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In 2010, licensed foresters supervised harvesting on 304,169 acres, compared to 270,015 acres in 2009.

Report Highlights

Herbicide Use:

Harvesting and Land Use Changes

Timber Stand Improvement (TSI):

Planting:

Land Use Changes:

Clearcutting:

Landowners owning more than 100,000 acres in Maine created 92% of all clearcuts (17,732 acres). 

The primary silvicultural reason for clearcutting reported by large landowners was the removal of poor quality, intolerant, under stocked, short 
lived or mature overstories where the retention of the residual overstory trees is not justified for further increase in value, as a source of seed, or 
for protection of the new stand.

Forester Involvement

Average clearcut size in 2010 was 19 acres.  Landowners owning more than 100,000 acres had an average clearcut size of 20 acres. Landowners 
owning less than 100,000 acres had an average clearcut size of 11 acres.  One clearcut larger than 75 acres was created in 2010.

442,707 acres were harvested in 2010, a 12% increase from 395,913 acres in 2009.

420,309 acres were "partially harvested" (partial and shelterwood totals) in 2010, a 12% increase from 376,765 acres in 2009.

Harvesting to convert land from forest management to some other land use decreased 27% from 4,271 acres in 2009 to 3,106 acres in 2010.

For site preparation increased 909%, from 22 acres in 2009 to 222 acres in 2010.

To release crop trees from competing vegetation decreased 27%, from 10,892 acres in 2009 to 7,963 acres in 2010.

 95% of this activity was done by landowners owning more than 100,000 acres (5,868 acres).
Precommercial thinning of young stands with spacing saws increased 51%, from 4,080 acres in 2009 to 6,175 acres in 2010.

98% of the planting was by landowners owning more than 100,000 acres (2,020 acres).
Tree planting decreased 28%, from 2,852 acres in 2009 to 2,067 acres in 2010.

The total area clearcut increased, from 14,877 acres in 2009 to 19,292 acres in 2010.  Clearcutting amounts to just over 4% of total harvested acres.

Precommercial Silvicultural Activities

1.

3.

2.

4.

Licensed Forester supervision occurred on 25% (594 out of 2,338 harvests) of the harvests on family forests (<= 100 acres) in 2010.  This is a slight increase 
from 24% in 2009 (563 out of 2,315 harvests).

The number of harvests reported increased from 4,864 to 5,650.

69% of all harvest acres in 2010 had a licensed forester involved; a slight increase from 2009 (68%).



2010 Harvesting and Land Use Changes

Ownership SizeOwnershipType
Partial 

Harvests Clearcut
Land Use 

Change

Acres

Commercial Harvest Information by Landowner Size and Type
Total 

Harvest

Initial or 
Intermediate 

Entry Final Entry
Total 

Shelterwood

Shelterwood

1 to 100 acresForest Industry Woodlands 0 0 0 0 00 0

101 to 1,000 acres 40 0 0 0 400 0

1,001 to 100,000 acres 1,509 451 0 0 1,960375 76

100,000 + acres 14,761 38,940 2,980 0 56,68114,962 23,978

16,310 39,391 2,980 0 58,681SubTotal 15,337 24,054

1 to 100 acresInvestor Timberlands 0 0 0 0 00 0

101 to 1,000 acres 0 0 0 0 00 0

1,001 to 100,000 acres 491 1,675 26 0 2,192772 903

100,000 + acres 25,042 59,255 9,343 0 93,64025,409 33,846

25,533 60,930 9,369 0 95,832SubTotal 26,181 34,749

1 to 100 acresNon-Industrial Land 36,334 5,507 491 1,182 43,5142,667 2,840

101 to 1,000 acres 71,372 10,899 754 1,115 84,1404,633 6,266

1,001 to 100,000 acres 43,858 14,141 284 274 58,5574,234 9,907

100,000 + acres 37,507 42,296 5,401 374 85,57822,971 19,325

189,071 72,843 6,930 2,945 271,789SubTotal 34,505 38,338

1 to 100 acresOther Woodlands (Govt, etc.) 112 10 0 4 1260 10

101 to 1,000 acres 1,770 353 0 68 2,191169 184

1,001 to 100,000 acres 848 961 5 89 1,903467 494

100,000 + acres 11,244 933 8 0 12,185377 556

13,974 2,257 13 161 16,405SubTotal 1,013 1,244

2010 Totals: 244,888 175,421 3,106

2009 Totals:

Percent Change from 2009 to 2010: 26% -4% 30% -27%

442,707

12%

Percent of 2010 Harvest: 55.32% 39.62% 4.36% 0.70% 100.00%

19,29277,036 98,385

17.40% 22.22%

-11% 3%

194,756 182,009 14,877 4,271 395,91386,773 95,236



2010 Precommercial Activities and Professional Assistance

 Number 
of  

Reported 
HarvestsOwnership SizeOwnershipType Site Prep Release TSI

 Tree 
Planting

Acres
Herbicide Use

Precommercial Activities
by Landowner Size and Type

Total
Acres

Number of 
Harvests

Licensed Forester 
Involvement

by Landowner Size and Type

01 to 100 acresForest Industry Woodlands 0 0 0 0 00

2101 to 1,000 acres 0 0 0 0 00

261,001 to 100,000 acres 0 0 0 23 1,6550

123100,000 + acres 0 5,952 3,598 140 40,9261,706

0 5,952 3,598 1,706 42,581163151Subtotal

01 to 100 acresInvestor Timberlands 0 0 0 0 00

0101 to 1,000 acres 0 0 0 0 00

71,001 to 100,000 acres 0 0 0 6 1,7920

226100,000 + acres 0 1,355 2,270 213 85,818314

0 1,355 2,270 314 87,610219233Subtotal

2,3271 to 100 acresNon-Industrial Land 0 35 90 589 13,51035

2,072101 to 1,000 acres 0 139 212 641 29,06612

4661,001 to 100,000 acres 0 0 0 263 36,4640

262100,000 + acres 217 462 0 232 80,1350

217 636 302 47 159,1751,7255,127Subtotal

111 to 100 acresOther Woodlands (Govt, etc.) 0 0 0 5 760

46101 to 1,000 acres 5 20 5 29 1,3170

221,001 to 100,000 acres 0 0 0 17 1,8140

60100,000 + acres 0 0 0 57 11,5960

5 20 5 0 14,803108139Subtotal

2010 Totals:
2009 Totals:
Change from 2009 to 2010:

222 6,1757,963 2,067

909% 51%-27% -28%

304,1692,2155,650

13% 13%16%
4,864 1,966 270,01522 4,080 2,85210,892



Definitions:
Ownership Type

Types of Harvests

Non-Industrial Land:

Forest Industry Land:

Other woodlands:

Woodlands owned by a forest products industry; usually most of the wood harvested is used by that industry.

Woodlands privately owned but NOT by a forest industry.  These include private individuals and other non-forest product industries.

Woodlands owned by other entities not listed above -- including local, state, federal, or tribal governments.
Partial Harvest: Harvest where trees are removed individually or in small (<5 acre) patches.
Shelterwood: Harvest of mature trees from a forest site in two or more stages.  The first stage removes only a portion of the trees to allow 

establishment of regeneration before the remaining trees are removed in subsequent harvest.
Clearcut: Harvest on a site larger than 5 acres that results in a residual basal area of acceptable growing stock trees >4.5" DBH of less than 30 

square feet per acre, unless after harvesting the site has a well-distributed stand of acceptable growing stock 3 feet tall for softwood and 
5 feet for hardwoods (Overstory Removal).  Refer to the latest copy of the Maine Forest Service Rules Chapter 20 for additional 
information.  It can be found on the Maine Forest Service website at http://www.state.me.us/doc/mfs/rules_regs/index.htm

Change of Land Use: Harvest conducted to convert forestland to another land use such as house lots, farm pastures, etc.

H a rv e s tin g  T re n d s  in  M a in e   2 0 0 3 -2 0 1 0

0

1 0 0 ,0 0 0

2 0 0 ,0 0 0

3 0 0 ,0 0 0

4 0 0 ,0 0 0

5 0 0 ,0 0 0

6 0 0 ,0 0 0

A
cr

es
 o

f

 F
or

es
tla

nd

To ta l Ha rv e s t 5 1 1 ,0 7 0 5 1 1 ,0 4 6 5 3 1 ,8 8 3 5 2 1 ,5 5 4 5 0 5 ,8 7 8 4 6 2 ,8 9 2 3 9 5 ,9 1 3 4 4 2 ,7 0 7

Pa r tia l Ha rv e s t 2 6 1 ,3 2 8 3 0 1 ,4 7 9 2 8 2 ,4 3 3 2 6 2 ,5 8 3 2 5 1 ,2 3 3 2 3 6 ,1 3 2 1 9 4 ,7 5 6 2 4 4 ,8 8 8

To ta l S h e lte r w o o d 2 1 9 ,9 8 7 1 8 2 ,5 7 8 2 2 1 ,9 8 6 2 3 3 ,8 6 3 2 3 6 ,2 1 5 2 1 1 ,8 4 5 1 8 2 ,0 0 9 1 7 5 ,4 2 1

Cle a r c u t 2 4 ,0 2 1 1 8 ,7 9 7 2 1 ,2 5 4 1 8 ,7 0 4 1 1 ,0 6 5 1 0 ,0 6 9 1 4 ,8 7 7 1 9 ,2 9 2

L a n d  Us e  Ch a n g e 5 ,7 3 4 8 ,1 9 2 6 ,2 1 0 6 ,4 0 3 7 ,3 6 5 4 ,8 4 6 4 ,2 7 1 3 ,1 0 6

2 0 0 3 2 0 0 4 2 0 0 5 2 0 0 6 2 0 0 7 2 0 0 8 2 0 0 9 2 0 1 0

Investor Timberlands Woodlands owned by organizations, including Timberland Investment Management Organizations (TIMOs) and Real Estate Investment 
Trusts (REITs) that hold timberland assets as fiduciaries for the benefit of others.



2010 Annual Report on Clearcutting and Precommercial Activities
Compiled from the 2010 Landowner Reports and other survey instruments.  Data collected under the provisions of the Forest Resources Assessment Program, 12 MRSA § 8878-A

County TSI Planted # Acres
Acres

Clearcuts > 75 
acres in size

Precommercial 
Activities

All Other LandownersLarge Landowners (own >100,000 acres)

Clearcut

Purpose for Clearcut
(see explanation below)

Sub Total1 2 3 4 Sub Total TSI Planted

Acres

All 
Landowners

AcresAcres
Avg. Size Avg. Size

Clearcut

Androscoggin 0 0 00 50 0 0 0 0 515 00 5

Aroostook 2,935 1,741 00 3962,435 0 703 0 3,138 3,53412 029 12

Cumberland 0 0 00 150 0 0 0 0 155 00 8

Franklin 0 0 00 221,714 0 386 0 2,100 2,12220 024 8

Hancock 0 0 00 836 0 0 0 6 8921 06 14

Kennebec 0 0 00 913 0 0 0 13 2218 413 4

Knox 0 0 00 520 0 0 0 0 520 00 9

Lincoln 0 0 00 80 0 0 0 0 80 00 4

Oxford 429 0 1301 732,443 0 1,895 0 4,338 4,41110 116 7

Penobscot 289 191 00 148302 0 0 0 302 450178 1034 11

Piscataquis 1,933 88 00 190389 0 296 168 853 1,0433 2021 13

Sagadahoc 0 0 00 50 0 0 0 0 50 00 5

Somerset 282 0 00 2046,276 0 258 231 6,765 6,9695 718 10

Waldo 0 0 00 860 0 0 0 0 860 50 17

Washington 0 0 00 110195 0 0 22 217 32715 013 10

York 0 0 00 1540 0 0 0 0 1545 00 14

State Total: 5,868 2,020 1 130 1,560

Purposes for creating clearcut:

Removal of poor quality, intolerant, under stocked, short lived or mature overstories where the retention 
of the residual overstory trees is not justified for further increase in value, as a source of seed, or for 
protection of the new stand.

1.

Ecologically appropriate improvement or creation of wildlife habitat.2.
3.

4.

Removal of stands that, if partially harvested according to accepted silvicultural practice, are at high risk 
for windthrow due to factors such as soils, rooting depth, crown ratio or stem quality.

Harvesting of an existing plantation or other forest stand established by or previously treated with 
precommercial silvicultural activities.

13,773 0 3,538 421 17,732 19,2924730720 11

Frequency Distribution of Clearcutting 
for Large Landowners who own more than 100,000 acres

2010 Clearcut as 
percent of statewide 

ownership # of Landowners Clearcut Acres

0% - 0.001%
0.001%-0.25%
0.26%-0.75%
0.76%-1.00%

2
14
1
0

135
12,448
5,149

0
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Maine Forest Service District Foresters
Dennis Brennan Ken Canfield

Maine Forest Service - Main Office - Augusta 1-800-367-0223 (instate) or 207-287-2791
email: forestinfo@maine.gov

356 Shaker Road
Gray, ME     04039
Phone: (207) 441-3712
E-mail: ken.canfield@maine.gov

2281 Alfred Road
Lyman, ME     04002
Phone: (207) 592-1251
E-mail:dennis.brennan@maine.gov

Merle Ring
131 Bethel Road
West Paris, ME     04289
Phone: (207) 441-3276
E-mail: merle.ring@maine.gov

Patty Cormier
PO Box 416
Norridgewock, ME     04957
Phone: (207) 592-2238
E-mail: patty.cormier@maine.gov

Gordon Moore
P.O. Box 1107
Greenville, ME     04441
Phone: (207) 441-4139
E-mail: gordon.moore@maine.gov

Steve MacDonald
P.O. Box 130
Jonesboro, ME     04468
Phone: (207) 441-4924
E-mail: stephen.macdonald@maine.gov

Jim Ecker
P.O. Box 415
Old Town, ME     04468
Phone: (207) 441-4308
E-mail: jim.ecker@maine.gov

Dan Jacobs
2 Forestry Road
Island Falls, ME     04747
Phone: (207) 441-4128
E-mail: dan.jacobs@maine.gov

Dave Rochester
45 Radar Road
Ashland, ME     04732
Phone: (207) 441-3817
E-mail: dave.rochester@maine.gov

Morten Moesswilde
536 Waldoboro Road
Jefferson, ME     04348
Phone: (207) 441-2895
E-mail: morten.moesswilde@maine.gov
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