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Appendix A 

Legal Basis for Libraries 

The legal basis for library services in Maine is set forth in Title 27, Maine Revised 
Statutes Annotated.  Copies of the applicable sections are available from the 
Maine State Library, 64 State House Station 64, Augusta, Maine 04333-0064 or at 
http://legislature.maine.gov/statutes/ 

Other general statutes may govern access to information, confidentiality of 
library users and other legal matters concerning library operations. 

The statutes under which libraries in the State of Maine exist are: 

M.R.S.A. Title 27: LIBRARIES, HISTORY, CULTURE AND ART 

Title 27, Chapter 1: STATE LIBRARY  

Subchapter 1: STATE LIBRARIAN 

27 §1. Salary; duties 

27 §2. Contents; exchange 

27 §3. Books lent 

27 §4. Responsibility for books borrowed 

27 §4-A. Revolving Fund 

27 §4-B. Carrying account 

27 §6. Reports from counties, cities and towns 

27 §7. Private support organization 

27 §8. Maine Public Library Fund 

Subchapter 2: OPERATION AND SERVICES 

27 §31. Library hours 

27 §32. Historical research 

27 §34. Library development 

27 §36. Advice to local libraries; gifts; schools of 
library instruction 

27 §38. Compliance with federal law 

27 §39. Statewide Library Information System 

27 §40. Accessible electronic information services 

Title 27, Chapter 3: PUBLIC LIBRARIES 

http://legislature.maine.gov/statutes/
http://legislature.maine.gov/statutes/27/title27sec1.html
http://legislature.maine.gov/statutes/27/title27sec2.html
http://legislature.maine.gov/statutes/27/title27sec3.html
http://legislature.maine.gov/statutes/27/title27sec4.html
http://legislature.maine.gov/statutes/27/title27sec4-A.html
http://legislature.maine.gov/statutes/27/title27sec4-B.html
http://legislature.maine.gov/statutes/27/title27sec6.html
http://legislature.maine.gov/statutes/27/title27sec7.html
http://legislature.maine.gov/statutes/27/title27sec8.html
http://legislature.maine.gov/statutes/27/title27sec31.html
http://legislature.maine.gov/statutes/27/title27sec32.html
http://legislature.maine.gov/statutes/27/title27sec34.html
http://legislature.maine.gov/statutes/27/title27sec36.html
http://legislature.maine.gov/statutes/27/title27sec36.html
http://legislature.maine.gov/statutes/27/title27sec38.html
http://legislature.maine.gov/statutes/27/title27sec39.html
http://legislature.maine.gov/statutes/27/title27sec40.html
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27 §101. Free public libraries established in towns 

27 §102. Free public libraries established in village 
corporations 

27 §103. Free use of library in adjoining towns 
authorized 

27 §104. Towns uniting for libraries 

27 §106. Libraries controlled by associations 
assisted by towns 

27 §109. Gifts and devises to towns 

Title 27, Chapter 4: REGIONAL LIBRARY SYSTEMS 

27 §110. Definitions 

27 §111. Regional library development 

27 §112. -- functions 

27 §113. Library districts 

27 §114. District council 

27 §115. Area reference and resource centers 

27 §116. Research centers 

27 §117. District consultants 

27 §118. School libraries and media center 

27 §119. Distribution of appropriations 

Title 27, Chapter  4-A: LIBRARY RECORDS 

27 §121. Confidentiality of library records 

M.R.S.A Title 17-A: MAINE CRIMINAL CODE 

Title 17-A, Chapter 15: THEFT  

§360. Unauthorized use of property  

http://legislature.maine.gov/statutes/27/title27sec101.html
http://legislature.maine.gov/statutes/27/title27sec102.html
http://legislature.maine.gov/statutes/27/title27sec102.html
http://legislature.maine.gov/statutes/27/title27sec103.html
http://legislature.maine.gov/statutes/27/title27sec103.html
http://legislature.maine.gov/statutes/27/title27sec104.html
http://legislature.maine.gov/statutes/27/title27sec106.html
http://legislature.maine.gov/statutes/27/title27sec106.html
http://legislature.maine.gov/statutes/27/title27sec109.html
http://legislature.maine.gov/statutes/27/title27sec110.html
http://legislature.maine.gov/statutes/27/title27sec111.html
http://legislature.maine.gov/statutes/27/title27sec112.html
http://legislature.maine.gov/statutes/27/title27sec113.html
http://legislature.maine.gov/statutes/27/title27sec114.html
http://legislature.maine.gov/statutes/27/title27sec115.html
http://legislature.maine.gov/statutes/27/title27sec116.html
http://legislature.maine.gov/statutes/27/title27sec117.html
http://legislature.maine.gov/statutes/27/title27sec118.html
http://legislature.maine.gov/statutes/27/title27sec119.html
http://legislature.maine.gov/statutes/27/title27sec121.html
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/statutes/gsearch.htm
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