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Maine LABOR MARKET DIGEST

Civilian Labor Force, Employed, and Unemployed in Maine, Seasonally Adjusted (s tnousands)

ITEM 1997 1996

Dec Nov Oct  Sep Aug Jul  Jun May Apr  Mar Feb Jan | Dec
Civilian Labor Force 662.3 661.9 6675 667.1 669.1 668.4 670.0 668.7 669.1 6726 666.8 667.8 | 674.7
Employed 628.2 630.1 6344 6353 637.3 6343 637.8 636.3 637.3 6433 637.9 638.1 | 643.1
Unemployed 340 317 331 318 317 341 321 324 318 294 290 297 316
Unemployment Rate (%) 5.1 48 5.0 4.8 4.7 5.1 4.8 4.8 4.7 4.4 4.3 4.4 4.7

' See page 2 for footnotes 1 through 4 and source.

Nonfarm Wage and Salary Employment in Maine, Seasonally Adjusted’ (s tousands)

1997 1996

INDUSTRY Dec Nov Oct  Sep Aug Jul  Jun May Apr  Mar Feb Jan | Dec
Nonfarm Wage and Salary Employment? 556.5 555.9 553.0 553.2 551.2 5498 548.0 5464 546.3 546.5 545.7 545.2 | 540.8
Construction 247 247 242 244 245 242 240 236 234 237 235 23.8| 236
Manufacturing 88.6 88.1 877 880 883 870 877 880 877 879 877 878 874
Durable Goods 418 415 415 413 412 408 408 411 412 411 411 410| 412
Nondurable Goods 46.8 466 463 467 471 462 469 469 465 468 466 468 | 46.2
Transportation and Public Utilities 226 225 225 228 218 226 225 227 226 226 227 228 225
Wholesale Trade 271 270 271 272 271 270 268 268 266 264 264 262| 26.0
Retail Trade 1140 11561 1139 1131 1122 1122 1113 1114 1110 1113 1109 1109 | 1081
Finance, Insurance, and Real Estate 280 277 276 274 275 274 269 271 271 272 272 274 271
Services 158.0 1576 156.8 1565 156.6 156.2 155.3 1545 1547 1539 154.0 1529 | 152.4
Government 934 931 931 937 931 931 934 922 931 934 932 933 | 936

' See footnotes 1 and 2 on page 6.

seasonally-adjusted series is used as a component of the seasonally adjusted total nonfarm wage and salary employment estimate.

Source: See page 2.

December Unemployment Rate Rises to 5.1 Percent

2 Mining employment is not suitable for seasonal adjustment because it has very little seasonal and irreguiar movement. Thus, the not-

State Labor Commissioner Valerie Landry an-
nounced that Maine’s seasonally-adjusted unem-
ployment rate rose to 5.1 percent in December from
4.8 percent in November.

“Seasonally-adjusted unemployment increased
slightly between November and December due to a
modest decline in employment,” said Commis-
sioner Landry. “A gain of 600 nonfarm wage and
salary jobs was more than offset by a decline in self
employment.”

During most of 1997 the seasonally-adjusted
unemployment rate has fluctuated between 4.7
percent and 5.1 percent. While unemployment
remained at relatively low levels, nonfarm wage and
salary employment recorded steady gains, rising
from 545,200 in January to 556,500 in December.
Most of the major industries recorded employment
increases, with the most significant gains registered
by retail trade and services.

Other New England states which have reported their
seasonally-adjusted unemployment rates for De-
cember include New Hampshire, 2.7 percent;
Massachusetts, 3.8 percent; Vermont, 3.8 percent;
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and Rhode Island, 4.7 percent. The adjusted national
rate for December was 4.4 percent.

Maine’s not-seasonally-adjusted unemployment
rate was 4.9 percent in December, unchanged from
November and up from 4.5 percent in December
1997. The unadjusted national rate was 4.4 percent
in December, up from 4.3 percent in November and
down from 5.0 percent in December 1996. Not-
seasonally-adjusted unemployment rates in Maine
counties ranged from 2.5 percent in Cumberland
County to 9.0 percent in Washington County.

Not-seasonally-adjusted nonfarm wage and salary “
jobs fell by 2,400 from November to December.
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Maine LABOR MARKET DIGEST

Key Data

Average Duration
Average Weekly Benefit Amount*
Exhaustees

Weekly Initial Claims

1/312/27 112/2012/13
2,295 | 1,9882,005 '2.070 |

Week
1998

1/17|

110
2,306 l

2,567

Selected Regular Unemployment Compensation Program Indicators

Dec 1997  Nov 1997  Dec 1996
16.7 16.5 14,2
$143.97 $14157  $169.89
2.505 1,117 1,093

12/6
2,233

Week
1997

1/18|

111 |
2,716

1/4 |12/28 |12/21 |12/14 |
5318

3,36212,174 12,286 12,511

12/7
2,850

* For totally unemployed claimants, excluding dependency allowances.

Continued Claims Less Partials*

Dec 1997 Nov 1997 Dec 1996

10,060 7,919 11,327
* For the week including the 12" of the month.

Monthly Unemployment Insurance Trust Fund Balance

JFMAM JJASOND J FMAMJ JASOND J FMAMJ JASOND JFMAMJ JASOND J FMAMJ JASOND
93 1994 1995 9 1997

Construction, eating and drinking places, lodging
services, and local government recorded seasonal
losses.

Over the year, not-seasonally-adjusted nonfarm
wage and salary employment increased by 15,700.
All major industry divisions except government
added jobs. Retail trade increased by 5,800, with the
most significant gain in miscellaneous retail.
Services added 5,600, largely in social services and
business services.

Unemployment Rates for Maine

Seasonally Adjusted Not Scasonally Adjusted

Unemployment Rate
&
®
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1997

U.S. Consumer Price Index
for all urban consumers (CPI-U)

Item Dec 97 Nov 97 Dec 96 Dec 96
(1982-1984 = 100) Al Items 161.3 1615 1586 158.6
Percent Change from Prior Month -0.1%

Percent Change from 12 Months Ago
Percent change from Last December

+1.7%
+1.7%

Over-the-Year Change in CPI-U

__ Labor Markétidilforiation Services
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6 Ma ine LABOR MARKET DIGEST

Nonfarm Wage and Salary Employment, Not Seasonally Adjusted
(in thousands)

INDUSTRY MAINE PORTLAND MSA LEWISTON-AUBURN MSA
v Dec 97 Nov 97 Dec 96 Dec 97 Nov 97  Dec 96 Dec 97 Nov 97 Dec 96
Nonfarm Wage and Salary Employment' 561.2 563.6 545.5 142.7 142.6 1414 43.3 43.6 419
Goods Producing 1143 115.8 11.9 21.8 21.6 20.8 9.6 9.7 9.4
Mining 0.1 0.1 0.1 * * * * * *
Construction 24.7 26.2 23.6 6.4 6.5 6.5 1.8 1.9 1.6
Building Construction 6.1 6.2 58 1.2 1.2 1.2 : * *
Heavy Construction 3.6 45 39 * * * * * :
Special Trade Contractors 15.0 15.5 139 47 47 4.7 * . ‘
Manufacturing 89.5 89.5 88.2 15.4 15.1 143 7.8 7.8 7.8
Durable Goods 42.7 42.6 42.1 75 7.3 6.6 2.2 2.2 2.4
Lumber and Wood Products 10.8 10.8 10.7 * * * * * ‘
Primary and Fabricated Metals 3.5 3.5 3.8 * * : * * *
Industrial Machinery and Equipment 45 4.4 43 1.5 1.5 1.3 : : ‘
Electronic and Other Electrical Equipment 8.0 7.8 7.1 2.8 2.7 2.4 * * .
Transportation Equipment 10.6 10.6 10.9 * : * * * *
Other Durable Goods 53 5.5 5.3 3.2 3.1 2.9 * ‘ ‘
Nondurable Goods 46.8 46.9 46.1 7.9 7.8 7.7 5.6 5.6 5.4
Food and Kindred Products 6.7 6.6 6.6 2.2 2.1 2.2 * . :
Textile Mill Products 49 4.9 48 * * * * ‘ *
Apparel and Other Textile Products 1.9 2.0 1.8 * * : : * :
Paper and Allied Products 14.7 144 14.7 * * * * * *
Printing and Publishing 5.7 5.7 5.6 1.7 1.7 1.6 ‘ : :
Rubber and Misc. Plastic Products 31 3.1 3.0 * * * ‘ * *
Leather and Leather Products 79 8.1 7.8 1.2 1.2 1.1 1.0 1.0 1.1
Other Nondurable Goods 1.9 2.1 1.8 2.8 2.8 2.8 4.6 4.6 4.3
Service Producing 446.9 447.8 433.6 120.9 121.0 120.6 33.7 33.9 325
Transportation and Public Utilities 22.8 22.7 22.7 6.3 6.3 6.2 2.0 2.0 1.8
Wholesale Trade 21.2 27.0 26.1 9.9 9.8 9.8 2.2 2.2 2.2
Retail Trade 115.7 1169 109.9 33.7 33.8 329 9.3 9.3 8.9
General Merchandise Stores 13.0 13.2 12.5 * : * ‘ : :
Food Stores 19.9 19.9 19.0 * * * * * *
Automotive Sales and Services 12.9 129 12.6 : : ‘ ‘ * :
Eating and Drinking Places 321 33.2 31.2 79 79 8.2 ‘ ‘ :
Other Retail Trade 37.8 37.7 34.6 * ¢ * * * *
Finance, Insurance, and Real Estate 219 215 27.0 12.7 12.6 12.5 2.1 2.1 2.0
Banking 8.5 8.4 8.2 ‘ : * : * *
Insurance Carriers, Brokers and Agents 1.7 11.6 11.5 : : * : ‘ *
Other Finance, Insurance, and Real Estate 7.7 7.5 7.3 * * * * * *
Services 156.0 155.7 150.4 39.9 40.1 40.5 13.2 13.4 12.7
Hotels and Other Lodging Places 75 8.0 7.0 * * * * : .
Business Services 21.7 21.6 201 : * * * * .
Health Services 51.8 51.5 51.3 * * * * * *
Educational Services 135 13.6 131 * ‘ ‘ * * *
Social Services 20.8 20.6 18.2 * : * * * *
Other Services 40.7 40.4 40.7 * * : : * .
Government 97.3 98.0 97.5 18.4 18.4 18.7 4.9 4.9 4.9
Federal 13.0 12.8 13.1 2.2 2.2 2.3 0.3 0.3 0.3
State 26.3 26.6 26.5 5.0 5.0 4.8 0.7 0.7 0.7
Local? 58.0 58.6 57.9 11.2 11.2 11.6 39 39 3.9

Nonfarm wage and salary employment estimates include all full- and part-time wage and salary workers who worked during or received pay for the pay period
which includes the 12th of the month. Domestic workers in private households, proprietors, the self-employed, and unpaid family workers are excluded.
Estimates measure the number of jobs by industry. Current month's estimates are preliminary; prior month and year-ago estimates are revised. These estimates
are benchmarked to March 1995. As a measure of reliability, the March 1995 benchmark revision for total nonfarm wage and salary employment was .04
percent lower than the original sample-based estimate.

? Regular teachers are included in summer months whether or not specifically paid in those months.

* Where an employment estimate is not entered, either the data is not available in sufficient detail for publication or is nondisclosable by law.
Source: See page 2.
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Maine Lasor Marxer DiGesT 7
Earnings and Hours of Production Workers in Manufacturing Industries’
Not Seasonally Adjusted
) AVERAGE WEEKLY AVERAGE WEEKLY AVERAGE HOURLY ANNUAL AVERAGE
AREA AND INDUSTRY EARNINGS HOURS EARNINGS HOURLY EARNINGS
Dec 97 Nov97 Dec 96 |Dec 97 Nov 97 Dec 96 | Dec 97 Nov 97 Dec 96 1996 1995 1994
STATEWIDE
Manufacturing $549.12 $533.08 $540.27 | 41.6 40.6 41.4 | $13.20 $13.13 $13.05 ||$12.71 $12.42 $11.88
Durable Goods 53295 507.42 51543 | 41.8 404 415 | 1275 1256 12.42 || 12.23 12.22 11.80
Lumber and Wood Products 44096 436.90 447.12 | 424 425 432 | 1040 1028 10.35|| 1010 9.80 9.46
Primary and Fabricated Metals 49299 468.86 460.88 | 421 412 398 | 11.71 11.38 11.58|| 11.31 11.07 11.04
Industrial Machinery and Equipment | 692.63 678.30 643.11 | 459 451 442 | 1509 15.04 14.55|| 1417 13.67 13.88
Electronic and Other Electric Equipment | 430.16 401.10 427.96 | 37.8 362 388 | 11.38 11.08 11.03|| 10.94 1076 10.72
Transportation Equipment 720.71 655.92 660.43 436 393 422 1653 16.69 15.65 ([ 1549 16.43 1517 °
Other Durable Goods 39452 408.03 391.26 | 391 406 387 | 10.09 1005 10.11]|| 10.08 967 9.34
Nondurable Goods 565.65 556.78 561.56 | 41.5 407 41.2 | 13.63 13.68 13.65| 13.17 12.61 11.95
Food and Kindred Products 388.47 360.99 369.38 385 365 365 10.09 9.89 10.12 10,00 9.75 954
Textile Mill Products 465.39 460.75 457.46 472 464 445 986 9.93 10.28 10.27 1017 9.38
Apparel and Other Textile Products 389.82 416.07 328.49 399 419 359 977 993 9.5 9.00 832 8.08
Paper and Allled Products 880.45 870.01 87442 | 444 429 445 | 19.83 20.28 19.65| 18.84 1822 17.03
Leather and Leather Products 352.41 345.08 348.38 392 386 391 899 894 891 871 854 8.30
Other Nondurable Goods 44793 456.96 45060 | 378 384 397 [ 11.85 11.90 11.35(| 11.20 10.88 10.62
PORTLAND MSA
Manufacturing 441.90 42448 438.70 | 389 379 39.1 | 11.36 11.20 11.22 || 11.22 11.02 10.78
LEWISTON-AUBURN MSA
Manufacturing 485.06 496.17 473.10 | 424 427 415 | 1144 11.62 11.40]|| 11.13 10.11 0.76

! Hours worked and earnings data are computed based on payroll figures for the week Including the 12th of the month for manufacturing production workers.
Average hourly earnings are calculated on a gross basls, and include such factors as premium pay for overtime and shift differentlal, as well as changes In basic
. hourly and incentive rates of pay. Average weekly earnings are the product of weekly hours worked and hourly earnings.

Source: See page 2.

Nonfarm Employment by Sector
January 1983-December 1997, Maine'

Service-Producing  Goods-Producing

Hours Worked by Manufacturing
Production Workers, Maine?

2

41

40

39+

Average Weekly Hours
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Nonfarm Employment by Industry Division
Maine, December 19972
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Nonfarm Employment by Industry Division

Maine, Over-the-Year Change, December 19972
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