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Editorial
By Lee E. Perry, Commissioner
Maine Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife

For Fun, Just Add Water
The line went taut, the fish made its run, excitement grew at both ends of the line, the
match of wits, strength, will power and endurance finally ending with the landing of a trophy
fish by a happy angler. A quality fishing experience and another lifetime memory created.
Have you got the picture? Adult person, big fish, ultra light tackle, exotic place? It's not
the picture I had in mind. I was thinking young person, sunfish and perch, fifteen dollar outfit
and the pond just down the road.
I was recalling sitting in a canoe with my oldest granddaughter who was about five years
old at the time - drifting on calm water at sunset on a late summer evening - she was fishing
with worm and bobber, anxiously waiting for something to happen while an osprey fished
from above - after a short while she had her first strike and landed a four inch bass which was
quickly released - again I ducked and she cast, followed immediately by another strike, another fish retrieved and released - and again and again 'til we both lost count of the fish she had
caught. Not one legal fish was caught all evening (and not a fish was hurt because the hook
was too big for any of the fish she
caught to swallow) but it was a great fishing trip.
Fishing does not require complex equipment or travel to exotic
places to be enjoyable, rewarding and memorable. Inexpensive, simple
basic items such as a stick for a pole, fishing line, a hook and garden
worms are really all the tackle that's required. Kids don't require a
fishing license until age 16 (age 12 for nonresidents). Adults must be
licensed but can purchase a license for as little as $9.00 (covers a 24
hour period) from one of a thousand agents or over the Internet at
www.mefishwildlife.com. Then just add water. Several waters are governed by special regulations that give youngsters exclusive or special
access to the fishery. Most lakes and ponds containing warm water and
stocked fish are open to everyone for fishing spring, summer, fall and
winter.
If you've never tried fishing or need further information, we
can help. Over the past four years, our youth activities coordinator
assisted by dozens of game wardens, educators and volunteers have
exposed 40,000 children to fishing through the Hooked on fishing - not
on drugs program. In many areas this program provides not only fishing instruction but loans fishing tackle as well. Need help getting
hooked on fishing? Call 207-287-8069.
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By Cathy Genthner
Taking your family fishing can give
all members a much-needed break from
the demands of hectic lives. It can also
be the beginning of a family tradition that
can be passed on from generation to generation.
Far too many of us have lives filled
with long hours at work, meetings at
night, household chores and weekend
projects. Our kids' lives are also just as
busy with the demands of school, sports
and other extra-curricular activities. To
complicate things even further is the
ever-encroaching presence of technology
in our lives as the television and the computer monopolize just about any free
moment we might have. A great way to
escape the frantic pace and to enjoy the
Maine outdoors is to take the whole family fishing.
"I like going fishing with my husband, son and daughter because it is
peaceful, family time, 11 said Denise
Perkins of Gorham, who spends a lot of
time at the family camp on Thompson
Lake in Oxford. "It is time spent away
from the computer, the television and the
phones. It is great to be outside in the
fresh air, out in the 'real world.'"
Denise's five-year old son Riley has
been going on family fishing trips since
he was an infant. As a safety precaution,
Denise bent down the barb on the hook
with pliers, so that the hook would come
out more easily in case Riley snagged
himself. Another safe way to help kids
learn how to fish is to let them cast with
a sinker only at the end of the line, until
they become good at casting. However,
becoming "good" didn't take Riley very
MAINE Fish and Wildlife

"Catching fish is fun and and I am really a good caster," says 5-year-old
Riley Perkins
long. At the age of three, he was fishing
for "real" and was casting on his own,
although a bit short of the mark.
"Catching fish is fun and I am a really good caster, 11 said Riley.
Riley's words are supported by his .abilities. By the age of four, he was casting
well. "It is amazing how far this kid can
cast, 11 observed Denise. "It must be
something in his genes because his uncle
is a truly obsessed fisherman - the kind
who will get up at two in the morning to
fish for smelts just to make sure he has
live bait for the next day."

It seems this "obsession'1 is truly
genetic in the Perkins family. On a
recent family vacation, Riley went
through eight dozen worms in less than
six days. In addition to catching bottomless buckets of sunfish, Riley has also
brought in a few nice bass. His younger
sister Alexa is only 15 months, but she
always goes along on the fishing trips
with whole family. It's only a matter of
time before the "fishing gene" will surface in Alexa.
Having "fishing" in your genes is
also evident in the Morrison family.
Summer 2001
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Riley Perkins plays the first bass he caught on his own, from cast to release.

should be targeting warm waters where
perch, pickerel, bass, crappies and sunfish are abundant. Usually, those types
of fish are relatively easy to catch."
Boland suggests using a bobber and
live shiner for practically any of the
warm water species. Worms also lure
plenty of fish and the process of "digging them up" can be just as fun for the
kids as fishing itself.
"A lot of times we go to places
where you can't find game fish, but the
girls can catch sunfish all day long,"
said Andrea Trefts of Maxfield, whose
daughters, Elisa, age seven, and Clara,
age four, just love to fish. "I remember
when I was pregnant with my first child
and my husband was praying for a boy
so that he would have a fishing buddy. I
told hirr., 'Even if the baby is a girl she
will love to fish because it will be
something that she was raised on'."
Andrea could not have been more right.

Game warden Mike Morrison is the son of
retired game warden Gray Morrison.
When Morrison is out patrolling his district that includes parts of Penobscot and
Piscataquis counties and sees families
fishing, he remembers the times he and his
dad went fishing together in the Kingfield
area.
Patience is the Key
"It was just a great time together, fishing in Tufts, Grindstone and Pierce Ponds
where my dad patrolled as a game warden," said Warden Morrison. 'The biggest
piece of advice is for parents to be patient
with their kids when they are fishing, like
my dad did with me. So what if they get
the line snarled up. Take some extra fishing equipment just in case something like
that happens. As far as what to buy, don't
spend a lot of money but make sure that it
is equipment capable of catching fish."
Another piece of advice, according to
Morrison, is to take kids fishing where
they will catch fish. "If you take a. kid on a
lake trolling for hours, they are going to
get very bored and think fishing is boring.
They need activity, even if it only involves
walking into a brook."
Fisheries Biologist John Boland
echoed that advice; "Kids need action so
they don't loose interest. They don't want
to stand around half the day. People
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Elisa and Clara Trefts at ages 5 and 3 with their aunt Roberta Trefts catching a hefty smallmouth bass.
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Both girls, will "do anything "to go fishing. They both have their
own poles and tackle boxes and can reel in (depending on the size)
their own fish. Elisa has been putting her own worms on since the
age of five. According to Andrea, they catch all the fish too, which
she attributes to "Women's Luck."
"I like catching bass, yeah, I caught a big bass, a great big bass,"
bragged Elisa, who is already learning how to tell fishing stories. "I
also like to catch sunfish, trout and suckers. In the wintertime, I

catch pickerel."
It is a joyful experience for the kids to catch fish; parents get an
even bigger thrill seeing their children take part in what is truly a
Maine outdoor heritage.
"I like to watch them catch the fish and see the smiles on their
faces," said Andrea, who spent 15 years on the West Branch of the
Penobscot River as a white water guide.

Forest Plaisted at age 6, fishing the Piscataquis
River in Medford.

Clara and Elisa Trefts don't mind the cold when they are
bundled warmly and catching lots of pickerel.
MAINE Fish and Wildlife

Family Fishing on Ice
When the walls start closing in around mid-winter, ice
fishing can be a great activity to cure a family of cabin
fever. However, everyone needs to be dressed warmly
enough to fully enjoy the experience of fishing on solid
water.
"The biggest thing that turns people away from ice
fishing, including young children and wives, is cold feet,"
said Warden Morrison. "There is nothing worse than standing on a frozen body of water and your feet are freezing."
Morrison also recommends that families plan another
activity"or two to keep kids busy while they are waiting for
a tug on the line that leads to their flags. Shoveling off the
ice so kids can skate will help pass the time, as does snowmobiling around the lake or pond. Also, bringing a
Coleman stove to cook lunch or to make hot chocolate are
good ideas too.
Braving the elements can result in memories that last a
lifetime. While five-year old Riley Perkins was ice fishing
Summer 2001
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this past winter with his uncle at Torsey
Pond in Readfield, they caught a pickerel
and threw it on the ice. A few minutes
later, an eagle swooped down, grabbed the
fish in its talons and flew off.
"Riley was thrilled to see an eagle
that close," said Denise. "Although ice
fishing is much slower than fishing in
open water, he still had fun waiting for the
flag. When he did get a fish, he was very
excited and didn't want to leave."
Keeping Everyone Safe
Before you and your family pick up
your gear and walk, snowmobile, or boat
to the spot you plan to fish, it is a good
idea to let someone know where you are
going and when you are planning to
return. Bring along a knapsack with
waterproof matches, first aid kit, food,
water, and space blanket in case something happens that extends your stay.
"Don't walk so far into a place that
you or someone in your party is going to
get exhausted on the way out," said
Warden Morrison. "Just use common
sense."
If you plan to fish from a boat, every
child age ten and under must wear a lifejacket and every person, over the age of
ten must have a lifejacket that is readily
accessible. Boats 16 feet or over also
need to have a throwable life-saving
device in addition to lifejackets.
"Even if a youngster is older than 10,
we encourage them - and everyone else in
the boat, to wear their lifejacket," said Lt.
Nat Berry of the Maine Warden Service in
Gray. Berry also advise people to
research the body of water (its size and
temperature) and wind conditions on the
day planned for fishing. Examine maps to
determine where there may be rapids or a
dam before putting in a watercraft. Check
the local weather forecast before heading
out. While a rainstorm can make fishing
from shore uncomfortable, a storm on the
open water can place families in a potentially dangerous ituation.
"Keep an eye on the weather. In the
summer, thunderstorms come up quickly,
with lightning, heavy rains, wind and
rough water," said Berry. "In the late
spring and early fall, the water is cold and
there i the chance of hypothermia if you
tip over. If you are out in a canoe, you
have to know the canoeing ability of your

8

MAINE Fish and Wildlife

Raincoats were in order on the day that Clara and Elisa Trefts caught this
smallmouth bass.
passengers before you get in the boat"
No matter where you fi h, make sure
there is enough adult upervi ion, it i ·
important to give kids and people who
haven't fished before, instruction o that
they will develop confidence and kill in
their casting and fish handling.
Keeping Family Traditions Alive.
"We (warden ) don't ee young people out fishing and hunting as much as we
used to because there are so many other
things for them to do that don't entail the
outdoors," aid Warden Morrison.
To help turn that trend around, each
regional Warden Division office has rods
and tackle boxes available for loan for an
entire day. The rod needs to be returned,

but you can keep the tackle box. For the
location of a regional office near you,
plea e call 287-8000. The Department
also hold several Youth Field Days and
Hooked On Fishing event that can introduce a child to f bing. For a Ii t of the e
events call 287-8069, or visit our web ite
www.mefishwildlife.com
A day of fi bing with the family can
create lasting memories that we can call
upon when we grow older and our children grow up. In today's hectic lifestyle, it
i · getting tougher and tougher to find the
time to pend away from it all. Instilling
the love of fishing in other is the best
way to ensure that fi bing will be a Maine
tradition for generations to come.
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Grand Lake Stream Hatchery
By Tom Seymour
West Grand Lake is one of the original homes of the landlocked salmon. The
state-operated hatchery, located just
below the lake on Grand Lake Stream, is
unique in producing wild landlocked
salmon as the world's largest source of
landlocked salmon raised from wild
stock.
Salmon culture began here in 1868
and has continued, unabated, ever since.
The first fertilized salmon eggs were
placed in an open spring and were
released as fry. These young salmon supplied not only most of Maine's needs,
but, according to the Reports of
Commissioners of Fisheries, 1876, were
shipped to Massachusett , Rhode Island,
Connecticut, Illinois and Wisconsin.
Since then, landlocked salmon raised at
the Grand Lake Stream Hatchery have
been introduced to waters worldwide.

Currently, Vermont, Massachusetts and
New York use fish from the Grand Lake
Stream Hatchery to maintain their brood
stock.
In the 1870s, Charles Atkins,
Commissioner of Fisheries (the forerunner of today's Maine Department of
Inland Fisheries & Wildlife), did a
statewide survey of the state's landlocked
salmon stocks. Atkins was also a noted
aquaculturist and it was under his guidance that the first hatchery was erected
near the present site. Back then; fish from
West Grand Lake were called "Schoodic
salmon," because the St. Croix River,
which eventually receives the water from
the lake, was called the Schoodic River.
Until the 1950s salmon were raised
in earthen impoundments with gravel
runways. Remnants of these impoundments can be seen today. The concrete
runways now get their water from the
same source as the old hatchery. A 24inch pipe, with the intake far out in West

A
National
Treasure
Grand Lake, draws water from the lake
bottom and via gravity, feeds the hatchery. The water is returned to the stream at
the end of the hatchery, by a culvert feeding the famous "Hatchery Pool." Fishing
is permitted on all ections of the stream,
including next to the hatchery. Because
of the continuous inflow of oxygenated
water, the Hatchery Pool holds salmon
even in summer for those willing to rise
early and try their luck.

The Grand Lake Stream Hatchery as seen from the air.
MAIN Fish and Wildlife
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Dave Marsanskis by the rearing trays. Fertilized eggs grow to free-swimming
salmon fry in these trays. Tom Seymour photo

Grand Lake Stream is approximately
3.5 miles long. Of this, the Grand Lake
Stream Conservation Area comprises nearly 3 miles. The east side of the stream is
state-owned and the west side falls under
a 500-foot conservation easement to the
state. The conservation area was acquired
in 1995 from Georgia Pacific, with the
united cooperation of the Department, acting through the Land For Maine's Future
Board, various conservation agencies and
the people of Grand Lake Stream.
A picnic table in a well-kept grassy
area next to Little Falls beckons visitors to
sit and take in the scenery. Looking out
into the crystal-clear water of the pool, it
is easy to imagine that it is rather shallow.
Just the opposite is true, though. The
extreme clarity of the water is deceiving.
Parking is in a small, gravel area. Two
acres across the street are planned as
future parking area.
Some now-hallowed pools that will
forever remain open to the public include
the Dam Pool, The Hatchery Pool, Little
Falls and The Meadows. These are near
and dear to people from all over the
nation, as well as visitors from other countries. Walking along this famed stream,
fished by so many legendary anglers (Ted
Williams and Jimmy Doolittle, to name
two), is a humbling experience.
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The day of my visit to Grand Lake
Stream was bright and sunny. It was easy
to peer down into the various pools and
see as many as five salmon at once,
finning in the current at the edge of the
main channels. If anything in this world
were ever designed to buoy the spirits and
increase the pulse rate of an inveterate
salmon fisherman, this is it.
Salmon run good-sized here. Besides
the 17- to 21-inch fish so often caught, it
is possible to tie into a veritable monster.

That's because the hatchery regularly
releases some of its brood stock for the
enjoyment of sportsmen. These fish are
maintained in a separate runway to supply eggs and milt for emergency use.
They are often never used and wind up
in the stream. By then, they are nearly
seven years old and can weigh up to 10
pounds.
Today's fish culture methods are a
far cry from the days of open springs.
When entering the rearing room of the
modern, state-of-the-art hatchery, a visitor must first step into a shallow basin
of liquid disinfectant. This ensures that
no disease will be inadvertently transmitted to the young salmon. When fish
are contained within a small area, as in
a hatchery runway, they are more susceptible to disease than are fish in the
wild. That's why all nets, boots, trucks
and pumps used in moving and caring
for salmon are similarly disinfected
after each use. And each year, a veterinarian monitors the health of the fish, as
well as hatchery conditions. Squeakyclean housekeeping is the key here.
The runways, or long, concrete
troughs where the salmon are kept, are
housed in long, narrow buildings. The
buildings protect the fish from the sun's
harmful ultraviolet rays, as well as from
marauding birds and other creatures.
The hatchery cycle begins each
fall, when up to 1,000 wild fish are
trapnetted from the lake. From these
captives, approximately 250-paired

People come from all over the world to fish the Dam Pool at Grand Lake
Stream. Tom Seymour photo
Summer 2001

matings are consummated. Fish from different year-classes are used in the matings.
This produces the optimum genetic mix;
something called "genetic variability."
Additionally, mating variable aged fish
prevents any possible brother/sister mix.
Some eggs are taken from each mating, to
produce the next year's crop of salmon.
Using eggs from a broad spectrum of the
wild population gives the fish a diverse
gene pool, something that helps the fish to
adapt to their new environment when they
are eventually released into the wild.
According to Deputy Commissioner
Fred Hurley, the methods used at the
Grand Lake Stream Hatchery effectively
simulate the natural process. The results
of the paired matings are closely monitored. "We know where they all go,"
Hurley said.
After the matings take place, the fertilized eggs are stored in tanks in the rearing
room. Here, the eggs are safely held in
slotted plastic tubes, or racks, designed to
simulate natural stream gravel. Dave
Marsanskis, the resident Fish Culture
Supervisor, along with two other fish culturists, monitors the development of the
embryos.
Under the eerie glow of pinkish fluorescent lights, the eggs swell and develop
eyes. At this early stage, the embryonic
fish are called "sac fry." Stage two is
reached when the fry become free-swimming and are able to feed. After this, the
fry are transferred to a runway, where filtered lake water, treated by special lights,
continually flows. Emergency generators
are kept nearby in case of a power failure.

If that happens, hatchery personnel are
ready at a moment's notice to remedy the
situation; the worker live in two houses
on the grounds.
Hatchery personnel are able to walk
the length of the seemingly endless string
of runways, on a narrow, concrete ledge
that separates the twin flow . When it is
time for the fish to be sent to their final
destination, they are netted and placed in
hatchery trucks. Of the 75,000 salmon
reared annually at the Grand Lake Stream
Hatchery, 50,000 are stocked in
Washington and Hancock Counties. Fully
two-thirds of the state is stocked with landlocked salmon from this hatchery. The
balance of Maine receives fish from the
Ca co Hatchery, at Sebago Lake.
MAINE Fish and Wildlife

Fish Culture Supervisor Dave Marsanskis inside a covered hatchery runway. Tom Seymour photo
Salmon constitute what is known as a
"biological stocking," that is, they are
stocked in order to maintain the population. They cannot be stockpiled. This is
the direct opposite of put-and-take stocking. Regional biologists, therefore, must
put in their orders one-and-one-half years
in advance. In turn, the hatchery managers
must compute how many eggs will be
needed in order to fill the orders.
Sometimes, small numbers of fry are
left over, but this is not normally the case.
Excess fry are given to schools, where the
students raise and eventually release them,
as science projects.
As can be imagined, the cost of maintaining the Grand Lake Stream Hatchery is
considerable. That's why, under the
"Adopt-A-Hatchery" program, the GeorgiaPaci:ficCompany has "adopted" the hatchery. What this means, is that skilled workers, machinists and the like, from the near-

by Bailyville Mill, help maintain and
repair equipment. Because of the age
of some of the machinery here, it would
be impossible to find replacement parts.
Not to worry. When breakdowns occur,
Georgia Pacific is able to repair old
bearings or filters, or perhaps even to
manufacture a new part. This amounts
to savings of tens of thousands of dollars.
Although the Grand Lake Stream
Hatchery is open seven days a week,
year-round, from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., the
bulk of visitor traffic occurs between
April and October. Dave Marsanskis
says the hatchery is a popular place for
school groups. Everyone is welcome to
visit this fascinating, historic facility.
Although advance notice is not
absolutely necessary, Marsanskis asks
visitors to call ahead if possible. The
number is 207-797-5582.
Summer 2001
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I sit down behind a big hemlock tree, picking a spot
where I'm hidden by small bushes. Just 20 or so yards away,
vehicles pass on a hardtop road, but no onespots me. I'm
more than 200 yards from the glove I dropped to mark the
start of my trail. Game Warden Ron Dunham of Lincoln and
his German Shepherd dog Grace are somewhere on my
tracks, which I've made on grass, dirt, gravel and snow.
I'm kind of pulling for the dog, if you want to know the
truth. I love dogs, and just the chance to be around dogs and
handlers trained to this level has already been lots of fun.
Warden Service K-9s and their handlers meet regularly
for this type of practice and training, which today is taking
place at the National Guard Air Force Base in Bangor. In

addition to Dunham and Grace, Warden Specialist Deborah
Palman of Aurora with her dogs Anna and Alex, and
Washington County Sheriff's Department Deputy Kate Fleury
of Machias with Caine have been demonstrating skills such as
evidence detection, building searches, basic obedience and
tracking. All the dogs present today are German shepherds,
and there's been some good-natured joking about those "floppy-eared mutts" (retrievers) that are part of other game war-

Warden
K9s

Careful training
makes these
dogs game
wardens' best
friends
By Lisa Price

Warden Specialist Deborah Palman with K9 Anna who
has made an evidence find up a tree. Lisa Price photo
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den and K-9 teams.
I peek around the wide hemlock and
get my first glimpse of Dunham and
Grace, coming my way. It seems to me
that the dog is not on my tracks, but
Palman explains later that the dogs actually track a short distance downwind
from the actual trail. Soon Grace is peeking around the tree, gently snuffling
under my arm, where her treasured toy is
hidden. She barks, as she's supposed to
do on a find, and is rewarded with the
toy. She is elated and Ron praises her.
Tracking is just one certification that
the Maine Warden Service dogs - there
presently are eight warden/dog teams in
the state - can achieve. They can be certified in the detection of fish, cadaver scent
and evidence. Evidence can include a
wide variety of things, including guns,
ammunition casings and parts of game
animals. In many cases, the dogs are just
basically looking for an article that has
human cent on it. K-9 Team certifications are maintained by in-service training and periodic testing.

Here K9 Anna is lying down to indicate to Warden Deborah Palman that she
has made an evidence find. Lisa Price Photo

Warden Ron Dunham and K9 Grace have found Waldo County Deputy
Sheriff's Deputy Kate Fleury. Lisa Price photo
MAINE Fi h and Wildlife

Palman is Maine's Warden Service
K-9 co-coordinator and trainer. She
explained that certifications are judged by
officers from other law enforcement
agencies to help keep the judging impartial. The Maine Criminal Justice
Academy recognizes the certification
standard , created by the United States
Police Canine Association. It can take up
to a year for a warden and canine to get
to know each other and certify. For
example, Grace came to Dunham from a
German shepherd rescue organization in
Massachusetts, and had to adjust to her
new home and handler before her real
training could begin.
Training for each function takes six
months to a year. K9 teams are required
to be certified in obedience, evidence
detection and tracking certifications within three years. It' kind of a piece-meal
process, Palman aid, becau e typically
the warden handlers are given instructions for training the dogs and need to
work on their own before coming to
organized training session . Training the
dog has to be con tant and preferably a
little once a day, rather than one day a
month.
Last year, Warden Service K9 hanSummer 2001 13

dlers assisted on at least 152 cases and
performed more than 25 public demonstrations. Evidences searches and search
and rescue assistance were the most frequent requests, followed by criminal
tracking, cadaver searches, and fish
searches.

Some Law Enforcement Cases
Sergeant Roger Guay and his canine
Reba, a Labrador retriever, searched a
residence while executing a warrant.
Reba located a doe deer carcass buried in
the cellar of a partially demolished house
and later located the carcass of an illegally killed calf moose. The carcass was
buried under a brush pile that was covered by more than a foot of snow. The
locating of this carcass resulted in the
prosecution of three people.
Two suspects broke into a house
in Abbot and, during the burglary, shot
and killed one dog and seriously injured
another. When police officers attempted
to stop their vehicle, the suspects fled,
leading police on a mile and a half vehicle chase before being caught after a foot
chase. But, police found that the handgun
used to shoot the dog was missing, and
believed it had been thrown out of the
vehicle during the chase. Sergeant Guay
and his Labrador retrievers Reba and
Rader were requested to assist in the
search of the roadsides. Finally, Rader
located the gun in a roadside ditch. The
gun, found in a residential area, was still
loaded.
Specialist Michelle Belanger
and K9 Pistol helped clear a hunter
accused of shooting too close to a residence. Searching the scene, Pistol found
three shell casings that were outside the
legal limit of 100 yards.
Sergent Guay and Reba confirmed the location of two babies' bodies
buried in Baxter Park by a religious
group. Reba hit on the gravesite where
the babies were buried more than three
feet deep in coffins made of plywood. On
various dates in November and
December the previous year, Guay and
Reba and four other warden dog teams
had searched various parts of Baxter
State Park, assisting State Police looking
for possible burial sites. A homicide
investigation is ongoing. In late
November assisting in another case,
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Warden Dunham and K9 Grace are searching a truck for evidence. In this
case it is hidden fish. Lisa Price photo
Department buys equipment and covers
Guay and Reba also confirmed a
routine veterinary care for the dogs.
gravesite in Bradford that was ten years
"Like law enforcement in general, it
old. Warden Kevin Anderson and K-9
is
hard
to measure the success of K9
Bullet found evidence involved in the
teams.
Law
enforcement patrol has a genshooting of two horses in Pittsfield.
eral
deterrent
effect, as well as producing
Bullet found an unfired shotgun shell, as
hard
numbers,"
Palman summarized in
well as spent .30-06 caliber brass rifle
her
report
of
Warden
Dogs' work for the
casings. The suspects were located using
year
2000.
"Properly
used and presented
wardens and warden aircraft. The suspects, both juveniles, confessed, they also in demonstrations, the K9 teams generate
considerable positive public relations."
admitted to shooting at tractor-trailers
"Quality counts as well as quantity.
and other vehicle on Interstate 95.
One K-9 team may track and find six susMeasuri J;. "Succ
pects in a year, she continued. "Another
Handlers obtain and maintain their
may have found one child."
dogs at their own expense, although the
Summer 2001

c
0

:J

-0
t:

::I
0

..0

0)

~
0)

t:

..s::

V)

E

·-

.,
a
:c
.,

CL

ao

.~

(Y)

.sCL
CL

aL

L

w
L

+-

a

w

-e

..0
L

::I

'+-

L

w

t:

·a
~
+t:

0
.s:.

;

~

U)

a

+L

0
CL

~.§
V)

g

V)

t:

a
•!•
CL

w
w

-0
t:

a

t:

E

V)

+:

-0
0
L

'+-

c

ta

:E
c

a

·c:u.,

CL

a
>-

0

.Vi

0
CL

Drawings by Carol H. KutzCI 2001

t)

c

·-a

u

'+-

.

i

.,,= ....
=

~

g

U) (Y)

+-~:x:~

c.,,V>~
u c

8.

(It

C)
(..)

·-

~

E o ..

t

e

+u
u c

i5

:-:::::

u ·-0
·-u L
UL+-~
0 u U)

-e

!·~: ~
·- u. 0

e

..c

..

(It

+- ~
~o.,,c U)

..S!·~
Cao
MN

~

.">

~

\\)

~
~
~

!!

'+0

iii

ii:

~

.........
+-

::J

.s

VJ
-~
L

~0

_Q

VJ

::Jc

+- '+-

·-

0

~

u

:s

,,u
..&:.
0
0

Why They Threaten Maine's Fisheries
By Bob Humphrey
If it ain't broke, don't fix it. That old
saw applies to many things, including
fisheries management. However, Maine's
fisheries biologists are assigned the
sometimes daunting task of managing the
resource based not only on biological
principles, but also on user preferences.
Fortunately, the education, training and
experience of these professionals gives
them the skills and knowledge necessary
to make informed management decision.
Still, users sometimes question their
decisions, and this system of checks and
balances can have some positive results.
MAINE Fish and Wildlife

The real problems begin when naive or
disgruntled anglers begin taking matters
into their own hands.
Maine law expressly prohibits the
introduction of any fish into public
waters without a permit. Despite this,
sometimes well-meaning "bucket biologists" have been tinkering with Maine
fisheries for decades. At best, this has
lead to the establishment of species, like
the smallmouth bass, that many have not
only accepted, but embraced. At worst, it
has resulted in establishment of new
species that often outcompete and sometimes entirely displace native species.
One of the more popular species
with the bucket brigade is the white

perch. These close cousins of the striped
bass are native to coastal drainages only.
According to Ken Warner, Supervisor of
MDIF&W's Research and Management
Section, they were introduced to inland
waters, either by early Commissioners or
anglers, and now occur just about everywhere but Aroostook County. The major
problem with white perch is competition,
particularly with brook trout.
In Moosehead Lake for example,
where they were introduced around the
latel980s, white perch compete directly
with brook trout for food and space
because they occupy the same habitat
along the shore and shoals. They are
able to outcompete the trout for two reaSummer 2001
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sons. First, a single brook trout will lay
hundreds of eggs while a white perch will
lay hundreds of thousands. The already
limited food supply is then further taxed
by the proliferating perch. Second, perch
are less discriminating in their food habits.
While the brook trout are largely insectivorous (insect-eating), perch feed aggressively on both fish and insects. According
to Warner, brook trout fisheries have
declined substantially in virtually all
waters where white perch were introduced, and he warns the same may ultimately happen in Moosehead.
Crappies a Top Choice
In Region A, fisheries biologist
Francis Brautigam labeled the black crappie as the fish of choice lately among
bucket biologists. According to Warner,
Black crappie first came to the state about
1925. They were erroneously included
with a bass shipment to Sebsticook Lake.
In thel950s they were transported all
around by anglers. Recent illegal stockings have expanded the species' range
considerably, particularly in southern
Maine, and new waters are reported
almost annually. Brautigam says they typically show up in coldwater ponds. He
reasons that people are dissatisfied with
the existing fishery in terms of both size
an numbers of fish, and speculates that
they are typically people who live on
these waters and want something abundant
and prolific to catch in good numbers.

Smallmouths are popular and the basis of much of Maine's guiding business, but they are devastating when they get into waters which contain
trout and Salmon. Harry Vanderweide photo
It is likely that most of the outlaws
and scofflaws who illegally introduce fish
are well-meaning, but ignorant of the
potential impacts of their actions. They
fail to realize that even the introduction of
something so seemingly innocuous as
baitfish can have significant deleterious
effects. While smaller species present less
of a problem, larger ones like the creek
chub, fallfish and golden shiner represent
direct competition for native species like
the brook trout.
When the last glaciers retreated some
10,000 years ago, Maine's native fish pop-

Black crappie are a pan-sized fish which have been illegally introduced into
hundreds of lakes and ponds in the southern half of Maine. Harry Vanderweide photo
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ulations established themselves and
evolved in cold, nutrient-poor systems
with minimal competition. Top-end
predators, including salmon, brook trout
and whitefish succeeded without competing through an ecological process
known as niche partitioning. Salmon
were (and still are) adapted to feeding
primarily on smelt, while the brook
trout derived most of their nutrition
from benthic invertebrates - insects.
ln the food chain, as in economics,
success boils down to minimizing the
cost - benefit ratio. In ecological terms
the most efficient transfer of energy for
brook trout is to channel a particular
water's productivity directly through
invertebrates. Ostensibly, it would
seem that introducing minnows would
actually provide more food for the
trout. However, when that happens, the
brook trout must compete with the minnows for invertebrate prey. They can
shift their diet, but feeding on intermediate predators like minnows actually
requires relatively more energy for the
same caloric intake.
The effect is clearly demonstrated
through pond reclamation programs.
Overset Pond in Greenwood was
reclaimed in the fall of 1998. Prior to
that it was loaded with shiners making
it poor habitat for brook trout. After
being reclaimed, it was stocked the following spring with spring yearling
trout. Biologists returned in the fall and
Summer 2001

found exceptional growth in the trout, with
fish in the 13 - 15-inch range.
Moving up the food chain the effects
become more obvious and understandable,
as illustrated above with white perch and
brook trout. Brautigam points out, "we
have relatively unproductive waters, no
matter where you look in Maine and these
waters can only produce a certain amount
of forage. Adding more predators to a system effectively yields less forage, and cold
water species are less well adapted to compete. Because they are piscivorous (fisheating) as well as insectivorous, white
perch also compete directly with salmon.
As a result, both smelt and salmon populations suffer.
The landlocked salmon has also been
victimized by illegal introductions of forage fish. According to Warner, alewives
were introduced into East Grand Lake five
years ago and have since spread to other
parts of the St. Croix drainage including
Spednic Lake and Grand Falls. The
department is trying to prevent further
expansion into West Grand because the
alewives compete directly with smelt,
effectively lowering the quality of the
salmon fishery.
Moving still farther up the food chain
the problems become even more pronounced. A species that is fast gaining
popularity among fishermen, particularly
ice-fishermen, is the northern pike, first

Walleyes have been illegally introduced into the Belgrade chain of lakes at
least twice, and are present there once again. Harry Vanderweide photo
introduced into the Belgrade Lakes area in
the 1970s. It is a top-end predator and
though it prefers soft-rayed fishes like
suckers and shiners, it will eat most anything. Not only is it a direct competitor
with other cold water species, it is also a
predator of them.
The pike is still relatively new in
Maine, and while a cause-and-effect relationship cannot yet be confirmed, there is
mounting evidence that their introduction
is directly responsible for a coincidental
decline in the salmon fishery in places such
as Long Pond. The pike are almost certainly competing for forage and angler
reports of salmon with bite marks are

What the Law Says
Maine law expressly prohibits the introduction of any fish
into public waters without a permit. ln addition, even the
stocking of private ponds with no inlet or outlet requires
department review. The department has also taken several
proactive measures to prevent potentially harmful introductions of non-native fish. One example is the No Live Fish as
Bait regulation on certain waters. This is to prevent the
introduction of potential competitors. Another is the No Bait
Trapping restriction on reclaimed ponds. Unscrupulous bait
fishermen sometimes view reclaimed ponds as an opportunity to establish new stocks, ignoring the potential impacts to
re-established fisheries.
MAINE Fish and Wildlife

increasing. This species also hybridizes
with the native chain pickerel.
Of course not all introductions of
non-native species are necessarily evil.
The first smallmouth bass were illegally
stocked into Maine waters inl 869 and,
according to Warner, old
Commissioners reports from 1880s tell
of smallmouth introductions in a lot of
waters. Despite abundant legal and
illegal transplantations, smallies were
still regarded largely as a nuisance
before the 1970s. However, as the
word spread, non-residents were
increasingly coming north to experience Maine's phenomenal smallmouth
fishing and Washington County was
rapidly becoming a noteworthy smallmouth destination for both residents
and non-residents.
In the late 1980s, MDIF&W began
gathering information on the species'
status, limits and abundance, which
ultimately led to intensive management,
primarily through regulations.
Smallmouths now occupy approximately 432 Maine lakes and a fair number
of rivers. Maine has some of the
strictest bass regulations in the northeast, and guides, professional fishermen, the tourism industry and even
MDIF&W boast of Maine's world-class
smallmouth fishery, which is unrivaled
south of the Canadian border.
Bucket biologists began illegal
introductions of largemouth bass
around 1900 and the species spread
rapidly, on their own and by additional
Summer 2001 21

illegal stockings. According to
Brautigam, "You'd be hard pressed to
find a water in this region that doesn't
have largemouths." Largemouths now
occur in roughly 150 waters in all counties but Aroostook, Hancock, and
Piscataquis. Most recently, largemouths
have established themselves downeast,
and there is even some concern that
largemouths will out compete their smaller (introduced) cousins. Meanwhile, skyrocketing interest in recreational and
tournament bass fishing is bringing boatloads of money into the state.
Rainbows Stocked
This spring the department began
stocking rainbow trout in select Region A
and B waters as part of a pilot project.
The incentive is that rainbows will
improve fishing opportunities because
they can survive in a greater range of
water conditions and live longer than
brook trout and provide better catch rates
than browns (another introduced species).
The Department will monitor the
success of rainbows in roughly a dozen
carefully selected waters for the next
three to four years. Then, they will go
through a process of internal peer review
and public hearings to decide if a fullscale stocking program is warranted, and
acceptable. Even then, the department
will be careful not to stock rainbows in
waters where they could harm landlocked
or Atlantic salmon or native brook trout
fisheries.
Responsibility Needed

If Maine anglers wish to see continued improvement in our fisheries, we
need to act responsibly and police our
own ranks. Let the biologists do their
job, and if you disagree with them, make
your opinion known to the commissioner
or through the public hearing process.
Don't take matter into your own hands.
Even something as seemingly harmless
as dumping your goldfish in a local pond
can be detrimental to local or native fisheries. Goldfish are nothing more than
carp. They can grow to three pounds and
have a nasty reputation for destroying
aquatic vegetation and silting up waters.

22 MAINE Fish and Wildlife

Yellow perch are continuing to spread across the state of Maine. When
they hit a trout water, they feed upon eggs and fry. Harry Vanderweide photto

Long a favorite fish of Mainers to eat, the white perch may be the fish that's
most Often illegally introduced. Harry Vanderweide photo

Request for Firearms to Be Used in the
Hunter Education Program
Hunter education is going through a program evaluation
and one of the needs that has been identified is for our instructors to have a variety of disabled firearms that students can use
to learn the basics of safe firearms handling.
The program needs slide, bolt, semi automatic, break, and
lever action long guns. We would like to accumulate one set for
each Safety Coordinator, plus one set for the office, a total of
60 guns. With a mixture of shotguns and rifles our goal.
If you have a firearm that you would like to donate to the program please contact Mike Sawyer at the Safety Office. Phone
207-287-5222 or by e-mail at michael.sawyer@state.me.us
Any donated firearms will be disabled and used in the
hunter education program.
Summer 2001
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Clockwise, from top left; Regional
Wildlife Biologist Rich Hoppe
inspects the blooms on a planted
apple tree; trout streams such as
this one criss-cross the WMA; the
Department leases land to area
farmers who grow crops within
buffered fields; dams such as this
have created marshland habitat
(above )that have been beneficial to
a variety of wildlife, wading birds
and waterfowl. Mark Latti photos
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Lt. Gordon Manuel Wildlife Management
Lt. Gordon Manuel WMA encompasses 6,482 acres in the Aroostook County
towns of Hodgdon, Cary, and Linneus. The
area is actively managed for both wetland
and upland wildlife and public recreation
is encouraged.

muskrat, otter, mink, raccoon, red fox, coyote, fisher, marten, weasel and skunk occur
in the marsh and upland habitats.
Waterfowl, especially cavity-nesting ducks,
(goldeneyes, hooded mergansers and wood
ducks) use open water wetlands.

HISTORY
The area formerly known as the
Hodgdon Deadwater was heavily used by
waterfowl in its early years. Flocks of
ducks numbering between 300 - 500 birds
were observed during the fall migration
and the marsh also provided excellent
breeding habitat. The number of waterfowl
using the site dwindled in later years and
became drastically reduced after the dam
no longer maintained an adequate level.
The area was initially purchased to
restore wetland habitat for waterfowl.
Federal Aid monies helped pay for the initial acquisition of 470 acres, which centered around an existing dam site on the
South Branch of the Meduxnekeag River
in Hodgdon Mills, and the associated
deadwater wetlands that were restored
when the dam was replaced. Since 1958 an
additional 5,982 acres of upland and wetland habitat were purchased with State
Bond monies.

MANAGEMENT
Upland habitats are managed to provide a diversity of habitat types capable of
supporting a wide variety of wildlife
species. Small patch and strip clearcuts
create blocks of di verse age, height, stem
density, food producing characteristics, and
species composition. Management also
includes reclamation and maintenance of
old fields including grassland strips and
thickets, and maintenance and planting of
wildlife food shrubs and trees. Old fields
and adjoining stands of alder and poplar
are managed for woodcock and grouse.
In addition, cavity and snag trees and
riparian travel corridors are protected and
maintained, deer and moose winter cover
areas are managed, and roads/log landings
are patch-seeded with herbaceous forage
crops. Apple trees in the abandoned field
are released and pruned to encourage fruit
production. Additional apple trees have
been planted throughout the management
area to increase the wildlife foods, especially for grouse, deer, and non-game bird
species during late fall and early winter
when snow covers all other foods sources.
The second aspect of the management
plan provides for the stabilization of water
levels during the waterfowl nesting season
to create conditions suitable for waterfowl
production and brood rearing, and the
maintenance of existing waterfowl nest
boxes on the two impounded wetlands. An
associated objective is to make the area
attractive to waterfowl as a stopover location during migration.
Finally, certain critical habitats for
non-game wildlife species are protected.
Existing and potential cavity trees are left
uncut and disturbance is minimized in and
around vernal pools, which are important
breeding habitats for amphibians and feeding areas for a large variety of animals.
Both warmwater and coldwater game
fish are present in the stream and deadwaters on the area. The South Branch of the

HABITAT
Manuel WMA contains mostly forestland with les er amounts of fields and wetlands. Wetlands are mostly open water,
bog, freshwater marsh and shrub swamp
associated with the South Branch of the
Meduxnekeag River. Softwood , predominantly cedar lowland with some sprucefir, account for most of the forest land.
The entire management area ha been
cut over at one time or another and existing tands are generally all second growth
and in various stages of maturity, most
being young to medium-aged. There are
122 acre of fields on the area in various
stages of uccession ranging from active
agricultural land to reverting fields.
001\111

\

T ')PECIF5

Black bear, deer, moose, ruffed
grouse, woodcock, and snowshoe hare are
common in upland on the management
area. Furbearers, including beaver,
MAINE Fish and Wildlife

Area

Meduxnekeag and Hodgdon Mill Pond
receive occasional stockings of surplus
brown trout when available.
DIRECTIONS
The area is located just west of
Route 1 in Hodgdon Corners and can
be accessed off Wilcox Road, Hodgdon
Road, and Horseback Road.
ACTIVITIES AND FACILITIES
In addition to hunting, trapping,
and fishing, which are the principal
activities, snowmobiling, canoeing, hiking, bird watching, and cross-country
skiing are permitted and encouraged.
The area contains roughly ten miles of
gravel road suitable for automobile
travel and the Town of Hodgdon maintains a small picnic site, swimming
beach and boat launching area on the
western side of the dam. IFW maintains
a boat launch site off the Horseback
Road, which provides access to the
southern end of Hodgdon Mill Pond.
\REARliLES
Hunting/Trapping: Unless otherwise
provided, WMAs are open to the hunting and trapping of all wild birds and
animals under the provisions of state
and federal laws and regulations.
Motor Vehicles: The operation of any
motor vehicle, excluding motorboats,
within the boundaries of any WMA is
prohibited except as provided below: a.
on roads not posted as closed or
restricted, b. on trails designated for
their use, c. in other areas where their
use is specifically authorized.
Swimming: Swimming is prohibited
except at designated locations.
Motorboats are prohibited until
July 1 on that portion of the river within the Lt. Gordon Manuel Wildlife
Management Area. After July 1, motorboats over 6 horsepower are prohibited.
To obtain further information on
Lt. Gordon Manuel Wildlife
Management Area plea e contact Maine
Dept. of Inland Fi heries and Wildlife,
PO Box 447, A hland, ME 04732
(207) 435-3231. General Information,
Augusta (207) 287-8000
Summer 2001 25

Wheelin' Sportsmen Come to Maine
Expanding Opportunities
for All Sportsmen
Photos and Text By Lisa Price
Ray Doyon gave a short nod to his friend Guy Forest, and
Guy sent another sporting clay spinning out over the grassy
field. Ray had already drilled four of the clays, and there was
no escape for this one either.
It certainly wasn't that Ray was learning a new skill. It was
obvious from his fluid timing and shooting, and the shards of
orange clay splattered in the field, that he'd done this before.
He and Guy, both of Saco, are long-time friends who have
spent many days afield. In fact, most of the handicapped sportsmen who attended the first Wheelin' Sportsmen event held in
Maine (Unity College, May 18, 19 and 20) already had skills
gained during a lifetime of pursuing outdoor sports such as
hunting and fishing. For some, the event was a chance to learn
ways they could adapt, after accident or illness, and continue to
enjoy those things.
The Wheeliu' Sportsmen is a group that started in Alabama
through a man named Kirk Thomas who was paralized in an
accident that occurred while he was hunting. As he walked into
the woods, a tree fell on him, fracturing his neck. Within a few
years of the accident, Thomas had launched the Wheelin'
Sportsmen, an organization dedicated to improve opportunities
for the disabled to enjoy outdoor sports.
More Activities to Come
Last October, the National Wild Turkey Federation
(NWTF) adopted the Wheelin' Sportsmen, which instantly
made it a national organization. The Unity College event was
the first held outside of the south. The new Wheelin' Sportsmen
of Maine plans other get togethers in the months to come,
including fishing and flat-water kayaking, and a deer hunt this
Wayne Casperson of Farmingdale with a white perch he
fall.
caught during the Wheelin' Sportsman event.
As handicapped sportsmen work to adapt and find ways
to get back outside, Maine's Department of Inland Fisheries
Maine, no matter what the type of disability.
and Wildlife is also striving to adapt, by writing new legislaIn the next months, a committee made up of guides,
tion. In fact, very little legislation had been written, and what
Department personnel and handicapped sportsmen will be creatthere was only said that those who had lost the use of both
ed. Hurley explained that handicapped sportsmen who need to
arms, or lost both arms, could apply for a special permit to use
use special equipment can contact the committee by writing or
an "unconventional weapon" while hunting. For the majority of
calling
the Department. The committee will first review the
the dozen people who attended the Wheelin' Sportsmen event,
request,
and if approved at that level, the request will be turned
that wording would not apply.
over
to
the
sportsman's local game warden, who will personally
But all that has changed. The Department has adapted new
interview
the
applicant.
legislation, explained by Deputy Commissioner Fred Hurley as
"It's
almost
impossible to create legislation that will cover
he spoke to the group Friday night. New law makes it possible
all
possible
cases,"
Hurley said to the group. "This way, each
to improve opportunities for all handicapped sportsmen here in
person will be looked at individuaJly, to see what we can do to

.
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Stanley Linscott - 1918-2001

Kyle Jandreas of Millinocket with guide Charlie
Wiesemann at the skeet range.
help them enjoy hunting and fishing again."
Gene Ames of Bremen, Maine, who attended the Wheelin'
Sportsmen event with his wife, Peggy, is a perfect example of a
sportsman who under the previous legislation, would havefallen through the cracks. A burly man with a big grin, Ames looks
like he could snap you in half. He has the use of both arms,
although his strength is limited now by muscular dystrophy, and
he travels in a motorized chair. He wants to hunt this fall, and
his eyes lit up when he saw the adaptive equipment, a rifle with
a pole mount that fits into a welded holder on the chair arm that Skip Willey, West Newfield, had for his own wheelchair.
But it isn't just adaptive equipment that is needed.
Handicapped sportsmen need assistance in other ways, whether
it's someone to accompany them into the woods, a permit to
hunt from a four-wheeler or vehicle, or improved access to
lakes and ponds for fishing. But organizing a group like the
•GUIDED FLY FISHING

Stanley Paul Linscott, 82, of Winthrop died April
11, 2001 in Augusta. He was born September 16, 1918 in
Cornish, the son of Carroll and Gladys (Ridlon) Linscott. He
graduated from Cornish High School in 1936 and the
University of Maine in 1940. While still a student at Orono,
he worked with Dr. Gerald Cooper during the summer of
1939, doing some of the early biological surveys of Maine
lakes for the Department of Inland Fisheries and Game. He
worked as a biologist for Fish and Game from July, 1940
until September, 1941, when he resigned to enlist in the U.S.
Coast Guard that October.
"
Stan returned to his biologist position at Fish and Game
in January, 1946, working in the state fish hatchery program;
eventually becoming Superintendent of Fish Hatcheries. He
served in this position until his retirement in 1976.
During Stan's tenure, Maine's state fish hatcheries
underwent a modernization program. When the microstrainer
filter and ultraviolet (UV) light disinfection equipment was
installed for disease control at the Grand Lake Stream
Hatchery, it was the largest fish hatchery in the world with a
totally treated water supply. Stan was always most happy in
his job when he could be part of whatever activity was going
on at the hatcheries; be it trapping fish, stripping eggs, picking eggs, stocking, building pool covers, even cleaning
pools. He was a "hands on" kind of guy. Not many fishermen
in Maine today are aware of the legacy that Stanley Linscott
gave to them, but much of the good fishing that they presently enjoy is a result of his foresight, hard work and dedication.
Wheeliri' Sportsmen, and forming a committee to review individual cases, is a good start.
The Wheelin' Sportsmen of Maine was really launched in
an upstairs room at Kittery Trading Post. Gary Adams of KTP
listened just a short time to Willey, Pam Morgan, and an NWTF
representative from Alabama, and I talk about our plans for the
Unity event, before donating $2,000. Those funds covered food
and lodging for handicapped participants for that weekend.
Next, others volunteered to give their time and experience
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INSTRUCTION

• FAMILY VACATIONS
• MOOSE, LOON, WILDFLOWER FIELD TRIPS
• SCENIC PLANE RIDES
• HUNTING, FISHING
• ICE FISHING, CROSS-COUNTRY

SKIING

Located in Allagash Wilderness Region north of Baxter State Park. Fullservice lodge, seven log cabins on Haymock, Spider, and Cliff Lake (T8R11,
T9R11, T9R12). American Plan or Housekeeping. Indoor plumbing available.
~
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CAMP ASSOCIAnON

MAINE Fish and WildJife

OPEN YEAR ROUND

Box 696FG, PATTEN, ME 04765
207-528-2855 (LET IT RING!)

(MAILING ADDRESS ONLY) P.O.
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to the Unity event. Pleasant Mountain Guide Service of
Denmark emptied for the weekend, as Charlie, Liz and John
Wiesemann and Mike Genest came to Unity, John giving up
the last Saturday of hunting on his turkey permit. Guide Rick
Rogers of Phillips and instructor Richard McFarland of
Newport taught classes at the event.
The Archer's Choice Pro Shop of Skowhegan sent three
people, and a pile of equipment and targets, to teach archery
to the participants. The Wheelin' Sportsmen also raised some
funds by raffling off two guided hunts: a bear hunt donated by
Seven Mountain Guide Service of Brownville Junction, and a
deer hunt donated by Southern Maine Guide Service of
Parsonsfield. Maine's Department of Inland Fisheries and
Wildlife sent two instructors for Sunday's trap shooting and
. 22 rifle target shooting.
"It was fun, and a chance to socialize and trade ideas,"
summed up Al Barter of Boothbay Harbor. "We need to keep
moving on this, and work to improve our access to the outdoors."
For information on the Wheelin' Sportsmen of Maine,
contact Skip Willey, 39 Applegate Lane, West Newfield, ME
04095, 207-793-2546; or Lisa Price, HC 67 Box 440,
Dixfield, ME 04224, 207-562-4708. For information on the
disabled sportsmen's committee, contact Deputy
Commissioner Fred Hurley, MDIF&W, 284 State Street, 41
State House Station, Augusta, ME 04333.
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Real Estate for the Real Worldw
Century 21 First Choice Realty
Gorham, Windham & Standish,

ME

Century 21 Northeast Associates

Century 21 Nason
Winslow, ME

Century 21 Newson Associates

Westbrook, ME

Kittery, ME

Century 21 Baribeau

Century 21 Action Realty

Brunswick, ME

Rumford, ME

Century 21 Samia

Century 21 Whittemore

Sanford & Wells, ME

Skowhegan,

Century 21 Atlantic Realty

Century 21 Ames Whittemore

York, ME

Pittsfield, ME

ME

Century 21 Advanta~

Century 21 Venture Ltd .

Lewiston, ME

Augusta, ME

Century 21 Muzzy Real Estate

Century 21 Barbara Patterson

Greenville, ME

South Berwick, ME

Century 21 Surette

Century 21 Alliance

Waterville, ME

Gardiner, ME

Century 21 At River Town

Century 21 Cou2hlin A2ency

N. Hampden, ME

Oakland, ME

Century 21 Queen City

Century 21 Shore & Country

Bangor, ME

Topsham,

ME

We have 23 offices located around our diversified state that are specialized in
many different avenues for all of your real estate needs. Please check out our
statewide website. It will enable you to reach any of the above listed offices
for all the services they provide.

www.Century21.MaineBrokers.com
or www.MaineBrokers.Tripod.com

Each Office Is Independently

Owned & Operated.

New Brochures Highlight Maine Fish, Wildlife Resources
Two new brochures produced cooperatively by the Maine Office of Tourism and the Maine Department of Inland
Fisheries and Wildlife are now available. The brochures are
aimed at summer visitors and residents traveling in the state.
Maine's Watchable Wildlife, your guide to experiencing the wildlife of Maine features places to go, tips on
how to be successful and suggestions for what to take along.
The brochure lists places such as the Maine Wildlife Park in
Gray, and the Steve Powell Wildlife Management Area on
Swan Island where people are certain to see a variety of
wildlife as well as statewide where wildlife sightings are
likely but not guaranteed. A listing of annual wildlife-related
festivals is included.
Make a Splash Fishing in Maine! is aimed at
families, encouraging them to get out and go fishing while
here in Maine. The brochure discusses getting started, what
folks will need and suggests some places to fish. There are
also suggestions on where to view wild fish. A calendar of
Your gu idc to
fishing related events statewide is included.
experiencing
the
Both pieces offer many resources and contacts.
wildlife of Maine
Brochures are available from the Department, at visitor
information centers and chambers of commerce around the
state. At least 75,000 of each brochure have been produced
to increase awareness and participation in these activities, to
suggest that visitors add fishing and wildlife watching to
their list of things to do while in Maine.

Maine's
Watchable
Wildlife
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Want to know
more?
Visit us online for
all the latest in
Department news

DOG DOORS
Weathertight (they seal tight all around)
Super Quiet • Safe • Easy to Install
Sizes for any dog or cat

FOR SPORTING 8 PET BREEDS

e-mail or Call for a FREE color brochure

e~.·~ic,·.
"

RIVERSIDE PRODUCTS

W7909 Green Valley Road
Spooner, WI 54801
715-635-2644
Toll Free 1-866-635-2644

www.riversidespooner.com

www.mefishwildlife.com

Signed limited-edition prints by
Tom Hennessey, Arthur Taylor,
Terry Redlin, Persis Clayton Weirs,
Roger Blum, Susan Jordan

Open daily, 9:30 a.m.4 p.m.

e-mail: tom@riversidespooner.com

••

Wild

WID~

Authorized dealer for

Wild Wings Hadley House
Applejack
National Wildlife Federation

*'"';Jl(h
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Ph & Fax 207-947-1227

e-mail: rivercitygallery@earthlink.net

HUNT BIRDS

YEAR

ROUND!

• b
~ iun H unt1no
. ~tt ~
" rl'e1.e~~
~\~ cbarles Farm Tra;/

GIFT CERTIFICATES

April 15 to November 11
A 200-acre park with 25
different species of wildlife
on exhibit.

AVAILABLE

~
~

Moose, black bear,
whitetailed deer, wild turkey,
fisher, lynx, mountain lion,
bald eagle, trophy trout and
more!
Group rates: $1.50
per person
No reservations needed
For more information, call
207-657-4977 or
207-287-8000.
MAINE Fish and Wildlife

to

ROME,ME
~

Malcolm Charles,
Registered Maine Guide

PHEASANTS • QUAIL • CHUKAR ·PARTRIDGE
Over 200 Acres of Upland Bird Cover

HUNT OR TRAIN YOUR DOGS
OVER LIVE BIRDS
Full or 112 Day Hunts • Up to 4 Hunters Per Group
Guided Hunts with Maine Guide & Dog Available

FOR MORE INFO CALL 207-397-HUNT(4868)
e-mail: pointers@tdstelme.net

website: www.mint.net/pointersrun
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Sunset Ridge Lodge & Outfitters
on Sebec Lake
BIG BUCKS • BIG BULLS • BIG BEAR
The Fishing Is Great!
Master Guide Ben Pinkham
158 Sunset Drive-MFW
Sebec, Maine 04481

207-564-3559

Maine Fish & Wildlife

Outdoor

Roster
/. KENNEBAGO RIVER KAMPS
North of Rangeley between Kennebago Lake
and Little Kennebago Lake

Your Hosts
Olive & Dean Paisley
Registered Maine Guide
Bear - Deer - Moose - Coyote
Phone 207-444-5379
Eagle Lake

Camp Rental

Firearms - Bow - Black Powder

Fishing

• Fly Fish for native Salmon & Brook Trout in
Kennebago's rivers & lakes
• Excellent Deer and Grouse Hunting
• Snowmobiling on ITS 84 and 89
• 3 Housekeeping Camps • Gated Access
• Reasonable Rates
I
Write Kennebago River Kamps, R. Hammond
PO Box 677, Rangeley 04970
207-864-2402

To arrange for your advertising to appear

in this listing, contact:

on FISH RIVER LAKE
Northern Maine's Last Frontier
Portage, Maine 04768
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George Pulkkinen
Maine Fish & Wildlife Magazine
PO Box 1457, Yarmouth, ME 04096
Telephone: 1-800-276-0883

Phone 207-435-6156
Summer 2001

HOME
Vickers•
Pools
Limited

ATLANTIC

OF THE

SALMON

The Main Southwest Miramichi River

HOWARD, N.B. CANADA

• 5 Salmo

•Accommodations
Our main lodge and two and three bedroom
cottages are finished in pine and cedar. All
facilities provide a magnificent view of our
salmon pools. Meals are customized to
your taste. Home-made breads, rolls, pies
and donuts are our specialty.
Individual instructional casting sessons
available at no extra cost. Satellite TV,
Fax and e-mail connections are available.

•Rates
Package includes lodging, meals, housekeeping, use of five private pools, guide
services and day canoe trips. The charge
is $175 US/day/angler during April and
May; $125 US/day/angler during June,
July, and August; and $225 US/day/angler
in September and October.

Since 1946 we
have provided
superb,
personalized
service to
anglers as they
enjoy exclusive
use of our
well equipped
lodge, cottages,
and five productive, private
pools.The wading
is easy. If you prefer fishing from a boat, Jon boats are
available for the Spring and Old Town Canoes are
available for the Summer and Fall.

• Guides

Our guides ~re experienced, skilled
and congenial.

•Travel Arrangements
We are located 70 miles northeast of
Fredericton, 35 miles southwest of
Miramichi City. Highway travel time from
Bangor, Maine is 4-1 /2 hours. There are
airports in Fredericton, Miramichi City,
and Moncton.

• Reservations
can be made by calling or writing:
Martyn Vickers
122 Winthrop Street
Augusta, ME 04330
207-623-4879
vickers@gwi.net

Visit

our website

MAINE Fish and Wildlife

at www.miramichisalmon.com
Summer 2001
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8c FISHING

A HUNTING
TRADITION

SINCE

~

1938

....

With over 60 years of experience, and three levels of the most extensive selection of outdoor
, equipment and clothing, we're sure to have what you need to make your hunting or
fishing experience enjoyable and successful.
We have the largest selection of top quality firearms, ammunition, reloading
equipment, components, scopes and accessories on the east coast!
Our archery department features a full line of compound and recurve bows as
well as crossbows, arrows, targets, tree stands and accessories for both hunters
and target shooters.
Our fishing department caters to saltwater and freshwater fishermen, including
an extensive selection specifically for the fly fisherman. In addition to our diverse selection of
rods, reels and lures, we stock downriggers, electric motors, electronic fish finders, canoes and
all the accessories.

Open Daily 9-9, Sundays 10-6
Rte 1 Kittery, ME • 207-439-2700 • 1-888-KTP-MAlNE (587-6246) • www.kitterytradingpost.com

