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' | first Methodist echureh in Maine, the

.;’A~1|7c_z;ker for Site of First
. Methodist Church in Maine

fDedicated at East Readfield—Church More Than
| 130 Years Old—Rev. D. B. Holt and Rev.
| H. E. Dunnack Speakers

" SR +
READFIELD, Bept.. 2, (Special), [‘
—A bronze tablet marking the site
lof,/ the first Methodist church in
| Maink was formally dedicated at the
! East, Readfielq Methodist church this
afternoon.

For more than 130 years this littl
white chyrch hag called the com-
munity to come, ang learn of God.
and find comfort and strength for
I the daily cares of life. In the eariy
days of its service, it was the cen.
ter  of a thriving and busy little
village now reduced to a few farm
homes, for the industries which it
i Subborted have long since nished. ;

The tablet was made Dbosfible by |
gifts  from Methodist Preachers,
friends and former residents, as well
as those who now reside ' in Fast
| Readfield. 1t broclaims to all who
| pass, that at thie place, Methodism
{has a shrine. At this place, the

e e PR A

I

| first annual conference written “the
| Province of Maine” was held and the
| sacrament of the Lord’s Supper was .
| observed for the first time by the |
| Methodists of Maine. Here also was |
. the scene of the first quarterly meet. | REV. H. F. ALDRICH
ing ever held in the State. ! Pastor of Church
The tablet is mounted on a large ! et e i e
boulder. and set in a cement foun- | Wood, read by Mrs. 'York; solos,
dation, facing the road, | Mrs, Athertor; Historieal Statement,;
Tha following brogram was carried | prepared and read by Rev. H. F.|
out: Y iA]drich; unveiling of brangze tablet,
Hymn; responsive reading; pray- ! Rey. Ralph F. Lowe.
er; Rev, A. 1. Oliver; solo, Mrs. Myles | The words of the closing hymns |
Atherton of ‘Winthrop; address, “The | were written especially for this ser.
Past and Present, A Comparison,” vice by Mrs. Lowe. Owing ,to lack
Rev. Daviq B, Holt;  poem, “The of space in today’s issue the histor-
Little White Church,” by Rev. Wil-[ ical statement will not appear until
liam Wood of Wilton..read by Mrs. Saturday. -
Lottie York of Winthrop; address The summer school of theelogy
“Our Debt To Our Fathers” Rev, l being in session at Cobbosseecontee,
Henry E. Dunnack; poem, “The | a large representation of Maine
Vanishing Village,” by Rev. William Methodist preachers were present,
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Hune 24, 1945
Jesse Ler Memorial Chruch
East Readfield, Maine



e Lee Memorial Church at East Readfield, invite you

We, of the Jess
niversary of the dedi

to unite with us for the One Hundred and Fiftieth An
cation of Maine’s first Methodist meeting house.

enjoy the inspiration and fellowship of the

In order that we all may
We will serve coffee or a

occasion, we ask you to bring your own lunch.

cold drink.

o o

Plan to come for the day. You will receive inspiration both from the

beauty of God’s world and from the services conducted in honor of those

who have served our Lord in Maine since the beginning of Methodism in

this state.
Reverend Alfred H. Ives



Program

Morning  Worship ' 10:30 AM.
o Worship ! ~Rev. Alfred H. Ives
Sermon Rev. Herbert F. Aldrich
Special Music Readfield’s Young People
Afrernoon Service 2:00 P. M.
Worship o4 Rev. Cymbrid Hughes
Historical Address Rev. Elwin L. Wilson
Sermon ~ . Bishop Lewis O. Hartman
Special Music » Green Street Choir
Ewvening Service " 7:00 P. M.
Worship Rev. Louis S. Staples

Communion Meditation Rev.G. Vaughn Shedd
Communion Service ,
Special Music Winthrop Choir



A FEW HISTORICAL NOTES

On September 10, 1793 Jessie Lee preached the first Methodist ser-
mon to be given in the province of Maine, in “a little village called Saco”.

Lee says, “Although I was a perfect stranger and had to make my
own appointments, I preached almost every day and had crowded assembl-
jes to hear. After viewing the country I thought the most proper place to
form a circuit would be on the west side of the Kennebec river. This cir-
cuit was accordingly formed, extending from Hallowell to Sandy river and
called the Readfield circuit.”

Jesse Lee met “the recently formed class” at Monmouth on Nov. 13,
1794. This was the first Methodist class in the State and was made up of

about fifteen members.

On Saturday, Nov. 15,1794 he arrived in Readfield and preached four
times on Sunday, staying over until Monday when he “went to look at our
meeting house”, finding that, “it was almost covered in”.—“Through my
influence the people began the house last summer”, he said, *“and now it is
nearly ready to preach in. It is the first Methodist meeting house ever

built in Maine”.

On Dec. 12, 1794, Lee was again in Readfield, where he stayed for a
few days and on Sunday, Dec. 14th he administered the Sacrament of Com-
munion for the first time in Maine, to eight persons.

Early the next summer Lee was again in Readfield, arriving in season
to preach the dedicatory sermon of the Readfield meeting house, on the
twenty-first of June, 1795, this being the first Methodist Church dedicated
in Maine.
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invite you
he dedi

ymorial Church at East Readfield,

We, of the Jesse Lee Me
ndred and Fiftieth Anniversary of t

with us for the One Hu

to unite
Methodist meeting house.

cation of Maine’s first

r that we all may enjoy the inspiration and fellowship of the

In orde
We will serve coffee or a

occasion, we ask you to bring your own lunch.

cold drink.

5

You will receive inspiration both from the

Plan to come for the day.
ducted in honor of those

beauty of God’s world and from the services con

who have served our Lord in Maine since the peginning of Methodism in

this state.
Reverend Alfred H. Ives



Program

Morning Worship

Worship
Sermon
Special Music

A fternoon Service

Worship
Historical Address
Sermon

Special Music

Evening Service
Worship

r0:30 A.M.

Rev. Alfred H. Ives
Rev. Herbert F. Aldrich
Readfield’s Young People

2:00 P. M.

Rev. Cymbrid Hughes
Rev. Elwin L. Wilson
Bishop Lewis O. Hartman
Green Street Choir

7:00 P. M.

Rev. Louis S. Staples

Communion Meditation Rev. G. Vaughn Shedd

Communion Service

Special Musie

74

Winthrop Choir
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A FEW HISTORICAL NOTES

On September 10, 1793 Jessie Lee preached the first Methodist ser-
mon to be given in the province of Maine, in “a little village called Saco”.

Lee says, “Althoughl was a perfect stranger and had to make my
own appointments, I preached almost every day and had crowded assembl-
ies to hear. After viewing the country I thought the most proper place to
form a circuit would be on the west side of the Kennebec river. This cir-
cuit was accordingly formed, extending from Hallowell to Sandy river and
called the Readfield circuit.”

Jesse Lee met “the recently formed class” at Monmouth on Nov. 13,
1794. This was the first Methodist class in the State and was made up of

about fifteen members.

On Saturday, Nov. 15, 1794 he arrived in Readfield and preached four
times on Sunday, staying over until Monday when he “went to look at our
meeting house”, finding that, «t was almost covered in”.~~“Through my
influence the people began the house last summer”, he said, “and now it is
nearly ready to preach in. It is the first Methodist meeting house ever

built in Maine”.

On Dec. 12, 1794, Lee was again in Readfield, where he stayed for a
few days and on Sunday, Dec. 14th he administered the Sacrament of Com-
munion for the first time in Maine, to eight persons.

Early the next summer Lee was again in Readfield, arriving in season
to preach the dedicatory sermon of the Readfield meeting house, on the
twenty-first of June, 1795, this being the first Methodist Church dedicated

in Maine.
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el nnebec Journal Photo
FIRST METHODIST MEETING HOUSE IN MAINE—Bishop Lewis O.

Hartman, resident bishop of the Boston area, will speak at the Jesse
Lee Memorial Church at East Readfield next Sunday when the 150th

anniversary of the dedication of Maine's first Methodist meeting house
will be observed. »




(] A
s 1st Methodist Church Sun. |
Maine’s 1st Methodist Church Sun.
it
meditation | t
ning serv t ::Cob ¢
L:: area, music will be played at each|c
tive serv- three services by a group ofii
Z?:E..:: ld young people the Green
June 24 Choir of Augus a Win-1]
'y of the choir. 1
WT Lee, an itinerant preacher|!
OR= and f of thell
of Methodism in Maine|}
150 5 . .8g0,|!

E._J:S,_?\“ %%3 ! So: 3

the Readf meeti June

1:, 1795. The  150th ary of

{ Maine Met! sSm was brated a

Monmouth May 13 in -ye

old Monmouth United ch. :

sion for

who hdd a great pa
i welfare of t!
he New Engle
ountry, was
of ,./\r:s@
tour
in Saco
September  and|
?f::_,_ ?i, first Methodist ser-
mon in Mair

90:2;
; ,é tion

per : ;

im along the
ot River as
] med |

ngor  whe
again, coming

then came down
Sharon, Mt. Vernon,
Winthrop 1d (

on the
Readfield Best
As 1 looked

tory he
form a
of Readfiel takin
munities within
or 30 miles. Mo
part of Readfielc
Lee vS his
viefing the country,
most proper place to
would be on the
Kennebec - River, Tl
mo?:z:_:r formed, ex
Hallowell to the' San
called Readfield Circuit
Circuit thus became
of Methodism, being
miles “beyond any
we Lma :_ 224 HA,.:

nor ﬁm,f ,::4
year. In 179
pointed the presic
Lynn District and
Maiile. Lee left Lynn
November, arriving
November 12
The next day
Methodi Class
Maine, ' under
Philip Wager,

in

{ a8 nis
each of the
circuit re-
salary in full

Luwi:m H)S the
quarte

io
::Amzm

Ses

the New Eng

ttlemen

and
,;,i:”:: of
have en-

future

wJ,L

14

aown and

_.wﬁﬁcnmm Task Faces M&.ﬁ? .mﬁ,@ | 29
Bishop at Readfield Church Annv’y

June 24 — C
.7 of his sermc
ge C::_ John 9:4, Bishop Le\
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Volunteer labor has made a very valuable contribution to the
welfare of the Methodist Church at East Readfield in putting a
new roof on its church building. The oldest church in the town
and reported to be the oldest Methodist Church in the state, the
contribution which volunteers in the town actually made becomes
the more impressive. It is known as the Mother Church of
Methodism in Maine, the Rev, Jesse Lee, famed as the home mis-
sionary of the Methodist Episcopal Church of early days, having
gathered together a group on his first visit to Maine the latter part
of the 18th century. He had been assigned to the Maine area at
the annual session of the New England Conference in Lynn, Mass.,
and after making his way on horseback through wilderness area
named Readfield as the headquarters for the first Methodist preach-
ing circuit in the Maine territory. This he named the Readfield
Circuit, and after placing a younger preacher, the Rev. Philip
Wager in charge, Elder Lee pushed eastward into the wilderness.

The two pioneer ministers lived in the saddle, as was said
of many pioneers in various lines of work in these days. They
gathered together a small group of people who formed the
Methodist Church at East Readfield, Elder Wager returned fre-
quently to encourage the members, while Elder Lee was able to
look in upon the group atlonger intervals. The frame church was
built of hewn timbers in the Winter from Ilogs contributed
by citizens and hauled on the snow to the site on the road to
Mt. Vernon. The structure was raised at a bee in the Spring
of 1795, this being an event in which residents of the town
joined in a notable festivity for the little village. Of simple
type, the building was ready for the dedication in early Sum-
mer, in fact, this took place on the first day of the Summer,
June 21, 1795

Elder Lee preached the sermon of dedication, a notable occasion,
not only for the members of the small parent church but to others,
and within three years the Methodist organization in Maine com-
prised nine ministers of circuits serving under a presiding elder and
with a membership of 936. On Aug. 29 and 30, 1798, the East Read-
field Church was host to the New England Methodist Conference,
the business sessions being held in the church building and the
preaching services in an open field. Bishop Francis Asbury, the
first Methodist bishop in America and then just past his 53rd birth-
day, preached to an estimated 1,800 people in a mowing field. The
oceasion reflected the work of Jesse Lee, in his leading in the spread
of Methodism in New England.

In Lynn, Mass., Lee Hall, a business block owned by the late
Edwin H. Johnson and situated opposite the City Hall, has stood
for many years as a memorial to Elder Lee, founder of the Pirst
Methodist Church in the Shoe City, of which Mr. Johnson was a
leading layman until his death half a century ago. The Readfield -
church has been known many years as the Jesse Lee Memorial
Church. Bishop Lewis O. Hartman of the New England Area spoke
at the 150th anniversary of the East Readfield Church in 1945,
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‘Methodist Church,
Readfield, to Have

150th Anniversary

Readfield, Aug. 26 — The East
Readfield Methodist Church, oldest
Methodist Church in the State, will
.thold -a 150th anniversary program
at 2 p. m. Sunflay, Aug, 29. |

Exactly 150 years ago Sunday, the
Bishop Francis Asbury presided
over the New England Methodist
Conference in the same church
building now wused for worship
every Sunday.

The people of East Readfield have
had their historic church redecor-
ated inside. Ceiling, walls, and
pews in their new finish will be|
seen for the first time at the anni-
|versary service.

The Rev. C. D. Wentworth, dis-
trict superintendent, will preach
the sermon. Mrs. Marnia Stanley
will sing two solos and Miss Mil-
dred Wheeler will be the accom-
panist. The East Readfield girls
choir will sing, with Mrs. Betty
Pendleton as organist and director.




THE EAST READFIELD METHODIST CHURCH—held special ser-

Kennebec Journal Pheto

vices Sunday, observing its one hundred and fiftieth anniversary The
interior of the church has recently been completely redecorated.

Readfield Methodist Church
Observes 150th Anniversary

Readfield, Aug.gﬁO—Sunday, Aug.
29, at 2 pm. the East Readfield
Methodist Church held a special
service, observing the one hundred
fiftieth anniversary of the New Eng-
land Methodist Conference under
Bishop Francis Asbury, held in the
same church building that is now
used for Sunday worship. The in-
: | terior was completely redecorated at
‘ a cost of $550 for this anniversary.

The pastor, the Rev. Dwight H.
! McMahon, opened the service with
the invocation. The congregation
' | 'sang Blest Be The Tie That Binds,
with Mrs. Betty Pendleton as organ-
ist. Mrs. Marnia Stanley of Win-
throp sang two solos, accompanied
by Miss Mildred Wheeler of Read-
ing, Mass. The solos were Teach
Me To Pray, and The King Of Love
My Shepherd It. ;
- | The Rev. Forrest F. Fowle, Wil-
! ton, who was pastor at East Read-
field from 1936 to 1939, gave an his-
{torical sketch of the conference un-
Bishop Asbury in 1798, and of
significant gatherings in the
ch in modern times.
[CL “‘ nerin el

D. Wentworth, Augusta District of
the Methodist Church, gave a ser-
mon, with the same text as used by
Bishop Asbury from the same pulpit
150 years before. The text was II
Corin., 4: “Seeing we have this min-
istry, we faint not.”

Greetings from Bishop John Wes-
ley Lord, of Boston, were conveyed
by the pastor to the people. Bishop
Lord wrote in his letter:

“It is a high honor for me as Res-
ident Bishop of the Boston Area, to
extend Episcopal Greetings to a
church of the area that stands in
the historic Methodist tradition of
service and sacrifice.. To bridge the
past with the present over a period
of 150 years, is to span changing
social tides and currents with an
Eternal Kvangel. Amid the changes
of time, the Church stands with its
proclamation of faith and works in
the name of her Lord Christ. It is
my hope and prayer that such a
witness shall continue undiminished
in the years that lie ahead, years
fraught with promise and peril for

all mankind, May Christ dwell in
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