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Editorial

Valuable Volunteering for MDIFW
With more budget cuts looming on
Maine's horizon, and this Department
trying to make the most out of every
dollar put towards our fish and wildlife
resources, this seems an opportune time
to recognize and thank the hundreds of
volunteers that generously give their
time to so many MDIFW projects and
programs. Close to 800 of our popular
Volunteer Art Prints are distributed
annually to folks that contribute their
energies to us. The capacities in which
volunteers help us are many and
diverse. Even the art for the volunteer
art print is donated!
David Eisner, CEO of the Corporation
for National and Community Service,
recently delivered a motivational
keynote address to a crowd of over 280
volunteer managers at the Annual
Blaine House Conference on
Volunteerism held at the University of
Maine Orono Campus. He stated,
"Volunteers are a significant economic
force in Maine- representing 1 /3 of
adult residents. In fact, the total dollar
value of Maine's volunteers last year
(using Independent Sector's volunteer
value estimate) was nearly $800 million. That's 42 million hours of service."
Maine is one of the few states in the
nation to launch a statewide volunteering database. The website was created
and is maintained by the
VolunteerMaine Partnership www.volunteermaine.org. Volunteers
are one of our country's most important
assets. More than 61 million people
volunteered through or for an organization at least once between September
2005 and September 2006, according to
a recent survey by the Bureau of Labor
Statistics. That represents more than a
quarter of the entire U.S. population.
MDIFW uses volunteers in virtually
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every division - and the following is by
no means a complete list. Wildlife biologists have volunteers build, clean and
maintain duck nest boxes, depend upon
deer locker cooperators for collection
of important biological data, and have
fields mowed on Wildlife Management
Areas. Licensed wildlife rehabilitators
statewide care for and release hundreds
of wild animals and birds that are discovered by the public each year.
Hatcheries must fin-clip thousands of
fish prior to stocking; volunteers
around the state pitch in to make that
happen; and then when actually stocking ponds, help to transport fish in
buckets to waters the stock trucks cannot easily access.
Hunter safety, archery and other recreational programs would not exist without hundreds of hours of volunteer
instruction. The Maine Wildlife Park
admissions gate is fully staffed, 6
months a year and seven days a week
by volunteers. Dedicated people lead
tours, maintain flowers and gardens,
build and maintain exhibits, work in
the nature store and much more. Both
Swan Island and the Wildlife Park have
active, volunteer 'Friends' fund-raising
organizations.
Fisheries biologists gather important
angler data via logbooks kept by volunteers and use them to conduct stream
and habitat surveys.
Sportsman's shows are often staffed by
volunteers, and the I/E Division's
Project WILD, Hooked on Fishing and
Archery in the Schools programs all
utilize dozens of volunteers to get our
messages out.
Hundreds of Search and Rescue volunteers are ready to assist game wardens
as soon as they are called upon to find
lost or missing persons. Warden

Deputies ride with and assist District
Wardens in the field. Operation Game
Thief has a volunteer board; and the
Piscataquis Sheriff's Office answers the
hotline pro bono.
It is extremely difficult to put a dollar
value on volunteer time. Volunteers
extend our budget beyond anything we
could otherwise afford, and they provide many intangibles that can not be
easily quantified. Volunteers demonstrate the amount of support an organization has within a community, can
provide work for irregular, short periods of time, and provide versatile support on a wide range of projects.
I could not list all the contributions
volunteers make to us here, but I want
to thank every one that assists our fish
and wildlife department. I hope you
will continue to support us with your
valuable services, for now and into the
future.
- Roland D. Martin
Commissioner
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2007 Season in
Review
By Lisa Kane
Photos by Deb Plengey
The Maine Wildlife Park in Gray
saw its best season ever in 2007 with
over 108 ,000 visits and close to
$590,000 in total revenue.
This represents a 12.9% increase in
visitation and a 31.3% increase in total
revenue over 2006. Certainly good
weather played a large part in our successful season, but the park's special
events, advertising and PR work,
wildlife and conservation education programming for school children, and our
growing popularity with both Maine residents and out-of-state tourists all contributed to the successful season. Visitors
from Germany, England, Bulgaria,
Australia, Hungary and Japan were
recorded, as well as from several
Canadian provinces and dozens of US
cities and states.
Special events offered each
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Saturday and throughout the
summer generated high numbers
of visitors. Some of those most
noteworthy included the 3rd
annual Native American 'Honor
the Animals' Pow Wow, which
drew close to 4000 visitors over
2 days; the annual Fish and
Wildlife Open House with free
admission, bringing close to
2000 visitors in a single day; and
our very popular Halloween
Night Hike, with almost
900 people coming in
costume for a 3 hour
night-time park visit
with special Halloween
exhibits, displays, contests and prizes.
The Park Nature
Store doubled its net
revenue between 2006
and 2007, offering a
variety of wildlife and
nature themed merchandise that is both appealing and affordable to
our visitors.
Our wildlife are
currently 'tucked in' for the winter, with
the hawks, owls, and eagles housed
indoors in spacious barns; the bears
sleeping for the winter in their dens as
they would in the wild; the moose and
deer creating their own 'yards' in their
spacious, several acre enclosures; and
the furbearers 'snugged up' in dens of
thick pine boughs and straw.
We look forward to a busy 2008 as
we prepare our next season event calendars, finish up exhibits currently under
construction, and plan for new exhibits
and activities for our visitors to see and
do next year. Go to
WWW.MAINEWILDLIFEPARK.COM
to see more winter pictures of our
wildlife.
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Winter at the
Wildlife Park
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Jami es
Pond
WMA
Access to the boat ramp from the parking area is easy; however, anglers
should know that Jamies Pond is closed to ice fishing. Lisa Kane photo

Compiled By Lisa Kane
The Jamies Pond Wildlife
Management Area (WMA) is owned by
the State of Maine, and is under the jurisdiction of the Department of Inland
Fisheries and Wildlife.
It is located within the towns of
Farmingdale, Hallowell and Manchester
in Kennebec County, and was originally
purchased with monies from the Land for
Maine Futures Board, City of Hallowell
and private donations.
Since that time, additional acreage
has been added using two Outdoor

Heritage Fund grants and a gift from the
Town of Manchester. In 2007, the
Kennebec Land Trust partnered with Dr.
Anthony and Donna Mancini and Dr.
Jeffrey Timm, all of Manchester, to
acquire an adjacent 90-acre parcel called
the Bog Pond Conservation Area, protecting a significant portion of the Bog
Pond watershed and including considerable uplands on both the easterly and
westerly sides of the bog. This is a prime
example of how several partners can
work together to expand the boundaries
of a core property, creating a larger parcel of conservation lands that are most
essential for wildlife.

Little Jimmy Pond is located at the south end of Jamies Pond. Jim
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Connolly photo

The central MDIFW-owned WMA is
915 acres in size and features a 107 acre,
75 foot deep "coldwater" pond containing
a mixture of open water, shallow and
deep marsh, shrub swamp, and flooded
woodland. The area provides habitat for
numerous species of waterfowl and wading birds, aquatic furbearers and other
wildlife species. The 808 acres of upland
habitat is predominantly mixed forest.
Historically, Jamies Pond was the
water supply for the city of Hallowell.
Starting in the late 1800s the city began
to acquire, in piecemeal fashion, the
acreage that is today's WMA. The pond's
shoreline remains largely undeveloped,
making it popular with local anglers
seeking to enjoy the unspoiled setting.
A carry-in boat launch has been
developed at the site. In addition, the
Hallowell Conservation Commission, in
coordination with MDIFW and with
assistance from Americorps volunteers,
have designed and constructed several
miles of walking/cross-country ski trails
within the interior portion of the management area.
MDIFW has taken several steps to
improve water quality and public access
to the property. The existing road down
to the pump house has been improved.
The right-of-way was properly ditched,
crowned and stabilized. Riprap has been
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installed along the right of way to prevent erosion and sedimentation into the
watershed.
A handicap accessible ramp was
installed at the boat launch in 1994.
Additionally, the pump house parking
area was improved by the addition of a
boulder guardrail to prevent damage to
the shoreline by vehicles. The parking
area was graveled and graded. A vegetated buffer has been established and maintained between the riprapped shoreline
and the gravel-parking pad.
A primary management objective is
to provide a high quality fishing experience for salmonids; however there are
both warm-water and cold-water species
here, including brook trout, splake,
smallmouth bass, largemouth bass and
chain pickerel. Annual stockings of brook
trout and splake maintain the pond's
coldwater sport fishery.
White-tailed deer currently use the
WMA's available softwood cover for
shelter. Forest habitat management in
these stands will be directed to regenerating conifer cover using short timber harvest cycles, which ensures softwood
vigor while at the same time providing

for the winter shelter
needs of deer.
As with all WMAs,
public use, (without compromising the habitat
needs of the wildlife or
fishery resource), is
encouraged. Hunting,
fishing, trapping, snowmobiling, boating, hiking, cross country skiing
and bird watching may
all be enjoyed on this
property.
To access Jamies
Pond, use Map 12 of the
Maine Gazetteer. From
Hallowell, follow Central
Street two miles out of
town. Bear right at the V
onto the Outlet Road.
Proceed .9 miles to
J amies Pond Road. Look

for the winter parking
area and further on, the
boat ramp and summer
parking on your left.

After road improvements occurred, an Eagle Scout
took on the task of bridge building for hiker/skier
access. Lisa Kane photo

There are miles of scenic trails here.
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Lisa Kane photo

Trails are well marked for hikers and cross country
Skiers. Lisa Kane photo
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Maine Is Number 1
Whe\\ It co\MeS to
Wt".tchl\\B WlltAll.Pe, lht".t ls
By Cathy Genthner
The preliminary 2006 National
Survey of Fishing, Hunting and WildlifeAssociated Recreation reveals that out of
all 50 states, Maine residents are the
most likely to observe, photograph or
feed wildlife.
"We are first in the nation for wildlife
watchers - 57 percent of the people surveyed in Maine describe themselves as
avid wildlife watchers. That is 26 percent above the national average," said
Bill Pierce, a public relations representative with the Maine Department of Inland
Fisheries and Wildlife. "It is odd that at
times we face budget problems, since our
population is intrinsically attached to fish
and wildlife related recreation. It is part
of who they are. Fish and wildlife to the
resident Mainer is paramount to why they
live here and what they enjoy. They see
a huge value to it."

Maine tied Alaska for first place in
the highest percentage of anglers that fish
in their home state. Maine also tied
Montana for first place with 68 percent
of the population reporting they participate in some type of wildlife-related
recreation. Maine ranked high in a number of other areas too; placing fourth for
the percentage of residents who hunt and
tied West Virginia for the eighth-highest
percentage of the population that consider themselves sportsmen. Maine tied
Montana and South Dakota for third with
98 percent of Maine residents spending
the highest number of days hunting in
their home states.
Other results of the survey revealed
that Montanans were on average most
likely to hunt and Alaskans and
Minnesotans were most likely to fish. In
terms of total numbers, Texas led the
nation with 1.1 million residents hunting
at some point during the year, while
Florida led in total fishing participation

Maine is first in the country for having
the highest percentage of residents who
watch Wildlife. Cathy Genthner photo
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with 2 .8 million anglers. While Maine
had the highest percentage of wildlife
watchers, California had the highest
number of individual wildlife watchers,
with 6 .2 million residents reporting
observing wildlife in 2006.
"The survey is by and for wildlife
managers. State agencies agree that having this kind of data to understand trends
in fishing, hunting and wildlife watching
is important, because it helps understand
how Americans are relating and using
wildlife," said Nicholas Throckmorton, a
spokesperson for the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service.

Big Survey
The U.S. Census Bureau collected
information for the survey by interviewing 85 ,000 households nationwide to
determine who in the household had
fished, hunted or wildlife watched in
2005-2006. Most of the interviews were
done by phone. The U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service has been conducting the
survey about every five years since 1955.
The national survey also compared trends
in 2006 with those in 2001. Among
those comparative findings are:
*Fishing continues to be a favorite
pastime. Although the number of anglers
declined 12 percent during that five year
period, they spent five percent more for
fishing equipment and seven percent
more for fishing trips. There was a 14
percent drop in expenditures for auxiliary
equipment such as special clothing, tents,
etc. and purchase of big-ticket items,
such as boats and motors declined by 12
percent. The waters that experienced the
biggest decline in anglers were the Great
Lakes area where fishing dropped by 23
percent; and saltwater fishing, which
dropped 15 percent. Freshwater fishing
declined by ten percent overall.
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*Hunting was done by five percent
of the U.S. population ages 16 and older,
with a total number of 12.5 million people. The number of hunters declined by
4 percent from 2001 to 2006 and there
was a three percent drop in the amount of
money spent. Although the total number
of hunters declined from 2001 to 2006,
the number of big game hunters remained
constant. The biggest declines were in
migratory bird hunting (22 percent) and
small game hunting (12 percent).
Expenditures for hunting equipment
(firearms, ammunition, etc.) actually
increased three percent, as did hunting
trips, which rose by 13 percent. The
biggest drop in expenditures was for special equipment-big-ticket items like
trucks and cabins, which declined by 30
percent.

Watchers Increase
*Wildlife watching rose by eight
percent from 2001 to 2006 with a total of
thirty-one percent of the U.S. population
16 years old and older having fed,
observed, or photographed wildlife and
their expenditures for trips, equipment,
and other items increased by two percent.
Due to changes in methodology, the
estimates from the 1991, 1996, 2001, and
2006 surveys cannot be compared with
estimates from previous surveys, which

date back to 1955.
However, all surveys
provide valuable information concerning the
economic and emotional
impact of wildlife related recreation.
"Wildlife related
recreation rejuvenates
our spirit, reconnects us
with nature and gets us
outside pursuing healthy
activities," said U.S.
Fish and Wildlife
Service Director H.
Dale Hall.
The Boyle Report,
conducted in 1988 by
the University of Maine,
revealed that hunting,
fishing and wildlife
watching had a $1.1 billion impact on the
state's economy.
"I think anything we
do to invest in fish and
wildlife management
and resources is a good Programs such as "Becoming an Outdoors Woman in
investment. People
Maine" are aimed at attracting people who are new to
come here because they
hunting, fishing and the outdoors.
want to experience the
investment," said Pierce. "Maine has the
genuine Maine lifestyle and outdoor
last and best wild spaces on the eastern
recreation. This is a good financial
seaboard. There is the opportunity to
invest in it and keep up the quality to
protect the resources and the experience.
I think we are doing a good job but it is
something we can't take for granted.
Landowner relations need to be invested
in to protect this."

Billions Spent

Hunting attracts a strong contingent of young hunters to the woods each fall
and spring. Cathy Genthner photo
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In 2006, more than 87 million
Americans, or 38 percent of the United
States population age 16 and older hunted, fished or observed wildlife. They
spent $120 billion that year pursuing
those activities. Nationally, one percent
of the gross domestic product is generated by wildlife-related activities. Of the
total amount spent, $37 billion was for
trips, $64 billion for equipment, and $16
billion for other items. Sportspersons
spent a total of $75 billion in 2006-$41
billion on fishing, $23 billion on hunting,
and $11 billion on items used for both
Winter 2008

Hunting Is Close
Maine tied Alaska for first
place in the highest percentage of residents who fished in
their OWn state. Cathy Genthner
photo

Maine residents are indeed fortunate.
Even those who live in Portland Maine's largest city - can drive less than
a half hour and find a place to hunt.
However, as more houses are built and
hunting regulations are toughened, places
for hunting and fishing are becoming less
available or accessible.
As a way to prevent the further
decline in the number of hunters and
anglers, many states, including Maine,
are involved in hunting and fishing programs aimed at attracting young sportsmen and women. For example, Maine
has a number of special hunting and fishing days aimed at youth.

Recruiting Youngsters

hunting and fishing. Wildlife watchers
spent $45 billion on trips, equipment, and
other items. While these numbers are
encouraging, there are numbers that show
a decline as well.
"Hunting and fishing participation has
declined by ten to fifteen percent during
the last decade. People say their family
and work obligations just don't leave
enough time for hunting," said

Throckmorton. "The number of people
hunting and fishing is still quite large and
the amount of money they spend is stable. There is an expression, 'So goes
rural America, so goes hunting and fishing.' When you look at data, our country
is becoming more urban, so it is more
difficult to fish or hunt. I have to travel
two hours out of Washington D .C. in
order to hunt."

Most Participants In-State
(age 16 and older)

Highest Participation Rates
(age 16 and older)

In-State Hunters
Texas - 1, 115,000
Pennsylvania - 1,027,000
Michigan - 756,000
Wisconsin - 698,000
Missouri - 613,000

Hunting
Montana - 19%
North Dakota - 17%
South Dakota, Wisconsin - 15%
Arkansas, Maine, West Virginia - 14%
Minnesota, Missouri, Wyoming - 13%

In-State Anglers
Florida - 2, 755,000
Texas - 2,500,000
California - 1,740,000
Minnesota - 1,435,000
Missouri, Michigan - 1,408,000

Fishing
Alaska, Minnesota - 28%
Montana, Wyoming - 24%
Wisconsin - 23%
Arkansas, Maine, Mississippi,
North Dakota, West Virginia - 21 %
Idaho - 20%

In-State Wildlife Watchers
California - 6,233,000
Florida - 4, 177,000
Texas - 4, 174,000
Pennsylvania - 3,965,000
New York - 3, 762,000

Wildlife Watching
Maine - 57%
Montana, Vermont - 55%
Iowa, Minnesota, Wyoming - 48%
New Hampshire - 46%
Missouri - 45%
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"Many states are looking at recruitment and retention. For example, we at
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service started
off with youth waterfowl hunting days,"
said Throckmorton. "You've got to
entice and to train the next generation of
kids."
Throckmorton noted the work of the
National Flyway Council, which commissioned a survey of duck hunters and
discovered that seven percent of all
waterfowl hunters never went until they
were older than 45, highlighting the need
to introduce youth to the outdoors.
Youth is an important demographic
for targeting new outdoors enthusiasts,
but attracting their parents and even
grandparents is important too. An example is the "Becoming an Outdoors
Woman (BOW) in Maine" program,
sponsored by IF & W, introduces women
to a variety of outdoor skills, such as
winter camping, fly fishing, shooting,
canoeing, hunting with dogs and other
specialties. As a way to create more outdoor opportunities in Kansas, state fish
and game officials have been working
with farmers to open their land up to
hunting, similar to Maine's Landowner
Relations program. A final state-by-state
report is due out in February of 2008.
For more information about the National
Survey visit:
http://federalasst.fws.gov/surveys/surveys .html
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Engineering

Division

These Folks Are Really Cleaning Up!
By Tom Seymour
Over the years, Maine Department of
Inland Fisheries and Wildlife's (DIF&W)
Engineering Division has completed a
number of highly-visible projects. From
new fish hatchery facilities to state-ofthe-art modern headquarters buildings,
most of these have been very much in the
public eye. All the while, the Engineering
Division has expended time, funds and
manpower on projects that few people
are aware of. These include some nutsand-bolts tasks that while on one hand
are often low-key, are of prime importance. One such project, an ongoing one,
ought not to be necessary in the first
place. It may come as a surprise, but
much effort goes into collecting and
removing illegally-deposited trash from
public lands.

Typical Abuse
James Connolly, a wildlife biologist
in DIF&W Region Band Ronald Taylor,
Chief Engineer for DIF&W's
Engineering Division, met on a chilly
morning to evaluate a pressing situation
at Alonzo Garcelon Wildlife Management
Area (WMA) in Augusta. What had
occurred here has become typical of the
sort of abuse that befalls not only stateowned land, but also private land here in
Maine. That concerns the illegal dumping
of not only household trash, but construction debris as well.
Connolly and Taylor had ordered an
excavator and dump truck to meet them
at the site. As it turned out, what they
found would fill a dump truck many
times over. First, along a utility right-ofway bordering the WMA, was a huge
pile of asphalt shingles. These were old,
beat-up shingles from a demolished
building, and were dropped in a large pile
along the right-of-way. While DIF&W
was not obligated to remove these,
Connolly pointed out that illegal dumpPage 12 MAINE Fish and Wildlife

ing is the number one cause of posting
private land in southern Maine. So to be
good neighbors, it is DIF&W policy to
remove and properly dispose of such
trash whenever possible.
Connolly also mentioned that locating, assessing and removing such trash
has become one of his regular duties.
This, of course, impinges upon time
spent on his given occupation, that of
managing Maine's wildlife.

School Bus Dumped
What's worse, Connolly says that
investigations have determined that much
of this trash was deposited on or along
public lands in order to save money.
"Rather than taking the stuff to the proper disposal site," Connolly said, "the
haulers often pocket the money paid
them and just dump the refuse at the
nearest WMA."
While the excavator and dump truck

operators busied themselves with cleaning up the massive pile of shingles along
the right-of-way, Connolly and Taylor
proceeded further along the road leading
into the middle of the WMU. On the
way, they passed the hulk of an abandoned school bus. While this may have
been present at the time the WMA was
created, it still needs to be disposed of.
Further down the road, an ersatz target-shooting area called for a quick stop
to investigate. Here, someone had
dumpedhousehold trash and with it, made
a target stand. But whoever did this gave
no thought to a safe backstop. In fact,
there was no backstop. Bottles, food
wrappers, cigarette butts and empty
ammo cases from a wide variety of
firearms and calibers littered the ground.
All this will need to be removed, prompting Connolly to mention a recent problem at Frye Mountain WMA. Someone
had taken a television set, placed it in the
middle of a field near a popular upland

/

James Connolly, Region B Regional Wildlife Biologist, watches as an excavator removes illegally-dumped refuse from Alonzo Garcelon Wildlife
Management Area in Augusta.
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The remains of an entire demolished building was dumped at the Department's Alonzo Garcelon Wilidlife Management
Area. Ron Taylor photo

bird hunting area, and shot it. Glass
shards covered the ground, posing a
grave hazard to the paws of any bird dog
unfortunate enough to walk through it.
At the end of the long road in to
Alonzo Garcelon WMA, a distressing
sight met us at the tum-around. What
appeared to be an entire building had
been dismantled and dumped here.
Timbers, trash, boards, shingles, nails,
spikes and everything else found in an
old structure lay here in several large
piles. Taylor and Connolly put their
heads together, trying to puzzle out
exactly what to do with this. While the
person who dumped the stuff obviously
had no compunctions about the act,
DIF&W must conform to the laws
regarding disposal of potentially-hazardous waste. The stuff will be trucked
off and properly disposed of, but the cost
in manpower, money and time is tremendous. Fortunately for us all, DIF&W's
Engineering Department has the wherewithal to solve this and similar problems.
Just remember, though, that for
every dollar and hour spent dealing with
these totally unnecessary issues, people
MAINE Fish and Wildlife

like Taylor and Connolly could, and
should, serve Maine better by attending
to their stated duties. And while we
might bemoan such a waste of precious
resources, we all can and should do
something about it. If you see or suspect
illegal dumping, contact the nearest
Maine Warden. A list of DIF&W
Regional Headquarters and phone numbers for all parts of Maine appears in
every regulation booklet published by the
department.
Do your part to help end the terrible
practice of illegal dumping. In the end,
only a concerted effort on the part of
Maine's citizenry will help keep those
"no trespassing" signs from appearing on
our favorite outdoor locations.

Barrier Dams
In the summer of 2007 the
Engineering Department reconstructed a
barrier dam at the outlet of Perch Pond,
TS R9 WELS, Aroostook County. This
17-acre pond was reclaimed in 1962. At
that time, the existing population of yellow perch and suckers were eliminated

and a barrier dam erected to prevent their
re-entry. A barrier dam utilizes a spillway
with a minimum drop of 40 inches,
which is higher than local warmwater
species are able to jump.
Perch Pond drains into Tague Pond,
as does Crater Pond, another reclaimed
water. These ponds are all part of a system of lakes and ponds located on Maine
Public Reserve Lands in T 15 R9 WELS.
Crater Pond was reclaimed in 1967, and
a barrier dam was incorporated into a
bridge over the ponds outlet. When the
Bureau of Public Lands decided to
replace the worn-out bridge, the barrier
dam was also reconstructed. This project
was completed in 2006.
Today, Perch Pond and Crater Pond
continue to provide high-quality fishing
for brook trout without competition from
warmwater species, thanks to the continuing efforts the DIF&W Engineering
Department. With the passage of time,
other projects will demand similar attention. These are only a sampling of the
kind of ongoing behind-the-scenes projects that the majority of Maine residents
never hear about.
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ENDANGERED
SPECIES UPDATES
Since Maine was settled by Europeans, at least
14 species of wildlife have been extirpated,
or eliminated, from the state. To prevent further losses, the Maine Endangered Species Act was enacted in
1975. In 1986, Maine's first list of 23 Endangered and Threatened Species was adopted. After biologists
reviewed the status of Maine's wildlife in the mid-1990s, 20 new species were added to the list in 1997.
In the 1st update since 1997, wildlife biologists for the Department recently completed a new list. These recommendations were accepted and passed by our Legislature, and signed into law by Governor Baldacci on May
24, 2007. The changes included: 14 new listings, one delisting (pygmy snaketail dragonfly), a change of status
from Endangered to Threatened for one currently listed species (ringed boghaunter )ragonfly), adding
"breeding population only" to two species currently listed as Endangered (peregrine falcon, American pipit).

Endangered Species Facts
Bald Eagle - removed from the Federal Endangered Species list and downgraded to Threatened in Maine.
Over 437 nesting pairs were documented in 2007; however April snow and torrential rains caused much nest
failure this past season. Washington, Hancock and Penobscot counties support 57/'o of Maine's eagle population, but expanding numbers of nesting birds are evident statewide.
Peregrine Falcon - disappeared from Maine coastal headlands and cliffs in the 1960s due to effects of DDT.
Efforts to restore the falcon included releasing (or 'hacking') 144 captive-bred birds in 8 different historically occupied Maine nest sites from 1984-1997. Today, there appear to be about 17 nesting pairs in the
state, with chick production and survival heavily dependent upon spring weather conditions.
Atlantic Puffin - Originally listed as threatened because of their small population size and limited distribution, Maine now has 800 nesting pairs in 4 coastal island colonies. After fledging from their island burrows,
puff ins head out to sea for 4-6 years before returning to their home island to breed and raise young.
Canada Lynx - Federally listed as threatened and never abundant in Maine, researchers have documented a
small but stable population of lynx in northern and western Maine; enough to keep them off Maine's State
threatened list. Maine researchers have radio-collared 64 lynx since 1999, and documenting 37 litters of
kittens. Lynx populations fluctuate with snowshoe hare populations, their most important food source.
Dragonflies and Damselflies - 158 species from the order Odenata have been documented in Maine. They are
considered highly sensitive to freshwater habitat degradation and are experiencing declines nationwide.
Baseline information for them had been lacking in Maine, until recently when a grant from the Outdoor
Heritage Fund initiated the Maine Damselfly and Dragonfly Survey. As a result, three dragonflies are listed
as Endangered or Threatened in Maine. Go to www.MDDS.umf.maine.edu for more information or to volunteer to help survey!
Turtles - Endangered Blanding's and Threatened Spotted turtles are both semi-aquatic, preferring to live in
small shallow wetlands, pocket swamps, vernal pools and the undeveloped fields and forests surrounding them
in southern Maine. Research has shown that Blanding's turtles travel in and out of an average of 6.5 different
wetlands in a single season, and one individual used 20! Roads crisscross these habitats, and a strategy to
install 'turtle crossing' signs will hopefully cut down on cars hitting turtles.
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Butterflies - over 115 species are native to Maine - a colorful part of our ecology. Butterflies play an important role by serving both as pollinators of many wildflowers; and prey (as both caterpillars and adults) for
other animals ranging from dragonflies to birds. A statewide butterfly survey began in 2007, and will continue
for the next 4 years. Volunteers are always welcome: visit the Maine Butterfly Survey website to learn more
and volunteer! www.MBS.umf.maine.edu
Freshwater Mussels - Maine has 10 native species with 3 listed as Threatened (yellow lampmussel, tidewater
mucket, brook floater). Living at the bottoms of our lakes, ponds, rivers and streams, mussels are valuable filter-feeders and help to clean their aquatic habitats. They are also important food sources for a variety of
wildlife. Pollution, dams, dredging and poaching (selling shells for the Orient's pearl culture industry) all jeopardize mussel populations. Mussels spend the first part of their life as free-floating larvae called glochidia.
They attach to a fish host's gills - most commonly white perch - and, doing no harm to the fish, reside on
their mobile nursery until they drop off to live, grow and spend the rest of their lives at the bottom.

WHO AM I? We've talked about each of the endangered or threatened animals here. If you can't identify
each one, use the code box below to figure out who's who! ANSWERS ON PAGE 28
A 0
12 1

C
14

Q E S
3 17 5

G

U

I W

19

7

21

9

K
23

Y

M
26 11

15 24 12 13 16 21
6 7 4 6 24 17

12 6 24 12 13 6 21
2 7 18 18 21 13

N

B

13

15 2

D
16

R
4

F
18

T
6

H
20

V
8

J
22

X
10

L Z
24 25

13 19 5
14 12 13
24 26 13

12 16 12
10

15 12
17 12

24 16
19 24 17

14

26 17 24 24 1
24 12 11 2 1

14 24 12 26 6 1 13 5
14 1 2 2 17 4

MAINE Fish and Wildlife

P

2 17 4 17 19 4 21 13 17
18 12 24 14 1 13

9
7 5 5 17 24

4 21 13 19 17 16
1 5 1 1 9 20 1 2 7 13 6 1 7 4

Winter 2008 Page 15

The Maine Warden Service
welcomes four new district
game wardens to the ranks.
Photos and text by Emily Jones
Aaron Cross of Morrill, Eric Dauphinee of
Willimantic, Kevin Pelkey of Brunswick and Kris
McCabe of Monmouth each completed Basic Law
Enforcement Training at the Maine Criminal Justice
Academy and graduated proudly at a ceremony held
on Friday Dec. 14, in Vassalboro.
On Dec. 19, the four new Wardens were officially
sworn-in by Commissioner Roland "Dan" Martin
during a ceremony held at the Department's Sidney
Headquarters. Family members attended the event
and pinned the warden's new badges on for them.
"They're going to do great work for the State of
Maine," Commissioner Martin told the new wardens, their families and their supervisors. "Wear that
uniform with pride."
They now will move on to complete orientation on
Maine Warden Service policies and procedures, and
each will train with supervisors in a district near
their home towns. They will eventually complete
additional training in a 14-week warden school.

Left to right are Eric Oauphinee, Aaron Cross, Kris
McCabe, Kevin Pelkey

"Being a Maine Game Warden is something to be
proud of," said Maine Warden Service Acting
Colonel Gregory Sanborn. "You have the best job in
the State of Maine."
Each of the new wardens was given an opportunity
to express his sense of accomplishment. They stated
they were proud to be joining the ranks of the
Maine Warden Service and were looking forward to
the opportunities before them.
More than 125 people are employed by the Maine
Warden Service. The job responsibilities of a warden include the enforcement of laws and department
rules in the areas of fish and wildlife conservation,
recreational vehicle usage and search and rescue.
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Eric Oauphinee
signs the paperwork declaring him
a law enforcement
officer in the State
of Maine.
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Chickadee Check-off and Loon
Conservation Plates Need Your Help
A sharp decline in contributions and the sale of plates during the
past decade is threatening continued conservation efforts.
By Cathy Genthner
It is a bitter cold day in January and
the snow is deep as wildlife biologist
Jennifer Vashon heads out on her snowmobile in search of animal tracks in a
clear cut. It is not common deer or moose
tracks she is in pursuit of, however, but
tracks belonging to the elusive and
endangered Canada lynx.
"Snow track surveys tell us where the
lynx are in the state and we can look at
range expansion just by following
tracks," said Vashon, who is a specialist
on lynx. "We sample a proportion of
Maine and we work north to south. When
we stop finding lynx, we've determined
the borders for their habitation."
The snow track surveys have been
conducted since 2003, providing biologists with valuable information about the
health of the lynx population in Maine.
Maine's lynx population is estimated
conservatively at around 500. That population is considered very healthy due to
an abundance of the lynx's primary prey
- the snowshoe hare, which thrives in the
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clear cuts created during the
spruce budworm epidemic
from 1976-1985. The lynx
and snowshoe hare populations are directly linked to
one another. Now, clear
cuts and areas where the
budworm wiped out the
trees are getting older and
as a result, the lynx population could change.
The lynx project is just
a sampling of the work that
is funded by the Chickadee
Check-off and Loon
Conservation Plate sales.
During the past decade,
however, contributions to
the fund and sales of the
plates have decreased dramatically.

Flying for Lynx
Vashon, though, continues her work
for now.
In the spring, she'll find herself in the
passenger seat of a Cessna 185, looking
for lynx in the remote Allagash region.
This time her search is aided by the use
of radio- telemetry, which the
department started
using in 1999.
Since the pro~ram
began, biologists
have been able to
track 64 lynx,
using radio collars
as well as small
computer chips
that are placed
under the skin of
the animal.
"We can locate
the animal and
monitor them
twice a week,"

Vashon said. "The collar has a signal
that slows dramatically when the animal
dies. We can get in there pretty quickly
to where the animal is and determine the
cause of death. Also, lynx give birth to
kittens in May and we monitor movements that indicate a den has been established. We go in around four weeks after
we believe the den was established and
count the number of kittens, fit them with
ear tags and a microchip under the skin.
We determine the kittens' sex ratio and
return them to the den. We come back
later to determine what makes a good
denning habitat."
With fewer taxpayers and motorists
marking the Chickadee Check-off on tax
forms or purchasing the Loon
Conservation Plate, conservation work is
at stake.
"We depend entirely on nongame
funding sources for important research,"
said biologist Phillip deMaynadier,
Reptile, Amphibian, and Invertebrate
Group Leader for the Maine Department
of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife. "The
loon plate and the Chickadee Check-off
are our bread and butter. We've noticed
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the impact in our office with decreasing
funds. We've been told to be very prudent in the use of those funds."

The state funds are used to attract federal funds that support nongame conservation in Maine. As a result, there is a lot
of federal money at stake.
"It is really critical that people donate
to this," said George Matula, the coordinator of the endangered and threatened
species program for the Maine
Department of Inland Fisheries and

Wildlife. "There has definitely been a
decline, which can affect research and
management. Part of the goal of the program is to keep common species common. We get different funding amounts
from federal matching sources. In other
words, if people donate a dollar, it can
generate from one to nine additional federal dollars."
The resurgence of the bald eagle in
Maine is an example of a successful program funded in part by the Chickadee

Check-off. Because of extensive conservation work during the past several years,
the eagle has been taken off Maine's
endangered list and is now on the threatened list. People who have given to the
fund aren't necessarily sportsmen.
"It is a way for people who don't hunt
or fish, but enjoy wildlife, to be able to
support wildlife conservation in Maine,"
said Lisa Kane, the natural science educator for the Department. "The money
raised from the Chickadee Check-off has

Maine's Endangered Species include:
Birds

Maine Threatened Species Include:
Birds

American Pipit (Anthus rubescens) (breeding population
only)
Black Tern (Chlidonias niger)
Golden Eagle (Aquila chrysaetos)
Grasshopper Sparrow (Ammodramus savannarum)
Least Tern (Sterna antillarum)
Least Bittern (lxobrychus exilis)
Peregrine Falcon (Falco peregrinus) (breeding population
only)
Piping Plover (Charadrius melodus)
Roseate Tern (Sterna dougallii)
Sedge Wren (Cistothorus platensis)

Arctic Tern (Sterna paradisaea)
Atlantic Puffin (Fratercula arctica)
Bald Eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus)
Barrow's Goldeneye (Bucephala islandica)
Black-crowned Night Heron (Nycticorax nycticorax)
Common Moorhen (Gal/inula chloropus)
Great Cormorant (Phalacrocorax carbo) (Breeding population only)
Harlequin Duck (Histrionicus histrionicus)
Razorbill (Alea torda)
Short-eared Owl (Asia flammeus) (Breeding population
only)
Upland Sandpiper (Bartramia longicauda)

Fish

Fish

Redfin Pickerel (Esox americanus
americanus)

Swamp Darter (Etheostoma
fusiforme)

Butterflies and Skippers

Butterflies and Moths

Clayton's Copper (Lycaena dorcas claytoni)
Edwards' Hairstreak (Satyrium edwardsii)
Hessel's Hairstreak (Callophrys hesseli)
Juniper hairstreak (Callophrys gryneus)
Katahdin Arctic (Oeneis polixenes
katahdin)

Purple Lesser Fritillary (Bo/aria charic/ea grandis)
Sleepy Duskywing (Erynnis brizo)

Dragonflies and
Damselflies

Dragonflies and Damselflies
Rapids Clubtail (Gomphus quadricolor)

Clayton 's Copper Butterfly

Boreal Snaketail (Ophiogomphus colubrinus)
Ringed Boghaunter (Williamsonia lintneri)

Mayflies

Freshwater Mussels

Flat-Headed Mayfly (Roaring Brook Mayfly) (Epeorus
tnsoni)

Mammals

Brook Floater (Alasmidonta varicosa)
Tidewater Mucket (Leptodea ochracea)
Yellow Lampmussel (Lampsilis cariosa)

New England Cottontail (Sylvilagus transitionalis)

Mayflies

Snakes

Tomah Mayfly (Siphlonisca aerodromia)

Black Racer (Coluber constrictor)

Moths

Turtles

Pine Barrens Zanclognatha (Aanclognatha martha)
Twilight Moth (Lucia rachalae)

Blanding's Turtle (Emys blandingii)
Box Turtle (Terrapene carolina)

Mammals
Northern Bog Lemming (Synaptomys borealis)
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declined because of all the other options
that are available as a tax check-off."
There are 10 organizations listed on
The Maine Income Tax Schedule CP for
the Voluntary Contributions and Purchase
of Park Passes, including the Chickadee
Check-off. Prior to 1998, the Chickadee
Check-off was on the first page of the
Maine Income Tax Form.

"In 1998, the Maine Bureau of
Taxation moved the Chickadee Check-off
from the front of the tax form to a supplemental," deMaynadier said. "There
was a 40 percent decline in a two-year
period and it was largely
attributable to the supplemental form."

plate has remained fairly steady and even
experienced a peak in the mid- to late1990s when the lobster plate - disliked
by many - was the standard-issue license
plate.
"The Chickadee Check-off and the
loon conservation plate are very important for the work we do," said Mark
Stadler, the director of the wildlife division for the Maine Department of Inland
Fisheries and Wildlife. "We are concerned about the declining contributions,
which is beginning to affect our ability to
conduct management for these species.

account with the stipulation that money
can only be spent on the conservation of
Maine's endangered and nongame
species. It should be noted that revenue
generated from hunting, fishing and trapping license fees goes primarily toward
supporting the game species.

Maine's Endangered and
Threatened Species

Presently, there are 33 species of fish
and wildlife listed as endangered or
threatened under Maine's Endangered
Species Act. The list is
updated every five years.
Three of those species are
also federally listed under
~ 1.1 . :,
the U.S. Endangered Species
If you are interested in
History of Maine's
Act. An additional 16
contributing to the
species currently or historiEndangered and
nongame fund (in addically occurring in Maine are
something · ·
Nongame Wildlife
tion to the Chickadee
listed as endangered or
Check-off and the Loon wild
Fund
threatened under the U.S.
license plate) you may
In 1975, the Maine
Endangered Species Act, but
lurking
send a check made out
Legislature enacted the
not under the Maine
to the "Treasurer, State in your
Maine Endangered
Endangered Species Act.
Species Act (MESA). The of Maine" and indicate M •
Endangered species are
in the memo field of the • a1ne
State's first Endangered
native to Maine and in
check that it is for the
income
and Threatened Species
immediate danger of disaptax form
List was established, con- nongame fund.
pearing from the state
taining only federally listbecause their populations are
ed species whose ranges
critically low or declining in
include Maine. In 1981
number. Habitat loss or
You may mail checks
the least tern became the
degradation,
overexploitaLOOK FOR THE CHICKADEE AND
to:
first species listed under
tion, disease and competition
CHECKOFF
FOR
WILDLIFE
ON
YOUR
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Maine's Endangered
with other species cause
TAX RETURN
Wildlife Division
Species Act that does not
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species to become rare. The
have federal listing status. Maine Department of
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continued existence of these
Inland Fisheries and
In 1983, the Maine
species in the state is unlikeWildlife
Legislature created the
ly without implementing
State House Station
Maine Endangered and
special measures to protect
#41
Nongame Wildlife Fund
the species and its habitat.
Augusta, Maine 04333
that added a check-off
Threatened species are not
option on the state income
critically jeopardized by
tax form. During the first
immediate
few years of the program,
disappearance; but will probit was extremely successably become endangered if populations
ful, allowing for the establishment of the
The department is doing really good
experience further decline.
Maine Endangered Species Program. In
work in this area of conservation. The
"The department's major funding is
1998, however, income to the Chickadee
public would be impressed with the
from the sportsmen, but the public is
program dropped dramatically when the
breadth of the work we are doing, and I
telling us that we are responsible for
check-off was moved from the primary
encourage them to get behind this mangame and nongame species. It isn't fair
tax form to a supplemental form
agement effort."
for sportsmen to do it all," deMaynadier
(Schedule CP). In 1994, the loon conserAll money donated to the fund,
said. "That is where the birth of the
vation license plate was created with a
whether through the tax check-off, car
endangered and nongame species fund
portion of the proceeds (around 40 perregistrations, grants or direct gifts, is
came from, to try to address that gap."
cent) going to the Endangered and
deposited into a separate interest-bearing
Nongame Wildlife Fund. Sale of the loon
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Randy Cross with two of the hundreds of cubs he's handled over the years.

Maine's Black
Bear
Monitoring
Program
By Randy Cross
Bear Biologist
Photos by Mark Latti
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The Maine Department of Inland
Fisheries and Wildlife (MDIFW) is
charged with managing Maine's abundant
wildlife resources. One of our most celebrated and treasured animals is the black
bear. Although many people enjoy black
bears, too many bears can create problems for the bears - and for the people
who live with them. Black bear management is a balancing act between maintaining a healthy and abundant bear population for all to enjoy, and limiting the
growth of that population so that bear
nuisance problems do not cross the line
of public tolerance. A big part of managing bear nuisance problems involves
modifying human behavior toles en the

number of negative bear/human interactions. This may include advice on taking
down bird feeders, handling outside trash
differently, and how to prevent damage to
agricultural crops. Each fall, bear
hunters enter the Maine woods in hopes
of harvesting a black bear. These
hunters, and the rules that control their
methods, are the tools that managers use
to en ure the bear population is not overharvested, and to keep the bear population from "cro ing the line."
How do biologist determine the
proper number of animal to harvest?
The first part of any management program is to have clear goals and objective . The e are set by intere ted mernWinter 2008

Biologists stop to hone in on the radio signal emitted from the bear's radio collar.

bers of the public who have reviewed and
discussed the latest MDIFW bear assessment at Public Working Group meetings.
These goals are set about every 1 S years.
Our current management goal for bears is
to provide hunting, trapping, and viewing
opportunity for bears. Our population
objective is to stabilize the bear population (no significant increase or decrease
in numbers) through traditional hunting
and trapping activities. In order to maintain a stable bear population, we must
have a good understanding of the number
of bears entering the population (recruitment) to replace losses. While the number of bears harvested by hunters each

year is known, the number dying from
other causes and the numbers entering
the population must be determined by our
research.

Ongoing Study

The Maine black bear monitoring
program is a long-term project designed
to continually gather data regarding the
status of our bear population. The program began as a study in 1975 when Roy
Hugie established 2 study areas consisting of 4 townships each - Spectacle Pond
(20 miles West of Ashland) and
Stacyville (near Patten). Roy compared
population characteristics of the bears
living in these 2
study areas for his
PhD. At that time,
the Spectacle Pond
area was lightly
hunted; whereas
bears in the
Stacyville area
experienced heavy
hunting pressure.
Today, hunting
pressure is more
~ evenly distributed
across the bears'
range in Maine.
In 1982, the
Department of
Inland Fisheries
and Wildlife took
These cubs are well equipped with climbing equipment.
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over Roy's project and established a new
study area near Bradford, north of Old
Town. The Department also changed the
focus of the project by using the radiocollared females in each study area to
represent bears across the state that are
living in similar habitat conditions to that
study area. For example, if we found that
the radio-collared females in our study
area in the northern commercial forest
were particularly successful in raising
their cubs in a given year, then we would
assume that other females living in the
northern commercial forest were also
very successful.
Currently, we have study areas near
Spectacle Pond, Bradford, and
Beddington. In 2004, the Stacyville study
area was discontinued and a new study
area was created in Downeast Maine,
northeast of Beddington. This study area
was established to address a longstanding
need to better represent a portion of
Maine's bear population in eastern
Maine, living under habitat conditions
not well represented by the other 2 existing study areas.
In all 3 study areas, a total of
between 60 and 90 radio-collared female
bears are monitored each year. Radio-collars are needed to monitor black bears
because their secretive nature makes
them difficult to observe. Radio-collars
send out a signal revealing each bear's
location in her den as she hibernates
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under the winter snow. All of our radiocollared bears are visited each winter in
their dens, which allows us to determine
the number of cubs born. Because these
cubs stay with their mother for 16
months and den with her the following
winter, we can also determine how many
cubs survive to one year of age (known
as yearlings). We tag the ears of all cubs
and yearlings to identify them. Female
yearlings are equipped with radio-collars,
which allow us to follow them throughout their lives.

Food Is Critical
We have found marked differences
in reproduction, survival, and recruitment
between study areas, as well as within
study areas over time, while habitat conditions change. The variables that cause
these differences are many and complicated and are not easy to predict, measure, or even identify. Nutrition plays a
major role in determining the number of
cubs that are produced, and cub survival
through their first year.
Bears in Maine utilize a wide assort-

ment of natural foods, and the
food types in each study area
are quite different.
Traditionally, beechnut production has been linked to cub
production in northern Maine,
but these nuts are less important in central areas of the state
and have been less reliable in
recent years up north. The
abundance of many types of
bear foods are affected by
weather, which makes predicting the food supply and cub
production difficult from yearto-year. Although closely
tracking food production would
help us explain year-to-year
variations in cub production
and survival, limited funding
only allows us to directly
measure cub production and
survival during our winter den
visits.
Forestry practices are con- The mother and cubs are warm and dry in their
tinually evolving, which changes snug den.
the world the bears live in and the food
maintain a representative sample of bears
they depend upon. Forestland
in each study area. We ear-tag many
ownership and market condimales while trapping and in the dens as
tions are constantly changing
well. Because males often damage their
as well, which also impacts
ears while fighting, we also tattoo their
forest resource management.
inner lip for a permanent mark. These
Unforseen disease or insect
marked males offer additional information regarding their movements when
outbreaks may influence forest
composition and harvest strate- they are re-encountered through hunter
harvest, roadkill or our own trapping
gies. Thus, the general nature
efforts.
of the forests of northern
We have learned a lot about bears in
Maine are very different now
Maine over the last 33 years, but we are
than they were years ago, and
still discovering new things. Each field
they most likely will continue
season
of data collection still reveals
to change in years to come.
unexpected
surprises. The Department's
The combined effects of all
bear
monitoring
program is an ongoing
these complex variables on
source
of
information
providing biolobears are most easily measured
gists
with
the
information
necessary to
by continually monitoring the
properly
manage
this
valuable
wildlife
bear 's successes and failures
resource.
It
is
certainly
"our
finger
on the
directly in their dens.
pulse
of
the
bear
population."
A large part of our bear
This bear research is possible
monitoring program involves
thanks,
in part, to a federal tax on
trapping and radio-collaring
firearms,
ammunition and other hunting
bears in late spring and early
related
items.
The funds from this federal
summer. Trapping bears with
tax,
(known
as
the Pittman-Robertson
foot-snares allows us to collar
Act),
pays
for
75%
of the cost. The
new bears to replace collared
remaining
25%
comes
primarily from
bears that have died or that
hunting
and
fishing
license
sales.
have been lost due to malfunc-

The female is tranquilized and laid out on a thick tioning collars. Periodic trapsleeping bag to be weighed and measured.
ping efforts are nece sary to
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I wonder if anyone involved in
Maine's turkey restoration program just
over two decades ago had any idea just
how successful this effort would be?
Certainly the actual hunting of turkeys
got off to a less than booming start. The
first season saw 500 hunters drawn for a
permit, but only nine turkeys were actually bagged and tagged.
Today turkey hunting is a much different matter. Here are some of the
changes that have taken place in Maine
turkey hunting in just the last decade:
• Turkeys have spread out over most
of the state, showing up in what many
would consider the most unlikely locations, from the mountainous heights of
Coburn Gore to the northern reaches of
Aroostook's potato fields.
• From a one per year gobbler limit,
it's now possible to shoot three turkeys a
year, a gobbler in the spring and gobbler
or hen in the fall archery and shotgun
seasons.
• The annual turkey permit draw is a
thing of the past, with everyone able to
purchase a spring or fall hunting permit
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over the counter.
• While the early turkey seasons
were conducted on small parts of extreme
southern Maine, huge parts of the state
are now open to turkey hunting.
• The traditional spring hunting season has been augmented with both a
month-long fall bow season and now a
limited shotgun season.
• Success rates for turkey hunters
are among the highest in the country,
with spring hunters above 30 percent,
while it appears that about 40 percent of
this past year's fall shotgun hunters were
successful.
• From the viewpoint of some farmers and landowners there are too many
turkeys, and crop and silage damage
problems are now an ongoing issue for a
number of them, prompting calls for even
more aggressive measures to control
turkey numbers.

Hunt Beginnings
It has been my extreme good fortune
to be a Maine turkey hunter since that
first season in 1986. Back then I was

extraordinarily lucky and shot one of the
nine turkeys taken that year. That experience was so thrilling that I've been
addicted to turkey hunting ever since.
Like many others in Maine, my spring
fishing time has fallen off drastically as I
focus on chasing longbeards as many
days as possible.
One of the great things about turkey
hunting is that it doesn't need to be a
solitary pursuit, so you can spend time
chasing the gobblers with a friend, or
even a passel of friends. If you get lucky
and shoot your own bird on opening day,
you can still tag along with friends and
do the calling, or just lug the decoys.
There are many ways to successfully
hunt turkeys, but I have always favored
the classic method of locating a turkey
and calling him in by using decoys and a
hen call. To have a big boss gobbler
slowly approach your hiding place while
he booms out loud gobbles in response to
your hen yelps is a thrill. When he
appears within shotgun range in full strut,
all fanned out, why that's heart-stopping
excitement!
Winter 2008 Page 23

Let me tell you how a classic spring
turkey hunt might go.

Pre-Season Scouting
It all begins well before the season
actually opens. It's called turkey scouting. Most people do all their scouting by
vehicle, driving around to places where
turkeys might come out into fields. I do
some of that, but it's supplemented by
getting out of the truck and into the
woods. I start as soon as enough snow
has left the woods to make for comfortable walking. I focus on the south sides
of ridges where oak trees grow, since
these are the places that turkeys can find
food soonest. What I look for is lots of
turkey scratches, the V-shaped diggings
the turkeys make as they move leaves
aside looking for edibles under them.
What I'm really looking for is a
flock of hen birds that can't be seen from
the road. Because birds feeding in a field
are so obvious, that's what other hunters
are focused on. I want to find the birds
nobody else knows about. That way it's
less likely someone will interfere with
my hunting. I focus on hens because
they stay put. Gobblers will wander all
over the place, but they'll always come
back to where the hens are.
The other part of pre-hunt scouting
is to find as many different flocks as you
can because that allows you to quickly
move to another area if someone else is
hunting your birds, or if there are no
birds gobbling in that place.
Once you have a good idea where
there are plenty of birds, it's best to leave
them alone. You especially shouldn't fall
prey to the desire to call to them. Turkeys

The decoys are set out and the hunter waits for dawn, calling to roosting
gobblers. Harry Vanderweide photo
may not be smart, but they certainly
aren't dumb. If gobblers see humans calling to them several times, they will
become super wary and refuse to come
within shotgun range, even if they will
gobble in response to calling.

Roosting Birds
Once the season arrives, the next
strategy is to go out at dusk and try to
roost a gobbler. This is accomplished by
going to the areas you located birds and
giving a hoot. Specifically, you make the
call of a barred owl, which should elicit a
shock gobble from roosting toms. Since
most turkeys fly into trees well before
dark and stay there all night, if you roost
a bird by making the call of an owl - or
most any other loud, sudden sound -

2008 Turkey Season
Season A will run from April 28 to May 3 and May 19 to
May 24, while season B runs from May 5 to May 1 O and May
12 to May 17. All permit holders may hunt from May 26 to
May 31.
The youth turkey hunting day will occur on Saturday,
April 26. In addition, all youth 1 O years of age or older and
under 16 years of age, who possess a junior hunting license
and a spring turkey permit for either the A or B season, may
hunt any Saturday during the open spring turkey season.
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and cause a shock gobble, you'll know
right where he is come morning.
The next step is a truly painful one,
getting up in the wee small hours of the
night, so you can get in position to hunt
well before daylight. The trick is arriving
before daylight to locate yourself from
150 to 200 yards from where the gobbler
roosted the night before. You need to
pick a spot that is open enough to allow
the gobbler to see your decoy, but that
provides enough cover to conceal you
from the gobbler's sharp eyes. My
favorite spot is to sit just inside a field
edge with my decoys out in the field
it elf.
In a situation where I've roosted a
bird, I always use decoys. In the past my
decoy spread was two hens and one jake
decoy. The past few years I've been
using a strutting jake decoy that is
extremely lifelike since it includes the
spread tail fan of a real turkey. That set
include a hen decoy that is lying on the
ground, as if ready to breed. That hen is
placed a foot or so from the jake.
Correct decoy positioning is important. If using regular hen decoys, they
need to be placed where they will be
most visible to an approaching gobbler.
Their distance and visibility to the hunter
i n't important as long a they are used
with a jake decoy. A jake decoy needs to
be no more than 25 yards from the gun
and it should be placed right where the
Winter 2008

hunter wants to shoot the bird. That's
because any approaching tom will always
come directly to the jake decoy, even if it
means walking past a hen decoy.

Placing the Hunter
The hunter needs to sit with his back
to a solid tree to break up his silhouette
and for safety. It is useful to have brush
in front of the gunner, but not so much as
to make it difficult to spot an approaching bird. One key is to be completely
camouflaged, especially the face. Another
is for the hunter to remain motionless
while the bird approaches. This means
the shotgun is at the hunter's shoulder
well before the bird appears. That's why
most turkey hunters sit with one knee up
so it can help support the gun barrel
while waiting for the bird to come. Have
the gun up by the time you are convinced
the bird is not more than 100 yards away.
If someone else is calling the turkey
for the gunner, I like to have him located
behind the gun. Twenty yards is a good
starting point, but 50 is better in some
situations. Turkeys have superb hearing
and can accurately judge where a hen is
calling. Mature gobblers will often hang
up short of shotgun range, especially if
they have been shot at in the past. By
having the caller well behind the gun, a
gobbler will often be in range even if it
stops short.

Placement of decoys is crucial and it's
most important. Harry Vanderweide photo
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Calling Tactics
Calling is one of the
most controversial
aspects of turkey hunting.
What kind of call to use,
when to use it, how often
and how loud to call are
all hotly debated.
Admitting there are many
ways to go, here's how I
prefer to call.
For the call itself, I
prefer a raspy sounding
diaphragm call. I like it
raspy simply because I
like that sound. It gives
me confidence. I exclusively use a diaphragm
because, being a mouth
call, it doesn't require me
to move, as do slates and
striker box calls. I can
make a wondrously large
variety of sounds with my
mouth call.
If I haven't actually
heard a turkey gobble, I'll
give a loud, long series of
straight yelps to see if I
get an answer. If I get an When everyting goes right, you get to lug home a
answer, or if I've heard a heavy, old longbeard. Harry Vanderweide photo
turkey gobble, I give the
bird back what he gives me. If he's excit- the same with soft yelps, purrs and putts.
Every time the tom gobbles, I yelp. If
ed and loud, I yelp and cackle in that
the tom stops for more than a few minmanner. If he's quiet and tentative, I do
utes, I give him a loud series with a cackle or two thrown in to see if that will
restart him.
Once I'm sure the gobbler has seen
my decoys, I stop calling. Turkeys are
extremely visually oriented and once
locked onto a decoy, they will come in if
nothing else distracts or alarms them.
If you placed your decoys well, have
your gun up, have aimed true, then all
that remains is to squeeze the trigger,
then go collect your turkey dinner.
If all I've described above seems
simple and sure-fire, it isn't. Now and
then it will go exactly as planned and
seems like pure magic. Most times,
something else happens.
All that means is you have to spend
another morning watching the sun come
up in Maine's spring woods.
How bad can that be?
the location of a jake decoy that is
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Winter Ticks: Bane of Maine's Moose Herd
By Tom Seymour
Something is killing young moose.
In recent years, IF& W has observed an
unusual incidence of mortality in I I month-old moose. All of the dead moose
carried heavy tick loads. Also, all dead
moose showed great hair loss. Mortality
in this age-class of moose is higher in
some years than others. What is happening?
The culprits are tiny parasites called
winter ticks. These are entirely separate
and distinct from deer or dog ticks.
However, winter ticks are not moose-specific either. They attack all mammals, but
moose are the only species in Maine that
accumulates heavy loads. Three separate
factors contribute to winter tick mortality
in Maine's moose.
First, large numbers of moose
encourage a strong tick population. The
more hosts, the more ticks. Second, mild
autumns allow adult larval ticks to live
longer and consequently transfer to to
individual moose in greater numbers. In
late September and early October, great
numbers of ticks attach themselves to
brush in huge clumps and wait for a passing mammal. When a moose (or any
other animal) encounters the clump, a
transfer takes place.
Early-arriving cold weather kills the
majority of winter ticks, thus preventing
their transfer to moose in any significant
numbers. But extended and mild fall seasons, such as the ones recently experienced, are conducive to a lingering, lateseason tick population.

An example of the numbers of ticks that can attach themselves to feed from a
moose.

And third, ticks disengage themselves from their hosts in March and fall
to the ground, where they deposit their
eggs in the leaf litter. Early springs, with
lots of newly bare ground, encourage a
successful reproduction. When the
ground remains covered with snow and
ice, however, the more ticks die. In
recent years, Maine has experienced a
succession of mild springs.
But what about these I I-month-old
moose? Why do they succumb to tick
infestations in such great numbers? There
are several parts to the answer. First, one
moose can accommodate up to over
50,000 ticks. The ticks ingest blood, and
the gross number of ticks represents a
significant blood loss. At 11 months of
age, moose generally are unable to sustain such a loss. Acertain number of older
moose and some 23month-old moose die
from tick infestations,
but their numbers are
small compared to those
in the I l-rnonth category.
Hair loss incurred
from tick infestations
also contributes to
moose mortality. Time
spent rubbing and
scratching areas covered
Note the extreme hair loss on this yearling calf.
by ticks is time that

Chuck Hulsey photo
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would otherwise be spent feeding. So
blood loss, coupled with malnutrition,
signals death for Maine moose.
According to Maine moose biologist
Karen Morris, a recent study by Tony
Musante in northern New Hampshire,
calf loss from winter tick infestations
could possibly stagnate or even decrease
the current moose population. "Our
moose population should have gone
through the roof by now," said Morris,
"We recognize that something other than
food availability and hunting is responsible for moose loss. It appears to be winter ticks."
All this goes to show that managing
our moose herd is more than a matter of
relying upon dry statistics. All sorts of
variables come into play, not the least of
which seems to be the Maine weather.

A close up of a winter tick engorged
with blood. Doug Kane photo
Winter 2008

PROTECT

YOURSELF

MAINE
GUN SELLERS
PROTECT

YOUR

GUNS

FEDERAL LAW provides severe penalties for persons
who knowingly sell guns to prohibited persons.

BE AWARE. ASK QUESTIONS.
DON'T LET YOUR GUNS BE
USED IN A CRIME.
Sell your guns only to someone you know can legally
possess them or directly to a federally licensed gun dealer.
CONTACT US FOR A GUN SELLER'S SAFETY KIT
(207) 771-3294 OR 262-4694

Gun Sellers Awareness Cmnpaign
Project Safe Neighborhoods Task Force
United States Attorney - District of Maine • Portland/Bangor, Maine
usame. psn@usdoj. gov
MAINE Fish and Wildlife
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Answers to

A.T.V. MAINE
WE

PROVIDE

MEMBERS

+
+
+
+
+
+
+

LOCAL

A.T.V.

CLUBS

WITH THE FOLLOWING

AND THEIR

I.ATLANTIC PUFFIN

EDUCATION

2. BLANDING'S TURTLE

ONEVOICE
REPRESENTATION

3. CANADA LYNX

LANDS

AVAILABLE
LANDOWNER

4. CLAYTON'S COPPER

INSURANCE
RELATIONS

5. YELLOW
LAMPMUSSEL

REMEMBER:
WITHOUT
LANDOWNERS,

on Page 15

SERVICES:

INFORMATION

OPEN

Kidbits Quiz

ACCESS

PROVIDED

BY LOCAL

WE WILL NOT HAVE PLACES
A.T.V. MAINE
PO Box2292
SOUTH PORTLAND, ME 04116

TO RIDE

WWW.A TVMAINE.ORG

6. BALD EAGLE
7. PEREGRINE FALCON
8. RINGED
BOG HAUNTER

Dead River Hatchery

All sizes Rainbow Trout available
Brook Trout available in 4-6
IF&W permit required

207-628-2816

State certified
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Maine Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife
Gildan T-shirts
100% cotton pre-shrunk

Green Waxc/oth

Canvas wl Suede Bill

Cotton LED wl Trout

Pine Green Deer

Hats
Green LED
Green Waxcloth
Green Suede Bill
Postage Rates

Deer

Moose

N/A

N/A

$15.00
$15.00
$15.00

$
$
$

$20.00
$16.00
$16.00

$
$
$

Subtotal

$

Sales Tax

$

*XXL
*XXL
*XXL

Trout

(please calculate thR shipping cost. by
the number of items per category)

- $1.35 each x Qty. __

=$

T-shirts - $2.31 each x Qty.__

=$

Postage

$

Postage Total $

TOTAL DUE

$

Hats

Olive Trout

XL
XL
XL

L
L
L

M
-- M
M

Pine Green De er
Olive Trout
-Jade Moose

Total

Price Ea.

Quantity
Item
Hane's Beefy T's (*If ordering XXL please add $2.50 per item)

(Maine residents add 5%)

Mailing Address:-----------------City:
Jade Moose

State:

Phone:

In-stock items are shipped
within 5 business days.
Items that are out-of-stock
may take four to six weeks
for delivery.
Shipping costs on returned
items are non-refundable.

Zip:

_

---------------------~
Method of Payment

(Please make check payable to: Treasurer, State of Maine)

DCheck/Money Order
Card#:

DVisa

D Discover

DMastercard

----Expiration Date:

Signature:

_

---------------------

Mail order. with payment. to:

Maine Dept. of Inland Fisheries & Wildlife
Information Center
284 State St.
41 SHS
Augusta, ME 04333-0041
207 -287 -8000

MAINE Fish and Wildlife

Check out our online store:

www.maine.gov/ifw
..... for these items and more.
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Special Introductory Offer
Yes, I want to subscribe to

MAINE

Fish and Wildlife
Official Publication ofThe Maine Department oflnland
Fisheries and Wildlife

·~ J' '°

Published four times a year,
MAINE Fish and Wildlife Magazine
is your best source of accurate, up-to-date fish and
wildlife information.
Vividlyillustrated with color photos, this is the
authoritative publication on Maine's
wildlife and natural resources.

------------------------------ --- ------ --- ------------------ --_One Year (Four Issues) $9.95
_Two Years (Eight Issues) $15.95
Name
Address
City

_

_
State_
Zip
_
Bill my _Visa _Mastercard
Card No.
Exp. Date __
Make checks to: Maine Fish and Wildlife Magazine
Send to: 183 State St., Suite 101, Augusta, ME 04330
1-207-622-4242 (In-State) 1-800-698-9501 (Out-of-State)
www.maine.gov/ifw

----------------------------------------------------------------

Weekly Fishing and Hunting Reports
From Maine's Fishery and Wildlife Biologists
T

.- Fishing Hotspot of the Week Maine's Best Waters
T

Fish and Wildlife Trophy Gallery Send Us Your Trophy Photos

.- Maine's Best Outdoor Almanac
Page 30 MAINE Fish and Wildlife

Winter 2008

Maine Fish & Wildlife

OUTDOOR

ROSTER
.-IKENNEBAGO RIVER KAMPS
North of Rangeley between Kennebago Lake
and Little Kennebago Lake
• Fly Fish for native Salmon & Brook Trout in
Kennebago's rivers & lakes
• Excellent Deer and Grouse Hunting
• Snowmobiling on ITS 84 and 89
• 3 Housekeeping Camps • Gated Access
• Reasonable Rates

I

Write: Kennebago River Kamps, R. Hammond
PO Box 677, Rangeley 04970
207-864-2402

Need to know
about Maine
Outdoors?
Check the DIF&W
Website:
www.maine.gov/ifw

on FISH RIVER LAKE
Northern Maine's Last Frontier
P.O. Box 140 Portage, Maine 04768 Phone 207-435-6156

• FAMILY VACATIONS

• Moose, LOON,

WILDFLOWER FIELD TRIPS

-

• HUNTING, FISHING
• ICE FISHING, CROSS-COUNTRY SKIING

Located in Allagash Lakes Region north of Baxter State Park. Full-service
lodge, seven log cabins on Haymock, Spider and Cliff Lakes (T8R11,
T9R11, T9R12). American Plan or Housekeeping. Indoor plumbing available.

OPEN YEAR ROUND

P.O. Box 598FG, Millinocket, ME 04462
207- 757- 7097 (LET IT RING!)

(MAILING ADDRESS ONLY)
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Birds of Maine Posters Now Available
Three full-color posters focusing on 60 common birds of Maine wetlands, backyards and forest and field
habitats are now available from MDIFW. Each 29" X 32" poster, printed on heavy, glossy paper, features an original habitat painting by popular Maine wildlife and landscape artist Tom Merriam, with 20
photographs of common bird species superimposed. The back of each poster, in black and white, has
individual habitat and bird species information specific to Maine.
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Price is $3.00 each, or the set of 3 for $8.00. (Maine residents add 5% sales tax.) $3.50 for postage and handling.
To purchase directly, stop into MDIFW Headquarters, 284 State Street, Augusta
To order, call the MDIFW Information Center at 207-287-8000 or visit the MDIFW Online Store at www.mefishwildlife.com

