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The program was reoriented, a 306 proposal prepared, and finally reviewed

in a series of six public hearings along the coast in November, 1977, As a result of
public comment received during these hearings, a revised 306 proposal was submitted
to the Governor in March, 1978, formaliy approved by him, and is currently under-
going environmental impact assessment at the federal level,

If the program and application for funds are approved federally, the State of Maine
expects to receive up fo 1,5 million dollars on an annual basis,

1. CITIZEN INVOLVEMENT IN DEVELOPING MAINE'S DRAFT "306" PROGRAM

In charting a direction for the 306 Program, the CCDC and the State Planning Office
have sought considerable citizen and agency input. Through advisory groups, surveys
of town needs, questionnaires submitted to the general public, numerous local meetings,
public hearings, articles in the local press, written responses from the public, and a
public information service provided by the State Planning Office, the public has made
its views known,

The consensus of opinion of those coastal residents contacted is that:

***% Maine's existing laws should be used to meet Federal
Coastal Zone Management Act requirements;

*** The majority of federal funds should be allocated for
local projects that encourage improved resource
planning and management;

*** |ssues of more than local concern, such as port develop-
ment, heavy industry, and commercial fishing, should
be addressed from a broad perspective,

Maine's Coastal Program proposal, therefore, focuses on the above three points,
The table below summarizes the main stages in the development of the program,
Sections three through six on the following pages describe the program in more
detail,






i, AN OVERVIEW OF MAINE'S COASTAL PROGRAM - HOW THE VARIOUS
PARTS FIT TOGETHER

To deal adequately with the complexities of improving resource management on the
coast, Maine's Coastal Program must necessarily consist of several parts, This section
attempts to outline what the parts are and how they fit together to form an integrated
whole,

The goal, as defined below, describes in general terms what fhe.program is to accomp-

lish.

"The goal of Maine's Coastal Program is to achieve a balance between
conservation and development in the coastal area that will satisfy short-
and long-term social, economic, and environmental needs and aspirations
of the people of the State of Maine, "

The goal sets the direction, The program proposal consists of three major elements:
policies, the core laws, and funding,

First, the policies (described in Section IV) guide the program. They are two types:
one set is drawn from existing laws and demonstrates how Maine meets the federal re-
quirements through policy already adlopted by the legislature; the second set relates
to the funding and administration of Maine's Coastal Program,

Second, the core laws (listed in Section V) are eleven existing laws which enable
-Maine to meet the federal requirements for controlling certain activities and protect-
ing environmentally sensitive areas, Unlike other states, Maine's situation is unique
in that the state, responding to the same pressures that caused the passage of the
Coastal Zone Management Act of 1972, passed its own legislation before Congress
acted,

The funding component (see Section V1) is the point of strength for the program, The
funds translate the goals and policies into action by supporting a wide variety of pro-
jects at all levels of govemment, with a special emphasis on local resource planning
and management projects, This focus is based on what a majority of coastal residents
have said they want,

The action projects include: improving state and local administration of existing laws,
economic development planning, conservation planning, and developing recommenda-
tions for refinements in state policy., While the other elements of the program provide
guidance and show how federal requirements are met, the activities have an impact on
the environment and people of Maine,

A common thread for all parts of the program is citizen participation, Citizen involve-
ment has played a key role in determining the direction of the program over the last two
and a half years, During that time, the public has indicuted continued support and ap-
proval of the program's goal and major elements - the policies, laws, and funding.

The program elements are more fully discussed in the next three sections.
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EXAMPLE: HOW THE FORMULA GRANT WORKS

Assume 100 towns apply for formula grants and $800,000 (or 80% of the total amount
available) is to be divided among them:

$500,000 + o $100,000 + p $100,000 + s $100,000 = Total grant to a
A P S particular town
where: N = total number of coastal towns applying for funds

= area of particular town

= total area of all coastal towns applying

population of particular town

= total population of all coastal towns applying

= length of shoreline of particular town

= total length of shoreline of all coastal towns applying
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For examr:le, if 100 towns apply, a typical small town covering 50 square miles with
g7p%%%|ohon of 1,500 persons, with a shoreline of 30 miles would qualify for about
' .

SUPPLEMENTAL GRANTS will be available to coastal towns, in addition to those
available under the Formula procedure, for projects involving two or more towns

acting together for common ends and for high priority projects to be undertaken by

one town. Single town projects will require a 20% match; multi-town projects will
not. The purpose of these grants is to encourage fowns to work together and to fund
individual coastal towns that, in the judgment of the Committee on Coastal Develop-
ment and Conservation, propose projects for which there is a special need, beyond that
which can be met by a Formula Grant.

SPECIAL PROJECT funds will be awarded at the discretion of the State Planning Of-
fice with the advice of the Committee on Coastal Development and Conservation.

Those eligible for funding include: counties, Regional Planning Commissions, Develop-
ment Districts, Resource Conservation and Development Projects, and State agencies.
Priority will be given to projects that: serve as models for other areas; promote sus-
tained yield management; lead to the more effective application of existing land use
laws. A 20% match will be required, These funds will also be used by the CCDC

for the preparation of issue papers to provide additional information for the refinements
of coastal policy issues.

Funds will also be used for the preparation of issue papers to provide background infor-
mation for the refinement of coastal policy issues, Specific policy recommendations
will be presented to the Governor for his guidance to state agencies or to the legislature
if legislation is required, This process has already been initiated for the following six
policy issues: port development, tourism, heavy industry, fisheries, public access,
recreation, and the cumulative effect of development decisions,
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