first draft

Maine Maritimé'Aéademy at’Castine will beeome the home
- of the Allie Ryan Marine Histmaieal Collection, under arrange-\-
'uments completed this week between the Br oksville collector and
Admiral E. As Rogers, superintendent of the acaaemy.'
- The collection is the product of Ryan's life-long interest
in and enthusiasm for everything reminiscenﬁ of the great days
of the sailbaats ang steamboats on the Penobscot and other
New England waters. It ineludes more than 60, OOO aeparate 1tems;
There are paintings, bhetographs, posters, ship,models, sailing
schedules, steamboat tickets, whistles, bella, logs, compasses,
‘anchors, figureheads, sailing gear, and almost anything you can
‘think of that hés aﬁ assoclation with the sem around us. There
% o 13 also a subgtantial library of boocks on sailing and steamooat-‘
ing.. | _ | '\ »
| Whatbegan as a cagual interest for the Brooksville colleot-
or andrhistorian grew tp become his central purpose, andrhe
'spent an 1ncreasing amoﬁﬁt of his time searehing the ccastal
E - arearof Maiﬁe for relevant material, . Hisg 0011éction'has-re~
‘mained & personal and private endeavor for whieh he has had no
public support, and one whioh produeed 11ttle income for hin _
except some returng dertved from~disposing of duplicate items in‘

hiscollection . But the sale or exchange of pieces in his collect-
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Most of the eolleetion is now housed at Ryan 8 Brooks-
v;lle home. Twc substantial portlons of it are on dieplay &t
Bangor and at the Blue H111 Library. The Bangor display at

the hiatorical museun includes many ship models, inciuding the -

' model of the steamer Penobseot, and some Currier and Ives printa.

According to Admiral ROgers, the Maritime Academy plans.
to maintain an exhibit of segments of the eollact;on in the |

~ school store quarters et the Barbn Castine BuSlding, when the

store 1s moved to the newly constructeafdormitory;  Work

space is being mad 6 available where & curator and aasistants will-

'work on devising a catalog/of the collection. As dbfferent

sections of the colleotion are catalogued, they will sppear B
sequentially in the exhibit room at Barbn Castine Hall, When the
work of organizing the oxhibits has,baen.completea & central

~exhibition of the entire ¢ollection will be presented at the new

 gymnaslum, for an‘initial publie showing, Thereafter, portions -

of the collection will be shown at lounges and waiting rooms and
corridors of the cempus buildings, while work continues on puiting
the coll.etion into final form. - R

Both Admiral Rogers and Mr. Ryan would 1ike to see
the colleetion kept together and ultimetely housed in & single

structure, perhaps in the one remaining building on the Acadenmy's

conatruction program, now scheduled to contain the library and a

vsmall audi%orium.

Administrative control of the collection will be

1odged in a group of trustees who will be named shortly. They

will, in turn, select a curator who will direct the catalogxing

of the collcction, with the assistance of student groups, incluﬁins 

the newly formed SHIPS (qeagoing Hi torians of Internat*onai Ports




" and Shipping).

Allle Ryan, after conferring with Admiral Rogers on
Monday, sald he was very pleased to find a2 sultable home for
the collection on which he has spent much of his time for more
than 25 years. He sald he had been glven many opportunities
to dlspose of the collection, or pleces of 1t, to institutions
in other parts of the country. He had felt, however, that
. 1t ought to stay in Maine, in the vicinity of the sailing,

shlpping and steamboating operations of the last century around
‘which it has been bullt, and that it ought to remain intect., He
thought the Academy's plans for the colleotion was the only one
avelleble with the promise of achieving both these objectives.

Admiral Rogers, who has discussed the collection with
Mr. Ryan several times in the past few years, sald he we - very
pleased at the propsect of having at the Academy a collection so
intimately rélated to the maritime ristory of the regionm, and so
filled with items of 1nterést and information for the students
of the Academy, The Admiral said the collection will be
shown and exhiblited at the Academy as the Allle Ryan Marine
H, ~torical Collection.

Collector Ryan pld¥®nd® spend part of his time

. XXXXX
~assisting the curator of the collection, It ie the plan of the
Academy to draw upon his expertise in cataloguing and arranging the
material and to utilize oral history techniques to record Ryan's

rccollection of the background of items in the collection.

XXX
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(4) Allie Ryan

Admiral Rogers sald that an annual budget of $25,000
isgging to be required to organize the collection, provide for
1ts exhibits, and maintain security, and that these funds will
have to gome from intercsted cltizens and sources outside the
reguler budget of the Maritime Academy. He expressed confidence
in the desire of Maine residents to provide for the collection,
Interested cltizens are urged to send contributions to the
Allle Ryan Marine H1l torical Collcction, Maine Martlume Academy,

Cagtine, Malne,.
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