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Progress toward achievement of Action Plan goals will be evaluated by the Council
five years after adoption of this Plan by the premiers and governors of the region.
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ACTION PIAN MISSION STATEMENT:

TO MAINTAIN AND ENHANCE MARINE ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY IN THE
GULF OF MAINE AND TO ALLOW FOR SUSTAINABLE RESOURCE USE BY
EXISTING AND FUTURE GENERATIONS

DEFINITIONS:

ACTION PLAN: a compilation of agreed-upon goals and objectives and a list of specific
strategies or actions that will achieve the objectives for each goal

GOAL: general statements that describe what the community would like to achieve in the
future. Goals reflect a consensual vision for a specific or general resource.

OBJECTIVE: specific, measureable milestones that, as achieved, incrementally attain long-
term goals

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT: use of resources in a manner that meets present needs
and assures continued resource use by future generations

POLLUTANT: the introduction by man, directly or indirectly, of substances or energy into
the marine environment which results in such deleterious effects as harm to living
resources, hazards to human health, hindrance to marine activities including fishing,
impairment of quality for use of sea water and reduction of amenities

CONTAMINANT: addition to the marine environment that does not cause adverse effects
HABITATS OF REGIONAL CONCERN: coastal and marine areas that provide habitat for

animal or plant species and, due to specific factors, are important within the Gulf
of Maine region
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The Council on the Marine Environment

The Council on the Marine Environment will play a crucial role in the application
of the Gulf Action Plan. As the link between the many state, provincial and federal
agencies involved in Gulf management, the Council will be able to facilitate ongoing or
future efforts by the five jurisdictions to maintain and enhance the health of the Gulf.
Council support will come in many forms: funding assistance, dissemination of scientific
data, improved state, provincial and federal communications, or heightened public
awareness. The Council goal with respect to the components of the Action Plan will be to

develop interjurisdictional mechanisms for resolving environmental problems within the
Gulf region.

Council on the Marine Environment Action Plan Objectives:

1. to support existing and future regional agreements on shared environmental
issues of concern, including but not limited to state/provincial oil spill contingency plans
and scientific response plans, land-based toxics reduction plans, regional critical habitat
protection plans;

2. to support regional efforts which facilitate the coordination of appropriate
research initiatives in the region;

3. to encourage and help harmonize public education and participation initiatives in
the region;

4. to support regional recommendations for improved coordination of marine and
coastal management and enforcement programs; and

S. to support regional efforts to develop funding options for components of the
Action Plan.

These objectives of the Council on the Marine Environment with regard to the

provisions of the Action Plan may be expanded further as the Plan is developed and
implemented.
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The Action Plan contains three major issue categories: Environmental Quality, Coastal
Resources, Marine Resources

Under each issue category are four areas of concentration: Coordinated Management,
Monitoring, Research, and Public Education and Participation

1.0 Environmental Quality, goal: to sustain the integrity of the Gulf of Maine
ecosystem

1.1 Coordinated Management, goal: to develop harmonious management approaches
for the maintenance and enhancement of the environmental quality of the Gulf

Objectives:

1.1.1. to facilitate integration of Gulf monitoring, research and management
programs

1.1.2. to assist in the development of a regional strategy to reduce point and non-
point sources of pollution to the Gulf

1.1.3. to encourage the federal agency cooperation on state/provincial pollution
control actions

1.1.4. to assist in the development of scientific strategies that ensure prompt
assessment of the impacts of environmental catastrophes

1.2 Monitoring, goal: to provide information on the status, trends and sources of
risks to marine ecosystem integrity (which includes habitat) in the Gulf of Maine

Objectives:

12.1. to assess the existing status and trends of ecosystem health by monitoring
appropriate indicators, especially those that will allow early identification of
change in environmental quality

1.2.2. to assess the impact of environmental management actions on risks to public
health, the viability of harvestable resources, ecosystem health, and local
economies as measured by the indicators developed for the monitoring

program

1.2.3. where environmental degradation is suspected, identify the causes, especially
as they reflect anthropogenic impacts and cumulative effects
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13

14

Research, goal: to obtain and make available information required by resoure
managers to sustain the environmental quality of the Gulf of Maine

Objectives:

1.3.1.

1.3.2.

1.3.3.

to coordinate and share scientific information and data on the environmental
health of the Gulf

to coordinate research into the sources, fates of pollutants, particularly

persistent toxics, and assess the cumulative impacts from those pollutants
upon environmental quality

to establish protocols to standardize methodologies and create compatible
QA/QC agreements for monitoring, testing of Gulf environmental quality

Public Education and Participation, goal: to cultivate a sense of stewardship
among the citizens of the Gulf and to enable them to make responsible decisions

Objectives:

14.1.

14.2,

14.3.

14.4.

to facilitate development of a compatible regional PEP strategy for the Gulf
to assist and coordinate creation of educational publications on GOM
environmental quality for a variety of user groups, including the general
public, elected officials, and the media

to promote study of public attitudes toward and knowledge of the GOM

to support designation of a Gulf day or week, with specific events taking
place, sponsored by states and provinces
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2.0 Coastal Resources, goal: to assure the sustainable use of coastal land and water
resources
2.1 Coordinated Management, goal: to develop interjurisdictional strategies for the
sustainable use of coastal land and water resources
Objectives:
2.1.1. to support development of a comprehensive, integrated public health
protection strategy for the GOM
2.1.2. to encourage evaluation of the enforcement of existing laws and regulations
relating to coastal land and water resources
2.1.3. to encourage regional efforts to control the disposal of marine debris and
marine wastes within the Gulf
2.14. to encourage the restoration, enhancement .and protection of waterfowl,
fisheries and wildlife habitat
2.2 Monitoring, goal: to provide information on status, trends and sources of marine-

based human health risks in the Gulf of Maine and to provide appropriate and
timely information to environmental and resource managers that will allow both
efficient and effective management action and evaluation of such action.

Objectives:

2.2.1.

2.2.2.

22.3.

224.

2.2.5.

to assess the existing levels, the trends, sources and economic impacts of
acute and chronic risks to human health from pathogens in the marine
environment

to assess the existing levels, the trends, sources and economic impacts of
acute and chronic risks to human health from toxic compounds transmitted
through marine foods and water contact

to assess the existing levels, the trends, sources, and economic impacts of
acute and chronic risks to human health from biotoxins transmitted through
marine foods

to provide information generated by monitoring activities to resource and
environmental managers in a format that will allow design of appropriate
rehabilitation, mitigation, damage avoidance procedures, and other
management actions

to provide timely analysis, interpretation and presentation of prograni results;
evaluate and update monitoring program based on these results as required
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23

24

Research, goal: to obtain and make available information required by resource
managers to sustain the environmental quality of the Gulf of Maine

Objectives:

2.3.1. to encourage development of a systematic approach to identification of
coastal habitats of regional concern

2.3.2. to encourage development of a systematic approach to protection of
identified coastal habitats of regional concern

2.3.3. to support evaluation of existing mitigation and restoration techniques.for

coastal habitats of regional concern

Public Education and Participation, goal: to cultivate a sense of stewardship
among the citizens of the Gulf and to enable them to make responsible decisions
regarding coastal resources

Objectives:

24.1. to encourage the public to become involved in coastal resource management
issues at the local level

2.4.2. 1o facilitate educational exchanges among teachers and marine educators
throughout the Gulf region

2.4.3. to foster improved communication among the scientific community, media,
and elected officials

2.4.4. to support educational events for elected officials, with the participation of
the business community

2.4.5. to encourage development of educational publications and other materials on

coastal resource issues for specific user groups, such as tourists, recreational
fishermen, visiting boaters
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33

34

Research, goal: to obtain and make available information required by resource
managers to sustain the environmental quality of the Gulf of Maine

Objectives:

3.3.1. to promote adoption of coordinated approaches to marine research by
federal, state and provincial agencies and among private laboratories

3.3.2. to support research projects devoted to the analysis of harvesting method
effects on benthic habitat and GOM productivity

3.3.3. to encourage development of a systematic approach to identification of
marine habitats of regional concern

3.34.

to encourage development of a systematic approach to the protection of
marine habitats of regional concern

Public Education and Participation, goal: to cultivate a sense of stewardship

among the citizens of the Gulf and to enable them to make responsible decisions
regarding marine resources

Objectives:

34.1.

34.2.

34.3.

to facilitate educational exchanges among teachers and marine educators
throughout the Gulf region

to foster communication among the scientific community, the media and
elected officials

to encourage development of educational publications and other materials on
marine resource issues in the GOM for specific user groups, such as
commercial fishermen, shipping firms, ferry travelors
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4.0 The Unfinished Agenda

Within this category will lie those particular Objectives and related
Actions that are not found in the previous three categories. The
Objectives and Actions of the Unfinished Agenda category merit attention
but are not as high in priority as those listed above; they will be further
developed as the Action Plan is reviewed and amended.
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