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Clvillan Labor Force, Employed, and Unemployed in Maine, Seasonally Adjusted (s teusanss)

Maz’rze LABOR MARKET DiGEST

TEM 1998 1997
Sep Aug Jul Jun May Apr  Mar Feb Jan  Dec Nov Oct  Sep
Civilian Labor Force 649.4 654.1 652.2 6506 654.1 653.3 655.0 657.9 |660.9 661.1 659.0 657.8 656.4
Employed 621.4 6253 622.1 6244 629.0 627.1 626.6 627.6 |627.7 626.3 624.0 622.5 621.1
Unemployed 280 288 302 261 251 262 284 303 331 349 350 353 353
Unemployment Rate (%) 4.3 44 4.6 4.0 3.8 4.0 43 4.6 5.0 5.3 5.3 5.4 5.4

' See page 2 for footnotes 1 through 4 and source.

Nonfarm Wage and Salary Employment in Maine, Seasonally Adjusted’ (s teusands)

1998 1997
INDUSTRY Sep Aug Jul  Jun May Apr  Mar Feb Jan  Dec Nov Oct Sep
Nonfarm Wage and Salary Employment? 567.7 5649 564.1 5623 560.9 561.0 561.0 560.8 |558.1 561.4 560.8 558.5 557.1
Construction 254 250 246 244 242 241 242 244 | 244 244 244 242 240
Manufacturing 870 861 865 868 870 873 874 882 | 881 881 878 875 876
Durable Goods 418 416 419 417 420 420 419 423 | 421 421 422 420 420
Nondurable Goods 452 445 446 451 450 453 455 459 | 46.0 460 456 455 456
Transportation and Public Utilities 241 237 241 241 240 238 238 239 | 235 235 234 234 235
Wholesale Trade 270 270 268 266 266 267 266 264 | 263 264 264 264 264
Retail Trade 1165 1151 1148 1146 1140 1143 1142 1135|1141 1160 1164 1153 1148
Finance, Insurance, and Real Estate 308 308 306 301 304 302 302 297 | 294 292 290 288 286
Services 165.4 1647 1643 163.0 163.2 1624 162.0 161.6 |160.6 160.7 160.5 159.7 159.2
Government 924 924 923 926 914 921 925 930 | 916 930 928 93.1 929

' See footnotes 1 and 2 on page 6.

2 Mining employment Is not suitable for seasonal adjustment because it has very little seasonal and iregular movement. Thus, the not-

seasonally-adjusted series is used as a component of the seasonally adjusted total nonfarm wage and salary employment estimate. Source: See page 2.

September Unemployment Rate Fell to 4.3 Percent

State Labor Commissioner Valerie Landry announced
that Maine’s seasonally-adjusted unemployment rate fell
slightly to 4.3 percent in September, down from 4.4
percent in August.

“Seasonally-adjusted unemployment also was down
from September 1997, with an over-the-year drop in
unemployment of 7,300 and a decline in the
unemployment rate from 5.4 percent to 4.3 percent,”
said Commissioner Landry.

Between August and September, seasonally-adjusted
nonfarm wage and salary jobs increased by 2,800, with
gains in several industries. Over the year, nonfarm jobs
increased by 10,600, with over half the gain in services,
including social, business, and health services. Other
industries adding jobs over the year include finance,
insurance, and real estate; construction; transportation
and public utilities; retail trade; and wholesale trade.

Other New England states which have reported
seasonally-adjusted September unemployment rates
include New Hampshire, 2.4 percent, and Vermont, 3.2
percent. The adjusted national rate for September was
4.6 percent, slightly above the Maine rate.

Maine’s not-seasonally-adjusted unemployment rate was
3.3 percent in September, down from 3.4 percent in
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Unemployment Rates, Seasonally Adjusted
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August and 4.4 percent in September 1997. Not-
seasonally-adjusted unemployment rates for Maine
counties ranged from 2.0 percent in Lincoln County to
6.7 percent in Washington County.

Not-seasonally-adjusted nonfarm wage and salary jobs
rose by 4,400 from August to September. This gain was
primarily the result of seasonal increases in local and
state government as nonprofessional staff and work
study students returned to work at educational
institutions after the summer break. Partially offsetting
the increase in government jobs were seasonal losses in
lodging places and eating and drinking places as the
summer tourist season ended.
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Mane Lasor MARKET DIGEST 5
Selected Regular Unemployment Compensation Program Indicators
Key Data Sep 1998  Aug 1998  Sep 1997
Average Duration 16.2 16.3 16.0
Average Weekly Benefit Amount* $136.58 $135.73 $143.69
Exhaustees 1,016 1,133 1,112
* For totally unemployed claimants, excluding dependency allowances.
Weekly Initial Claims Continued Claims Less Partials*
Week| 10/3 | 9/26 | 9/19| 9/12| 9/5| 8/29 | 8/22 Sep 1998 Aug 1998 Sep 1997
1998| 908 | 797 |1,027| 725| 977| 878 | 949 4,893 7174 5,737
Week| 1074 | 9/27 | 9/20| 9/13| 9/6| 8/30 | 8/23 * For the week including the 12° of the month.
199711,070 1 8641 94211,0231 805] 9911 935
Monthly Unemployment Insurance Trust Fund Balance
$200
$150
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1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998
Between September 1997 and September 1998, not-
seasonally-adjusted nonfarm wage and salary jobs rose U.S. Consumer Price Index
by 10,500. Services increased by 6,200, mainly in social for all urban consumers (CPI-U)
services, b.usiness 'services, health services, a.md other Item Sep 98 Aug 98 Sep 97 Dec 97
services. Finance, insurance, and real estate increased
by 2,200; construction rose by 1,400; retail trade rose by (1982-1984 = 100) Al tams 1636 1634 1612 1613
700; and wholesale trade and transportation and public Percent Change from Prior Month +1.2%

utilities each added 600 jobs. Manufacturing and
government recorded job losses over the year.

Unemployment Rates for Maine
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Percent Change from 12 Months Ago +1.5%
Percent change from Last December +1.4%

Over-the-Year Change in CPI-U
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Mdiﬂ€ LABOR MARKET DIGEST

Nonfarm Wage and Salary Employment, Not Seasonally Adjusted
(in thousands)

NDUSTR MAINE PORTLAND MSA LEWISTON-AUBURN MSA
INDUSTRY Sep 98 Aug 98 Sep 97 Sep 98 Aug98  Sep 97 Sep 98 Aug 98 Sep 97
Nonfarm Wage and Salary Employment' 579.5 575.1 569.0 139.8 138.9 141.1 42.8 41.8 42.3
Goods Producing 1160 1159 1153 22.3 215 22.0 9.7 9.9 9.9
Mining 0.1 0.1 0.1 * * * * * *
Construction 28.0 21.7 26.6 7.5 7.3 7.0 1.8 1.9 2.0
Building Construction 6.3 6.3 6.0 1.2 1.2 1.2 * . .
Heavy Construction 45 43 4.4 * * * * * *
Special Trade Contractors 17.2 171 16.2 59 5.6 5.2 * * *
Manufacturing 87.9 88.1 88.6 14.8 14.2 15.0 7.9 8.0 7.9
Durable Goods 42.2 41.9 424 71 6.6 7.2 2.2 2.3 2.2
Lumber and Wood Products 11.2 1.1 111 * * * * * ‘
Primary and Fabricated Metals 34 35 3.6 * * ‘ * : .
Industrial Machinery and Equipment 4.4 4.4 4.4 1.6 1.6 1.5 * * *
Electronic and Other Electrical Equipment 6.9 6.9 7.6 2.1 2.1 2.5 * ‘ *
Transportation Equipment 11.3 11.0 10.7 * ‘ * * * *
Other Durable Goods 5.0 5.0 5.0 34 29 3.2 * * *
Nondurable Goods 45.7 46.2 46.2 1.7 7.6 7.8 5.7 5.7 5.7
Food and Kindred Products 6.5 7.2 6.7 24 2.2 2.2 * * *
Textile Mill Products 3.9 4.0 4.3 * * * * ‘ *
Apparel and Other Textile Products 2.4 2.4 2.1 * * * * * *
Paper and Allied Products 14.6 141 14.3 * * * * * *
Printing and Publishing 59 5.8 5.7 1.6 1.6 1.7 * : *
Rubber and Misc. Plastic Products 3.0 31 29 * * * * * *
Leather and Leather Products 7.2 73 79 0.9 0.9 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.1
Other Nondurable Goods 2.2 2.3 2.3 2.8 2.9 29 4.7 47 4.6
Service Producing 463.5 459.2 453.7 1175 117.4 119.1 33.1 31.9 324
Transportation and Public Utilities 24.6 243 24.0 6.4 6.5 6.4 1.8 1.7 1.7
Wholesale Trade 2713 215 26.7 10.0 10.2 9.7 2.3 2.3 2.2
Retail Trade 120.1 1235 1194 31.3 31.3 32.0 8.8 8.7 8.7
General Merchandise Stores 1.4 11.5 11.5 * ‘ * * ‘ *
Food Stores 20.9 22.0 20.5 * * * * ‘ :
Automotive Sales and Services 13.3 13.4 13.2 * * ‘ * * ‘
Eating and Drinking Places 38.5 413 38.5 8.7 9.5 94 * * *
Other Retail Trade 36.0 35.3 35.7 ‘ * ‘ . * :
Finance, Insurance, and Real Estate 31.0 31.4 28.8 12.6 12.9 125 2.3 2.3 2.1
Banking 9.4 9.5 8.7 * * ‘ * * *
Insurance Carriers, Brokers and Agents 12.6 12.7 11.8 * ‘ : ‘ ‘ *
Other Finance, Insurance, and Real Estate 9.0 9.2 8.3 * : ‘ ‘ * *
Services 169.2 172.3 163.0 40.1 40.5 41.1 13.2 12.9 13.1
Hotels and Other Lodging Places 12.0 15.0 12.0 * * * * * *
Business Services 23.7 23.6 221 ‘ * : ‘ * *
Health Services 53.4 53.6 52.3 * * * * * *
Educational Services 13.8 13.0 134 * * : * ‘ *
Social Services 22.4 21.4 20.6 ‘ * ‘ * * *
Other Services 43.9 45.7 42.6 * * * * . .
Government 91.3 80.2 91.8 171 16.0 174 4.7 4.0 4.6
Federal 13.0 13.0 129 2.3 2.3 2.3 0.3 0.3 0.3
State 249 23.0 25.0 43 41 45 0.7 0.7 0.7
Local? 53.4 442 53.9 10.5 9.6 10.6 3.7 3.0 3.6

Nonfarm wage and salary employment estimates include all full- and part-time wage and salary workers who worked during or received pay for the pay period

which includes the 12th of the month. Domestic workers in private households, proprietors, the self-employed, and unpaid family workers are excluded.

Estimates measure the number of jobs by industry. Current month's estimates are preliminary; prior month and year-ago estimates are revised. These estimates

are benchmarked to March 1995. As a measure of reliability, the March 1995 benchmark revision for total nonfarm wage and salary employment was .04
percent lower than the original sample-based estimate.

?

* Where an employment estimate is not entered, either the data is not available in sufficient detail for publication or is nondisclosable by law.

Source: See page 2.
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Regular teachers are included in summer months whether or not specifically paid in those months.
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Mdiﬂe LABOR MARKET DIGEST

Earnings and Hours of Production Workers in Manufacturing Industries'’
Not Seasonally Adjusted '

AVERAGE HOURLY
EARNINGS
Sep 98 Aug 98 Sep 97

ANNUAL AVERAGE
HOURLY EARNINGS
1997 1996 1995

AVERAGE WEEKLY
AREA AND INDUSTRY EARNINGS
Sep 98 Aug 98 Sep 97
STATEWIDE
Manufacturing §554.18 $539.08 $538.07
Durable Goods 526.73 523.74 515.75
Lumber and Wood Products 44174 44393 440.24
Primary and Fabricated Metals 522,92 527.50 496.48
Industrial Machinery and Equipment | 632.04 635.64 682.52
Electronic and Other Electric Equipment | 441.94 452,78 399.43
Transportation Equipment 673.31 640.29 652.86
Other Durable Goods 422,47 44542 433.95
Nondurable Goods 582.63 554.61 559.42
Food and Kindred Products 406.14 386.90 383.76
Textile Mill Products 392.28 44257 473.58
Apparel and Other Textile Products 365.42 368.81 369.79
Paper and Allied Products 909.79 836.40 859.85
Leather and Leather Products 357.64 371.70 348.39
Other Nondurable Goods 490.86 475.01 471.02
PORTLAND MSA
Manufacturing 497.83 488.52 420.66
LEWISTON-AUBURN MSA
Manufacturing 513.34 503.16 494.77

AVERAGE WEEKLY
HOURS

Sep 98 Aug 98 Sep 97
40.1 402 #1.2
408 406 409
414 424 427
418 422 428
459 455 452
380 386 356
397 374 404
40.7 402 409
395 399 415
409 39.2 39.0
355 414 475
368 381 386
416 410 431
371 395 395
393 384 405
439 414 380
420 420 4238

$13.82 §13.41 $13.08
1291 12.90 12.61
10.67 10.47 10.31
1251 1250 11.60
13.77 1397 15.10
1163 1173 11.22
1696 17.12 16.16
10.38 11.08 10.61

1475 13.90 13.48
993 9087 9084
11.05 1069 9.97
993 9.68 958
21.87 20.40 19.95
964 941 882
12.49 1237 11.63

11.34 11.80 11.07

1222 11.88 1156

$13.10 $12.71 $12.42
12.70 12.23 12.22
1031 1010 9.80
1155 11.31 11.07
1465 1417 13.67
1113 1094 10.76
16.77 15.49 16.43
1027 10.08 9.67

1348 13.17 12.61
9.85 10.00 9.75
9.97 1027 1017
952 9.00 832

19.44 1884 18.22
888 871 854

11.64 1120 10.88

1110 11.22 11.02

1130 11.13 10.11

' Hours worked and eamings data are computed based on payroll figures for the week Including the 12th of the month for manufacturing production workers.
Average hourly eamings are calculated on a gross basls, and include such factors as premium pay for overtime and shift differential, as well as changes in basic
, hourly and incentive rates of pay. Average weekly eamings are the product of weekly hours worked and hourty eamings.

Source: See page 2.

Nonfarm Employment by Sector
January 1983-September 1998, Maine'
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Nonfarm Employment by Industry Division
Maine, Over-the-Year Change, September 19982
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8 Mame LABOR MARKET DIGEST
Employment by Major Industry Division for Maine Counties'
N > ®
S x S o S S s s
S S x $ S 3 S
FLEEI818 8 slsleldFlElElelfe
S ¥ [ |¢ [f|5|§|¢ € |¢F | |§|F¥ |
First Quarter 1997
Agricutture, Forestry, and Fishing 596 669 866 55 181 382 141 116 179 381 69 53 87 41 277 364
Mining and Construction 1571 521 6,022 460 1201 1,740 724 495 521 2038 95 465 1427 252 375 1854
Manufacturing 8,025 4650 16,110 3468 2644 5330 2614 860 4,384 8699 2135 7,030 5221 1390 1805 11,702
Transportation and Public Utilities 1573 1732 6568 233 801 2,053 611 639 555 3373. 209 232 616 245 535 1,162
Wholesale Trade 2,064 824 9772 132 295 2952 854 185- . 221 v37266 L 76 172 288 213 378 1457
Retail Trade 8299 5584 31973 2318 3546 9313 2926 2204 ~2989 13151 952 1713 2472 1549 2035 11660
Finance, Insurance, and Real Estate 2,158 889 12,864 594 607 1673 1,040 353 453 - 2,031 92 287 324 971 311 1545
Services 12578 7132 45411 2380 5051 14815 4,014 2644 4987 16573 966 2232 4,158 1619 2191 11,097
State Government 434 908 4,015 381 536 8441 685 59 286 4,543 12 30 476 51 389 300
Local Government 4274 3918 11845 1266 2105 5114 1560 1446 2332 6589 1051 1501 2123 1387 1807 6986
Federal Govemment 349 752 2966 92 399 1678 127 95 161 1326 © 55 386 152 m 303 4121
Total 41,922 27,580 148413 11,378 17,364 53,491 15296 9,097 17,067 61,970 5,713 14,098 17,345 7,828 10,404 52,249
First Quarter 1998 b
Agriculture, Forestry, and Fishing 397 606 990 66 198 409 158 99 167 374/ 73 74 109 61 293 429
Mining and Construction 1516 538 6,005 419 1272 1760 776 433 509 1,855 89- 506 1486 290 342 2012
Manufacturing 8,180 4949 16,076 3465 2,784 5468 2127 967 4,495 8864 2036 7458 5126 1513 1732 11473
Transportation and Public Utilities 1633 1682 7.004 234 834 2148 541 424 603 3347 228 239 635 276 582 1223
Wholesale Trade 2223 849 9335 4 315 2997 902 233 221 3228 105 222 484 188 397 1679
Retail Trade 8444 5465 33505 2380 3683 9364 2992 2252 3039 13394 940 1730 2596 1638 2139 11774
Finance, Insurance, and Real Estate 2187 894 13,002 605 644 1602 1374 367 471 2307 81 262 332 876 300 1628
Services 13239 7696 46,728 2590 5304 14933 4208 2631 5241 17608 1030 2240 4,116 1,820 2340 11917
State Government 449 928 4,005 384 553 8,481 680 62 305 4559 10 17 476 51 379 316
Local Government 4290 3924 12,146 1383 2139 5204 1627 1495 2500 6618 1,060 1504 2103 1430 1915 7005
Federal Government 372 772 3,044 91 383 1,638 120 99 166 1,379 60 375 156 105 310 3847
Total 42,949 28,302 151,862 11,758 18,110 54,003 15508 9,061 17,724 65536 5712 14,629 17,621 8,248 10,728 53,306
Change, First Quarter 1997 to First Quarter 1998
Agricutture, Forestry, and Fishing -199 -63 124 " 17 27 17 -17 -12 -7 4 21 22 20 16 65
Mining and Construction -55 17 17 -4 71 20 52 -62 -12 -183 -6 41 59 38 -33 158
Manufacturing 155 299 -34 -3 140 138 -487 107 m 165 -99 428 -95 123 73 -229
Transportation and Public Utilities 60 -50 436 1 33 95 -710 215 48 -26 19 7 19 31 47 61
Wholesale Trade 159 25  -437 9 20 45 48 48 0 -38 29 50 196 -25 19 222
Retail Trade 145 119 1532 62 137 49 66 48 50 243 12 17 124 89 104 114
Finance, Insurance, and Real Estate 29 5 138 " 37 -7 334 14 18 276 -1 -25 8 -95 -1 83
Services 661 564 1317 210 253 118 194 -13 254 1035 64 8 -42 201 149 820
State Government 15 20 -10 3 17 40 -5 3 19 16 -2 -13 0 0 -10 16
Local Government 16 6 30: 117 34 90 67 49 168 29 9 3 -20 43 108 19
Federal Government 23 20 78 -1 -16 -40 -7 4 5 53 -5 -1 4 -6 7 -274
Total 1,027 722 3449 380 746 512 212 -36 657 1566 -1 531 276 42 324 1,057

1 Employment reported by employers subject to the Maine Employment Security Law. Also included is reported employment of federal
government installations within the state.
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