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Transcription: 

Head Quarters
Fort Corcoran
2nd Regt Maine Volunteers
Oct 3rd, 1861

Dear Sir

Yours of the [?] inst
is at hand.  In relation to wagoners, I have
had a great deal of trouble.  The men that have
been paid off & returned home legitimately belong
to this regiment, and have no right to enlist in
any other.  They were enlisted the same as all
others for instance, the enlistment rolls read thus
when entered, where entered, occupation, under 
the head of occupation these men were dubbed
as teamsters, the same as other men are dubbed 
as farmers, laborers, painters, merchants, etc.  Gen'l
Porter in looking over the enlistment rolls ordered
all the teamsters back to the regiment  this h[?]
about the time of the Bull Run engagement been 
transferred to the general government.  I can do 
nothing with them as they were honestly
enlisted as teamsters and refuse to bear arms.  They
have been paid extra by the government.  I now have
about thirty cases of this kind.  I shall transfer
them back if possible to the general government
as they truly believe that they entered as teamsters and 
nothing else besides they never will make [?]
The way to avoid the difficulty hereafter is to enlist
them as wagoners or teamsters to serve as much in
the army and this on the rolls would be particularly
[?].  The way the teams are [disposed?] of here
upon the arrival of regiments is as follows.  The general government [?] all the teams, and then

they are attached to brigades, and are under the entire
control of the brigadier quarter master, subject only
to the order of the Brig. Gen'l commanding.  I have now 
but four teams and 2 ambulances assigned to my
regiment.  If you will examine one of our common
enlistment rolls you will see what should be 
[?] in regard to wagoners.  I hope if you 
can conveniently do so, that you will take [?]
measures to immediately fill up my regiment to
the Army [?]  I want four hundred men at least
what men I have got are excellent, and as Davy Crockett
or somebody else remarked, can lick their weight in 
wildcats so with a liberal [addition?] the Maine 2nd
will be in condition to do battle against the rebels once
more Lieut. Dean is doing something at Bangor
in the way of recruiting but owing to the rush
for new regiments his chance for success is
rather limited.  I shall detail another Lieut.
tomorrow.  Gen'l McLellan is advancing slowly
but surely and will not I imagine be caught in
any Bull Run [?] all the regiments about here
have left and gone forward.  I now have command
of Fort Corcoran, Fort De Kalb, Fort Woodbury, Cass, 
Bennet, Haggerty, [?ending] the "ferry guards"
acqueduct bridge etc etc, so you see we are kept       
pretty busy, but work of more [?] is necessary
to keep rust from a regiment.  Gen'l Howard was
asking me the other day as to the military capacity of
my adjutant  E. Reynolds.  I replied that I 
considered him as well posted as any man that
has of late left Maine, and altho "I am not
particular about his leaving this regiment, nevertheless
I think if he rec'd the appointment of Major in the
8th Maine, he would [?] aspire into it, rather
more military knowledge than they can now boast of.
Hoping you will from time to time do all in
your power for my regiment.  I remain in great haste

Yours very respectfully,
Chas. W. Roberts
Col. 2nd Maine

To Hon. Israel Washburn Jr.
Augusta
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