-;::. s ~- 16 :
'7)~
C·/

MAINE
Governor
James B. Longley

FISH AND WILDLIFE

Department of Inland
Fisheries and Game
Commissioner

Maynard F. Marsh
J. William Peppard

Deputy Commissioner

STATE OF MAINE

Kenneth H. Anderson
Director,
Planning and Co-ordination
Supt. of Hatcheries

Stanley P. Linscott
Charles S. Allen

Chief Warden

Lyndon H. Bond

Chief, Fishery Division

Vol. XVII, No. 2

Spring, 1975

Business Manage1·

Ralph C. Will
Robert W. Boettger

Chief, Game Division

William C. Mincher

Director,
Information and Education

Clayton G. Grant

Chief,
Engineering Division

Richard B. Parks

Chief, Realty Division

Lorenzo J. Gaudreau

Director, Safety and
Snowmobile Registration

Robert H. Johnson

Director, Watercraft
Registration and Sa/ ety

Alfred L. Meister

Chief Biologist,
Atlantic Salmon Commission

Advisory Council
Dr. Alonzo H. Garcelon, Chairman.
Augusta, Maine
Glenn H. Manuel
Littleton

Asa 0. Holmes
Belfast

Robert D. Steele
Scarborough

Burleigh Richards, Jr.
Buxton

Reginald L. Parker
Rodney W. Ross
Bath
Brownville
Maine Fish and Wildlife is published quarterly by
the Maine Dept. of Inland Fisheries and Game,
284 State St., Augusta, Maine 04333, under appropriation 4223. No advertising accepted.
William C. Mincher, Editor
W. Thomas Shoener, Managing Editor
Thomas J. Chamberlain, Features Editor
William W. Cross, Photo Editor
Thomas L. Carbone, Photographer

© Maine Dept. of Inland Fisheries and Game,
1975. Written permission must be secured from
the Department before reproducing any part of
this copyrighted material.
Subscription rates: $2.00 for one year, $3.50 for
two years, $4. 75 for three years. No stamps,
please. Second class postage paid at Augusta,
Maine 04333.

Maine Fish and Wildlife-Spring 1975

The One That Didn't Get Away

2

Baxter State Park Its Waters and Their Management

4

Kid-Bits
The Raccoon
Satellite View of Maine
Law Enforcement from Both Sides
Ecologogriphs

10
12
14
16
18

Paul R. Johnson

Stephen E. Powell

Charles S. Allen

The Book Shelf 19
Junior Maine Guides 20
Camping Pests:
Don't Let 'em Get You Down! 22

Tom Chamberlain
Donald F. Mairs

Letters, Notes, Comment 25
Help Wanted National Hunting and Fishing Day 28

THE COVERS
Front: Scenic Upper Togue Pond, with its view of Mount Katahdin, sets an attractive and appropriate stage for the feature
article in this issue on the waters of Baxter State Park and
their fisheries. Photo by Bill Q.ross.
Inside Front: A beaver's-eye-view of a dam builder that wears
a valuable fur coat, photographed by Bill Cross.
Inside Back:

Laying out a fly to a trout in a clean stream Photo by Tom

is there a better way to spend a spring day?

Carbone.

Back: Katahdin Falls, a short hike from the Katahdin Stream
campground, is one of the many scenic attractions of Baxter
State Park. Photo by Bill Cross.
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Bill

Plummer's
eight-pounder
from Moose
Pond would
have been the
top bass ...

and
Norma's
seven-pounder
would have
tied for
third-but
these prizes
were not
entered in ...

~~The One That Didn't '
Get A way Club" •
a couple of pages in our spring
issue have been devoted to honoring anglers
who landed extraordinarily large fish during the
previous season. "The One That Didn't Get A way
Club," sponsored by the Maine Department of Commerce & Industry, screens application cards, tabulates the results, and awards qualifying fishermen
a shoulder patch and a certificate signed by the
Governor.
The application cards which are signed by a game
warden or a fishery biologist contain the information printed in the chart accompanying this article
-but there are more entries than those shown, and
more information on each application than is included here.
In 1970, Maine Fish and Wildlife Managing Editor Tom Shoener decided to put in a little time on
an analysis of the information on the cards-and
some patterns emerged which indicated that certain

F
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OR MANY YEARS,

times, places, tackle types, and fishing methods
seemed to work better than others.
We decided, therefore, that it was time to do another "mini-survey" of the applications for the club,
ju t to see if there were any trends. We didn't find
too much, but here's what we did discover about the
"club fi h" registered during 1974.
Brook trout-minimum qualifying weight, five
pounds. All three fish entered are listed. No noticeable pattern, except two were caught June 9 (maybe a real good fishing day?) . Two taken by casting,
one by trolling.
Brown trout-minimum qualifying weight, eight
pounds. Six fi h entered. Five taken by trolling. As
you can see on the chart, the same angler took the
No. 1 and No. 3 fish, from the same body of water,
with the same type of bait, two months apart.
Lake trout (togue)-minimum qualifying weight,
Maine Fish and Wildlife-
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15 pounds. Six fish entered, five caught by trolling,
four taken with sewed bait.
Landlocked salmon-minimum
qualifying weight,
eight pounds. One entry, so how can you find any
pattern?
Atlantic salmon-minimum
qualifying weight, 15
pounds. Six fish entered. Five taken from the Narraguagus River; five taken in June.
Black bass (largemouth and smallmouth)-minimum qualifying weight, five pounds, Fifty-seven
fish entered. Club fish taken from 31 different bodies
of water. Moose Pond in Bridgton yielded five club
bass, followed by Cobbosseecontee Lake with four
entries. There were seven other lakes giving up
three fish each, and five more yielding two apiece.
All 13 of the fish caught in June were taken in the
second half, and eight of them were caught in the
last week. Eleven of the 16 July fish were hooked
in the second half of the month, while August's
catch of 18 included 13 in the first half of that
month (late July and early August, you bass fishermen!) If you want to know the best method for
bass fishing, note that 40 of the 57 fish entered were

THE ONE THAT DIDN'T
GET AWAY CLUB FOR 19'74
The Fish

caught by casting, with seven taken still, six caught
through the ice, and only two by trolling. Live bait
was responsible for 13 bass catches, while 11 were
taken on rubber or plastic worms, and six surrendered to Jitterbugs.
Pickerel - minimum
qualifying weight, four
pounds. Fifteen fish entered, four of them caught
in North Pond, Smithfield. Ice fishing season (mainly February) yielded nine of the club pickerel (including five of the largest), and seven anglers listed
live bait as the effective method.

W

IT IS. To some anglers, this may
seem meaningless. To others, it may be the
basis for planning a fishing trip. There are undoubtedly some fishermen who caught bigger fish than
these during the season, but didn't register for
"The One That Didn't Get Away Club." But if
the information on these two pages helps just one
Maine fisherman with success during the 1975 season (and remember, ice fishing counts!), we are
glad to have provided it.
•
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The Angler

TOP FISH IN
EACH CATEGORY
Where Caught

Lure

Brook Trout

Lennis Holt, New Sharon, Me.
Fred Burnham, Durham, N. H.
William de'Br ay, Woolwich, Me.

6-13%
5-1
5. :y,

22%
22~1

4/24
6/11
5/5

Long Pond (Belgrade)
Pierce Pond
Crooked River

sewed smelt
Chev-Chase
Muddler Minnow #6

Brown Trout

Myron L. Chaplin, Naples, Me.
Frank Hoyt, E. Wakefield, N. H.
Myron L. Chaplin, Naples, Me.
Charles Merrill Sr., Waterville, Me.
William H. Gasper, Surry, Me.

12-8
12
10-13
9-12
9-2

30
27%
28~1
26
26

5/3
5/20
7/18
6/9
2/7

Hancock Pond
Great East Lake
Hancock Pond
China Lake
Patten Pond

sewed bait
Sea Devil spoon
sewed bait
Rapala
live bait

Harvey Bliss, W. Baldwin, Me.

20-12

38

2/19

Ossipee Lake

William F. Tash Jr., Howland, Me·.
Wilfrid R. Chouinard, Rumford, Me.
Kenneth Sedgwick, Pittsfield, Me.
William Reed, Greenville, Me.

19-8
17-8
16-4
16-3

36
36
36

4/20
7/7
7/17
7/24

Cold Stream Pond
Wilson Lake (Wilton)
Monson Pond
Wilson Pond (Greenville)

Swedish Pimple
w/smelt jigging
smelt
Chev-Chase
live bait
sewed bait

5/6

East Grand Lake

smelt

Lake Trout
(Togue)
Landlocked
Salmon

William Damien,

Barry

Atlantic Salmon

Black Bass

Pickerel

Old Town, Me.

N. Joy, Cherryfield, Me.

23

32%

8-4

20

38

5/27

Narr agu agus River

Kenneth Oakes, Cherryfield, Me.
Bob Carroll, Southwest Harbor, Me.
Donald Cushing, Pembroke, Me.
Otto J. Miller, Lubec, Me.

19-5
18-13
17-4
16-8

38
36%
371,1
38

6/21
6/3
6/16
6/2

Nar r aguagus River
Narr aguagus River
Dennys River
Nar r agu agus River

(homemade pattern,
no name)
Orange Cosseboom
dry fly. White Wulff
Cosseboom Dry
Orange Cosseboom

Joseph Bolduc, Lewiston, Me.
Russell Fifield, Bryant Pond, Me.
John W. Bowman, Bethlehem, Penn.
Eric Zecher, Mansfield, Mass.
John Stevens, Allston, Mass.
Victor Hanson, Augusta, Me.

7-5
7-3
7

30

8/29
9/12
7/21
7/2
7/30
8/5

Cobbosseecontee Lake
North Pond (Woodstock)
Belgrade Stream
Moose Pond (Bridgton)
Moose Pond (Bridgton)
Maranacook Lake

L & S MirrOLure
black plastic worm
night crawler
rubber worm
artificial lure
worm

Sebago Lake
Cobbosseecontee Lake
Little North Pond (Rome)
Little North Pond (Rome)
East Pond (Oakland)
Spednic Lake
Saco River

night crawler
shiner
shiner
live bait
hook and sinker
Rapala
live bait

Mildred Goodwin, Sanford, Me.
M. Tieche Shelton Jr., Farmingdale, Me.
Eugene H. Lanteigne, watervine, Me.
Robert A. Moreau Jr., Waterville, Me.
Michael R. Deschaine, Lewiston, Me.
Mary L. Schlager, Manhasset, N. Y.
Paul H. Stone, No. Windham, Me.
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22~4

211,1

6-14

23

6-12
6-12

24
22~1

5-8
5-4
5

27
29
26

4-9

4-8
4-8
4-8

26~4

28
25
25

6/4
1/19
3/17
3/16
2/28
9/22
12/15
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AXTER STATE PARK includes
201,018 acres of mountains,
forests, and waters given to the
people of Maine by former Governor Percival P. Baxter. His
gifts to the State were made with
the stipulation that the area be
maintained in its natural wild
state. Each year, this wilderness
preserve which includes Maine's
highest mountain, Mount Katahdin, attracts thousands of visitors
to enjoy the variety of mountain
and forest environments and the
recreational opportunities which
they offer. Perhaps the most

B
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By Paul R. Johnson
Fishery Biologist

widely recognized activities include sightseeing, camping, hiking, and mountain climbing.
Yet, Baxter State Park offers
more than its rugged mountains
and wild forests, its campsites
and trails. Within the park lie
138 ponds totalling 1,941 acres,
and another 6,459 acres of water
in 6 lakes and ponds are located
on its boundaries. In addition, ap-

proximately 400 miles of brooks
and streams flow through the
park. These waters provide sustenance for the plants and animals in the forest and mountain
ecosystems and are the homes for
a variety of fish species.
The park is between the Penobscot River's east and west
branches. Waters in the northern and central areas drain into
the East Branch, which flows
through the park's northeast
corner. Here it has been impounded by a dam on the outlet
of First Matagamon Lake, which
Maine Fish and Wildlife-Spring 1975

Nesowadnehunk
Stream, one of
Baxter Park's larger streams, drains
south past Doubletop
Mountain and
into the West Branch of the Penobscot
River. It offers fly fishing for native

brook trout.

has flowed together the First and
Second Matagamon lakes to create Grand Lake Matagamon. Below Matagamon, the East Branch
flows in ~ southeasterly direction
to the east of Baxter Park. Approximately one-half of the waters in the park, including 220
miles of stream, drain into the
Penobscot's East Branch. Two
minor drainages, Webster Stream
and Trout Brook, flow north into
Matagamon Lake. Included in
these drainages are Webster
Lake, Hudson Pond, Dwelley
Pond, the South Branch ponds,
and the Fowler ponds.
The other drainage emptying
into the East Branch is Wassataquoik Stream, famous for many
log drives in early Maine lumbering history. The Wassataquoik,
which flows east from the park's
remote central region, comprises
the largest watershed within Baxter State Park. Its waters originate on the northern slopes of the
Turner mountains and Mount
Katahdin and the southern slopes
of Wassataquoik
and Pogy
mountains. Because of its location, waters in this drainage are
accessible only by trail. Wassataquoik Lake, the largest and
deepest body of water entirely
within park boundaries,
the
Whidden ponds, the Six ponds,
Russell Pond, and Pogy Pond are
some of the better-known ponds
in the drainage.
The West Branch of the Penobscot River is just south of
Baxter State Park and crosses its
extreme southwest corner at the
head of the N esowadnehunk
Deadwater. In addition to Abol
and Katahdin streams, originating high on Mount Katahdin's
south slopes, N esowadnehunk
Stream and Sandy Stream flow
Maine Fish and Wildlife-Spring 1975

south from the park into waters
of the West Branch. These drainages contain 180 miles of stream
and
include
N esowadnehunk
Lake, Kidney Pond, Daicey Pond,
Abol Pond, Chimney Pond, the
Basin ponds, and Sandy Stream
Pond.
found
in Baxter State Park waters
are native to Maine. Most waters
contain at least one fish species,
except the headwaters of drainages originating high on Mount
Katahdin. There, steep rapids and
falls have· prevented fish from entering Lake Cowles, the Davis
and Klondike ponds, Chimney
Pond, and the Basin ponds. These
have probably been fishless since
the most recent glacial period.
Any unrecorded attempts at introducing fish to these ponds
have failed.
The eastern brook trout is by
far the most abundant and most
sought after cold-water game fish
species in the park. Water conditions are ideal for trout survival;
yet, in many ponds and streams,
cold, unproductive water conditions limit their growth. Nevertheless, 8 to 12 inch brook trout

A

LL OF THE FISH SPECIES

are not uncommon in many
ponds.
Other · important cold-water
game fish species are less widely
distributed within the park. Lake
trout, salmon, and whitefish can
be found only in the larger waters
that lie on the park's boundaries.
Lake trout and whitefish inhabit
Webster and Matagamon lakes;
salmon are found in Matagamon
Lake and the East Branch of the
Penobscot to the north and the
Togue ponds and the West
Branch of the Penobscot to the
South. Smelt population are established in Matagamon Lake,
the Long Pond, Kidney Pond,
and the Togue ponds.
The blueback trout, found in
only 11 other waters in Maine,
are native to Wassataquoik Lake.
Sunapee trout, found in only
three other Maine waters, were
introduced in 1971 to the South
Branch ponds where it is hoped
they will establish a self-sustaining population. It is appropriate
that both of these unique relatives to the Arctic char occur in
Baxter State Park waters where
they, with the other plant and

rr
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animal life there, can be protected from the encroachment of
civilization and perpetuated for
the enjoyment of all.
Within the park, the distribution of warm-water game fish is
very limited. Pickerel, sunfish,
hornpout, and white and yellow
perch are present in the Togue
ponds and in some of the smaller
ponds in the southeastern corner
of the park which flow into them.
The only other park water with
warm-water game species is Matagamon Lake with yellow perch
and hornpout.
Large populations of non-game
species such as suckers and minnows are not common except in
Matagamon Lake where artificial
impoundment has. changed original lake characteristics and created large, shallow-water areas
favorable to these fish. In most
other park waters, populations of
only one or two minnow species,
such as the dace, provide little
competition for the brook trout.
Because of the threat they do
pose to trout populations, suckers,
6

chubs, and shiners must be prevented from increasing their distribution
within the
park.
Nevertheless, these fish do have a
role in aquatic ecosystems, and in
an area with the purpose of
Baxter State Park they should be
permitted to exist within their
natural range.
It is interesting that since the
most recent glacial period, only
brook and blueback trout have
established themselves in the waters of the Wassataquoik drainage above Grand Falls. This is
probably indicative of the natural
fish populations that occurred in
many other park waters, as well
as many waters throughout the
state, before man's appearance
and his accidental or intentional introductions.

·urn

AREA

in and around Bax-

1 ter State Park has long been
famous for its trout fishing. On
Thoreau's 1846 trip to Mount
Katahdin, members of his party
fished in the West Branch of the
Penobscot River at the mouth of

Abol Stream. There they found
an abundance of "speckled trout"
which seized their salt pork bait
as fast as they could get their
lines in the water. Since the turn
of the century, sporting camps at
Kidney Pond, and formerly at
Daicey Pond, attracted anglers to
fish in what was once a remote
area accessible only by wagon
over old tote roads.
While much of the land within
Baxter State Park is part of a
game preserve, fishing is permitted in all park waters. This
policy is consistent with the regulations governing other natural
areas in the United States, such
as Yellowstone National Park. To
those familiar with Baxter State
Park, its waters provide excellent
fishing opportunities. Although
the number of fishermen is not
known, of over 114,000 visitors
during the 1974 season certainly
a significant percentage included
fishing in their enjoyment of
Maine's largest park.
Efforts to manage the trout
fisheries preceded any biological
surveys of the waters. Prior to
Governor Baxter's first gift of
land to the state in 1930, fly-fishing-only regulations had been
established on Nesowadnehunk
Lake, Nesowadnehunk Stream,
and many of the small ponds in
the area around Kidney and
Daicey ponds. Stocking records
dating back to the 1920's indicate
that many wild trout populations
in waters now in the southwestern corner of the park were supplemented with hatchery trout.
These stockings were made
without regard to the waters' natural abilities to produce trout.
For instance, in 1924 Kidney
Pond received 10,000 trout fry,
and from 1937 through 1955 Nesowadnehunk Stream was stocked
with from 1,000 to 20,000 trout
annually. Throughout the 1930's
and 1940's, many other small
ponds in that area received between 300 and 1,000 trout annually. Stocking rates appear reMaine Fish and Wildlife-Spring 1975
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lated more to the availability of
hatchery trout and the accessibility of the receiving waters rather
than any demonstrated need for
stocking or the numbers of fish
which these waters could support.
Abol Pond was stocked annually
between 1937 and 1950, with poor
success at producing good fishing.
With the first surveys of Baxter State Park waters by fishery
biologists from the Maine Department of Inland Fisheries and
Game came recommendations for
proper management. In 1951, the
survey of Abol Pond, which at
that time was not in the park,
found large populations of nongame species which limited the
survival and growth of hatchery
trout there. Stocking was discontinued.
Elbow, Grassy,
Tracy and
Stump ponds were also surveyed
in 1951. These had been closed to
fishing for two years in order to
allow the trout to grow larger.
(In 1951, fishing regulations stipulated an eight inch minimum
length limit on brook trout in
in ponds.)
The surveys found
an abundance of small brook
trout, even after the two years of
closure. From age and growth
information on these trout, the
biologists concluded that few fish
were reaching the legal length
limit because the cool, unproductive waters in these ponds were
not conducive to good trout
growth. They recommended that
the ponds be opened to fishing,
with a six inch length limit to allow the harvest of small, older
fish.
In 1954, the statewide 15-fish
bag limit was reduced to five fish
for all waters within Baxter
State Park. This regulation was
designed to distribute the catch
of trout evenly among the increasing number of anglers visiting the park.
At Nesowadnehunk Lake in
1956, and at Kidney Pond in 1961,
fishery biologists recognized that
natural reproduction, not stock8

ing, was important in maintaining trout populations. After the
surveys of these waters, the
stocking that had occurred for
over 20 years was discontinued,
with the result that today both of
these waters provide good fishing for wild trout.
The surveys of park waters, including some of the more remote
lakes and ponds, have continued
to the present. Evaluations have
been made of the abundance and
distribution of fish species, the
presence and availability of good
spawning and nursery areas, and
the physical and chemical conditions of the water. To date, surveys have been completed on 39
of the lakes and ponds within the
park, involving 61 per cent of the
standing water area, as well as
on the six waters lying partially
within the park. These will continue until all park waters have
been inventoried.
Several
management
techniques have been used both to

restore fish habitat in the park
altered by man either physically
or through accidental fish introductions, and to expand the distribution of brook trout. Below
N esowadnehunk Lake, much of
the once productive trout habitat
in Nesowadnehunk Stream was
destroyed by log drives in the
1950's. After the log drives were
completed, the Great Northern
Paper Company assisted with the
restoration of the stream.
In
1962, pools were constructed and
vegetation replaced along the
stream bank. Today, it would be
difficult to realize the extent to
which Nesowadnehunk
Stream
had been altered-it
is once again
good trout habitat supporting an
excellent population of wild brook
trout.
Three waters have been reclaimed to improve habitat for
brook trout. When the South
Branch ponds were surveyed in
1954, they were found to contain
large sucker and chub populations. As a result of reclamation
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in 1962, they now support selfsustaining brook trout populations and have been chosen as
good waters in which to establish
Sunapee trout. Likewise, in 1963,
Abol Pond was reclaimed to improve conditions for trout management in this accessible body of
water. A washout in the barrier
dam permitted the reintroduction
of competing species so in August
of 1974, a new dam was constructed by the Engineering Division of the Department of Inland
Fisheries and Game. Abol Pond
was rereclaimed in the fall of
1974 and wi'll be stocked annually
with brook trout.
Trout have been introduced into several small ponds that were
found to contain either no fish
species, or minnow (dace) populations that would pose no serious threat to trout survival. These
waters include Rocky and Round
ponds in T. 2, R. 9; Celia and
Draper ponds in T. 3, R.10; and
Frost Pond in T.6, R.9. While
their water conditions are suitable for trout, areas available for
natural reproduction are limited,
and the trout populations are
maintained
through
biennial
stockings of fall fingerlings.
In addition to the above mentioned trout
stocking,
spring
yearling landlocked salmon are
annually stocked in Matagamon
Lake and Lower Togue Pond to
supplement
populations
there.

Maine Fish and Wildlife-Spring 197 5

The South Branch ponds will receive Sunapee trout annually until evidence of good natural reproduction is found. Their progress is being carefully monitored
by fishery research biologists.
Considering the amount of water
in Baxter State Park, fish stocking plays a minor role in comparison to natural reproduction which
maintains populations in most
waters.
fishing regulaC
tions, in 1965 the use or
possession of live fish as bait was
ONCERNING

prohibited for all park waters.
This regulation was established
to prevent the spread of existing
fish species beyond their present
distribution in the park and to
prevent the introduction of new
species. It is essential to prevent
the spread of the non-game fish
species within the park if natural
conditions are to be maintained.
Length limits for the various
cold-water game fish species are
14 inches for lake trout and landlocked salmon, 12 inches for Sunapee trout, and 6 inches for brook
trout in ponds, with no length
limit on brook trout taken from
brooks and streams. Outboard
motors are prohibited on all but
Webster, Matagamon, and Nesowadnehunk lakes. Special regulations on Nesowadnehunk Lake
and Stream restrict fishing to fly
fishing only, and these waters
are closed to all fishing from one
hour after sunset to one hour
before sunrise the following
morning. In addition, fly-fishingonly regulations now exist on 10
ponds in the Nesowadnehunk
Stream drainage, plus Lost Pond
and Foss and Knowlton Pond.
All of these waters are in T.3,
R.10.
The Maine Department. of Inland Fisheries and Game is responsible for fishery management
in Baxter State Park. Present
management objectives are to insure the perpetuation of all fish
species and aquatic life for their

intrinsic and ecological values as
well as for their direct benefits to
man. Native fish populations will
be maintained wherever possible.
In waters where the lack of suitable spawning areas limit natural reproduction, trout populations should be maintained
through stocking. Such a policy,
especially in the more accessible
wa:ters, can help to distribute
fishing pressure among a larger
number of waters and thus maintain a better balance between fishermen and the park waters. In
managing the waters of Baxter
State Park, it is recognized that
the opportunity for good fishing
remains but one facet of the total
wilderness experience in a visit
to the park, and that within the
wilderness concept, quality fishing is not limited to success alone
but, rather, is influenced by a
number of other aesthetic and environmental factors.
Fish introductions to the ponds
high on Mount Katahdin will be
considered only after a thorough
assessment of indigenous aquatic
life is made, and only if these introductions will not detract from
the quality of existing natural
conditions or interfere with other
scientific, educational, and aesthetic uses of these waters. There
are presently no plans to introduce any species to new waters
within the park.
Baxter State Park
Iaquatic
contains a large amount of
habitat with a variety of
N SUMMARY,

native fish species, especially the
eastern brook trout. Through the
benevolence of former Governor
Baxter, the area and all of its resources have been preserved for
future generations. Trout fishing
in the waters of the park has been
a quality recreational activity for
many years, and through careful
fishery management techniques,
the opportunity to fish for trout
in a wilderness environment will
remain another of the priceless
offerings of Baxter State Park.
9

/

Where Are The Ducks??
Hidden in this maze of letters are the names of many different types of ducks. The
names are listed at the right, but they go all different directions in the maze- forward,
backward, up and down - even diagonally! One of them is circled for you, but the rest
is up to you!
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We have received some mail
from our readers, and we're very
happy about it! You fishing
fans will enjoy the poem we received, and I'm sure many of
you feel the same feelings as our
other writer.
A FISHERMAN'S POEM
That big one, that big one!
When will he strike?
I fish in the morning,
At noon and at night.
I put on a pogie,
A plug, then a lure.
What will he strike?
I never am sure.
And then, unexpectedly,
He strikes at my line!
I'm really not ready He picked a bad time.
My heart beats much faster!
My hands start to shake!
He's fighting so hard that
My line's sure to break!
We fight and we battle
For what seems like all day.
Please, Lord, don't let this
Big one get away!
He's up on the rocks;
The battle is won!
When we sit down to eat him,
Won't it be fun?
Reliving the moment
When no one can see.
Would the fish be the winner,
Or would it be me?
Kenny Hodgdon
Scarboro, Maine
Dear KID-BITS,
.. My name is Kathy Reid and
I am nine years old. My father
gets MAINE FISH AND GAME.
I like KID-BITS a lot. I also like
reading the other articles in the
magazine. 1 wish I had some
wild animal to care for. I am
trying to help stop pollution. Is
there any way I could help?
Well, so long for now.
Kathy Reid
East Winthrop, Maine
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HOW

ARE YOU
What does the word "old"
mean to you? Does it mean
older than you, very old, or
just somewhere around a certain age?
There is a saying that "one
person's middle age is another's childhood." But everyone agrees that a mo-year
old person is old. That is a
lot of years for a person to
live.
What about other members
of the animal kingdom,
though? You may not know,
although I think you've heard,
that the giant tortoise has a
record life span-152 years!
And that's old to every other
animal!
On the other end of the
line, think about the May fly,
which has only one day to
live! Or that well-known pest,
the mosquito, whose life span
is also 24 hours. And other
insects who live even shorter
times. How old is old to one
of these?
Between the very old, slowmoving tortoise and the shortlived May fly are many, many
other animals-and their life
spans differ greatly. For instance, swans have been
known to live 102 years, while
a dozen years is old to a chipmunk. Birds generally seem
to live longer than other animals-parrots have lived as
long as 80 years, while owls
make it nearly to 70 and
eagles are old at 55.

;> ;>

•

•

Here is a chart from the
Winchester News Bureau
which gives you an idea about
many other animals.
Animals"

Years

Parrot ( B)
80
Elephant (M)
60
Grt. Horned Owl (B)
68
Alligator (R)
68
Snapping Turtle (R)
57
Eagle (B)
55
Giant Salamander (A) 55
Horse (M)
50
Hippopotamus (M)
49
Chimpanzee (M)
40
Toad (A) ··························- 36
Grizzly Bear (M)
32
Bison (M) ············---···········- 30
Lion (M)
30
Bullfrog (A) ·············-······· 30
Cobra (R)
28
Tiger ( M)
···--···· 25
English Sparrow ( B)
23
Elk (M) ······--·····-····
22
Cottonmouth (R)
21
Mountain Lion (M)
20
Beaver (M) ·······-···············- 19
Wolf (M) ·····-····················· 16
Squirrel (M)
16
Chipmunk (M)
12
Giant Tortoise (R)
152
Box Turtle (R)
.123
Swan (B)
.102
-: · M-Mammals; B.-Birds;
R-Reptiles; A-Amphibians

So, when you see a turtle,
just think about it. He may
have been alive before your
grandparents were born and to us, that's old!
11

to the ground; investigation the
next day showed that the heap of
sticks which once was the eagle's
nest held captive two mediumsized coons. When released, they
wasted no time in scampering off
to a good safe ground den for
the rest of the winter. Why they
had climbed the sixty feet or so
up the pine to take up winter
quarters in the old eagle's nest,
we will never know.

C

By Stephen E. Powell"

of night to dawn's
first faint glow, a masked individual is at large on nearly
every woodland edge in Maine.
The prowler moves close to water, looking for frogs, fish, reptiles, shellfish, fruit, grain, vegetables - almost anything.
Although this subject wears a
permanent black mask and works
mostly at night, his fingerprints
will not be found in any police
station or sheriff's department.
If you look in the mud on woodland brooks, you will find his
tracks, the front feet prints looking almost as if a small child has
put his palms in the mud. This le
raton of the Canadian French, or
Procyon lotor of the professional
biologist, is the common raccoon.
Coons are creatures of the
woodland edge, where hardwoods
are abundant, and are seldom
found in the deep woods. Hollow
trees are the pref erred home or
den of these animals and are
often used by generation after
generation. You can pretty well

I

N THE DARK

'!' The author was the retired
assistant
chief of the Game Division at the time
of his death in May of 1971. This
article, which originally
appeared in
the Spring 1963 issue of MAINE FISH
AND GAME, has been updated for
publication in this issue.
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make up your mind if you find a
"coon tree" that it has been a
coon den before and will be as
long as it continues to stand.
Large hollow oaks with a hole
near the ground and another
opening high up on the trunk are
ideal, as coons like nothing better
than to crawl out on a limb on a
warm February or March day
and sun themselves,
crawling
back into the den when the temperature drops.
Coons sometimes live in rock
dens. A number of years ago,
while cruising a timber lot, I
found a much-used
porcupine
trail leading to a den under a
large shelf rock. In it, there was
an old porcupine, all right, but all
curled up in fur balls were four
young coons. The temperature
was eight degrees above zero, and
apparently the coons felt that
sharing a den with an old "quill
pig" was better than standing
around outside in the cold.
Raccoons are hibernators in a
limited sense but do not assume
the death-like state that woodchucks and chipmunks do. Although several animals may be
found in one den tree, they do
not run in bands except that an
old coon and her young will often
remain together until late fall.
On Swan Island, there was a
tremendous eagle's nest in the
top of an old pine snag. One cold
December night, the tree crashed

to mate for
life. They breed in mid-winter, and four young are usually
born, in April or early May, well
furred but blind. Sometimes the
mother coon will bring forth as
many as six young. These little
fellows grow very rapidly, are
cute, and would make fine pets
were it not for the fact that as
they mature, they cannot be
trusted and will sometimes suddenly bite and seriously injure
the hand that has fed them. Old
raccoons are sullen, dangerous
and untamable. It should also be
noted that the keeping of any
wild animal in captivity is illegal
in Maine.
The raccoon
is a desperate
fighter - capable of killing a dog
of its own weight and size - and
if it gets its foe into the water, it
will whip a much larger animal.
Coons will face any odds with
perfect composure and without
sign of fear. The most formidable enemy of the raccoon, next
to man, is possibly the fisher,
which may explain the scarcity of
raccoons in the deep woods where
the fisher makes his home.
No matter where a coon spends
his daytime, nightly he will be
found close to water. Coons eat
almost
anything,
their
food
changing with the seasons and
availability. With this kind of
diet, they sometimes
grow as
large as twenty to twenty-five
pounds when mature.
Many stories are told about
their washing their food before
eating.
There is considerable
O~NS ARE BELIEVED
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controversy among naturalists,
hunters, and pet owners over
this. We know that some coons
in captivity in a pen will put their
food in the water dishes. Many
persons have seen coons swish
food and other objects in water,
while others contend wild coons
wash practically nothing.
Could it be that coons have personalities and act as individuals,
some pref erring to wash their
food, some not, some being surly,
some gentle, each with its own
preferences and idiosyncrasies?
Occasionally, they raid garbage
cans which are left out in the

Maine Fish and Wildlife-Spring 1975

open. They are also great predators on wild duck nests, and it is
next to impossible for a wild duck
to bring off a hatch if there is a
large coon population on the same
marsh.
Raiding corn fields is another
of their bad habits, so the Legislature has granted the fish and
game commissioner the right to
declare an open season on coons
where such damage is being done.

.

of the past
history of coons as a source
of food and fur for our forefathers, fur coats for college boys in

W

the 1920's and 30's, and then
sheared collars for milady's new
cloth wraps, it helps to diminish
the effect of damage done. Many
hours of enjoyment are had by
that group of sportsmen who venture forth with flashlights on
dark nights to listen to their
favorite hounds give voice to the
fact that the raccoon is still
found in every portion of its
ancient range, ready to give anybody's dog a run for his money.

HEN ONE THINKS

Adult raccoons normally weigh 15 to
20 pounds; the largest on record in
Maine was 25 pounds.
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"WHADDY A MEAN, fifteen
trout puts me over the limit? I
caught my limit of eight yesterday, but only seven so far today."
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"GOLLY,
didn't intend
A re you sure
aren't legal
Pond?"

SAD TALES with their
countless
variations
are
heard all too often, and not only
from deliberate "poacher" types,
either. The problem seems to be
relatively simple-sportsmen
are
not properly informed. The solution is not necessarily so simple,
as law enforcement needs attention from both sides-from
the
enforcing officer as well as the
sportsman.
The first two "quotes" point
out the perennial problem of the
sportsman who does not read the
law summary which is readily

T
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HESE

By Charles

OFFICER, I sure
to violate the law.
these six inch trout
fare from Coffee

S. Allen

Chief Warden

available to him. Prominently located in the general fishing laws
section, under "Daily Bag and
Possession
Limits,"
the first
statement reads "No person shall
take, catch, kill, or have in possession (emphasis added) during
any one day ... more than 8
fish . . ." The first fisherman
knew of the daily limit but was
blissfully unaware that the eight

fish limit covered total possession
as well as the daily take.
Also in the fishing laws summary, listed under Cumberland
County in the section entitled
"Waters with Special Fishing and
Boating Regulations," the statement for Coffee Pond in Casco
includes "Minimum length on
Sunapee trout, 12 inches." The
second fisherman obviously failed
to check to see if Coffee Pond had
any special regulations.
Enforcement officer , primarily
the district game warden and his
immediate supervisor, also are
Maine Fish and Wildlife-Spring 1975

P E R S 0 N AL

0 R DE R

If you,are now a subscriber
or your subscription
recently
expired, PLEASE ATTACH A MAILING
LABEL or copy it at right,
including
all letter & number coding.
Check

0
0
0

subscription

3.50*

3 yrs. (12 issues)

4.75*

mail to foreign
U.S.A.

--1

A.P.0.

275
or F.P.0.),

Send to:
Circulation Section
Maine Fish & Wildlife
Magazine
284 State Street

per year.

add $1.00.

Augusta, Me. 04333

one box

New subscription
Renew

expired

subscription

Extend

present

active

0

New

0

Renewal

Please check, if you're

0

sure.

Please send MAINE FISH & WILDLIFE Magazine to my friends listed.
I enclose $2.00* for each one-year subscription, $3.50* for each two·
year subscription, $4.75* for each three-year subscription.
(Check or
money order should be made payable to "Treasurer, State of !Maine,"
and sent with subscription form to address below.)

275

Christmas Gift?

Place my name

---------------on

Send gift card to me to mail. My name
My address

I

#1

Make check or money order
payable to "Treasurer,
State of
Maine," and enclose
with order.

subscription

GIFT SUBSCRIPTION

O

1 Year

O

2 Years

O

gift card(s)

and mail to recipient(s).

-----------------------------------------

3 Years

11...----------,I
#2

O

O

1 Year

2 Years

Send
PLEASE
PRINT ... and don't forget
Zip Code.
Use additional
sheets if necessary. Please put
your name and address on reverse
side.

T

HESE SAD TALL

..

_

countless
variations
are
heard all too often, and not only
from deliberate "poacher" types,
either. The problem seems to be
relatively simple-sportsmen are
not properly informed. The solution is not necessarily so simple,
as law enforcement needs attention from both sides-from the
enforcing officer as well as the
sportsman.
The first two "quotes" point
out the perennial problem of the
sportsman who does not read the
law summary which is readily
16

Zip Code

State

City or Town

addresses: $3.00 additional
(except

Please check

0
0
0

1--A_d_d_re_s_s

$2.00*

2 yrs. (8 issues)

*Outside

Name

1-----------------------1

desired:

1 yr. (4 issues)

O Air

Please send MAINE FISH & WILDLIFE Magazine to the
address below: PLEASEPRINT

available to him. Prominently located in the general fishing laws
section, under "Daily Bag and
Possession Limits," the first
statement reads "No person shall
take, catch, kill, or have in possession (emphasis added) during
any one day . . . more than 8
fish ... " The first fisherman
knew of the daily limit but was
blissfully unaware that the eight

3 Years

to:

Circulation Section
Maine Fish & Wildlife Magazine
284 State Street
Augusta, Me. 04333

--

Chief Warden

0

-

-----

_....,

_.

.J:_..._,.._,_.._,.._,

__

as well as the daily take.
Also in the fishing laws summary, listed under Cumberland
County in the section entitled
"Waters with Special Fishing and
Boating Regulations," the statement for Coffee Pond in Casco
includes "Minimum length on
Sunapee trout, 12 inches." The
second fisherman obviously failed
to check to see if Coffee Pond had
any special regulations.
Enforcement officers, primarily
the di trict game warden and his
immediate supervisor, also are
Maine Fish and Wildlife-Spring 1975

concerned with proper information, but from a different point of
view. In order to help keep the
public properly informed, informational
pamphlets
must be
available
in adequate
supply
through all hunting and fishing
license agencies, a well distributed system of information centers throughout the state. Of
course, another method of informing the errant sportsman is
to issue a summons for an infraction of a regulation or statute.
The 4,305 violations detected
by fish and game wardens last
year do indicate a problem that
needs close scrutiny. Perhaps a
better method of informing the
sporting public is needed to keep
the unwary from unintentionally
breaking a rule or regulation.
Certainly the public should be
aware of what to expectand
why-if a wildlife protection law
is violated.
The Burden of Law Enforcement.
If you feel that sportsmen have

it plenty tough complying with
all of the complicated laws and
regulations, how about taking a
look at the enforcement problems
through another pair of eyesthe eyes of the game warden. The
warden is the one who must play
the part of "field" judge and
jury, diplomat, master tactician,
and wildlife law's "long arm"
whenever a violation is encountered. It is certainly true that the
courts decide the ultimate fate
of the accused, but a realistic
view sees the warden making onthe-spot decisions every time a
violation or near-violation is
found.
One question you might ask is
what happens if that unforgivable mistake is finally made-by
you. Once a summons to appear
in court has been issued to you,
there are certain procedures you
should know about.
Some counties do not require
involved officers to be present at
court time, but in any event,
Maine Fish and Wildlife-Spring 1975

either the officer or his notes on
the case are presented in evidence
to the judge. If the officer checking your violation seems slow in
writing his notes, remember that
his testimony or notes, as the
case may be, may keep the possible fine within reason.
Court procedures have changed
since the municipal and trial justice system was abolished several
years ago. Violations are now
heard in district courts except
those violations that occur more
than 50 miles from the nearest
court. Then the warden can use
the cash bail system, in which he
accepts a cash bail from the violator. If the violator chooses not
to appear in court on the specified date, the bail is forfeited to
the court and the case is settled.
Your Day in Court. As a defendant appearing in court, you have
certain rights, and there are obligations under which you should
conduct yourself. You should
know with what offense you're
being charged and what the possible consequences may be if you
are found guilty, such as amount
of fine or jail sentence. Until you
are proven guilty, the court will
presume you to be innocent, so a
plea of "not guilty" will assure
that a hearing will be held. A
"guilty" plea sees the court considering any information or
statement that you might wish to
offer.
A court trial for a misdemeanor
might be drab compared with
some of the TV judicial brawls,
for a jury trial will be held only
if you waive district court and
go to the superior court. If you
don't, the judge will do just as
his title implies-judge the case
before him.
The trial usually consists of
testimony by the officer and any
witnesses for the State, a chance
for you or your attorney to cross
examine all witnesses, and presentation of testimony by you (or for
you) and any defense witnesses.

Whether you're represented by an
attorney or anyone else, you are
not obligated to testify. Lack of
your testimony certainly doesn't
constitute evidence against you,
but of course you may testify if
you so desire.
Assuming you've been found
guilty, remember that the basis
for penalty within statutory limitations may involve several factors. The offense itself and circumstances, your past record, and
even your behavior during the investigation of the offense may be
considered by the judge. If your
plea was not guilty, yet the court
found you guilty, the penalty will
not reflect the obvious disparity
between plea and decision.
The present range of fines for
lesser violations under Fish and
Game Department jurisdiction is
a minimum of $20 to a $500 maximum, and a possible jail sentence
up to 90 days in addition. More
serious offenses may draw fines
from $200 to $1,000 and up to 90
days in jail. All fines imposed by
the court are due and payable immediately. Incidentally, the warden gets no percentage or "cut" of
the fine. He receives a straight
weekly salary not contingent on
revenue from court cases. The
fine money collected by the courts
for fish and game law violations is
returned to the Department of Inland Fisheries and Game. Revenue from fines collected last year
amounted to $165,841.
Please understand that this list
of court rights is by no means
complete, but is merely a brief
coverage of some of the more important rights and procedures directly affecting you and your day
in court. Confusing points and
questions should be directed to
any -eompetent legal authority of
your choice.
In addition to rights, there are
some obligations you should recognize. You should consider it a
duty to appear in court on the
proper date and time. A good
way to get off on the wrong foot
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with the judge is to talk when
you shouldn't, or chew gum, or
otherwise interfere with normal
courtroom procedure.
Let's hope this brief but sobering court review will be your only
contact with our judicial system.

Statutes and Regulations. Why
are wildlife statutes and regulations needed? Laws are the outgrowth of protection for a renewable resource - the wildlife
of
Maine. Since 1821, when Maine's
first legislature enacted a bill establishing a 25¢ bounty on crows,
wildlife laws have grown enormously in numbers and scope. The
statutes that are enacted by t~e
legislature usually concern the
general framework within which
the Fish and Game Department
must operate. License fees, penalties, and any changes in the

legal status of certain wildlife
species are some of the items determined by the legislature.
Within the permissive framework of the statutes, the fish and
game commissioner may establish
seasons, bag limits, and other restrictions with which to maintain
an adequate, healthy population
of many game species of animals,
birds, and fish in Maine. Such
"commissioner
actions"
are
known as "regulations" and are
backed by the appropriate statutory authority. Regulations are
needed in addition to statutes to
handle changes necessary
for
proper management of fish and
game from year to year. This
flexibility
allows optimum
resource use and keeps Maine at
the top of the fish and game management field.
Legislative
deliberations
are

ecologogriphs
ACROSS

1. Obtained by dry distillation of resinous woods.
6. Quantity of water that will cover one
acre one inch deep: _
-inch.
10. Lariat.
12. To rear or train.
15. Our only weasel-like mammal with
black-tipped tail.
17. A mild curd cheese.
18. Oxygen (chem. sym.).
19. Initials of common names for: Mustela
erminea; Felis concolor.
20. Compass point.
21. The claw of a bird of prey.
23. Continent (abbrev.).
24. Football posit ion (abbrev.).
26. The barb of a feather.
28. Hybrid between bison and domestic
cow.
30. Germanium (chem. sym.).
31. Perch, crappies, sunfish, etc.:
_
fish.
33. Age indicator of a tree.
36. Knock Out.
37. The Baltimore oriole: -bird.
38. Large rodent of Central and South
America.
39. Number of pups born to the fur seal.
41. 43,560 square feet (abbrev.).
42. Collegiate
athletic association (abbrev.).
45. Type "A" campground in National
Park System:
Trace Parkway.
50. Our only weasel-like animal with
webbed feet: River---·
52. A slender spine or prickle.
53. Eggs.
55. Winter sport:
fishing.
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guided by a committee system
made up by members of both the
Senate and House. These committees pass on all proposed legislation concerning the Fish and
Game Department before it is introduced on the floor of either
chamber. During regular session,
the Legislature can and does receive many proposals
intended
mainly to improve statute content
for the betterment of the resource
involved.
I feel that with a dedicated legislative Fisheries and Wildlife
Committee and a Commissioner
who thinks only for the welfare
of the wildlife, the sportsmen of
the State of Maine will continue
to enjoy for many years to come
the type of hunting and fishing
that they have been accustomed
to.
•

test your outdoor knowledge
56. Apparatus for catching Crangon vulgaris.
58. A small bay, creek, or inlet (Scot.).
59. Geese formation.
60. The Tarheel State (abbrev.).
61. Pertaining to cats.
DOWN
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
11.
13.
14.
16.
22.
23.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
32.
34.
35.
40.

Oxygen producing plant.
Bush pilot's transportation.
A male sheep.
Animal mainly responsible for forest
fires.
Very rare, small Hawaiian bird with
parrot-like bill.
Hindmost division of the arthropod
body.
The sandhill or whooping --Edge of a canyon.
Printer's measure.
To make fishing flies.
A deep-sea animal.
A black-tailed gazelle.
To whiten, as a plant kept from sunlight.
Aluminum (abbrev.).
Peg to which tent's guy wires are attached.
Volcano in eastern Sicily.
Door of a tent.
Neptunium (chem. syrn.).
Primer of a cartridge or shell case.
Gold (chem. sym.).
Are rabbits furred when born?
Initials of common names for: Procyon
lotor: Canis latrans.
Hollow-horned ruminant.
Game that is not stocked.

41. Refers to part of seashore between
tide marks.
43. Raccoon - like mammal of tropical
America.
44. Dress feathers with beak, as a bird.
46. Excellent campfire wood.
47. The "sea swallow."
48. The thigh of a hog.
49. One of 5 divisions of the earth's surface.
51. Ecological prefix.
54. Fine parchment made from calf skin
(abbrev.).
56. Sailing vessel (abbrev.).
57. Initials of common names for: Erethizon dorsatum; Martes pennanti.
62. Compass point.
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winter ranges on world map outlines. Hard cover. $6. 95.
The House of Life, by Paul
Brooks. 197 4. Fawcett Publications, Inc., New York. 320 pages.
Subtitled Rachel Carson at Work
this book contains previously un~
published writings by the noted
conservationist and writer. Illustrated with photographs of Miss
Carson and cartoons that appeared after she wrote Silent
Spring. Paperback. $1.75.
Listed here are books or articles
on subjects of interest to those
who enjoy the outdoors. These
notes are set forth mainly to call
your attention to the publications.
If we have been able to evaluate
a publication and recommend it,
we will do so; but a lack of comment does not mean that the book
is not deserving.

Gytenbeek. 1972. Lippincott. 146
pages. With excellent color photographs, Part I (by Albert Hazzard) treats the life of the rainbow trout. Van Gytenbeek in Part
II details the story of the Trout
Unlimited organization and its
work on behalf of clean water
(and healthy fish populations).
Hard cover. $8.95.

Getting the Most out of Modern
Water/ owling, by John 0. Cartier. 197 4. St. Martin's Press,
New York. 396 pages. Written
by the Midwest Field Editor of
Outdoor Life, this book has as its
most important
objective the
guiding of old and new waterfowling enthusiasts along the correct trail of hunting skills-says
the jacket description-showing
how modern techniques have revolutionized the sport. Hard cover.
$10.95.

Where to Fish in Maine, by David
O'Connor. 1975. One of a series of
travel/recreation books published by
J. Weston Walch, Portland, Maine.
A no-nonsense book - written for
fishermen by a fisherman - about
where and how to catch fresh-water
fish in Maine. Well illustrated with
photographs and survey maps of
many of the recommended waters.
Paperback. $3.95

The World of the Wood Duck, by
F. Eugene Hester and Jack Dermid. 1973. Another in the LIVING WORLD series published by
J. B. Lippincott Co., Philadelphia
and New York. Like the 30 or so
other titles in this series, it is well
done, generously illustrated, and
quite complete without being too
technical. Hard cover. $5.95.

The Way of a Trout, by R. P. Van
Maine Fish and Wildlife-Spring 197 5

The View from Hawk Mountain
by Michael Harwood. 1973. Pub~
lished
by Charles
Scribner's
Sons, New York. Hawk Mountain, in eastern Pennsylvania, is a
traditional spot to observe hawks
migrating from Canada southward. This is the story of the
area and the work that is carried
out there. $6.95.
Ducks, Geese, and Sioams, by Oscar J. Merne. 1974. St. Martin's
Press, New York. 160 pages. Describes 140 species; has color illustrations; shows breeding and

The Stream Conservation Handbook, edited by J. Michael Migel.
197 4. Crown Publishers, New
York. 242 pages. This is a handbook on stream conservation designed especially for fishermen
with chapters by authorities i~
this field. It is praised in the introduction by Nathaniel P. Reed,
Assistant Secretary for Fish and
Wildlife and Parks in the Department of the Interior. Hard cover.
$7.95.
The Sea Is All About Us, by
Sarah Fraser Robbins and Clarice
M. Yentsch. 1973. 162 pages.
University Press of New England, Hanover, N.H. Illustrated
with photographs and drawings.
This is a guidebook to seashore
populations of marine organisms
in northern New England waters.
Hard cover, spiral bound. $5.95.
Placing American Wildlife Management in Perspective.
1974.
The Wildlife Management Institute, Wire Building, Washington,
D.C. 32 pages. This little booklet
is an excellent and factual resu- ·
me on wildlife management and
sport hunting in the United
States. It will be especially valuable to sportsmen to help them
explain their sport and the many
useful programs they finance with
their license fees and special taxes. Single copies are 25¢ each
from the Institute.
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OULD YOU LIKE TO BE a

Maine guide? Well, it's
harder than it looks!
Every summer, young men and
women from Maine camps gather
at a secluded site on the shore
of Mooselookmeguntic Lake to
"make or break" in comprehensive testing of their outdoor
skills. The Junior Maine Guides
Testing Camp, organized in 1937
by the Maine Legislature, is just
what its name implies. The objective is not to teach outdoor
living, but to test the potential
guides on what they know.
The testing is complete - and
stringent.
Only about one-third
pass the examination of knowledge and skills during the fourday stay. And what is the goal?
A certificate signed by Maine's
Fish and Game commissioner but far more important than t at,
t
con en gai d f
p oving to one's self that the outdoors
can be a mighty good friend.
Candidates are sent to JMG
primarily by private Maine summer camps, after their training
has been completed there. The
examiners are nominally reimbursed for their services from the
JMG entrance fees.
Girls attend separate sessions
from boys - this arrangement is
preferable to all.
The land, site of the testing
camp for the past decade, is
available through the generosity
of former state senator Shelton
Noyes of Rangeley.
Camp Director "Mac" Murphy
and a staff of eight assistants
lead the candidates through a
battery of tests, as individuals
and as groups. Axemanship, canoeing, cooking, first aid, trip
planning, survival camping, map
and compass, tree identification,
safety, hunting and fishing laws
- all are covered in four tiring
days.
The Junior Maine Guide Program does not earn anyone a
guide's license. It is rather an attempt to preserve skills of outdoor living, with an emphasis on
leadership. And it succeeds! •

•
Take ten minutes to build a fire with wet
wood. Light it and boil a cup of water in
ten more. It may sound easy, but
Some make it

And others don't

Camping

Pests

Don't Let 'em Get You

Do

w

n
! •'

By Donald F. Mairs,
Maine Pesticides

Supervisor
Control Board

your
hands on the keys to that
new camper or maybe a cottage by the lake, or you're basking in the happy glow of anticipation that only that kind of
ownership can bring; springtime
fishing trips, summer swims,
maybe a deer hunting jaunt, are
all crowded together in your
mind. Far be it from us to disturb this pleasant atmosphere,
but we do hope you'll stop to consider that outdoor recreation also
carries with it a number of major responsibilities, not the least
of which is your responsibility to
the environment.
As an example, you may be
aware that persistent pesticides
are among our most widespread
environmental contaminants, but
did it ever strike you that spending more time outdoors may increase your family's pesticide use
by more than 100 per cent? Mosquitoes, blackflies, midges, algae,
water weeds, bats, and bloodsuckers may not be foremost in your
mind as you look forward to years
of pleasure from your cottage
or camper, but chances are you'll
encounter some of these in the
days ahead, and the way in which
you react will tell a great deal
about how much you really care
about your environment.
Since we're going to be talking
about pests and pesticides, let's
start with a few definitions. For
purposes of this discussion, a pest

S
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0 YOU'VE JUST gotten

can be defined as something which
is living or growing where someone doesn't want it to be, and a
pesticide is a chemical which is
used to kill or repel that pest. So,
a pest can be anything from a
water lily to a coyote ; some
people find both organisms highly
desirable,
while others
can't
stand 'em! It all depends on your
point of view. By the same token,
pesticides range from copper sulfate, used to control algae, to the
warfarin baits placed to kill a
passing mouse or squirrel.
We have said that camp ownership could cause a very major
increase in your family's pesticide use; we also said that whether or not an organism is a pest
depends largely on your point of
view. Let's put these two ideas
together while we consider some
of the complaints most often received from campowners.
We'll start with bats. Bats are
one of the most interesting of all
mammals, yet one of the least
understood and most feared by
the general public. Some people
rush for the telephone to call the
exterminator at the sight of a
single bat flitting by in the dusk,
while others are able to relax,
get their hands on a mammal
book, and let the kids enjoy a
first-class nature lesson. Even
if a bat or two decides to roost
around your eaves, there's no
cause for panic. Of course, you
shouldn't pick up a bat because,
like most wild mammals, he's
apt to bite in self defense; and,

also like most wild mammals,
there's a chance that he might
have some wildlife disease such
as rabies. But you can forget the
old wives' tale about the bat purposely trying to entangle himself
in your hair.
Too many bats living in or
around a camp can constitute a
genuine nuisance, and some control is then indicated to prevent
soiled walls and floors, as well as
lost sleep. In these cases, excluding the bats by screening openings at night while the animals
are out flying is the best bet; but
you must be very painstaking, as
bats can make it through some
tiny holes. Moth balls scattered
about will repel bats in some
cases, but this is usually only a
temporary solution.
The real point, though, is that
you should
carefully
decide
whether or not you actually have
a problem requiring control measures. If you do, and if you can't
handle it yourself, then you may
well need professional assistance.
Think it over first, and decide
which is worse, a couple of bats
in the yard or someone squirting
chemicals around your camp.
More space may have been devoted to bats than the problem
warrants; they really aren't that
much of a nuisance, but they are
a classic example of the "spray
or not to spray" dilemma. Doubtless, mice and squirrels pose more
genuine difficulties, but they are
quite easily controlled by exclusion, scattering mothballs, trapMaine Fish and Wildlife-Spring 197 5

ping, or, in the case of mice, placing baits containing the pesticide
known as warfarin.
Strychnine
baits and tracking powders containing chemicals such as. DDT
are not recommended for mice
and squirrels.
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REQUENTLY,

CAMP LOT OWNERS

seek information on how to
remove rooted aquatic weeds from
their shore front; almost invariably, they wish to use a chemical,
in hopes of eliminating the problem overnight with very little
effort. Often forgotten is the fact
that the aquatic plants grow
where they do because of a favorable combination of physical,
chemical, and biological factors.
One should not purchase marshy
frontage with an eye to turning
it into something else, because
this cannot be accomplished without considerable effort and expense, disruption of the natural
environment, and, likely enough,
violation of several state laws.
So, where does all this leave the
property owner with 100 feet of
weedy frontage who wants to
clear a section for swimming or
boat launching? First, he should
realize that whatever he does will

almost certainly have an adverse
effect on fish food and cover, and
possibly on waterfowl and furbearers as well, so the disruption
should be kept to a minimum.

methods such as cutting, pulling,
raking, or chain-dragging. This
last approach involves physical
labor, but a little more exercise
wouldn't hurt most of us and we
can get a lot of satisfaction from
such a project.
While we're on the subject of
weeds, what about the algal
blooms that are increasingly apparent in some ponds? To begin
with, some ponds have natural
blooms and have had for many
years; most such blooms will be
accomplished by natural
processes, can be lived with quite
nicely, and should not result in a
clamor for chemical control. In
those cases where blooms reach
genuine
nuisance
proportions
(and such cases are, happily,
quite rare in Maine), chemical
control by a licensed custom applicator who will treat the whole
lake, and who has a specific permit from the Pesticides Control
Board to do so, can afford some
relief. Such relief is often temporary, however, especially when
a serious algal problem exists.
In any case, camp owners
should bear in mind that excessive
algal growths are caused by excessive
nutrient
enrichment,
which, in turn, is often speeded
by too numerous or improperly
constructed septic systems around
the lakeshore.
Algal control,
therefore, constitutes an attack

" ... you should carefully decide whether or not
you actually have a problem requiring control
measures."
Second, he should bear in mind
that chemical treatment of indi-

vidual lot frontage on Maine
ponds and lakes is expensive, and,
with the exception of a few plant
species, usually ineffective. Third,
he should remember that it is il-

legal to undertake such chemical
treatment without a permit from
the Pesticides Control Board. And
finally, he should be aware that

he can do a pretty fair job of
weed clearance by mechanical
Maine Fish and Wildlife-Spring 197S

on the symptoms rather than the
problem itself and may be roughly akin to taking half a bottle of
aspirin in an effort to cure appendicitis; in either case, you may
feel better for a while, but you've
still got the problem !
In a discussion of aquatic nuisances, we might mention bloodsuckers or leeches. These flattened, wormlike creatures swim
gracefully through the water,
often striking terror into the
hearts of those who realize that

leeches feed on blood and that
some kinds are not a verse to
getting it from humans. You may
camp on some lakes for a lifetime
and never see a bloodsucker, or
you may find to your dismay
that your frontage supports a
thriving population.
If you're in the latter category,
your first thought will probably
be in the direction of chemical
control. It is indeed possible in
some cases to kill or repel leeches
with some compounds; but usually the amounts required are also
sufficient to kill fish and other
desirable aquatic organisms, and
these large amounts of chemicals
have to be used frequently. Since
any such treatment in public waters requires a permit from the
Pesticides Control Board, and
since it probably won't work if
you are concerned with anything
but a small farm pond, we suggest that you consider alternatives.
Baits of bloody meat placed in
shallow water at night will sometimes attract bloodsuckers, which
can be removed and killed in the
morning. Most effective, though,
is the removal from your frontage of such cover as stumps,
sunken trash, old tires, etc.;
often this alone will greatly
reduce your leech problem. It
is reported also that domestic
ducks enjoy feeding on leeches
even more than leeches like humans, so the addition of a duck
or two to your shorefront scenery
may well provide some biological
control, especially if you have
eliminated
the sunken
litter
which provides the leeches with
places to escape and hide. "Get
to know 'em and you'll love 'em"
is, unfortunately, a very difficult
philosophy to apply to leeches.
MEMBER of the local
fauna upon which you may
look with disfavor is your friendly neighborhood snake. We get
very few requests for snake control recommendations, but those
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which come in are usually presented in a pretty urgent light.
Remember, though, that there is
no acceptable record of a native
poisonous snake being collected
in Maine since the last rattler bit
the dust back about the time of
the Civil War. Our snakes today
come in various species and
shades, but all are interesting and
harmless, and some are actually
beneficial. If you're really terrified of snakes, though, you should
ask a few questions about their
abundance before you buy your
lot or cottage, as we have a few
ponds which offer very favorable
habitat for water snakes, and
these large reptiles, while not
poisonous, are often ill-natured
and aren't very popular with the
swimming public.
Probably the most frequent of
all "camper" complaints concerns
the mosquito and blackfly populations which abound in this part
of the country. In these twentieth century days of luxury and
ease, people tend to forget that
previous
generations,
armed
with only insect repellents and
smudge pots, still enjoyed life
in the woods. Today, the first
thought
of a camper, when
lunched upon by a mosquito, is
often "let's spray!" Before you
reach for the telephone or aerosol,
though, consider a few basic biological facts about these pests.
Many campers are under the
impression that nuisance mosquitoes originate in their lakes and
streams or in empty cans, rain
barrels, etc., but this is not the
case in Maine. Here, most pest

" ... there is no acceptable record of a native
poisonous snake being collected in Maine
since ... about the time of the Civil War."
variety, which comes mostly from
temporary pools in the woods,
usually produces one generation
per year, and has relatively short
flight ranges.
Both types are most easily controlled in the larval or "wiggler"
stage, but this sort of control requires some degree of co-operation on the neighborhood level;
there is little point in one property owner treating his snowmelt pools or salt marsh if his
neighbor's property is teeming
with untreated breeding spots. If
you .wait until the mosquito
adults are a-wing and a-bitingas most people do-you'll find
mosquito spraying to be an expensive and probably a temporary
measure which again requires the
co-operation
of adjoining landowners for best results.
The
most effective control programs
are those operated by towns or
multi-township "districts," where
a trained entomologist supervises
crews and decides which of a
variety of chemical and physical
control options will provide the
best nuisance abatement while
minimizing environmental hazards. Not surprisingly, these operations are very expensive.
ARE a different
problem, as they breed mostly in cold, well-oxygenated
trout
streams. Larval control without
causing fish kills is possible, but
it can be a tricky proposition be-
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LACKFLIES

"Some of these 'pest' species, viewed in a
different light, can add a good deal of interest
to the camping experience, and to life in
general."
are of two types-the
salt marsh variety, which breeds

mosquitoes

in pools in tidal marshes, produces several generations a year,
and flies long distances in its
search for food ; and the woodland
24

cause of the chance of adverse
long-term effects from adding insecticides directly to the water.
Adult blackfly populations can be
greatly reduced by spraying, but
here again, the result is usually

temporary. In contrast to mosquitoes, blackflies cease to be a
problem in most parts of the
state by mid-summer, although a
few areas support these pests until frost.
Control of mosquitoes, blackflies, and other biting flies is a
highly technical proposition. Do
not undertake it lightly or hire
the first operator who comes by,
offering to rid your grounds of
various obnoxious creatures. We
recommend that before becoming
involved with extensive biting fly
control of any sort, you contact
your University Extension Service.
We hope this rather lengthy
consideration of some of the pest
situations you might encounter
will not discourage you from the
pleasures of shorefront ownership or back country camping,
but we also hope that it may help
you to confront these problems in
a way that is environmentally
responsible. Many of the native
creatures that we consider pests
were here long before we were,
and they're apt to be here after
we;ve departed. Some of these
"pest" species, viewed in a different light, can add a good deal of
interest to the camping experience and to life in general. Before
you attempt control, especially
with chemicals which might place
additional burdens on an already
stressed environment, stop to consider how much of a problem you
really have and whether there are
non-chemical methods to satisfy
your requirements.
If chemical
control is indicated, proceed carefully, preferably on the advice of
specialists who can help you keep
your control efforts in tune with
ecological realities. Listed at right
are some sources of information
which can be of value in helping
you enjoy the outdoors responsibly!
•
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9 a.m. to 3 p.m., Wednesdays
through Fridays, and 12 noon to
5 p.m. on weekends. After June
15, hours of operation will be
from 9 to 5 daily.

WORTH A VISIT
The Scarborough Marsh Nature Center, a joint project of the
Fish and Game Department and
the Maine Audubon Society, is
now open for its third season.
Permanent features at the Nature Center include slide shows,
a self-guided nature trail, guided
tours throughout the marsh,
aquariums, and exhibits depicting
various aspects of marsh life.
There are also changing, temporary exhibits on various marsh
environment themes.
During its first two years of
operating, a total of more than
26,000 people visited the Center,
most undoubtedly leaving with a
new understanding of the marsh
environment.
Located on Route 9, between
Route 1 and Pine Point in Scarborough, the Center is open to
the public, free of charge, from

PESTS

Mosquitoes, blackflies
other insects
Bats, squirrels, snakes,
birds, other wildlife
Algae, water weeds,
leeches (bloodsuckers)

ATTENTION,
NONRESIDENT HUNTERS
On April 1 - April Fool's Day
- a law went into effect in
Massachusetts that is no joke for
nonresident hunters who have to
pass through that state on their
way to Maine.
The new law provides a mandatory minimum sentence of one
year in jail for anyone found
guilty of violating any of the existing Massachusetts gun laws no suspended sentence, no parole,
no probation.
If you do not live in Massachusetts but are passing through
that state with rifles or shotguns,
you don't have anything to worry

INFORMATION SOURCES
Co-operative Extension Service
University of Maine, Orono 04473
U. S. Fish & Wildlife Service
Federal Bldg., Augusta, ME 04330
Aquatic Biology Division, Maine Dept.
of Environmental Protection
State House, Augusta, ME 04333
and/or
Fishery Division, Maine Dept. of
Inland Fisheries and Game
284 State St., Augusta, ME 04333
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about provided you keep them
unloaded and enclosed in a case.
Handguns are another matter;
in order to transport them lawfully through Massachusetts,
nonresidents must have in their
possession a temporary license,
issued by the Massachusetts Department of Public Safety, for a
fee of one dollar. In order to obtain this license, the applicant
must fulfill several requirements
including filling out an application form, providing two photographs of himself, fingerprints,
and a letter from his local chief
of police attesting to his good
character and noting any criminal
record of the applicant. This license is good for 30 days and is
renewable on a 30 day basis.
For more information, or to obtain a handgun license application
form, contact the Massachusetts
Department of Public Safety,
Firearms Record Section, 1010
Commonwealth Ave., Boston, MA
02215.
DEER SEASON DATES
The 1975 deer hunting dates
were scheduled to be announced
on May 12 - too late to be included in this issue. Anyone who
is unaware of this year's season
dates can obtain them from the
Fish and Game Department's
Augusta office or from field personnel.
Season dates are set annually
by the Fish and Game Commissioner after the Commissioner
and the Department's Advisory
Council hear reports from field
personnel on the status of the
deer herd in their regions. These
reports include evaluations of
how the herd fared through the
critical winter period.
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DUPLICATE SU BSCRI PTl'ONS?
Since recently converting our mailing list system, we've noticed that several subscribers have more than one
subscription, and usually at least one of these is a gift.
If this is the case with your subscription(s), we'll be glad to combine them into one - if you wish. Just
let us know, and remember that we must have ALL the information on labels which are different in any way.
Here's how to read the essential information on your new labels (starting with spring 197 5):

BOATING REMINDER: Maine
law now requires that every boat or
canoe that uses any kind of a motor
of any size must be registered with
the Division of Watercraft Registration and Safety, 284 State St.,
Augusta.
1975 LICENSE FEES
Resident
Hunting (under 16) .....
$ 1.50
Hunting (16 and older).
6.50
Combination hunting and fishing . . . . . . . . . .
10.50
Fishing . . . . . .
6.50
Archery . . .
6. 50
Fishing" 3-day
6.50
"(Exchangeable for season) .50
Nonresident

Successful ice fisherman Tom Schaefer (right), Bradley, had his catch of lake
trout measured and weighed last winter by Trout Unlimited members Dr.
Fred
Savage (left), Bangor, and Al Cormier, Brewer. Members of the Sunkhaze Stream
Chapter of Trout Unlimited volunteered their time every Sunday during the ice
fishing season to conduct a creel census at Branch Lake near Ellsworth
in a cooperative project with the Department's Fishery Division.
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Big game (necessary for deer
and bear)
. $46.50
Small game....
22.50
Small game, junior
(under15)..
12.50
Archery
42.50
Fishing: season . . . . . . . 15. 50
Fishing: 3-day.
6.50
Fishing: 7-day.
7.50
Fishing" 15-day
10.50
¥(Exchangeableforseason) 5.50
For other fees. please write to
the Department
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WARDEN OF THE YEAR:
John Robertson
of Portage was
recently named Maine's Warden of the Year by the Northeast
Conservation
Law Enforcement
Chiefs Association.
He was
cited for his high standards of integrity, honesty, initiative, devotion to duty, and for constantly giving to his job and the Fish
and Game Department
more of himself than is expected.
Robertson
spends many off-duty hours in voluntary
non-law
enforcement
activities such as automotive,
snowmobile, and outboard motor repairs, firearms servicing, and canoe re-building.
He is also known for his desire and willingness to break in new
wardens, the results of which will benefit the Department
for
years to come.
A native of Caribou, Robertson, 37, has been a member of the
Warden Service for 12 years.
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CLEAN-UP CREATES JOBS: At least 2,700 people will be directly employed in Maine during the next four years in
the construction of water pollution control facilities, according to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. In addition to those, another 4,800 or more will be indirectly involved in related construction, fabrication, engineering, and
design programs. More than $140 million will be spent during the four year period on the construction of the new
waste-water collection lines and treatment facilities; the federal government will pay 75 per cent of that amount, with
matching grants of 15 per cent from the state and 10 per cent from municipalities.
ANSWER TO PUZZLE
ON PAGE 18
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MORE ON JMG
The picture story on pages 20
and 21 of this issue concerns the
Junior Maine Guides - and space
limitations made it necessary to
omit some pertinent information
about this interesting program.
The campers involved in the
Junior Maine Guides program itself are from 14 to 21 years of
age. There are two training programs for younger campers, however, the Maine Junior Woodsman
for ages 9 to 12 and the Maine
Woodsman for ages 12 to 14, both
designed to precede the JMG
testing.
Although most groups are
sponsored by Maine. private
camps, anyone can sponsor a
JMG group at testing camp. The
minimum workable party is three
campers, and anyone planning to
sponsor a group should consider
a year of training before sending
the group to testing camp.
The JMG staff has prepared an
excellent training manual for the
program, entitled The Art of Living

Out

of

Doors

In

September 27, 1975 will mark the
fourth annual observance of National
Hunting and Fishing Day - proclaimed in recognition of the many
contributions that America's hunters
and fishermen have made to conservation and outdoor recreation.

sure that your rod and gun club or
your conservation group is holding
a program of its own or is helping
with a larger program in town. Lend
your support to help make sure that
the program is as well organized
and as well publicized as it can be.

The three prior observances of
National Hunting and Fishing Day
have been highly successful thanks
to the strong grassroots support that
has been provided by the nation's
sportsmen's clubs and conservation
groups. This year's observance will
be successful for the same reason.

Use the order blank below to order
the various promotional aids that
have been prepared by NHF Day
headquarters. They are inexpensive
and will go a long way toward insuring a professionally organized, and
highly successful NHF Day in your
community.

You can help by becoming involved
in a program in your community. Be

September 27 is sooner than you
think. Start your planning today.

Maine.

Copies of this publication, which
describes the requirements of all
three training programs in detail, are available from JMG
Executive Secretary Robert M.
Whiting, North High Street,
Bridgton, Maine 04009. Telephone : 207 - 647 -5278.
Those who have attended the
Junior Maine Guides Testing Encampment are enthusiastic about
it-so why not consider sponsoring some campers at a future
time?
MOVING?
If you are moving, please drop

us a line and give both your present mailing address (exactly as it
appears on your mailing label)
and your new one, including zip
code. We must have this information at least four weeks in advance of the next publication date.
The magazine is not forwarded
automatically.
28

help
want

~------------------------------------------------------------,
TO: NHF DAY
1075 Post Road, Riverside, Connecticut 06878
Please send

_

copies of the NHF Day Action Manual

at $2.00 per copy.
NHF Day Aids Kits at $3.00 per kit.
I enclose $ __
Name

. to cover the cost of my order.

_

Organization
Address
City

State

Zip

·------------------------------------------------------------·
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