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4 Maine LABOR MARKET DIGEST

Civilian Labor Force, Employed, and Unemployed in Maine, Seasonally Adjusted (e treesanss)

ITEM 1998 1997 .

Jan Dec Nov  Oct Sep Aug Jul Jun May  Apr Mar Feb Jan ‘
Civilian Labor Force 659.1 | 661.1 659.0 657.8 656.4 655.6 655.1 656.6 657.5 659.2 661.0 662.1 664.0
Employed 627.8 | 626.3 624.0 6225 621.1 6206 6200 6209 621.6 6224 6250 626.2 628.6
Unemployed 313 349 350 353 353 350 351 357 359 367 361 359 354
Unemployment Rate (%) 4.8 5.3 5.3 5.4 5.4 5.3 5.4 5.4 5.5 5.6 5.5 5.4 5.3

' See page 2 for footnotes 1 through 4 and source.

Nonfarm Wage and Salary Employment in Maine, Seasonally Adjusted’ s tessanes)

1998 1997
INDUSTRY Jan Dec Nov  Oct Sep Aug Jul Jun May  Apr Mar Feb  Jan
Nonfarm Wage and Salary Employment? 558.4 | 561.4 560.8 558.5 557.1 5552 5546 5526 550.0 548.6 549.1 547.0 546.3
Construction 244 | 244 244 242 240 240 239 235 235 235 238 239 240
Manufacturing 88.1| 881 878 875 876 879 873 877 876 872 876 871 868
Durable Goods 421 | 421 422 420 420 420 417 4417 417 416 416 411 410
Nondurable Goods 46.0| 46.0 456 455 456 459 456 46.0 459 455 460 46.0 458
Transportation and Public Utilities 235 235 234 234 235 225 235 234 231 231 231 232 229
Wholesale Trade 263 | 264 264 264 264 264 263 262 260 261 259 258 257
Retall Trade 1142 1 116.0 1164 1153 1148 1142 1139 1134 1127 1122 1119 1111 1120
Finance, Insurance, and Real Estate 294 292 290 288 286 287 287 283 281 280 280 279 277
Services 160.6 | 160.7 160.5 159.7 159.2 1585 158.0 157.1 156.3 1553 155.8 1553 154.3
Government 918 93.0 928 931 929 929 929 929 926 931 929 926 928

' See footnotes 1 and 2 on page 6.

Unemployment Down in January

State Labor Commissioner Valerie Landry announced that
Maine’s seasonally-adjusted unemployment rate fell to 4.8
percent in January from 5.3 percent in December 1997.

“Seasonally-adjusted unemployment declined in January.
However, the ice storm caused delays for many people filing
January unemployment claims. When a more complete
count of claims is available, we anticipate the unemployment
rate for January will be revised upward,” said Commissioner
Landry. “Despite the storm, we expect the revised rate will
remain lower than the rate of 5.3 percent recorded last month
and a year ago.”

Seasonally-adjusted nonfarm wage and salary employment
declined by 3,000 between December and January, largely
due to storm-related losses in retail trade and government.
Over the past year nonfarm employment increased by
12,100, with the largest job gains recorded in services, retail
trade, and finance, insurance, and real estate.

Other New England states which have reported their
seasonally-adjusted January unemployment rates include
Rhode Island, 4.7 percent; Massachusetts, 3.6 percent; and
New Hampshire, 3.2 percent. The adjusted national rate for
January was 4.7 percent.

Maine’s not-seasonally-adjusted unemployment rate was 6.0
percent in January, up seasonally as expected from 5.0

- Labor Market Information Services

2 Mining employment is not suitable for seasonal adjustment because it has very little seasonal and irregular movement. Thus, the not-
seasonally-adjusted series Is used as a component of the seasonally adjusted total nonfarm wage and salary employment estimate.

Source: See page 2.
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percent in December, but down from 6.6 percent in January
1997. The unadjusted national rate was 5.2 percent in
January, up from 4.4 percent in December and down from
59 percent in January 1996. Not-seasonally-adjusted
January unemployment rates for Maine counties ranged
from 3.2 percent in Cumberland County to 13.5 percent in
Washington County.

Not-seasonally-adjusted nonfarm wage and salary jobs fell
by 28,000 from December to January, with normal seasonal
declines enhanced by storm-related losses. Retail trade jobs
dropped by 10,500 as the holiday shopping season ended.‘
State and local government combined declined 4,900 due
primarily to winter vacation breaks in schools and the

Loogle
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Week
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Selected Regular Unemployment Compensation Program Indicators

Key Data Jan 1998 Dec 1997  Jan 1997
Average Duration 17.0 16.7 14.2
Average Weekly Benefit Amount* $146.33 $143.97  $157.32
Exhaustees 2,709 2,505 1,455

* For totally unemployed claimants, excluding dependency allowances.

Weekly Initial Claims

2/7T| 131 /24 117110 1/3

1998

1,915

1,934 | 3,306 | 4,585 2,306 12,467 | 2,295

Week

2/15

2/81 211 1/251 1181111 | 1/4

1997

1,834

1,821 12,33312,37112,71615,318 13,362

Continued Claims Less Partials*

Jan 1998 Dec 1997 Jan 1997

15,001 10,599 17,436
* For the week Including the 12" of the month.

Monthly Unemployment Insurance Trust Fund Balance

university system. Services jobs decreased by 5,100, with
losses recorded in lodging services, business services, and
private educational institutions which were on winter break.
Construction fell by 3,400 due to winter weather.

Over the year, not-seasonally-adjusted nonfarm wage and
salary jobs rose by 11,800. Services added 6,300, largely in
social services, business services, and health services. Retail
trade rose by 2,200, and finance, insurance, and real estate
increased by 1,700. Manufacturing rose by 1,200.

Unemployment Rates for Maine

I Seasonally Adjusted

Not Seasonally Adjusted

Unemployment Rate

RN

U.S. Consumer Price Index
for all urban consumers (CPI-U)

Item

(1982-1984 = 100) All items 161.6 1613 159.1

+0.2%
+1.6%
+0.2%

Percent Change from Prior Month
Percent Change from 12 Months Ago
Percent change from Last December

Over-the-Year Change in CPI-U

Purcent Changa

Jan 98 Dec 97 Jan 97 Dec 97

161.3

Labor Market InformationServices
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6 Ma ine LABOR MARKET DIGEST

Nonfarm Wage and Salary Employment, Not Seasonally Adjusted
(in thousands)

INDUSTRY MAINE PORTLAND MSA LEWISTON-AUBURN MSA
Jan 98 Dec 97 Jan 97 Jan 98 Dec 97  Jan 97 Jan 98 Dec 97 Jan 97
Nonfarm Wage and Salary Employment’ 539.0 567.0 527.0 139.2 146.7 136.7 41.2 435 40.5
Goods Producing 1084 1139 106.8 21.8 22.6 20.1 9.3 9.7 9.1
Mining 0.1 0.1 0.1 * * * * * *
Construction 21.2 24.6 20.8 6.7 71 5.7 1.6 1.8 1.5
Building Construction 54 5.9 5.3 1.3 1.2 1.1 * * *
Heavy Construction 2.4 3.2 2.8 * * * * * *
Special Trade Contractors 134 15.5 12.7 5.1 5.5 4.3 * * *
Manufacturing 87.1 89.2 85.9 15.1 15.5 14.4 1.7 7.9 7.6
Durable Goods 41.9 43.1 40.9 7.1 7.6 6.7 2.2 2.2 2.2
Lumber and Wood Products 10.8 11.0 10.4 * * * * * *
Primary and Fabricated Metals 3.5 35 3.8 * * * * * *
Industrial Machinery and Equipment 45 45 4.3 1.6 1.6 1.4 * * *
Electronic and Other Electrical Equipment 7.7 7.8 71 2.5 2.5 2.3 : * *
Transportation Equipment 10.8 10.8 10.9 * * * * * *
Other Durable Goods 4.6 5.5 44 3.0 35 3.0 * ‘ *
Nondurable Goods 45.2 46.1 45.0 8.0 7.9 1.7 5.5 5.7 5.4
Food and Kindred Products 6.1 6.4 6.3 2.4 2.4 2.2 * * *
Textile Mill Products 43 44 4.3 * * * * * *
Apparel and Other Textile Products 2.2 2.2 19 * * . * * *
Paper and Allied Products 144 147 14.8 : ‘ ‘ * ‘ *
Printing and Publishing 5.7 5.7 5.6 1.7 1.6 1.7 * * *
Rubber and Misc. Plastic Products 3.0 3.0 2.8 * : * * * *
Leather and Leather Products 7.6 7.7 7.6 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.1 1.0
Other Nondurable Goods 1.9 2.0 1.7 29 29 2.8 45 46 44
Service Producing 430.6 453.1 420.2 117.4 124.1 116.6 31.9 338 3.4
Transportation and Public Utilities 22,9 23.7 22.3 6.3 6.4 6.2 1.6 1.9 1.6
Wholesale Trade 25.8 26.5 25.2 10.0 9.9 9.5 2.1 2.2 2.0
Retall Trade 1078 1183 105.6 31.0 35.8 30.5 8.4 9.3 8.3
General Merchandise Stores 11.5 129 114 * * ‘ : ‘ *
Food Stores 19.6 20.3 19.3 * : * * * ‘
Automotive Sales and Services 12.7 13.0 12.4 * * * * * *
Eating and Drinking Places 29.6 32.0 29.7 8.5 8.6 8.1 : ‘ *
Other Retail Trade 34.4 40.1 32.8 * ‘ . : ‘ ‘
Finance, Insurance, and Real Estate 29.0 29.1 273 12.5 12.5 121 2.2 2.2 2.1
Banking 8.9 8.8 8.5 * * * * ‘ *
Insurance Carriers, Brokers and Agents 121 121 1.7 * * * * * *
Other Finance, Insurance, and Real Estate 8.0 8.2 71 * * * * * .
Services 153.8 1589 1475 40.1 40.9 40.6 12.8 13.2 12.6
Hotels and Other Lodging Places 6.0 7.3 6.0 * * * : * *
Business Services 21.4 22.7 19.4 * * * ‘ * *
Health Services 52.7 52.6 51.4 * * ‘ * * *
Educational Services 13.0 14,7 121 * ‘ ‘ ‘ * .
Social Services 211 21.4 19.0 * * : ‘ . *
Other Services 39.6 40.2 39.6 * * : * * *
Government 91.3 96.6 92.3 175 18.5 17.7 4.8 5.0 4.8
Federal 12.7 13.1 13.2 2.3 2.4 2.3 0.3 0.3 0.3
State 23.9 26.3 23.7 4.3 5.0 4.3 0.7 0.7 0.7
Local? 54.7 57.2 55.4 10.9 1.1 111 3.8 4.0 3.8

Nonfarm wage and salary employment estimates include all full- and part-time wage and salary workers who worked during or received pay for the pay period
which includes the 12th of the month. Domestic workers in private households, proprietors, the self-employed, and unpaid family workers are excluded.
Estimates measure the number of jobs by industry. Current month's estimates are preliminary; prior month and year-ago estimates are revised. These estimates
are benchmarked to March 1995. As a measure of reliability, the March 1995 benchmark revision for total nonfarm wage and salary employment was .04
percent lower than the original sample-based estimate.

? Regular teachers are included in summer months whether or not specifically paid in those months.

* Where an employment estimate is not entered, either the data is not available in sufficient detail for publication or is nondisclosable by law.

Source: See page 2.
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i
Earnings and Hours of Production Workers in Manufacturing Industries' i
]
Not Seasonally Adjusted !
AVERAGE WEEKLY AVERAGE WEEKLY AVERAGE HOURLY ANNUAL AVERAGE ;
AREA AND INDUSTRY EARNINGS HOURS EARNINGS HOURLY EARNINGS !
Jan98 Dec97 Jan97 |[Jan 98 Dec 97 Jan 97 | Jan 98 Dec 97 Jan 97 1997 1996 1995 :
STATEWIDE
Manufacturing §540.25 $550.29 $522.69 | 399 415 39.9 | $13.54 $13.26 $13.10 |[$13.10 $12.71 $12.42
Durable Goods 538.89 530.75 508.76 | 398 414 395 13.54 12.82 12.88 || 12.70 12.23 12.22
Lumber and Wood Products 44750 44181 44986 | 427 424 426 10.48 1042 1056 (( 1031 10.10 9.80
Primary and Fabricated Metals 460.37 489.17 439.25 368 387 387 1251 1264 1135 1155 1131 11.07
Industrial Machinery and Equipment | 666.27 693.556 634.48 443 459 440 15.04 1511 1442 || 1465 1417 13.67
Electronic and Other Electric Equipment | 429.96 429.03 378.76 | 38.7 37.8 34.0 1111 1135 1114 1113 1094 10.76
Transportation Equipment 748.99 720.71 661.82 376 436 385 19.92 1653 17.19 16.77 1549 16.43
Other Durable Goods 388.21 391.79 398.16 | 378 386 395 10.27 10.15 10.08 || 10.27 10.08 9.67
Nondurable Goods 541.20 569.92 534.66 | 400 416 40.2 13.53 13.70 13.30 || 13.48 13.17 1261
Food and Kindred Products 375.87 39497 34066 | 37.7 393 34.1 997 1005 9.99 985 10.00 9.75
Textlle Mill Products 428.40 469.40 442.21 425 478 431 10.08 9.82 10.26 997 1027 1017
Apparel and Other Textile Products 373.43 40217 319.68 383 405 349 975 993 9.16 952 9.00 8.32
Paper and Allied Products 826.06 878.47 816.63 | 435 443 446 18.99 19.83 18.31 19.44 18.84 18.22
Leather and Leather Products 340.55 356.33 348.77 373 392 391 913 9.09 892 888 871 854
Other Nondurable Goods 44231 44992 42656 | 372 380 369 11.89 11.84 1156 11.64 1120 10.88
PORTLAND MSA
Manufacturing 424.50 44387 43130 | 375 384 38.0 11.32 1229 11.35 (| 11.10 11.22 11.02
LEWISTON-AUBURN MSA
Manufacturing 473.21 487.18 452.18 | 40.9 424 397 11.57 1149 1139 (| 11.30 11.13 10.11
' Hours worked and earnings data are computed based on payroll figures for the week including the 12th of the month for manufacturing production workers.
Average hourly earnings are calculated on a gross basis, and include such factors as premium pay for overtime and shift differential, as well as changes in basic
hourly and incentive rates of pay. Average weekly earnings are the product of weekly hours worked and hourly earnings.
Source: See page 2.
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8 Maine LABOR MARKET DIGEST

Nonfarm Wage and Salary Employment in Maine
(in thousands)

Annual Average Change
1996 1997 Number Percent
Nonfarm Wage and Salary Employment 542.5 553.5 11.0 2.0
Goods Producing 111.6 111.6 -0.0 -0.0
Mining 0.1 0.1 0.0 0.0
Construction 23.2 23.9 0.7 3.2
Building Construction 5.5 5.7 0.2 4.0
Heavy Construction 4.0 3.6 0.4 9.6
Special Trades Construction 13.8 14.7 0.9 6.6
Manufacturing 88.3 87.5 -0.8 -0.9
Durable Goods 41.8 41.8 -0.0 0.1
Lumber and Wood Products 10.3 10.6 0.2 2.4
Primary and Fabricated Metals 3.7 3.6 -0.1 -1.8
Industrial Machinery and Equipment 4.3 4.4 0.1 2.1
Electronic and Other Electrical Equipment 7.6 7.4 -0.2 2.2
Transportation Equipment 11.3 10.9 -0.4 -3.6
Other Durable Goods 4.6 4.9 0.3 5.8
Nondurable Goods 46.5 45.8 -0.7 -1.6
Food and Kindred Products 6.5 6.4 -0.1 -0.8
Textile Mill Products 4.7 4.3 -0.5 9.5
Apparel and Other Textile Products 2.1 2.0 -0.1 3.1
Paper and Allied Products 14.6 14.6 0.0 0.2
Printing and Publishing 5.7 5.7 -0.0 -0.7
Rubber and Miscellaneous Plastic Products 2.9 2.9 -0.0 -0.9
Leather and Leather Products 7.9 7.7 -0.2 -2.8
Other Nondurable Goods 2.0 2.1 0.1 4.5
Service Producing 430.9 4419 11.0 2.6
Transportation and Public Utilities 22.6 23.2 0.6 2.5
Wholesale Trade 25.8 26.1 0.3 1.3
Retail Trade 1114 113.7 2.3 2.0
General Merchandise Stores 11.8 11.5 0.3 -2.4
Food Stores 19.8 20.2 0.5 2.4
Automotive Sales and Service 12.4 129 0.5 3.9
Eating and Drinking Places 35.0 349 0.1 -0.4
Other Retail Trade 30.8 341 3.3 10.8
Finance, Insurance, and Real Estate 27.0 28.4 1.4 5.2
Banking 8.4 8.6 0.2 2.4
Insurance Carriers, Brokers, and Agents 11.6 11.8 0.2 2.2
Other Finance, Insurance, and Real Estate 7.1 8.0 0.9 13.5
Services 151.1 157.6 6.4 4.2
Hotels and Other Lodging Places 9.5 9.5, -0.0 0.1
Business Services 18.6 21.0 2.4 129
Health Services 51.2 52.2 1.0 1.9
Educational Services 129 13.5 0.6 4.4
Social Services 17.4 19.8 2.4 13.8
Other Services 41.4 41.5 0.1 0.2
Government 92.8 92.9 0.1 0.1
Federal Government 13.0 13.0 -0.0 0.1
State Government 25.1 25.0 -0.1 0.3
Local Government 54.7 54.8 0.1 0.3

Note: Numbers may not add due to rounding
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