.25

A ll species o f  gam e except deer 10.15
*$10.25

Junior: A ll species o f  gam e except deer 2.15
(under 16 years) *$5.25

D uplicate licenses to replace those lost or destroyed .25 
(A pplication  m ust be m ade to com m issioner)

Transportation License for residents (perm its holder
to ship deer beyond lim its o f this state) 10.15

*$20.25
•Fees as o f January 1, 1948.

No person shall hunt or have in his possession any wild 
bird or anim al except in accordance with the follow ing p ro ­
visions:

I. A ny resident and m em bers o f his im m ediate fam ily  
m ay hunt w ithout a license on land to which he or she is 
legally  entitled to possession, and on w hich he or she is 
actually dom iciled  and w hich land is used exclusively for 
agricultural purposes.



II. No resident shall hunt or have in his possession any 
wild bird or w ild  anim al w ithout first having procured from  
the com m issioner or his authorized agent a written license 
which shall be kept upon the person while hunting or trans­
porting such birds and animals, and which shall be exh ib­
ited to any warden, em ployee o f this departm ent, or guide, 
upon request.

F or the purpose o f  issuing licenses, the clerks o f all towns 
are authorized agents. The com m issioner m ay appoint ad­
ditional agents.

The license shall be issued to a resident by the clerk of 
the town in w hich the applicant resides, or if dom iciled  in 
an unorganized territory, then by the clerk  o f the nearest 
town, upon paym ent o f  a fee o f $1.15, o f whidh 15c shall be 
retained by the town clerk. The com m issioner m ay appoint 
agents in unorganized towns for the purpose o f issuing resi­
dent hunting licenses to the residents dom iciled  in that un­
organized town.

A com bination o f hunting and fishing license m ay be is­
sued on paym ent o f $2.15, 15c to be retained by the town 
clerk.

The governor m ay issue com plim entary fishing and hunt­
ing licenses to m em bers o f the Canadian Im m igration  and 
Customs Forces serving a long the Maine border.

III. No non-resident or alien shall hunt or have in his 
possession any w ild bird, anim al, or parts thereof w ithout 
first having procured from  the com m issioner or his author­
ized agent a written license w hich  shall be kept upon the 
person while hunting or transporting such birds and an i­
mals. and w hich shall be exhibited upon request to any 
warden, em ployee of this departm ent, or guide.

N on-resident hunting licenses shall be o f  2 classes: one
class shall be issued upon the paym ent o f $10.15, which will 
license tli'e holder to hunt w ild birds or anim als during the 
open season therefor, except deer; the other class shall be 
issued upon the paym ent o f  $15.15, which will entitle the 
holder to hunt w ild birds and anim als including deer during 
the open season therefor. The agent issuing the license 
shall be allow ed to retain 15c from  the license fee.

IV . E ach license shall expire at m idnight Decem ber 31st 
o f  the calendar year for w hich  it is issued. Incenses m ay be 
issued prior to the date upon which such license m ay be in 
force. A pplication blanks and licenses shall be furnished by 
the com m issioner in such form  as he shall designate.

Each agent shall forw ard to the com m issioner on the 1st 
day o f each calendar m onth all o f the funds collected  by 
him  during the previous calendar m onth, together w ith a 
list o f the persons and the kind o f licenses issued to them. 
The funds received by the com m issioner shall be deposited 
in the state treasury. E ach agent shall be entitled to re­
tain the sum o f 15c for each license issued.
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V. The funds collected  by agents and the com m issioner 
shall constitute a fund to be expended under the direction 
o f the com m issioner for the propagation  and protection  of 
w ild birds, fish and anim als. The fund shall not lapse from  
year to year but any funds collected, in any one year m ay 
be used for that year and any succeeding year for said pur­
poses.

VI. A ny non-resident between the ages o f  12 and 16 years 
m ay buy a jun ior non-resident hunting license entitling him  
to hunt w ild birds and anim als during the open season 
therefor, except deer, upon paym ent o f  $2.15 providing the 
application  is accom panied by the w ritten consent o f his 
or her parent or guardian.

Any resident between the ages of 12 and 18 years m ay 
hunt w ith firearms without a license if accom panied at all 
tim es by a parent or guardian while in the fields or forests 
or on the waters or ice o f the state. Any resident between 
the ages o f 12 and 18 years m ay procure a license to hunt 
w ith firearms by filing w ith  the clerk issuing the license 
the w ritten consent o f his parent or guardian.

V II. A ny person obtaining a license through fraud, m is­
statem ent or m isrepresentation shall be sub ject to the pen­
alties set forth  in section 119.

V III. Failure to produce such license w ithin a reasonable 
tim e when requested by any authorized person shall be 
prim a facie  evidence o f a violation  of this section.

Sec. 32. V III. A  perm it to hunt and fish shall be issued 
free o f charge to a veteran, w ho has not been dishonorably 
discharged in W orld  W ar II from  the arm ed forces  o f  the 
United States o f  A m erica, by the clerk  of the town in which 
he or she resides, or if he or she is dom iciled  in an unor­
ganized place, then by the clerk o f the nearest town. Such 
perm its shall be valid for a period o f 2 years from  the date 
o f discharge o f such veteran or for a period o f 2 years 
from  the official declaration  o f the term ination o f W orld  
W ar II by the United States Governm ent, w h ichever is the 
later date. H olders o f such perm its shall be sub ject to all 
the laws o f the state and the rules and regulations of the 
com m issioner regulating hunting and fishing; and for v io ­
lations o f said laws and regulations, such perm it shall be 
revoked in the sam e m anner as provided in this chapter fop 
the revocation  o f hunting and fishing licenses.

Such perm its shall be issued only to veterans legally resi­
dent in Maine on July 1, 1947 and all such perm its shall ex­
pire on Decem ber 31, 1948. During the duration o f W orld  
W ar II such free hunting and fishing perm its shall be is­
sued to residents o f Maine in the arm ed forces o f the 
United States o f A m erica  w ho are on furlough.

Sec. 59. Trapping licenses; fees.

Resident trapping license, state wide, $10.00 annually
(including beaver)

7



Resident trapping license, in organized
territory, 5.00 annually

Fee for sealing and stam ping o f each 
beaver skin by w arde;. supervisor, 2.00 “

N on-resident trapping license, 50.00

Alien trapping license, 50.00

A ny resident w ho traps for any wild anim al except rabbits 
shall annually procure a license therefor from  the com m is­
sioner.

A ny resident under 16 years o f age m ay trap for any fu r­
bearing anim al, except beaver, in the organized cities, towns 
or plantations without a trapping license; in unorganized 
townships a license is required.

A ny resident o f  any age w ho traps for beaver or any wild 
anim al, except as above, must be licensed.

A ny resident, or a m em ber o f his im m ediate fam ily  m ay 
hunt or trap for wild animals, (except beaver) on land 
w hich he is legally entitled to possess, on w hich he is actu ­
ally dom iciled, w ithin the lim its o f an organized township, 
and w hich land is used exclusively for agricultural pur­
poses, w ithout a license.

W hoever traps for any w ild  anim al in violation o f any 
provision o f this section, or whoever fa ils  to file the annual 
report required by this section, or w hoever has in possession 
at any tim e any fur-bearing anim al, or part thereof, taken 
in violation  of any provision of this section, shall be subject 
to the penalties o f section 119 o f this chapter.

Any perspn w ho has been found gu ilty by the court of 
breaking and entering, or o f  larceny, shall not be eligible 
thereafter to obtain a trapper’s license.

Sec. 48. The commissioner may issue a permit to any li­
censed trapper to take not more than 20 pounds of eels an­
nually for use in baiting traps.

Sec. 64. Hunting and fishing licenses; revocation of. The
com m issioner shall revoke the license, for 1 year from  the 
date o f conviction, issued to a person to carry on the par­
ticular activ ity  in which he was engaged at the tim e o f the 
violation  o f sections 13 41, 44, 61, 62, 66, 67, 68, 69, 71, 80, 
81. 82, 83, 85, 89, 100, 105 and 106.

On conviction  o f any person hold ing a license or licenses 
issued under the provisions of this chapter o f the violation 
o f any of the sections o f this chapter not hereinbefore m en­
tioned, or o f any rules or regulations o f the com m issioner, 
the com m issioner m ay revoke any license or licenses held by
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such person for a period o f not less than 3 m onths nor m ore 
than 1 year from  the date when notified o f  said conviction  
as hereinafter provided.

A ny person w hose license or licenses has been revoked 
under the provisions o f  the 2nd paragraph o f this section 
m ay request a hearing by the com m issioner, at w h ich  hear­
ing all the fa cts  concerning the violation  shall be presented 
and the license or licenses m ay be reinstated.

The com m issioner m ay suspend any or all licenses held by 
any person w ho has appealed from  a sentence im posed upon 
an a lleged violation  o f the provisions o f  this chapter or of 
any rules and regulations adopted by the com m issioner pur­
suant hereto.

I f  at the tim e o f com m itting  a v iolation  o f any o f the 
provisions o f this chapter, the offender shall not be the 
holder o f  a license or licenses to conduct the particular 
activ ity  in w hich  he was engaged at the tim e o f such v io ­
lation, the com m issioner shall not issue any license to said 
person until 1 year has elapsed from  the date o f  final d e ­
term ination o f any com plaint or legal proceedings instituted; 
as a result o f  the violation.

A  conviction  o f a 2nd violation  o f any o f the provisions of- 
this chapter or a violation  o f any o f the rules and regula­
tions o f  the com m issioner shall require the com m issioner to. 
revoke the license or licenses o f  such offender for a period 
o f 2 years from  the date o f  the final conviction  o f the a l­
leged violation .

Trial justices, judges or recorders o f m unicipal courts, and- 
clerks o f superior courts, upon conviction  o f any person for 
violation o f any o f the provisions o f  this chapter, shall im ­
m ediately  forw ard  to the com m issioner o f  inland fisheries; 
and gam e a transcript o f the records o f  said proceedings, 
with a record o f any appeal entered on any judgm ent or 
sentence o f  said court, together w ith the license or licenses 
o f  the offender.

Sec. 65. Hunting while intoxicated or under the influence 
or drugs prohibited; prima facie evidence of hunting in vio­
lation of law; penalty. No person shall hunt w hile under 
the influence o f  in toxicating liquor or drugs. The posses­
sion o f any firearms in the fields or forests or on the waters 
or ice in the state by any person w hile under the influence 
o f in toxicating liquor or drugs shall be prim a facie evidence 
that the possessor was hunting in violation o f law. W h o­
ever violates any provision o f this section shall, upon con ­
viction, be punished by a fine o f  not less than $10, nor m ore 
than $300, or by im prisonm ent for not less than 30 days, 
nor m ore than 6 m onths.

Sec. 66. Sunday closed to hunting of birds and animals.
It shall be unlawful to hunt on Sunday.

Sec. 67. Night hunting prohibited; exception. It shall be 
unlawful to hunt w ild  birds in this state from  sunset to % 
hour before sunrise o f  the fo llow in g  m orning.
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It shall be un law fu l to hunt w ild  anim als from  % hour 
a fter sunset until % hour before sunrise o f  the fo llow ing 
m orning, except skunks and raccoons, as provided in section 
97. F or the purpose of this section, the tim e shall be that 
w hich  is recognized as legal in the state o f  Maine.

No person shall have in his possession at any tim e any 
w ild  bird or w ild  anim al, or part thereof, taken in violation 
o f the provisions o f  this section except as provided in sec­
tion 97. A ny person con victed  o f a violation  under the 
provisions o f this section shall be punished fo r  the 1st o f ­
fense by a fine o f not less than $100 and costs, nor m ore 
than $200 and costs, w hich fine and costs shall not be sus­
pended, and an additional penalty o f not m ore than 30 days 
in ja il, at the discretion o f the cou rt; and fo r  a 2nd or sub­
sequent offense, by a fine o f  not less than $200 and costs, 
nor m ore than $400 and costs, which fine and costs shall 
not be suspended, and an additional penalty o f not m ore 
than 60 days in ja il, at the discretion o f the court.

For daily time limits on Migratory Game Birds consult 
regulations of the Fish and Wildlife Service.

Sec. 68. Hunting from automobiles prohibited. It shall 
be unlawful fo r  any person to hunt any w ild  bird or w ild 
anim al at any tim e from  an autom obile, or by aid or use o f 
any light or lights carried thereon, therein or attached 
thereto. It shall be unlaw ful for any person to have in 
possession, at any tim e, any w ild bird or w ild anim al, or 
part thereof, taken in violation  o f any provision o f this sec­
tion. No person excepting a law  enforcem ent officer while 
in the line o f  duty shall have a loaded rifle or loaded shot­
gun or a  gun with a cartridge in the m agazine thereof in 
or on any m otor vehicle.

Sec. 69. Hunting from railways prohibited. It shall be 
unlawful fo r  any person to hunt any w ild bird or w ild  an i­
m al at ajiy tim e, from  a hand car, flat car, or any other 
car or veh icle  m oving along rails under its own power, or 
draw n along rails by an engine; or by aid or use o f any 
light or lights carried  thereon or attached thereto. It shall 
be unlaw ful fo r  any person to have in possession, at any 
time, any w ild  bird or w ild anim al, or part thereof, taken 
in violation  o f any provision o f this section. No person shall 
have a rifle or shotgun, either loaded or with a cartridge in 
the m agazine thereof, in or on a hand car, flat car, or any 
other car or veh icle  m oving along rails under its own pow ­
er, or drawn along rails by an engine.

Sec. 70. Vehicles required to stop upon signal. It shall 
be unlaw ful fo r  the operator o f  any m otor veh icle to fa il or 
refuse to stop any such vehicle or conveyance o f any kind 
upon request or signal o f any officer whose duty it is to en­
force  the gam e laws w hen such officer is in uniform .

Sec. 71. Use of silencers on firearms prohibited; use of 
firearms regulated; non-combustible wads. No person shall 
sell, offer fo r  sale, use or have in his possession any gun, 
pistol, or other firearms, fitted or con trived  w ith  any device
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for deadening' the sound o f explosion. W hoever violates any 
provision o f this section shall fo rfe it  such firearm  or fire­
arm s and the device or silencer, and shall further be sub­
je c t  to the penalties o f  section 119. A ny sheriff, deputy 
sheriff, constable or warden m ay seize any firearm and any 
device or silencer found in possession o f any person in v io ­
lation o f the provisions o f  this section, and on conviction  of 
the party from  w hom  such firearm  is seized, such firearm  
shall be sold and the proceeds paid to the treasurer o f  state, 
and the device or silencer shall be destroyed. This section 
does not app ly to m ilitary organizations authorized by law 
to bear arm s, or to the national guard in the perform ance 
o f its duty.

No person shall use fo r  hunting, or have in his possession 
at any tim e in the fields and forests or on the waters o f  the 
state, any autom atic firearm, or any firearm  that has been 
converted to an autom atic type, or any firearm  w hich  has 
bu ilt-in  m echanical adjustm ent w h ich  w ill perm it it to fun c­
tion as an autom atic arm.

No person shall use for hunting or have in his possession 
at any tim e in the fields and forests or on the w aters o f  the 
state any auto-loading firearm  having a m agazine capacity  
o f m ore than 5 cartridges. A ll auto-load ing  firearm s having 
a m agazine capacity  in excess o f  5 cartridges shall have the 
m agazine perm anently a ltered so as to contain not m ore 
than 5 cartridges before it m ay be used in this state. It 
shall be unlaw ful fo r  any person to use cartridges con ta in ­
ing tracer bullets or cartridges containing explosive bullets.

An autom atic firearm  shall be defined as one that will 
continue to fire as long as the trigger is held  back.

A n auto-load ing  firearm  shall be defined as one that re­
loads itself a fter each shot, and requires that the trigger be 
pulled fo r  each shot.

No part o f the 2nd or 3rd paragraph o f this section shall 
apply to  firearms used by any law enforcem ent agency in 
this state. The 3rd paragraph shall not apply to firearms 
using the .22 cal. rim  fire cartridges, or to any auto-loading 
pistol having a  barrel less than 8 inches in length.

A ll persons engaged in hunting gam e on any o f the w ood ­
lands within any town or un incorporated p lace in this state 
shall use non-com bustible w ads in the loading o f firearm s 
used by them.

Sec. 61. Use of snares; guns set on swivels, or poison, 
forbidden; traps to be labeled; bear traps to be enclosed in 
huts; partridge or grouse as bait prohibited. No person 
shall set a snare or a sw ivel p ivot or set gun, or use or 
deposit any poisonous or stupefying substance fo r  any w ild  
anim al, or use in any m anner as a bait fo r  trapping any 
partridge, grouse or pheasant, or parts thereof. A ny snare 
or swivel, p ivot or set gun, or poisonous substance, and any 
w ild  anim al taken by use o f the same, shall be forfe ited  to 
the state.
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No person shall advertise or give notice o f the sale, or 
keeping for sale, o f any snare or swivel, p ivot or set gun, or 
poisonous substance fo r  the tak ing o f  w ild  anim als or w ild 
birds.

No person shall set any trap for any w ild anim al w ithout 
having the trap plainly labeled with his full nam e and ad­
dress, and he shall forfe it to the state the trap or traps not 
so m arked and any w ild anim al found therein ; provided fu r ­
ther, that no person shall set a bear trap unless the sam e is 
enclosed in a hut, so called, or by at least 2 strands o f 
barbed wire, one 4 and one 5 feet from  the ground, said 
wire to be securely held in position and to be not less than 
5 yards at any point from  the enclosed trap.

It shall be unlawful fo r  any person to take any fur-bear­
ing anim al from  any trap other than his own w ithout the 
consent o f the ow ner o f such trap.

Sec. 62. Poisons shall not be used for purposes of killing 
anim als. W hoever for the purpose o f killing wolves, foxes, 
dogs, or other anim als, and not for the destruction o f in­
sects or verm in in a building, leaves or deposits in any place 
any poison or poisonous substance shall be subject to the 
penalties o f section 119. The com m issioner m ay, however, 
grant perm its to  agents o f  the Federal Fish and W ild life  
Service and to fru it growers to use poisons in the destruc­
tion o f rodents. W hoever violates any o f the provisions o f 
this section shall be punished by a fine o f  not less than 
$200, nor m ore than $300, and costs, or by im prisonm ent 
fo r  not m ore than 90 days, or by both such fine and im ­
prisonm ent.

Sec. 60. Traps shall be visited every 24 hours; exception.
A ny person trapping in any organized or incorporated place 
shall visit each trap or cause the same to be visited at least 
once in every calendar day Including Sunday, except beaver 
sets, so called, and rem ove therefrom  or cause to be re­
m oved any anim al found caught therein. No person shall 
trap on or in any organized or incorporated place, or in any 
unorganized place on the cultivated or pasture area o f land 
that is used fo r  agricultural purposes, and on which land 
there is an occupied dwelling, or w ithin 200 yards o f  any 
occupied dwelling, without first obtaining the written con ­
sent o f the owner or occupant o f the land on w hich said
trap is to  be set. It shall be the duty o f the land owner
or occupant to prove his ownership or occupancy o f the land
in question before any prosecution is m ade under this par­
ticular part o f  this section.

No person shall trap outside his own land, w ithin fa a 
m ile o f  the com pact built-up portion o f any city  or village, 
except by the use o f  w ater-sets, so called, for m ink and
m uskrat. A  w ater-set shall be a trap so set that it shall
be com pletely  covered by water at all times. P rovided fur­
ther, that any person w ho has a written perm it from  the
land owner m ay trap only with w ater-sets, so called, within 
fa m ile o f  the built-up section o f any city  or village.
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Sec. 72. Kindling: of fires by non-residents, regulated.
Non-residents shall not kindle tires upon any unorganized 
township, w hile engaged in cam ping, fishing or hunting from  
May 1st to N ovem ber 30th, inclusive, w ithout being in 
charge o f a registered guide except at public cam p sites 
m aintained by the forestry departm ent. No guide shall be 
em ployed by m ore than three non-residents w hile hunting 
at the sam e time.

See. 73. Walls and fences shall not be destroyed, nor 
gates left open by hunters; penalty. No person shall tear 
down or destroy any fence or wall, or leave open any gate 
or bars, or tram ple or destroy any crop on the land o f an­
other person, while taking, trapping, hunting or pursuing 
any w ild animal, w ild bird or fish. And in addition to the 
penalties o f  section 119, the com m issioner shall have au­
thority to revoke and forfe it  the hunting or fishing license 
o f  the person so doing.

Sec. 74. W ild birds or wild animals shall not be imported 
without written permission of commissioner. No person 
shall introduce or im port any w ild bird or wild anim al, or 
part thereof, o f  any kind or species into the state, or re­
ceive or have in possession such wild bird or w ild anim al, 
or part thereof, so introduced or im ported, w ithout written 
perm ission o f the com m issioner.

Sec. 75. Federal regulations on migratory game birds to 
govern 1945, c. 158; open season on pheasants. No person 
shall hunt or have in his possession any eagle, H ungarian 
partridge or capercailzie, cock  o f the woods, or any black  
game.

There shall be a closed season on partridge or grouse and 
pheasant from  N ovem ber 16th to Septem ber 30th o f the fo l­
low ing year, both days inclusive, and no person shall, dur­
ing the open season, have in possession in any 1 day m ore 
than 4 partridges, or 2 pheasants or not m ore than 4 part­
ridge and pheasants in the aggregate, or in any 1 open sea­
son fo r  partridge or grouse m ore than 25 partridge or 12 
pheasants; nor shall any person at any tim e buy or sell any 
partridge or grouse or pheasant.

There shall be an annual open season on w aterfow l as 
fo llow s: In all that portion o f the state lying w esterly and 
northerly o f  route No. 1, during such period as is denom ­
inated in the Federal M igratory Bird Treaty A ct as open 
season in the N orthern Zone, and in all that portion o f the 
state lying easterly and southerly o f  route No. 1, during 
such period as is denom inated in the Federal M igratory 
Bird Treaty A ct as open season in the Interm ediate Zone.

There shall be an annual open season on w ood cock  from  
October 1st to O ctober 31st, both days inclusive, and during 
the open season no person shall take or kill m ore than 4 
w oodcock  in any one day or have m ore than 8 in possession 
at any one tim e.

E xcept as provided in this section it shall be unlawful for 
any person to hunt, capture, kill, take, possess, buy or sell
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any m igratory gam e bird at any tim e; but it shall not be 
deem ed to be a violation o f this chapter to hunt, capture, 
kill, take, possess, buy or sell any m igratory gam e bird or 
part thereof at the times, in the m anner and numbers, and 
by the means specifically perm itted by regulations adopted 
and approved pursuant to the provisions o f the Federal Mi­
gratory  B ird  Treaty A ct (A ct o f Congress approved July 3, 
1918).

Sec. 7G. Field trials permitted for bird dogs or coon dogs.
It shall be law ful to hold  bird dog  or coon dog  field trials at 
any tim e. D uring the field trials perm itted in this section, 
no person shall use any firearm other than a pistol loaded 
w ith blank am m unition.

Sec. 77. Nets, traps, snares and guns larger than 10- 
gauge shall not be used. No person shall hunt with a net. 
trap, snare or con trivance other than the usual m ethod o f 
shooting w ith a firearm not larger than num ber 10-gauge, 
any bird o f any variety protected  by law. A ny prohibited 
im plem ents or devices used in violation of the provisions of 
this section shall be forfe ited  to the state.

Sec. 78. Use of pole traps regulated; penalty. It shall be 
unlaw ful fo r  any person to set or use any steel trap on the 
top o f a pole, constituting a device com m only know n as a 
"p o le  trap”  for the purpose o f  ca tch ing  any w ild bird, w ith ­
out a written perm it from  the com m issioner; such perm it to 
be issued only when found by the com m issioner to be neces­
sary fo r  the protection  o f poultry, gam e birds or gam e fish, 
w here raised by a private individual or by the state. W h o­
ever violates any o f the provisions o f  this section shall be 
punished by a fine o f not m ore than $300 and costs, or by 
im prisonm ent for not m ore than 90 days, or by both such 
fine and im prisonm ent.

Sec. 80. Use of power-boats in hunting waterfowl pro­
hibited; decoys and blinds in Merrymeeting bay. 1945, c.
256. No person shall at any time hunt any sea birds, duck 
or waterfotvl in any inland or tidal waters o f  the state from  
an autom obile, airplane, pow er-boat, sailboat, any boat 
under sail, any floating device towed by a pow er-boat or 
any boat propelled  by a m otor attached in any m anner.

The provisions o f this and the 3 fo llow ing paragraphs 
shall apply to the w aters o f K ennebec river, know n as 
M errym eeting bay, bounded as fo llow s; from  the high ten­
sion wires at Chop’s Point to the first dam  on the A ndro­
scoggin  river, to the first road bridge on the Muddy, 
Cathance, A bbagadassett and Eastern rivers, and the R ich - 
m ond-D resden toll bridge on the Kennebec river, being in 
the counties o f  Cum berland, Sagadahoc and Lincoln.

No artificial cover w hich is term ed stationary blind, or 
parts thereof, used for hunting purposes, shall be left or 
allow ed to rem ain in the w aters o f M errym eeting bay, as 
described above, between 1 hour a fter legal shooting tim e 
and 1 hour before legal shooting time.
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No duck decoys shall be a llow ed to rem ain In w aters of 
Merrymeeting- bay from  1 hour a fter legal shooting tim e 
until 1 hour before legal shooting time.

All regulations regarding seasons, live decoys, bag lim its 
and shooting hours shall con form  to the regulations issued 
by the United States Fish and W ild life  Service.

Sec. 79. Other than game birds protected; “ game birds”  
and “ migratory game birds” defined. No person shall have 
in his possession living or dead any w ild  bird other than a 
gam e bird or a m igratory gam e bird. No part o f  the plum - 
m age, skin or body o f any bird protected  by this section 
shall be sold or had in possession for sale. Nor shall any 
person take or needlessly destroy the nest or eggs o f  any 
w ild  bird, nor have such nest or eggs in possession. The 
English or European house sparrow, the com m on crow, the 
hawks, owls, and kingfishers are not included am ong the 
birds therein protected ; and fo r  the purpose o f this chapter 
the partridge, grouse and pheasant, only, shall be consid­
ered gam e birds, and the follow ing, only, shall be con sid ­
ered m igratory  gam e birds: anatidae or w aterfow l, includ­
ing brant, w ild ducks, geese and swans; gruidae or cranes, 
including little  brown, sandhill, and w hooping cranes; ralli- 
dae or rails, including coots, gallinules, and sora and other 
rails; lim icolae or shorebirds, including avocets, curlew, 
dowitchers, godw its, knots, oyster catchers, phalaropes, 
plovers, sandpipers, snipe, stilts, surf birds, turnstones, 
willet, w ood cock  and yellow legs; colum bidae or pigeons, in­
cluding doves and w ild  pigeons. N oth ing in this section, 
however, shall be construed to a ffect in any w ay the pro­
tection o f gam e birds or m igratory gam e birds as provided 
in section 75.

Sec. 81. Hunting of moose and caribou prohibited. No
person shall hunt, kill or have in his possession any caribou 
or m oose, or parts thereof, w h ich  shall have been taken 
within the territoria l lim its o f the state.

Sec. 82. Closed time on deer in certain counties. There 
shall be an annual open season on deer during the m onth 
o f N ovem ber in each calendar year in the counties o f 
A ndroscoggin , Cum berland, H ancock , Kennebec, K nox. L in ­
coln, Sagadahoc, W aldo, W ashington and York. A ll the rest 
o f the calendar year before and after the open season shall 
be a closed season on deer.

There shall be an open season on deer in each calendar 
year beginning the 21st day o f O ctober and ending the 30th 
day o f Novem ber, both dates ine.usive, in the counties o f 
A roostook, Penobscot, Somerset, Piscataquis, Franklin and 
O xford. A ll o f the rest o f  the calendar year, either before 
or a fter the open season, shall be a closed season on deer in 
these counties.

There shall be a continual closed season on deer on the 
island o f Mount Desert, and in the town o f Deer Isle, and 
in the town o f Stonington, and fo r  a period o f 2 years in
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the town o f Swan’ s Island, w hich  last m entioned towns are 
In the county o f H ancock, and on Cross Island and Scotch 
Island, w hich  last m entioned place is in W ashington coun­
ty, and on the Isle au Haut, w hich last m entioned island is 
in the county o f Knox, and on Swan Island, w hich last 
m entioned place is in the county o f Sagadahoc, and in gam e 
sanctuaries w hich  have been established by law  w here the 
closed season shall be perpetual.

There shall be a continual closed season on deer In the 
town o f Islesboro, located in the county o f W aldo, until 
July 1st, 1949.

During the closed seasons, except as hereinafter provided, 
it shall be unlaw ful to hunt any deer or have in possession 
any part thereof; and except as hereinafter provided, no 
person shall have in possession m ore than one deer or part 
thereof during any open season.

A  person law fu lly  killing a deer during the open season 
m ay have the sam e in his possession during a closed season 
providing the deer has been properly registered in accord ­
ance with the provisions o f section 88.

A ny person convicted of v io latin g  any o f the provisions of 
this section shall be punished by a fine o f  not less than $50 
w hich  shall not be suspended.

Sec. 83. Homing or driving deer prohibited. It shall be 
unlawful to drive deer by use o f horns, whistles, or other 
noise-m aking devices. It shall also be unlawful for any per­
son to hunt deer a fter he has killed  one during the open 
season o f that calendar year.

Sec. 83-A. Use of airplane in driving wild birds or ani­
mals, prohibited; penalty. No person shall use an airplane 
in driving or m olesting any w ild birds or anim als.

Any person convicted o f v iolating any provision o f this 
section shall be punished by a fine o f  not less than $50 and 
not m ore than $300.

Sec. 84. Crop and orchard damage. I. (1945, c. 316.
8 1) A ny person m ay take on land owned or occupied by 
him  deer w hich he can prove was in the act o f doing sub­
stantial dam age to a fru it tree or a crop, except grass; and 
he m ay authorize a m em ber o f his fam ily  or a person em ­
ployed by him  to take such deer. A  person by whom , or 
under whose direction, such deer is wounded or k illed shall 
w ithin 12 hours report all the facts relative to such act. in 
w riting signed by him, to  a flsh and gam e warden. Such 
report shall state the tim e and place o f such w ounding or 
killing and the am ount o f  dam age done by the deer. A  per­
son who k ills such deer shall im m ediately properly dress 
the carcass or carcasses and care fo r  the meat. The flsh 
and gam e warden shall im m ediately investigate the case 
and if he is satisfied that the deer was taken as herein
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provided, he shall g ive the person a certificate o f his find­
ing in the m atter. Such certificate shall entitle such per­
son to the ownership o f  the carcass or carcasses.

II. The cu ltivator o f  any orchard or grow ing crop, ex­
cept grass, or the owner, m ortgagee or keeper o f  said crops 
or orchard, m ay kill deer or other protected  w ild  animals, 
except beaver, or birds, found doing dam age as provided in 
paragraph I. Said cu ltivator, owner, m ortgagee or keeper 
shall within 12 hours m ake the report as provided in para­
graph I and shall dress the carcass, or carcasses, and care 
for the m eat as provided in said paragraph I. The fish and 
gam e warden shall im m ediately investigate the case, and, if 
he is satisfied that the deer w as taken as herein provided, 
he shall give said cultivator, owner, m ortgagee or keeper a 
certificate o f  his finding in the m atter. Such certificate shall 
entitle said cu ltivator, owner, m ortgagee or keeper to the 
ownership o f the carcass or carcasses.

The owner, or occupier o f land, m entioned in paragraph I 
o f this section or the cu ltivator, owner, m ortgagee or keep ­
er, m entioned in paragraph II o f this section shall w ithin 3 
days a fter he discovers there is dam age being done to said 
fru it tree, orchard or grow ing crop except grass, by  deer or 
other protected anim als, or birds, report the sam e in w rit­
ing to the com m issioner o f  inland fisheries and gam e either 
d irectly  or to the inland fish and gam e warden in whose 
district said crop, or fruit tree, or orchard, is being dam ­
aged. Said com m issioner shall thereupon cause to  be m ade 
such investigation as is necesshry to determ ine the facts, 
and, if  he finds that dam age has been done as alleged, he 
shall authorize paym ent for said dam age.

III. It shall be unlawful to p lace salt or any other bait 
or food  in any place for the purpose o f  enticing deer thereto.

IV . A ny dead deer found not having a tag  attached 
thereto identify ing the ow ner thereof shall be the property 
o f the state and shall be seized by the first warden who 
finds said carcass, to be disposed o f by direction  o f  the 
com m issioner.

V. (1945, c. 316, § 2) W henever the com m issioner deems 
it im possible to  keep deer from  doing  dam age to young or­
chards, he m ay enter into an agreem ent w ith the owner o f 
such orchard w hereby the departm ent w ill assum e % the 
cost o f  fen cin g  such orchard.

Sec. 85. Use of dogs, lights, snares, traps, etc., prohibited.
It shall be unlaw ful to use a dog  fo r  the hunting o f deer, 
caribou or m oose. It shall be unlaw ful to use an artificial 
light, snare, trap, swivel, p ivot or set gun fo r  the hunting 
and k illing o f any deer, caribou or m oose.
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No person shall have in his possession at any tim e any 
spear, traw l or net, except such as are authorized fo r  the 
tak ing o f suckers, eels, hornpouts and yellow  perch , as pro­
vided in section 44, in any lodge or p lace of resort fo r  hunt­
ers or fishermen or in its im m ediate vicin ity, or on any of 
the lakes, rivers or stream s o f the state, or in their im m e­
diate vicin ity , in the inland territory o f the state.

N oth ing in this section shall be construed as a ffectin g or 
restricting the legitim ate possession and sale o f  flash-lights.

Sec. 86. Dogs shall be killed for hunting moose, caribou, 
deer or elk, or worrying domestic animals. It is unlawful 
for any dog  to hunt, chase, kill, wound or pursue any 
m oose, caribou, deer or elk or any other w ild anim al in 
closed season and no person shall perm it any dog  owned by 
him  to hunt, chase, kill, wound or pursue any moose, cari­
bou, deer or elk at any tim e or any other w ild anim al in
closed season.

A ny officer m ay kill any d og  w hich  he finds in the act o f 
hunting, chasing, k illing, w ounding or pursuing any moose, 
caribou, deer or elk at any time, or any other w ild  anim al 
in closed season or w orrying, w ounding or k illing any d o ­
m estic animal, when said d og  is outside o f the enclosure or 
im m ediate care o f its owner or keeper.

A ny person having evidence o f  any dog, hunting, chasing, 
killing, w ounding or pursuing m oose, caribou, deer or elk at 
any tim e or any other w ild  anim al in closed season m ay
present said evidence to the com m issioner o f  inland fish­
eries and gam e or any gam e warden w ho shall g ive notice 
in w riting to the owner or keeper o f  said d og  stating the 
acts com m itted by said dog. The owner or keeper o f  any 
dog  so notified shall not perm it any dog  m entioned in said 
notice to leave the im m ediate control o f said owner or 
keeper under the penalty as provided in section 119. A fter 
the owner o f the dog  has received written notice that his 
dog  has com m itted any act prohibited by this section, it 
shall be law ful for anyone to kill the dog  when found com ­
m itting any o f  the acts prohibited herein.

A ny owner o f  sheep or poultry, or any m em ber o f his 
fam ily, or any person to w hom  is entrusted the custody of 
any sheep or enclosed poultry, shall have a right to kill 
any dog k illing or attack ing any o f said sheep or enclosed 
poultry.

Any person having any evidence o f  any dog  hunting, 
chasing, killing, w ounding; or pursuing any m oose, caribou, 
deer or elk, or any other w ild anim al in closed season, or o f 
any dog  kept and used for the purpose, or o f  any dog 
wounding, killing, or a ttack ing any dom estic anim al or 
fow l, or any fur-bearing anim als lega lly  in captivity , when 
said d og  is outside o f the enclosure or im m ediate care o f 
his owner or keeper, m ay present said evidence to any trial
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ju stice  or ju d ge  o f any m unicipal court, w h ich  said trial 
ju stice  or ju d ge  shall have pow er t# issue a warrant against 
the owner o f said dog, ordering him  to appear before  him  
and show cause w h y said d og  should not be k illed ; and 
upon hearing the evidence in said case said court m ay order 
said dog  killed  by any officer. The costs o f prosecution 
shall be paid by the owner or keeper o f said dog.

Any person m ay law fu lly  kill a d og  w h ich  suddenly as­
saults him  or another person.

Sec. 87. D eer shall not be transported beyond limits of 
the state. No person shall sell or give aw ay any deer or 
part thereof to be transported or carried  beyond the limits 
o f this state nor shall any person buy or accept as a g ift 
any deer or part thereof fo r  its transportation ; nor shall 
any resident o f this state at any tim e carry or transport in 
any m anner or attem pt to carry or transport in any m anner 
beyond the lim its o f  this state any deer or part thereof; 
provided, however, that any resident o f  this state m ay pur­
chase a license w hich  w ill entitle him  to transport or cause 
to be transported a deer lega lly  killed  by him  within this 
state to a p lace beyond the lim its o f this state, and the fee 
for this license shall be $20.25.

T w enty-five cents o f  this fee shall be retained by the 
clerk  or other agent o f the com m issioner issuing such li­
cense. The com m issioner is authorized to provide for such 
suitable tags as he m ay deem  necessary to m ark such deer.

A ny tag  or other m arker issued under the provisions o f  
this section shall be in lieu o f that provided fo r  by section 
91.

Sec. 88. Transportation of deer within state. The com ­
m issioner shall establish gam e registration stations for the 
purpose o f registering all deer killed. Said stations shall 
be in charge o f an agent designated by the com m issioner 
and a list o f  the sam e shall be published in one or m ore 
da ily  newspapers o f the state. Said agent shall register 
each and every deer presented fo r  registration, and shall 
tag each deer in the m anner as directed and w ith  the m a­
terials furnished by the com m issioner.

A ll deer killed  shall be presented for registration by the 
person w ho k illed the sam e and it shall be registered in his 
nam e at the first gam e registration station. No person 
shall at any tim e in any m anner transport or m ove any 
deer or part thereof unless open to view  and there is se­
curely attached thereto a tag  bearing the nam e and address 
o f  the person who killed  said deer and it shall be accom ­
panied by him  w hile being transported, except as otherw ise 
provided in this chapter. Provided, how ever, that any per­
son w ho has law fu lly  killed  a deer m ay em ploy an agent to 
transport said deer, open to view  and being attached thereto 
a tag bearing the nam e and address o f  the person w ho 
k illed said deer. Said agent shall transport said deer to 
the first gam e inspection station on the route taken by the
agent. The gam e inspector at said gam e inspection station
shall receive said deer and hold  it until called  fo r  by the
person w ho k illed said deer, and at such person 's risk.
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No person shall keep a deer w hich  he has killed  at his 
hom e, or at any place o f  storage, except a gam e inspection 
station as hereinbefore provided, m ore than 12 hours unless 
said deer has been registered.

I f  any person leaves the woods w ithout tak ing a deer 
w hich he has k illed w ith him, he shall notify  a warden in 
w riting within 12 hours as to the location o f the deer and 
the circum stances necessitating his leaving the sam e in the 
woods.

No person shall present a deer for registration or perm it 
to be registered in his nam e any deer w hich  he him self did 
not kill, and no person shall have in possession at any time 
any deer or part thereof, except as herein provided.

No person shall have in possession at any tim e any parts 
o f a deer w hich has not been lega lly  registered as pro ­
vided in this section. It shall be law ful fo r  the owner of 
any legally registered deer to give aw ay not to exceed % 
o f said deer. No person shall have in possession any part 
or parts o f a deer given to him  unless each separate part 
is p lain ly labeled w ith the nam e and address o f the person 
w ho registered the deer and the na^ne and address o f  the 
person to w hom  it w as given and if said part be trans­
ported by any 3rd party that the nam e and address o f the 
party transporting the nam e be affixed thereto. The p ro ­
visions o f this paragraph shall not apply to any deer or 
parts o f deer being transported by a com m on carrier, a 
railroad com pany, express com pany, boat or other trans­
portation  com pany in accordance w ith  other provisions of 
this chapter.

Sec. 89. Sale of deer or parts thereof. No person shall at 
any tim e sell or offer fo r  sale or barter any deer or part 
thereof except that the heads and hides thereof m ay be sold 
to any properly licensed taxiderm ist or dealer in deer skins 
and heads as provided in sections 104 and 105.

Sec. 90. Deer may be transported without owner accom­
panying it, provided he uses certain tags. A ny citizen o f 
the state w ho has law fu lly  k illed a deer m ay send the same 
to his hom e in his own name, or to any hospital in the 
state, w ithout accom panying the same, by purchasing from  
an agent appointed therefor by the com m issioner a tag, 
paying therefor $2 and said tag shall be attached  to the 
deer, or part thereof, being transported.

The com m issioner m ay appoint agents to sell these tags.

A ll deer killed shall be presented fo r  registration at the 
first gam e registration station on the route taken by the 
person w ho k illed the sam e and shall be registered in his 
name.

Sec. 43. Lumber camps not to use certain game as food.
No owner, keeper or em ployee thereof or any other person 
shall take any protected gam e bird or gam e anim als or 
parts thereof, at any time, fo r  the purpose o f  serving or
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consum ing the sam e in any cam p, house, or other building 
used partly or w h olly  in lum bering operations, log  driving 
or construction  o f any kind.

It shall be prim a facie  evidence o f a violation  o f this sec­
tion on the part o f any keeper or owner o f  such cam p used 
in lum bering or construction operations to have in his pos­
session in such cam p any anim al or bird described in this 
section.

Sec. 96. Closed time on gray squirrels. There shall be a 
closed season on gray squirrels during every calendar m onth 
o f the year except the m onth o f October. No person shall 
kill or have in possession m ore than 4 gray squirrels at 
any one tim e during the open season.

There shall be a perpetual closed season on gray squirrels 
w ithin  the lim its o f  lands dedicated as public or private 
parks and w ith in  the lim its o f com p act or built-up p or­
tions o f any city  or town.

Sec. 95. Closed time on wild hares and rabbits; transpor­
tation of. There shall be a closed season on w ild hares or 
rabbits from  the 1st day o f  M arch to the 30th day o f the 
fo llow in g Septem ber, both days inclusive; except in the 
counties o f Franklin, O xford  and Somerset where there shall 
be a closed season from  the 1st day o f April to the 30th day 
o f the fo llow in g September, both days inclusive; and except 
in the county o f W aldo, w here there shall be a closed sea­
son from  the 16th day of March to the 30th day o f the 
fo llow ing Septem ber, both days inclusive.

During the open season it shall be unlawful fo r  any per­
son to shoot, take, kill or have in possession m ore than 4 
rabbits taken, shot or k illed in any one day and not m ore 
than 8 rabbits so shot or k illed in possession at any one 
tim e.

No person shall set or use any snares or traps or use any 
other device in the hunting o f  w ild hares or rabbits or hunt 
the sam e in any except the ordinary m ethod o f  shooting 
w ith guns; provided, however, that it shall be law ful at any 
tim e for the com m issioner to take and transport live hares 
or rabbits by purchasing live hares or rabbits from  local 
trappers w ho m ay take the hares or rabbits by box traps 
fo r  this purpose throughout the several counties o f  the 
state, w henever he may* deem  it necessary for the proper 
distribution and conservation o f said animals.

It shall be unlawful fo r  any person or corporation  to 
transport or offer for transportation at any tim e any w ild 
hares or rabbits destined beyond the lim its o f  the state.

The provisions o f  this section shall not be construed to 
prohibit the holder o f  a  non-resident hunting license from  
transporting to his hom e dead w ild hares or rabbits w hich  
he has lega lly  killed  by  virtue o f his said non-resident hunt­
ing license.
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It shall be unlawful fo r  any person to have In possession 
or transport at any tim e any w ild  hares or rabbits taken 
during the closed season or by any m ethod or w ith  any d e ­
vice prohibited by this section.

Sec 97. Trapping season regulated with reference to 
counties. 1945, c. 354. E xcept as provided in this chapter, 
there shall be a perpetual closed season on hunting or trap­
ping any w ild  anim al.

F ur-bearing anim als taken during any open season shall 
not be kept alive into or during close season periods except 
in accordance w ith  the provisions o f section 11.

I. There shall be an open season on m uskrats in the 
counties o f A ndroscoggin , Cum berland, ICnox, L incoln, Saga­
dahoc, W aldo and York  from  M arch 20th to the fo llow ing 
A pril 20th, inclusive, during the calendar year.

The com m issioner m ay declare an open season on m uskrats 
that are polluting w ater supplies or dam aging property if 
the owner m akes a w ritten com plaint thereof to the com ­
m issioner.

There shall be an open season on m uskrats in the coun­
ties of Franklin, H ancock, Penobscot (except as prohibited 
in section 99), Piscataquis, Somerset and O xford  from  N o­
vem ber 17th to N ovem ber 30th and from  April 10th to 
April 25th, inclusive; K ennebec and W ashington from  April 
1st to the fo llow in g  April 30th, inclusive, in each calendar 
year.

There shall be an open season on m uskrats in the county 
o f  A roostook  from  N ovem ber 17th to N ovem ber 30th and 
from  A pril 26th to the fo llow in g M ay 15th, inclusive, in 
each calendar year.

No m uskrats shall be bunted or trapped in Lake A lam oo- 
sook and Dead river and its tributaries in the town o f Or- 
land situated in H ancock  county.

M uskrats shall not be taken by the use o f w ire nets, box 
traps or any trap other than the ordinary steel trap.

Sec. 3. Limitation. The above open seasons during the 
m onth o f N ovem ber shall be in effect fo r  2 years only.

The open season on m ink shall be during the m onth of 
N ovem ber in each calendar year.

There shall be no open season on fisher and sable.

The open season on all other w ild or fu r-bearing  animals, 
excepting bobcats, loupcervier, Canada lynx and beaver, 
shall be from  October 16th o f each calendar year to the 
follow ing February 15th in the next fo llow ing year, except­
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ing in the county o f Y ork  w here the open season on foxes 
shall be from  O ctober 16th in each calendar year to the 
fo llow in g M arch 1st in the next calendar year.

II. It shall be unlawful fo r  any person to set or p lace a 
trap w ithin tw enty-five feet o f  a m uskrat den or house at 
any time, or to m olest or destroy the m uskrat house or den. 
No person shall m ake any advance preparation on the trap­
ping grounds fo r  the tak ing o f beaver or m uskrat previous 
to the open season on these anim als.

See § 119, re penalty as to beavers.

III. It shall be law ful to trap bear, hedgehogs, or bob­
cats at any tim e anyw here in the state, and it shall be 
law ful to hunt bear, hedgehogs or bobcats at any tim e any­
w here in the state except during Sundays and in the n ight­
tim e.

IV. It shall be unlaw ful fo r  any person to hunt skunks
and raccoons at night, except that they m ay be hunted at 
night from  O ctober 15th to Decem ber 15th o f each year 
under the fo llow in g  provisions: when accom panied by a
d og  and w ith  the use o f a kerosene light on ly ; provided, 
how ever, that an electric flash light o f  not m ore than 2 
cells not greater in size than num ber 950 m ay be used in 
addition  to a kerosene light w hile loca tin g  in and tak ing 
from  a tree any raccoon treed by a d og ; provided further, 
it shall be unlawful to use or have in possession any fire­
arm  except a .22 caliber pistol w hile hunting as provided 
in this paragraph and not m ore than 2 raccoons shall be 
taken by any 1 party in any 1 night. The raccoon is hereby 
classified as a gam e anim al and no m ore than 20 raccoons 
m ay be taken in any 1 season by any 1 person and no per­
son except a licensed fur dealer or owner or m anager o f  a 
private raccoon  ranch m ay have in his possession at any 
tim e m ore than 20 raccoons or parts thereof.

V. A ny person m ay law fu lly  k ill any w ild  anim al, ex­
cepting beaver, or any w ild  bird found in the act o f  d e ­
stroying that person ’s property.

VI. A ll o f  the rest o f the calendar year w hich  is not 
specifically opened to trapping shall be deem ed to be a 
closed season.

V II. (1947, c . 264) F or a period o f 2 years, it shall be 
law ful to d ig  out foxes at any tim e and to hunt foxes at 
any time, except Sunday and in the night-tim e, in organized 
territory in this state. It shall be law ful to trap foxes or 
to cause to have foxes trapped, at any time, on one’s own 
land, within a distance o f  100 yards from  a shelter or range 
where poultry is raised or kept.

V III. It shall be lawful to hunt and kill raccoons on the 
islands o f  N orth H aven and V inalhaven, in the county o f 
Knox, at any tim e except on Sunday and at night. N ight 
shall be the period from  % hour a fter sunset until hour
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before sunrise o f the fo llow ing m orning; except that it shall 
be lawful to hunt raccoons (luring the open season as pro­
vided in subsection IV .

Sec. 98. Training o f  dogs. It shall be law ful to train 
dogs on foxes, raccoons and rabbits from  Septem ber 1st to 
the fo llow ing October 15th, inclusive, in each calendar year, 
provid ing the dogs are under the personal supervision o f the 
owner or trainer at a ll times.

Sec. 99. U nlaw ful to hunt or trap fur-bearing anim als In 
certain localities. No person shall at any tim e hunt or trap 
any fur-bearing anim al on N um ber Three pond, located in 
the town o f  Lee, and in Tow nship N um ber 3, R ange 1, north 
of the B ingham  and P enobscot Purchase, nor on any stream  
flow ing into said pond. No person shall at any tim e hunt 
or trap any fur-bearing  anim als on R unnell’ s brook and its 
tributaries in the town o f W hiting, in the county o f W ash­
ington. W hoever violates the provisions o f this section shall 
be sub ject to the penalties provided under section 119.

Sec. 100. Com m issioner m ay declare special open season 
on beaver and m uskrat; tak in g  or transportation o f beaver 
otherw ise prohibited. There snail be a perpetual closed sea­
son on beaver except as provided in this section.

F or a period o f 2 years the com m issioner o f  inland fish­
eries and gam e m ay declare an open season fo r  trapping 
beaver from  January 1 to February 1, inclusive, o f each 
year in any territory in w hich  he finds the fo llow in g :

I. That beaver are polluting the w ater supplies;

II. That they are doing actual substantial dam age to 
property or likely to cause dam age to property;

III. W hen the beaver in a certain loca lity  are detrim ental 
to fishing, hunting or lum bering operations.

B efore  said open season fo r  beaver shall take effect, the 
com m issioner shall cause a notice o f such proposed open 
season to be published once in a new spaper printed in the 
county in w hich the land is located, and said com m issioner 
shall also file a copy  o f said notice o f  open season w ith the 
clerk  o f the town or plantation in w h ich  said land is lo ­
cated.

The com m issioner m ay suspend or close the so called  open 
season w henever it shall appear to him  that there is no like­
lihood o f further dam age from  beaver in that locality.

During such open season, beaver m ay be trapped w ith ­
out the consent o f the land owner, except that the owner 
o f any land in organized tow ns on w hich  the com m is­
sioner has declared an open season on beaver in accord ­
ance w ith  the provisions o f  this section m ay, by conspicu ­
ously posting the area occupied by said beaver, against
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trapping and n otify ing  the com m issioner o f his action , trap 
said beaver to the exclusion o f all other persons. This 
right is not transferable. P rovided  that in any instance 
wherein any person, a fter posting the area occupied by said 
beaver against trapping and notify ing  the com m issioner as 
set forth  herein, fa ils  to trap said beaver within 5 days, the 
com m issioner m ay declare said area open to the trapping 
o f beaver by all properly licensed persons.

No person shall take beaver anyw here in the state at any 
tim e except during such open season as m ay be declared by 
the com m issioner in accordance w ith  the provisions o f this 
section. It shall also be unlawful fo r  any person to have 
in possession at any tim e any beaver, or part thereof, except 
as expressly perm itted by this section. It shall also be un­
law ful fo r  any person, firm or corporation , to  sell, give 
away, buy, accept as a gift, offer fo r  transportation or trans­
port, any beaver skin or beaver skins unless each skin is 
tagged  and m arked as directed  by the com m issioner.

A ll beaver skins m ust be presented in a “ green con di­
tion”  to any warden, and if said warden is satisfied that 
the beaver presented were lega lly  trapped, he shall tag and 
m ark the sam e in the m anner as directed and with the m a­
terials furnished by the com m issioner. “ Green condition”  
shall m ean that the beaver skins have been freshly rem oved 
from  the beaver carcasses. A  fee o f  $2 m ust be paid  by the 
trapper fo r  each skin tagged  and m arked.

In case said beaver skins are libeled under the provisions 
o f this chapter, and the libel is, for  any reason, quashed or 
ruling thereon is against the state, or in case any com plaint 
or indictm ent involving said skins results in a verd ict for 
the defendant, said skins shall on request be im m ediately 
tagged, m arked, and delivered to the person entitled to pos- 
sion o f the same.

A ll beaver w hich are not tagged  and m arked in a ccord ­
ance w ith the provisions o f this section shall be seized and 
confiscated by the wardens.

A ny beaver skin or beaver skins that com e into this state 
in any m anner from  any other state or country m ust have 
the official stam p, tag or seal o f  the state or country from  
w hich said skin or skins were taken. A ll beaver skins shall 
be presented for tagging  and m arking w ithin 10 days from  
the closin g o f the so ca lled  open season.

No person, except as hereinbefore provided shall m olest or 
destroy any beaver dam. No person shall m olest or destroy 
any beaver house or set any trap w ithin 25 feet o f  the same. 
No person shall set or tend any trap on or w ithin  25 feet 
o f any beaver dam.

Sec. 101. Digging out foxes, regulated. Subject to  the 
provisions o f subsection V II o f  section 97, it shall be un law ­
ful a fter July 9th, 1947, for any person to d ig  out, m olest or 
destroy in any w ay any fox  den, or hole, or to  set any trap 
in any such den, or hole, or rem ove or cause to be rem oved 
from  any such den, or hole, any fox  during that part o f  the 
calendar year from  F ebruary 15th to the 15th day o f O cto­
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ber, inclusive, o f  the sam e calendar year, but this section 
shall not apply to an enclosed private fox  farm  ranch.

Sec. 102. Bounty on bobcat, loupcervier and Canada lynx.
There shall be a bounty of $15 for every bobcat, loupcervier 
and Canada lynx w hich  is k illed w ithin the state, to be paid 
by the treasurer o f  state to the person killing the sam e upon 
com pliance w ith the fo llow in g  conditions. No bounty shall 
be paid unless the claim ant, w ithin 10 days a fter he has 
killed  such anim al, exhibits to the warden or warden super­
visor in w hose district the anim al was k illed the entire skin 
thereof, w ith the ears, nose and tail thereon in as perfect a 
state as when killed, except natural decay, and signs a cer­
tificate under oath stating that he killed  such anim al and 
the tim e and place w ithin the state. Such certificate must 
be approved by and bear the signature o f  the warden or w a r­
den supervisor in w hose district the anim al was killed, stat­
ing that he believes the cat to have been k illed at the tim e 
and place stated therein, and he shall thereupon cut off the 
w hole o f the tail from  the skin and forw ard  the sam e to 
the com m issioner, together w ith  the cla im ant’s certificate in 
the follow ing form :

Claim ant’s Certificate
To the Com m issioner o f  Inland Fisheries and Gam e:

I hereby certify  that on the ....................  day o f ....................
A. D. 1 9 . . . .  at ........................  in the State o f  Maine, I killed
the bob-cat, loupcervier, or Canada lynx, the skin o f w hich  
I now  exhibit to you, and I cla im  the bounty a llow ed by law 
for k illin g  the same.

Dated at .............  this .............. day o f .............  A. D. 1 9 . . .
...........................................................  Claim ant

Subscribed and sworn to before m e the day and year
aforesaid  ......................................................................

(P . O. A ddress o f  C laim ant)

N otary Public Justice o f  the Peace 
It is believed that the cat was k illed  at the tim e and place 

stated herein.
This ......................  day o f ...........................

Game W arden
IN LAN D  FISH  AND GAM E COMMISSION

Augusta, Maine, ............................. 1 9 . . .
I hereby certify  that I have received from  ..............................

Game W arden, the tail o f  the bobcat, loupcervier, or Canada 
lynx described in the forego in g  certificate.

F or Inland Fish and Gam e Comm issioner

N ote— Claim for  bounty m ust be m ade w ithin 10 days after 
the k illing o f the animal.
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Upon receipt by the state con troller o f a certificate from  
the com m issioner show ing that said com m issioner has re­
ceived the tail o f  the bobcat, loupcervier or Canada lynx 
from  the warden sent as aforesaid, said con troller shall 
audit the cla im  for bounty and the sam e shall be paid fo rth ­
w ith by the treasurer o f  state to the cla im ant from  fines 
and penalties recovered and m oney received, or collected 
under any provision o f the inland flsh and gam e laws or 
am endm ents thereof, or fo r  sale o f  any seized or confiscated 
articles. A fter the forego in g  appropriation  has been ex­
hausted, any further bounties shall be paid from  the general 
appropriation o f  the departm ent o f  inland fisheries and 
game, and i f  said appropriation  is not exhausted any bal­
ance thereof shall revert to the general fund o f the depart­
m ent o f  inland fisheries and gam e.

Sec. 103. B ounty on bears. F or a period o f 2 years, a 
bounty o f $15 shall be paid fo r  each and every bear killed 
in organized townships and plantations and unorganized ter­
ritory ad jo in in g  organized townships and plantations to the 
person k illin g  the same, by the treasurer o f  the organized 
township or plantation in w hich  said bear was killed  or the 
treasurer o f any organized township or plantation ad jo in ing  
the unorganized territory in w h ich  said bear was killed. 
These bounties shall be paid by such treasurers.

No bounty shall be paid  unless claim ant within 72 hours 
a fter he has killed  such anim al exh ibits to the town treas­
urer the entire skin thereof or the entire anim al fo r  the 
k illing o f w h ich  such bounty is claim ed, and sign a certifi­
cate under oath, w hich  said treasurer m ay adm inister, stat­
ing that he killed  such anim al and the tim e and place 
w ithin the state. Such certificate m ust be approved by and 
bear the signature o f  the flsh and gam e warden or warden 
supervisor in whose district the anim al was killed  stating 
that he believes the bear to have been killed  at the tim e 
and place stated therein. The skin o f all bears on w hich  
bounty is cla im ed m ust be m arked and sealed by the w a r­
den or warden supervisor in w hose d istrict the sam e was 
killed, w ith  im plem ents provided by the com m issioner. The 
town treasurer shall then pay the bounty and take the 
cla im ant’s receipt therefor upon the sam e paper w ith  such 
certificates and the town treasurer shall m ake upon the 
sam e paper, at the tim e o f his m onth ly report, a certificate 
under oath addressed to the com m issioner o f  inland fish­
eries and gam e, that all the requirem ents o f  law  have been 
m et by the claim ant and that the bounty has been paid to 
him.

The certificate shall be in the fo llow in g form :

2 7



C l a i m a n t ’ s  C e r t i f i c a t e

T o the Treasurer o f  the Tow n o f .......................................................
I hereby certify  that I have received from  ..............................

A. D. 19__ at ..............  ........................  in the State o f  Maine, I
killed  the bear, the skin o f w h ich  I now  exhibit to you, and 
I claim  the bounty a llow ed by law  for  k illing the same.

D ated at ......................  this ......................  day o f ......................
A. D. 19___

....................................................... Claim ant
Subscribed and sworn to before m e the day and year 

aforesaid.
...................................  Treasurer o f  .................................

X believe that the bear was killed  at the tim e and place 
stated herein.

This ............................. day o f ...........................

Gam e W arden
Bear T ag N um ber .............................

C laim ant’s R eceipt

On this ....................  day o f  ...................... A . D. 19........  I re ­
ceived o f ............................. treasurer o f  ............................. dollars,
being the bounty a llow ed by law  for k illin g  the bear de­
scribed in the above certificate.

................................................  Claimant

Tow n Treasurer’s Certificate

To the Cqpim issioner o f  Inland Fisheries and Gam e:
I hereby certify  that as required by law  ...........  o f  ...........

on the ........................... day o f ........................... A. D. 19...... at
............................... exh ibited to m e the w hole o f  the skin o f a
bear, w hich  I found to have been stam ped and sealed by a 
warden, and then paid the said bounty, for w h ich  I have 
taken his receipt as above.

D ated at ......................  this ......................  day o f ......................
A. D. 19___

Treasurer o f  ...................................................
Subscribed and sworn to before m e the day and year 

aforesaid.

Justice o f  the Peace
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The bounty so paid by the town treasurer shall be reim ­
bursed by the state out o f  the fees for licenses for dogs 
upon presentation o f the claim  as hereinbefore set forth  and 
any expense incurred by the departm ent o f inland fisheries 
and gam e incident to the enforcem ent o f  this section, shall 
also be taken from  the fees for licenses for dogs, and so 
m uch o f the fees received fo r  dog  licenses as m ay be nec­
essary to pay said bounties and any expenses incident 
thereto, is hereby appropriated to pay the same.

Sec. 92-A. Registration stations for bear killed. The
com m issioner shall establish registration stations fo r  the 
purpose o f registering bear killed. Town clerks shall be the 
agents designated by the com m issioner to register bear ex ­
cept that additional agents m ay be designated w herever nec­
essary. Said agent shall register each and every bear pre­
sented fo r  registration and shall tag each bear in the m an­
ner as directed and w ith the m aterials furnished by the 
com m issioner. E ach registration ta g  shall be at least 3 
inches by 6 inches in size, and each tag  shall bear the 
w ords “ This bear was killed in Maine”  in as large size let­
tering as the tag w ill carry. A  fee o f 25c shall be paid by 
the individual registering the bear to the registration agent. 
No person shall transport, or attem pt to transport beyond 
the lim its o f  the state, any bear unless it shall have been 
registered and shall have attached  thereto a registration 
tag.

Sec. 91. Licenses for transportation of game. E ach non­
resident deer hunting license, so called, shall be provided 
w ith a coupon, w hich  shall perm it the transportation o f the 
carcass o f 1 deer or part thereof, and shall be divided into 
2 sections lettered “ A ”  and “ B ”  respectively, and shall be 
called  the deer coupon.

The holder o f  a non-resident deer hunting license shall be 
entitled to offer for transportation and have transported, 
within or w ithout the state, by any railroad com pany, ex ­
press com pany, boat or other transportation com pany, the 
carcass o f 1 deer, or part o f the carcass o f  1 deer, that he 
him self has law fu lly  killed, on the deer coupon attached to 
his said license, by presenting to the agent o f any transpor­
tation com pany his license w ith the coupon attached to the 
license at the tim e when he shall offer the deer or part 
thereof for shipm ent. The agent shall detach section “ A ”  
from  the “ Deer coupon”  o f  the license, cancel the sam e by 
w riting or stam ping thereon the date and place o f  shipm ent 
and his name, and shall forw ard  the sam e forthw ith  to the 
com m issioner at Augusta, M aine; section " B ”  o f  said coupon 
shall be likewise cancelled  and shall be attached to the ca r­
cass, or part o f  the carcass, o f  the deer offered fo r  shipment 
and shall rem ain attached to the sam e while it is being 
transported in this state. The fo llow ing w ords shall be 
printed on the back  o f section “ B ” : “ This Deer W as Shot
in the State o f  M aine.”  The first 8 words to be printed in
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10 point G othic m edium  type and the w ord Maine to be 
printed in 84 point G othic caps type:

TH IS D E E R  W AS SHOT 
IN TH E STA TE  OF 

M AINE.

Sec. 94. Fish, game, ami fur-bearing animals; transporta­
tion of, by airplane. No person shall transport, attem pt to 
transport or offer fo r  transportation by airplane any flsh, 
gam e or fu r-bearing  animals, or parts thereof, unless such 
fish, gam e or fu r-bearing anim als, or parts thereof, shall 
bear a transportation tag issued by the com m issioner o f  in­
land fisheries and game, stating that the sam e m ay be so 
transported and bearing the signature o f  a fish and gam e 
warden. The pilot or owner o f  any airplane, other than 
those o f regular transport lines, shall procure from  the com ­
m issioner o f inland fisheries and gam e a perm it to transport 
any such fish, gam e, fu r-bearing  anim als or parts thereof by 
air. W hoever violates any provision o f this section shall be 
punished as set forth  in section 119.

Sec. 93. Transportation of game. No person shall trans­
port or offer fo r  transportation, nor shall any person or ca r­
rier accept for transportation or transport, any gam e anim al 
or bird except as provided in this chapter.

A ny resident m ay transport to his hom e any gam e w hich 
he has killed  and w hich is lega lly  in his possession, provided 
he shall have been properly licensed and has m et all other 
requirem ents o f  this chapter.

A ny non-resident m ay transport or have transported to his 
hom e by a com m on carrier any gam e w hich  he has killed 
and w hich  is legally in his possession, provided he shall 
have been properly  licensed and has m et all other require­
m ents o f  this chapter.

No person or carrier shall transport any gam e bird or an i­
m al in closed season except that any person w ho has killed  
said gam e in open season shall have a reasonable tim e after 
the beginning o f  the closed season in w h ich  to transport 
said gam e to his hom e.

A ll gam e transported or offered fo r  transportation shall be 
open to view, and accom panied  by the person w ho k illed 
said game. Gam e transported for non-residents by com m on 
carrier need not be accom panied  by the owner if all other 
requirem ents o f  this chapter are m et. A ny carrier a ccept­
ing any gam e for  transportation shall be satisfied that the 
person presenting said gam e for shipm ent is the person to 
w hom  the hunter’s license offered for inspection was issued 
and shall securely affix any tags and such other identifica­
tion and m ake such returns to the com m issioner as m ay be
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required by this chapter. A ny w ild  bird or anim al or part 
thereof found in possession o f any person in violation  o f 
this chapter is sub ject to  seizure and shall be seized and 
becom e the property o f  the state.

The hunting- license o f  any non-resident shall entitle him  
to have gam e, w hich  he has lega lly  killed, transported to 
his hom e w ithout further fee to the state.

Sec. 128. Game preserves and sanctuaries, established; 
certain exceptions. No person shall, except as herein p ro ­
vided, at any tim e, trap, hunt, pursue, shoot at or kill any 
w ild anim al or any gam e or other w ild  birds w ithin the fo l ­
low ing described territories:

A ndroscoggin  gam e preserve 
Augusta, east side o f Kennebec river 
B ack  Bay, P ortland 
B angor
B artlett Island 
Cape Elizabeth
D rake’ s Island gam e preserve
Dry Pond
Fairfield
Ganeston Park, Augusta 
Gero Island
Grassy Pond, G lencove, R ockport 
Gray gam e preserve 
Gribbel gam e preserve 
Jefferson and W hitefield 
K atahdin w ild life  sanctuary 
K ineo Point
Lim ington, H ollis, W aterboro 
M apleton and Chapman 
M aranacook gam e preserve
M egunticook Lake and v icin ity  •
M oosehead Lake
N arragansett gam e preserve, Gorham
Natanis gam e preserve
Old Orchard B each bird sanctuary
Old Tow n gam e preserve
Oosoola Stream
Orrington gam e preserve
Piscataquis and Som erset gam e preserve
Pittston farm
Prouts N eck
R angeley gam e preserve, Franklin 
R angeley Lake sanctuary 
Readfield and W inthrop 
R ichm ond island 
Salm on Pond, Guilford 
Sim pson’s Pond 
Standish
Swan Island gam e preserve 
T horncrag-Stanton bird sanctuary 
Tom hegan gam e sanctuary 
W ells
W ells and Y ork  gam e preserve 
W illow  W ater gam e preserve 
W indham
Y ork gam e sanctuary
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A ny violations o f the provisions o f this section relating to 
gam e preserves shall be punishable in accordance with the 
provisions o f  sections 119 unless otherw ise provided.

Provided, however, that the provisions o f  this section shall 
not be construed to prohibit a person residing w ithin the 
lim its o f a gam e preserve from  k illing any w ild bird, except 
grouse, or any w ild animal, except beaver, when found d e ­
stroying his property.

Sec. 127. Hunting in game preserves. H unting or pos­
session o f firearms within limits o f gam e preserves forb id ­
den; exceptions. No person shall at any tim e hunt, trap, 
chase, catch, kill or destroy any w ild  birds or w ild  anim als 
or have in his possession firearms o f any description w ithin 
the lim its o f any gam e preserve or closed territory except as 
provided in this chapter, and except that the com m issioner 
is hereby authorized to regulate the trapping o f w ild ani­
m als thereon and to use such means as m ay seem necessary 
to exterm inate verm in o f any description in all gam e pre­
serves and sanctuaries and in any other localities where 
dam age is being done.

Sec. 104. Licenses for taxidermists. The com m issioner 
m ay, upon application, license as a taxiderm ist anyone who 
is skilled in that art, and o f good  reputation ; residents o f 
this state shall pay an annual fee o f $5, except that un­
naturalized, foreign -born  residents shall pay an annual fee 
o f  $25, for such license; taxiderm ists licensed as aforesaid, 
m ay at all tim es have in their possession, at their places o f 
business, fish and gam e law fu lly  caught in open season, for 
the sole purpose o f preparing and m ounting the sam e; and 
such fish and gam e, or parts thereof, m ay be transported to 
such licensee and retained by him  for  the purposes a fore ­
said, under such rules and lim itations as m ay be m ade by 
said com m issioner. Such licenses m ay be revoked by said 
com m issioner at any tim e a fter notice and an opportunity 
for a hearing ; each person so licensed shall on or before 
the Slst day o f D ecem ber each year, m ake a detailed report 
to said com m issioner o f  all they have done during the year 
by virtue o f such license; such taxiderm ist m ay sell skins 
from  anim als received for m ounting.

Sec. 105. Licenses for dealers in deer skins and heads.
The com m issioner m ay annually issue licenses to residents 
o f this state to buy and sell deerskins, and the heads o f 
deer if not detached from  said skins, during the m onths o f 
January, February, M arch, October, N ovem ber and D ecem ­
ber, and the tim e m ay be extended by the com m issioner 
upon written application, and the extension shall also be in 
w riting signed by the com m issioner. Provided, however, 
that deer heads so purchased m ay when detached from  the 
skins, be sold to licensed taxiderm ists. Such licensee shall 
keep a true and com plete record w hich  shall be open to In­
spection by the com m issioner or agent, o f all such heads 
and skins purchased, the nam e and residence o f  w hom  pur­
chased and the date o f  each purchase, and shall send such 
record annually, under oath, to the com m issioner on or 
before the 31st day o f D ecem ber o f each year. The fee for 
such license shall be $25, to be paid to the said com m is­
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sioner. A ll deer skins and deer heads purchased by virtue 
o f this section shall be transported only under such rules as 
shall be m ade by said com m issioner. No person shall buy 
any skins or heads o f deer w ithout being licensed as herein 
provided, or no licensee as a foresaid  shall neglect to keep 
the record and forw ard  the sam e to said com m issioner as 
herein provided, nor refuse to exh ibit said record upon re­
quest to the com m issioner or his agent. F or any violation  
o f the provisions o f this section the com m issioner m ay as 
an additional penalty revoke said license.

Sec. 106. Dealers in furs. A ny person engaging in the 
buying o f raw furs must be licensed. The annual fee for 
residents o f  Maine $25, fo r  non-residents $100. No unli­
censed person m ay assist in the sorting or grading o f  furs.

Sec. 107. Seizure and disposition of game and equipment 
for violation of law. A ll birds, fish or anim als, or parts 
thereof, hunted, bought, sold, carried, transported, or found 
in possession o f any person in violation  o f the provisions o f  
this chapter, or equipm ent possessed in violation  o f the p ro ­
visions o f this chapter, shall be contraband and shall be fo r ­
feited  to the state. And in all cases w here a warden m ay 
find birds, fish, or anim als, or parts thereof, or equipm ent 
possessed in violation  o f the provisions o f  this chapter he 
m ay seize the sam e w ithout a warrant, and keep them  for 
a reasonable time. The officer w ho m ade such seizure, m ay 
w ithin reasonable tim e file w ith a m agistrate a libel against 
such birds, fish or anim als, or parts thereof, or any equip­
m ent possessed in violation o f the provisions o f  this chapter 
(except that articles o f  less than $10 in value shall not be 
libeled unless reasonable doubt exists as to the ownership 
thereof), setting forth  their seizure by him, describ ing such 
birds, fish or anim als, or parts thereof, or equipm ent and 
that they were hunted, taken, caught, killed, or had in 
possession in violation  o f the provisions o f  this chapter, and 
pray fo r  a decree o f  forfeiture thereof, and such m agistrate 
shall thereupon fix a tim e fo r  the hearing o f such libel, and 
shall issue his m onition and notice o f  the same, to all per­
sons interested, citing  them  to appear at the tim e and place 
appointed and show  cause w h y said birds, fish or anim als, 
or parts thereof, or equipm ent possessed should not be d e ­
clared forfeited , by causing a true and attested cop y  o f said 
libel and m onition to be posted in 2 conspicuous places in 
the town or p lace where such birds, fish, or anim als, or parts 
thereof or equipm ent possessed were seized, or in such place 
or places as is ordered by the m agistrate, 10 days at least 
before the day to w hich  said libel is returnable. Copies 
shall be served on com m on carriers.

In case the m agistrate finds that the birds, fish or animals, 
or any parts thereof, seized, w ill be unsuitable for food  (or 
other use) at the day to which sa 'd  libel is returnable, he 
shall order the officer m ak ing the seizure to dispose o f  the 
sam e; and the officer d isposing o f the sam e shall, in case o f 
sale, hold  the proceeds o f  said sale sub ject to order o f  the 
court for decision as to the right o f  the claim ant, if  any
appear, to said birds, fish, or anim als, or parts thereof. I f
the m agistrate finds the claim ant, if  any appears, is not
entitled to said birds, fish, or anim als, or parts thereof, the
officer m ak ing such seizure shall turn over to  the m agis­
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trate the proceeds o f such sale, and such m agistrate shall 
forw ard  the proceeds thereof to the com m issioner in the 
sam e m anner as is provided  by section 110.

I f  no claim ant appears, such m agistrate shall, on p roo f o f 
notice as aforesaid, declare the sam e forfe ited  to the state. 
I f  any person appears and claim s such articles, or any part 
thereof, as having a right to the possession thereof at the 
tim e when the same were seized, he shall file w ith  the m ag­
istrate such claim  in writing, stating specfiically the right 
so claim ed, and the foundation thereof, the item s so 
claim ed, the tim e and place o f the seizure and the nam e o f 
the officer by w hom  the sam e were seized, and in it must 
declare that they w ere not had in possession in violation  of 
the provisions o f  this chapter, w ith  his know ledge or con ­
sent, and also state his business and place o f residence, and 
shall sign and m ake oath  to the sam e before said m agis­
trate. I f  any person so m akes claim , he shall be adm itted 
as a party to the process; and the m agistrate shall proceed 
to determ ine the truth o f the allegations in said  claim  and 
libel, and m ay hear any pertinent evidence offered by the 
libelant or claim ant. I f  the m agistrate is, upon the hear­
ing, satisfied that said birds, fish, or animals, or parts there­
of, or any equipm ent possessed were not had in possession 
in violation o f the provisions o f this chapter, and that the 
claim ant is entitled to the custody o f any part thereof, he 
shall give him  an order in writing, directed to the officer 
having the sam e in fcustody com m anding him  to deliver to 
said cla im ant the articles, or proceeds derived from  the 
sale o f the same, to w h ich  he is so found to  be entitled, 
w ithin 48 hours a fter dem and. I f  the m agistrate finds the 
claim ant entitled to no part o f  said articles so seized, he 
shall render judgm ent against him  for  the libelant for costs, 
to  be taxed as in civ il cases before such m agistrate, and 
issue execution thereon, and shall declare said articles fo r ­
feited  to the state. The claim ant m ay appeal and shall 
recognize w ith sureties as on appeals in civ il causes from  
a m agistrate.

The form s herein set forth, w ith such changes as adapt 
them  for  use in cities, towns, and plantations, are sufficient 
in law, fo r  all cases arising under the foregoin g  provisions, 
to w hich  .they  purport to be adapted ; and the costs to be 
taxed and allow ed fo r  libel, shall be 50c; for entering the 
same, 30c; for trying the same, $1; for a m onition, 50c; for 
posting notices and return, $1; order to restore or deliver, 
25c; executing the order, 50c; and 10c per m ile fo r  all neces­
sary travel.

FORM  OF L IB E L  
State o f Maine

County o f ................................... . ss. To ...................................
a trial justice, ju d ge  or recorder o f a m unicipal court, in 
and fo r  said county:

The libel o f ............................... o f .............................  shows that
he has seized certain birds, fish, or animals, or parts thereof, 
or equipm ent possessed in violation  o f the provisions of
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chapter 33, o f  the revised statutes as revised, described as 
fo llow s: ...........................................................................................................

because the sam e w ere hunted, taken, caught, killed, or had 
in possession in violation  o f  the provisions o f this chapter, 
as fo llow s: .....................................................................................................

w h ich  said articles w ere possessed at ............................. in said
county o f ..............................  W herefore he prays fo r  decree o f
forfeiture o f  said articles, a ccord in g  to the provisions o f  law 
>n such case m ade and provided.

Dated at ................................  in said county, this ....................
day o f .......................................  in the year o f  our L ord  nineteen
hundred ................................... .................

(S igned) ......................................................................
Inland Fish and Gam e W arden

FORM  OF M ONITION  AN D N OTICE 
STATE  OF M AIN E

L. S.
County o f .................................................... ss.

To all persons interested in .............

The libel o f  ...................................  hereunto annexed, this day
filed w ith  m e ..............................  esquire, a trial justice, judge
or recorded o f  a m unicipal court, in and fo r  said county, 
shows that he has seized said articles because ........................

and prays fo r  a decree o f  forfeiture o f  the sam e accordin g  
to the provisions o f  law  in such case m ade and provided.

You are, therefore, hereby notified thereof, that you m ay 
appear before me, the said justice, judge, or recorder, at
............................. in ............................. in said county on the day
o f .....................................  A. D. 1 9 .__  at ......................  o ’ c lo ck  in
tlxe .................. noon and then and there show  cause w h y said
articles should not be forfeited , and that notice hereof be 
given to all persons interested by causing a true and attested
copy o f this libel and m onition to be posted in ...........................
and .................................  tw o conspicuous places in the town o f
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a t  l e a s t  t e n  d a y s  b e f o r e  t h e  r e t u r n  d a y
hereof.

on the ...............

Trial Justice, Judge or R ecorder
A true copy. A ttest:

Inland Fish and Game W arden

STATE OF M AINE

.....................................  ss................................  A. D............
I have this day m ade service o f  the within libel and m oni­

tion, by posting up true and attested copies o f the same, in
two conspicuous places to w it: one ............................. and one
.......................................... in ..........................................
Posting notice $1.00

Inland Fish and Game W arden
Travel miles

Total $

STATE OF M AIN E

(L . S.)
................................................  ss.

T o ......................................... one o f  the ...............................  o f  the

W H E R E A S  it appears that due notice was given to all 
parties interested in the birds, fish, gam e, w ild  or fu r-b ea r­
ing anim als, or parts thereof, or equipm ent described in the
w ithin libel o f  ..........................  to appear before ...........................
esquire, a trial justice, ju d ge  o f the m unicipal court, within
and fo r  the county o f  ...............................  at ...............................  in
...................#............... on the ...................................  day o f ................
A. D. 1 9 . . . .  at ............................. o ’ c lock  in the ................ noon,
and show  cause w h y said ............................... should not be de­
clared forfeited . A nd no person appearing to claim  the 
same, said .................................  are declared  forfeited .

And .....................................  o f  ............................... did appear and
claim  said ...................................  and a fter hearing all the evi­
dence I order said ............................. returned to said claim ant.
The sam e are declared forfe ited  and you are hereby ordered 
to turn the sam e over to the Com m issioner o f Inland F ish ­
eries and Game.
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W itness............................. esquire, said trial justice, Judge of
the m unicipal court o f the county o f ................ this ..................
day o f .....................................  A . D. 1 9 . . . .

.........................................................  Trial Justice
Judge o f M unicipal Court 

.................................  ss. ...............................  A . D.
Pursuant to the above order to me directed, I  have turned

over the w ithin described ............................. to ...............................
the Com m issioner o f  Inland Fisheries and Game.

Inland Fish and Game W arden

Sec. 108. Officer seizing fish or game to report to commis­
sioner within 10 days. In all cases, the officer m aking any 
seizure or sale o f birds, fish, gam e, or other w ild anim als, or 
parts thereof, shall within 10 days thereafter, report all par­
ticulars thereof and an item ized statem ent o f the proceeds, 
expenses and fees, and the disposition thereof to the com m is­
sioner. The failure o f any person or officer to perform  any 
act, duty, or obligation  enjoined upon him  by this chapter, 
shall be deem ed a violation  thereof.

Sec. 109. Commissioner or wardens may make arrest or 
search buildings, camps, boats, etc., with or without war­
rants; commissioner to notify transportation companies of
the nam es o f wardens so em pow ered. The com m issioner and 
wardens m ay arrest, w ith or without a warrant, any person 
w hom  he has reason to believe gu ilty o f  a violation o f  any 
provision o f this chapter, and w ith or w ithout a warrant, 
m ay open, enter and exam ine all buildings, cam ps, vessels, 
boats, wagons, cars, m otor vehicles, airplanes, stages, tents, 
and other receptacles and places, and exam ine all boxes, 
barrels, and packages w here he has reason to believe that 
birds, fish, gam e, or other w ild  anim als, or parts thereof, 
taken or held in violation o f the provisions o f  this chapter, 
are to be found, and seize such birds, fish, gam e, or other 
w ild animals, or parts thereof, if  any be found therein; but 
no dw elling-house shall be searched for the above purposes 
without a warrant, and then only in the daytim e, and no 
sealed railroad car shall be entered fo r  the above purposes 
without such warrant. A ny m agistrate m ay issue warrants 
to  search w ithin his jurisd iction  any dw elling-house or 
prem ises for the purpose above set fo rth ; provided, how ever, 
that the com m issioner shall, on or before the 1st day of 
O ctober o f  each year, in writing, notify  the superintendents 
o f  all transportation com panies doing business w ithin the 
state, o f the nam es o f the wardens by him  designated to 
exercise the right o f search o f railroad cars as herein p ro ­
vided, and no other except those so designated shall be 
authorized to exercise the powers herein m entioned as to 
search o f railroad cars.

Sec. 110. Collection and disposition of money received 
under provisions of this chapter. All fines, penalties, offi­
cers costs and all other m oneys recovered by the court under 
any provision o f this chapter shall accrue to the treasurer of 
state and shall be paid into the treasury o f the county where
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the offense is prosecuted. A ll officers’ fees taxed against a 
respondent, if  any, under any provision o f this chapter, 
w hich  are not paid or recovered from  the respondent shall 
not be assumed or paid by the county where the offense was 
com m itted. A ll fees, fines and penalties recovered and 
m oney received, or collected, and paid to the treasurer o f 
state as aforesaid  shall be credited to the departm ent o f  In­
land fisheries and gam e for the operation o f fish hatcheries 
and feed ing stations for fish, for the protection  o f fish, gam e 
and birds, and fo r  printing the report of said com m issioner 
and other expenses incident to the adm inistration o f said de­
partm ent, and shall be expended by the said com m issioner 
for the purposes fo r  w hich  said departm ent is created.

Provided, further, that if  any o f such fees, fines, penalties 
or other m oneys are not expended during the year in w hich 
they are collected, the unexpended balance shall not lapse, 
but be carried  as a continuing account and available for the 
purposes herein specified until expended.

A ny officer, or other person w ho shall receive any fine or 
penalty, or any part thereof, fo r  the violation o f any fish 
or gam e law, or rule or regulation, or any fees for licenses 
Issued by authority o f  any inland fish and gam e law and 
shall neglect fo r  m ore than 30 days to pay the same as 
herein provided, shall be punished by a fine o f  not less than 
$50, nor m ore than $100, and costs o f  prosecution for each 
offense.

Sec. 111. Officers nifty arrest without process; jurisdiction; 
impersonating game wardens. A ny officer authorized to en­
force  the inland fish and gam e laws m ay, w ithout process, 
arrest any v iolator o f  said laws, and shall w ith reasonable 
diligence cause him  to be taken before the m unicipal court 
nearest to where the offense is alleged to have been com ­
m itted, for a  warrant and trial and in such case, jurisd iction  
is hereby granted to all m unicipal courts in ad jo in in g  coun­
ties to be exercised in the sam e m anner as if the offense 
had been com m itted  in that county. Provided, however, that 
if a trial justice w hose usual p lace of hold ing court in the 
county where the offense is a lleged to have been com m itted 
is nearer to where the offense is alleged to have been com ­
m itted than is any m unicipal court, such v iolator m ay be 
taken before such trial justice fo r  w arrant and trial. A ny 
gam e warden m ay arrest w ith or w ithout warrant any per­
son w ho im personates or represents h im self as being a gam e 
warden.

Sec. 112. Jurisdiction. Trial justices and m unicipal courts 
within their counties shall have original and concurrent 
ju risd iction  w ith the superior court in all prosecutions under 
any provisions o f  this chapter.

Sec. _ 113. Fish and game wardens may accept personal 
recognizances in certain cases. A ny w arden o f the depart­
m ent m ak ing an arrest for any violation  of any provision of 
this chapter at a point m ore than 50 m iles distant from  
the nearest trial justice, or m unicipal court having ju ris ­
diction, m ay accept the personal recognizance of the pris­
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oner in the sum o f not exceeding $100 fo r  his appearance 
before the nearest trial ju stice  or m unicipal court on a 
specified date and a deposit in m oney to the am ount o f said 
recognizance. Said warden shall forthw ith  report all such 
recognizances and forw ard  all such deposits to the court to 
w h ich  such recognizance is returnable.

I f  such person fa ils  to  appear in court on the day speci­
fied, either in person or by counsel, the court shall order th,e 
recognizance and m oney deposited as aforesaid  forfeited , and 
shall notify  the com m issioner o f said default and forfeiture 
w ho shall revoke any and all licenses or perm its held by 
said respondent issued under the provisions o f  this chapter.

A ll m oney forfe ited  as aforesaid  shall be im m ediately  fo r ­
w arded to the com m issioner.

Sec. 117. Participant in violation may be compelled to 
testify. In any prosecution under the provisions o f  this 
chapter, any participant in a violation  thereof, when so re­
quested by the county attorney, com m issioner, or other offi­
cer instituting the prosecution, m ay be com pelled  to testify 
as a witness against any other person charged w ith v io la t­
ing the same, but his evidence so given shall not be used 
against h im self In any prosecution for such violation.

Sec. 118. Result of court cases shall be reported to com­
missioner. E very m agistrate or the clerk  o f the court be­
fore  whom  any prosecution under the provisions o f  this 
chapter is com m enced, or shall go on appeal, w ithin 20 days 
after the trial or dism issal thereof, shall report in w riting 
the result thereof and the am ount o f fines collected, if any, 
and disposition thereof, to the com m issioner.

Sec. 120. Possession of firearms in forests without license 
prima facie evidence of violation of law. The possession of 
any firearm  in the fields, forests, or on the w aters or ice 
w ithin the territoria l lim its o f the state by any person who 
does not possess the required hunting license duly issued to 
him  covering the period o f tim e w ithin w h ich  said firearm 
is found in his possession, shall be prim a facie  evidence o f 
hunting in violation o f law  unless such person furnishes sat­
isfactory  evidence o f  the issuance o f such license

Sec. 121. Possession of fishing tackle in waters of state 
without license prima facie evidence of violation of law.
The possession o f any fishing tackle in the fields, forests, or 
on the w aters or ice w ithin the territoria l lim its o f  the state 
by any person w ho does not possess the required fishing li­
cense duly issued to him  covering the period o f tim e within 
w hich  such fishing tackle is found in his possession, shall be 
prim a facie  evidence o f fishing in violation  o f law  unless 
such person furnishes satisfactory evidence o f  the issuance 
o f such license.

Sec. 111. Officers may arrest without process; jurisdiction; 
impersonating game wardens. A ny officer authorized to en­
force  the inland fish and gam e laws m ay, w ithout process, 
arrest any vio lator o f said laws, and shall w ith  reasonable
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diligence cause him  to be taken before the m unicipal court 
nearest to where the offense is alleged to have been com ­
m itted, fo r  a warrant and trial and in such case, ju risd ic­
tion is hereby granted to all m unicipal courts in ad jo in in g  
counties to be exercised in the sam e m anner as if the o f ­
fense had been com m itted in that county. Provided, how ­
ever, that If a  trial ju stice  whose usual p lace o f hold ing 
court in the county where the offense is alleged to have been 
com m itted, is nearer to  where the offense is alleged to have 
b#een com m itted  than is any m unicipal court, such v io la tor 
m ay be taken before such trial ju stice  for warrant and trial. 
A ny gam e warden m ay arrest w ith  or w ithout warrant any 
person w ho im personates or represents h im self as being a 
gam e warden.

Sec. 92. Transportation o f  moose and caribon killed out­
side the territorial limits of this state; permission shall be 
received before importation. No person w ho has legally 
killed a caribou or m oose beyond the lim its o f this state 
shall im port the sam e into this state unless he has obtained 
a license from  the com m issioner to im port the sam e for the 
purpose o f consum ption or fo r  m ounting, but not fo r  sale.

Sec. 119. Penalties. W hoever violates any o f  the prov i­
sions o f  this chapter or rules and regulations prom ulgated 
thereunder, or rules and regulations heretofore prom ulgated 
and still in fo rce  and effect, excepting only those for the 
violation  o f w hich  specific penalties have been hereinbefore 
provided, shall be punished by a fine o f  not less than $10. 
nor m ore than $300, and costs, or by im prisonm ent for not 
m ore than 90 days, or by both  such fine and im prisonm ent, 
except as hereafter noted ;

I. W hoever violates any provision o f this chapter relating 
to beaver shall be punished by a fine o f  not less than $50 
and costs fo r  each beaver or skin involved, or by im prison­
m ent fo r  not m ore than 90 days, or by both such fine and 
im prisonm ent.

II. W hoever violates any o f the provisions o f  the first 
tw o paragraphs o f section 61 shall be punished by a fine o f  
not less than $200, nor m ore than $300, and costs, or by im ­
prisonm ent for not m ore than 90 days, or by both such fine 
and Im prisonm ent.

III. W herever any particular violation o f any section o f 
this chapter carries a specific fine w h ich  cannot be sus­
pended, the provisions o f  this section shall not apply.

Sec. 56-A. W hoever operates any boat upon any great 
pond, or upon any river or any inland body o f w ater to 
w hich  the public has a right o f  access:

I. recklessly ;
II . at an excessive rate o f  speed; or
III. in a w anton m anner causing Injury to any person or 

property;
shall be gu ilty o f  reckless operation o f a boat and upon con ­
viction  shall be punished by a fine o f not m ore thar $200, or 
by im prisonm ent for not m ore than 3 m onths, or by both 
such fine and im prisonm ent.
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