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May Data July 2000

Maine’s Industry Employment Outlook to 2008

aine’s labor market, like the nation’s, is constantly shifting. New

technologies, changing consumer demand, innovations in work

practices, new means of delivering products and services, rising
competition from abroad, and other forces are constantly reshaping the world of
work.

The Division of Labor F’\&rf; Information Services recently completed
employment projections to 20083% all industries in Maine. To a large extent, the
new projections show a atloﬁsg)‘ trends that have been ongoing in the labor
market for many years. For n?loﬁ (?forrﬁagon please contact Glenn Mills at (207)

9
')

287-2859. o,
/7/,

Industry Projection nghhghts S//y
Q Jobs in Maine are expected to increase by ten percent between 1998 and 2008.

U The service-producing sector will continue to be the engine of job growth; the
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Civilian Labor Force, Employed, and Unemployed in Maine, Seasonally Adjusted (n thousands)

ITEM 2000 1999
May Apr Mar  Feb Jan Dec  Nov Oct Sep  Aug Jul Jun  May
Civilian Labor Force 7006 6984 696.0 6953 692.1 | 6869 683.7 6809 6783 6736 671.2 671.0 6685
Employed 6759 6753 6715 671.8 667.8 | 661.8 6583 654.5 650.8 6459 6443 641.0 638.5
Unemployed 247 231 245 236 243 251 255 264 275 277 270 299 299
Unemployment Rate (%) 3.5 3.3 3.5 34 3.5 3.7 3.7 3.9 4.1 4.1 4.0 45 4.5
' See page 2 for footnotes 1 through 4 and source.
Nonfarm Wage and Salary Employment in Maine, Seasonally Adjusted’ (a thousanas)
2000 1999
INDUSTRY May Apr Mar  Feb Jan Dec  Nov Oct Sep  Aug Jul Jun  May

Nonfarm Wage and Salary Employment? 601.3 601.3 599.2 597.7 593.1|593.1 591.8 590.2 588.8 586.2 586.1 5849 582.7

Construction 294 310 307 308 297| 294 291 288 286 283 282 280 271

Manufacturing 858 859 860 864 862| 862 862 859 860 858 858 860 858

Durable Goods 433 434 433 434 433 | 432 432 429 430 428 427 428 428

Nondurable Goods 425 425 427 430 429 | 430 430 43.0 430 430 431 432 430

Transportation and Public Utilities 243 243 240 238 238| 239 239 240 240 240 240 240 239

Wholesale Trade 280 281 280 281 281 279 278 276 276 274 2713 272 2741

Retail Trade 121.7 1225 1218 121.7 1209|1209 1206 1198 1189 1188 1189 1186 118.6

Finance, Insurance, and Real Estate 306 311 311 311 311 311 312 311 310 31.0 310 311 31.0

Services 180.5 1806 1786 178.0 1762|1769 1763 176.1 1756 1755 1750 1742 173.3

Government 1009 977 989 977 970 967 966 968 970 953 958 957 958

' See footnotes 1 and 2 on page 6.

2 Mining employment is not suitable for seasonal adjustment because it has very little seasonal and irregular movement. Thus, the not-

seasonally-adjusted series is used as a component of the seasonally adjusted total nonfarm wage and salary employment estimate. Source: See page 2.

May Unemployment Rate Rises to 3.5 Percent

State Labor Commissioner Valerie Landry announced

Unemployment Rates, Seasonally Adjusted

that the seasonally-adjusted unemployment rate for US ~ New Engand - Mane

Maine rose to 3.5 percent in May from the all-time low o - - === - -
of 3.3 percent in April. Cﬁé

“The seasonally-adjusted unemployment rate in- S T1- - = o
creased slightly between April and May as the number ‘_z:? .

of people looking for work increased faster than the ST - - -
number of jobs available,” said Commissioner Landry.

“However, the unemployment rate remained a full B e e e T TR R A v v

percentage point below the rate of 4.5 percent
recorded for May 1999.”

Seasonally-adjusted nonfarm wage and salary
employment was unchanged between April and May
at 601,300. Between May 1999 and May 2000,
nonfarm jobs rose by 18,600, with the largest growth in
services. Gains also were recorded in government,
retail trade, construction, and wholesale trade.

Other New England states reporting seasonally-
adjusted unemployment rates for May include
Vermont, 2.5 percent, and New Hampshire, 2.7
percent. The adjusted national rate was 4.1 percent for
May, up from 3.9 percent in April and down from 4.2
percent in May 1999.

("'h
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1999 2000

The not-seasonally adjusted unemployment rate for
Maine was 3.3 percent, down from 3.6 percent in April
and 4.3 percent in May 1999. The unadjusted national
rate was 3.9 percent in May, down from 3.7 percent in
April and 4.0 percent a year ago. Not-seasonally-
adjusted May unemployment rates for Maine counties
ranged from 1.8 percent in Cumberland County to 7.7
percent in Franklin County.

Not-seasonally-adjusted nonfarm wage and salary jobs
rose seasonally by 13,000 between April and May. The
largest gains were recorded by eating and drinking
places, lodging services, and construction.
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Selected Regular Unemployment Compensation Program Indicators

Koy Data

Average Duration
Average Weekly Benefit Amount®
Exhaustees

* For totally unemployed claimants, excluding dependency allowances.

Weekly Initial Claims

May 2000  Apr 2000 May 1999

14,5 14,5 13.5

$200.12 $198.86  $189.68

1,193 1,293 1,134

Continued Clalms Less Partials*

May 2000 Apr 2000 May 1999

5,584 7,806 6,245
* For the week Including the 12" of the month.

Monthly Unemployment Insurance Trust Fund Balance

Week| 5/27 | 5/20 | 5/13| 5/6| 4/29| 4/22 | 4/15
2000 996 | 898 | 901] 904(1,280]1,234 1,176
Week| 5/30 | 5/23 | 5/16| 5/9| 5/2] 4/25] 4/18
199911,074 11,211 11,06011,07511,06611,005 11,171
$320
$240
g
%ﬁeo
$80
S0

JFMAMJJASONDJFMAMIJIJASONDJFMAMIJASONDJIFMAM

1997

1998

1999 2000

Between May 1999 and May 2000, not-seasonally-
adjusted nonfarm wage and salary jobs increased by
18,500. Services rose by 7,100, mainly in educational
services, social services, health services, and other
services. Government added 5,100, largely due to the
employment of temporary enumerators for the
Decennial Census. Retail trade rose by 3,100, mainly in
general merchandise stores, food stores, and other
retail trade. Construction increased by 2,300.

Unemployment Rates for Maine

4%

Unemployment Rate

2%

Seascrially Adysted

Not Seasonally Adjusted

U.S. Consumer Price Index
for all urban consumers (CPI-U)

Item May 00 Apr 00 May 99 Dec 99
(1982-1984 = 100) All ltems 168.1 1679 162.8 165.1
Percent Change from Prior Month +0.1%

Percent Change from 12 Months Ago +3.3%
Percent change from Last December +1.8%

Over-the-Year Change in CPI-U

Percent Change




Mdiﬂe LABOR MARKET DIGEST 6

Nonfarm Wage and Salary Employment, Not Seasonally Adjusted
(in thousands)

INDUSTRY MAINE PORTLAND MSA LEWISTON-AUBURN MSA
May 00 Apr 00 May 99 May 00 Apr 00 May 99 May 00 Apr 00 May 99
Nonfarm Wage and Salary Employment’ 603.0 590.0 5845 151.5 148.6 145.7 45.1 44.4 44.2
Goods Producing 1157 1133 1134 23.0 22.4 21.2 9.7 9.5 9.7
Mining 0.1 0.1 0.1 * * * * * *
Construction 30.4 28.6 28.1 1.7 7.3 6.9 1.8 1.6 1.8
Building Construction 71 6.9 6.6 1.6 1.5 1.3 * * *
Heavy Construction 47 43 4.4 * ‘ * * * ‘
Special Trade Contractors 18.6 17.4 171 5.6 5.3 5.1 . * ‘
Manufacturing 85.2 84.6 85.2 15.3 15.1 143 7.9 7.9 7.9
Durable Goods 42.7 42.5 42.2 1.7 7.6 6.9 2.4 2.4 2.4
Lumber and Wood Products 101 101 9.9 * * * * * *
Primary and Fabricated Metals 3.8 3.7 37 * * * . * *
Industrial Machinery and Equipment 4.6 4.6 4.5 1.6 1.6 1.6 ‘ * *
Electronic and Other Electrical Equipment 7.8 7.7 7.0 2.9 2.9 2.8 * * *
Transportation Equipment 11.0 1.1 11.5 ‘ * : * ‘ *
Other Durable Goods 5.4 5.3 5.6 3.2 31 2.5 ‘ ¢ *
Nondurable Goods 42.5 42.1 43.0 7.6 7.5 7.4 5.5 5.5 5.5
Food and Kindred Products 6.2 6.2 6.2 2.4 2.4 2.0 * * *
Textile Mill Products 3.3 3.2 3.1 * * * * * ‘
Apparel and Other Textile Products 2.5 2.5 2.3 * ¢ * * * *
Paper and Allied Products 13.3 13.2 13.8 . * * * * *
Printing and Publishing 6.3 6.1 6.0 1.6 1.6 1.7 * ¢ *
Rubber and Misc. Plastic Products 2.9 2.9 2.9 * * * * * *
Leather and Leather Products 5.8 59 6.4 0.8 0.8 0.9 0.8 0.8 0.9
Other Nondurable Goods 2.2 21 2.3 2.8 2.7 2.8 47 47 4.6
Service Producing 487.3 476.7 411 128.5 126.2 124.5 35.4 34.9 345
Transportation and Public Utilities 24.2 23.7 23.8 7.5 7.2 6.9 2.0 1.9 2.0
Wholesale Trade 28.2 27.9 273 9.5 9.5 9.0 2.6 25 2.5
Retail Trade 1205 1158 1174 315 30.5 31.1 8.4 8.3 8.5
General Merchandise Stores 12.2 11.8 1.2 * * * ‘ * *
Food Stores 23.7 23.0 22.8 . : : ‘ * *
Automotive Sales and Services 13.9 14.0 136 * * * * * *
Eating and Drinking Places 36.7 33.6 36.7 9.2 8.7 8.8 * ¢ .
Other Retail Trade 34.0 334 331 * * * * * *
Finance, Insurance, and Real Estate 30.7 30.9 31.1 134 13.3 13.7 2.5 2.4 24
Banking 9.3 9.3 9.1 * * : * * *

Insurance Carriers, Brokers and Agents 12.2 12.4 13.0 * ‘ : * * .
Other Finance, Insurance, and Real Estate 9.2 9.2 9.0 * * : * * *
Services 1805 177.1 1734 46.8 46.0 45.1 14.6 145 14.1
Hotels and Other Lodging Places 10.9 8.8 10.6 ‘ * * * ‘ :
Business Services 23.8 23.5 23.3 * * * * * *
Health Services 56.9 56.5 55.9 * * * * * *
Educational Services 16.9 17.0 14.3 * * * * * *
Social Services 25.1 25.2 23.3 ‘ * : * * *
Other Services 46.9 46.1 46.0 * * * * * *
Government 103.2 1013 98.1 19.8 19.7 18.7 5.3 5.3 5.0
Federal 15.9 14.5 135 3.1 2.8 2.4 0.4 0.4 0.3
State 27.2 27.7 25.3 5.1 5.2 48 0.8 0.8 0.7
Local? 60.1 59.1 59.3 11.6 1.7 11.5 41 4.1 4.0

Nonfarm wage and salary employment estimates include all full- and part-time wage and salary workers who worked during or received pay for the pay period
which includes the 12th of the month. Domestic workers in private households, proprietors, the self-employed, and unpaid family workers are excluded.
Estimates measure the number of jobs by industry. Current month's estimates are preliminary; prior month and year-ago estimates are revised. These estimates
are benchmarked to March 1998. As a measure of reliability, the March 1998 benchmark revision for total nonfarm wage and salary employment was .07
percent higher than the original sample-based estimate.

Regular teachers are included in summer months whether or not specifically paid in those months.
* Where an employment estimate is not entered, either the data is not available in sufficient detail for publication or is nondisclosable by law.
Source: See page 2.
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Earnings and Hours of Production Workers in Manufacturing Industries'
Not Seasonally Adjusted

AVERAGE WEEKLY

AVERAGE WEEKLY
HOURS
May 00 Apr 00 May 99

AVERAGE HOURLY
EARNINGS
May 00 Apr 00 May 99

ANNUAL AVERAGE
HOURLY EARNINGS
1999 1998 1997

AREA AND INDUSTRY EARNINGS
May 00  Apr 00 May 99
STATEWIDE
Manufacturing §594.23 $589.64 $559.54
Durable Goods §57.76 560.20 529.91
Lumber and Wood Products 47475 468.02 447.10
Primary and Fabricated Metals 506.35 501.02 516.99

Industrial Machinery and Equipment | 700.40 698.86 629.09
Electronic and Other Electric Equipment | 538.75 548.56 499.56

Transportation Equipment 67159 67513 638.75
Other Durable Goods 430.06 433.62 424.20
Nondurable Goods 630.24 620.43 589.87
Food and Kindred Products 439.82 436.45 385.84
Textile Mill Products 513.00 513.74 435.78
Apparel and Other Textile Products 385.44 383.04 406.02
Paper and Allied Products 975.63 937.43 900.64
Leather and Leather Products 418.18 427.03 393.05
Other Nondurable Goods 49459 500.48 482.41
PORTLAND MSA

Manufacturing 515.05 510.85 460.63

LEWISTON-AUBURN MSA

Manufacturing

526.19 530.88 507.94

a7 a7 404
420 419 407
422 419 425
41.0 408 421
451 444 439
473 477 423
379 381 365
396 391 404

413 415 401
408 403 371
456 46.2 405
379 380 402
434 431 416
406 411 4.2
384 391 385

43.1 425 403

a4 421 426

$§14.25 $14.14 $13.85
13.28 13.37 13.02
1125 1117 10.52
1235 1228 12.28
15653 15.74 1433
1139 1150 11.81
17,72 17.72 17.50
10.86 11.09 10.50

15.26 14.95 14.71
10.78 10.83 10.40
1125 1112 10.76
10.17 10.08 10.10
2248 21.75 21.65
1030 10.39 9.54
12.88 12.80 1253

11.95 12.02 11.43

12711 12.61 12.21

$§13.97 $13.49 $13.12
13.12 1299 12.72
10.84 10.46 10.32
1252 1233 11.55
1467 1433 14.66
1165 1148 1113
17.78 17.60 16.77
10.53 10.40 10.27

14.87 14.01 13.50
10.19 10.03 9.85
1098 10.50 9.97
1002 9.57 9.52
21.94 2023 19.44

9.78 931 888
1266 1212 11.65

11.63 11.42 11.28

1233 11.86 11.13

Hours worked and earnings data are computed based on payroll figures for the week including the 12th of the month for manufacturing production workers. Average hourly
garnings are calculated on a gross basis, and include such factors as premium pay for overtime and shift differential, as well as changes in basic hourly and incentive rates of
pay. Average weekly earnings are the product of weekly hours worked and hourly earnings.

Source: See page 2.
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