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5 WALKER, Mps, Elinor Stevens
ﬁ' b. Cornville, Maine October 24, 1909
¥

L

5

Q.

a3

=

-

et

o

C




See what the

Maine Newspapers

have to say About

Our Great
| Nortllern
Wilderness |

One of the finest books
written about the
Maine Wilderness

by |
Elinor Stevens Walker



Sunday

Sumday ﬁm&s Heralo

Portland

Fascination For Katahdin :
Prompts Teacher To Write Vivid Picture Of Katahdin Camping Trips §

CLINTON — A fascination OUR’ GREAT NORTHERN WILDER-  in college composition courses cttended in
for the Katahdfn region of NESS by Ellnor Walker (Central Maine conjunction with her former teaching du~
Maine has motivated a former Press). tles, utilizes a light, breezy but vividly de-
schoo] teacher here to write a By P. L. PERT JR. tailed style in recounting her journeyings

book about t. in the Katahdin region.
SIX YEARS AGO Mrs. Vernon (Elinor) T
Due off the presses this Walker of Clinton made her first visit to INCLUDED in the chapter on lumber-!

month, the volume 1s the work ing history are someé of the most complete
o Vo Y o Sae ok, B i o e, Y o e s s 1
made her first visit to the area teacher and long-time v:'lmm enthiniast early lumbering camps ever set down on
Just six years ago. S owsraod fptiynacing """ theregon DT To wit: ';‘slvx;pehndeu go‘r:\ .;;‘f ;oor
, were poles on which hung the! pping,
The book — 17 chapters long, 1 oand sround Maine's highest elevaton.  sieaming, frosen mittens, socks, heavy
:'ith gg ':x its l:.lm pages devoted n e % g begnn setiing down ber trousers, along wu’h their grimy long under-
o photographs — contains & result, wear which got few washings but poured
history of lumbering In Wassat- {ipreaions o1 e russaqewiige T A8

@elegmm@fbﬂﬂiﬁﬁf 1eld Zt\hhefiiﬁcf

SERVING THE SEBASTICOOK AREA FOR 84 YEARS '

l\()\\ HF( \

Mrs, Vernon Walker of Clinton, 1 ay peaple in that vieinit
who grew up as Eleanor Stevens  Walker
of Cornville and graduated from  her book |
SHS in 1929, has written a book  the conpo
about the Mt. Katahdin region  tives of the Greal Northern Paper

ot and A0 of fts 100
¢ o wnd ink drawings
done by Mrs, Joiw, Weleh of Clin-
ton, Mr. and Mrs, Vornon Walk-r

forth plenty of srom. and steam to all
quolk Valley, sccounts of num-
erous personal exploits of the

on paper.

Acquaintances who read them
urged her seek a publishing numt And

corners of the camj

and ix publishing it this month,

Co. wha supplied photographs and

are in Skowhe:

h«uuv'nlly 10 '
when former governor Percival Baxter did But, if it 1s fllr to make & comparison,  She became fascinatod by the avea  statistics  relaling to lunhering  visit with gh g
;t::);m; nndnut:: :ie:th‘e‘nuzx the sarte, Mrs. Walker queried a maravne . Walker is at her best in making &  uhout six years ago when she opevations in sight of Mt Katah-  Mary Walker, ‘I

home

THE BOOK evolved from
descriptive sketches set down
on paper by Mrs. Walker, “I
would go into the park (Bax-
ter), see things there and go|

pub

Mrs. Walker

The pleasant ending to the ct
events is a 105-puge paperback com)
of Mrs. Walker's literary efforts pu
lntlued “Our Great Northem Wilde

lhd ink sketches, begins with an un

lisher, only to be turned down.

y the Centrs! Malne Press of Le

, liberally {llustrated wi

Skowhegan with whem b
on. mdny oceasions as
other acquaintances,

cottage on the shore of Lake Wes.
serunsclt in Fast Madison,
Walker also has a cousin,
Harold Savage wha lives hewe |

wiell &

VERNON WALKER

home and write about them,”|She taught school in Benwn Mre. Verson kor & e~ Governor Vercival : .
. detailed histo Tumbe v . cor s Governor Vercival Baxter, wh

she relates. Roxbury  Village, S e I, ing o ha first book had read the sketches, she was
Tronically, the suthor —|Waterville over & period.of 31 BN e e S0y published Muy 23, ‘und) that Tefec. d; and  this exporiente

years before an injury suffered
whows dove Db W‘dw" in & playground accident neces-

dates back to the age of four

Mu Walker, wnose
experience has

previous
confined to e

makes her Citizen of the Woek
any week of the year.

made her determined to have
the book publ

when her father treated her to|sitated leaving the profession. Our Great Northery Wilder-  Busy this we
her first fishing expedition fn| After termination of her ness, 4 vcYme containing 100, the publisher lnd making finul
the Lily Bay section of Moose- | {aching dutles, Mrs. Walker pages, 40 o. them photographs, decisions on tr: photographs

head Lake — was not lmvreued turned to cooking, a fayorite

with her first visit to

avocation, and is employed s
n cook at Waterville Osteaputh-

IN

explores th:  Katahdin “aren
with an eye to aiding camper~

to be used in the book, Mrs.
Walker has no time at the

Btate Park. {0 Hosptial, who want to see the historics moment for sny other of her
It was made at the réquest/!c HOSPUR nd interesting parts of th myrisd hobbies. In addition to
of & nephew, Irving C. Caverly area, as well as the history ¢ working with the publisher

Jr, then a newly appointed
park ranger and bachelor, who
wanted his sunt's company un-
i1 the first campers of the sea-
son arrived.

MRS. WALKER staved for
two weeks — In May 1960 —
then returned for three more
in July. Since then, she and
husband Vernon have made 12
tripg into Russell Pond, situ-
ated eight miles from Roaring
Brook campground in the very
center of the park, and
branched out on several other
excursions, including visits to
the Allagash region.

Many of the photographs in-
cluded in the book were taken
by the author while on sxcur-
slonz in the area. Others, par-
ctlarly those of lumbering
operaticns, were provided Mrs.
Walker &g & courtesy by the
Great Northern Paper Com-
pany, which has displayed more
than s passing interest in the
volume. The paper company
also supplied additional infor-
mation and arranged interviews
for the author.

Mrs. Walker credits former

the sketches forwarded him by

Rumford Falls Times

Interesting Stories Of Maine

Wilderness Told

A new Maine author has =i
tered the Maine scene with the
publishing this week of a new
book just off the presses.

The book is “Our Great
Northern Wilderness” and the
author is a spritely, former
school teacher, who admits to
an overpowering love for the
great outdoors and especially
the wilderness area around Mt.
Katahdin,

Hill, Cornville, which is 5 miles

ELINOR STEVENS WALKER

By New Authc

bury in 194142 and 1942-
in Clinton on two different_
casions, once for two years ¢
another Uroe for six years &
in Watervile.

For the past five years sne
has been a cook at the Osteo
pathic Hospital in Waterville,

Her hobbies include camping
first of all, followed by collect-
ing minerals, cooking, bird
study, flowers and shrubs.

She has been active in the

Secretary of

Lecturer of Clinton Grange,

Great Northern Wilderness
Is Story Of Katahdin Region

Gov. Percival Baxter with the  ghe fs Elmor Stevens Walker, | Methodist Church, al decisions on all photographs 20,
ides of publishing her writings. Pine Cone Literary Club, Past 060, to be included, Mrs. Walker has Roxbury Village, near Rum- Aury  started  school, Mrs.
Baxter, after reading some of  of Centon. & natiee of BAGA|LLL TOC e Star, Past By CAROLINE HOTHAM o ol S ford, before coming to_Clinton, Walker also went back, and

CLINTON — Our Great North-

many of the historical and In-

K-uhdln and the Baxter State
Park area extant.

Working .on galleys of the
book, this week, and making fin-

NE

Skowhegan High School, and
ok & two-year course at Farm-
gton Normal School, Summer
'ssions and extension courses

Farmington. Colbv College
id ne universi, uf Maine
we brought her to within one
imemer session of a degree of
achelor of Science in Educa
n. She “might" finish the re-
tired courses, but one wonders
heve she'd find the time.
With 21 years in the teaching
cofession, Mrs. Walker left tho
hools following an injury in
a playground accident, and ten
years ago underwent partial
lung removal when a malignan-
cy was found

She first taugnt in Benton |nd
wag there ten years, until al

Vernon ‘Walker, Doe

1941, then later taught in

where she was in the classroom

the lumbering in the Wassat
quoik Val'

“When I'd come home fron
Baxter Park, I'd want to si:
down and write my impre
¢ions of the region,” she re
ported. The book is filled witl
these sketches, us wzl) as stz
ies she has gleaned from oth
ers who have visited or sgt
tled there.

When she  sabmittad  her
manaseript to a magazine pub-
lisher, on the advice of former

‘his week, she has beap inter
viewed by several reporters,
and will be heard on the radio
program, Luncheon With Alli-
son, Tuesday at 12:45 n. m.
and igain in the eveuile. °.

gracuats of Skowhegen High
School, She finished two years
at Farmington Normal School,
and having taken summer and
extension courses at Colby Col-
lege, the University of Msine
and Farmington State Teachers
Colleg2

Mrs. Walker was on scholar
ship to Bryant Pond the first
two yenrs it was open, getting
1+ good background in nature
tudy, her first love.

She taught in Benton schools
from 1931 to 1941, when she

warried Vernon Walker on De-
mber 20 of that year. Out
\ the profession for one and
returned to
Village ne:r

\ half years, she
sehool in Roxbur;
Rumford for a
She came to
she taught for two years, then
temporarily retired when her
daughter, Mary, arrived. When

this time stayed for six years.

Mrs. Walker, suggested she north of Skowhegan, she is the two years, until the arrival of she has also tsught in Water
seek out an interested pub- dsughter of Lester and Alice G, |snd Past President of Mabel P. ern Wilderness comes off the Sarasting s VR E . Y their daughter, Mary, who is  Years, She is now emploves o ville, and has @ total of 21
isher. Stevens, She was educated in|Judkins Philathea Club. m’”ﬁ‘m May uh ;::d'{{lﬂy P::' ”‘"’Vhﬂ; she Febarned None ok Tuesday at 12:45 p.m. and a now employed in Skowhegan. SR E " S years in the profession. [y

Encouraged by Baxter's com- schools, Her book tells a geat deal Eolain steh Hive abuhdy put ter each of many subsequent Sl in the evening. i B K I wittiog:the sddition, she is a skilled need-
plimentary appraisal of her grom gkowhegan High School in |about an era in Maine history in mlr uests for a c trips, P"’“‘“‘"”” the Russell Mrs. Walker. 5 by tecent b % Walker was grateful for uu lewoman, and an  avid
work, Mrs, Walker querled & 1999 oy grom F. 8. T. C. in[that bas had very little men- B0k full of ‘sxpert Pond and Roaring Brook areas. Iy with the book, has had Httle  staved six years Following an VUL S8 UOlo, (e took roader until hepatitis 11 years
Diastsing publishar, Who balse  isHl .;he has also studied at|tion in other whrllycnuom. The a8, 6€ the Suthior nd others i Mrs. Walker felt compelled to time for any of h!l;1 Mhm b g:“c.n:m:hn:o:h for & time.  at the University of Maine un- ago limited her reading. She
Iy selecied e materal. “Bo 1L She e 0 o e eing, frst the  have visted or setled in e wribe her  sdveniures down, B e 1) vea'tga  Mra. Walker taught for & year der Professor Hilda Fife, and still enioys hiking, fishing snd

I decided to publish my own
book,” she relates,

. THE VOLUME, in paperback
form about the size of & town
report, is {llustrated by pen &nd
ink drawings done by Mrs. John
Welch of Clinton, a friend of

sity of Maine; the Maine Au-
dubon Camp and attended the
Bryant Pond  Conservation
School on a schoolarship the
first two years it was opened.

She was married to Vernon
Walker of Clinton on December

long logs, then the spruce log-
gers, and up to the present
when most of the woods work
is in pulp.

She alsp has vivid descrip-
tions of trips she and friends
have taken through the Maine

area, is the work of Mrs, Vern-
on Walkf! of Clinton, who took
many of the 40 photographs in-
cluded in the book. Others, par-
ticularly those dealing with the
history of lumbering in the Was-
satquoik Valley, were supplied
by the Great Northern Paper

expressing her fascination with
the area.

‘With no thought other u:n nol
preserving her memories of the
eamping trips, she collected a
series of sketches, which were
mentioned by a friend to form-
er governor Percival Baxter,

forced her to esse up. she is
still an expert with

needley” and mhroldtrlnl may
terials, and also findg time to
preserve plant specimens, col-
lect minerals, tape bird songs,
and of course, to go on hiking

in Waterville.

ALWAYS ACTIVE in local g3~
ganizations, she is a past prési-
dent of the bel P. Judkins
Philathea Class, a past matron
of Fireside Chapter, Order of
the Eastern Star, a past presi-

for the nature study back-
ground she received from Pro-
fessor Charles Preble of Farm-
ington and Professor Richards
of the University of Maine. Mrs.
Walker was also a

student at Bryant Pond the first
lvo years the camp there was

ing. and participates in
¢ activities as much as her
nosition as cook at the Water-
nllv niltnp thic Hospital per-

busy
isn't

A very
Walkbor, It

woman, Mrs.
often  that

the author. Company, which has taken a who asked to see them. and fishing expeditions. dent and secretary of the Pine Two professors there, “linton can lav claim to a new
A native of Cornville, Mrs. 20, 1941, and they have an|wilderness. wvery real interest in the book. The sketches so impressed g exped! v :ywt letiond m‘m Mille ot Gorham Stats ke et e e
Walker graduated from adopted daughter. Mary. Sketches of  memorable Baxter that he suggested that THE DAUGHTER of Mrs. Al of Clinton Grange. She and Mr.  Teachers College, and George and everv one wie knows Mrs.
Skowhegan High School m‘q She has taught school at|scenes are scattered profusely humn‘s. C;Aum;l‘.nwen-m:ﬁ ";'fy be pub;:he:“ p::l. 3:: ice Getchell Stevens of Corn- Walker have also been active 3"" oflmthe v‘l;::’vmityn |o! Walker is proud of her suc-

Farmington Normal Schosl. t s 3 out the book bringing tral Maine area, strength of ville and the late Lester Stev- in the work of Brown Memorial aine also prot much in- . i
Benton for ten years; at Rox-!through B love with the Retahdts. ve: - hed a magazine publish- r work of cess. But not surprised. Just

ens, Mrs. Walker is a eraduate

Methodist Church for several

sight into the world of nature.

proud.



July 22, 1966

Mrs. Elinor Stevens Walker
68 Main Street
Clinton, Maine

Dear Mrs. Walker:

A cogy of your book, OUR GREAT NORTHERN
WILDEBNESS | was delivered to this office,
although addressed to the Augusta Public
Library. We are forwarding it to the public
library, but shall, of course, want a copy for
the State Library. Enclosed is an order for
the book,

We hope that you will want to inscribe and
present another copy to the Maine Author
Collection, which, as you may know, is a permanent
exhibit collection of books written by Maine persons,
or about Maine., The newspaper tells us that you
are a Maine native, and certainly the book is about
Maine, so we are eager to have a copy in the
collection,

Sometime, will you let us have your birthdate
and birth place information? 1Is it Cornville?
We try to have information complete about our
Maine authors.

Our best wishes for the success of the book,

Sincerély yours

hm j In Charge of
Encl--1 - Maine Author Collection












August 11, 1966

Mrs, Elinor Stevens Walker
68 Main Street
Clinton, Maine 04927

Dear Mrs, Walker:

__Thank you for sending OUR GREAT NORTHERN
WILDERNESS | and for your generous gift to the
library, and also to the Maine Author Collection.,

This is very kind of you, and we appreciate
it, also the biographical information which you
sent in response to our request,

The attractive booklet should have appeal
to all lovers of outdoor life, and of course
especially to Baxter Park enthusiasts. We hope
it is warmly welcomed, and that you are
encouraged by its success,

Sincerely yours

hm j "In Charge of
Maine Author Collection
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