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FOREWORD

Baxter State Park first inspired awe and fascination in me more than
twenty years ago. It was then that my family and I first climbed Katahdin
and camped at Roaring Brook. Subsequent treks to Russell Pond and
Wassataquoik Lake, climbs up North Traveler and Doubletop, dips in the
frigid kettles of Howe Brook and volunteer weeks at Daicey Pond deepened
my respect for Baxter State Park, its visionary donor and the philosophy that
guides its management.

The history of Baxter State Park is as complicated as it is remarkable.
Governor Percival Baxter was not just a visionary. He was also one of the
most determined, persistent and patient persons ever to live. It took him
more than thirty-two years and more than two dozen separate land
acquisitions to assemble all of the pieces of his “puzzle”. The acquisition
process was marked not only by Governor Baxter’s tenacious persistence,
but also by considerable negotiation and compromise. The result was one
of the most unique public parks in the world: more than 200,000 acres of
majestic mountains and forests.

Governor Baxter’s gift to the people of Maine included not only a vast
wilderness sanctuary but also an area designated for scientific forestry
management. The Governor knew that controversy, political and otherwise,
would inevitably surround management of the Park. That is why in 1939, he
had the Park’s enabling legislation amended so that responsibility for Park
management would lie in the hands of the independent, three-person Baxter
State Park Authority.

There have been, and undoubtedly will continue to be, controversies
surrounding the wilderness concept that Governor Baxter evoked for much
of the Park. The contextual meaning of trust phrases such as “natural wild
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state” and “sanctuary for wild beasts and birds” has been the subject of a
great many discussions over the years. So has the operation of scientific
forest harvesting within Park confines. Until his death in 1969, Governor
Baxter himself expressed his desires on the interpretation of the deeds of
trust in a number of situations. Since his death, it has been necessary to
research the various deeds of trust, a multitude of legal opinions and other
documents in order to glean the Governor’s intent with respect to certain
Park management issues. To conduct such research required substantial
effort since not all of the source documents were easily accessible.

Now, thanks to the efforts of the independent group Friends of Baxter
State Park, all of the source documents that chronicle Governor Baxter’s
vision and intent for the Park have been collected and compiled in this four
volume collection. The collection includes the deeds of trust, judicial
opinions, Attorney General opinions, as well as Governor Baxter’s speeches
and correspondence. The collection also includes annotations by Professor
Howard R. Whitcomb.

This collection is important because it will increase the clarity of, and
accessibility to, these primary source documents. Such documents are
critical because they reveal Governor Baxter’s original thinking and trace its
evolution over time. The collection will also increase the public’s
understanding and appreciation for the detailed information gathering and
analysis that have accompanied Park management decisions over the years.

On behalf of the Baxter State Park Authority and the People of Maine,
I congratulate and thank the Friends of Baxter State Park for undertaking
and successfully completing this project. I particularly recognize and thank
Professor Whitcomb for his fine work in managing the project and authoring
the annotations. These volumes of annotated materials will help future
generations of Maine people to better understand, appreciate and protect the
very special gift given to them by Governor Percival Baxter.

G. STEVEN ROWE

Maine Attorney General

Chair, Baxter State Park Authority
April 2005



Preface

Friends of Baxter State Park is enormously pleased to contribute to public discourse and scholarship this four-vol-
ume annotated compilation of original sources, collectively conveying Governor Percival P. Baxter’s intent and
vision for the park, his unparalleled gift to the people of Maine. Herein are gathered together for the first time in one
source the Deeds of Trust, legislative interpretations, opinions of Attorneys General, appellate court opinions, and
Baxter’s voluminous speeches and correspondence.

Purpose
Baxter State Park is unique among parks. It was conceived and created by one man, Governor Percival P. Baxter,
who today is the hero of park users and conservationists from near and far. It was Baxter who:

* Doggedly bought and paid for every single parcel, amounting to 201,000 acres as of his last gift in 1963,

» Specified the governing structure and ground rules for park management as he gifted his “building blocks” to the state,
« Capitalized a trust fund for its operation and long term survival, and

* Guided policy and operations until his death in 1969.

Baxter was both a visionary and pragmatist. The conditions upon which he gave the park to the State of Maine are
specific. Even if some of his words are not always consistent, taken as a whole, they are clear: his foremost purpose
was to retain and enhance the park’s wild state, for nature itself, as it were. Within that context, he also wished to
provide opportunities for the people of Maine to experience this wildness apart from development.

But what does this mean today, especially when few alive actually knew the man and heard his ideas, and when
technology has changed the ways in which we use the out-of-doors? How may the public trust remain as true as pos-
sible to the Governor’s wishes? While current Park Director Irwin “Buzz” Caverly certainly had the privilege of first-
hand instruction from the Governor, his successors most surely will not. Nor will other officials and citizens involved
in the administration, management, and safeguarding of the park.

Friends of Baxter State Park offers these annotated materials in the belief that this knowledge is vital to ensuring
that the Governor’s wishes continue to endure in park management and administration. Much of the material herein
has not been previously available to the public. Locating and using it should be easy for anyone.

We first began the project as a means of understanding within our own organization the basis for the Governor’s
intent and actions in establishing a wilderness park, even as he made concessions for hunting and forestry in acquir-
ing some parcels, to get the job done. Our mission as an independent citizen’s group is to help preserve, support, and
enhance the wilderness character of the park, in the spirit of its founder. In carrying out this mission, we must ensure
that we have our facts straight. This valuable resource will help us immeasurably. We hope you likewise will find it
useful.

Organization
The seven parts of this compilation are organized into four volumes. Each part begins with an “Overview;” fol-
lowed by brief “Annotations.” The “Documents,” copied from copies of originals from the sources consulted, com-
plete each part.

Volumes I — II, Parts 1-3: Legal Documents
The first three parts are legal documents through which the park was created and by which the Governor’s intent
and transactions have been interpreted. These include the Deeds of Trust and Judicial Opinions (Volume I, Parts 1-
2), presented chronologically, and Attorney General Opinions (Volume II, Part 3), treated by subject matter.



Volumes III — IV, Parts 4-7: Speeches and Correspondence :
Three of the last four parts contain private exhortations and ideas that the Governor expressed about the park in
speeches and correspondence. Hopefully, most of the countless extant materials are contained herein. The other part,
in addition to personal items pertaining to Baxter himself, consists of documents recognizing his accomplishments
such as letters of commendation from former U.S. Secretary of the Interior Stewart L. Udall and former Associate
Justice of the Supreme Court William O. Douglas.

Speeches about Katahdin comprise Part 4 (Volume III).

Correspondence related to the attempt in the mid-1930s to create a national park in the Katahdin area, that the
Governor headed off, make up Part 5 (Volume III). This correspondence is separated from that of Part 7 (Volume IV)
because of its particular content.

Part 6 (Volume III) includes personal items, including his will and trust documents, and awards bestowed upon
Governor Baxter.

Part 7 (Volume IV) comprises the remainder of his correspondence, selected for its bearing on his vision and intent
for Baxter State Park. It is organized by subject matter to aid the user.

Research Limitations
Professor Whitcomb attempted to avoid interpretative judgments in his annotations, leaving such to the users of
the four volumes, and the courts and attorneys general of the state.

Professor Whitcomb was not asked, nor did Friends of Baxter State Park expect him to conduct, independent
research as an historian might do. Friends directed his efforts to the documents willingly made available by the Office
of the Attorney General of the State of Maine, Baxter State Park Headquarters, and the Maine State Library which
holds the Percival P. Baxter Collection. The State Library’s guide to that collection appears as an Appendix in Volume
I of this compilation. Professor Whitcomb did not use the Baxter scrapbooks that were in the process of restoration.
That restoration will be completed soon and interested parties should consult the excellent index that is included in
the aforementioned guide.

Availability
Thanks to the generosity of the Davis Conservation Foundation and other donors including Jon Lund, Robert
Morrell, and Rupert White, copies will be made available to the Office of the Attorney General and Baxter State Park
Headquarters. The general public will have access to the four-volume set at the Maine State Library, Maine State Law
Library, Cleaves Law Library (Cumberland County), Maine Historical Society, and public libraries in Bangor,
Portland, and Presque Isle (Mark and Emily Turner Memorial Library).

A Word of Thanks
Finally, we acknowledge the extraordinary contribution of Dr. Howard Whitcomb, Emeritus Professor of Political
Science of Lehigh University, in bringing the material to publication. With little compensation, but much support
from state and park officials and others whom he has named in his Acknowledgments, and the Friends of Baxter State
Park subcommittee who guided his effort, Dr. Whitcomb painstakingly compiled, organized, and annotated the 1500
page set. We are grateful to him and to all who have helped him in his research.

Friends also commissioned Lou Mucci to paint a watercolor reflecting the park’s capacity to inspire. It is his
watercolor that graces this work, and we thank him.

May Governor Baxter’s beloved park remain forever wild!
Charlie Jacobi,

President, Friends of Baxter State Park
Bar Harbor, Maine
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Seldom has a more generous gift been presented
to a people than has been given by

Percival Proctor Baxter . . . to the State of Maine.

It is incumbent upon them, the recipients, to preserve
the trust impressed upon them, to ensure for themselves
and for future generations the fullest use of Baxter State Park

consistent with the desires of the donor.

Public Laws, 1971, Chap. 477
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VOLUME 111

Speeches and National Park Controversy
Correspondence

Part 4: Speeches

CONTENTS LISTED CHRONOLOGICALLY

1.

10.

11

“Mount Katahdin Centennial State Park, 1820-1920”
Edited draft manuscript by Senator Percival P. Baxter, circa late 1920, pp. 1-6

“Mount Katahdin State Park”
An address by Percival P. Baxter, President of the Senate, at the annual meeting of the Maine Sportsmen’s Fish
and Game Association, Hall of Representatives, State Capitol, 27 January 1921, pp. 1-14

“Mount Katahdin”
Draft manuscript by Governor Percival P. Baxter, circa early 1921, pp. 1-3

“Inaugural Address”
Excerpts from Governor Percival P. Baxter’s inaugural address, 9 February 1921, cover page and pp. 10-11

“State Finances”
Excerpts from Governor Percival P. Baxter’s message to the 80® Legislature, 10 March 1921, cover page and pp.
11-13

Untitled Address
Excerpts from an “untitled address” by Governor Percival P. Baxter at the State Chamber of Commerce, Bangor,
20 May 1921, pp. 1-2 and 7-8

. Untitled Address

Excerpts from an “untitled address” by Governor Percival P. Baxter at the Joint Field Day of York County Farm
Bureau and Pomona Grange, West Kennebunk, 25 August 1921, cover page and pp. 7-8

“Forests of Maine, Legislative Lobby and State Contingent Fund”
An address by Governor Percival P. Baxter at the annual meeting of the Maine Forestry Association, State House,
6 January 1922, pp. 1-18

“Inaugural Address”
Excerpts from Governor Percival P. Baxter’s inaugural address, 81+ Legislature, 4 January 1923, cover page and '
p- 25

“Farewell Message to the People of Maine”
Excerpts from Governor Percival P. Baxter’s farewell address, State Capitol, 7 January 1925, cover page and pp.
1 and 22-25

. Untitled Address

Excerpts from an “untitled address” by former Governor Percival P. Baxter’s at the Lions Club, Bangor, 14
September 1927, pp. 1-2

Part 4, Page 1



12. “Baxter State Park, Mount Katahdin”
Undated manuscript by former Governor Percival P. Baxter, circa 1939 — early 1940s, pp. 1-4

13. “Baxter State Park At Katahdin Now Complete With 112,945 Acres”
Newspaper article by former Governor Percival P. Baxter, 30 November 1941, Portland Sunday Telegram and
Sunday Press Herald, p. 1

14. “The Purchase of the Land” — Part II of “Three Views of Roadless Katahdin”
Article by former Governor Percival P. Baxter in The Living Wilderness, published by the Wilderness Society,
September 1944, pp. 6-7 (entire set of three articles by Benton MacKaye, Baxter, and Ronald L. Gower, respec-
tively, attached, pp. 1-9)

15. “The Baxter State Park in Maine”
Signed manuscript by Percival P. Baxter for publication in the National Park Magazine, circa 1945, pp. 1-6

16. “Togue Pond Gatehouse Opening Ceremony”
Remarks prepared by former Governor Percival P. Baxter for the Togue Pond gatehouse opening ceremony, 10
August 1967, pp. 1-2 and attachment (remarks were delivered by BSP Commissioner Austin H. Wilkins)

OVERVIEW

During Baxter’s years as prominent legislator and governor, from 1917 to 1925, he communicated with the general
public primarily through speeches. Later he relied principally on press releases and formal communications with leg-
islators and governors as he gradually extended the boundaries of Baxter State Park. The formal communications
associated with the twelve sets of Acts of Acceptance from 1931 to 1963, through which Baxter deeded land to the
state, are reproduced and annotated in Volume I. However, several speeches from his years in public office in
Augusta, along with a few delivered after 1925, shed additional light on his intentions for Katahdin. It is these that
are annotated in herein.'

Some of the speeches are in draft manuscript form, while others are formally printed as a function of his legislative
or executive positions. Some are reproduced in their entirety and others only in excerpted form. Several are articles
written for magazines or newspapers. All but one date from 1920 through the mid-1940s. The outlying item is his
brief remarks prepared for the Togue Pond gatehouse dedication ceremonies on 10 August 1967.

ANNOTATIONS

While the speeches herein are compiled in chronological order, the most significant one, “Mount Katahdin State
Park,” was delivered on 27 January 1921 at the State Capital to the annual meeting of the Maine Sportsmen’s Fish
and Game Association (see Speech 2). This speech contained the most expansive articulation of Baxter’s early inten-
tions for Katahdin. It emphasized the need for the state to develop a more progressive forest policy, including scien-
tific forestry practices, and recreational opportunities.

The context of the speech is important. At the time Baxter, President of the Senate, was on the verge of introducing
in the 80" Legislature his proposal to create a park at Katahdin. This represented his second legislative attempt to cre-
ate a park and forest preserve at Katahdin. John W. Hakola recounted the circumstances surrounding the defeat of his
bill in the 79" Legislature.” In anticipation of the introduction of “An Act Establishing the Mount Katahdin State
Park,” Baxter made two tactical moves designed to improve its prospects. First, using his prerogative as presiding
officer of the Senate, he appointed his brother Rupert, a Senator from Sagadahoc County, to the Committee on State

! Several articles are included in this compilation of speeches.
? John W. Hakola, Legacy of a Lifetime, pp. 51-52.
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Lands and Forest Preservation, which would be considering the legislation.? In addition, he facilitated arrangements
for an illustrated lecture on Katahdin by William F. Dawson of Lynn, Massachusetts.* Due to the death of newly inau-
gurated Governor Frederick H. Parkhurst on 31 January 1921, the lecture scheduled for 2 February 1921 was can-
celled. By virtue of the constitutional succession provisions, Baxter was automatically elevated to the position of
Governor, a less desirable position from which to advocate for the creation of the park at Katahdin.’

Two undated manuscripts have similar content to that of the “Mount Katahdin State Park™ speech. The first was orig-
inally entitled “Mount Katahdin Centennial State Park, 1820-1920” (see Speech 1).5 It was written by Senator Baxter
either just prior to or during the first days of the 80® Legislature, but in either case, before he was chosen as President
of the Senate. In his remarks he referred to his intentions to reintroduce the park proposal in the 1921 legislative ses-
sion and he identified himself as State Senator. However, he appears to have used it again or reworked the speech,
as his hand written editing of the title page and the manuscript post-date his elevation to the position of Governor.
The insertion of a sentence on page six suggests that Baxter edited the manuscript sometime after the park propos-
al’s defeat in late March 1921:

Notwithstanding the fact that 168 members of the 1921 Legislature of Maine, out of a total of 182 members
were Republican, the timberland owners had sufficient influence over legislative matters to defeat the park
bill regardless of the Party’s pledge.’

The second undated manuscript, “Mount Katahdin,” borrowed language from and appears to have been delivered
after the “Mount Katahdin State Park” speech and by then Baxter was the Governor. It would seem fair to say that
Baxter was constantly re-working his remarks on Katahdin to reflect both the political reality and audience. It should
be noted that while the typewritten speech indicates that Baxter delivered it as Governor, there is a hand written date
of 1920 on the cover page, most likely by Baxter himself. This manuscript had to have been written sometime prior
to the park proposal’s defeat in late March of 1921, but under no circumstance in 1920, since Baxter had not yet
become Governor.

Returning to Senate President Baxter’s “Mount Katahdin State Park™ speech, it was clearly intended to launch his
park proposal in the newly convened 80" Legislature. As suggested earlier, the speech was framed within the broad-
er context of the need for the state to practice scientific forestry while being attentive to the recreational needs of its
citizenry. Baxter deplored the sale of the state’s “wild lands™ that began shortly after statehood in 1820 and culmi-
nated in the “State Steal” of 1868 when 2,700,000 acres were deeded to the European and North American Railway
Company for one dollar. In the intervening years, ownership of these timberlands passed to large corporate and indi-
vidual holdings, leaving the state with just one-third of a million acres, principally in “Public Lots.” To remedy this
situation, Baxter recommended that the state begin acquiring waste and burned-over timberlands so as to protect
waterpower sources and provide recreational opportunities in the most picturesque region of the State.

Percival Baxter’s vivid description of Katahdin and the surrounding region was informed by his August 1920 trek to
and ascent of the mountain, which was organized by a Patten lumberman, Burton W. Howe. This widely publicized
trip was designed to build political support for Baxter’s “Centennial State Park.” By this time Baxter was a candi-
date for Senate President in the upcoming 80" Legislature. Charles P. Barnes, who was to become Speaker of the
House of Representatives in the 80" Legislature, was also on the trip. Baxter, with a self-effacing posture, stated:
“The passage of the Knife Edge requires a cool head and sure footing, and I am not ashamed to admit that I gladly
availed myself of the friendly and reassuring hand of my companion, as I crept gingerly over the rough piles of loose
and broken rock.”

* Neil Rolde, The Baxters of Maine: Downeast Visionaries, p. 159.

¢ Hakola, op. cit., p. 56.

* See, ibid., pp. 56-60, for an analysis of the bill’s consideration and ultimate defeat.

¢ It is worth noting that the proposed boundaries of the park included Katahdin Lake (p. 5).
7 “Mount Katahdin Centennial State Park,” undated manuscript, (circa late 1920), p. 6.

§ Timberlands situated in the unorganized townships and plantations.

* “Mount Katahdin State Park,” 27 January 1921, p. 10.
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Baxter’s description of the park was as follows:

The proposed park covers an area of 57,232 acres and comprises the whole of Mount Katahdin, and
Katahdin Lake, of itself one of the most beautiful of all Maine’s lakes, and which abounds with trout. The
boundaries of the park can be extended later if succeeding legislatures deem such extension advisable. The
park will prove a great attraction, not only to the people of Maine who will frequent it, but also to those who
come from without our State to enjoy the free life of the out of doors. The park will bring health and recre-
ation to those who journey there, and the wild life of the woods will find refuge from their pursuers, for the
park will be made a bird and game sanctuary for the protection of its forest inhabitants. Roads, trails, and
camps will be built in the most favored locations, and the camps will be rented for nominal sums to those
who wish to use them. For those who want hard mountain climbing, trails will be laid out over difficult
routes to the top of the mountain, while easier trails will be provided for those who do not desire to make
the supreme effort. Katahdin then will become a great recreation center for those who seek the woods that
are unspoiled by fashionable hotels with liveried attendants, or by costly club houses frequented by the
devotees of tennis and golf.”

Baxter concluded his speech with a challenge to the corporate interests that owned vast acreage in the northern forests
of the state and who sought to quash the park proposal:

Maine is famous for its 2500 miles of seacoast, with its countless islands, for its myriad lakes and ponds,
and for its forests and rivers, but Mount Katahdin Park will be the State’s crowning glory, a worthy memo-
rial to commemorate the end of the first and the beginning of the second century of Maine’s statehood. This
park will prove a blessing to those who follow us, and they will see that we build for them more wisely than
our forefathers did for us. Shall any great timberland or paper-making corporation, or group of such corpo-
rations, themselves the owners of millions of acres of Maine forests, say to the People of this State, “You
shall not have Mount Katahdin, either as a memorial of your past or as a heritage for your future?’

One can not help but acknowledge Baxter’s stalwartness in holding to this early vision for his park at Katahdin
despite formidable opposition.

In his Inaugural Address on 9 February 1921 Baxter called for the establishment of the Mount Katahdin State Park
and in doing so cited his predecessor’s endorsement.”? However, in his message on “State Finances” just a month
later, he noted that financial conditions forced him to withdraw the $100,000 appropriation for the establishment of
the park, thereby further damaging the legislation’s prospect.” On 23 March 1921 the Senate accepted the Committee
on State Lands and Forest Preservation’s recommendation that the legislation “ought not to pass,” effectively killing
the park proposal. The governor’s brother, Rupert, was among a minority of three on the committee that supported
the legislation.

A year later on 6 January 1922, Governor Baxter spoke to the Maine Forestry Association on a variety of topics,
including the “Forests of Maine™." At the outset, he referred to the transforming experience of standing at the sum-
mit of Mount Katahdin in August of 1920:

A few months ago I stood spellbound upon the top of Mount Katahdin, and looked across the great forest
areas of northeastern Maine. Hundreds of thousands of acres of the finest timberland in the world lay at my
feet, and the black growth of the evergreens, patched with the lighter growth of hard woods, stretched forth
in every direction. Here and there the bright waters of the rivers threaded their way through the woods on
their long journey to the sea, and the foam of the waterfalls and rapids, catching the rays of sun, spanned

® Ibid., p. 13.

" Ibid., p. 14.

2 “Inaugural Address,” Percival P. Baxter, Governor of Maine, 80" Legislature, 9 February 1921, p. 10-11.

13 «“State Finances,” Percival P. Baxter, Governor of Maine, 80™ Legislature, 3 March 1921, pp. 11-13.

“ The full title of the speech was “Forests of Maine, Legislative Lobby and State Contingent Fund,” January 6,
1922.
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these waters with glistening bands. 1 was in the heart of Maine, on the highest peak of land within the State.
Standing there all alone I was carried away by the prospect before me. To me Maine seemed to be nothing
but forests. The memory of the busy cities and towns faded from my mind. I forgot about our great indus-
tries, our farms and our seashore resorts; for Maine was a State of the Woods. I felt a certain fellowship with
the wild life about me, and when my companions called me to return to camp I took a final survey of the
panorama, and impressed it indelibly upon my mind."

By then, however, Governor Baxter’s second attempt to obtain legislative approval of his state park at Katahdin had
failed, and he returned to the promotion of scientific forestry practices and the forestry program at the University of
Maine.

The “Farewell Message” on 7 January 1925 provided a final occasion for Governor Baxter to speak as an elected
public official about Katahdin. He attributed the defeat of his proposals during previous legislatures to the opposi-
tion of the large timberland companies and argued forcefully that the forest areas of Maine not become “private
hunting preserves to be enjoyed only by the friends and sycophants of powerful interests.”® He proceeded to chal-
lenge the 82" Legislature:

To prove my interest in this project, if the 82" Legislature will enact a law under which some duly consti-
tuted public body or agency is given power to condemn “wild” and forest land for public park and forest
reserve purposes, and will appropriate $10,000 annually for the coming two year period, for that purpose, I
myself will pay to the State Treasurer my salary for the years 1923 and 1924 being the total sum of $10,000
as a personal contribution toward meeting the land damages for the first park and reserve areas thus con-
demned and acquired by the State.

He attached several stipulations, including one that specified that the $30,000 was to be spent acquiring land that
would include within its boundaries not less than the entire NW quadrant of T3 R9. This quarter township included
Monument Peak, South Peak, the Knife Edge, The Chimney, Pamola Peak, and North Peak, all on Mount Katahdin
as well as Chimney and Basin Ponds."” The nearly 6,000 acres of T3 R9 that Governor Baxter would eventually deed
to the State of Maine in 1931 encompassed, in large measure, the boundaries of the parcel delineated in his “Farewell
Message” The 82" Legislature did not accept Governor Baxter’s challenge.

The remaining six documents in this compilation span the balance of Baxter’s career as a private citizen. Among them
are articles written by Baxter for The Living Wilderness, a publication of The Wilderness Society, and the National
Park Magazine, a publication of the National Parks Association. Both articles provide an abbreviated account of his
efforts, both as a public official and private citizen, to establish a state park at Katahdin. Both conclude with a vari-
ation of the oft-quoted passage that appears on the plaque at Katahdin Stream:

The works of men are short lived. Monuments decay, buildings crumble and wealth vanishes, but Katahdin
in its massive grandeur will forever remain the mountain of the people of Maine. Throughout the ages it will
stand as an inspiration to the men and women of this State.’

Finally, in 1967 in what were to be his last formal remarks on Katahdin, Baxter sent a letter that was to be read by
BSP Commissioner Austin H. Wilkins at the dedication ceremony for the Togue Pond gatehouse. The remarks them-
selves were quite predictable; however, his instruction of Wilkins to “please read this in a strong, loud voice as I want
them all to hear it”* was a poignant reminder that Governor Baxter remained determined to have his wishes carried
out in his posterity. In his words, “[t]he responsibility will rest upon you Governor Curtis and those who follow you.”®

5 Ibid., pp. 4-5.

15 “Farewell Message to the People of Maine,” State Capitol, 7 January 1925, pp. 22-23.

7 See, ibid., p. 24 for a map of the NW 1/4 of T3 R9.

8 See, for example, “The Purchase of the Land,” The Living Wilderness (September 1944), p. 7. This is a slightly
edited version of an article that appeared on the front page of the 30 November 1941 issue of the Portland Sunday
Telegram and Sunday Press Herald.

¥ L etter from Baxter to Austin H. Wilkins, 10 August 1967.

% “Togue Pond Gatehouse Opening Ceremony, 10 August 1967, p. 2.
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o Mt. Katazhdin is but a name‘to most psople. Its inaccess-
ibility and the lack of roéds and trails make the trip to the
nountain and the ascent of its peaks so difficult fham buﬁéfew
travelers are willing to undergo the expense and the hardships
of the journey. Itslrugged grandéur, extraordinany.geologi-
cal formations and diversified coloring make it a unique méun-
tain, and its wonderful gcenery is unsurpassed and probably un-

equalled oy that of any mountain east of the Rockies.

Mt. Katahdin has no foothills to detract from its dignity
for it rises abruptly ocut of the surrounding plain and attains
#£a height of 5,273 feet above the sea level. To climb the high-
est peaks requires both sﬁrength}gné‘endurance and a mountain-
eering experience and skill equal to that requiféd in the as-
. cent of some of the highest peaks of the Swiss Alps. From the
summit of the mountain; ag one looks down upon‘the forests and

lakes of Maine, the view extends in all directions. XNo grand-
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ar vigw of primeval natu:e can anywhere be found.

The State of Maine once owned the vast areas of timberlands
that extend in all directions from the slopes of Mt. Katahdin, to-
gether with ﬂheir countlenss lakea and rivers, but many years ago the
title to this great inheritance passed énto the hands of private
owners. Iﬁ the early half of the last century Maine sold its timber-
lands and the money received was used to build'rpads and schools and
to pay ministers of the Gospel. For a number of years no taxes were
levied by the State as the proceeds of these sales paid all the ex-
penses of the State government. When the State Capitol was built
twelve townships cémprising about 264 ,000 acres of land vére sald
to prafide the necessary funds. One sale of more than two mill;on
acres of land was made at the price of twelve and one-half cent;
per acre. There are 20,000,000 acres of land within the State of
Maine and 14,200,000 of these acres are timberlands. The owner-
ship of these fowests is gradually falling into the hande of a few
large interests so that eighteen different ownerships to-day hold
title to more than 5,200,000 acres of land, while two of these own-
erships hold more than 1,000,000 acres each. Two ownerships there-
fore hold one=tenth, and eighteen owﬁerships hold one-quarter of

the State of Maine.,

In 1919 an Act for the establishment of the Nt. Katahdin
Centennial State Park was introduced in the State Legislature by the
author of this article. This Bill provided for a Park which in-
cluded Mt. Katahdin and the district extending northerly therefrom;

the total area within the Park limits to be approximately 115,000

acres. ;;i?gj“
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A recent survey has been made of about 150;000 acres in this
vicinity including the proposed Park area with its highest and most
picturesque portions. This survey shows that fifty-three per ceat
of the land is burned over timberland, fifteen per cent is bare rock
and stunted growth, fifteen per cent is cut over land, twelve per
céﬁt is virgin growth now being cut and five per cent is timberland

under one hundred years old.

A large part of this entire area is precipitous while the
scenery equals and in many mspects surpassds that of the White Moun-
taine in New Hampshire. This Park is destined to become a scenic
resort unequaled east of the Mississippi River; it will be made a
refuge for wild game, a sanctuary for birds gngi:zll prove a prace

tical investment for the State of Maine.

About sevénteen years ago one of the mobt extensive forest
fires reqorded in the hiatory of. the State raged around the base of
Mt, Katahdin and in the forest area to the N.o'r ¢t h, 270,000 acres
of timberland were burned.over at that time. Standing on the top of
the mountain an observer can distinctly outlin& the area éwept by
this fire as the line between the old black growth of evergreens
and the light green growth of the new poplar and hard wood is well
defined. In a few years this crop of poplar and other pulp wood can
be harvested to advantage the proceeds of which will be used by the
State in purchasing additional land for the Park,

The mountain itself is valueless from a timber standpoint. The
great plateau on the top of the mountain is wind-swept and tovered

with huge boulders while there is in places a thick growth of scrub
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pine about three feet high. This bleak and barren plateau closely
resembles the sub-arctic tundra, and it once was the home of a great
herd of caribou all of which were destroyed or driven out of the
State by hunters. The 1919 Park Act was defeated by the opposition
of one of the large Timberland Companies, but a aimilaf Act has been
introduced in the 1921'Session of the State Legislaﬁure;

To make the trip to the mountain and return is a tramp of not
less than seventy miles. The journey is a hard one and requires
six days. The trail lies thrbugh the dense woods and over unused
and abandoned tote roads that are hardly pasgable for a pack mule.
At the end of the third day the tired traveler comes suddenly up-
on & beautiful pond called Chiﬁney Pond located in the crater Qr
basin of the mountain, This Pond about three acres in extent is
fed from springs, but the water is so cold and the pond is at such
a high altitude that no fish can live in it. From this basin the
walls of the mountain rise almost perpendicularly 1,500 feet form~
ing a well defined half circle around the southerly shores of the
Pond, The color or‘thg cliffs is brown, grey, pink and'purple,ac-
cording to the position of the sun, and the cloudé hanging over the
mountain peaks now and then rise above them revealing shaﬁp ger-
rated edges which resemble the volcanic formationg of the mountains
in the Hawaiian Islands. PFrom the highest points of Ht. Katahdin
the Laurentian Mountains on the North can be seen bordering the St.
Lawrence River aﬁd it is asserted on good authority that on a clear

day the Atlantic Ocean can be seen one hundred miles fo the South.
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The ascent to the mountain is difficult even for an accom-
plished mountain climber, while the trip across the Knife Bdge re-
quirses a cool head and sure footing. With a stiff wind blowing
from the North or SBouth the passage across thia bridge-like section
is perilous and must often be made on the hands and knees. This
Knife Bdge averages from four to six-reet in width with precipi-
tous slopes on each side having a sheer drop of from five hundred
to fifteen hundred feet., The Edge over which one climbs to the
peaks above is sharp, scarred and splintered by countless bolts of
lightning, the marks of which are unmistakable at every step{

Where difficult places are'to be scaled in the Alpg and in othgr
mountaineous regions frequented by tourists, certain aids tb climbe
ing such as ladders and railings have been provided, but on Katahdin
none of these welcome appliances have been installed and natur&_must
be faced and conquered without their aid by man's caolness and endure

ance.

The people of Maine have awakened to the fact that these vast
timberlands should have been retained as State property for the ben-
‘efit of future generations. The awakening came too late but the
establiahment of this Park will lay the foundation of a conatructive
State Forest Policy for the future,

The Mt., Katahdin Act provides for an appropriation sufficient
for the immediate purchase of the mountain itself together with Kae

tandin Lake, a beautiful lake six milgé away and on the line of the
proposed road to the mountain.'ﬁ}n unt of money will be appropri-
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ated annually to be used in extending the holdings of the State

8o that ultimately there will be included within the Park a large
portion and pérhaps all of the burned over area already mentioned.
The Commissioners who will handle the Park are empowered to pure
chase such rights of way as may be necessary for approaches and

they are authorized to build camps, roads and trails and to harvest

~Simber in a manner not to interfere with the scenery of the regidna

Although Mt, Katahdin Park has no connection with the Party
politics of the State the Republican Party at its State Conventién
in March 1920, just one hﬁndred years from the time Maine became a
separaﬁe State, indorsed the project and gawe its pledge to the
people of Maine that the Park would be established a&aﬁjdi;f
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Maine is famous for its twenty-five hundred miles of soancoast

and its thousands of islands, for its millions ot acres of forests

and its numberiess lakes and streams all of which arfora recreation

and out-door life to those who cars to enjoy them, but the Ht, Ka-

" ———_
-

tahdin Centennial State Park will be the crowning glpry of the State, j
the center of attraction énd a worthly memorial to commemorate the '

closing chapter of the firét and the opening chapter of the second/;

century of Statehood. _ -
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Mount Katahdin State Park
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Hon. Percival P. Baxter of Portland
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Af: the Annual Meéting of the

Maine Sportsmen’s Fish and Game Association

Hall of Representatives, State Capitol
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Mpr. President, Ladies and Gentlemen:

When your Committee invited me to appear
before you and speak upon the proposed Mount
‘Katahdin State Park, I accepted the invitation
with pleasure, for I well knew there was no organ-
ization in our State to whom this project would
appeal with more force than to the Maine Sports-
men’s Fish and Game Association. You know the
out-of-doors; you study the hillsides, the valleys,
and the wild life of the woods, and you, of all our
citizens, appreciate that spiritual, as well as physi-
cal, benefits are to be derived from a close contact
with nature. ‘

Mount Katahdin is located in the very heart of
the great timberlands of Maine, the “wild lands” as
they usually are called, and in view of this it is fit-
ting that in my remarks I should outline to you the
history of these wild lands, in which we are now
beginning to take an interest. The history of these
lands is fascinating. It is a story of violent specu-
lation in which fortunes were lost and men’s repu-
tations ruined, and in which fortunes were won and
great timber-owning families were established, and
made wealthy for generations to come. It isa story
of intrigue and corruption, where powerful and
selfish men often took that to which they had no
right, from those too weak to defend themselves and
their property. It is a story in which the rights of
the people in a princely inheritance were given
away or bartered for a song, for the folly of which
future generations forever will pay.

There are today in Maine about 14,000,000 acres
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of timberlands of which 9,100,000 comprise the so-
called “wild lands” which are situated in unorgan-
ized townships and in plantations. The greater part
of these lands was once the property of the people
of this State, and, had our forefathers handed down
to us this great domain, what a transformation
would have been wrought in the life and institu-
tions of our State!

In the early years these lands were sold for
trifling sums per acre to pay current expenses of
the State Government, to build roads, to pay min-
isters of the gospel, and in 1828, twelve townships
were sold in order to raise funds with which to build
the State House. From 1836 to 1839 these lands
were sold by the State so freely that no taxes were
levied, because a sufficient number of townships
were disposed of to provide the revenue necessary
for State purposes. In 1793 the State sold the so-
called Bingham lands, comprising 2,100,000 acres,
and the price paid for them was twelve and one-half
cents per acre. As late as the year 1813 the people
of the State of Maine owned more than 11,000,000
- acres of the finest timberland. The final act in this
tragedy occurred in 1868, only 53 years ago, and
this was the erowning calamity of all. This trans-
action has been known as the “State Steal” The
Legislature of that year passed an act to “aid in the .
- construction of the European and North American
Railway” and for the munificent consideration of
“one dollar paid by said Railway Company,” grant-
ed to that Company “all the timber and lands be-
longing to the State and situated upon the waters
of the Penobscot and St. John rivers to be used by
said Company to aid in the construction of its con-
templated line of railway,” which was to provide
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means for the defense of the Northeastern frontier.
In this deed it is recited that about 1,000,000 acres
of land “more or less” are conveyed to the railway
“for the purpose named in the act.” A careful esti-
mate shows that about 2,700,000 acres were given
away by that deed, which the Governor of the State
signed. The railroad, as a matter of fact, was
_constructed for a distance of about twelve miles,
but the deed had been signed, sealed and delivered,
and thus ended the rights of the people in all that
was left to them of a great inheritance.

" These facts are of the past; they are incidents
of a by-gone day, and regrets are fruitless. Today
it is:necessary for us to face the situation as it now
exists, so that we may plan to build for future gen-
- erations better than our ancestors built for us.
Today the State of Maine, out of this vast area of
millions of acres of timberland, is owner of but the
paltry amount of 830,837 acres. This land is sit-
uated in what is called the “Public Lots” scattered
all over the forest area. , _

The timberlands of Maine are fast passing
into the control of a few large corporations and in-
dividual holdings. One company today owns more
than 1,000,000 acres of land, and as there are about
19,000,000 acres in the entire State, this great
company owns one-nineteenth of the whole State
of Maine. Thirty-one timberland ownerships own
5,800,000 acres in Maine, which comprise 30%
of the entire acreage of the State, or 64% of all the
wild lands of the State. This concentration of own-
ership prevails in other New England States, for
~ the United States authorities show that fifteen own-
erships in Maine, New Hampshire and Vermont
own more than 15,500,000 acres of timberlands, or
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one-fourth of the combined forest areas in those
three states. These large ownerships create a
great monopoly, which controls prices, dictates
terms to the owners of small areas, stifles compe-
tition, and at times dominates State legislation by .
means of their arrogant lobbies. The powerful
business and political connections of these great
corporations, together with their undoubted con-
trol of the supply and distribution of news print
paper, gives them a position of extraordinary in-
fluence over many of the activities of our State.
Having in mind the fact that the people of
Maine once owned these great areas of timberland,
is it not fitting that, upon payment of a fair price
therefor, the grandest and most beautiful portion
of all this great area which the people of the State
once possessed, should again become their property?
The Mount Katahdin National Park project
was under consideration by Congress for some
years. Ex-Congressman Frank E. Guernsey of
Dover when a member of the National House, intro-
duced an act providing for the creation of a Federal
Forest Reserve in the Katahdin region, but this
failed of passage. In 1919 I introduced into the
State Legislature an act establishing a State Park in
the Katahdin region. I believed that the State of
Maine should establish the policy of acquiring waste
and burned-over timberlands, in order to make a be-
ginning toward maintaining and increasing the sup-
ply of timber and pulp, and in order to provide a
recreation ground in the most picturesque region of
the State. If this policy is established and con-
tinued, the State in the years to come will aequire
large areas of lands which are now practically
worthless, but which in the future will yield a
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harvest that will bring to the State an annual in-
come on the investment. This land can be bought
at a low price today, as much of it is of little use to
its owners, and the State can afford to carry it until
it is ready to be cut in a proper and scientific man-
ner. This purchase by the State will prove a profit-
able investment, and a direct income will be derived
from it when the crop of timber is harvested, while
an indirect income will be obtained from the tour-
ist travel that is bound to come to these forest areas
if this land is purchased in mountainous and rugged
regions, such as that of Katahdin. In addition to
these advantages, protection will be afforded to the
sources of the waterpowers of the State.

The policy of the State’s acquiring these lands
is approved by both Federal and State authorities.
Notwithstanding today’s tendency to decry public
ownership, a cry that is often raised by those who
seek to perpetuate their long-standing private own-
ership of natural resources, Mr. H. S. Graves, the
Chief Forester of the Federal Government, says:
“The States should acquire large forest tracts,” and
Hon. Forrest H. Colby, Forest Commissioner of this
State, a practical forester of wide experience, says:
“Federal or State ownership of timberlands partic-
ularly of cut-over and neglected lands is to be de-
sired and in a great measure will help to insure a
- future supply of lumber.” Maine with every op-
portunity and with all conditions favoring such a
policy, has done nothing while other states have
made splendid beginnings. New York has acquired
2,000,000 acres of timberland and thus controls
60% of the available pulpwood in that state. Penn-
sylvania has bought 1,000,000 acres, while under
the Weeks Act 1,800,000 acres have been purchased
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by the United States at an average price of $5.26
per acre. The Federal Government considers these
purchases a good investment and an annual income
already is assured from them. Now is the time to
establish this policy in Maine, and a trip to the
Mountain will convince even the most skeptical.
The value of timberlands is increasing constantly,
while the owners are becoming more reluctant to
sell. In a short time the land we can buy today will
be beyond our reach, and Maine will have lost its
- opportunity. The Great Northern Paper Company
was responsible for the defeat of the 1919 act, but
that act like many worthy projects, once defeated
comes back to the 1921 Legislature with renewed
vigor, with a strong and growing public sentiment
behind it, and with a fair prospect that those who
caused its defeat before may not be able to do so
again. ,

To most people Mount Katahdin is but a name,
To those who have both seen and climbed the Moun-
tain it is a wonderful reality, and the memories of
a trip to its summit remain vivid through the years.
At present the great Mountain, weather-beaten by
time and scarred by the avalanche, is almost inae-
cessible, the journey entailing expense, hardship

and discomfort. The grandeur of the Mountain, 1ts§

precipitous slopes, its massive cliffs, unusual forma:%
tion and wonderful coloring cannot be surpassed or
even equalled by any mountain east of the Missis-
sippi river. Katahdin rises abruptly from the plain
to the height of 5,273 feet, and, without foothills to
detract from its solitary dignity, stands alone, a
grim gray tower overlooking the surrounding coun-

try for hundreds of miles. It is small wonder that
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the aboriginal Indians believed it to be the home of
the spirits of wind, storm and thunder.

The scenery of the White Mountains in New
Hampshire is tame and ordinary when compared
with that of Mount Katahdin and the range beyond,
and Katahdin is not unworthy of a place among the
great mountains of the world. To reach the base
requires a tedious tramp of from fifty to sixty miles
over old and abandoned tote-roads, through fords
and swamps, with but an occasional well defined
path leading over pleasant ridges covered with
great trees, that give welcome shade to the weary
traveler. At best it requires from six to seven days
of steady walking to make the trip from civiliza-
tion to the Peak and return. There are several ap-
“proaches to the Mountain, but the most picturesque
is that which leads from the East into the South
Basin, where is located Chimney Pond, a beautiful
sheet of water, which, among ponds, is as unique
in its coloring and setting as Katahdin is among its
sister mountains. This pond is surrounded on the
South and West by a grand amphitheatre of per-
pendicular cliffs rising from 1500 to 2000 feet.
The water in this remarkable pond is so clear and
cold that fish cannot live in it, and it is as unin-
habited as the salt brine of the Dead Sea. Its sur-
face mirrors the ever-changing aspects of the
clouds and the multi-colored cliffs towering around
it. These cliffs are gray, blue, pink, or brown, ac-
cording as the atmosphere changes from hour to
hour, or as the position of the sun is altered.

By day man stands spellbound in that solitude
where man himself is an atom at the base of one
of nature’s noblest creations; by night he is in-
spired by the majesty of the moon as it rises and

9



moves westward in a stately curve over the sep.
rated peaks, which throw themselves up into the
deep blue of the night as though to join the com-
pany of the stars.

The climb to Pamola Peak by a rough trajl
through stunted pine, over great granite boulderg
that lie spilled in endless drifts on the side of
the Mountain, up the steep slope to the summit,
down into the “Chimney” where the rush of air
threatens to tear one’s feeble grasp from the cliffs
to which one clings, and then across the treacherous
“Knife Edge” to Mountam peak, is both difficult
and dangerous.

'The passage of the Knife Edge requires a coo]
head and sure footing, and I am not ashamed to
admit that I gladly availed myself of the friendly
and reassuring hand of my companion, as I crept
gingerly over the rough piles of loose and broken
rock. On every hand were countless marks of the
lightning’s work, which looked like the spattering
of lead from bullets that had struck upon the stone
leaving a grayish film surrounded by the shattered"
rock. Lightning has bombarded this Mountain top
for ages, but Katahdin, unconquered and unafr i
still holds aloft its noble head.

Here man has provided none of those -aldsg
mountain climbing which one finds conveniently
- placed in the difficult passes of the Alps, or in some

portions of the Rockies. On Monument Peak is .

heaped up a pile of stones to mark the summit, in
the crevices of which is kept a copper box, and those
who have the courage and strength to attain that
peak are supposed to deposit their names in the box,
as proof that at last they are numbered among
those genuine mountain climbers .who possessed
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the endurance to climb the highest and the rough-
est mountain in New England.

The great plateau extends for miles from the
South Peak to the North Peak. It is wind-swept
and strewn with huge granite boulders that seem to
have been shaken from the clouds by a giant hand.
It is covered in places with a dense growth of knee-
high serub spruce and pine, through which it is im-
possible for man to pass. This plateau once was
the home of a large herd of caribou, all of which
were killed or driven northward by the relentless
hunter. I have talked with woodsmen who dis-
tinctly remember these strangd animals as they
<" grazed over this elevated feeding ground, or stood
on the edge of the Mountain looking over into the
great space beyond.

‘There is a growth of moss and small plants in
places, that gives this area the appearance of the
sub-Arctic tundra. Standing here one sees the
Laurentian Mountains on the north bordering the
St. Lawrence River, and the Atlantic Ocean on the
south. At one’s feet is a panorama of endless for-
est, of great lakes that melt away into the distant
haze, countless ponds and winding streams with
v .their white markings of falls and rapids, while the
dark evergreen growth, here and there outlined by
t}}e lighter growth of the hardwoods, extends in all
directions. The wilderness of the forest seems
endless.

It is interesting to know that on this tableland
are springs of water flowing out from the rocks at
the height of 5000 feet above the surrounding coun-
try, and on the hottest day in summer the water is
cool and refreshing. Here in August, 1920, in the
shade of a huge boulder and by the side of these
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running springs, gathered a little group of tired
. men, among whom were Charles P. Barnes, Speaker
of the Maine House of Representatives, Arthur G.
Staples and Sam E. Connor of the Lewiston Jour-
nal, Willis E. Parsons, Commissioner of Inland Fish
and Game, Burton W. Howe of Patten, Nathaniel
C. Howe of Ashland, Charles A. Fogg of Houlton,
George A. Houghton of Bangor, and the writer of
this address, who discussed the Mount Katahdin
Park from every angle and pledged their support
to the cause.

In 1903 a huge forest fire, the most destruc-
tive in the history of the State, destroyed about
270,000 acres in this mountain region. Of this
area 115,000 acres were surveyed recently by the
United States Government and it is in this area
that Mount Katahdin Park is to be located. Today
the conditions for the establishment of this park are
ideal. The cost of the land should be low, as its
value for timber purposes is trifling. The park is
in the very heart of the mountain where the scen-
ery is the grandest and most varied. Whatever
timber there is on the slopes of the mountain is so
inaccessible as to make it valueless, for its removal
. is impossible; while at the base of the mountain in
one section of the park is a new growth of poplar,
birch and other woods, which in a few years will
become of value, and when properly harvested will
furnish an income to the State. The land will be
worth to the State, as land only, all that it costs and
will prove a good investment. Unlike certain great
institutions of the State that are a constant drain
upon its resources with their ever-increasing de-
mands, this project will prove self-sustaining, and
of increasing value in the passing years.
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The proposed park covers an area of 57,232
acres and comprises the whole of Mount Katahdin,
and Katahdin Lake, of itself one of the most beau-
tiful of all Maine’s lakes, and which abounds with
trout. The boundaries of the park can be extended
_later if succeeding legislatures deem such extension
- advisable. This park will prove a great attraction,
not only to the people of Maine who will frequent
it, but also to those who come from without our
State to enjoy the free life of the out of doors. The
park will bring health and recreation to those who
- journey there, and the wild life of the woods will
- find refuge from their pursuers, for the park will

“ be made a bird and game sanctuary for the pro-

tection of its forest inhabitants. Roads, trails, and
camps will be built in the most favored locations,
and the camps will be rented for nominal sums to
those who wish to use them. For those who want
hard mountain climbing, trails will be laid out over
difficult routes to the top of the mountain, while
easier trails will be provided for those who do not
desire to make the supreme effort. Katahdin then
will become a great recreation center for those who
seek the woods that are unspoiled by fashionable
hotels with liveried attendants, or by costly club
houses frequented by the devotees of tennis and golf.

The establishment of this park is not connected
with party politics, but the Republican platform of
1920 endorsed it, and the Democrats of the same
year favored State ownership of burned-over and
denuded timberlands. Governor Parkhurst in his
inaugural message to the Legislature stamped it
with his approval; your Fish and Game Association
has adopted resolutions supporting it, and all the
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while public sentiment is rapidly being crystalized
in its favor. :

Maine is famous for its 2500 miles of seacoast,
with its countless islands, for its myriad lakes and
ponds, and for its forests and rivers, but Mount
Katahdin Park will be the State’s crowning glory,
a worthy memorial to commemorate the end of the
first and the beginning of the second century of
Maine’s statehood. This park will prove a blessing
to those who follow us, and they will see that we
built for them more wisely than our forefathers did
for us. Shall any great timberland or paper-mak-
ing corporation, or group of such corporations,
themselves the owners of millions of acres of Maine
forests, say to the People of this State, “You shall
not have Mount Katahdin, either as a memorial of
your past or as a heritage for your future?”
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KOUN? KATAHDIN

By
PERCIVAL P. BAXTER, —
. . (3 F
GOViENOR OF MAINE / } 2 “

To most people Mount Katahdin is but 2 name, To
those who have both seen and climbed the Mountein it is & wonderful
reality, and the memories of & trip to its summit remain vivid
through the years. 4% present the graat Kountein, weather-besten
by time snd scarred by the avalanshe, is almost ineccessible, the
journey entailing expense, herdship and discomfort. The grandeur
.0f the Mountain, its precipitous slopes, its massive cliffs, unusual
formation and wonderful coloring cannot be surpassed or even eqwallei

by &ny mountain east of the Mississippl river. Xatahiin rises
abruptly from the plain to the helght of 5,273 feet, and, without
Toothills to detrect from its solitary dignity, stands alons, & grim
gray tower overlooking the surrounding country for hundreds of miles,
It {8 sxall wonder that the sboriginal Indians belleved it to be the
home of the spirite of wind, storm and thunder, B

The scenery of the VWhite Mountains in New Hempshire is
tame &nd ordinary when compared with that of Xount X = tahdin and the
renge beyond, and Katahdin is not unworthy of & place among the great
mountains of the world. Tomach the base requires a tedious tramp
of from £ifty to sixty miles over old and abandoned tote-roads,
through fords and swampa, with but an ocoasional well defined path
leading over pleasant ridges covered with great trees, that give
welcbme shade t0 the weary traveler. At best it requires from eix
to Beven days of stéady walking to make the trip from ocivilization
%0 the Peak snd return. There are several approaches to the ‘
Mountain, but the most pioturesque is that which leads from the East
into the South Basin, where is logsted Chimmey Pond, a beautiful
sheet of weter, which, among ponds, is as unique in its coloring and
setting as Katahdin 1s among its sister wountains. This pond is
suxrounded on the South and West by & grand amphitheatre of per-
pendfculsr cliffs rising from 1500 to 2000 feet. The water in this
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remarkabls pond s 80 clear and cold thet fish osmnot live in 1%, and it
1,91 88 uninhabited as the salt brine of the Dead Sea. Its surface

;mirrors the ever-ghanging aspects of the olouds and the multi-colored
. eliffs towering avound 1t, These oliffs are gray, blue, pink, or brown,
aocordlng a8 the satmosphere changes from hour t0 hour, or as the position

oi' the sun 15 altered,
By day man etands spellhound in that aoli.tndo where man himself

' is an.atom at the base of one of hature's noblest oreations; by night

he 18 inspired by the .mjjeaty of the moon ae it rises ani moves west-
ward in & stately curve over the serrated peaks, which throw themselves
up into the deep bluo of the night as though to join the compeny of
the stars.

The passage of the Knife Edge requires & cool head and sure
footing, and I am not sshamed t0 admit that I gladly evailed myself of
the friendly snd resssuring hand of my compenion, a8 I crept gingerly
over the rough piles of iooec and broken :;'ock. On every hand were
countless marks of the lightning's work, which looked like the spatt-
ering of lesd from bullets that had struck upon the stone leaving &
grayish f1lm surrounded by the shattered rosk. Lightning has bom-
barded this Mountain top for ages, but Katehdin, unconquered and unafraid,
8t111 holds aloft its noblo head, -

Standing on tho smtt ot Katahdm ons seas the Laurentisn
Mountaina on the north boxdering the 8t. Lawrence River, and the Atlantio
Oceen on the south. At one's feet i8 & panorama of endless forest, of
great lakes that melt away into the dimtant haze, countless ponds and
winding streams "Aithl their white mrktnsélot falls and rapids, while the
dark evergreen growih, here end there 6ntllnod by the lighter growth of
the hardwoods, extends in &ll directiona., . The wilderness of tje forest
seems endless,

The proposed park covers an ares of 67,288 aores and comprises
the whole of Mount Ketahdin, and Katahdin Lake, of itself one of the
most beantiful of all Naine's lakes, and which abounds with trout. ZThe
boundaries of the park can be extended later if succeedinzg legilslatures
leem such extension advisable. .Ihu park will prove a great attr#otion.
.ot only to the peopls of Maine whi will frequent it, but also to those
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who come from without our State t0 enjoy the free life of the out of doors,
The park will bring health and reoreation to those who Jowrney there, end
the wild life of the woods will find refuge from their pursuerz, for the
Park will be made a bird and geme sansctuary forx the proteotion of ite
forest inhabitantse.

Maine is famous for its 2600 miles of soacoast, with its
sountless islsnds, for its myrisd lakes and ponds, and for its forests
and rivers, but Mount EKatahdin Park will de the 3tate's crowning glovy,
a worthy memorial to gozmemorate the end of the first and the begimming
of the second centuxry of Maine's statehood,
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by the present Legislature, I framed, and the Legislature sub-
mitted to our Supreme Judicial Court, certain water power ques-
tions. The Court, in answering these questions, gave its
opinion that the development by the State of storage reser-
voirs and basins and of the undeveloped water powers incident
thereto would be at variance with the existing provisions of
our State constitution. The State constitution was adopted in
the first instance by the people of the State, and consequently
is subject to amendment by them. In view of the court’s opin-
ion, before actual development can be undertaken by the State,
it is necessary for the Constitution to be amended. I believe
in the passage of such an amendment and urge upon you its
serious consideration. During the period that such an amend-
ment is before the people for deliberation and discussion, the
Waterpower Commission should continue its work of investi-
gation. ’

Maine should not fall back into its former state of indif-
ference to this vital question. Maine must advance. Private
development should be encouraged and property rights must
be respected. It need never be feared that the State of Maine
will take property or rights from lawful owners without re-
turning to them lawful compensation therefor. The construc-
tion of storage reservoirs and basins and the development of

the undeveloped waterpowers incident thereto by the State,
should, in my opinion, be begun under proper safeguards after
present restrictions are removed. Maine needs the benefit of
its waterpowers and the need becomes more pressing as years
go by. My deep interest in this issue continues, but it must
of necessity be in an executive, rather than in a legislative

capacity.

MT. KATAHDIN PARK

The forests of Maine, with our waterpowers, constitute the
great natural resources of the State. The waterpowers in
their hature are perpetual, while the forests may be and have
been, wantonly destroyed by wasteful management and by
fire. A century of statehood has passed, during which period
the millions of forest acres once publicly owned have passed
to private hands. In the heart of the wilderness of these woods
stands Mt Katahdin, the greatest monument of nature

10



east of the Mississippi river. This mountain raises its
head aloft, unafraid of the passing storm, and is typical of
the rugged character of the people of Maine. The purchase
of this mountain will constitute a fitting memorial to the past
century and an inspiration to the new.

Unlike most projects that call for the expenditure of a con-
siderable sum of money, this park will prove to be an asset
to the State from which will be derived both direct and indi-
rect income. The establishment of some great institutions by
the State creates for all time a burden on the public treasury
but this park will prove a safe investment in lands and timber,
an investment which will increase in value with the passing
years. ,

X bring this project to your attention as one which our late
zovernor endorsed without reservation. In his inaugural he

- SRy o

“By sound principles of public policy, reinforced by party
pledge, we are committed to the establishment of a State park
and forest reserve, to the conservation of our forests, to a pro-
gram of reforestation of cut-over and burned land, and to the
development of waterpower resources within the State.”

The establishment of this park will lay the foundation of
a policy whereby the present generation will deliver a great
inheritance to the generations to come.

WILD LAND VALUES

In 1905, during my ﬁ'rst Legislative session, an appro-
priation of $2500 was made for the purpose of cruising the
" wild lands of the State in order to ascertain their value for the
purpose of taxation, and since then an increased appropriation
has been made by succeeding Legislatures. This work has been
conscientiously done under the supervision of the board of State
assessors. Two hundred and sixty-three townships out of a
total of about 441 already have been surveyed. I doubt if the
State ever has made as wise an expenditure of the public money
as this has proven to be. Since 1905 the total amount of $90,000
has been spent upon this work and the State already has
received from it in taxation, not including interest, the sum of
$575,765.42. This shows a net tax income from 'thfs item of
$485,765.42. It is readily seen that an appropriation larger
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Y, d also would not advise the construction of a new school-
bouse costing $25,000 at the State School for Boys.
The building of a dormitory for women at the University
“of Maine, to cost $435,000, is not of vital importance and it is
desirable that the University straighten out its financial affairs
before additional buildings are erected there by the State.
By accepting these recommendations you will save on these
“special appropriations $540,000.

. SALARIES ‘

—==The question 6f increased salaries is for you to determine
“after due consideration. The salaries paid by the State of
; are modest, and those of certain State officials and heads
artments are not adequate for the services rendered.
ccessful administration of the State’s affairs depends
jpon the conscientious work of these faithful men, and
tate after training them in the public service can ill afford
ose them. Funds are not available for a general increase
alaries, bt"gt some attempt to equalize them should be under-
# ‘The ‘total annual amount required to do this would
¢ large and I recommend this problem to you for your
ghtful discussion. As this question is pending before you
as its present status is somewhat involved, I have refrained
- from suggesting changes in the Budget items.

e MOUNT KATAHDIN PARK

-In my Inaugural Address of February oth, I advocated the
establishment of the Mount Katahdin State Park, and then
2 member of the Senate introduced a bill calling for an appro-
Priation of $100,000 for that purpose. This park in my opinion
Will prove of inestimable benefit to the State of Maine, it will
Prove a wise investment and will be more than self-sustaining.
The financial condition of the State at the present time, how-
Cver, will not warrant the expenditure of this sum of money,
Which, however, would mean an increase of but 1-13 of a mill
——,,m“ﬂ?e State tax. If I ask you gentlemen to sacrifice some of
the Projects you consider of importance to the State I should
D& prepared to do likewise. ' I propose a plan whereby at this
Session you can establish the principal of this park without
Creasing the Budget recommendations.
he Budget calls for an appropriation for cruising wild lands
¢h will immediately produce a substantial increase in the
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State's revenue. Omne-half of this increased revenue can b
used for the purchase of park land and there will be no in.
crease in the rate of taxation. The Budget in another iten
recommends that $25,000 be appropriated for ‘“the purchase
of land and for general forestry purposes.” A resolve simila;
to this has been passed by several preceding Legislatures byt
the money never has been used for the “purchase” of land a5
was originally contemplated. If one-half of this appropriation
also is set aside for the Mount Katahdin Park no increase in
the Budget need be made. If you adopt these two suggestions,
sufficient funds will be forthcoming to establish the Park and
- this Legislature will always be remember for its farsighted ac-
tion. Katahdin Park will be for Maine what the Yosemite ig
for California. .

At the hearing on this bill before the Committee on State
Lands and Forest Preservation it was suggested that one of
the great timberland-owning paper companies might make 3
gift to the State of a certain amount of land in Mt. Katahdin
township. In so far as I have heard this suggestion was in-
definite, having been brought to my attention through the news-
paper accounts of the hearing.  This paper company owns an
undivided £ interest in Mt. Katahdin township, and if it should
seriously consider giving a portion of this § interest to the State
such portions of the township as contain timber or pulpwood
would probably be reserved from the gift. It is to be regretted
that this great company, which itself has been given rights of
untold value in the water resources of Maine, should oppose
this park. It is generally understood that this opposition does
not come from a desire on the part of this company to'8 ;
the State of Maine from the expense of a park, but that it

i

nent domain. The legislative agents of this company héﬁfe
decreed that this Legislature shall not establish a park, for to
do so the State must use its power to take land for public pur- -
poses. It should be remembered, however, that the very com-
pany which opposes this bill has repeatedly been given rights
of eminent domain by the State, which rights have been exer-
cised by that company for private gain and not for public uses,
and it is unfortunate that an attempt to dominate the Maine
Legislature should be made by the representatives of this power-
ful corporation. I often have thought that perhaps these leg-
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g agents do not always represent to their principals the
tuation on this and similar public matters. I respect
those individuals who honestly believe it inexpedient that this
park be established at the present time, but-the people of the
State resent the attempt which the Great Northern Paper Co.
is making to prevent the State’s exercising the right of eminent
domain, especially in view of the fact that that company, to its
own great profit, has been freely given this right by the State.

“The Budget has divided the coming period of two and one-

half years into one of six months, and two periods of one year
_each. - I believe it will be more convenient if the two and one-
half years are divided into two periods, the first for eighteen
aths and the second for twelve months, and the summary
come and expenses submitted herewith are in this form.
departments of State except that of the Adjutant Gen-
d State Land Agent and Forest Commissioner are under
£ pervision of the Governor and Council, and their ac-
counts pass through the Auditor’s Office. In my opinion it
would be for the interest of the State if these departments
were brought in line with the others.
1 looking over the appropriations and actual expenses of
the various State departments for the years 1919 and 1920 it
appears that overdrafts were made amounting to $1,517,927.82,
and the Governor and Council were called upon to make pro-
vision to meet these overdrafts out of the Contingent Fund.
Shortly after assuming the office of Chief Executive I invited
the heads of departments to a conference and impressed upon
them the fact that the Legislature, not the Governor and Coun-
cil, was the appropriating body, and I explained that hereafter
each department must plan to live within the income provided
for it by the Legislature. The Governor and Council cannot
assume the responsibility of enlarging legislative appropriations
and the Contingent Fund should be drawn upon in case of real
emergency only.

The amount of cash on hand March 1st in the State Treas-
ury was $3,937,223.26. This money is deposited in the various
banks and trust companies of the State and the State receives
interest on its daily balances.

If the affairs of this State are conducted upon the some-
what reduced appropriations of the accompanying schedule
the estimated income to the State, less these appropriations,
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1 sm gled to be prosent ot tals mesting of the eitizens of
Femoheoot Coundy whoe have coma togzather to diseuss what ¢an be done for
tie welfare of the 3tate of iUaine, These Beetings ol the slate
Shazber of Comnerce ¢ughi to bo of real Wenafiy te eur state, )
sitizena of laine have & etreng smss of loyalty to our mapesstive
emtiea‘. 1 tske gride is my ecunty of Cumberland snd you have
reszon $0 ba proud of your County of Penobsoot, ¥e should, hows
o¥er, naver overlook the fast that above ell we are eliisens of tie
dtute of Uaing ead our pride in and loysliy fo our eountlsoe must ever
be sceondsry to oar Lateress in the steie s & whale, “at
bensfite one oounty Alreotly denefits the other 18 sounties vin;&\ineﬂs
asd theoe meetings will 4o muesh towarde bringlag Sogether all the
sounties Irem Arovetook $0 York and from Oxford W Zsshington, 4
have often felt that the petty jealousiwhich ssustizen hoW® sometioes
eropped eut in dtate uffuirs halrt dons saoh fewsris retarding the
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I s esposialiy glad $o be ia Banger tedsy for this is
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and uy Govarners Tor tventy years he had the lauisdle smbifion te
serve Shala #%a%e as Cale? Dxeautlve, Althozzh he mot with
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I Jein with gou in psying wy reszaest $0 hls memory, Had 2e lived
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to the hoaor of his nsiive Btsic, 1 414 not ssek the ofllge I
aow hold end the burdens that were Bis heve Boen plsged npoa mm, us
long &8 I o dovernor 1 shall earry fheos turdens and responaibilities
and pledge te tie pudlle service wisteover ebility thers iz withis ma,
Ten oitizeas of senchuoot County will ever oherish the msaory of your

doporsed Covernor znd 1t wae my privilege this soranls: t visis his
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wreath upon hls tomb,
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ttens mmst lu dlesusaed fos2lensly snd without recerve, ¥hile I
oz Governor I propose to take the popio ol thin stute fate oy confie
dence am po I hsve epportuniity e g¢ about among them e6nd tell tham
what 18 in =y hears, I simll 1% be evntent to sit comfortebly in
the sancy corner offles ia the #tete Capitel Wub shall gresment my
faones te the pmo-le of the stsie 80 et they may stedy then ea&lx havy
falth in tboit ultiuste decialen, ’ |

Upon eoming inte otﬂu & Gevernor is faced Wy many '
proal e, imeag the moet d1rtieult of uluum u tie jroblem of

.agpamtaenu. in scme ¢aoas thare are m uen &vul..bh fay state
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inte thia pasuun as 1 414, fres from sny obligstions exproszced or
izplied, unhempersd by the esual eoemplicatioos thst inevitably eur-

round & succezsful esndidate in & hard-fowght eampsign, 1 shall appoint '

to offlee only tuose men who in my epinion are thoroushly qualifieéd for
tae poslitlons Ome prineiple ko been definltely estoblished in the
wtti's of I'._ixlne} aad tunt i.slti‘wﬁ n? poblie 3exvant shalil snrre tod
moRSere, it beonue my duty to g=ll ng.a the Chalrmun of the Jublie-
Utllitdles Connlesalon to rnﬁ.gn. ' 1 found tx-% whlle he w3 drawe
ing sn esple polary froa the ote.@ R was aled Ln the on.loy of privets
oorpar-tionss Eis usefulness to the :tate hod cosced; and although
Ae mde a somewi-t aangentlenenly reuly % the cmieéﬁia I sddrecsed

to him he nevertheless regizned his offles and his suceesser hes not

yed baen apaolated, I hope for the £00d neme of tie iste of



$iom should be paid for e chsrter itself snd the frasckise it oom~
" Salns whiek the tats gave freely snd for which the stete recsived
no return, 9! of the Sanntors of the lset leglslatwre in s
4sdate had nvo Ty to hna»b that 1 wes oppboed to privete
o by otCAdIon
nugwagw 588 nvawd ast beside him snother Senzter who hsd ia his
?gvggaﬁs»g!;%éqﬁgg
hinm not less thon one ~hslf & million dcllaca, This gharter oon=
talned ths two olsunes sdows referred to end I wes glad to slgm %
00 a8 t0 excoursge a large develepment in Arocstook county, . i
e State Chember of Commwros will face this question without reserve
and without fesr of sntagonising powsrful intereste of the State they
will perform s public @orviocs, I went to see every water powsy
in ¥sine reveloped 3o ita full oapscity, . 1 gunt to ese the
peopls of the itate deriving & direot as well as an indirset benefit
from thene dsvulopmenta, Bat 1 ohanll alwsys oppose teking any
anwr»uwgca« of the State ouw"m»mananlauﬂﬁmoggg%

__&p I»Enloﬂ. om berdare,
_

BRSO o i up REORGSNTI

. . ,_ Sy nﬁowﬂg Rgpnuﬂ!ﬁu«ngaengﬁ and the

., gauf!uﬂunﬁ#gwgﬁ#lgggg in
. g«no of the siostoon nillion acres in kstne fiftecn million
‘ozes sro goverss by trees and the harvesting of these tlmberlsnds
 farnishes the mesms of livelihood to a large proportion of oar peopls,
You 811 knov sumetaing of the history of the vildlends, It s mkt
80 very many years agd that the wncuua of the State themselves ownad
" nine milliom sores and it regaires no imsgination to plotare”tne
gn»n- thet would have secrued $o our people if this inheritznoce
. had not been sguandered, f2ase, homver, are hygones but thoy |
_g ™o g upsn &8 the aneed of tulildlng for gw fut.re botter

than our ancestors buils for us,
Up in the heart of Maline Ssua stands e monntain called -
nlgo it 18 the graniest menument g pature east of the
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ADDR:S3 OF 2&01&1: Pe BAXTXR,
GOVERHGR OF MAINM

AT JOIN? PIRLD DAY QF FOBK COUNTY F/RM BUREAU AKD
AT THR FARX OF :oma RUSSELLY W257 n.mmtm WKL frapa

AUQUST 2Bth, 1921,

" 1 have some here today to dimouss with yon mm;um
I am glod that we hove pro¥lems fn the G%ate of Muime Loy 4f we Bed 1o, .
probi’eng‘ we should soon Daooms s very Sof¥ und cssy geing peapleq. ., With
8 state, just as with an 1ndividusl, 1f wo have pro¥lams snd Yexstious .
quobéiohs’ %0 decide we fade them emd dsolde then, ‘and by doing ™ Vaoumwe.

_wetter able to Garry o the wrk of 1ifse - It is mot te be regretted

that there sre serious prodlems in the State ef Naiue but all we heve $e..
do 1s © eooperste and face them squarely, and we will sll.-be begter for .
hsving done 60. * ' Most of the troubles $hat come shout i $hie parld, .,
arise frou Julonsy ana misundersieniding sad these meetings will. m
ovey thede jeulouniesn snd um&emtmuagi to & very greas extonty -
went %6 Molp fh Wery wey what T esm” I want to halp dring Whe 4108
ent ‘groups L the §hatd together] s6 SHat afber:euning mm&: %.
have '}n.'s omd thing 1 mind, @k thet 15 the edyvusemant of the highesy ..
interests of our State of Malwes B g N $t$
EREL TR UF it 46 $6XE 6 People ¢f.2MANe dute nF. !MM@L&!&
them what I heve in minf;® 816duss qeeéstions 'smueraly snt fxsedy WA .,
them; 'present the fsots ss I see them, and then et the people of the

Stote deoide What 15 to be domse I bolteve & Govermer, if he has — |
eoniiatiom; 17 he has 1dess Ne believes ars for the beat interesis af
the State; shonld tell the paep/J..t of the State ahout them. Mils I .
em GAwernor, this yeor and hexs, I sm going to devoile my time to going
over the State and staylng right in the Stute of Msine, meeting the
people of the State talking things over with them, and then lesving the
quewtions for their dectuion. - I ehall mob we sgntent %o remsin 1n
ny eenturtabh ‘off1ce in the Staté Ompitol emd do Just the rousine woik
of the Stato, ‘dut’T #m going vut whensver I cax to moed the men ond WomeR
of our Stata and then my work will hsavs been daone,
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" the State oonstruets storége réaarvoirs,‘ which is a;a iur as 1 believe is
ought t’é\go,at- the presant timé, 1% will help every water power owner

on the rivers of ‘the Stutes . . These wqtsr power owners connot sfford
to' bulld shese dm themsalvea, on acoonnt ‘of the aivided mnership er
the wuter ;owara, dut zhe Btate eanutap in a:ml puild the dams, sell the

water to the power owners et e fair price, and thus encoure.ge them u

bring 1ndnstr!es inte Muines

Coets o . oo, UORESTSs, : : :

- Mains 18 prigarily & fprect 83ates . _We heve grest areas of .
forest land, end I heve alweys been intercsted in the forestry problem.
‘I want the 3tate et Ma.lne to bem w hu.y up waete and burned over tim- ‘

RICIEEE N ) i

‘berlend - to be unsed for reforestation, 80 that in the years to come we
my have forest rasources that will pr_ovide such forest prodncts as are
resuired by our Stotee ' I hove adiooute_ﬂ thig now for three sessions,
but like many good -"proja'ctsA 1t hekes & long time to get them through.

%o should :é.dopft" & Stete pblic.y‘that wﬁl ﬁltimtoly’régain wasﬁ dands
1n° nery par’k o the Btato, ‘end thus begin referesting in s practical
ri:,"tn tho ond that m' son;}ations to oomo, ‘the pecpie 1n the atata

143 .2y

A B h¥ 15i8l ;1‘ )
i ﬁaﬁo Bﬁ% re 5. & foressry domain az uhseﬁ tkay ney
~ %8 z»vur ?rqu {g meﬁryv«t ’ﬁ_!?.z. 3 i;xs-e SHE pmd G "~~u-|-:.£ *

be proud. he peopls ﬂe mo owned over 9,000 000 aeres o:t

tin’ea‘rlsné,‘"wé ‘S.'hn ‘State now owns 300 600 cores and this 1s so cnt wp
and’ aia‘hﬂhwl 1n lm&ll parode that it repre:;onts oomparutholy sull
arees in varions parts of the’ Stz‘%e. ' Grtup these aress togsther smd .
they om be wsed ‘88 @ rmoleus for the,purposws' T heve cutlineds  If
we hed & S’:.&t-e'fb_re;st domein 1t comld be 80 msnuged thuat the 3tste could
dél:ive e Bplendid rwvenue from it. . I have scen it stuted in one of
the 1argo daily papers that 11; tekes fii’ty-four sores of timberlsnd to
provido anough puper for one edition of Chiczgo's great mewspupers,
Thit ‘Boems quito 8 large _aore&go for one edition, bus there are many
persens #ho ers interésted in the puper business who cen tell yoﬁ whe=
£héf b7 Aot timt paper mggeratad ths Btrtement.

A year ago it ws8 =y privnoge to olmb nonnt Kutahdin snd I

-

shall never forget mv ssnsatian when I viewd_ the tremerndous expa.nse of

lakes and forests which formerly wers the propsrty of the people of lsine .
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s I stood there, below me there sesmed %0 be enough timber to supply
the needs of all Hew Eng'land for centuries to come, but when I was

told that timber experts hod eatimutsd th.t Maine's supply would lass
bus. twonty or thirty yoars, end ﬂlt‘t :ron 160,000 so 200,000 goreg were
stripped and denudad esoh your, I realized thut the d&ys of Meine's
foroats were rmmbered unless something wae dome to check thia destmo«-
tion and to replenish the supplys - <:.This 18 evidenge of the immedicte
need cf ta.king euch ateps ag will Yoke osre of our future needs, snd
keep uaine a torcsta what they Bhould bae. . Home doy Iwems she 3tete
of Haino ta own neunt K&tahun. .» I% 1s one of nature's wonder epote.

P o PRI 5 . N - g S £
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-1 .0One of the renlly grect problems of the State of Maine 18 that of

i1ts faxmes . Whem I $ook up the oensus &nd Baw thit there were 11,778
fewer furms being operated in ¥aine in 1920, them in 1510, 1 was smazeds
This mesns thes appraximstely 100 farms e month were sbandoned in tbe.
Stete for s period exteniing over tén yenrs. %hat ozn we 46 to |
rezedy-shis ounndition; - what steps ‘ean be trken to reclaim and rapelple
langs Wiriok-aracnow neglectéd? - ° ‘Parhips thé GHeition of texstion
mwmmm%ﬁﬁk»@ss&f@az Uy alda plen te
s14 the Patmey 1w sesiifg ‘th¥ difojieds ‘Wit ofii¥eniiicen thit dre &o” r
csaily. #binined by mam und womes: uwznrgcr ‘oenterss m: oan .
only. bﬂu\na by Baking soosseL¥le V5 ‘the 56 of modern 1mentiona,
and our watey power, if develoned, Wwill plaoe them in a position to '
tcke adventoge of cuctrioity in their farm work thus eliminatins the .
drudgery end long hours now nedessury t6 the former's success, I
belleve thrt the queltann of electrisisy will hove a very important
bearing upom she question of farm l1ife in Maine, ~ I omn & farm Jues
out ¢f she Gity of Portlend, - I have 1ived on it in the summer for
mm-nru yam snd for twenty-acven yaura atumblod eround in the
darg, ueing o)&-foshioned lumps, both morning end might. I lived 4n °
8 house withous hodern cenveniences mnd without’ en joying any of those ‘
spplisnces which eliminute dradgery and whioch 1% 1s now possible for

,thi famqi' A0 enjoy. .- Sinea elaotrioclity oame, 1ife 18 different,

Today on the modern furm, mude modern by the use of eleotricity, would
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Mr Chairman, and Members of the Maine Forestry Asso-
ciation:

It gives me pleasure to welcome you here today, and I
am glad to know that the Maine Forestry Association is
again to take up its activities that were interrupted by the
te war. 1 congratulate those of you who arranged this
ccessful meeting, and predict that your association will
o much for the forestry interests of our State. Maine
imarily is a forest state, and it is fitting that this Asso-
ciation be revived so that it may take a leading part in
ymoting the State’s welfare.

: B THE TREE _
e growth and harvesting of our forest products has
ys been a subject that especially appealed to me. In
opinion the tree is the most beautiful object of nature,
- although some people would give this distinction to
Yiver, mountain, lake or waterfall, the tree always has
n my pré;ference both from a sentimental and practical
oint. To me it outranks all of nature’s creations.
ether it be the tree standing alone in graceful outline,
offering shade to man or beast and a place of abode for
_the birds of the air, or the grove or forest teeming with

“est possessions. Trees clothe the barren earth and make

(it fruitful and habitable for man and beast. With Joyce
Kilmer:
- “I think that I shall never see
— A poem lovely as a tree;
% A tree whose hungry mouth is prest
Against the earth’s sweet flowing breast;
A tree that looks at God all day,
And lifts her leafy arms to pray;
A tree that may in summer wear .
A nest of robins in her hair;
Upon whose bosom snow has lain;
‘Who intimately lives with rain.
Poems are made by fools like me,
But only God can make a tree.”
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From a practical point of view the tree is indispensable
to modern life. The products of our forests are used daily -
-by all citizens who seldom appreciate the great extent
to which these products enter into the life of the home,
and into the prosperity of the industrial and commercial
interests of the nation. Although I never have had any
financial interest in timberlands, or in the products there-
from, I fully realize how important it is for the State of
Maine to have a continuing and dependable supply of tim-
ber. In so far as I am able I desire to contribute towards
the establishment of a State forestry program that will
assure to future generations an adequate supply of forest
products.

MAINE’S FORESTS
.This Association is composed both of timberland owners
and of those having no ownership in timberlands. Its mem-
bership is open to anyone who loves the trees of Maine, for
second perhaps to its water powers, trees are Maine’s great-
est natural resource. We Maine people have not appreci-
ated what our forests mean to us, and too often have taken
them as a matter of course. Trees abound on every hand; -
- when cut down nature gives us others, and our supply seems .
almost inexhaustible. Visit the far West where the great -
American desert stretches north and south the entire length -
of this country between the prairies of the western states
and the mountains of the Pacific Coast; visit China or other
far-away countries where trees are almost unknown, an
you then will realize how favored is the State of Maine.
A few months ago I stood spellbound upon the top o ‘
Mount Katahdin, and looked across the great forest areas™
of northeastern Maine. Hundreds of thousands of acres
of the finest timberland in the world lay at my feet, and--=
the black growth of the evergreens, patched with the lighter
growth of hard woods, stretched forth in every direction.
Here and there the bright waters of the rivers threaded _
their way through the woods on their long journey' to the
sea, and the foam of the waterfalls and rapids, catching the
rays of the sun, spanned these waters with glistening bands.
I was in the heart of Maine, on the highest peak of land .
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““within the State. Standing there all alone I was carried

" away by the prospect before me. To me Maine seemed to
be nothing but forests. The memory of the busy cities and
towns faded from my mind. I forgot about our great in-
dustries, our farms and our seashore resorts; for Maine
was a State of the Woods. I felt a certain fellowship with
the wild life about me, and when my companions called me
to return to camp I took a final survey of the panorama,

- ‘and impressed it indelibly upon my mind.

= THE TOWNS IN THE WOODS
The people of Maine who are not timberland owners are
vitally interested in timberlands and their products as
the owners of these lands, for timber is the only raw
erial fou_r';d within the State, and the future prosperity
‘stability: of many of our communities and our indus-
ies depend upon our having a dependable supply of it.
ties and towns have sprung up in the wilderness because
‘orceful, far:seeing men have had the courage to invest
eir money in pulp, paper and lumber mills. Places that
day would be uninhabited, had it not been for the splen-
developments of the last generation, are now cheerful,
Prosperous towns and villages in which men and women
-—build their homes and bring up their families. The mills
_bnng the operatives; then come the traders, storekeepers,
~ professional men, teachers and all the other groups that
go to make up our towns and cities. Railroad lines are
necegsary to take away the manufactured products, and
today the railroads of Maine depend upon forest products
““more than upon anything else that is produced or manu-
factured within the State. Cut off Maine’s supply of wood,
~and our railroads could not meet their running expenses.

COOPERATION NEEDED
Every citizen of Maine should have an intelligent under-
standing of our forestry problem and should be willing to
cooperate with the owners of the timberlands so that
Maine’s business future may be assured. In the past there
have been unfortunate misunderstandings and jealousies.
- 'The people of eastern Maine sometimes have felt that those
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of the western and southern portions of the State have
wanted to tax the timberland owners out of existence; while
western and southern Maine people have looked with mis-
givings upon the dominance of the east in legislative mat-
ters. There has been altogether too much pulling and haul-
ing, too much distrust among those who, from common
self-interest, ought to work together. Those days are rap-
idly passing, perhaps have already passed, and I feel that
the people of Maine today are more united than ever before.
In my own legislative experience I have witnessed a marked
lessening of sectional antagonisms.

The rights of property and of legitimate ownership at all
times must be respected. This is fundamental, and always
must be the basis of any cooperation between the citizens
at large and the land owners. The timberland owners must
be convinced that there is no ulterior motive in the co-
operation that is offered them. The people of Maine do
not seek to wrong those whose property is invested in tim-
berlands. There are, however, public-spirited citizens who
have the State’s future at heart, who stand ready to defend
the right of private property, and who favor legislation.
that will help and encourage the land owners properly to
control and harvest their crops.

There is no fear of Maine’s losing its growth of trees,f
for, except in rare instances where fires destroy the thin--
soil covering the rocky base, a new growth soon appears
‘after a cutting or a fire. - This growth, however, may bé:
of little value; and even though valuable, unless proper car
is given it, a long period of years may be lost, and a loss”
of time is a loss of money. Reforestation perhaps is not
the best word to use, for Maine forests to a certain extent
reforest themselves. Scientific control and management of
forests from the moment the tree starts as a seedhng until
its harvest, is what we need in Maine.

MODERN FORESTRY ,

Some of the large companies have adopted modern for-
estry methods and thus are making a definite contribution
to the State’s future. Companies of large means and with
broad-minded men in charge, like the Great Northern Paper
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Company, the American Thread Co., the Brown Company
and others, have experts of high standing who plan for
years ahead, and who are not carried away by the desire
for immediate profit. Some companies are systematically
planting young trees as an experiment. All this work is
excellent. The smaller land owners, however, cannot afford
the expensive organizations that are required for this
scientific work, and that is where the State Forestry De-
partment will be of real assistance to them. I believe it
would be wise fo broaden the scope of our forestry laws
by giving more encouragement to tree planting, both within

and without our Forestry District. The planting of a
thousand acres of trees involves a heavy expenditure for
abor and material, while taxes and interest charges for
eriod of from twenty to forty years make the expense
his good work almost prohibitive. The State may well
- concessions where planting is carried on system-
atically and according to the best forestry methods.

.1 have seen the forestry of Japan where the steep, rough
slopes of the mountain sides are planted with the studied
regularity of a checkerboard, and where every seedling or
young tree is carried up the mountain on the backs of men
who must struggle hard to obtain a foothold. Trees in
Japan are as much a crop as is the rice of their country and
they are planted, cared for and harvested with the same
Precision that is given the raising of their great staple.
I have seen the forests in the Ural Mountains on the borders
of Europe and Asia marked off into rectangular areas with
broad fire stops between them looking like great avenues
that extended for miles into the wilderness beyond. Other
rountries have been forced to adopt modern forestry meth-
ids, while we in Maine have neglected to husband the
'esources that nature has so prodigally bestowed upon us.

) THE LOBBY
I have spoken of the misunderstandings of the past. In
1y opinion these to a considerable extent have been caused
¥ a certain type of man who is employed as a professional
bbyist. These lobbyists of the old school, and there are
ill a few left us, get their living by unearthing what they
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often imagine to be plots against them, and by engineering
counterplots. Often I have thought that such men have
deliberately stirred up trouble in order to justify their be-
ing employed to look after it. These men cause confusion,
and are distrusted by the members of the legislature. They
thrive on legislative warfare. I believe the time is not
far distant when such lobbyists will be no more. They
become arrogant and boastful and often pool their interests
for offensive and defensive purposes. When this is done
legislative questions seldom are decided upon their merits.
I believe if the business men who employ lobbyists of this
type could see them at work, or if perhaps these business
men could serve a term or two as members of the legis-
lature, some of our leading lobbyists would soon find them-
selves without employment. I have faith in the public
spirit and honest purpose of the big men who own the large
business enterprises of Maine, but these men often have
been deceived by the lobbyists employed by them. If the
Governor of the State and the members of the legislature
could see and talk with the actual owners of eur large in-
dustries, there would be but few misunderstandings or even’
differences of opinion. Legislators do not wish to injure
business, and they always will listen to the adwce and co
sel of the business men who come before them. Legisla:
tors, as well as others, realize that the prosperity of the
State’s affairs depends upon the prosperity of its busmess
and farming interests.
There are some lobbyists who represent large inte
who have been in attendance upon legislative sessions ey
gince I have been connected with the State Governm
and who are entitled to the respect of our legislators::
I have in mind several such men whose opinions on forestry
and on other large questions I often have sought, and i
whom I have confidence. These men appear before com--
mittees and present their arguments; they collect valuable.
information for the legislature and attena strictly to their
own affairs. They are a valuable addition fo legislative
gatherings, and I should not want to see them leave legis-
lative halls. These men are lobbyists of the new school,
and I wish that all those who feel the need of bringing -
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facts to the attention of the legislature would employ men
of this character.
~% If the large interests of Maine Would follow the example
__of one of the leading public utility companies of the State
“*“there soon would be an end to the wrong kind of lobbying.
The company I refer to is controlled by far-sighted, broad-
minded men. When these men came into power they abol-
-—:ished the old-time lobby that had been maintained for a
generation, and openly stated that whenever measures in
which they were interested were to come before commit-
ees, their representatives would take the morning train
===for- Augusta, would appear before the committees and re-
urn bome after the hearing. Notwithstanding the fact that
3 company was severely attacked in the locality it served,
itly after the new manhagement took control, and not-
ftandmg the temptation offered it to revert to its old-
‘methods in defense of its rights, the management of
ompany adhered strictly to the principle it had adopted.
storm passed, and the company now has the confidence
e community it serves. I refer to the company oper-
in Portland and vicinity.

¥

UNIVERSITY OF MAINE ,
The University of Maine has done excellent work in its
Forestry School. Young men who have taken the forestry
urses have been thoroughly equipped and the work of
he school has grown with each year. Forestry schools are
of comparatively recent growth, just as is the science of
=-modern forestry, but the school at the University is firmly
- -established and its work justifies the money spent upon it.
Bates College also has a Forestry Department that is de-
eloping rapidly. Our State with two schools well equipped
or this work is doing much toward solving forestry prob-

FIRES AND FIRE CONTROL

)f all branches of forestfy work the control of fires is
be most vital. The spectre of fire haunts the timberland
Wher for several months each year. The growth and hopes
of half a century often have been destroyed in a day. Insur-
ance is either impossible to obtain, or prohibitive in cost,



and all the owner can do is to hope that fate will be kind -
in furnishing- plenty of moisture.  Our fire control is well
managed, its activities are Statewide and its look-out sta-
tions cover the principal forest areas both within and with~
out the forestry district. The year 1921 has been dis-
astrous, for fires have raged more fiercely than at any period
since 1903. It may be advisable to give the Governor addi-
tional power so that he may prohibit the taking of fire arms
into the woods and may restrict the building of fires at all
seasons of the year. This matter should be presented to
the next legislature. The new Slash Law is being worked
out by the Forestry Department and will accomplish im-
mediate results. '
There are serious problems now confronting the Governor
and Council in connection with payment for services ren- -
dered, and for money advanced to put out the forest fires
of 1921. Certain timberland owners have advanced more ..
than $105,000 to pay these fire bills, while the taxes assessed -
upon the forestry district are insufficient by this amount ~
to pay these accounts. There has been some question as
to how the State should meet this situation. A former
Attorney General has ruled that the Forestry Distric
not a component part of the State Government, and the
_is some doubt as to whether money in the Contingent Fu
Iegally may be used to make these payments, The Go
ernor and Council, however, are not inclined to holc
techmcahtles, for a real emergency confronts the
and at our meeting on January 3d, 1922, voted to loa:
the Forestry District sufficient money to pay 50% of the;
claims, with the understanding that the money is to
repaid to the Contingent Fund from the 1922 Forest;
District taxes. If the year 1922 should have a bad fi
record the situation then will have to be approached from -
a different angle. Later on in the year the Council hopes=
to be able to make. provision to care for the remaining--
50% if cash is available in the State Treasury. Above all
else it is for the interest of the whole State to have it un-
derstood that prompt payment is to be made for work done
in extmg'ulshmg fires, and the Governor and Council wish ~
to cooperate in every way with the timberland owners.
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STATE CONTINGENT FUND
I have spoken of the State Contingent Fund, the most
falked of fund in Maine. Everybody who is familiar with
“+State finances or with State departments or institutions
knows of the existence of this Fund. As a legislator I knew
something of it for the four years from 1917 to 1920 in-
clusive, but as Governor for the past year I have become
-intimately acquainted with it. 1 believe the possibilities
‘~in this fund constitute a menace to sound finance. As you
- know, this fund is made up of balances of unexpended
Mapproprlatlons that lapse into it, and small and large sums
money are transferred to this fund when the books are
losed at the end of the year. Also, whatever actual in-
here is over -and above current expenses is credited
‘fund.’ A mystery always has surrounded the Con-
~Fund, and I desire to dispel that mystery. There
e no skeletons in the State closet while I am Gov-
I want the people of Maine to understand just what
mvolved by the existence of this fund.
he basis of our government is representation, and the
ature that directly represents the people is responsible
OF the money that is raised and expended. In a representa-
Fave government the responsibility of the legislature must
_be emphasized constantly, and when this responsibility is
~lacking the Government is likely to revert to a bureaucracy.
ZEfirmly believe that the legislature that levies the taxes
-and ‘makes the appropriations should decide - how these
=-appropriations should be expended and how much should be
expended. Any other system strikes at the root of popular
_ government, and is fraught with danger. I want the people
~0f the State to realize the situation before it is too late, and
Inow take them into my confidence.
The State Contingent Fund, according to an estimate
~—given me by the State Auditor, now amounts to one million
llars and even may be considerably more than that. The
figures will be determined when the State’s books
V,i_closed. This large sum of money is subject to appro-
“ﬁl'iation by the Governor and Council, who now have power
- Similar to that of a legislature. It is true that the law
vides that this money only can be used when the legis-
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lature makes an insufficient appropriation for a given pur-
pose, or when an “emergency”’ exists, but the Governor and
Council’s decision as to what constitutes an emergency is
conclusive. Almost anything can be construed as an emer-
gency if the Governor and Council wish it so. The build-
ing of a new road, the employment of additional assistants
in the departments or institutions, the payment of over-
drafts for printing, traveling and charity work all have
been called “emergencies.” The door is wide open for the
Governor and Council to do anything they see fit, and after
the act is accomplished there is no appeal.

Of course it gives a Chief Executive a feeling of security
and of power to have this large sum of money to draw upon,
for he realizes that if anything happens he has ample funds
at his command. I, however, do not want to hold this power
at the expense of true popular government. If you could
sit in my office and listen to the daily appeals for money
from this fund you would appreciate the dangers of the
situation. Not a day passes without such a request being
made. We never have a Council meeting without many
requests coming to us to take money from the State Cons:
tingent Fund. It is easy to say “yes” When friends as
for money for this or that cause, whlle it’ 15 not pleasant;’:
nor does it make friends to say “ The man or woman
to whom you say “No,” remembers it much longer than =
the man or woman to whom you say “Yes.”

The Fund law doubtless was passed with fhe best of}
tentions but in my opinion should be amended at the. fi
opportunity. It now creates a constant source of temp
tion, trouble and unrest. Drafts as large as $180,000 have™
been made upon this fund for a single purpose during the _
recess of a legislature, and there is hardly a department oF—
institution of the State that has not called upon it for assist-
ance. I am of the opinion that apart from the Contingent
Fund problem, it would make for sounder finance if all large -
expenditures of money, such as the building of a State
Garage, were first sanctioned by the legislature, even though
a department has the legal right to make such an ex-
penditure without direct legislative authority. Of course.-
the legislature might have approved these expenditures
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~had they been brought to its attention, but I believe that
_notwithstanding this, it is not the function of the Governor
" and Council to appropriate money for purposes for which the
legislature actually did not provide. I do not hesitate to say ,
that a designing Governor, with a pliant or indifferent Coun-
cil, has the power to use this fund to build up a personal
political machine that it would be hard to overturn. By
yielding to one appeal or another, by adding to the list of
employees of the State under the guise of extending the
- State’s work, by catering to this or that section of the State,
,m__f_oj;,_to this or that group or cause, or by being generous with
“the people’s money, any skilful Governor can play fast and
Joose with this fund of more than a million dollars and it
d be difficult, in fact impossible, to expose his schemes.
situation must end.

my opinion the old system was the best and the safest.
is often proves to be the case. For 95 years the State
no such Contingent Fund Law. Where the legislature
ides that:a certain- amount shall be spent in a given
'_égart'nmnt, let the head of that department lay out.his
vork as the legislature directs. Let the State’s garments
:be cut to fit the cloth. The Constitution and Statutes of
the State are very definite-in regard to State officials over-
drawing their accounts. The Constitution of Maine, Art.
V, Part 4, Sec. 4, provides, “No money shall be drawn .
from the Treasury, but by warrant from the Governor
and Council and in consequence of appropriations made by
Law R L

The Revised Statutes, Chap. 2, Secs. 100 and 103, provide:

Sec. 100. “Money appropriated for the various branches
of expenditure in the public service, shall be applied solely
to the object for which the appropriation is made.”

See. 103. “No agent or officer of the state, or of any
department thereof, whose duty it is to expend money under
an appropriation by the legislature, shall contract any bill
or incur any obligation on behalf of the state in excess of
the appropriation, and whoever exceeds in his expenditure
‘ment.” ¥ * * * The State Contingent Fund Law, however,
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destroys the effect of these stringent provisions and today
they are of little or no value as safeguards of the State’s
Treasury. It would have a wholesome effect upon the
State’s finances if these provisions of our Constitution and

Statutes were adhered to.

It may be said, however, that some real emergency un-
foreseen by the legislature may arise. In such an event,
if the legislature is in session, the State Constitution gives
it the power to borrow $800,000. There is a safety valve
in this provision, for when money is borrowed by the State
it must be done openly, and the purpose for which the loan
is made must be disclosed. The citizens of Maine are al-
ways interested when the State makes a loan, and they
hold public officials to strict accountability for the same,.
It might be desirable to give the Governor and Council g
small contingent fund, not exceeding $300,000, to use in_
case emergencies arise during the legislative recess, and
if such a fund is created a detailed account of all money
taken from it should be submitted to the legislature so that
everyone would know what the Governor and Council had
done. Another plan would be to give the Governor and
Council power to borrow up to $300,000 in case emergencies
arise during the legislative recess, and the publicity inci-
dent to such a borrowing would make it re‘gsonably certain
that everyone would know for what purposes the money
was used. Today imaginary and fictitious emergencies can
be handled by harmless looking Council Orders, fair on thelr
face but unsound at heart. Whatever’ appropnatlons lapse
into the State Treasury should be used to pay off the Stite
debt by retiring bonds, or for some other equally good pur-
pose as the legislature may provide.

In addition to the financial side of this important ques-
tion there is grave doubt as to the constitutionality of the
appropriations made by the Governor and Council from the
present contingent fund.

14



DEFICIENCY BILLS

In previous years if a department overdrew its appro-
priation the matter was referred to the next legislature
and a deficiency bill was introduced. If this is done the
182 members of the legislature are very likely to examine
these bills and pick out any flaws in them. This scrutiny
exercises a wholesome effect on overdrafts. The present
administration is faced by several large overdrafts for what
properly may be considered real emergencies. AS$ an ex-
ample the Livestock Sanitary or cattle testing work will
call for not less than a $75,000 overdraft, the forest fire situ-
ation requires $105,000, and the State Board of Charities
and Corrections will doubtless be given a large sum to take
care of the State’s dependent and neglected children and
to provide pensions for those mothers who are now entitled
to them under the State law, and for whom adequate pro-
riSion - was not made by the legislature. All this work is
excellent and the Governor and Council will draw upon the
Contingent Fund to carry it on, but hereafter the legis-
lature should control and plan for it just as any good busi-
ness house would do. I believe that if the State Contingent
Fund law is amended the legislature will then definitely
order how much money is to be appropriated and spent for
the work for the several departments and institutions of
the State.

Whatever money is left in the State Contingent Fund at
‘he close of the year will be subject to legislative action,
ind it might well be used toward paying off the State debt
ir for some other equally good purpose. The Governor and
Jouncil must continue under the present system until the
sgislature takes action, but meanwhile drafts upon the
ontingent Fund will not be made unless actual emer-
encies, such as are mentioned in the preceding paragraph,
xist. Much depends upon the budget presented to and
dopted by the legislature. If this is arranged so that the
tate’s requirements are adequately provided for, the num-
er of real emergency overdrafts in the future ought to be
*duced to a minimum. I want to emphasize the point,
dwever, that in my opinion our State departments and
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institutions are making commendable efforts to live within
their legislative appropriations and are cooperating with
the Chief Executive in his endeavors to conduct the State’s
business on a sound basis.

KATAHDIN .

For five years I have advocated the establishment of a
State Park in the Mount Katahdin region. Such a park
in my opinion will prove of great benefit to the State. It
will attract tourists from all over the country and from
Canada, will provide a recreation center for our own people
and will enable the State itself to conduct scientific experi-
ments in forestry. Such a park also will serve as a suitable -
Centennial Memorial for which future generations will bless
us.  The 1920 platform of the Republican party gave its
. pledge to the people of Maine that a beginning would be

made in State park work. The contest waxed hot during the
last legislature, the old time lobbyists herein referred to
became active, and nothing constructive was aecomplished.
The smoke of the battle now has cleared away, feelings have
cooled down, and saner councils are likely to prevail in th
future. I believe that a beginning soon will be made u;
Katahdin park. \ ki
The timberland owners have nothing to fear from thls
project for not over two townships, or at the most from; '
45,000 to 50,000 acres, will be required. The: value o
land will be determined in the usual way and the ov
will be paid every dollar that the land is worth. The
of Maine will never confiscate anybody’s property. At
“last session of the legislature when I realized the conditiomr=
of the State’s finaneces I voluntarily took out of the Katah-- -
din Bill the clause calling for an appropriation, for I would
have been satisfied to have had the principle of the park
plan established even without any appropriation. Notwith-
standing my sacrifice the bill was defeated. A game pre-
serve has been established in the Katahdin region by the
Commissioner of Inland Fish and Game. This is helpful,
but does not meet the real issue. Katahdin to be developed
as a resort, should be owned by the State and developments™
there should be made by the State. Proper access to the
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" park must be provided, camps and small hotels will be built
_at the most beautiful locations upon land leased to the build-
~ers by the State, and everything must be done to advertise
‘the great natural attractions of that region. When this is
done the burden of building the roads should not be placed
upon the land owners, but should be borne by the State, for
the owners of the land through which these roads pass
probably would not be benefited to any extent, even if at
all, by reason of the park developments., Whatever is done,
the rights of the land owners are to be considered and undue
burdens must not be placed upon them. I believe that a
modest beginning should be made and am hopeful of the

=future.

TAXES

e present State administration has taken a step for-
ird in the reduction of taxes and doubtless this is appre-
ted by the 'land owners as well as by other property
owners in the State. I realize that excessive taxation de-
-gtroys private initiative, and that the business conditions
-of the State soon would becbme deplorable if the individual
ould lose all \stimulus to greater efforts. The man who
makes a profit by reason of his own work and foresight is
“éntitled to retain it.

I believe that every citizen of our State is proud of the
fact that we are a forest State and ‘I want our citizens to
realize that the future prosperity of the State is closely
interwoven with our forest problem. I want the people
of Portland and Biddeford to take as active an interest in
forestry as do those of Bangor and Houlton. I want them
all to realize that there is no dividing line between the tim-
berland owner and the farmer, or between the timberland

~owner and the merchant. The timberland owner is entitled
to reap the reward of his efforts, just as much as is the
farmer, the banker or merchant. The great forest counties
are the pride of the State, and I never realized this quite
ag vividly as I did during my recent trip the length and
breadth of Aroostook and Northern Penobscot counties. As
Governor of this State and in administering its affairs I
recognize no county lines. To me the map of Maine is a
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map of one great State, not a map of sixteen counties.
Above all else we should seek a proper understanding of
Maine’s forestry situation so that for generations to come
our State may hold first place in the Nation as a forestry
State.
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a township. This method of ascertaining values is fair
both to timberland owners and the State and the invest-
ment that the State makes produces a generous income.
I recommend a liberal appropriation for the next two years.

KATAHDIN

In my opinion the State should establish a forest re-
serve or park in the Katahdin country. This would pro-
vide a wonderful recreation center and afford a suitable
location for experiments in scientific forestry. Some prog-
ress already has been made toward establishing a refuge
for wild animal and bird life in this section.

In 1919 and 1921 I advocated an appropriation for
Katahdin,.and if I thought the State could now afford it,
should do so again. As I appeal to you to forego matters
in which you are interested, I shall not ask an appropri-
ation for the Katahdin project. It, however, would be well
to recognize the principle of a State Forest Reservation
and a law ‘could be passed so that purchases later can be
made when funds are available. This Katahdin region has
a rugged grandeur that is symbolic of strength and endur-
ance. It is typical of the sturdy character of Maine's sons
and daughters. I believe the people of the State have
become interested in Mount Katahdin and this Legislature
now can lay the foundations for the future without putting
the State to any expense.

NATURAL RESOURCES: INLAND FISH
AND GAME

In 1922 $186,049.87 was spent by this Department.
It has a wide field with unlimited opportunities for expan-
sion. OQOur inland fish and game constitute an important
natural resource that needs to be carefully conserved for
our own benefit and that of those who follow us. This
Department now receives a considerable portion of its fines,
license fees and other collections, a plan that resembles the
fee system of former days, long since abolished. The argu-
ment that if it is given its income those in charge
will be more zealous in collecting it is a damaging one,
for an Inland Fish and .Game Commissioner should be as
watchful of the interests of the whale State as he is of
his particular department. All departments should be
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FAREWELL MESSAGE
to

THE PEOPLE OF MAINE
by

PERCIVAL P. BAXTER

Governor
Fellow Citizens:—

Twenty years ago, on the fourth day of January, 1905, I
came to the State Capitol as a member of the House from
Portland. If the official records did not establish that fact
I now should hesitate to admit it. During these years I
have three times been elected to the House, twice to the
Senate, once its presiding officer, and have been Governor
for two terms lacking twenty-five days. Having acquired
a considerable knowledge of publie affairs it is appropriate
that, as the retiring Governor, I deliver a parting message
to the people of my Native State. ’

A Precedent

There is no precedent for this address. Usually a Gover-
nor has left office without referring to the past or com-
menting upon the future. It may be that the knowledge
I have gained from twenty years experience will prove help-
ful to my fellow citizens, and I hope such may be the case.
T never have hesitated to establish a good precedent, and
hope that hereafter retiring Governors may deem it proper
to deliver a parting message to the people who have honored
them and whom they have served. ‘

My first oath of office was taken under trying circum-
stances upon the day of Governor Parkhurst’s death. After
‘the ceremony Chief Justice Cornish grasped my hand,
‘wished me a useful and pleasant term of office and said:
“When I became Chief Justice of Maine I determined that
1 would not take myself too seriously, but that I would take
‘my office very seriously.” That maxim is one that every
legislative and other public official should heed. It has
guided and helped me throughout my service.

No Obligations
Coming into the Governor’s office through an act of God,
unkampered by any campaign or other selfish obligations,
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hospitals, schools, charities and similar institutions. More-
over the care of insane patients should be paid for by the
communities from whence they are taken for there are
many abuses of the present law. Our State hospitals too
often are used as dumping grounds to reheve municipalities
of undesirables.

This change in the State’s policy as to sectarian and pri-
vate institutions and schools might be made gradual ex-
tending over a period of years so that such institutions
would have time to arrange their finances without undue
hardship. If it were arranged to reduce State appropria-
tions and entirely stop them within a five or ten year period
the public spirit of our communities would be stimulated,
economies effected and abuses corrected.

Unless the proposed changes are made the State’s burdens
will become larger with each passing year, private insti-
tutions will clamor for more and more aid, for once their
names are placed upon the State books they are there
to stay and their demands are ever more insistent. This
problem should be faced squarely, and politics and re-
ligion should have no place in its settlement. I-regret that
sectarian strife has been engendered in our State. It is
unworthy of us. The Catholic, Protestant and Jew all are
good citizens and should live harmoniously togéther. The
bitterness that has been rampant gmong us for the past
two years would have been avoided had sectarianism been
kept in the background and had the discussiohs been con-
fined to the issue of “public money for pubhc purposes only.”

Mount Katahdin

For four consecutlve sessions I have endeavored to infer-
est the Legislature and the people of Maine in Mt. Katahdin,
and have attempted to secure an appropriation for the
purchase of some of the waste land in its vicinity to be used
as a State Forest Reserve or Park. Due to the opposition
of the large timberland companies, especially the Great
Northern Paper Company, no progress has been made other
than to create considerable public sentiment in favor of
the project. The timberland owners have repeatedly de-
feated the law under which the State would be empowered
to condemn land after paying a fair price for it.

The Mt. Katahdin Forest Reserve or Park would be the
State’s greatest natural attraction. It would draw to -us
many people from beyond our borders, and would serve as
a place of resort for thousands of our own citizens. It
could be developed at moderate expense, year by year, all
the while contributing to the health and recreation of those
who use it.

" The establishment of a game preserve in that territory
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is a step forward, a feeble beginning. If, however, the
orders recently promulgated by the above mentioned Com-
pany restricting the use of their lands to registered persons
accompanied by licensed guides are held valid, Mt. Katahdin
before long will be closed to hunters, fishermen and campers.
The order referred to is the entering wedge of “regulation,”
that later will develop into “prohibition.” The time never
must come when the forest areas of Maine are made great
private hunting preserves to be enjoyed only by the friends
and sycophants of powerful interests. Such things savor
of feudal times when the lords and barons of England
claimed the sole right to the fish and game on their great
estates. Before our woods are closed to us the people will
be heard from.
. A Beginning

To prove my interest in this project, if the 82nd Legis-
lature will enact a law under which some duly constituted
public body or agency is given power to condemn “wild”’
and forest land for public park and forest reserve purposes,
and will appropriate $10,000 annually for the coming two
year period, for that purpose, I myself will pay to the State
Treasurer my salary for the years 1923 and 1924 being
the total sumiof $10,000 as a personal contribution toward
meeting the land damages for the first park and reserve
areas thus condemned and acquired by the State.

The other conditions of my offer are: First, that con-
demnation proceedings be completed and good title to the
land vested in the State through such proceedings within
eighteen months after the adjournment of the 82nd Legis-
lature, the said land to be forever dedicated to public park
and forest reserve purposes; second, that the entire State
appropriation for the two year perlod together with my
gift, be expended in acquiring an area of land that will
include within its boundaries not less than the entirg North-
west One Quarter (14) of Township 3, Range 9, Piscataquis
County in which are located Monument Peak, South Peak,
The Chimney, Knife Edge, Pomola Peak, Middle, Saddle and
North Table Lands so-called, North Peak and North and
South and Little North Basins, all on Mt. Katahdin, and Dry
Pond, Basin Ponds, and Chimney Pond together w1th such
qddltxonal land contiguous to said Northwest Quarter of
Township 3, Range 9 as can be acquired for the sum of
$30,000 available for the purpose; third, that the public
body to be created be given full power to develop the ac-
quired land for public park and forest reserve purposes, and
to extend the boundaries thereof, whenever funds are made
available therefor either by succeeding legislatures or
through the gift of individuals or corporations. I have had
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a map prepared to show what I want the State to acquire
as the nucleus or beginnings of the “State of Maine Mt,
Katahdin Park and Forest Reserve.”

MT KATAHDOIN
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It is interesting to remember ‘that the Great Northern
Paper Company in 1921 through its lobby intimated that
it might donate to the State its undivided interest in some -
of theland in question. It was a gesture only, and nothing
more ever was heard from it. Whatever it wanted as con-
cessions in other directions evidently was not forthcoming.
. It is well in the future to bear this latter thought in mind.
Water Powers

I am deeply interested in the water power question.
Whether or not the State gives away all its water privileges
means nothing to me personally but I am concerned with
the future of Maine and want the rights of our people pro-
tected.

* There has been widespread discussion of this subject in
the newspapers and elsewhere, and a vast amount of mis-
information, inspired by selfish interest, has been spread
abroad. With few exceptions the press stands with the
water power owners and has failed to give proper presen-
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tation of the people’s side. From out of all this mass of
discussion and argument, however, there has grown up a
healthy public sentiment in favor of the State’s retaining
ownership of all its natural resources, which sentiment,
though at times inexpressive, is strong and well defined.
As one writer has said, “The time comes when through the
very discussion that has been aroused the truth emerges.”

There are two fundamental principles as to Maine water
powers: First, the retention in Maine of the hydro electrie
energy generated within the State; and Second, the reten-
tion by the State of its ownership of its few remaining
water resources. The development of our water powers
should be and always has been encouraged and notwith-
standing newspaper comment to the contrary, the only check
ever placed upon development in Maine was in 1928, when
the Kennebec Reservoir charter was defeated. Up to that
time the corporations had been given everything they asked
for. When the bill referred to came before me I believed
it was better to stop that particular development than for
the State to deed away its most valuable water resource.
A public calamity was prevented by my veto of the bill re-
ferred to. If Maine holds fast to the two principles above
mentioned succeeding generations will be grateful to those
responsible for it. - :

The Interests Not Consistent

The water power corporations are carrying on extensive
propaganda in their own interest. They gradually have
obtained a strong influence over business and politics
throughout the State and have become exceedingly power-
ful. - Constant attacks are made against every form of pub-
lic ownership, and the advantages that accrue from private
ownership are emphasized upon every occasion. It is inter-
esting to note the opposition to public ownership on the
part of certain groups who are not averse to unloading on
the State unprofitable ventures such as piers and ferries,
while those that promise rich returns are closely held for
private profit.

Without entering upon a discussion of the broad question

of public ownership, I believe that the State itself should
develop water storage in our lakes and great reservoir
basins, all of which belong to the people, and sell in large
blocks to distributing companies such hydro electric energy
as may be generated on public power sites. This can be
done safely, profitably and without bringing politics into
competition with business. If however public sentiment
- has not advanced to my point of view the State should
retain ownership of all its water resources, permitting them
to be developed under leases that thoroughly safeguard
the public interest. ‘
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My numerous visits to Bangor have been made under many
and varled conditions. The first was thirty and more years ago
as a member of the Portland High School Foot Ball teem, ~ Those %32
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The first official visit was in 1921, when in a speech
advocating a State Park atmmtj¢Kstahdin,;the:retention of Maine

Water Powers for Maine People and the construction by the State of ,

LRl ‘“v‘ -

a Water Storage System to conserve the flow of our rivers, I raised
a storm of protest from certain of your local newspapers. The next _
day they came out with glaring head lines that "Baxter would launch

the State on a Sea of Socialism" Such a statement was ludlanous in

ToLts

the extreme for nobody in Bangor was, or is more opposed to secialism

than myself - After that amusing outburst things have gone along

=

AN -

" more smoothly at subsequent bisits to the Queen City.

| No progress has teen;nade on the Katahdin Park and with the
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strong opposition centered in certain quarters it would seem as

though nothing would be accomplished The Legislature even de-

clined a proffered gift of my two years salary as Governor toward .

\vw

the park progect It, however, would mean much for Maine if a

modest beginning could be made in thie direction ‘Por a Staté Park.MA

in the Katahdin country soon would prove to be one'ofdonr great

Y * &
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recreational attractione. EEEREEE

WATER STORAGE

Progress has been made on Water .Storage. The principle has

been established that hereafter the State will not DEED away its

Se B Tas .

storage rights, but will LEASE them to r sponsible'dompanies for
. kS Cked 13 throush the forfereud

development over a long term of yeare at a cash rental to be, 'id in-
to the State Treasury. This principle ‘was fﬁrst advocated in 1921

s ogerson efter renlring fris office weops his
and adopted in 1927

i s ity gn:‘; acng ror rive the oublin the boare?id of ks

- -POWER -EXPORT and _,-_"'conmcg_'i!_, .

_ ins for the.EXPOﬁl:OF POWER; éﬁe:réénAiaftéé is still in ef~
fect notwithstanding the many attacks made upon it. It should be
;definitely understood that my views on this matter have not changed.
.To-day . I am-as much opposed to POWER EXPORT as ever because as yet -
‘no’ plan has been- proposed thaet would permit the export.of.surplus.-
%power and;at.tbeesame time give the State the right to:.recall:that
-power when Maine people and Maine Industries needed 1t.':The State :

never should surrender. its control over the,powermsituation, eader]




"Eore bhan th:rtg yearl aga as g ycmng mambex* az' the Ham
Legialatux-a I be&ﬁu ta atudy the wild raraw lanm af min&, nprgpx_
aress of which eme bexongad to the people of me atate,: ;
that the Staté h\ years lcng sinoe pasmd haé paz-t:eé sieh it.a.
1{1&%@ ull t‘:’ﬁaﬁa hnd: and thnt the title to them b,ad paased 1nho

ths hands of przva#e mau., T , RS S

to aell, but realizing t;hats I am not seeking to aéquii-e the land for -
lmshtn& wcrth while for

private gain and that. my purpose is %o da




4,900 feet;‘amhxbu m ‘and’ e,:;f; “eaeh about 3,600 taet.'immen 3
| an?fﬁrneﬁm%gélmh, and several other offﬂiép}x\'eaaﬁe
haiahﬁ, togather with lakea Iarga ‘and. smll, rzvex'a, Bwampa, mny‘
beaver ponds, and all the other naturaz taataree or a naine wudﬁ“'
nexg, : m map g/uhed by the Appaiachhn mmntain em ream: -
thnt thm*e are,thirty differen* mountains snd peeks. fn &h&a re‘ia' '
'rhia ﬁmtrr abounds in wild life, mooae s bear, deer. texea , wudaaks
and e.ll tﬁe iosser animaxs of the woods, The deeds ar giﬂ; aa accapt— -
ed by the state Iﬁgulatwea and published in the Lews of Maine proe
- vide an unbpeakeble trust 50 that this land shall *be forever held by
-tth state ss Trustee in Trust for the bemefit of the people of Maine",

Rl S T

Haine Woods , 1953' weta an follown- 'Aa the yeara#dvanca, civil«
igation with its motor cars, hote-dog stands, highwsy advertising and
other devastating influences gradually will enaroach upon the forests
and great apen &ﬁaau with which Mne Ia new 80 rzohly eudaged, TR

apmum‘ f.a the men and women of thta atate“

b
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v:ne are:effzaz.any namd “mm smm PARE®, and as @ sgaﬁe
'j'thesa ;éreaa always will remain. , In thia conneation ‘_ 0 L2
’ Barrews 1n a aemmicatién sddressed to the 1959 saaee ﬁeg&slam
»»uaed thase aignzfisant wards which established this sectzon ef
""abate as & State Paric for sll t:mes" “fhese’ ereas are a@sepbe&ﬁnﬁog
;‘the tem ef a éefinzte, unbx-eakable Trust. A stat;e ‘Pmat at' ﬂthis

character is & selemn ebligatzon and I am confident that the werd t:

"the aevereign State of Haine, once given, never wlll be bmkan"
QW
- BweRy staea officielSwith whom I have wo:-ked on this prajectm,

| hu been maede 4in my will nat ‘enly for all these rem&ining areas te o
p,asg at once to the State, but alse for funds -to ba asod by the stato |

. u,na; snd. ru1'n4few pm.‘ In_gage of my sudden :d&ceaae‘ prcv

for the purchase of additional sreass and for the development thereof
- br tha buildins of tralls, ca.mping grmmda and ather acceamr;ea‘sa a

“qméé ror thu hrk axtendu a diataneo Qf ezghteen me: on’ thc'
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horseback, 8 place where nature x-ulaa and where the erea
forest hqld undisputed damxnmn.
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Baxter State Park At Katahdin Now

After 24 Years Of Untiring Effqrt,_ Maine Now

By Percival P. Baxter ]
In 1905 as one of the
younger members of the
Stats Legislature I began to
learn something of my native
State, its people, its resources
and its possibilities for the
nture. It was not, however,
til 1917 that I attempted
induce the State Legisia-

e to acquire by purchase
{ e mountainous regions
around Mt Katahdin.

For elght years both as a
Legisiator and as Governor
I worked unceasingly to se-

. gute icgiviation for the estub-
lUshment of a State Park at
Eatahdin, but the oppesition
‘proved too strong and the
Legisiators of those days
were nhot interested. During
the years from 1917 to 192§
time after tlme my State
Park plans were defeated.

In 1928 those who oppased me nol:
doubt felt relleved when I retired].
fram the Qovernorship to private life:]
but oftentimes defexts later turn Into]’
victari2s, and so it was {n this Park
project. Alter leaving Augusts I gave

No. 1--Lotfty Katahdin Mountain, looking scuthwest and showing its dominant pc
Peak. Countless gorges and crevices indent its rugged face. )

up sl thought of securing any park
legisistion xnd determined W0 buy
the land myself sod give i to the
State, It is iniaresting to obsorve thac
the very paople who while T was i
ofiice wers my sitrongest opponsnls
. lster became my firm friends
L Well Treaied .
. When 1 weat to these land owners
~aiing them ta seil me their lands
they trested my ¢ourteously and fair-
ly. They 'old ms that while they did
not care to sell their iands they would
do so because they had come o
realize that I wag trying to do some-
thing worth while for Maice. These
land owpers have shown a femark.
shly fine spirit and § want the peo-
pie of Msine io know how splendidiy
they have cooperated with me in sell-
ing me their forest lands,
Up 0 e tme my firss purchase
af 6000 acres was muade in 1930, I
uever had owped any forest of time-
ber land. My Park stirted from 2b-
sotuiely Jothunyy and every acre Nas
been Dought iince 1930. Today the
land acquired for the State totals

112,948 zcres. all i one olece and
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L_ £igh'ly 9L

they
ing

Vp w
of 6.030

ve cooperated with me {n sell-
their forest lan
atres was made in 9%, 1
Never had owned any forest or lim-
- ber land. My Park started {rom ab-
solutely nothimsy and every acre has
been bought since 1830, Today the:
land acquired for the State totals
112.945 zcres, all in one piece ind
comprising almaost {ive lownships. A
township in  Maine roughly speak-
{ng containy 38 square miles,

Por all practical purposes, after 24
years of effort the Park 1§ compiete.
Maybe, however, I shall be abie to
enlsrge it from Lime to time {or there

279 one Of twa areas it would be well

to sequire, The Park siands night in

o« ttme my first purchase|

the center of the northerm portion
of our State, a wild mountalnous

€oUNLTy forever set anmde and held in
Trust by the State as a public park.
forest reserve and wild iife sanctu-
ary [or present and future genera-
tions of Maine peopie.

o
The distance from Portland to the

memamit of Mt Katahdin is 250 miles.
There are several foot tralls leading
to the summit, and a rough but pas-
sable motor rosd passes ihrough the
westerly portion of the Park. All
along the way there are grand views
of Katahdin and the other 3 peaks
within the Park ares,
is typical of the wild lands of Malne.
It has within ts borders, lakes,
swamps, beaver dams, rivers, moun-s
tains, good timber lands and burnt-
over lands, meadews and boulders in
profusion. Moase, deer, wild cats,
bears, foxes gnd &l the smaller ani-
mals znd birds abound therein. All
these creatures ars safe. {rom the
hunters and the sound of the axe
and of falling trees never will echo
through these forests.

.. Katahdin always should and rmﬂ"

remsin the wild stormeswept, utie
touchbed-by-man region it now is.
that i3 itz grest charm. Only smalil
cabins for mountsin climbers and
those who love the wilderness shouid

. be aliowed there, only traiis for those

who trivel on foot or horseback, a
plsce whers nsture nies and where
the creatures of the forest hold un-
disputed dominiom.
As modern  civilization with
- traifers z.nd. Tumes, i3 -um-
boasds, it rau and jazs
. encroaches on the Mame wilderness
the time yet may come when only
the Kstashdin region remalnz unde-
flled by man. To acquire this KatallT)
din region for the people of Maine
has been undertaken by me as my
. life's work, and I hope as the years
Toll on that this State Park will be
enjoyed Dy an ever-increasing num-
ber of Maine people and by those
wh% come to us {rom beyond our
rders.

Katahdin stands above the sut]

rounding plain unique in grandeur
and giory. The works of man are
short lived, Monumernts decay, build-
Ings crumbie and wealth vanishes,
but Katahdin in its messive grandeur
will forever remsin the mountsin of
the people of Mzine. Throughout the
rges it will stand ss an inspiration
& the men and women of this State.

{’)P- DLIMIN o0 e
PERCIVAL P. BASTER
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No. é~The two highest
peaks of the Katahdin range
are shown here, Baxter Peak
(5,287 feet high), in the rear
and South Peak (5,240 feet)
in the {oreground.
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w Complete
Sfate Park Second To None In Fast

1

yw Has

NORTH TRAVELER ] . : )
/nx\".-,_/-;h"ﬁ" "t Altitude Of Mountains No. 2—Showing Pamola Peak (4,902 feet) on the left,
’ Abol 2,306 feet and Baxter Peak on the right, with the knife edge be-
2O - Barren 3,681 feet tween. At the center is The Chimney, granite-walled
Black Brook feet gorge leading down the moufitains
Mty 3 Black Cat feet .
"’I/ y =:/"H'" Bald Mt. 2,820 fect
3, THE TRAVELER Baxter Peak 5.267 feet
S Billfish . feet
", R Burnt feet
¥ D £ Doutle Top 3,600 feet
Yo, =7 Fort 3.861 feet
/"’4/7’4{_’;/. . ‘\z\‘f\ Gatcway 4.209 feet
Illl.ﬁ?&‘\x\ B Hamlin Peak 4,751 feet
P =) 2 Howe Peaks
r2 M, 7S \
5.\\““””“///,' ;;‘\\\\\\\ . P 4734 Ceet



. -z;—-m-"\g-' ey for l{{am ;ee:
[ Yl : Morse . e
[l N o Mouat Coe 3782 feet

~ 4 Moumt 0. J. L teet
‘ N A Mullen 3150 feet
| AasLE= T "l =2 North Brother 4,143 feet

SN B E North Traveler 31300 feet

Sy T & North Pogy " feet
N North S, B. feet
. North Turner 3,323 feet
1~ Owl 3,736 feet
) Pomola 4.902 feet
Russeil 2,801 feet
Rum 3.361 feet
Sable {eet
South Pogy feet
South Turnmer 3,122 feet
South Brother 3.951 feet
South Traveier 4.008 feet
South Peak 240 feet
South S. B feet
Strickland feet
Squirt Dam feet
Tabdle Land 4,401 feet
Thoreau Springs $.636 feet
Wassataquoik 2.984 feet
West Peak O. J. L feet
N

£
y No. 3—Chimney Pond and the east wall of Katahdin,
. S The majestic Katahdin range pushes its wooded peaks
. more than 5.000 {eet into the 2air to overlook a pic-
-J . turesque area of wilderness kepc.m its primeval beauty
e to MH.L‘NOCKET for the people of Msaine and their visitors.

No. 5—Three p2aks and the
Cnile Edge are spread to
view in this amazing picture.
On the left are Pamola Peak
and the Knife Edge, and at
the right, Turner Mountain
(3,122 feet) and Traveler
Mountain (4,000 feets.
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MT. KATAHDIN, GIFT TO THE STATE OF MAINE FOR PRESERVATION FOREVER
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Three Views of
Famous, Roadless Katahdin

Photograph by Robert C Anderson

KATAHDIN MOUNTAIN, FROM KIDNEY POND, AND ONE OF THE INNUMERABLE LAKES SURROUNDING IT. HERE ONE
CAN VACATION, FISH, HIKE, REST, CANOE, OR START OUT ON EXTENDED TRIPS INTO THE WILDERNESS.

i

Thoreau on “Ktaadn”

Epitep By Bextox MacKarve

ET us turn to the first sentence of the first chapter of the
first all-round exploration of the Ktaadn wilderness—
The Maine Woods by Henry David Thoreau:

On the 31st of August, 1846, I left Concord in Massachusetts for
Bangor and the backwoods of Maine, by way of the railroad and steam-
boat, intendirig to accompany a relative of mine . . . as far as a dam
on the West Branch of the Penobscot. . . . From this place, which is
about . . , five miles beyond the last log hut, I proposed to make excur-

sion to Mount Ktaadn. . ..
And so he did. And within a short but significant fort-

night he was back home again in his Walden cabin (whose door
he had casually left unlocked).
may be considered as an incident of his two-year career as
philosopher of that now world-noted Pond. Thoreau in his
account of this little excursion shows himself to be a traveler
viewing the Mountain and its wild environs as part and parcel
of the stage and setting of three distinct and long separated
periods.

This trip of his, therefore, .

First Thoreau views Ktaadn as part of the setting of the
contemporary history of his own homeland (Nineteenth Cen-
tury New England). Let’s tag along with him and hear what
he has to say as'a traveler in A.D. 1846.

There it was, the State of Maine, which we had seen on thé map,
but not much like that,—immeasurable forest for the sun to shine on.
. . . No clearing, no house. It did not look as if a solitary traveler had
cut so much as a walking-stick there. Countless lakes,—Moosehead in
the southwest . . . like a gleaming silver platter at the end of the
table; Chesuncook . . . without an island; Millinocket, on the south,
with its. hundred islands; and a hundred others without a name; and
mountains, also, whose names, for the most part, are known only to
the Indians. . . .

According to the Gazetteer, which was printed before the boundary
question was settled, this single Penobscot County, in which we were,
was larger than the whole State of Vermont. . . . We are concerned
now, however, about natural, not political limits.

He goes on to say that what is most striking in the Maine
wilderness is the “continuousness” of the forest.




Thoreau’s trip and ‘account pertain of course to this whole
“Maine wilderness” of which Ktaadn was merely the focus and
destination. He ponders on humans and their activities as well
as on the landscape. Maine in 1846 was winning her name—
“Pine Tree State™; she was in the hey day of her illustrious log
drives. The peak or wave of American “timber mining” had
not yet left the Northeast for its migration across the continent
—first to the Great Lakes forests, next to the Southern pines
and hence to the North Pacific firs. The log driver or “river-
man’® of the Northwoods was the picturesque counter hero of
the “cow puncher” of the far western Plains. Thoreau was
impressed with this river life of our northern frontier.

It was easy to see that driving logs must be an exciting as well as
dangerous business. All winter long the logger goes on piling up the
trees which he has trimmed and hauled in some dry ravine at the head
of a stream, and then in the spring he stands on the bank and whistles
for Rain and Thaw, ready to wring the perspiration out of his shirt
to sweil the tide, till suddenly, with 2 whoop and halloo from him,
shutting his eyes, as if to bid farewell to the existing state of things, a
fair proportion of his winter’s work goes scrambling down the:country,
followed by his faithful dogs, Thaw and Rain and Freshet and Wind,
the whole pack in full cry, toward the Orono Mills. . . .

He (the log driver) must be able to navigate a log as if it were a
canoe, and be as indifferent to cold and wet as a muskrat. He uses a
few efficient tools,—a lever commonly of rock maple, six or seven
feet long, with a stout spike in it, strongly ferruled on, and a long
spike-pole, with a screw at the end of the spike to make it hold. The
boys along shore learn to walk on floating logs as city boys on side-
walks. ' Sometimes the logs are thrown up on rocks in such positions as
to be irrecoverable but by another freshet as high, or they jam together
at rapids and falls, and accumulate in vast piles, which the driver must
start -at the risk of his life. Such is the lumber business, which depends
on many accidents, as the early freezing of the rivers, that the teams may

THe Livixe WILDERNESS
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get up in season, a sufficient freshet in the spring, to fetch the logs
down, and many others.

Thoreau-comments on the men of the wilderness in not un-
complimentary contrast with those of his own rural bailiwick:

In fact, the deeper you penetrate into the woods, the more intelligent,
and, in one sense, less countrified do you find the inhabitants; for always
the pioneer has been a traveler, and, to some extent, a man of the
world; and, as the distances with which he is familiar are greater, so
is his information more general and far reaching than the villager’s.
If I were to look for a narrow, uninformed, and countrified mind, as
opposed to the intelligence and refinement which are thought to eman-
ate from cities, it would be among the rusty inhabitants of an old-
settled country, on farms all run out and gone to seed with life-
everlasting, in the towns about Boston, even on the high-road in Con-
cord, and not in the back woods of Maine.

Thoreau emulates the Single Taxer in one brief remark on
a basic economic law of the frontier:

Let those talk of poverty and hard times who will in the towns and
cities; cannot the emigrant who can pay his fare to New York or Bos-
ton pay five dollars more to get here . . . and be as rich as he pleases,
where land virtually costs nothing, and houses only the labor of build-
ing, and he may begin life as Adam did?

* * * *

In these ways Thoreau views Ktaadn and the Maine wilder-
ness as part of the stage and setting of his own Nineteenth
Century New England. Next he views them as of the setting
of the aboriginal history of a continent (Pre-Columbian North
America).  Again let’s tag along with him—this time as a
would-be traveler in about A.D. 1000.

I am reminded by my journey how exceedingly new this ‘country
still is. You have only to travel for a few days into the interior and

- N
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MT. KATAHDIN FROM POCWOCAMUS HILL
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MT. KATAHDIN AT CLOSE RANGE
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Tnited States Department of the Interfor

THE LIGHT STREAK ON THE CENTER RIDGE IS A PART OF THE ST. jOHNS. TRAIL UP KEEP RANGE TO THE ROUNDED
DOME OF PAMOLA. OVER THE SADDLE IS SEEN MT. COE WITH ITS CONSPICUOUS SLIDES. IN THE BACKGROUND IS"THE
DOUBLETOP RANGE. THE LIGHT-COLORED STREAKS ON THE UPPER SLOPES OF THE KLONDIKE ARE LAND-SLIDES.

back parts even of many of the old States, to come to that very America
which the Neorthmen, and Cabot, and Gosnold, and Smith, and Raleigh
visited. If Columbus was the first to discover the islands, Americus
Vespucius and Cabot, and the Puritans, and we their descendants, have
discovered only the shores of America. While the Republic has already
acquired a history world-wide, America is still unsettled and unex-
plored. Like the English in New Holland, we live only on the shores
of a continent even yet, and hardly know where the rivers come from
which float our navy. The very timber and boards and shingles of
which our houses are made grew but yesterday in a wilderness where
the Indian still hunts.and the moose runs wild.

Thus a2 man shall lead his life away here on the edge of the wilder-
ness, on Indian Millinocket Stream, in a new world, far in the dark
of a continent, and have a flute to play at evening here, while his
strains echo to the stars, amid the howling of wolves, shall live, as it
were, in the primitive age of the world, a primitive man. Yet he shall
spend a sunny day, and in this century be my contemporary; perchance
shall read some scattered leaves of literature, and sometimes talk with
me. Why read history, then, if the ages and the generations are now?
He lives three thousand years deep into time, an age not yet described
by poets. Can you well go further back in history than this? Ay! ay!—
for there turns up but now into the mouth of Millinocket Stream a still
more ancient and primitive man, whose history is not brought down

even to the former. In a bark vessel sewn with the roots of the
spruce, with hornbeam paddles, he dips his way along. He is but dim
and misty to me, obscured by the aeons that lie between the bark canoce
and the batteau. He builds nc house of logs, but a wigwam of skins.
He eats no hot bread and sweet cake, but musquash arid moose meat
and the fat of bears. He glides wp the Millinocket and is lost to my
sight, as a more distant and misty cloud is seen flitting by behind a
nearer, and is lost in space. So he goes about his destiny, the red face

of man.
* * * *

Finally Thoreau views this wilderness as part of the setting

“of the cosmic history of a planet (Pre-Cambrian “Earth”).

This time he might be some visitor from the heavens say half
a billion years ago. Hear what he says from the sides of
Ktaadn:

The mountain seemed a vast aggregation of loose rocks, as if some
time it had rained: rocks, and they lay as they fell on the mountain
sides, nowhere fairly at rest, but leaning on each other, all rocking
stones, with cavities between, but scarcely any soil or smoother shelf.
They were the raw materials of a planet dropped from an unseen
quarry, which the vast chemistry of nature would anon work up, or
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work down, into the smiling and verdant plains and valleys of earth.
This was an undone extremity of the globe; as in llgmle we see coal
in the process of formation.

Vast, Titanic, inhuman Nature has got him (the traveler) at dis-
advantage, caught him alone, and pilfers him of some of his divine
faculty., She does not smile on him. . . . She seems to say sternly,
Why came ye here before your time. This ground is not prepared
for you. . . . I"have never made this soil for thy feet, this air for thy
breathing. . Why seek me where I have not called thee, and then
complain because you find me a stepmother?

The tops of mountains are among the unfinished parts of the globe,
whither it is a slight insult to the gods to climb and pry into their
secrets. . . . )

Perhaps I most fully realized that this was primeval, untamed, and
forever untamable Nazure, or whatever else men call it, while coming
down this part of the mountain. We were passing over “Burnt Lands,”
burnt by lightning, perchance. . .. We have not seen pure Nature,
unless we have seen her thus vast and drear and inhuman. ... I locked
with awe at the ground I trod on, to see what the Powers had made
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there, the form and fashion and material of their work. This was that
Earth of which we have heard, made out of Chaos and Old Night.
Here was no man’s garden, but the unhandseled globe. It was not
lawn, nor pasture, nor mead, nor woodland, nor lea, nor arable, nor
waste land. It was the fresh and natural surface of the planet
Earth.

* * * *

Thus we glean some glimpscs of the original Ktaadn wilder-
ness through the eyes and mind of Thoreau. And where pray
could we find a better guide than this,mind, the greatest in-
terpreter perhaps in all time of the wilderness environment?
Here we have the true Ktaadn—“an undone extremity of the
globe™: as it was before the tourist found it, as it was before
the white man found it,—as it was and ever must be as a’
solitary segment of the ages wrought in the “vast chemistry of
nature.”

The Purchase of the Land

By ForMmer Govervor Percivar P. Baxter

T A TIME when man appears to be chiefly concerned
not only with the destruction of his fellowman, but
much of the beauty of the world.as well, it is especially

heartening to read a story such as that which former Governor
Percival P. Baxter of Maine personally tells of his unique gift
to mankind as well as to “the lesser brethren.”

“In 1905 at the age of 26 as one of the yvounger members of
the State Legislature I began to learn something of my native
State, its people, its resources, its wild life and its possibilities
for the future. It was not, however, until 1917 that I at-
tempted to induce the State Legislature to acquire by purchase
the mountainous region around Mt. Katahdin.

For eight years both as a legislator and as Governor 1 worked
une:asingly to secure legislation for the establishment of a
State Park at Katahdin to be held as a great primitive recrea-
tional area and wild life sanctuary but the opposition proved
too strong and the legislators of those days were not interested.
During the years 1917 to 1925, time after time, my State
Park plans were defeated.

In 1925 those who opposed me no doubt felt relieved when
I retired from the Governorship to private life; but oftentinies
defeats later turn into victories, and so it was in this Park
project. After leaving the Governor’s office I gave up all
thought of securing any park legislation and determined to buy
the land myself and give it to the State. It is interesting to
observe that the very people who while I was in office were
my strongest opponents later became my firm friends.

When I went to these land owners, asking them to sell me
their lands, they treated me courteously and fairly. They told
me that while they did not care to sell their lands they would
do so because they had come to realize that I was trying to do
something worth while for Maine. These land owners have
shown a rcmarkably fine spirit and I want the people of Maine
to know how splendidly theyv have cooperated with me in szll-
ing me their forest lands.

¥

Up to the time my first purchase of 6,000 acres was made
in 1930, I never had owned any forest or timber land. My
Park started from absolutely nothing and every acre has been
bought since 1930. Today the land acquxred fon‘ the State
totals 114,040 acres or 178 square miles all in one piece and
comprising almost five townships. A township m Maine,
roughly speaking, contains 36 square miles.

For all practlcal purposes, after twenty-seven years of effort,
the Park is complete. Maybe, however, I shall be able to en-
large it from time to time for there are several areds it would
be well to acquire. The Park stands right in the center of the
northern portion of our State, a2 wild mountainous country now
forever set aside and held in trust by the State as a public
park, forest reserve and wild life sanctuary for present and
future generations of Maine people. The State Legislature
very generously has named this area Baxter State Park.

The distance from Portland to the summit of Mt. Katahdin
is 250 miles. ‘There are several foot trails leading to the
summit, and a rough but passable motor road passes.through the
westerly portion of the Park. All along the way theré are
grand views of Katahdin and the other thirty peaks within the
Park area. This district is typical of the wild lands of Maine.
It has within its border, lakes, swamps, beaver dams, rivers,
mountains, good timber lands and burnt-over lands, meadows
and boulders in profusion. Moose, deer, wildcats, bears, foxes
and all the smaller animals and birds abound therein. All these
creatures are safe from the hunters, and the sound of the axe
and of falling trees never will echo through these forests.

Katahdin always should and must remain the wild storm-swept,

untouched-by-man region it now is; that is its great charm.
Only small cabins for mountain climbers and those who love -
the wilderness should be allowed there, only trails for those
who travel on foot or horseback, a place where nature rules and
where the creatures of the forest hold undisputed dominion.
This area was donated to the State on three conditions.
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THIS PICTURE, WHICH BEST SHOWS THE GREAT BASIN OF KATAHDIN, WAS TAKEN SOUTHWEST FROM THE NORTH
RIM OF LITLE NORTH BASIN, ONE OF THE THREE GLACIAL CIRQUES, WHICH FACE THE EAST AND NORTHEAST. THE
GREAT BASIN IS THE LARGEST OF THE CIRQUES, FORMED BY THE ACTION OF GLACIAL ICE ACTING LOCALLY. THE
WHOLE OF KATAHDIN WAS PLANED OFF BY LARGE GLACIERS COMING FROM THE NORTH, AS IS EVIDENCED BY THE.
GREAT TABLELAND AND BY ROCHE MOUTONNES TO BE FOUND THERE. THIS BASIN CAME TO BE THE SOCKET OF A
GREAT TOOTH OF ICE, FED BY SNOWFALL, WHICH WORKED ITS WAY DOWN TO THE LOWER GROUND. IN SO MOVING
IT PLUCKED OUT LARGE CHUNKS OF THE GRANITIC ROCK, DEPOSITED THEM, VERY BROKEN AND FRACTUR!ED IN A

LINE MARKING WHERE THE ICE STOPPED. )

First that it shall be held by the State in trust forever; second,
that it shall be used for public parks, forests and recreation;
third, that it shall ever be kept in its natural wild state and as
a sanctuary for wild beasts and birds.

A map published by the Appalachian Mountain Club records
that there are more than 30 different mountain peaks within
this area.

As modern civilization with its trailers and gasoline fumes,
‘its unsightly billboards, its radio and jazz, encroaches on the
Maine wilderness the time vet may come when only the Ka-
tahdin reglon remains undefiled bv man. To acquire this
Katahdin region for the people of Maine has been under-
taken by me as my life’s work, and I hope as the years roll on
that this State Park wil be enjoved by an ever-increasing num-

“ber of Maine people and by those who come to us from bevond
our borders. »

1
i
l

hatahdm, 5,267 feet, stands above the surrounding plain
unique in.grandeur and glory. The works of men are short .
lived. Monuments decay, bulldmgs crumble and wealth van-
ishes, but Katahdin in its massive grandeur will forevqr remain
the mountain of the people of Maine. Throughout'the ages
it will stand as an inspiration ao the men and women of this
State.”

This, then, is what Governor Baxter has accomplished.
Not only to the citizens of Maine has been dedicated this
natural monument to his everlasting memory, but a reserva-
tion has been established where the people of an entire nation
may glory in the rugged aspects of nature where the wilder-
ness will hold sway and wild life may dwell in peace without
fear of gun, trap or other. human encroachment.

Katahdin Today

By Ronarp L. Gower .

ATAHDIN, the “grcatest mountain® of the Penobscot
Indians, rearing its vast bulk from out the rolling
wilderness at its foot, is a solitary mountain as first

viewed from«the South. The climber, weary of the flat

country of the lower Penobscot valley sees the fulfillment of his
high hopes in the great mass sharply lined against the northern
sky. Yet, approached from the East or West, Katahdin is
not alone but is the culminating thrust of a long line of peaks,
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some of which rise above 4,000 feet, while coming from the
North the traveler becomes so involved in smaller mountains
and hills as to be scarcely aware of this giant of the great
north woods. .

Of itself, however, the mountain is roughly in the shape of
an anchor with a broad shank; the right fluke (or hook) being
somewhat larger than the left, while the stock or crossbar at
the top is formed by the westerly thrust of the Northwest
Plateau, and its easterly counterpart the projecting Howe
Peaks ridge. With this sketch in mind we shall place the sum-
mit ridge with its two high peaks (5267 ft. and 5240 ft.)
near the base of the anchor’s:shank about where it joins the
flukes. Then the Southwest (Hunt) spur will form the left
fluke and the great curving wall of the Knife Edge ending in
Pamola will be the right.

It must be confessed that north of the stock of the “anchor”
there is still half of the mountain and our 1m1gerv rather falls
down here.

“Katahdin 1s a great irregularly shaped mountain mass ris-
ing abruptly from comparatively flat country to a gently sloping
platean above the tree growth and topped on its southeasterly
margin by an irregular series of low summits.”* This “gently
sloping plateau” is the Table Land, barren, rockstrewn, nearly
four miles long and falling away abruptly from 1,000 to 2,000
feet on all sides, after which the slopes become more gentle.
The great cliffs in the Great Basin below the summit ridge are
sheer for nearly 2,000 feet, where, at the foot of the talus
slope nestles Chimney Pond, a sapphire gem in a setting of
rock. This gray and pink granite cliffi-belt swings in a great
arc to form the famous Knife Edge, a thin wall of vertically
fractured rock, some 1,500 feet above Chimney Pond and so
narrow in places along its top that one may sit astride it. The
Knife Edge ends in a rock pyramid called Chlmney Peak, im-
medlately beyond which, and separated from it by a sharp
cleft is a broader rock peak, Pamola, (4,902 ft.) named for the
Indian deity of the mountain.

North of the summit ridge two great rock buttresses, the

Cathedrals, fall away in great sweeping leaps to the floor of
the Basin. At their foot lies tiny Cleftrock Pool, reflecting
the glory of its surroundings. From the Table Land great
arms stretch out embracing other glacial cirques, here known
as basins. Adjoining the Great Basin is the North Basin
(3,100 ft.) with its high, smoothledged sides and barren
boulder-strewn floor in which are two tiny ponds. It has been
estimated by geologists that a local glacier occupied this Basin
as recently as some ten thousand years ago.

Next to the North Basin, but still on the eastern slopes of
the mountain is the rarely visited Little North Basin with its
tremendous boulders.. From this point north; the east side of
Katahdin is clothed in thick forests which continue around the
massive northern end and into the little known Northwest
Basin with its sheer cliffs, interesting central ridge, waterfalls
and its five ponds on great shelves of various levels, One of
these ponds, the “disappearing pond,” was thought to be in the
process of being slowly converted into a spongy heath because
of the intrusion of plant life. After having been carefully

!Appal;achian Mountain Club Katakdin Guide (1938) p. 1.
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watched for some 35 years, learned conclusions were about to
be drawn when beavers entered the picture, dammed up the
outlet and greatly enlarged the pond!? Forming the southern
boundary of this vast basin, rises the broad and high Northwest
Plateau which shoulders its way far out into the Klondike.
This latter is a forbidding, elevated valley (2,800 ft.) about
3 by 1%% miles, lying between . Katahdin and the Brothers
range to the West. It was named by a local Indian who, it is
reported, used to hunt moose here for the heads, but whether
he noted seme resemblance to the Canadian Klondike, or
whether the sale of moose heads became a “gold-mine” to him
has never been revealed. The valley is exceedingly difficult to
enter being well guarded by the most execrable going, and it is
doubtful if more than a dozen white men ever have traversed
it? On an elevated shelf of the Klondike lies lovely, narrow
Klondike Pond protected against visitors by great cliffs and
dense scrub.

"The great barren gulch of Witherle Ravine has been carved
into the mountain’s southwest flank just south of the farthest
eastward reaching of the Klondike. Almost never visited, this
trailless section has waterfalls of singular beauty, streams, cliffs
and in its lower reaches virgin forests. South of this, the long
Southwest (Hunt) spur stretches out into the valley-of the
Sourdnahunk and rounding this the massive southern slopes
come into view, long scarred by repeated avalanches.

All about Katahdin glisten lakes, ponds and streams the num-
ber of which is mcredlble—hterally hundreds. As pne writer
has phrased it, “It is as if a mirror had been broken and
scattered over the mantle of the dark green of the spruce and
fir forest cover, for so do the myriad lakes heliograph to the
summit.”* | A great extent of country is visible from: the upper
parts of the mountain which dominate all that past of the
State.s Winthrop says, “Katahdin’s best part is what% Katahdin
sees. 3 .

The rugged reputatlon of Katahdin has always been en-
hanced by its remoteness. For over 150 years after Mt. Wash-
ington was first ascended by Darby Field in 1642, Katahdin
remained unclimbed by white men, shunned by the Indians as
the abode of evil spirits,® and relatively unknown to the out-

*Appalachia, vol. xxvi p. 392, see also The Maine Naturalist, vol.
10, no. 3.

®Appalachia, vol. xxvi pp. 385-389.

*M:. Katahdin in Maine, 2nd edition, 1933,
Commission.

*Theodore Winthrop, Life in the Open Air.

*Memoirs of Odd Adventures, Strange Deliverances, etc, in the
captivity of John Gyles, Esq., Boston, 1736, Spiller and Gates, Printers.
“I.have heard an Indian say that he lived by the River at the foot of
the Teddon (Katahdin), and in his wigwam, seeing the top of it thro’
the Hole left in the top of the Wigwam for the passing of Smoke, he
was tempted to travel to it: accordingly he set out early on a Summer’s
Morning, and laboured hard in ascending the Hill all Day, and the
Top seem’d as distant from the Place where he lodged at Night, as from
the Wigwam whence he began his Journey; and concluding that Spirits
were there, never dared make a second Attempt.”

“I have been credibly inform’d that several others have fail’d in the
same Attempt: particularly, that three young men towr’d the Teddon
three days and a half, and then began to be strangely disordered & de-
lirious, and when their Imagination was clear, and they could recollect
where they were, and had been, they found themselves returned one
Days Journey: how they came so far, they can’t guess, unless the Genii
of the Place convey’d them.”

Maine Development
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side world. When in 1804 it was climbed by a party of eleven
persons there was no record of anyone having reached the sum-
mit before. Charles Turnér, a surveyor of Scituate, Mass., has
left an account of this ascent which was by the southern slopes
of the mountain.? (He estimated the height to be 13,000 ft.,
but it is not known just how much his personal feelings were
taken into consideration in arriving at this truly fantastic
figurel)

In the early days Oldtown, over 100 miles distant, was the
nearest town of any size. This meant coming to Bangor by
coastal schooner, then travelling by stagecoach for the few
miles of road north of Bangor and Oldtown and then paddling
and poling up the river. The swift current, windswept lakes
and many carries along the upper stretches made this an ex-
cursion not to be undertaken lightdy. Bangor was finally
reached by the railroad in 1855,% and 14 years later the Euro-
pean and North American Railroad was opened from Bangor
to Mattawamkeag, thus catting the distance roughly in half.
But the railroad covered the easier half and actually helped
out far less than it would seem, as a highway of sorts had al-
ready been built to Mattawamkeag. The building of the
Bangor & Aroostook R.R. in 1894 placed Stacyville in the posi-
tion of being a railroad station which was only 30 miles from
Katahdin, but this distance was so full of natural obstacles that
most travelers still preferred the water route, although a path
through to the. mountain from the East had been cut as early
as 1848,% but was not maintained.

In 1921 the Great Northern Paper Company, in connection
with a pulpwood operation on the eastern slopes of the moun-
tain, extended an existing wood road from Millinocket to the
Basin Ponds (2,400 ft.), which are 14 miles below and east
of Chimney Pond. As most of this became passable (just
barely!) for automobiles during succeeding years, cars were
driven ever closer to Katahdin and may now be operated to
" within 514 miles of Baxter Peak on both the east and south-

west sides of the mountain. It is, however, still 30 miles from
" the nearest town and the rate of travel is necessarily slow over
the rough dirt roads.

For 1,500 feet below Baxter Park most of the mountain is
bare, hence the appearance of this part has changed little, but
the wooded lower slopes repeatedly have been swept by fire
and cut by man. One of the earliest accounts of fire ravage
is that of Joseph C. Norris, Sr., a surveyor, who in 1823
wrote, “We see a large extent of country contiguous to . . . Mt,
Katahdin . . . being SW of the great range of hills which we
are passing over. It is old burnt land.””1® There are records

“*Expert opinion differs as to the exact location of the route of ascent.
Avery in the Guide to the dppalachian Trail in Maine, 4th edition, p.
§5—2 claims, “Charles Turner . . . reached the summit by the Hunt
Spur . . . while Leavitt in Katahdin Skylines, p. 12, states, “The
record left by Charles Turner . . . of his trip up the mountain on
 August 13, 1804, leads the reader to believe that he followed up Abol

Stream and scaled the cliffs near the posmon of the Slide, which did
not occur until about twelve years later.”

8Edward E. Chase, Maine Railroads, Portland, Maine. 1926

“Myron H. Avery, The Keep Path and Its Successors, Appalac/ua,
vol. xxii, pp. 135-141.

3 4 ppalachia, vol. xxi, p. 37.
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of several other large fires which have denuded the slopes of
the mountain.!!

Lumbering has harvested repeated growths of mature trees
from the slopes.  As a matter of fact, outside of the Klondike
there are few areas on or about the mountain which have not
been cut over at some time or another. The most recent
cuttings were: northern slopes 1914, eastern 1923 (except a
small birchwood operation in 1939-1942) and southern 1938.
The west slopes are protected by Klondike barriers which make
it impracticable .(if not impossible) to get the wood out.
Despite burnings and cuttings however, the spruce and fir
come back in an amazingly short time, as this region is a per-
fect nursery for these species. Protected as they now are
against their two worst enemies, fire and man, the trees on
the mountain will soon give the impression of being ancient
forests.

Before Mr. Baxter gave the mountain to the State, little
supervision was exercised. ‘Trails grew up as required and a
few badly needed shelters were built by one organization or
another. Now, however, the Baxter State Park Authority
through their efficient Park Supervisor, Harold J. Dyer,? have
begun to take carefully planned steps to conserve the natural
features and to make them properly accessible where deemed
advisable. But there will always be areas about the mountain
which will be only for those who can make their own way
through the natural obstacles. :

A system of trails has grown up to meet various needs, so
that it is now possible to reach the summit from 2 number of
different points, to traverse most of the ridges, ad to enter
several of the basins. Both the Appalachian Mountain Club
and the Appalachian Trail Conference have taken over the
maintenance of specified trails which together make up most’
of the. paths on the mountain. - Signs are placedat intersections
and the trails are well marked. Many shelters ha.m;-,t been built
at Chimney Pond and at Katahdin Stream Campground on
opposite sides of the mountain. There is also a shelter two
miles up the Hunt Trail and another at Davis Pond in the
Northwest Basin. For those who do not wish to carry their
own food and bedding, there are five sporting camps located
near enough to enable guests to complete an ascent during the
daylight hours. These unique outfits furnish splendid meals
in large common dining cabins, and sleeping accommoda-
tions are to be found in smaller individual cabins which are
pleasantly located nearby overlooking some pond or lake.

Katahdin as it is today and as it will be tomorrow (through
the farseeing gencrosity of ex-Gov. Baxter) furnishes facilities
for rugged recreation amid scenery of inspirational grandeur.
Whether in the utter loneliness of the Klondike, the savage
beauty of the Northwest Basin, the wild loveliness of the Klon-
dike Pond Ravine, the great open sweep of the Table Land,
the dizzy, exposed heights of the Knife Edge, the rocky deso-
lation that is the North Basin, or gazing across Chimney Pond
up to that incomparable sweeping curve of sheer cliffs, one can
say with the apostle of old, “Lord, it is good for us to be

here.”13

Hpartial list 1795, 1884, 1903, 1923, 1941,
#0n leave of absence to U. S. Army Mountain Troops.
BMatthew xvii, 4.



THE BAXTER STATE PARK IN MAINE,

Mr, Deverejux Butcher, Executive Secretary of the National
Parks Assoclation has asked me to write something about the
Park that I have created here in Msine, the Baxter State Park
so named by the State Leglslature, He wants from me "a pilc-

ture of what you have done, how you have done it, and why",

Although reluctant to speak of a project that 1s peculiar-
ly my own, a brlef statement informing those lovers of the wide
open spaces who live beyond the borders of the State of Meine,

may not be out of place,

First of all, this Park includes wlthin 1ts boundaries,
Mt. Katshdin (5,267 f£t,) and more than thirty lesser peaks many
of which are over three thousand feet in helght. The acquisi-
tion and establishment of this area came about naturally and grade-
ually, but not painlessly., In thls work many obstacles werse over-
come and the hilstory of the project extends over a period of

yeaps from 1905 to 1945,

As a member of the Maine legislature (1905) in my early
twentles I became interested in the wlld forest areas of Maine,
which once belonged to the people of my State, but which in the
earlier yeasrs were explolted and tsken from the people by scheming
politicians and thelir beneficiarles, 1In those days some of the
finest timber lands were scld by the State for but a few cents
per acre, Those were rough timea:f;ough men ruled the forests.
sumianhbsinrEINNEEE ., Ths end ceme at last snd the
State of Meine was stripped of what remeined of its lands.

.

The final and most flagrant act of all was what now is
termed "THE GHREAT LAWD STEAL of '66," Not long before that
time there had been serious friction between the United States and
Canada over the question of the Canada~Maine boyndary,. Troops had
been celled out and feslings ran high, Capitalizing on this, cer-

tain schemers who wanted to secure the 1,600,000 acres of timber



lands then remaining to the State went to the Legislature and
agreed to bulld at their own expense a milltary railroad of about
125 miles from central Meine to the New Brunswick boundary to

be used in csase of war with Canada, As compensation for the
promise to bulld this railroad the State of lisine gave these
schemers all the land the State then owned on the watersheds of
the Penobscot and St, John Hivers totaling aboutzgfsoo,ooo acres
herein referred to. Twelve miles of reilroad were bullt, only
twelve, and the language of the Act was so cleverly worded that

the State had no redress for breach of contract, The land was

lost forever.

After serving in the lLegislative House in 1905 i re-

turned as State Senator in 1909 and later again beceme a Memﬂer
of the House in 1917, My plans began to crystalize and theniénd
there I determined to have the State purchase what I considei the
most spectacular and beautiful part of Malne, Mt, Katahdin and the
surrounding mountainous territory. The bill I introduced was lgno~
minlously defseted because of the opposition of the timberland
owners and their sllles the water power interests, In 1919 again
being in the Hbusg I tried asgain but my bill met the same sad

fate, So slso in both 1921 and 1923, during which yea;s I was
‘ Governor (1921-~1924), even though I addressed Speclal Messages about
it to the legislature, After these defeats it certainly seemed a
lost cause, In Jemiary 1925 I left office and returned to pri-
vate 1life, Not to be defeated, however, shartly after that I came
to the concluslon that if my plens were to succeed I must buy the
lsnd myself and then donate it to the State so that a small portion

of the peoples heritage might be returned to them.

In 1930 the first purchase and gift of 6,000 acres was
made, others followed up to and Including 1945, To-day a total
of 116,288 acres have been purchased and donated by me to the State
of Maine to be held 1n Trust for all time for the benefit of the
People of Melne, The other conditlons of the gift are that the
land shall be left in its natursl wlld state, shall be kept as a

sanctuary for wild beasts and blrds, that no roads or ways for mo-
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tor vehlcles shall be bullt therein and that no alrcraft shall

be allowed to land therson. This 1s the short and simple story

of how 1t all ceme about, but a vivid imaginetion 1s not re-
quired to pilcture the details involved in a one-man project of
this sort where all the forces for long periods were overwhelmingly

hostile and victorious,

The land that now comprises this State Park 15 one solid
area or block bounded by strsight north-south and east-west
1lnes, Tiseeseredkl IR PSR! <
SinstdisieudshaesmpinibshecepI ST BIINEY: . As time passes
I hope to acquire substantiel areas adjoining the present park
in order to enlarge it. In a project of this magnitude there is
never an end, and the only obstacle to immedlate enlargement of
the Park 18A2ng¥¥iuctance of certain timber land owners to sell
their lands to me, For their willingness to sell me in the past
II am grateful, snd want the people of my State to know that since
this Park became a reality the land owners have be;gi;riendly and

co-operative

The 116,288 acres now owned by the State of Maine from the
#ery first deed in 1930 to the most recent in 1945 were trans-
forred to and accepted by the State as Trustee in Trust for the
People of Malne, Notwithstanding the solemn covenants in all these
Trust Deeds certain persons for reasons best’known to themselves
but which I could never understand commenced an agitation to upset
these Trusts and sought to turn over to the Federal Government the
land that had been glven by me to, and accepted by the State. The
plan behind this move called for the construction of roads, of
great "log-cabin hotels™ and similar structures; in fact to make
it a tourist resort of thé typical kind with filling stations,

lunch rooms, amusement places and the trappings thet go with such

developments,

The people of Maine were aroused. Meetings were held,
resolutions passed and the plan to natdonalize thls srea was killed.

As a matter of fact the whole proposition was illega%/ SRR
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and absurd, but plans actually were prepasred in Washington with
a printed map of the "Mt. Ketahdin National Park", andra bill
was introduced in Congress, After a whlle the whole matter
quieted down and the proponents seelng the error of their ways
voluntarily snd generously came and assured me that they would

never take 1t up egain,

The State Perk has grown in stature from year to year,
the deeds of gift are carefully worded so that no encroachment by
Federal Authority is ever possible and Peace now reigns in the

haunts of the bear, the moose, the deer and the wlld cat.

A dlstinguished Malne citizen who held an important Fed-
eral office, Hon., George Otls Smith, wrote as follows when he
learned of the proposal to takeé this Park from the State and give

1t to0 the PFederal Government,

"The heritage of iimine folks includes
nelther trust ¥&¥X betrayal nor inferior-
ity complex, Yet, the recent propossal
to convert a State Park into a National
Park contains both a shsdy repudiation
of & contractual obligation duly acknowl-
edged by Act of Leglslature and a covert
confession of inablllty to manage the
State's own affairs, The proposed sur-
render does not fit the Maine character,
and even were 1t legal, would surely
fail of popular endorsement, I have no
patience with the complisnt attitude
toward breach of trust that seems the
fashion of the day, I would be ashamed
of my natlve State 1f we consldered
that a forested peak up in Northern

" Maine could be better administered as
a publlic reservation from Washington
than from Augusta."

Mr. Ronald L, Gower of the Appalachian Mountaln (Glib,
the authority on Katahdlin, says that

"The first recorded ascent of Katahdin
was over 150 years after that of Mt,
washington, Consequently it was
virtually unknown, even at a time
when the White Mountains were the
playground of New England, Due to
the lateness of the reglon in becom-
ing well known, the wilderness as-
pact fortunately has been preserved
in a large messure for us even down
to to-day, There are areas adja-
cent to the mountain which are rarely
visited, and some which have never



been explored, The mountain's

wildness and isolation combined

with 1ts natural grandeur have

ever been the charm of Katahdln,

True mountain lovers have for

nesrly a century repestedly

made theilr way through the sur-

rounding wilderness to rejolce

in the obstacles that mist be

surmounted in achieving various

objectives."
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This State Park with Mt, Katahdin as its dominant feature,
stands in the center of the northern portion of Maine, a wild
mountainous country, forever set aside and held in Trust by the
State as a Public Park, Forest Reserve and'wild Life Sanctuary

for present and future generations of Malne peoplse.

The distance from Portland to the surmit of Mt, Ketahdin
1s 250 miles, There are s:xgiz} foot tralls leading to the sunm-
mit, and a rough but passablesroad passes through the westerly
portion of the Park., All along the way there are grand views of
Katahdin and the other 30 or more peaks within the Park area,
This district is typical of the wild lands of Maine. ;t has with-
in 1ts borders, lakes, swamps, beaver dans, rivers, mountains,
good timber lands and burnt-over lands, meadows and boulders 1n
profusion, Moose, deer, wild cats, bears, foxes and all the small-
er animals and blrds sbound therein, All these creatures are ssfe

from the hunters and the sound of the sxe and of falling trees

rever will echo through these forests,

Katahdin always should and must remain the wild storm-
swept, untouched-by-man reglion it now is; that 1s its great charm,
Only small cabins for mountein climbers and those who love the
wilderness should be allowed there, only tralls for those whé trav=-
el on foot or horseback, a place where naturé rules and where the

ereatures of the forest hold undisputed dominion,



As modern civilization with 1ts trallers and gasoline fumes,
1ts unsighly blllboards, its radio and jazz, encroaches on the Maine
wllderness the tlme yet may come when only the Katahdin region remains
undeflled by man, To acquire this Katahdin reglon for the people of
Maine has been undertaken by me as my life's work, and I hope a2 the
years roll on that thls State Park will be enjoyed by an ever-increasing

number of Malne people and by those who come to us from beyond our borders.

Katehdlin stands above the surroundlng plain unique in grandeur and
zlory. Its topmost peak 1s the first polnt of land in all the United
States to greet the rising Sun as 1t comes up out of the great waters

to the Eastward,

The works of man are short lived, monuments'decay, buildings crum-
ble and wealth vanishes, but Ketahdin in its massive grandeur will forever
remein ths mountain of the people of nalne. Throughout the ages 1t wilf

stand as an inspiration to the men and wamen of thls State,



"”PERC“MHVP BAXTER
PORTLAND MAINE
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August 10, 1967, -

Hon. Kenneth M. Curtis, Counselors,
Park Commissioners, Atty General Erwin
and® Friends, ' ; ,

You all must know how much I regret not being here

<fwith you to-day. I WOuld like to tell you something of my

lifes' work in the northern forests of ouir state.s This 1is

2 long story briefly toid. I have asked~ChairmaneWilkins to

read this fepont nnd'give yﬁﬁ:my msssages

n 1903 I- Tfirst saw Katanain whlle on a fisning trip

=1

with my late father. ‘We came to Kidney Pond by railroad,r

tote tean and on'foot. It was' an interestlng exnerience.

Commissioner Stevens had not put his magic . touch on the:

roc¢k and mad of that region.

I was warned by.advisors that land owners uouli not
sell Undiscouraged I first went to the most important of
then all, the Great Northern Paper Company. At first this

company hesitated but my cause was good and the officials

'sensed the spirit of my project This company and other

large land owners sola me. various ‘areas whioh-wmth other
purchases totalled 202,000 acres,
Beginning in 1931 to 1965 I donated all this purchased

land to‘the State of Maine and now wish to make proper acknow-

ledgement to thaﬁ'company and to those other swners who showed

their fine public spirit in selling to me. Without their

co-operation this ares could never have been purchased.

e
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‘LPERCHU%WP BAXTER
PORTLAND MAINE

o You are here tﬁ-déy to see the three Gate Houses:

and the 3.06 miles of.road which I have donated to the
;tate. I have confidence that the State of Maine will
fhonor its commitment to keep this land in TRUST in: its ﬂT:?;l

- natur&i wild: state for Public Park, Public Forests, Public

e

scientific forestry,also as & sanctuary for wild life.

These vataq will b used 1n'tne‘§ears ghead to
prbbect,the Park from exploitation. My pérticular concefn
is that this area will nevér‘be_used invany ‘way to violate

 this TRUST I have éstablished, ’TheSSIreStrictions will go
far to prbtect it,

The responsibility will -rest upon you Governor Curuls‘
and those who follow you. The Park Commisslonefs, Mr.%11k1n  23:
Mr. Speers and Mr. Erwin will share this responsiblility with
you. _

Td/emphasize the spifit of ﬁhe'Pafk I‘sugge#t the
following few lines which came‘to me-whilé ﬁalking the tgaiis
of this vast wilderness. |

. Man is Born to Die, His Works are Short Lived =~

Buildings Crumble, Monuments Decay, Wealth Vanishes-

But Katahdin in All its Glory- Forever shall remein
The Mountain of the People of Maine.

pectiully,

‘Percivei P. Baxver

Eecreation purposes: and for the tuig*andfpr&ctice of . -
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‘PERCIVAL P. BAXTER

PORTLAND, MAINE .~ © - August 10, 1967.

Hon. Austin H. Wilkins, '
Forest Commissioner,
State Houss, ~-y
Auvgusta, Maine,

Dear Austin: -

The enclosed letter is for you to read at the Park

exercises on August’17th.. As I suggested to you please read

this in a strong, loud voice as I wanb them all to he&r ito

It would be well if you Would make a aopy of ‘this

t and send to.some of the newspapers« Bangor News, Portland

Press Her&ld'and«anj others that you feel would like %o

haﬁo'it.

Cordially,

&ZJ/J A

VlPercival E;
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Volume III

Speeches and National Park Controversy
Correspondence

Part 5: National Park Controversy Correspondence
OVERVIEW

Percival P. Baxter (1876-1969) donated the collection of his personal papers to the Maine State Library in Augusta.
The Baxter Collection was received by the library in February 1971 and catalogued during 1971 and 1972.! The col-
lection is vast and includes general correspondence and related papers, 28 bound scrapbooks (separately indexed),
four bound volumes of speeches, and various miscellaneous items including maps.

Baxter was a prodigious correspondent and nowhere is this more evident than in his half-century quest to establish
and develop a state park at Katahdin. The single most valuable component of the Baxter Collection for ascertaining
his vision for Baxter State Park is his correspondence that can be found in 134 subject-related folders. This corre-
spondence relating to Katahdin and Baxter State Park (BSP) will be focal point of the Volume IV in this annotated
compilation. A template has been developed for organizing that correspondence, i.e., Baxter State Park history,
administration, facilities and wilderness values.

However, there is a single subject in his park-related correspondence that warrants separate treatment, namely that of
the national park controversy of the 1930s. The volume and intensity of his correspondence on that issue, as well as
the public policy implications thereof, warrant independent examination. If the National Park Service (NPS) had been
successful in either acquiring land contiguous to Katahdin or taking over BSP as a portion of a larger area to be made
into a national park, the park as we now know it would not exist.?

BACKGROUND

By the 1890s a forest conservation movement in the Maine forest emerged in response to the paper industry’s con-
solidation of landholdings. According to John Hakola “events on the national level, particularly the conservation
work carried on during the administration of Theodore Roosevelt, . . . helped to publicize the forest resources of
Maine and to spur local action.”® Congressman Frank E. Guernsey of Dover-Foxcroft led efforts during 1910 — 1916
to create either a forest reserve or national park at Katahdin. A 1913 resolution of the Maine Legislature supported
Guernsey’s congressional initiatives.* However, it was not until Percival P. Baxter returned to the state legislature in
1917, that he spearheaded efforts to preserve Mt. Katahdin and surrounding areas. Even at this early point in his
political career, Baxter was a critic of the expansion of federal power and preferred acquisition by the state.

Although Baxter’s efforts, both as a legislator and Governor, to create a state park at Katahdin were unsuccessful,
there was a very propitious action taken by the legislature in 1919 that would eventually help facilitate Baxter’s deeding

! See Guide to the Use of the Percival Proctor Baxter Collection, Maine State Library, 1972. It is attached as an
appendix to Volume I: Deeds of Trust and Judicial Opinions.

2 Neither the annotator nor The Friends of Baxter State is suggesting any relationship between these events of
1930s and current efforts to create a national park in the north Maine woods.

3 John W. Hakola, Legacy of a Lifetime: the Story of Baxter State Park, p. 48.

* Guernsey’s unsuccessful congressional initiatives are recounted by Hakola, ibid., pp. 49-50.

% Baxter had previously served a terms in the House of Representatives (1905-1906) and Senate (1909-1910).
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of land to the State. That year Baxter’s bill proposing a “Mount Katahdin Centennial Park” commemorating Maine’s
Statehood (1820-1920) was defeated; however, a substitute measure® created a mechanism whereby the forest com-
missioner, with the advice and consent of the Governor and Council, could accept gifts for the establishment of state
parks and forest. That enabling statute was used as the means for the state’s acceptance of Baxter’s 1931 deed of gift
of nearly 6,000 acres that included Mt. Katahdin.

Election results in 1932 complicated the situation for former Governor Baxter. With Democratic administrations in
power in both Augusta (Governor Louis J. Brann) and Washington, D.C. (President Franklin D. Roosevelt) there was
renewed interest in creating a national park at Katahdin. Furthermore, Governor Brann was an ex-officio member of
the newly created Baxter State Park Commission. Despite Baxter’s aversion to federal interference, he accepted the
assistance of what was to become the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC), which set up a camp in the Millinocket
area. Neil Rolde, the author of The Baxters of Maine: Downeast Visionaries, attributed this cooperative attitude with
federal officials to Baxter’s smart political acumen.” The State Park Division of the NPS, U.S. Department of the
Interior, coordinated the work of the CCC in the Katahdin area.

In 1934 the NPS undertook an exhaustive study of the recreational development of the Mount Katahdin region. The
final report entitled, “A Report on the Recreational Development, Mount Katahdin Region, Millinocket, Maine,” was
completed in April of 1935. It rekindled the debate over the creation of a national park at Katahdin. As Hakola stat-
ed, “[a]long the way, the National Park Service became deeply involved in plans for the creation of a second nation-
al park in Maine.”®

The annotations that follow are based exclusively on documents from the Baxter Collection at the State Library in
Augusta and the Office of the Attorney General. They don’t deal with earlier attempts to have a federal presence at
Katahdin. Those interested in a more detailed treatment of the national park issue should examine Chapter II “The
Drive to Create a Park at Katahdin” and Chapter VI “The National Park Controversy” in John Hakola’s Legacy of a
Lifetime.

Percival P. Baxter was a relentless correspondent. No other subject matter in his correspondence reveals these qual-
ities more clearly than his lobbying efforts beginning in the spring of 1937 to head-off a congressional initiative to
create a national park at Katahdin. As the attached correspondence reveals, he purposefully used every means at his
disposal to influence governmental officials, environmental groups, and corporate landowners, with whom he was
negotiating additional purchases, to defeat the national park proposal that had been introduced by Congressman
Ralph Owen Brewster of Dexter.

The one hundred plus documents reproduced herein, consisting principally of correspondence between Baxter and
the aforementioned officials, were written between 1935 and 1952. The documents are organized chronologically and
should be read in their entirety so as to gain the full impact of his dogged determination to protect the integrity of the
newly established park and the land that he was negotiating to purchase. The reader may use the annotator’s refer-
ence to the dates of individual documents to locate key items of interest. Interspersed among the Baxter correspon-
dence one will find additional documents. They include, among others, the NPS’s recreational development plan for
the Katahdin region; Ralph O. Brewster’s proposed congressional legislation; and advocacy pieces by Myron H.
Avery for the Appalachian Trail Conference and Ronald L. Gower for the Appalachian Mountain Club .

Although these documents in their aggregate are quite substantial, there invariably are other items pertaining to the
national government’s interest in Katahdin that are not included here. One should examine, in particular, Hakola’s
Chapters V, “The First Decade: The 1930s”, and the aforementioned Chapter VI for references to these additional
sources. Nevertheless, this compilation, however incomplete, gives the reader a remarkably clear picture of Governor
Baxter’s efforts to resist this serious threat to his newly established park at Katahdin. While the bulk of the documents

s “An Act to provide for the acceptance by the State of gifts of land and for the establishment of a State park and
forest within the State of Maine,” Public Laws of Maine, 1919, Chap. 166.

7 Neil Rolde, The Baxters of Maine: Downeast Visionaries, p. 251.

& Hakola, op. cit., p. 129.
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are from 1937, the controversy lingered on for several years before Percival P. Baxter could say with confidence that
that the park service had given up its plan to take over BSP. The compilation ends with poignant correspondence
between Baxter and Attorney Ralph W. Ferris in the midst of the 1952 Republican Senate primary campalgn in which
Ralph Owen Brewster was secking re-election to his U. S. Senate seat.

ANNOTATIONS

The initial documents pertain to the 1935 report on recreational development of the Mount Katahdin region that was
prepared under the auspices of the National Park Service, U. S. Department of the Interior. The project manager was
Arthur C. Sylvester of the State Park Division. Sylvester sent the report to Governor Baxter on 16 May 1935 with a
cover letter in which he alluded to progress in establishing conservation camps in the Katahdin area. The report’s var-
ious components, including maps and architectural sketches, warrant careful attention for they reveal not only the
scope of the planned development, but also recount the CCC projects completed in 1934 and those planned for 1935.
The general scheme for developing the Katahdin region, according to the report “should consist of motor roads skirt-
ing the base of the mountain for entrance, foot and horse trails for penetrating the interior, and adequate accommo-
dations at studied locations.” Ambitious features included a motor road through the valley between Katahdin and
Turner mountains; a horse trail from Katahdin Stream up the valley between Barren Mountain and The Owl to the
Northwest Plateau; and a lodge at Basin Ponds, just outside the existing park boundary. Sylvester’s description of the
development of the Basin Ponds site included the following:

The promontory which lies between the two Basin Ponds is an ideal and unique location for a large lodge
and cabin development for the accommodation of visitors. This development will help to decentralize the
traffic which is becoming congested at Chimney Pond. The North Basin Bond can be used as a water sup-
ply and the South Basin Pond for recreational purposes. There is ample space to construct many individual
cabins on the shores of the South Basin Pond. The lodge should be connected with the Roaring Brook
Terminal and Chimney Pond, by tote-road for transporting supplies, and by foot trails for the use of visitors.
A horse trail should be located from the lodge to connect with the proposed one from Roaring Brook lead-
ing up to the tableland.”

It is important to recognize that while this report was prepared under the auspices of the NPS, it did not recommend
the creation of a national park. Rather it foresaw supervision of a recreational area by state officials whose responsi-
bilities would be similar to those of national park rangers. Cost of operation and maintenance were to be in large
measure offset by user fees. However, the development of the region was to be federally funded and the labor pro-
vided by the CCC.

Examination of the work completed under the auspices of the National Park conservation camps in 1934 reveals
many improvements. These included improvements to the Sourdnahunk-Millinocket tote road, the Katahdin Stream
campground, and the Hunt Trail, including the log footbridge constructed across Katahdin Stream approximately one
mile from the campground.

The 1935 work program included a series of proposed improvements on the eastern side of Katahdin, including the
extension of the Togue Pond road to Roaring Brook where a campground was to be established. It also included a
number of ambitious projects that never were carried out. They included a tote road from Roaring Brook to Chimney
Pond, via the Basin Ponds. This road was to be used for the transportation of supplies and “possibly passengers by
buck-board.” Once the tote road was completed to the Basin Ponds, site work could begin for the cabins and lodge
that were to be constructed the following year. Finally, a horse trail was proposed that would ascend from the Basin
Ponds to the tableland just north of the monument line that formed the northern boundary of BSP.

As one sees in Baxter’s letter of 5 August 1936 to Governor Louis J. Brann, work was progressing on the east side
of Katahdin, but on a more modest scale than had been proposed the preceding April. The CCC’s efforts out of

% Report on General Policy, p. 4, in U.S. Department of the Interior, A Report on the Recreational Development,
Mount Katahdin Region, Millinocket, Maine (April 15, 1935).
0 Ibid., p. 8.
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Millinocket were focused on the Roaring Brook — Chimney Pond trail maintenance and the construction of shelters
at Chimney Pond. Baxter seemed comfortable in asking Governor Brann for $200 for “nails and hardware” to sup-
plement the in kind services provided by the forest commissioner.”

However, Governor Baxter’s letter of 15 August 1936 to Dr. E. A. Pritchard, an Associate Recreation Planner at the
NPS, had a markedly different tone with respect to the federal government’s ambitions for the Katahdin area. During
a visit to Maine, Pritchard had asked Baxter his views about either the NPS acquiring land contiguous to Katahdin
or taking over BSP as a portion of a larger area to be made into a national park. In no uncertain terms, Baxter reject-
ed both notions and told Pritchard, “[i]f your Park Service wants a National Park in Maine there is available much
land and many lakes and streams in Washington and other counties, with no State Park to restrict and limit your pur-
chases.” Baxter concluded by saying: “Do allow me, with the assistance of old ‘Father Time’, to handle this matter
as I have planned, for what has been accomplished here has been done only after a long and tiresome contest,
absolutely single-handed and in the face of abuse and bitterness that you would not believe possible where a man
merely was trying to do something worthwhile for his Native State.”

The 15 January 1937 letter from Baxter to the newly inaugurated Governor Louis O. Barrows marked a dramatic
turning point in the controversy. In this letter Baxter shares comments he had received the previous day from Myron
H. Avery, Chairman of the Board of the Appalachian Trail Conference, regarding conditions at Katahdin. Avery, a
native of Lubec, decried the lack of adequate supervision within BSP and called for state appropriations to remedy
the situation. Avery described conditions at Chimney Pond as being “short of chaotic” and that the “seeming laissez
faire policy is bound to produce — and has already produced — consequences which are close to irreparable.” Baxter
asked the Governor for a $2,000 appropriation to be used by the park commission to employ caretakers on the east-
ern and western sides of the mountain and also provide for additional camping shelters. Little did Baxter know when
be departed for a late winter European vacation that a budgetary crisis in Augusta would result in the rejection of his
modest request.

An even more damaging development during Baxter’s overseas trip was the introduction of legislation by
Representative Ralph O. Brewster to create a Katahdin National Park.”® The enabling legislation provided a ten-year
window whereby the U. S. could secure these lands from public or private donations. The legislation prohibited the
purchase of land with public funds. A literal firestorm ensued upon the former governor’s return and for the next year
his correspondence was devoted almost entirely to lobbying efforts to defeat the legislation.

Maine’s U.S. Senators, Frederick Hale and Wallace H. White, Jr. were quickly enlisted in the fight against the
Brewster proposal.” Baxter received a letter from Brewster on 14 April 37 in which the congressman stated, some-
what disingenuously, that “I did not realize you were returning so soon or I should have been happy to defer

1 In a letter of 7 September 1933 to Governor Brann, several years before the national park controversy surfaced,
Baxter applauded the CCC’s road work and said it would be of permanent advantage to the State. He also request-
ed more equipment from the Governor: “The two motor shovels you sent proved of great help and are eating their
way through the rocks and stumps. . . . In order that these shovels be used to the greatest advantage, four additional
dump trucks are needed. They also need a compressor drill with 100 ft. of hose to be used with the drill, and a man
to operate it who understands its mechanism.”

2 Baxter letter of 15 August 1936 to Dr. E. A. Pritchard.

1 Baxter letter of 15 January 1937 to Governor Louis O. Barrows.

“ Baxter refers to the legislative rejection of the appropriation in letters to Acting Director A. E. Demaray, NPS,
Department of Interior, 15 May 1937, and Governor Barrows, 21 May 1937.

5 H. R. 5864, 75" Congress, 1* Session (March 23, 1937).The legislation was superceded by H. R. 6599, 75*
Congress, 1* Session (April 22, 1937). The new legislation had slightly different boundaries than its predecessor.
Hakola reported that the planned park encompassed all or parts of sixteen townships, that is, a total of approxi-
mately 400,000 acres (Legacy of a Lifetime, p. 146). A letter of 15 December 1937 from A. E. Demaray, Acting
Director of the National Park Service, to Robert Sterling Yard of The Wilderness Society referred to the discrepan-
cies in the boundary lines of the two Brewster bills.

16 See, for instance, Baxter letter 8 April 1937 to both Senators. There are numerous other letters exchanged with
both Senators over the course of the next year.
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introduction of legislation here until opportunity for a conference.””” In his reply of 16 April 1937, Baxter said he
was disturbed by the national park proposal, but graciously stated, “[o]f course when you introduced your bill you
were not aware of my plans and of the establishment of a definite Trust in regard to the Mountain.”™® Tt was not, how-
ever, until Brewster’s follow up letter of 19 April 1937 that the implicit nexus between the Appalachian Trail
Conference’s concerns, as expressed earlier in the year by Avery, and the enabling legislation surfaced. Brewster
spoke to the “increasing influx of visitors incident to recent developments” and stated that the NPS was more appro-
priately suited than the state to provide proper protection and development of the Katahdin region.”

Baxter was quick to confide in his nephew, John L. Baxter of Brunswick. In a precautionary letter of 14 April 1937,
he entrusted his nephew with relevant correspondence. He stated: “Nothing has disturbed me for a long time as much
as this and although I feel confident that while I am alive and well nothing can be done, of course something might
happen to me and then Brewster might accomplish his purpose.” Governor Baxter attributed Brewster’s motives as
“first to injure me and second to get some political advantage by being instrumental in having a National Park in
Maine.”*

In an interview with the Portland Press Herald on 3 May 1973, Baxter went public with his objections to the
Brewster “national park” proposal. In the very strongly worded interview Baxter stated:

Katahdin should and must always remain the wild, storm-swept, untouched-by-man region it now it; that is
its great charm. Only small cabins for mountain climbers should be allowed there, only trails for those who
travel on foot or on horseback, a place where nature rules and where the creatures of the forest hold undis-
puted dominion. As modern civilization with its trailers and hot dog stands, its radio and jazz, encroaches
on the Maine wilderness, the time yet may come when only the Katahdin region remains undefiled by man.*

It was not long before surrogates began speaking for the two principals. Brewster used his Extension of Remarks
privilege in the Congressional Record on June 9, 1937 to reprint an article by Myron H. Avery of the Appalachian
Trail Conference. This was a carefully developed advocacy piece supporting federal intervention at Katahdin, using
the Smoky Mountain National Park as the model for ceding park land to the federal government. The very next item
in this compilation of documents, The Baxter State Park in Maine, is an undated rebuttal by Ronald L. Gower, edi-
tor of the Appalachian Mountain Club’s Katahdin Guide. There was also an attachment in the form of a statement
adopted by the Appalachian Mountain Club in May of 1937 and published in the June 1937 issue of Appalachia, its
official publication.

One of the most interesting responses to Baxter’s pleas for support came from Dr. George Otis Smith, a Skowhegan
resident and former head of the U.S. Geological Service. In a strongly worded letter Smith express his distrust of fed-
eral officials intent on intervening in the affairs of local self-government. More pointedly with respect to Brewster,
Smith stated:

It has been difficult for me to believe that the suggestion could be made seriously, much less formalized into
a Bill and sponsored in Congress by a former Governor of our State, supposedly cognizant of the State
Legislation relation to the acceptance of the Katahdin deed of trust.”

Governor Baxter also began to exert pressure on officials within the Department of Interior, including Secretary
Harold Ickes.”? However, most of Baxter’s correspondence was with either Arno B. Cammerer, Director of National

1 Representative Ralph O. Brewster letter of 14 April 1937 to Baxter.

18 Baxter letter of 16 April 1937 to Brewster.

¥ Brewster letter of 19 April 1937 to Baxter.

» Baxter letter of 14 April 1937 to John L. Baxter.

2 “Baxter Vigorously Protests Proposal To Make Katahdin Area National Park”, Portland Press Herald, 3 May
1937. This article was cited as extrinsic evidence in Justice Scolnik’s dissent in Normand et al. v. Baxter State Park
Authority, 508 A. 2d 640, 655 (1986).

2 George Otis Smith letter of 7 June 1937 to Baxter.

3 See, for example, Baxter letter of 25 May 1937 to Ickes, in which he invoked the support of Maine congressional
delegation, i.e., Senators Hale and White, and Representatives James C. Oliver and Clyde H. Smith.
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Parks, or A. E. Demaray, Acting Director. > This correspondence was quite prolific and coextensive with the NPS’s
active interest in Katahdin. Baxter received a bit of a reprieve from the 25 May 1937 letter from Charles West, Acting
Secretary of the Interior, to Rep. Rene L. Derouen, Chairman of the Committee on Public Lands, House of
Representatives. In his letter Secretary West reported that further study of the Katahdin region as an “administrative,
biological, and recreational unit” was needed and that the department would withhold its recommendation until the
investigation was completed. In the meantime, the Department of the Interior recommended that no further action be
taken on H.R. 6599. West, in reply to Baxter’s 25 May 1937 letter to Secretary Ickes, reiterated the decision to delay
the department’s recommendation on Brewster’s bill.”

Baxter also developed a very cordial relationship with Robert Sterling Yard, President and Permanent Secretary of
The Wilderness Society in Washington, D.C. Upon learning of the society’s willingness to oppose the national park
legislation, Baxter sent a modest check for his membership.” Over the course of the next five years numerous letters
were exchanged between these two men. Most noteworthy among them were those of 8 - 16 July 1937 in which they
shared strategies on how best to deal with the NPS’s ambitions. Yard shared knowledge of the inner working of the
NPS with Governor Baxter:

The expansion group, now in the saddle, is most expectant of acquiring Katahdin, but nothing has been said
or done yet openly. These men are active opportunists, keen to rival the Forest Service in influence, even in
size of appropriations, and ready to jump with encouragement. The state situation as you describe it, if
brought to their attention in some official way which may appear incidental, will kill the alertness that now
inspires them.”

There was another exchange of significance during 4 -10 October 1937. In the initial letter, Yard reported, rather omi-
nously that the NPS’s forthcoming report on Katahdin would recommend the taking of the whole mountain as a
national park. Yard went on to say that a well organized, in-state campaign must be mounted if the NPS is to be head-
ed off. Baxter confidently responded that the state legislature would never violate the deeds of trust during his life-
time, and that he came from a “long lived family.” Yard replied, that “[o]ther fights like it have been lost largely
because no one of eminence in the home state had the interest or the nerve to stand out against political shouting for
state income at national expense.”” Yard attached a copy of a report on Katahdin he had written for the Wilderness
News, a publication of The Wilderness Society.”

The surrogates of Baxter and Brewster remained active during late 1937 and early 1938. Myron H. Avery continued
his advocacy on behalf of the Brewster legislation in the October issue of Nature Magazine. The article, “Katahdin
and Its Country,” was accompanied by an editorial supporting the creation of the national park at Katahdin.* Ronald

24 See, for example, Baxter letter to 26 April 1937 to Cammerer and Demaray reply of 5 May 1937 in which he
described the differing strategies used by the NPS to establish parks in the West (purchase with public funds) and
East (public and private donations to the federal government). Baxter used his letter of 15 May 1937 to Demarary
as an opportunity to respond to Avery’s concerns and the failed $2,000 appropriation. Baxter stated: “The failure of
a small appropriation gives a trifling reason to advance for the Sovereign State of Maine to surrender its ownership
of its grandest mountain.”

25 West letter of 7 June 1937 to Baxter. Acting Director Demaray reported in a letter of 28 September 1937 to
Baxter that the comprehensive field survey had been completed and that a final report would be forthcoming. As
late as 14 December 1937 Assistant Secretary Oscar L. Chapman, Department of the Interior, wrote Baxter that it
is impossible to forecast the substance of department’s report to the Public Lands Committee of the House of
Representatives. No final report, if ever written, could be found in the documents available to the annotator.

26 Baxter letter of 27 May 1937 to Yard.

% Yard letter of 16 July 1937 to Baxter.

28 Yard letter of 4 October 1937 to Baxter, Baxter letter of 6 October 1937 to Yard, and Yard letter of 12 October
1937 to Baxter.

» Excerpts from the report, pp. 5-8, appear in this compilation immediately after Yard’s letter of 12 October 1937
to Baxter. The origins of Avery’s cooperation with the NPS were described by Robert Sterling Yard in a letter of 21
December 1937 to Governor Baxter.

% These two items can be found as the last entries during the month of October 1937.
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L. Gower, for his part, wrote an article in the 24 April 1938 issue of the Portland Sunday Telegram and Press Herald”
that Governor Baxter sent to Demaray on 28 April 1938 and others including Robert Marshall of the U. S. Forest
Service. Marshall, a leading conservationist, responded to Baxter in a letter dated, 18 May 1938, in which he stated:

I should like to take this opportunity to express my appreciation for the marvelous public spirit which you
have shown in giving this glorious area to the people of Maine to be kept in a wild condition. It is a great
contribution to the cause of wilderness. I climbed Mt. Katahdin in 1932 and remember vividly the grand
spectacle looking northwest from its summit toward what is the largest forest area in the United States with-
out any roads in it.*?

Baxter sought further assurances from the NPS that it had abandoned the idea of a national park at Katahdin. In the
waning days of the 75% Congress, Baxter wrote NPS Director Cammerer asking if he were “correctly informed that
when a Bill is introduced into Congress and no action is taken on it that the Bill automatically dies at final adjourn-
ment and that it is necessary to introduce a new Bill if the subject is to be revived at the next Congress?”*

The legislation was never reintroduced in subsequent Congresses. By 25 November 1939 Baxter in a letter to Robert
Sterling Yard, hand-marked “confidential,” stated that he was “confident that the proposed nationalization of
Katahdin had been abandoned.”* Baxter reported that he had received assurances from Congressman Brewster that
he had no intentions of pursuing the matter. Several years later, in a letter to William A. Whitcomb, President of the
Great Northern Paper Company, Baxter stated “[i]n all modesty I can say that had it not been for my opposition,
Brewster’s bill would have become law.”* Never passing up an opportunity to purchase additional land, Baxter told
Whitcomb that he had already had five townships and that he would like to have 10,000 more acres in T2 R9 to con-
trol the approaches to the park. It would not be until 1963 that Baxter deeded 7,764 acres in T2 R9 that he had
acquired from GNP to the state. That would be his last gift of land for BSP.

This compilation of documents concludes with an exchange of letters between Baxter and Ralph W. Ferris in the
midst of the 1952 Republican Senate primary campaign in which Ralph O. Brewster was seeking re-election to the
U. S. Senate. At Baxter’s insistence, Ferris agreed not to raise in the midst of the campaign the Senator’s role in pro-
posing a national park at Katahdin. Governor Baxter explained his reasons for such a request:

It is now fifteen years since Senator Brewster, then a Representative, introduced the Bill for the establish-
ment of this Park. In view of his having made complete amends and of his having assured me that he would
withdraw the Bill and would never take any further action to interfere with Baxter State Park, it would seem
unwise and unfair to bring the matter into the present political campaign.*

Senator Brewster lost the primary to Governor Frederick G. Payne, who went on to win the U. S. Senate seat in the
general election.

3! This newspaper article is not included in this compilation.
%2 Robert Marshall letter of 18 May 1938 to Baxter.
 Baxter letter of 6 July 1938 to Cammerer.

3 Baxter letter of 25 November 1939 to Yard.

35 Baxter letter of 27 January 1944 to William A. Whitcomb.
% Baxter letter of 6 May 1952 to Ralph W. Ferris.
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
STATE PARK DIVISION

18 Boston and Maine RR Bldg.
Concord, New Hampshire
May 16, 1935

¥Mr. Percival P, Baxter
Portland, Maine

Dear Mr, Baxter,

It 1s with pleasure that I am presenting you'with a copy
of the Mount Katahdin Report which has recently been presw
pared,

The conservation camps are being established as rapidly
as possible and 1t is expected that the new Katahdin
camp will move in during the next few weeks, This
camp as you know will be located in the vicinity of the
0ld. Depot Camp beyond Windey Piteh,

Professor Hamblin of Harvard Universlity, School of Land-
scape Architecture, is anxious to c¢limb Katahdin this
Spring to see and photograph the alpine plants in bloom.
I also wish to visit Katahdin this Spring and we may
make the trip to-gether over Memorial Day week-end,

Most sincc:j}y yours,

Arthur C, Sylvester
Project Manager
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GENERAL POLICY FOR THE RICHEATIONAL Di-VELOFMUNT
0F THE
MOUNT XATALDIN REGION

Mount Katahdin, which towera majeatically
above the numerous lakai and streams, improessive
mountainas, and seemingly endless forests of the
'uainé wildorusas, o:fers, without exception, the
moat inspirational, spectacular, and-beautiruli
mountsain scenery east of the Hocky Mountains,
This wmagsive grunite wonolith was carved centure
leg ago into 4ite present form by titanic forces
of nature which have left behind a vast museum
for the geologlst, hotanlisgt and antomoiogiat in
‘the form of glacial erratics, artic flora, and
insect 11fe. It $s & playground of the highest
order, contributing not only opportunitics of
inspirutional and educational value, but also
exceptional oppertunities for ocutdoor recreation,

The Katehdin reglon is rich in hiatory,
degend and tradition, developed by those who have
‘precedad us; the Indian, that romantic figure
the oldetime lumber jack, and msn guch ag Turner,
Thoreau, Ksep and numerous others who have loft

their names behind, It has long been nationally



faugus for its peerless cance trips, abundunce of
wild 1life and vast foresta, It 1s a region with
a marked persocnality of its own, and because of
ita extreordinsry scenic beauty and opportunities
for nature educatlon and active rucreation,
should be set uside and protected‘tor the use and
enjoyment of the people for all time,

In 1931 ax;governor Percival P. Baxter pre=-
aented to the state of lalne the present Baxter
State Park of 5,060 acres, Thls gift was made
with the express condition that it "shall forever
be usad rér‘publie park and recrevational pur-
posos, ahall forever be left in the natural wild
state, shall Corever be kept as & sancfunry Tor
wild beasts and birds, that no roada or ways for
motor vehlcles shall hereafter ever e constructed
therein or thereon," iortunately this tract ine
cludes the grsater portion of Mount Katahdin and
tho mnjor'areaa of greatest scenioc beauty, How=
over, wmost of the present park is above timber
1i{no and actually 11ttle inhablted by wild 1ife,
Ia order to include Ehe entire wmountain, other
desirable mauﬁtains,llakes, streams and foreats
for the conservation of wild life, and to offor
proteétion against adverse typea of occupancy,

24



to contrel roads, traila, campsites; gtructures,
stc,, it 1s of paramount importance that addl-
tional lands be acquired, The lands which should
be acquired to protect and enhance the preasent
park and the recreational facilities already os-
tablished are largely those ef Township 3, Range
9; Township 3, Range 103 Townshlp 4,.Range *H

and Township 4, Range 10, The greater portion

of this area has bessn cut over for timber, bwrmed
over by forest fire, or is mountainous, being

- without timber or Lfmpracticable to operate, At

the present tlme lumber coupanies ars operating
the welletimbered arcas, and 1t is esatimated

thet all marketuble timber will have been re-
moved vithin a perlod of five years.. Those lands
desirable for aoquisition should be invostigated
by the Baxter Park Commlssion, snd an atteupt
made to acguire them as rapidly as possible,
either by gift or by purchase,

Heury David Thoresu visited Katahdin in
the year 1846 by ascending the West Branch of
the Ponobqoot River by bateau to the mouth of the
Abol Stream & fow miles south of the mwountain,
Prom the Abol Stream he forced his way on foot
northward to the sumslt, Since that date tralls
and roads have been gradually developsd until
today a fairly complate trall system haa been

Se
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"established, and it is poasible to drive an suto-
wobile to within a short diataence of the mountain,

The Killingoket~3ourdnahunk road was openad to
automobiles in 1934 and bundreds of visitors passed
over 1%, regerdleas of its rough condition, Ba~
cause roads are rapldly being constructed and are cone
sequently rapldly changing the aapaot'or the roe-

gion, it is indispensable that accommodations be
developed to care for the incressing number of

tourista,.

The Kaﬁahdin Region should ba-devélopgd 80
that annuelly thousands of visitora will be able
to enjoy tho benefits of outdoor life and conw
tacts with Nature, The general scheme should
consist of motor roads skirting the base of the
mountain for entrance, foot and horse trails for
penetrating the 1ntor1§r, and asdequate sccomnd~
dations at studled locations. The natural wild
state of the country should be disturbed with
only such rqads, trails, structures, ot cetera,
as are absolutely essential for the comfert and
seourity of ite visitora, The roads should be

located to avold grades, unnecessary conatruce
| tion, and to take full advantage of views, They
| gshould be parkelike in character, being careful
to protoct the trees and ground cover at the
sides, In special places toto-roada'are prefer-



able to autcmobile roads, Tralls should glve
'acogu to points of interest, points of inten-
sive use, and adjacent areas, They should be
adequately cleared, marked and aigned, Partic-
ular attention should be given to complete nmark-
ing of trails on the tableland of the mountain
for the seourity of travelers under adverse cone
ditiona, Each trail lsading from the automoblile
roads should have at 1ts foot & parking area,
overnight shelters, oprortunitles for tenting,
vater auppli. and provision for sanitation,
These campsites should be undey ths supervision
of compotent rangers, Just below the timber
line on each trail -there should bs at least one
shelter noar a water supply for emergency pur-
poses, There should be at least one main refuge
shelter on tha tablelend near one of the aprings,
and minor refuge sheltera in such piacen a8 the
Northwest Basin, All structures ahould be cone
structed of local materials and designed to hare
monize with the character of the landacupe,
Arsas for intensive use should be limited and a
1iberal portion of the region left coupletely
undisturbed, All racrauti.ona; fucllitiea ahould
"be developod from a well-concolved plan prepared
by competent adviszors, |

".l'hé Togue Pond road should be cantinued to
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Roaring Brook, At this point a terminal should
bs established with parking area and garage with
storage space, Gasoline and other motor neces-
sities should be offersd for sale. Lventually a
motor road will probably be extended northward
through the valley between Katahdin and Turner
mbunta:lna, a8 this 18 & lcgiéu Jocation for a
road to connegt with those from the Patten region,
A tots-road should be constructed from the Roar-
ing Brook terminal to Basin and Chimmey Ponds for
the transportation of supplies and posaibly pase
sengers. In order that elderly persons or those
who do not wish t0 exert the neceasary energy

' ma;* climb Katahdin, a horsetrail should bs cone
atructed up‘ ths east side of the mountain near
the Monument Line, A haorsetrall can also be con-
structed from the vieinity of Katshdin Stream
campsite up the 'iauoy between Barren Mountain
and The 0'1 to the Northweat Plateau,

The limits of the preseant game preserve
should be extended to include even more of the
Katahdin Region, ¥Pishing should be allowed in
the region, but wild beasts and birds should be
hunted only with the camers, It is adviaable at
somo later date to establish a rm; hatchery so
that f over«fishsd stx?esma and lskes may be stocked,
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The wild animals add rmuch to the enjoyment of
~the visitors and en attempt should be made by

the rangers to tame deexr and black beayr by feed-
ing, as heg been done auaeosatﬁlly in 'the weatern
parks., The intreoduction of mibou, now extinct
in the reglion, would also increase the interest
in wild life.

The existing sporting camps in the region
should continue to be accesaible only by trails
and tote-roads, Parking arecas and garages should
.ba located nearby the automoblile roads, This pro-
codure will ellow theae camps to retain the pri-
~ vacy and clientels that they have enjoysd in the
past, and at the ssme time protect thex from une
desirable tourists,

The Conservation Camp buildings at the Fos-
terts Pleld, which were usad during the summer
of 193¢ but are now aﬁandonad, should be re-
uodeled 80 a8 to serve &3 & camping unit, Fos-
ter's Plold should be doveloped also as & tent-
ing area to renoﬁ'th; load from the campsites
along the Nillinocket~Sourdnshunk road.. All
future conservation camps buildings should be
located and constructed ao that they can sevent-
ually be uased as campins units,

‘v.
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Becauss §t tho;increaains number of visitors
to Katahdin, and the almoat absoluts lack of ac-
comuodations for the none.camper in clese proximity
_to the mountain, it 1s indispensable that adoquate
-aceompodations be eatablished, Those accommoda«
tions ghould be large bulldings along the lines
of the Appalachian Mountain Club uts in the White
ﬁbuntaina. thrq should be separate dormitories
for men nﬁd wamen and meals gerved by attendants,
Those bulldings ahould bse oporated by the State
or lossed by the State to scompetent individuals

&3 concegsions,

The promontory which lies Lotwsen the two
Buain Ponds 13 an ideal and unique location for
a large lodge end cabin development for the ace
cozmodations of visitors. This development will
help to decentralize the traffic which 1s be-
coming congested at Chimney Pond, The North
Basin Pond can be used as a water supply and the
South Basin Pond £or recreational purpases.
Thore 13 ample space to construct many individ=~
ual cabins on the shores of the sSouth Basin Pond,
The lodge should be conneoted with the Roaring
Brock Terminal and Chimney Pond, by tate-road for
trénsporting supplios, and by foot traila for
the use of visitors, A horse trail should be



located from the lodge to connect with the
propoaed one from Roaring Brook lesadlng up to
tho tableland,

Chimnay Pond holds the key position and is
tha wmoeat sconlie portion of all the Xatahdin Re-
.gion; ?ha tremendous granite buttrossed ramparts
of the Grest BAain are slmilay to those of the
High Sierras themaelves, Bascause of the grandeur
of the Groat Basin and its accesslbllity, Chimmey
Pond 13 the faverite camping site for Katahdin |
climboers. In order to relieve the congestion and
to presorve the interesting tree forms and ground
cover, it is advisable to encourage the majority
of visitors to stop oﬁernisht at Basin ponda.

_ Tho developmeat at Chiuney Pond should be de
signed largely for these hardy individuals wheo
wish to cook their own meals and sleep out in the
open or in lean-tos., There should be a wain
building constructed ind operated along tho_linas
of a country store or Hudson Bay roat where camp-
era may purchase supplies and gwap yarns in the
evening, There should be & ranger's cabin and
aéveral_indivzdual cabins for less hardy visitors,
Nwusrous leanstos are necessary, and there should
be groups of them isolated from the wain develop-
ment for the use of boys and giéla. It will be
necessary to pipe a water supply from Cleftroclk

P.



Pool or the spring nearby Dudleyts trall, san-
itary facilities should be established, and fire-
wood provided in order to conaerve the existlng
growth, | |

It will be possible to devalop the Xatahdin
Reéion to & large extent along recreational lines
during the next two or three ysurs by Federal
funds, and labor in the form of' conservation
camps, The State should cooperaﬁe closely so
that 1t will be in a position to carry on and
waintain the recreational work after the Federal
Governmant haa coupletad 1te work, The State
should slac work out & plan to maintain the rec-
reational fucllitlies by collecting fees fram the
visitors. It is important that lands be see-
quired by the State on which to locate conservaw
tion caups, &8 the probvadbllity of secwring such
camps is greater 1L there is State land on which
to locate tham,

The supervision of the Katshdin Reglon should
be under ths diraction of a competent auparinton-
dent aﬁd soveral ssalstants whoss duties would be
- 8ludlar to those of the National Park rangers.

These men should supervise the entire region, ene

force regulations, impart information to visiters,
and represent the State in the protsction and

10,
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enjoyment of its greatest resource,

Tha larger part of the cost of operation and
maintenance of the recrsational arsas should be
borne by the users of the region in the form of
reasonable fees for the use of sheiters, parking
areas and other recreational facllities. The
lodge and cabin development proposed at Basin Ponds
will produce a sizeable amount of revenue. How-
ever, thers should be areas provided where peopie
wmay park and camp abaolutely fres of charge. Ad-
verse concessions and exclusive use leases should

not be permitted in the reglom.

The Katahdin Region is one of the fow re-
maining vast wilderness arsas, and it should be
preserved in its natural wild atate so that poas-
terity may have the use and enjoyment of & great
primeval park, However, it 1s indispensable
that necessary additions and alterations be made
in order that visitors may be assured of access,
comfort and security. Thb region has remarkable -
poéentialitiea for recreation, and it is feasible
thaf it willl become & great winter aports center
similar to that of Mount Washington. Today there
are hundreds of viaitora, but very shortly, be-
cause of the now roads that are making the country
accessible, there will be'thousands. The State



of Maine should make every effort to prepare the
Katahdin reglon for this increase of visitors,
and consequently boost ita greateat ssset,

Respectfully submitted,

& . 9 |26}
Project Mansger
Land Program Division

April 15, 1935
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BAXTER STATE PARK
WORK COMPLETED SUMMER 1934
NATIONAL PARK CONSERVATION CAMP, MAINE SP-2

‘ During the Swmmer of 1934 & National Park
Congervation Cawp was loéated at Fosterts Fleld
for the purpose of improving the Sowrdnahunke
Millinocket road and eatablishing recreational
facllities on the socuthwestern side of NMount
Katahdin, The Camp was established on June 1,
1934, but, for the following two weeks practi-
cally the entire camp was engaged in fighting a
devastating forest fire which burned over thous-
ands of acres of forest lying asouth of Katahdin.
n'om the middle of June, projects of a recrea-
tional nature were carried om until October £ig.
teenth, at which time, the camp returned to its
permanent quarters in Alfred, Malne.

The Sourdnahunk-Millinocket Road was improved
from Abol Fleld to the Greenville Road by removing
Ob'structiona. gravelling the surface and clearing
the roadaides, A vehlcle bridge of logs with
hewn pine planking was constructed across the
Katahdin Stream and numerous existing brldges

weres repaired,

At Katahdin Stream a campsite was developed



to accommodate approximately eighty campers,
The campsite consiats of a parking area for
sutomoblles, six tables with shslters and fire-
places, tenting spaces and four log leantos with
fireplacea, The cempsite was arranged so as to
take the best advantage of the space and view
of the mountain, A log cgbih was constructed
on the sast bank for the use of a ranger whose
duties it will be to supervise the campsite, pa-
_ trol for fire protection and impart informaticn
to campers, As it beccmes necessary to enlarge
the camping facilities, it will be possible to
locate additional shelters along the east slde
of the stream, The cémpaite was equipped with
datrines and a water supply for drinking pur-
pdses. 8igns were set up glving the distances
to Baxter Park, Millinocket, Greenville and
other points of interest. All posaible precau-
_tions wore taken to profect the ground cover and
existing trées; ihcluding,-tho plcturesque white
pine which form a part of the skyline silhouette

as. seen from the campsita,

The large depression above the bridge caused
by the Spring freshets was developed into a pool
by construcfing & loge-orib dam across the stream,
This procedure was a practical method to relieve

the unsightliness of the area and to enhance the

‘2-



the campsite with an attractive pool of water
deep enough for bathing purposes,

The Appalachian Mountain Club or Hunt Trail

wag relocated for the dlstance of one mile on the

west slde of Katahdin Stream, because of better
footing, to avold stesp grades and to take ad-
vantage of excellent views along the astream,

Ons mile from the eampéito a lag footbridge was
congtructed acrosas the stream, Just above this
bridge the trail pasasea by a deep gorge and
‘beautiful fifty-foot waterfall, Continuing, the
trall passes along a ridge with extended v;aws
into Witherle Ravine and to Double Top and other
mountains to the southwest. Approximately one
and one-half miles from the road the new trail
connects with the old Hunt Trall and continues
to the top of the mountain, Oneshzalf mile

above this Junction on the bank of a small stream
which crosaea the trail at elevation 2,450,00, |
@ leanto log shelter was constructed for emer-
gency purposes, The Hunt Trail from Katahdin
8tream to Baxter Peak was blazed and marked with
white paint and metal markers as used by the
Appalachian Mountain Club. The blazes an&.mark-
ers were removed from the old trail on the east
8ide of the Katahdln Stream., The tralls on the
tableland and the east side of the mountain were

oJ=
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marked with light blue paint and apecial features
were ’daaignzted with wooden signs, Various feat-
ures such as, rocks, outstanding trees, brook
'scanes and dista.ht views were accentuated by

epening up viatas,

The Abol Trail was relocated a few hundred
yarda to .the east of the old cut~off to avold -
passing through areas in which the Great North-
ern Paper Company have recently lumbered, The
new trail follows an attractive stream and -eonnécts
| with the old trail approximately one and one-half
miles from the road, This trail is shorter and
more attractive than the old one. An automobile
parking space was constructed at the foot of the
trall and it is proposed that a campsite with .
sheltera be developed later on, The trall was
blazed and marked with light blue paint. The
Sewall Camp just inside the southern boundary
of the Baxter State Park was repaired for the
use of the campera., It 1s proposed that addi-
tional shelters be added as this location 4s well
shéltéred, commands excellent views and has a

good water supplye.

In order to obtain information as to how many
individuals use the Hunt and Abol Traills, boxes
were placed in conspicuous places for depositing

names and addresses. In eight weeks , during
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July and August, 749 names representing nineteen
dirrorent states were deposited on’the Hunt Trall

and 436 ware depositad on the AbolvTrail. Many

Katahdin enthusiasts visited the mountain by the

way of wWindey Pitch and Chimney Pond and approx-

imately 1,000 persons reglstered at Roy Dudley!s

Camp at Chimney Pond during the seasgon.

The eémping facllitles are adequate for the

' present on the Hunt Trail, The Abol campsite
should be completed and shelters constructed near-
by the locatlon of the Sewall Cabin. JXIn order to
conserve and maintain the campsites, trails,
atﬁuﬁtures and forest trees and cover about these
‘recreational faocllities, it is essential that a
competont ranger be established at the Katahdin
Stroam campsite during the months that the roads
are passable by autemobile,

Respectfully submitted,

Project ianagef

Land Program Division
April 10, 1936
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BAXTER STATE PARK
PROPOSED WORK PROGRAM~-SUMMER 1935
NATIONAL PARK CONSERVATION CAMP, MAINE SP-8

The Park Camp to be established for recreation-
al projects on the east side of Mount Katahdin during
the summer of 1935 should be located at the old De-
pot Camp on Avalanche Brook-or if poassible on Roare
ing Brook so as %o be as near as possible to the
work projects. The camp shouid.be located and coﬁ-
structed so that it can be used in the future as a
recreational wnit, -

The Togue Pond road should be continued and a
terminal established at Roaring Brook with a parke
ing area for autamobilei. Later a garage and a
cabin for an attendant may be added, It will be
necessary to maintgin and improve the road and
bridges from Roaring Brook to the Sourdnahunk-
¥111inocket Road for the use of camp trucks and
automobiles, This work should be done under care-
. ful supervision keeping the right-of.way as near
~ a8 possible to its present vldth.and;protecting
the trees and ground cover on tﬁ; road sides,

A campsite should b; established on Spring
Brook at the foot of the 8t, John's Trall with,



parking area, shelters, fireplaces and provision
for tlgo protection and sanitation, The 3t, John's
trail should be ciearcd, marked, and signed., A
gecond campsite should be established on the Brook
which croases the trail at approximately elevation
2,250,00, This 18 a pérticularly scenic area and
& loglcal place for several shelters. The St,
John's trail pasaes through a beautiful forest of
white birch which should be carefully protected,

The foot trail from Roaring Brook to Basin
Ponds and Chlmmey Pond should be improved and re-
located in aéveral places. Roaring Brook is a
unique featurs and the trail should follow it as
much as possible, A tote-road should also be cone
structed from Roaring Brook to Basin Pogds and
Chimney Pond for the transportation of supplies
and posaibly'paaaongera by buckeboard., It 1is ed-
visabls to have the foot trall and the tote.road
separated from one a@other. The tote~road should
follow the present trail on the south side of
Roaring Brook with the foot trail relacated on
. the north side,

, In order that elderly parsoné or those who do
not wish to expend .the atrenuous efforts necessary
to climb Katahdin may reach the tabioland with as
1ittle effort as posdiﬁle & horse trail should be
constructed up the mountain side, This trail
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should lead from Roarine Brook with a branch
leading into it from Basin Ponds and ascend %o
the tableland Jjust norﬁh of the monument lins which
forms the northern boundary of Baxter Stats Park,
At this point the eontoura are not so steep and
the trall can be constructed with less difficulty,
In the future a horse trail should also be con-
atructed leading up from the west side of the
mountain, A hovel should be built at the ter-
minal at Roaring Brook but located apart from the
development, This bullding can be used for the
working horses on the development during the Summer,
In due time a hovel should also be constructed at
Basin Ponds, ‘

When the toéo-road is completed to Basin Ponds
so that aupplieé and tools can be transported there,
sites for cabins and the lodge should be located
and the ground ciaared. Particular attention should
be given to the protection of ground cover, Time
will not permit the completion of the proposed dev-
elopment but at least the 8lte should be made access-
ible, cleared, and posaibly a few individual cabins
congtructed, It willl be advisable to construct the
main lodge and other fmportant units during the
Summer of 1936,

The natural stone causeway between the two
Basin Ponds which 1s almost passable at the present



time should be enlarged, This will serve as a dam
and raise slightly the level of the north pond
which can be used as a water supply for the Basln
Ponds development., Cablins should bs confined to
the shores of the South Basin Pond and the pond
itself used for such recreationsal purpoées ag
bathing and canosing, The csuseway wlll also
serve as a bridge for a new foot trail which

should be constructed to Chimney Pond,

Eventually groups of cabins and leanto shelters

will be comstructed at Chimmsey Pond for the use of
- campers, This development will probably also necw
eaaariiy be detained until 1936. However, Chimmey
Pond should be made accessible at once by an ad-
equate toteerocad and foot~trall from Basin Ponds,.
care should be taken to preserve the intereating
tree forms and if necessary wood should bs cut
from othsr sources and supplied for the use of
campers., The entirs trail system should be in-
spected and if necessary, cleared, marked and
signed, | |

During the Swmer of 1935, the devalopmeﬁt
on the east si&a of Mt, Katahdin will be largely
the building and luprovement of automobile roads,
tote~roads and tralls in order to make the various
points of interest accessible. It will be ade

visable to construct the proposed accommodationa



w5w

at Basin Pondas and Chimney Pond during the Swmmer
Aot 1936 when. these sites are accessible, A camp-
slte with shelters should be developed on the
Ste, Johnts Trall, and if time permits, a few
cabiné bullt at Basin Ponds. Because of the na-
ture of the region and the work involved, several
teams of horses can be used effsctively, In carry-
ing out the Swmerts work progrem the master plan
of the Katahdin region should be studied carefully,
also, tha character of the country and the exist-
ing structures and conditions so tha? the region
will eventually develop into a unified, well designed
rocreational asystem. Every precaution should be
taken to conserve the trees and especlally the
ground cover and the interesting growth at Chimney
Pond which has alréady suffered at the hands of
thoughtless individuals, Those working in an ad-
ministrative positiqn on: thé recreational devel-
opment of the thdhdin region should instruct
thelr sube-ordinates and visitors at proper times
80 that they will realige the responsibility of
conserving the works of nature.

Respectfully submitted,

- Project ﬁanager
Land Prograw Diviasion

April 10, 19386



MASTER PLAN
MOUNT EATAHDIN REGION
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DETAIL PLAN
PROPOSED WORK PROGRAM

SUMMER 1938 .
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SKETCHES
PROPQSED TYPES OF STRUCTURES

MOUNT EATAHDIN REGIQN
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Trail leading from Besin Pond to Ghimney Pond in the Estehdin rye
:m!: and .3. ﬁrse'ting a fem shel%;erg in. }Gh, =NeY . I’mﬁ to caps for
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Deay Ir. Pritchard =

I was s;uch pleessed to mecet you on your recent visit to
Portlargd and you zuve re 3 grrtc ueﬁl of nielpful information
absub liationnl ¢nd State Ieris orcover you woere very kind in
vhat you s2id ~bout my zift of a F*qtb Park to the poopls of
T3
ainc,

vicws 1= about the pObSiL ¢ sciqnisition by
ne int ;ﬂ:al o rvice of lond contiouocus 0 dntshdéln snd 2-
a8 to av ,ins spout your trkins over L= Yt v Stobo Fork (Isws of
inine 19Co Chrptor 108 licsolves, Paze 0877) as o portion of a
Nt o £

“ G

loyrger orea to be muds into o izbio onal Parl, A4s 0 Pirst,

foo “hc ressons 3iven beleor I eantalnly nops the Fed Zovern-
cent will no% coome Into & cxlen snd as to tho susses-
tion tihint Boxteor Farl boe morged into s ationnl Pa Just con~

not be dono a3 1I+v1xl1l e

“hen I fivst went £0o tho Stste Lezislsture as o menbsyr in
1055, &8 dete that anto~dstos the estzblishient ol iy of cux
Intionzl Parks I hed in niwl the estsblishuoent of State Pavis arxd
in this vith ©1ll mpdesty I cuan say tioct Iwas picn
5pon“ove€ by me were ropentecly killed by th ind
Imine ILegisintwre, Pinnlly I concl to to sLon Ine
o1l h“rﬂ“ and “V‘FF verrs of patient wailting and the cierciss of

somo teet I scrmiivel Xatahding o feat coasidercd imposcionlic by all

thoao Faxilisr wiﬁh +hea situntion

5 R N S -
g 450 the Sunte

de ao hCS 1
nupuc’ S, Ia
+ RIS ARSI hid

.~O-&.J Uﬂi a

t}.’_e} Foonlas of
Mot I UGS . 8W

Lot e vorewer o used Yow Lonle ;“vost,
incroationnl marmoses, shall feveover boe lc in
the notuzesl v131d4 stato, shall Sovever. be “eph &s & s:ncc~_ry o
v1113 bons uirds ondd Band no ros ds oy =079 Yoo "ﬁ“ov varlcies
eliell heovenfier over bo construched thercein or thcreon® Inn
plensed thst '”u ApP Ve o&‘thowe Bindinyg rostrictions IOP I

tiiou -kt p uycelf. Froo tils you =ill un-
derstand . : of the &Stute of Lﬁinu aYQ
p*uo~cu o ell A, ung ir l kno~ he pfonic oi .ninc they ncver
will Dbreak the solcim covenint they made vwith me, whoether I'bo - 1livoe
or cead, I stonc scuarcly on this and have no fesr of any chango,.
The fbucrcT Govermiaent connol contean, ard would not attompt to
condexn Stete lond held undey cuciy 2 prouise.

'd
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I told you in coni’idonce of my present n~"ou istlons rou
certaln lownd conti-uous to Intohdin and #lso of vhat 13 to be
dene in case of rv dceconse, ond no: I eslt you ond vour &ssoci-~
ated to be pau_d L &nd lenve thice ~pea to me, In Gue tine from
these plons of £ 1@?3 andg sultable State Rorls will devel
op in the h'tagp;n r zion. Ilorcovecr, vwith the lountain, +hich
1s the key to it all, forcver remsinin; o Statce Park Shere is
nothing of any value or iInterest lefs in the adloining region
that in ry opinlon woald iﬁus”‘St your Park Scrvice, The spee=
tnculay sccn10>urea of that veglon Is counpzised within the linits
of the Statc Parli as 1t nor cilsts, and nll the lend outoince 1s
just pmore wild lesnd, such Innd sos cun be found Iin countless pleces
vitiin owr Stnte, I: your Park Scrvice wants o llatlonnl Parlz in
Iininec there is 2VQilnole tuch lond sand rany lokes nne streans in
Tashinshon snd othor counticsz, :ith no State lt:k to rosvrict ond
linit your purchascs,

You spolic of our other State Paris, 'hiich by the way ore

dly of sufficicnt sizc to vnrpant the nome, You +,111 be intope
tod to lImor thnt most of these wero ecqulrced &b my suzsestion
and under my dircection ao QOV”r:oz. Yrcse ars Fort (nox on the
Ponobscot, Iort Fophan and ;o t Bnldwin on the ienucboe, ortd
Idgeconb on the Coast, Port lLachlss in the last, Fort lcflary at
QAttery end others, 50 you ucu iy intcrest in Stote Parlks is of
lon; standing end is fur fluan:

"S‘

e
ecte I hrve

ven mie hig word
into the Intah-

to your aszocintes for I lmow vyou 11 will y Gls
told tic stovry to our Governor orann and he has 3
ho voul? not fovor the mtioz,nl Govoinia N'zt 's cuboy
din rezion. I dopond upown hls vord in this nntte

You sre et liberty to ciplsin the pling I d
’.(‘;

. It no- appears that certaln lsnded Intewrcsts in thizlr deslve
to zell thelr holuings to the PFedoral Jovernnent are pocing o3 boe-
inz iInterested In Pavia ond sre azitating to mmlie = sele, row
twenty snd worce years these very paoople vere tne vittorest onpononts
of tho Porlk ides 1In R Icrrie They fount agviast the puulicts hsve
1nU eny oi tho forest lands of Lﬁinb, for thcy wers fenviul lest
‘the people of the mt” e vao by the wvay once ooned niilions o' acres
of our bcst foxest leonds should bocone parit or forcst-minded, In-
cldentolly these interests hnave succecded in uvsing the C.C.C. S to
build roads to theiv rrivato londs nnd stranzoe as
very people forrerly so hostlle nor sco u grent 113
donlJ oecoe azA-_Lnlnu ey puulvu-up;”lued i I I Imovw -zyubi
ebout the undcrcuaricnts hero in inino, these rccent converts ha
but onc tihwouht snd tie intorest no giorn by then is solely 10;
tie purpose of selllng thelr property to the joverniwmnt. You havo
no conception of thie political strenth of this oppositicn in our
Inine Lezislature, Fronm lon; exporicnce .ALY oo Just ho to
handle ahybhin~ tlﬂt %ﬂuy considoy 1s 1ikely to trﬁ“r:ns on their

sacroed rrivileqos. 18y to=dny arc as stron: cs ever and ithelr re-
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pentenee sngd reform Lo too reccnt to be genuinc,

s;oo.kin; o pleinly of cortnin groups Iwvent you %o Imo
that thore aro sono 1s;m. o ncrs in our Stoate vko aprce puclic-
spirlitcd ol broad=-nlnded rnd thcse I respecty they ére fine
pcople. I went sone tinme to tell you of -hiat is called YThe
Great Steal'" whoroby 1,000,000 acves oF our fincst londs woro
stolcn by a porerfd, lavlceas group of political rcobierc.,

CJ

If you and eny of your spccialists come to laing azgnin I
shall be bnppy to zed thie benei'lts of your spocinl I o. 'V'“o, for
Iwent iy plous to bo lald out properly witir a lon: ti vicy Tor
the future, Do allor me, with the assistonec or oli L‘zt’ﬂ r Tino",
to handle thils “*ﬂ‘ tor as I hnve plonnec, for -hat has boen sccon-
plishod hore knaa boon donc only after n lonz ona tircccoue contest,
epsolubtely sin je-hnnded end In the face of stuse snd viticerncss
that you would not belicve *)o*"i’u...o hicre & nan wrely was teying
to do sonecthing worthwihlle for hls Tintive State

'y solec desire 1s to serve tiy State as &« private ¢

itizen by
provitinz a zgrent P vk rpd Fosest llcacrve £or futurc gonerations,
Somethinz o i_; cni lastins thnt 1»111 be thoe Strtelts zreatest natur-
2l roset. You rml '*ov_r assoclntes apd I speak the srne linsunge,
so let us continue to o o vit qouL ntevicrence fron thoso we

may not 100 d:."“wpectn;l.l" C\]J outsidors,
Belicowo ro 3

Faithfully,
(Si ACL) PLilCIV.L Py B XTuit,

Dr, .4, Pritchard,
lintionnl Purk Service
Bronuville

Hlew xor...
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‘Dear Govornor Bramm -. o

' E’y t;'va le‘s:ters o{} yc:u of recent ﬁute ass:m;; f'ar. s
an &ppaintmen% ac I mizht come o Bummata snd see you, mo .
© doub% are smong the mess eof ceorpespondence that accummlates
. on the Governor's desk st & time 1ike this weiting tobe = .
- answered, I know something of the pressure end snzielty in-

cident to a political campalizn 890 write you this lebter.

’ Latsr on I Wlll ccme tn & ;;usta al your couvmience. e

2 nevrsp&per stcry in uhe ”Eresa-ﬁe"a.d”‘ a*"

'July sixteenth last tells of an airplane £light over Eatah-

d4n by soms people connected with the Bht;ie::al Park éervice,"u
end one sogtion of the story saying "it is understood L

~ | that Goverrnor Bramn is interested 1n baving the Emtahdin
gecgtion, now B Stata ?ark, be:caminé a Hational recwaatian
area®, é*atarbs Be, o _ :

'me reeall our. canversation of some time ezo |

_ ,‘a:i'en I disclosea to you in confidence my plans for the en-
- largement of the State Park, At thet time you ave me def- - o
¢ inite assurange that in view of what I sirsady _ gono end .
- am to do, mot only would you use your influence against any
. mequisition by the Hational Government of any lend in the .
- Retahdin area but. also you vcut_.,d see to it tmat mthing of o |

e this soz't is dope.

sfg ane gra@t inteuest in au.z_ State 18 0 carr-y

out my ?ark plans, and I an aependizzg npon you to prevent S

f.f,i;';“any encroachment upon them, As the ploneer in acguiring end -

©.. Conating to the Stete the most spoctacular scenlc ares with- HERR IS
-+~ 4n our borders,” and in view of the solemn covenant enterad S
- into betwoen the People of KHaine and myself that EKatahdin ~ . o
. "forever be'held by the State in Trust for the People of
o -,E.aine“ the mmtaia s.,azzds farever as St te prope?ty, o

SR N i I am avere that ce*'tain la&de& mterests, fcrr_mz---,rf‘i’
' -;'_ly very biuter against sny Park, State or Hetionel, now -

ﬂ-.".%‘."'_f.:,"';sesk ta sa.:_l their land to *he Faderal Govemment. ' fheil'




5‘;19313‘.: B
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;-;‘laaﬁ,, hawewr,_;is absolutels' o ualess fcm Estiona}. S
' Park purposes unless such & Park has da its sentral’ aad-,,
;.. one g-ed%; attraction ths mountain ftself, end that ean- -

© . not be,-  As & matter of fact, the lend these people = .
< now desire to ‘dispose of is just more lasnd with nomn- -
- usual festures connected with it, enxd in other perts of

- .Heine thepe. are countless ercas more interestingzard .

. more ssenic,  Their conversion to the Park idem is too
i reeent and their mtive too app&ren* ta be taken -ﬁeﬁ.- ey nE

S T ane v,ho has been ffm.eu &ecutive of cur R
“;-:State, who 1ike yourself is intensely loyal to its '
. highest inbereat snd who insists that 46 sclema cove- -
. nants be serupulously observed in spirit as well as in
. _lettor, I esk you to sssurc meo that on this mstter you - -
are of the sore mind and intention gs you were when we -~ T
... formerly spoke Stogether es hereia z‘efaz*raa to. I swalt . 0
S Yom' reoply with mterest.. S iAo i L

‘i‘aoa. Louds: 3. Beann
3 riﬁ:’_: 8tate House ..~ -
' @s‘b& ohe
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
WASHINGTON

Angust 29, 1936

Mr. P, Baxter,

22 Monument Squarse,
Portland, Maine.

Dear Mr. Baxter:

Thank you for your good lettsrs whioh caught up with me only

yeosterday.

It was to be regretted that an urgent call to Washington mede

it impossible for me to ocomplete my work in Augusta and later to
be able to report to you how well things were working out to mset
your objectives.

I appreciate very muoh having your statements relative to the

oonditions whioh you foresee in the development of the whole Mt.
Katahdin area; only regretting that you had not inoluded a state-
ment of your willingness to see the area turned to the administra-
tion of the State Park Commission if and When ita resources are
augmented suffioiently to meet the proper uses of this important
park. It is my hope that you or the State Park Commission would
request the National Park Service to send the proper technicians
up to Katahdin for an evaluation whioch would show the adequate size,
appropriateness of land and the proper buffer area that would be
required for the best use in making this an outstanding scenic and
wildlife reoreation area for the State of Maine.

We of the National Park Servioce are anxious only to be of co-

operative service in helping the state of Haine to plan for the best
feasible reoreation developments.

Thenking you for your favor and with personal regards I remain
Yours sinoer s
S ratedaano(,
E. A Pritochard
Assooliate Reoreation Planner
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Doy JOVeriuor Serrows =

I recuiveu yesterduy an interesting lotter Irom iyron i.
Avery of the Uniteu States haritine comia.»im Siving bkls viows
a3 to coniitlons in the Kcotahdin cauntry.

ir. Avery is Chairwan of the soard or tiae appelodhlun Yruil
Confurence and for meny yeurs has besn uoeply intarestod in coinc,
psrticulerly in the intehdin reglon, Ho writeu as followy ==

I note with much interest that you hoge to be ot Chluney rond

next swawr ani see whet Yiwprovements” heve bean wmade thera. I
may perhaps save you from disaprolantment by saying directly that

I four that ths situstion ia quite the raoverao. Lany of ua who sre
intarested in the Katahdin reziton huve becowe quite concurncd over
its fMature., fThere scoms to us Lo Le & Very proedalng pyrovlwa,
Firat, tho treuncndous inareese In vizitors to lutnhdin sskes inove
itable provision for supervislon over the sren. ULith all that e
loy = «ho hes m suthority at all «— 1s sble to do, conilitions ut
Chixney Fond sre short of chemotic. The poople take drinking wuter
frow the seme end 6f Chismey Fond ¢s may bg used for bathing. GCut=
ting trees for ffrewwood at Chlzney fond should be wbaolutely sropped.

‘Tree growth there requires = lon:; time, 4iie State does & reet

ackl in the wey of inducing viaitors to Coue to databdin exd yot
therd sre no adequate facilities such as people expect to find therae,
sud ia fugt, everyone who lizhts u tfire in thst wres reachss tia

- 8tesas regulntiom.

“I have had occasion o telk over thesa muttery ¢ ith muny of my
friends who are interested iIn the region. “o feol wost stron:ly tiie
neod of supervision of the lognlity snd the edoption of = definite
plan. If it i3 necessary to eaphusize the latter, %SLe J_e_';isluburu
i1s in session und despite the depmrsessed comiltlion of the otite 1'le
nencud, as this 18 « pmatter of protecting fror sll time the Prextust
roaource of the Stete, with your well=iknown iniluanece snc interout,
1t nizut be possible to obtein tio necesaury apprepristion rar su-
porvision or the Iatvlidin ures,

I do not want to urdereanphssize our spprolionsion ~hd vur ruulinr
tlnt the seouming lsissex fuire policy is Louni to prouucc - urul
already hins projuced == consequznocs which sre closs to iymvepursilo.®

I send you the sbove parszraphs frow iy, Averyls letter to
ue to oupplement nmy sugzeation that th. muiest sum of two thousand
($2,900.) dallera wunmelly be eppropristed o tho L50A%kk T-T
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iith this wonay the Coumission cui snploy 2
caretaker wvoth on the dest cnd weat side of the nount-
ain snd c¢cnn alao provide & feoo acditions) camping
sholters for the several]l thoussnd visitors who each
yeor moke the ascent of the uountein.

I ur sure thet the sppropriation of this uonoy
will prove a ood fnveatment for the wtate.

“ith kind rogurds.

Feltifully,

T

lion, Louls O, Barrowa
ytate House

Auzustu -

ilnine.
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Hon. Pefcival P. Baxter
Portland, Maine :

My dear Percy:

- I nave been told thet there is a vpossibility
that the National Park Service would be agreeable to
taking over the Katahdin area in our State as a National
obllgatlon. If this were done, it would probably mezn
a more comprehensive development of all the possibilities
of the region than now seems promised, and it would as-
sure an adequate safeguarding of its attractions.

Brewster spoke to me about this matter a few
days ago. He agreed with me, however, that we ought not
to enlist ourselves in this cause, without having some
idea as to how such a project would be regarded by those
having a special familiarity with the region and with
all of the considerations that might be involved.

In view of your great interest, of which you
have given generous demonstration, I am most anxious to
have your reactions. I would n>t say that there was any
likelihood of this thing taking place at this time but
I do feel that the subject should be given thought by
those who have any responsibility in connection with
such matters. I should like very much to know what you
think about it.

With assurances of personal regard, I am

Very sincerely your
-

WHW:w
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IN THE» HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
MARCH 23, 1937 .

Mr. BrewstER introduced the following bill; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on the Public Lands and ordered to be printed

To provide for the establishment of the Katahdin N ational Park

in the State of Maine, and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

—

tives of the United States of America in. Congress_ assembled,

That when title to all of township 6, ranges 8 and 9; section

B W o

3 to 6, mclusive; 9 to 12, melusive: 15 to 18, inclusive: 21

to 24, inclusive; 27 to 30, inclusive: 33 to 36, inclusive;

[

township 6, range 10; zfll of township 5, ranges 8, 9, 10,

and 11; all of township 4, ranges 8, 9, 10, and 11; all of

1 D

8 township 3, ranges 8, 9, and 10; all of township 3, range 11,

north of the West Bran’ph of the Penobscot River; all of

10 township 2, range 10, north of the West Branch of the



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18

2
Penobscot River; and all of the north half of township 2,
ranges 8 and 9, in Penobscot and Piscataquis Counties, In

the State of Maine, shall have been vested in the United

States, such lands shall be, and are hereby, established, dedi-

cated, and set apart as a public park for the benefit and en-
jovment of the people and shall be known as the “Katahdin
National Park”: Provided, That the United States shall not

purchase by appropriation of public money any land within

-the aforesaid area, but such lands shall be seéure_d by the

United States only by public or private donations.

Skc. 2. The Secretary of the Interior is hereby author-
ized, in his diseretion and lli)On submission of evidence @f
title satisfactory to him, to accept on behalf of the Unitea
States title to the lands referred to in the previous section
hereof: Provided, That no land for said park shall be ac-
cepted until exclusive jurisdiétion over the entire park area,
in form satisfactory to the Secretary of the Interior, shall
have heen ceded hy the State of Maine to the United States.
SEC. 3, The administration, protection, and development
of the aforesaid natibnal park shall he exercised under the
direction of the Secretary of the Interior hy the National
Park Service, subject to the pm\;isions of the Act of August
25, 1916 (39 Stat. 535), entitled “An Act to establish a

National Park Service, and for other purposes”, as amended :

Provided, That the provisions of the Act of June 10, 1920,



10

11

13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20

3

known as the “Federal Water Power Act”, as amended,

‘shall not apply to this park: Provided further, That no

general development of the area shall be undertaken until
all the lands described in section 1 hereof shall have been
accepted by the Secretary: And provided further, That the
Secretary of the Interior may, in his discretion, accept for
administration and protection by the National Park Service
title to the area comprising the existing Baxter ‘State Park
or such other portions of the area described in section 1
hereof subject to the agreement by the State of Maine that
if at least 90 per centum of the lands described in section 1
of this Act as may be designafed by the Secretary of the
interior as satisfactory for park purposes shall not ~hav‘5el
been conveyed to the United States within ten years from
the date of the passage Of; this Act the establishment of the
aforesaid national park shall be abandoned and the said
State shall accept a reconveyance of title to it by the Secre-
tary of the Interior who is hereby authorized to. execnte an
appropriate deed or deeds for said purpose on behalf of the

United States of America.
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(this letter vas sent to Senafars linle and -1te on April 8,1957)

$ o2 ! April
¢ " eizhth
| 1937

Dear Fred =

I emwriting you this letter snd also sm sending 1t
to Tallascs 50 that you both will understand what I have in
mind. Althou;n the lctter and 1its enclosures both are long
pleasc recad theon cerefully becsuse it means s grest deal to
me to have you understand the situatlon that has arisen.

‘ On ny return to Portlsnn from a brief trip sbroad I
was lmmedlately confronted with Hi. 5864 Introducsd by Brewse
ter, =nd relatinz to kt. Kat‘ndin ard the ad} oining territory

In the Stats of E..ﬂino.

~ Por twenty years I worked ver'y hard to get the Stats
of Malne to buy Mt. Eatalxin for s public park and without
success, Then I dotermlined to take the matter in my own hands
and so Ir bouzht the Lountaln mself and gave 1t to the State in
1931, 88 you ape mware.

The 3tate accepted this gift by formmnl s¢t of the legis-
lature "to be forever held by the ss1d 8tate in TRUST for the
peopls of kalne for State, Perest, Publlc Perk mnd Recrestional
purposes?, This constituted & solenn promise on behalf of the
State that it w»ould hoid this In Wrust forever.

It now appears that f‘oa* some time past certain peopJe
heve boen azltating to h-ve the stional Dsrk Service tuke over
the Entahdin srea. Iast chmer a rcpres&nbative from the lIatione
al Park ..orvice called on me and disaussed thoe siitustion. ' Fron
him I found out who were behind the movement and I told him very
definitely that I would ncver conscnt to have i, Katshdin sur-
renderod by the State to tue National CGovernminte *

The men who called upon me wes I, E. 4. Pritchard, and
in confidence I diasclosed to him my plens for this arez, and he
eseured me that in view of what I had done and eaild, the Nation-
al Perk Service would not interfere in this region and would drop
the metter, Dr, Pritchard asked me to write Lin & lettsr which
I dild on Aumust 15, 1936, and an avwvreviated copy 1s enclosed for
your reaecords.



It now appears that somebody 1s tryln; to revive this
matter, The lNational Government, nowever, if I understand the
law, cannot condemn St:te property without the comsent of the
S8tate Leglslaturse, If I an sny Judge of the temper of the
people of lLirine, the Strte lezlslature will never break its
promise to me and tho People of the State.

My one great interest in this State 1s the Et. Katahdin
-area, I shall be zlad to tell you of my plans for the future
but owing to their perscnal nature prefer not to put these
plens on paper. All I ask i1s thet the Federal Government leave
this -"rca alone snd in due time the State will have a splendid
Park that wlll be & credit to the State, to be held forever for
the use of the people. I wont nothing from the people of the
State of laine other than thelr respect and I sm no longer in-
torested to hold any public position whatsocover,

Hothing copld be more unfair snd unkind than to advocate
2 bill of this sort after what I have done for lLkaine., As I
said 4in my letter to Dr. Pritchard, if the Federal Government
wants to establish a lietionsl Park in laine they have twenty
million acres other than kt, Katahdin, from which te make a ge-
lect lon. . '

Nothing of 2 public natwre could arise that touches me
- more intimetely than this bill and I shall not rest in peace un-
t1l I am convinced that it 1s definitely killed end that there
will be no further agltation In regsrd to it. .

Faithfully,
(SIZWED) PERCIV L P, BAXTER
To=-
Hon, Fréc!erick Hele

Senate Office Build Ing
Washing!

'ad

1
U. e
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Dear ir. Albrimt -

Eaving just returned frowm a short trip asbroad I have
boefore mo your letter of the scventhh and sm zlad to :ivo you
ny views on the propossl to ostablish = Nationsl Par in tho
lit, Ketahdln regzion,

I enclose you copy of a letter I wrote to Dr, E. A, .
Pritcnard of the Iiztionsl Park Service, vritten Auzust iftecnth
last and elso a copy of a letter wriltten to ana(owf Frederick
Hale »nd "2llnce He Vhitec, Jr. under dete of the £i it of April.
Althouzh those letters vhich I an enclosiny you rye lonz, I ask
you to plense rcad then corefully so that you »1ll understand
ny position in the Ketrhdin proposal,

- I em rmuach dlsturbed that there Is szitation in rezard .
to the Katendin region oncoJLng a part of the Intional Eerk Sorv-
icc, L3 you w111 see froa the cncloa'vhs, es far baclt es
1905 I bec*ue interested in Porls and have worked consclenticus-
-1y for then, he Imtlonal Governmgnt has had anple opportunity
to estavlish a Pork in the Hats«hdin rejion tnrou f:out &ll these
years snd 1t seews unfalr to re nosy to have thoen enter this re-
gion,

I+v111 ot zo into detells In my letter to you becnuse
the correspondcnce with Dy, Pritcnard ond Sermstors lnleo e&nd "hite
will thoroushly explain tho matter.

Vhen you core to [lsine this Summer I hopce to hrve the
pleasure of secing you ana then I ~111 b2 plesmscd to tell you In
detnll ny plens for thc future, I nope that you +1ill stand +—ith

o on tnls matter,

Yith kind rezards.

Fa hful

Horaceo I, Albri-ht
coorr 3517

S0 Nockefeller Plaza
Yorlk City..

arnl A vy~ -
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Honorable Percival P. Baxter
Portland, Maine

My aear Percy:

On my return to Washineton after an ab-
sence of a few dayvs I found vour letter of April 8
witnh its enclosures.

I do not have a copv of the Brewster
bill before me but it is my understanding that it is
only an enabling act, i. e., one autnorizing the Fed-
eral Government to take over the property in the
.event the State should determine to gzive it to the
federal Government for park purposes. However, in
view of the gift of this area to the State by you and
of vour present attitude and future purposes, I should
be reluctant to see passed even such a bill as Mr.
Brewster nas introduced and I am writing nim to this
efrect. I nave the very definite feeling that your
desires in this matter should be respected. I shall
try to do so. ;

With assurances of regard, I am

Sincerely vours,

-

w/C
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April 14, 1937,

Hon. Percival P. Baxter,
Portland,
Maine.

My dear Governor;-

I spoke to Senator White regarding the possibility of
National recognition and cooperation in the preserva-
tion of the Katahdin region and asked him to communi-
cate with you regarding the mmtter. Senator White }

" reported back that you were in Europe and I accordingly k
went forward with the proposed Bill here, of which I
enclose copy. ‘
4s you will note, this contemplates a period of ten
years in which determination could be mede as to what
will be the best method of preserving the charms of
the Katahdin region for future generations without
prejudice meanwhile to the full freedom of action of

" all the interests that are concerned,

I did not realize you were returning so soon or I should
have been happy to defer introduction of legislation
"here until opportunity for a conference.

Both Senator Hale and Senator Wwhite have calied me since
hearing from you and have suggested the desirability of
a discussion of the situation.

I expect to be in Augusta on Friday of this week and
should be glad to go over the matter with you if it were
convenient for you to be there, I am going up by air
in order to save time on account of the congestion here
and this does not make it wvery practicable to stop over
in Portland or I would plan to stop there to see you if
that were more convenient,

Cordially yours,

C/C to Hon. Frederick Hale | @WW

Hon. wallace H. .hite, Jr.
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April fourteenth
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Dear John =

Kupert tells me that he showed you the copy of the
letter I wrote to Senatars inle snd “hite in regard to Brews=
ters propossl to have Mt. Katashdin and Baxter State Park ab-
sorbsd by the Hational Park Service. HNothin; has disturbed me
for a lon:; time as much as thils and slthouzh I feel conficent
that while I sm slive and well nothing can be aone, of course
somethin s misht heppen to me and then Brewster might sccomplish

his purpose.

Then I next see you I want to sit duwn with you
and erplain my plans so that if anything should happen to me
you can represent me asnd stsnd up for the honor of the fanily.
As you are about twenty yesrs younger than I am, perhaps be=
tween us we ¢an outlive friend Brewster and thus defest his

plans, .

I ask you to put the enclosed correspondence in a‘
safe place after you have resd it earefully for you mizht want
to refer to it in the future, -

The letter of August 15th 1936, to Dr. E, A. Pritchard
expleins itself, He disclose’ to me here in my office the plans of
cortsin timberland ovners to sell thelr land 'to the Government and
he slso spoke of Brew: ,ter's proposal even as fapr beck as last Aug-
ust.

The letters to Senator ﬁsle snd "hite of April 8th slso
explain themselves, ‘

“he letter of April 9th to Hon. Horace li. Albri:ht who
was the former Director of the National Park Service will be re-
celved by him sympathetically becsuse he is a very find man and his
friendly toward me.

To show you how Brewster is trylnz to . digz in, he has .
taken the matter up with the Appalachian Club and I have a letter
from &, Ronsld L, Gower who 13 prominent in the Club, and I re=
plied to him about as I did to Senstors Hele and %hite and also
enclosed him coples of the corrcspondence,

Of course Brewstert®s motive 1s aspparent and i3 two-foldg
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first to injure me and second to get some political ad-
vantage by beinz instrumentsl in having e Rational Park in
Ilaine. ,

I shall never consent to have my gift to the State
transferred t0 the National Government becsuse I have no
desire tc Ao anything for them. Iy sole intorest is to do -
sonethin ; for the State of lailne snd its people, ard &es I
am the plonser in this mstter 1 intenc to held the State
of linine to its solemn promise.

"1th every zo00d wish to you, Connle snd the poys.

Affectlionstely

your uncle

To=
kr. John L. Baxter

Brunswick
Maine,

ENCLOSURES
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gixteenth
1937

Deayr Governor Barrows =
Y was in Augusta yeaterdey on & private mmtter

and wented to c¢2l1l upon you but felt thet with all the
problems pressing upon you I had better come laster after

. the Leglslsture adjourns. I hope, however, you are well

and that everything willl come out all rizht,

On my return from abrosd I found thet Congressmen
Brewster hed introduced & bill for the Netional Govern~
ment to take over Mt, Katzhdin, This disturbs ms very
ruch becsuse I want this to forever remain s State Park
end I have some shbltlous plans for the future Iin commec-
tion with 1it.,

As a matter of fact the 3tate, by Legislative Act,
accepted this property to be forever held in trust by the
State for the benefit of the people of Maine end if I am
any Judge of the temper of Maine people they will never
break this tmt

For more than twenty yesrs I endeavored to induce
the State to purchase this region but finally eame to the
eonclusion that 4f it was to become Stete property I myself
must buy it and pressnt 1t to the people of Meilne. Certaln-
ly if the Nationsl Government want teo eatablish s National

k¥ in Malne they have millibns of acres apart from Katahdin
fz-om vhich to choose.

I hope that Governor Brewster will not press this
matter but will leave 1t to me and I assure you it will be
well tsken care of. Some time when I come to Augusta I
will take you into my confidence in regsrd teo this area.

?’ith my kindest wishes. /

Faithfully

Hon. Lewis O, Barrows
State House

Auzusts
Halne,

el 7
Apej
rrir /e
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Dear Congressman -

'I received your letter and unfortunately it 1is
not convenient for me to come to Augusta to-morrow as
you suggest because Xonday being a holiday I have que
plans for the week-end,

Yhen I returned home from s brlef triop abroad
I found on my desk a copy of your bill, which a2 friend
in Woashington sent me., This diqfuvbs me very much becsause
I have plans for the Ketahdin area, which if I could dis-
. ¢close to you I sm sure would meet with your =2pprovsl,

I am hoping you will not press this matter becauge
everything is going along well at present and the State 1
under little or no expense, Of course when you introduced
your bill you were not awere of my plans and of the es- |
tablishment of a definite Trust in regard to the hioun'bain.H

The Mountein was accepted to be forever held in Bt
Trust for the people of Msine and this was done deliberatet
ly so that it must slways remsin a State Park, If the Fed-
eral Government wants to have a National Park in kelne let
them choose some of the twenty milllon acres swey from Ka-
tahdin. There 1is ample room for such s Park in Arcostook
and wﬂ%hﬁnpton Counties,

oo Tramsending this - letter-to-Governor Barrows toof= o
fice as you probabdly will call upon him as you psss *hrough
Aucuste,

: aithfully,’
To=-
Hon, Ralph O, Brewster (8ised) PERCIVAL P. BAXTER.
" ¢/o Hon. Lewis 0. Barrows

Stste House

Avzuste

Liaine,
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sixteenth
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"Dear John -

Your letter of yesterday 1s fime and I an

grateful to you for it.

_Befors lon; we will get together and then

we can telk the matter over,

Your thought about Jack's continuing
the good work is most encouraging and betwesen us all

we should constitute a pretty zo0od team,.

Affectionately

your uncle

r, Jonn I,. Baxtsr
Brunswick

liaine,

/4/.‘1 1 id
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Your telephone megsage oncoursgec me tmch
end slthouzh I coald not 30 to Auusta to meet Congress-
nan drew:ster as he requested 1 sent hiz a lotter copy of
wnich 43 enclosed t0 yvou so that you will be informed.

wgllage writes mc that he will stami vith o
on the Kstshdin prtter and wilth you and ‘-m on 0y slde
theore is nothin; to fear.

, I =1 hopin; *hat Congressmon Brewster will
withdraw his ©lll a2nd of course whenever he wsnts to talk
the matter over with me I shall be avallable.

Hext yesr 13 zoin: to be & eritiecal one for
Iiaine snd we must ell ~ork together to prevent the Natlion-
el Administration securing control. I feel that they will
do everything &n thoir power to carry our State snd Govern-
or Brannfs friends sre very hopeful. ,

Althou:h 1940 &3 somo distance swry, time pssses
rapidly and I want to say to you now I hope you will contin-
ue in the Senats for an indefinite perilod snd I shall be
very happy to lelp you in every wey. Pleose o not vor e
wminute think of withdrawing becanuse you are nceded in “ash-
in;ton and iLaine 1Is fortunate in having t-0 Senators as con-
scicntious, eble and effectlve as you «nd " ulilace.

e

Believe me
Falthfully,
{ TO=

Hon., Predericlk Hale
Sennte Office Mullding
Fashington

Dl c.

BUCLO..WE
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THIRD DisTRICT MAINK . . INSULAR AFFAIRS

252 oues orrice sunLBING Congress of the United States

HOME ADDRESS:

DisTRICT oF COLUMBSIA
INVALID PENSIONS

DEXTER. MAINE PHouse of Repregentatives

- Washington, B. €.

April 19, 1937

Hon. Percival P. Baxter
Portland, Maine _ -

My dear Goverrnor:

I missed your letter in Augusta but received it on my return here
this morning. 1 am sorry that there was not opwortunity to telk
over the situation as I am guite sure that we all have the same
objective in view and that is to nreserve the Mount Katzhdin
region in the best oossible manner for the service of oresent
and future generations.

The fact that the Mount Katahdin area is more and more recognﬂzed .
as one that is entitled to mational recognition is a demonstré¢1on
of your foresight in taking steps to preserve this area. .\\

There is inereasing concern among nature lovers that the increé31ng
influx of visitors incident to recent developments may mar very
greatly its attractionsnand possibly render it 1mpracticable in, the
future to secure the recognition which would put it on a par: if
with the other areas that have been recognised as of national
concern.

lne oroblem of vroper vrotection and develooment, I am sure, is a
matter of concern to &ll alike and the unicue availability of the
National Park Service and all its background of experience and
trained versonnel in handling the problems incident to such a
nroject seems almost impossible for any state or individual to
Ddrcllelo

It is &« matter, however, uson which my own mind is entirely ovpen
with only the one objective in view of the greatest good of the
greutest number and I shall be very glad to discuss the matter with
you &t any time it mey prove convenient.

I am sure every citizen of Maine is aonreciztive of the interest
which vou have taken in the nreservation of this great heritage.

Yordially yours

Raloh U. Brewster, i, C.
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Fireproof and Modern
Garage in Connection

A ENEERISTE oS S W . s R
FACING THE CAPITOL PLAZA N
WITHIN A RADIUS OF A MILE ‘FROK THE HOTEL ARE LOCATED THE CAPITOL, HOUSE AND
SENATE OFFICE BUILDINGS, LIBRARY OF CONGRESS, UNIOK STATION, SMITHEONIAN AND

THEATAICAL AND SHOPPING DISTRICT,

I NATIONAL MUSEUMS, WRITE HOUSE, TREASURY, WASHINGTON MONUMERNT AND m(:!

250 ROOMS
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THEOGORE F, GRERNG Rt April 21, 1937, .

Hon, Percival P, Baxter,
22 Monument Square,
Portland, Malne,
Dear Percy:-
I have your lettervdf AprilIIVth enclosing copy of
your letter to Brewster.
Yesterday I saw Charles Nichols and he gave me;
certain information that I wanted. I then had a talk mith
Brewster and Wallace White. Brewster 1s still very stﬁong

for having his bill passed and he thinks if he could have an

fﬂopportunity to talk to you, yeu uculd appra

legislatien that he is seeking to bring about.* He t3113‘me
that the Appalachian Club 1s very much interested in the projeet
and that he is hopeful of building up the section around
Katahdin for a winter sports center, and that the Natlional Park
people would be able to take care of the whole property in a
mannér that the state never could afford te do. I told Brewster
that I would try‘to get you to come on to Washington and talk
the situation over with the delegation here and this I think

you ought to do. Before talking with Brewster, I iold Charles



Hon. Percival P, Baxtef, #2

Nichols the same thing.

Both Wallace and I think that you ought to come down
to Washington sometime within the next two weeks and go over
the whole matter with the delegation and also with the Natlonal
Park veople., Neither Wallace nor I want to see you treated
in any way unfalrly and Brewster tells us that he does not.

Brewster 1s apparently working up considerable support
for his measure in the eastern part of the state and unless
something 1s done to take care of the property glven by you
to the state, elther by you, by the state, or by the Federal
authorities, he will soon work up gtrong public sentimént
for his bill, I am hopeful that when you some down, s&mething
satisfactory can be arranged;

Sincerely yours,

H/L | Ll X @ é@@



7512 CONGRESS
22 H, R. 6599
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IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Aepri, 22,1937

Mr. Brewster introduced the following bill; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on the Public Lands and ordered to be printed

ABILL

To provide for thé éstablishxﬁent of the Katahdin National Park

in the State of Maine, and for other purpdsés. '
1~ Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives of the United States of America in Congresje assembled,
That when title to all of township 6, ranges 8 and 9; sections
.3 to 6, inclusive; 9 to 12, inclusive; 15 to 18, inclusive;
’21 to 24, inclusive; 27 to 30, inclusive; 33 to 36, inclusive;

township 6, range 10; all of township 5, ranges 8, 9, and 10;
“all of township 4, ranges 8, 9, and 10; all of township 3,

W T O U o W N

-ranges 8, 9, and 10; east half township 3, range 11, north

9 of the West Branch of the Penobscot River ;} all of township 2,
-10 range 10, north of the West Branch of the Penobscot River;
11 eajtnh_eylﬂfiq_wg_shipﬁ 4, range 11; east half township 5, range '
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2

11, and all of the north half of township 2,' ranges 8 and 9,
; Penobscot and Piscataquis Counties, in the State of Maine,
shall have been vested in the United States, such lands shall
be, and are hereby, established, dedicatéd, and set apart as
a public park for the benefit and enjoyment of the people
and shall be known as the Katahdin National Park:
Provided, That the United States shall not purchase by
appropriation of public money any land within the aforesaid
area, but such lands shall be secured by the United States
only by public or private donations. |

~ SEc. 2. The Secretary of the Interior is hereby author-

ized, in his discretion and upon submission of evidence of

title satisfactory to him, to accept on behalf of the Unitea»
States title to the lands referred to in the previous section
hereof: Proéided, That no land for said park shall be
accepted until exclusive jurisdiction over the said:.land, in
form satisfactory to the Secretary of the Interior, sllall have
been ceded by the State of Maine to the United States.
SEc. 3. The administration, protection, and development
of the aforesaid national park shall be exercised under the

direction of the Secretary of the Interior by the National

Park Service, subject to the provisions of the Act of August

25, 1916 (39 Stat. 535), entitled “An Act to establish a

National Park Service, and for other purposes”, as amended:

Provided, That the provisions of the Aect of June 10, 1920,
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“known as the “Federal Water Power Act”, as amended, shall

not apply to this park: Provided further, That no general
development of the area shall be undertaken until all the
lands described in section 1 hereof shall have been accepted
by the Secretary: And provided further, That the Secretary

of the Interior may, in his discretion, accept for administra-

“tion and protection by the National Park Service title to the

area comprising the existing Baxter State Park or such other
portions of the area described in section 1 hereof subject
to the agreement by the State of Maine that if at least 90
per centum of the lands described in section 1 of this Act
as may be designated by the Secretary of the Interior as

satisfactory for park purposes shall not have been conveyed

to the United States within ten years from the date of the

passage of this Act the establishment of the aforesaid ﬁational
park shall be abandoned and the said State shall accept a
reconveyance of title to it by the Secretary of the Interior,
who is hereby éuthorized to execute an appropriate deed

or deeds for said purpose on behalf of the United States

of America.
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besy Director Cormoeror =

Xocu no doubt hf'% h@»?ﬁ of the 811l

‘that Congressman Brewster liss introduced {81 5804}
the u:timste oblect of whieh 1s to hsve the 8tste of

etne zive Fount Ketehdin to the Betionel Covernment.
The bill s nor drewvn 1s sn entoring wedge snd later

can bs smenied to serve th:ﬁ ;awpo\e of tﬁse benind this
mvﬁfa@rzt - - . :

‘ Yzm ey hove ﬁ* maﬁ %5?? of the history
af %é‘t;. Sﬁtm@h heps in Esine. After long _yeers of '
affort snd egelinst peicntless swﬁasitzsn, I trict to
have the ﬁtzﬁ:a of Eaine purchase the biounbain fora
Stoteo Perk, but fellin: fn this, fs.nang purcimsod b 1

. mysolf end decded 4t to the Stste “to be forever hold
. by the seld Stote In Frust for tho people of Eaine for
- 8Btsbte, Forest, Public Perk snd Recrestional paz*pmes v

This Trust wos forumlly %@uepﬁeﬂ ae & Trust by the Stote
ucbiﬁla*m, the ezact Yrust lsnousge in the Loed being ~
s@:& in the Acht of ﬁﬁﬂ@?unﬁ@@ {iews of &:ine 1933, (hap-

| %:r‘r Fa&s).

1 vent you us ﬁne G:fef of sll our Motlon-
&1 ?az*kﬂ 0 knoe the facts $n this cose snd slzo to knog

‘how I, es the former orner end as donor of the bounbain

feel sbont thle mstter. For this purposs sngd in order

‘not to repest myself I enclose you & copy of my letier

of Auzust 15, 1836 Lo Dr, E, 4. Pritcherd of your Dopart-
ment mnd e copy of the mslor ports of my recent letter

7 to Senstors Isle snd thite of ¥sine, These letters sye .
- long, but I sk you to rend then carefully. Ister in S
“the veok I will send vou & newsps per interview thst is

to sppear iz our &&me pepors. -

xt has iﬁm suz;eats* by eortain @m fri@ﬁ&g

o thet I Imrry on 10 “ashin;;ton to oppose this Dill $r guos-
-+ tion, It scoms to mo, howrever, thaet the nsn vho zives to
~ his r=tive Stete 4te nizhest sl grandest mountaein, $ts
~ thief nntural stiraction, in Prust to be forever he}.a by

seid Stete, diounld not be esllad upon ©o defend his &if{:.
Both ethically eng lexelly the gift should defend it:selz’

_ﬁ&,ﬁiﬁﬁh any at{mck &uch a8 that in m‘i E864 .
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To=

April -
tuont -sixi:‘*
193

I h&ve sent yaar ;}rs&ecesz}ar izz office, ﬁmx,

',ﬁaraee i, Albrisht, coples of the a‘aove mentioned lectters

for he elso is famliﬁr with the Esine situstion and
onge spoke very kindly to me in rezerd to the gift 1
hed then i:ut re:;cen*ly z:.ad{-s.

You may r&:xez:ber ﬁhﬁt 1951: &:mer yau very

: "Linélg geve me lettere to your Perk Supcrintendente
- 4in the Yest snd Alasks and those sere mpprecisted.

¥y Paurk trip was most gsticfactory in wwry way snd the
letters opensd all doors,

‘Yery truly yours -

Bon. Arno B, Cuomerer

Director of Eetional Perks

Department of the Interior
washington
De Co

gnclosure.




#*
iaay ,
“third
1987
Dear Director Cammerer = |
; enclese you an mtsrvi@a 1n , |
"x'egard 0 the gmposed Katahdin }'ark bill which
“appears to-day in the leadizzg nempﬂpers of
¥aine. Iam coni‘iﬁeat that it will meefs with a
cordisl mception annné the men end womeh of
this State. I went you to have this for your
recarés. | , | |
‘with kind regsrds.
Yery sincerely
" go- |
Hon, j&rno B. samerez-
Director of Hetionel Parks
Department of the Interior
@aehmstan
D.C,
~ {ENCLOSURE)
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Bay third
19359

- Dear .Gwamt_ar Ba-mows - e i e e

‘ ’Iiam sendin"r gou the anclosed 1nterviess :
; ?*hich you :aay A¥8 S een. It is appearing to—-day in the
leading ne'eapapers of our ut“ta end shows you Just how 1
 feel toverd Bre-ster's §£~tsmm 'sn}., Berare long 1 vent
‘ta Accme te Augu.sta anﬁ ta:lk ¥ ith ycu aheu.t a.his mtter end
1 sim}.l be heppy o tell you irz canﬁce;.ce of m;.r plany. I |

tcld sf them in t.hea gas-rs -*B"“Et to Gavemors Ce&ﬁiner ar}d

_3rann csnc*s vou shcu.u:; kn@* ‘ai'}G‘.lx ta&z&.

It is uﬁbﬁhevaale to me thaé: tn ‘cf»:te

-ﬂ‘malﬁ ever hreak its role;m gwedge endé as I %ie’* it, it

-‘is far better for h«im 5 be free from Fedorel cenurol,g;;n
‘“r 15,31’& ‘ca its Parke., Reteldin State Park is only faur

o _‘-_:years ald and 1 knog thﬂt thc peeple af Laine appr&ciate .

_ithv kinde:st re °e.rda.5 =y

' Yery sincerely,

8 'Eon. I:evvis D¢ Barrcm o
State House :

Auzuste

(&i’e C.ﬁx ELL )
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To Make Katahdm Area Natmnal Park

Pomts Out State Holds Land Under Deed Of -
"‘Trust And Asserts Erection Of Hotels
Would Be Sacrllege'

Prompt and vehement objection was
voiced Sunday by former Gov. Percl-
val' P. Baxter to the proposal made
in Washington recently by Representa<
tive Ralph O. Brewster relative to the
future status of Mt. Katahdin. Mr.
Brewster would have the federal gov-
--ernment a.cqmre substantial acrenge
- inel din for a nath
park. Former Governor Baxter. points
out that his gift of Mt Katahdin &=
now beld “under & very definite deed
of trust” by the state, and that devel-
opment of Kathadin under the
Brewster .plan would commercialize
the area and constitute not only a
breach of terms of the deed of trust
but “nothing less than sacrilege.”

“In an interview Sunday he ma.de
the follnw:ﬂg statement:

“The recently introduced into
the United States Congress by Con-
gressman Ralph O. Brewster seeks as
its ultimate purpose to have the Na-
tional Government take Mt. Katahdin
from the State of Maine. Moreover.
nceording to-a recent newspaper ac-

. count from. Millinocket, the same;

Congressman also advocates -the lo-
cation in this area of great log
- oabin - hotels timﬂar -to those. which
- have “been hed .- the - Yell

‘My- fellow’ citizens -should be re-

mirided”of -the fact that the gifl of
* Katahdin - to the State is under a
very definite Deed of Trust, which
by both the Deed itself and the
Legislative Act.accepting it (Laws of
Malne, 1933) provides that the area
donated was accepted by the State
“T'o be forever held by the sald State
in trust for the people of Maine.

“A Deed of Trust is and always has
been considered sacred and inviolate,
and if I am any judge of the temper
of Maine men and women they never
will {rapsfer Katahdin to the United
States Government and thus violate
the trust solemnly entered into by
‘their Governor and Legislature. This
mountaln is the property of the Peo-
ple of Maine forever to be held by
the State for their bepefit. As donor
of this area I wished to do some-
thing. that for all time would. benefit
my native State, and thus express my
appreciation for the honor it.con-
ferred upon me, [n planning for this
over~all those years my sole interest
was in the State of Maine, rot in
the National Government.

“Ag a question both of ethigs and
of law, a trustee cannot sell or other-
wise dispose of Trust property, nor
can the United States Government
take by eminent domain the property
of. the Bovereign State of Maine
When the Legislature of 1833 passea
its Act of Acceptance and Gov. Louis
J. Brann algned it on FEeb. 9 of that
year, the matter was settled then and
there. As Congressman Brewster may
not have been aware of these trust
pmvislom at the time he introduced

his bill, I have wrilten and elso have
talked with him recently explatning ft
all to him and have asked him io
withdraw hig bill.

e oo s dvnn.iotc .
pring, the ani eys en-
Aroostoak

Mnst Not He Syolled -
“Ag to the secund suggestion mde,a
by Congtessmar * -Brewster about:
buflding ‘gteat hdtels' in the Katah-

din region, it is -definitély provided .

both in the Reed of Trust and in the
Act of Acceptance that the arMo-

nated ‘shall forever be left -in its .

natural wild state, shsll turever ‘be "’
kept 8s & sanctusry for. wild bessts
and_birds, that no roads or ways. for
.motor -vehiclesd “shall hereafter ever
be oonstructed thereln or thereon.’
Even inding provisions-in
the deed of" gﬂt d not exist, it ‘would

be a gshame to desecrate Mgine’s great
mountain hotels .and similar
places of amusement.

“Katahdin should and must slways
remain the wild, storm-swept, un-
touched-by-man region it now Iis;
that is its great charm, Only smsli
cabins for mountain climbers should
be allowed there; only trails for those
who travel on foot or ob harseback,
a place where nature rules and where
the creatures of the forest hold un-
disputed dominion. modern civ~
{lization with its traflers and hot dog
stands," its radic and jazx -encroaches’
on the Maine wﬂdemess.vthe time
yet may come when ‘onlj the Katah-
din, reg'lon remains undemed by man.

otels;. smh :Not ¥or' K din
18 Main the Nati

tral Maline, the wilds of
hington Counties, the lakes
of Franklin and Oxfbrd. ‘the rugged

D&}
many already equip
tels eager for more gu

“To commercialize this magniﬂcent
area, to desecrate it with ‘great ho-
tels’ with their nolsy social life, their”
flaming signs, the roar of motor carz
and airplanes coming and going fo
break the peace of that great soli-
tude would be nothing less than -sac-
rilege. The people of Maine, aven if
it were possible to do 50, will not
permit it.

“Maine_ has 20 mlllion acres. out-
side of Katahdin where countless ho-
tels and ‘great log cabins” ‘can be
built, if required, to *¢care . for all
the sports, Winter and ‘Summer, that -
Malne ever will'need, and where the
National Government can establish
several National Parks if it sees fit to,

do so..
Future Of Ka.tahdln

.“As for myself, I have definitely
retired to private life, and want
nothing from.my fellow citizens other
than their respect. AN I ask of the
State of Malne is that it does not
prove falthless and bresk its given
word. Maine was 8 State for 113
years, from 1820 fo 1833, and during
2]l that period Katahdin was ignored
until it was bought by me and giv-'
en to the Btate as a trust forever.
Many people claim that it is *hé
state’s -greatest natural - atiraction.
The State Park is only four years oid
and naturally some time is required
gradually to complete the project. If
the Federal Government will keep out
of Katahdin, I have interesting plans
for the future that will mean much
to Maine, |

“The solemn Trust created for the
benefit of the people of this State
must not be broken. God made Ka-
tahdin; let not man despoil it.”

{
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‘ BURDE TT.WARDWELL & RANNEY
PR AL el A ATTORNEYS AT Law TELEPHONES
THOMAS ALLEN HuBBARD{ggji

DUDLEY P. RANNEY BOO-808 INDIA BUILDING

84 STATE ST, BOSTON

May 3 1937

Hon.Percival Baxter,
Portland,Maine,

My dear Governor Baxterf

My attention hes just been called
- to H.,R.6599 introduced im the House of Representatives
by Mr. Brewster on April 22nd providing for Katahdin
Nationel Park.

In looking into this matter I was informed theat
you were in favor of this bill, but on discussing it
with Mr., Whitcomb this afternoon he stated that he believed
my information was incorrect,and that while you might have
favored a small state park on Katehdin,he did not for =
moment think thet you would favor e Federal park which
would sterilize some 330,000 acres right in the midst of
our operating territory and he suggested that if I felt
any doubt about your attitude I might write you.

It is true‘that this bill is permissive end only provides
for the azceptance of gifts,with no provision for expenditures
for acquisition. However, we regard the bill eas an,opening
wedge and fear that onece the limits of a park are defined,
there will be pressure for appropriations to buy or take
the ares. Being in the hearil of the operating territory of
the Great Northern Paper Compeny and nearly half the acreage
owned by it, we believe the bill is very dangerous &nd that = -
the result would be to put the Great Northern Paper Co. on &
liquidating basis instead of & basis of continuous operation.
In other words,the compeny needs the lands for growth end
use and does not want to see them sterilized by the Government
by creation of some sort of a fancy park idea. If it is not
trespassing on your good nature, I would very much appreciate
en expression of your views with regard to this bilil.

Vsry truly yours ] .
,,_SEW/C o L s e L
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PERCIVAL P.BAXTER
PORTLAND , MAINE

- May

fourth
1937

Dear Dr. Pritchard -

No doubt you have heard of the bill recently
introduced into Congress by Congressman Brewster of
Maine, the purpose of which is to have the Federal
Govermment take Mt. Katshdin from the State of Maine.

I recall our conversation of last August and
think you will be interested in the enclosed interview
which appeared yesterdaj in the leading newspapers of ;
Maine., This statement already has been well received‘
by our citizens and I am hoping that Congressman
Brewster will withdrew his bill,

If you Jqurnéy to Meine this Summer I hope to

have the pleasure of seeing you,

Very truly yours

To=

Dr., BE."A. Pritchard
Natlonal Park Service
- Department of the Interior
Washington

D.G.

(ENCLOSURE)

=

Wdy &
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
WASHINGTON

May 5, 1937.
Mr. Percival P, Baxter,
Portland, Maine.
My dear Mr. Baxter:

I have read with a great deal of interest your letter of
April 26, with its enclosures, and I appreciate your deep per-
sonal concern in the Mount Katahdin project. Certainly, one
who has labored as you have to provide a great public park for
the State of Maine would be vitally interested in any proposal
that might affect that project in any way.

As you probably know, the National Park Service does not
have funds with which to purchase national parks. In the West,
they have been established by Congress setting aside suitable
areas from the public domain. In the East, they have been .
established by Congress only after the necessary lands were pur-
chased and donated to the Federal Government. The Great Smoky
Mountains project, for example, has been made possible through
the efforts of the States of Tennessee and North Carolina and
by the generosity of Mr. John D. Rockefeller, Jr., and others
who have contributed from their own private funds. Many people
were able to contribute only enough to purchase one acre of land.
But, whatever the individual contribution might be, the rroject
has been made possible largely by private contribution and by the
efforts of public spirited citizens and organizations. Their
efforts have extended over more than ten years and acquisition of
the necessary lands has not yet been completed. I tell you this
merely to emphasize the long road that lies ahead before the Mount
Katahdin National Park, .roposed by Mr. Brewster, could be estab-
lished. ‘ :

Last summer, at the request of Governor Brann, the Departﬁent
sent two representatives to investigate the Mount Katahdin region
t0 determine its eligibility for nationsal park status. They re-

- ported that an area comprising the mountain itself would not, in

their judgment, be sufficient for naticnal park status., Consid-
ering the region generally, however, they recommended that if a



minimum area of approximately five hundred square miles, includ-
ing the mountain and numerous scenic lakes and streams, could be
acquired for park purposes, it would be worthy of national park
status and would provide an opportunity to restore and preserve
an area of great inspirational, scientific, and recreational
value. OSuch a park would protect an outstanding example of the
northern Appalachian range with its native fauna and flora, its
geologic story and its scenic charm. It would be unduplicated
by any other area in the national park system and, in time, would
become a great economic asset to the State of Maine.

The Department has not yet reported upon the bill, H. R.
5864, and it will probably desire to study the project from all
angles before a final report is made. I am sure it would not be
the desire of either Mr. Brewster or this Department to jeopard-
ize the Baxter State Park or to undo in any way the public
spirited work that you have done..

' We are delighted to know that your trip through the parks
last year was enjoyable and we shall be glad to do for you what-
ever we can at any future time. ,

Sincerely.yours,

;A, . Deiéray,

Acting Director.
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Dear Hr, Taprdwell -

I sent you a telegrsm in no uncertain terms on
rocelpt of your letter end I cannot understand how anybody
could zive you the impreasion that I favored the Hrewster
biil.

No one feels more stronily against the Federal
Govermuent invadingz the State than I do and whatever parks
we have in Haine in my opinion should be 8tate rather than
Rationsl Parks. TWhatever I can do to defeat the Brewster
bill will be done &nd I already am ¢arryinz on an exten-
sive correspondence with our Congressmen and »thers in Wasn-
ington. ~

%ith the Oreat Northern agzainst this bill it cer-
tainly ocuzht not to make aeny progress whatsoever., The
Great Northern is the finest industry we have in Maine
both as to its size and the character of its mansagement and
no one apprecistes more then I do what this Company means to
our 8tate. Of course President ®hitcomb will write ar al-
ready has written to 8enators Hsle and mzite, and he will
find that they sre on our side. '

I enclose you a vi ;orous protest I gave out on
&ay third of this wesk. It appeared in ths Ban zor News®
the "Portland Presa<lerald”, the "Lewiston Sun®, “"Rennobec
Journal®, "Bath Times"™ and seversl other papers. This has
been well recceived and I am hearing from it from different
sactions of the State,

You may quote mo in any way that will help ous
cauase snd if you have suggestions to make I will be happy to
receive them,

¥ith kind regards.

Fo- | ~ Sincerely ‘yours,

Sheldon E. Fsarduell Esg. - (Signed) PERCIVAL P, BAXTER
c¢/o Burdett, wardwell and Ranney '

No., 84 State Street

Boston,

P.S., The mumber of Brewster's bill is H.K. 5864. I see that
you used H.R. 6599. Both may be correct, vut I enzll inis
t£to your st rention, :
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Dear Wallacc -

R X heve your letter of Yay f£ifth end thenk you
for 1t. The 1last sentence of your letter, however, dis-
turbs me a 1little for it indicates that there micht be e
pos==1bility of your chenging your vievs vrith respeet to
the Brewster billl.

Iem celling upon yea to stsnd by me throuzh
thick end thin becsuse our side is the rizht one end there
- can be no compromise. ' v

' You will be interested to kmow that the Club
Cou’mil of the Appaslachian Pountein Club at its meeting ysse-
terday passed the following vote : :

" ,,‘“-’VO?.'ED - Th&t the ﬁppalachianﬁmntam ¢lub go on
rocord es being opposed to the passage of H.R. 5864
{c bill to establish s Netional Park st Ketshdin)
that & copy of this vote be sent to the Chairmsn of
the Committee on Fublic Lands of the lHouse of Hepre-
sentatives, aend that the delegate (Af appointed) to
the forthoconing Appalamizn 4x'a£1 Conference be 1n-
structed to vote in sccordance with this sction.®

This 1s very si_;nificant beca.zse the A“palachiana
are a fine group of meun end wouen, with no axes to grind, and
deeply interested in the great out-of-doors, You ¢an appre-
ciaste how much Influcnce t‘ney heve in matters of this sort.

S

¥hen you hsve the t.ts please reassure me be-
csuse I heve been very anxious sbout this nmatter.,

with ka’.nd reg&rds .

Sincereiy yaurs'

Hon, ¥allsce H, ®hite, Jr.
Senste .0ffice Bullainrr
Tashington

D.C.,
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- Mr. William E. Wing
- Deering High School
- Portland, Maine

~ Dear Mr. Wing:

This acknowledges ybur letter of May 4.

: You do not have to apologize for writing
me about any matter in which you are interecsted.

~Your real offense is not in this letter but in the

- fect thet you hsve not let me know before and from
time to time what you think about things dowm here.

T have something of the same feeling you

~do sbout this Park Bill. If Governor Baxter gave

it to the State in trust and on conditions, it would
seem to me the State ought not to convey it away with-
out Governor Baxter's approval. This is my present
feeling sbout the matter. I don't want you to re-
gard this as*a positive commitment against the leg-
islzstion, for I do not like to close my mind until

- I have heard the whole metter threshed out asnd know
21l sides of it.

With assurances of regard, I am

Sincerely yours,

;
WHW:w
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Wlinifed Hiafes Denafe

COMMITTEE ON INTERSTATE COMMERCE

May 7, 1937

Hon. Percivel P. Baxter
‘Portland, Maine

My dear Percy:

This acknowledgés your letter of
May 5. ‘

A representative of the Great Northern,
whose name has for the moment esceped me, czlled
on me soxe deys ago and made clear the asttitude
of his Company toward the Brewster proposzal.

With assurances of regard, I am

Very sincerely yours,

W -

WHW:w
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ROBERT MARSHALL
OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS
WASHINGTON, D, C.

May 8, 1937.

-

/ Hon. Percivel P. Baxter,
E Portland, ¥aine.

- Dear Governor Baxter:

"I had already read with tremendous interest and delight
your statement concerning the preservation of primitive con~-
ditions eround the parks which you so generously gave as a
present to the State of Maine.

I think your evalustion of what the Nztionel Park Service

does to an area when it goes into it is fair. You state: "Ea-
* tahdin should end must always remain the wild, storm-swept,
untouched-by-man region it now is; that is its great charm."

I think you are right in presuming that if the Park Service
goes in, judging by what 1t has done to the primeval national
‘parks, Katahdin will no longer remein in this condition. In-
deed I understand from guite direct sources that some of the
Park Service people are already greatly annoyed that they cen -
not go in there with their development programs.

I wish I could meet you some day. It is a great thing
-when 2 man who has risen so high in public life as you gives
in such a substzntial manner to the preservation of the wil-
derness. Those of us who believe that is one of the most
vital fights in the country today are all very much encour-
aged by your splendid actions.,

¥any thenks for your kizid. praise of my wilderness -
- article.

. Sincerely yours,

bt
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HOMER T. BONE, WASH.
VIC DONAHEY, OHIO . COMMITTEE ON INTERSTATE COMMERCE

SHERMAN MINTON, IND.
A. HARRY MOORE, N. J.
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HENRIK SHIPSTEAD, MINN.
M. W. MITCHELL,, CLERK

Honorable Percival P. Baxter
Portland, Msine

My dear Percy:

This acknowledges wour letter of May

T have reread my letter of the 5th and es-
pecially the last sentence of it. I naa no special
reason for putting in the language waich troubles vou.
T suppose I did 1t simply out of that Yankee caution
which recogiiizes that the ruture is a long wnile and
that one never can tell what it holds.

I do not expect to see the Brewster bill
passed hy this Congress, and I nave no reason now to
think I shall ever have any other attitude than my
present one.

#ith assurances of regard, I am
Sincerely yours, siswxagL
§73. 7 2 W

d .;// C
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» UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

 WASHINGTON

May 10, 1937.

Mr. Percival P. Baxter,

Portlend, Maine.

My dear Mr, Baxter:

We have received your letter of May 3 in which wes
enclosed your newspeper interview regarding the proposed -
Mt., Ketehdin Netionsl Park. We appreciate your thoughtful-
ness in sending us this statement for our records.

By this tine you no c‘xoubt heve received our letter
. of May 3 regerding this proposed project.

Sincerely yours;

- ;A..' . De'maray.

teting Director. _
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Dear Director Denparsy -

I recelved your letter of key tenth snd thank you
for ft. I am anxlous thnt you know how keine people feel
sbout Katsndin. Tithout exception all those who have -ritten
to or talked with me are opposed to having a Nstlional Psrk
in this nres, Not 2 sin:l: i¥sine citizen that 4 knos of ap-
proves it.

usine people are proud of end deeply interested in
this mourtsin even thouh thelr Park be sumewhat limiteo in
extent, 7The Stote Perk coaprises in excess of 9 squsre miles,
about 6000 acres, oving to the ensterly snd westerly side
lines spresdin: e1l1 htly es they extend southwsrd. 7This area
includes within its vourdaries all the spectacular scenery of
the mountain. Our Stste 1s financislly able to and will
preperly care for this rezion, There 13 no queation whatsoev~
er ae to this belng ettended to. Last yeer two snd at timaes
three men were stationed in this aree at the approeaches at .
the esstern and western sides of the mountain, and elthouzh a
small tree or two may have been cut down that i1s a trifling
natter., KNo doubt such things happen in your great parks in
the Fest. T : . . R PR :

_ The people to vhom I referred as opposed to the bill
now pending hope that the National Park Service will not look
with favor upon the Eatshdin project and they say to you and
your associatea "Pleasse ellow us to have our own tittle State
Park in linine even thou:h 1t be not as larze, as well kept or
as eleborately lesid out as yours”. Then people do somethin:
for themselves, :hen they have the pleasure of developin: theiw
oxn project it zives thea vastly more sstisfactlon thszn to have
someone take it over and manazge it for tren,

The laine fonziressmsn vho sponsors the b1ll uses as an
arzument that # small =ppropristion of $2,00u, was not pessed
by the recent Lezislature. The 8tate Budget Committee, lowev-
er, of which our present Governor is the principsl member, ap-
proved the sppropriation =nd ell was :0inz well until I went
abroad. In my absence the Legislature made en ineffective zes-
ture toward economy snd the Park sppropristion in the confu-~
afion of 1isaues was lost. Had I been present I sm confident ell
would have been well because our Lezlslators, without exception,
appreciate the mourtain snd ere zled thet the Stete owns it.
The faeilure of a small spprépriation sives a triflin; resson te
advance for the Soverelzn State of lsine to surrender its own-
ership of its grandest mountain, The Park is only four yesrs
old. Plesse glve 1t time to "find itself™,
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You are aware that the State fark 1s held under a definite
Trust created by Act of the ieglslnture "to be I'orever hela by
the State in Trust for the People of iaine®., e people in XZalne
ey be somewhat old-~fasiioned, ocut ve keep our solerm covenants,
For thils reason I e swre that no dtate legislature will brealk
the Trust crested by tne =ct aof 1933 In rezapd to the :ift or
tiiis mountain, Certainly if it ever comes to e to conse:t to
en Act of Annul:ent I <xill never do 3o, In eddition to this
sore of my losal friernds reintain that the Courts would not peére
mit it.

Of course I peslize that the proposed lew is pernissive
only, out those who fesl as 1 do regard it as an enteping wedge
that witiuetely may deprive imine of its control of a lsrge area
of forest lend,

In order that you may have some idea of the fealinz here
I enclose you sn editorial from the leading newspeper of the -
Stste, the Portland Press-Hersld of ¥ay lOth, Others of our pe-
ypers eslso liave editorials against the Eational Park plen end in
favor of respectinz the Trust crested for the benefit of Eaine
Poopla. If I an sny judze of punlic sentiment here in ksine,
efter havin; lived here all uy life, end heving been a~tive in
puabllic affairs for ihirty yecars, I unreservedly say that I be-
licve ocur peoople want “0 msnsze tnils Park themselves and ask he
Kational 3Jovernmment to respect thelir wishes.

Af'tor trenty-six yesprs of potlent persistent efior: I ac-
quired the mountain anc slthou n it may not Interest the Lational
Fark Service I have certaln plans for the future that if allowed
to mature will provide our Stete with sn area of which 1t will not
be ashamed, '

It 1s vory si.nificant that on Mey 6th last the Appslachian
Club passed s Resolution agzainst Hatlionalizinzg Katshdin, a copy of
which already haa be«r scont you, and yestercay the Federated Gasrden
Clubs of liaine a State-wide organization with & membership of more
than 2600 entirely non-politicel and sbsolutely unseliish psased
snother HKesolutlon sgainst the projeet, A copy is enclosed, Till
the Hatlonsl Park Service care to enter s stete when there oxists such .
, & stronz opposition to the prolect nor pending in Conzress.

3 - Very truly yours :
To=-Hon, A.E.Demarayod&g Yo ) A

Nation:l Park Serwvice ?WBM
Departnent of the Interior

Taghin-=ton. .0, :
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‘ Sﬁdmhtmh&wmdsmmgm the ﬂmtthmt
the proposed Estlonel Park at Eatabdin end I sz Interested to

know how you reg:pd such ¢ projeet.

The Appslachian Clabs snd the PFederated Jesrden Clubs
af kaine have passed reselutions :n nw of the W‘h'& nﬁas
wwmmam«mmsmm ;
Xatehdin, end of all the poopls who have writtem and epoicen |
26 about &smmwutmﬁﬁauatnmf! i
mmmnm& exvapt utcm the man Wik
the bill,

I enclose yo an Interviecw that wng recently ziven to

the pepers by me so that you willl see how I fead about tt., The
Park 1z only four yosrse 0ld end I eamt for a moment beliove
that any dsine Lezislatobiwould violste the Trust thet wes mede

o]t
Em—yeer&a-go,,

Tith kind razerds,

Sincerely

Hon. George Otis saith
Sko xezen

ERiae,
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
WASHINGTON

May 19, 1937.

Mr. Percival P. Baxter,

Portland, Maine.
Dear Mr. Baxter:

%e have received your letter of May 15 regarding the proposed
Mount Katahdin National Park, in which you enclosed a copy of the
resolution of the Garden Clubs of Haine, and a ¢lipping from the
Portland Press Herald of May 1l4. '

We appreciate this further expression of your point of view.

Sincerely yours,

s

A. E. Démaray,
Acting Director.

FG T
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iay twenty-first
1937

Dear GOVernor =

On my return nome after an absence of =
fer weeks abromd I was disappointed to find thet the
Legislature in its efforts to economize defeated the
modest appropristion of ¢£,000. which you and your
budzet committee recommended for the State Park at Es-
tehdin, I should like to come to the next Councill
meetinzg and ask for a speclal appropristion for this
seeson's work if thils has your spprovale 7T1ill you
please let me know how you feel about it.

I have already written you previously about
Conzressman Brewster's proposal to make the Rstshdin
rezion, Including the State Park, Into a great Natlon-
al Park. I am entirely ocut of sympathy with asny such
plan, The Staste of ¥sine should retain this ares and
care for it 1tself even %£r& it not for the Trmast zhilch
the State created by Legislative Act of 1933. As to
the Trust itself, I have consulted those who are well
informed sand em told that the State legally cummet
transfer this srea to the Natlional Govermment, snd ger-

tainly it is also under very strong morsl obligation not

to0 40 80.

Prom varlous sections of HEnine and Zrom peo-
ple outside ocur State I su receiving commurications
urzging that the State hold fast to its own park and I
hope you feel as I do about it. %hen next I come to
Auuste we will talk this over. '

with kind rezards to lLrs., Bsrrows ang youl-
self.

Sincerely
To=
Hon. Lewis (0. Barrows
State House

Auzusta
Balne,
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Hay twenty-fourth
1937

Dear Bd =

You have seen somothins of Brewster'!s project to
bring Katshdin into & great Hational Park comprising somce
thing in excesa oi 308 square miles and 1n his proposition
he proposes to have the State of &nine turn over to the red-
eranl Government the St:rte Park that wes created by Act of
the lLezgislature in Trust in 1933.

Naturally I ac much opposed 10 Brewsterts idea and
shall not consent, li my couseni be neceasary, Lo tue
State ts violating the Act of Acceptaunce winich ms yoa smo-—:
is printed in the lLsws of Kaine.

If I could in soms way complete the purchese from ym
of the Township that we have been talking about it would onee
and for all end any further discussion of Brewster's plen
end I em hoping from day to day to hesr fram you that we ean

Z0 through with this, I have a Jetter from the listional Perk

Service saying that the Federal Government does rot purchase
lend for National Parks end that it is slways nedessary that
the land be donated. From this it would seem to me that .
there s no hLope of certain timberland owners in that pegien
ever selling thelr land to the Nationmel Government and I can-

not understand why any of them would be Interested in the pro- -

ject, unless they are willing to mske a zift of their proper-
ty to the United States of America. [Eoreover oncec the lonz
serm of the Pedaral Govermment reaches down in the ieine tim-
berlands novody knows vlsre the end will be snd I shiculd think
tiimt some of our paper compenies would look upon Jdravuterts
propasition with salarm.

%When 1 hear favorebly from you I #1ill i»...ediately crank
up my old car and. Journey to Bangor beeceuse Katahdin is my
one great intsreat’ and I &m countinzg upon you to stand by me.

with eiery #pod wish to you and yours,

S incerely,

Bastern kamifacturlinzg Company

Banzor
Eains.



= COPY OF LipTilk from PERGIVAL P. BAXTER |
to HOB, HALOLD L. Ibm Sec ¥« Dept. of the Interior
Faghington, b, C.

Portlend, Haine,
Eay teenty-£fifth
1987

Doar Socretary Ickes =

There is now pendinz before the Ketionel Park
Berviecs of your Departmsnt for yecozmendsticn or dissppeoy-
8l & bill H.J, 6500 that proposes to sstablieh & Rationzl
Park in the Eatehdin region in leine, md I ﬁ :ttim perasn-
ally te eall your sttontion to S.t- :

o : Ai‘t.er t;rezzt“»aiz ye&rfs c.t ts.eui and ;ﬁ%iﬁ.tﬁﬁt
effort I agauired 5,::% o aares of forest lend which includod

. N Estzhddn and in 1933 by. Legislative Act the Stste of
Eaine ra::cep{:ed this se o ift i brust for the Poople of
¥eine forover® {laws of inine l%as, Ghepter 8). The billl
‘mow referred to would have cur State transfer this donsted

. sren to the Psdepal Government €5 & portion e? 2 mach lavge%
CoBTen ﬁm’rmméin’* the moun tﬁﬁ}; :

' Alrendy I havs taszwagzmﬁ xz'it your Eetional

Pork Serviecs, to Director IHon, Arno B, Qemsever April ¢
1937, and Acbing Diroctor Hen, A, B Demspay Hay 18, 1057,
and have enclosed %o thon clippings frowm Eelne nes a;:;a?ers _
end resolutions of Heine Glubs, e£ll eguinst the pending pro-
possl.’ ¥For your immediete fnformetion I snclose you mpiea
of the Resoclutions of ths 4 ;pziltmiﬁ'ﬁ sSmantein €lub ent the
. Federatod Garden Clubs of Ieine and en editorial from the
Portlond ®PLSS-HIRALDY, !hw leading newapaper of the Btate,
which 45 typical of othor editorilals that sppeared theoushous
the State, In fact 81l the citizens of ¥aino vho hove write-
ten to snd spoken with ns about this metter, and meny tmve
done 80, sre ugsinst the messure,  Euclosed you mlx.a will find
& stutenent, prepered by ne and }mbliuhe"i throughout cur Stats,

which meft vvitiz gemwaug sp%ruval;

I Imow f x-m;.,. dacp interest in tho wide, oOpen
- gpates end have before me extracts fron your ; aﬁéresﬁss mdeo in
- 1938 wherelin you edvocate the ;}reaearwtim of our wilderness
sreus, In my i of the mounteln to Eeine, the conditlons
irn the Dosd provided thet it Yshell fm*evw bo left in ths
netural wild stote end thet no roeds or weys for potor vehiclos
ghall hersafter ever bo c;mgi:-rus%;eé therein or thereon,®

 Estehdin §s m**ﬂe’s great@st nstur 1 sttract iﬁ‘.‘l. ,
Eoine vill give it proper core end Baine pﬂople ere heppy thet .
1t is 8 BEtate Perk forever o be held ss such for the iw bene-

e R R R S i R E s




- Portland, HFaine,
Bey twenty-~rifth
o : 183 7

Pit end for the benef‘it of %:hs visim’s*s wht cam t0 then,

In view 0f the binding truat pr wisicas zn the
gift to the State snd of the wido~spreed oppos it:iem &@**mut
this measure, I hopes that your Depertment will édisapprove
the bill (Iﬁ.ﬁs@ﬁ} for z:ﬁ"hcmt yoar spprovel the 2}111 hasg
o chmwe of ;zcsﬁing,. .

‘ Ouy ggine Senators, ‘Hon, Fx*@:zeri"k Hale &nd ﬁa.-. :
wallace H, ¥aite, Jr, elll no doubs be glad te plve you -
their views upon this metter, as will our Congressmen from

© the First end Sscond Bsing I}ist;ria‘as, Hon, Jsmes 6. 5.;5.~
?E‘?-!‘ ﬁﬁd a:ﬂﬁi ﬁl?ﬁ@ HQ f&&iﬁh. )

Respectfully,

{8IZWEL) PERCIVAL F. BAXSER

Tom

Hon, Eaz*sm L. Iekea
- Betretary, Department of the Ix&eriw
- Rashington

E.c.

ENCLOS URES
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KAY 25 1937

Hon. Rene L. Derouen,
Chalrman, Committee on Public Lands,
House of Representatives. :

My déar Mr. Chalrman:

I have received your letter of April 29 enclosing a copy of
H. R. 6599 entitled "A Bill to provide for the establishment of
the Katahdin National Park in the State of Maine, and for other
purposes", and requesting a report thereon.

At the request of the Hon. Louls J. Brann, Governor of Maine,
the National Park Service, of thisg Department, conducted a prelimi-
nary investigation of the Mt. Katahdin region during July of 1936
and recommended national park status for the area if approximately
fourteen townships could be acquired in fee simple for park purposes.
However, the question of boundary lines involves a detalled study of
the area as an administrative, blological, and recreational unit and
of loggling operations and other commerclal uses of adjoining lands.
Avallable time did not permlt this detailed study last summer, and
weather conditions will prevent 1ts continuation until early this
summer. For this reagon, 1t 1s desirgble that the report of this
Department on the bill, H. R. 6599, be withheld until the investi-
gation by the National Park Service 1s completed.

I recommend that no action be taken on H. R. 6599 until a
further report is received from this Department.

Sincerely yours,
(8gd) CHARLES WEST

Acting Secretary of the Interior.

tag/br
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¥ay twenty-seventh
1937

Deay Er, 'Xard -

L I am happv t.s h&ve "ou.r letter of %hy twenty— R

i‘irst snd an sncouraged to know that you spprove of
~the position I have tszken in comection with the pro-
poscd-establishment of & great Kational Park in the

- Mt. Katehdin region of Eeine. Your Society can be of
great assistan‘ce toward preventing the pessage of the
80 czlled Brewster bill that speks to spoil the most
inter=sting wlldernass area that we have in the State

of Laa.ne -

'Zou mrill ‘be bl?d tc know tﬁat the .ﬁppalac..i&n
T ~Club pzssed 8 vote mgainst the measure and the G=rden
0 Clubs of ¥aine yith a membership of more than five
. thousend slso pessed s pesolution sgainst it. Az yet o
1 have not heayrd fron e singzle citizen of isine vho fa- :
vors the projett nor has £ single Haine newspaper advocsted
1te In fact practically all of the leading newspspers of
the Smte have scarriea editeorials 1n opposition.

» ,&s : & nmerstanﬁ it, the messure is now pending
for recomméndat ion or otherwise before the National Perk
Service in ¥Weshington end if you end your members will
write to Hon, Arno B, Cammerer, Director, or Hon, A. E.
“ . Demaray, hcting Director, telling them how you &1l feel
about 11; I em suz'e that vvill be a great; help. , : :
Y:mr suggestien ti,at I become 8 mepber if your i e

*."V:"Sc»éiety pleasea ne smi I am %lad to e*xclcse you my moa-*-ﬁ«
ast check.

- : If anything develops I will keep in touch with

‘Believe ne

Sincerely |

’ Er., Robert Sterling Yard
' 8ecretary-irszsurer
- The Wilderness Soclety
- 1840 Eintvood i’lace
. Weshington :
- DJCe.
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. Copy of Letter from FERCIVAL P, BAXTER

t@ hag f‘\. » 3. DM&&E{FY & ﬁ? Ixf;i} I} I}“ } ’s—’la% )
RAT 10840 {ug}xg_ k},,,,;ffzc i, DEPT, OF THE IRTEKIOR
WASHIRGI0E, D.C, 4

Fortland, Esine
June firsﬁ, 195'?.

By ﬁear Bire::tar

You will he mtsez'est;eci to know te vhat sn extent po.b-
iie ssntitmfmt is opposed to the %t&bllﬁhmcat af @ ﬁfstional'
Park m the Kagahﬁm regien here m Baine,

mly 3.& Ap’ﬁﬂ the E&illxneaket Chomber of Gom.,eree
“pasaeﬁ n resalutiaa i‘ami% & ﬁats.anal Park mz ar*@rezztly
1ate:= ﬁ: Gaﬁaidaz-c 4%s sction nl-advz.aeﬁ and }msty, for an
an 15&21 the ihamber by ] un&niﬁ*ws vote xsit;hdrew ita reso=-

1:1'!;1911 snﬁ sent a 1%1‘.&3:* 1zzf°emin~ ﬁaagve*aman Brewter, th&
fsther af the bﬁ.l, of the acuian or the &mbar.

%ﬁill:.nacket 153 nearer the present sbate ?srk than any
ather cmnity 19 &aaine end its setion Cart&ilily is ver};r siz=
nificant. |

) 4 wri.te'thls J.étter in order that you éﬁy be' fully in-
7 formnd, - ‘ :
| ' -, Bincerely

(817 R D) PERCIVAL F. sf};wi.

Hon, §.E. Demarey
Acting Directer
Eatisnai Park Service
Depaprtment of i:ha Interior
¥ashington

‘ B'cg . .
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RAUPH-O-BREWSTER . COMMITTEES:

" THIRD DISTRICT MAINE NAVAL AFFAIRS
. INSULAR AFFAIRS

) D1ISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
WASHINGTONM ADDRESS!

252 HOUSE OFFICE BUILRING | @Bngregz Df tbe aaniteh étateg | INVALID PENSIONS
DEXTER, MAINE Bousge of Representatives
' Wasghington, B, €.

June 3, 1937

Mr. George P. Engelhardt
28 Clubway,
Hartsdale,N. ¥,

Desr kir. ‘ngelherdt:

I am very glad to know of your interest in the Mount
Ratshdin erea.

The part now comprised in the Baxter State Perk on the

top of the mountein includes about five per cent of the

aree which it is believe must be prudently included in e

netionel perk that would be very adequate in extent end
" very typical of the forest regions of the northezsst.

1 do not know whether you have been to the region in

recent yesrs but I heve been & more or less reguler visitor
for two decades now and the situstion is growing increasingly
serious &s last summer over ten thousand visitors swzrmed
over the summit and did & great deal of damege in Vhimney
Pord which is one of the gems of the region as you krnow.

It is the feasr of many mountain lovers thet urless it is
possible to provide some further protection the region will
be very greatly demsged in the next few years es the state
hes not fourd itself in a positlion to provide any protection
of any character end there seems no other way for ptotection
to be provided.

in sutomobile road now runs eround the bzse of the mouhtein
so thet it is possible for unlimited numbers to pour in and the
number is constantly increasing. '

Cordially yours

ReipHA. Brewster, M,
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GEOHGE OTTS SMITH é JM/ ‘

2 CUSURN AVERUE
s,wzamm ¥A THE,

R - _‘.mne 7, 1937,

Hon, Percival P, Baxter
Portlsend, Maline.

By deor Governor:

In replyinz to ycmr inquiry as to hov I re-
gard the projfect of nmtlonalizing Meine's hizheat peak,
I finei 4t difficult to limit nyself to polite phrages,

‘The herit of ¥aine folks {ncludes aazther
trust betrsysl ner eriority complex, Yet, the
propoeal to meﬂ; & 8tate Perk fnte a Eat el
contains both a zhady repudistion of a contraetd e
obligation duly acknowledgad by Aot of leglalature and e '
covert confescion of insbility to menage the Statefs own .

-affafrs, Thoe proposed surrender does net it the Melne . -
character end oven Répe ze ‘legsl, would surely tu{%
populer endorsemnt. PR

It hss been difficnlt foy me to belleve tihat :
the suggestion could be mede seriously, such lessz forrmla-
ted into & Bll)l end aponsored in Congress by a former
Governcry of our State, supposedly cognizant of the Stete
Iegislation relating to the scceptance of the Xatahdin
deed of truat,

Kearly 30 yesrs agzo, wvklle speaking before 'he

Manine Stete poerd of Trade (Auzusta; September 22, 10308)

I wos questionec on the ndventsges of maling kt, Kntahilin a
Hational Parle, My ans-ar was prompt ard unesuivocaly *hnt

I vould be schomed of my native Stete 1f we conslcercd thet
a foreated pask up in northern Haine cculd b~ better arnine
istered, =3 s public resewvation, fronm "asshinzton than from
Aususta, I acknowledged =y hizh regerd for my friepds and
usgociates in the Government serviece, but I kner too well the many
disrdvantages, snd wenknesses incldent to cbsantee 1omilordism
in the natfonsl forests,

That was my opinlon long asgo, snd recent attempte
et long=-ronge control of loeal affeirs have served only to in-
tenslfy ny disirust of Fedgrszl Interference in local salfe
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government,

However cheritable 1 mey try to be toward
those who have in these late yemrs scquired so
lsrge a faith In centrslised omniaclance, I have
no patienge wlth the compliant sttitude towazrd
breach of trust thet scems the fashion of the day.
"o be forever held®™ is s strong phrsse snd four
yesrs would appeap sltogether too brief & period
to make an A¢Y of Jozglslature s dead letter in
Eaine, even 1f so desired in Tashington.

Sincerely yours,

(81gned) Geo, Otis Smith,
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~ Hon. Percival P. Baxter,
Portland, Maine.
My dear Mr., Baxter:

I have received your letter of May 25 with reference to the
proposed Mount Katahdin National Park.

Knowing of your untiring efforts to bring this splendid wil~
derness into public ownership, I can well understand your feeling
of personal responsibility for its preservation.

Although this Department caused the National Park Service to
investigate the Mount Katahdin region last summer at the request
of Governor Brann, it will not be possible to render a final re-
port upon the bill, H. R. 6599, until a more exhaustive study has
been made of the proposal.

In considering the project, I appreciate having the benefit
of your opinion.

Sincerely yours,

W

Acting S cretéry of the Interior.
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‘ Katahdin National Park
EXTENSION OF REMARKS

HON. RALPH 0. BREWSTER
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

OF MAINE
W{ednesdag, June 9, 1937
ARTICLE BY MYRON H. AVERY, OF LUBEC, MAINE

Mr. BREWSTER. Mr. Speaker, under the leave fo ex-
tend my remarks in the Recorp, I include the following
article entitled “Katahdin National Park”, by Myron H.
Avery, of Lubec, Maine, chairman of the Appalachian Trail
Conference, a federation of mountain clubs developing and
maintaining a 2,050-mile foot trail extending from Mount
Katahdin in Maine through the Appalachian Ranges of
the eastern United States to Mount Oglethorpe in Georgia;
co-author of 78-page bibliography of the Mount Katahdin
region; Bowdoin College, 1920; Harvard Law School, 1923;

traveled extensively and author of many articles on Katahdin

and the mountain regions of the eastern United States; reg-
istered Maine guide; employed by Maine Forest Service for
‘four summer seasons; supervisor of trails, Maine Appalachian

Trail Club:

As Katahdin is the northern terminus of the 2,050-mile Appala-
'chle.n Trail, which has been developed and maintained as an
‘amateur recreational project by the Appalachian Trail Conference,
‘with which I am associated, the future of this outstanding region
is a matter of very real concern to the Appalachian Trail Confer-
ence, Apart from this, as a resident of Maine and long familiar
with the area, I have been extremely interested in the region.
During the past years I have realized with growing apprehension
the increasing problems at Katahdin and the need for some effective
solution. These problems cannot be longer ignored. Since Con-
gressman BREwSTER introduced a bill (H. R. 6599) to make the
Katahdin area a national park there have appeared occasional
statements which convey an entirely erroneous impression as to
what this bill is intended to accomplish. This problem is one of
so great an importance that I feel that the situation should be
made entirely clear, so that the judgment of interested people may
rest up uﬁﬁ'ég ts of the matter rather than upon some
faneiful Stan’ egations which only confuse the situation.

In the first instance, this bill arises out of the necessity for pre-
serving the Katahdin area. The motive is the same which inspired
ex-Gov., Percival P. Baxter in 1931 to purchase the top of the
mountain and donate it to the State. It is merely a further de-

' velopment of the original project. Except that the greater whole
would bear the name of Katahdin National Park rather than the
~present Baxter State Park, there can be nothing Inimical to the
.interests of ex-Governor Baxter. This bill, which it has been sug-
gested 1s a menace to the “wilderness nature” of the Katahdin area,
is the only guaranty of its protection which is now feasible. The
need for action is imperative. Not merely the bare granite top of
" Katahdin (the present State park) but the whole area embraced by
this bill, including some 69 distinct peaks and 55 lakes, as an out-
standing type of the Maine north woods wilderness, should be
forever preserved as a heritage of the American people. The area
to be preserved should not be restricted and limited to the bare
rock of the mountain top. Yet this Is surely the situation if the
present bill is defeated. It is clear beyond question that the State
is In no position to care for this area and provide the necessary
maintenance, protection, and other facilities so urgently required.
The action of the Maine Legislature during the past few years has
indicated that a national forest cannot be established in this area.

There seems to be some confusion as to exactly what the present
State park, under discussion, comprises. This should be thor-
oughly appreciated. It is an area of only 9 square miles compns-
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ing the mountain top. Its boundaries have not been preciaely
located but, presumably, on the eastern side the State park extends
to near Basin Ponds; on the western side of the mountain ‘it ex-
tends to “The Gateway” on the Appalachian Trail; from the north
it extends ¢ miles south from the north line of T. 3, R. 9.. This
is all, a very narrow restricted area, obviously insufficient for any
purpose. Even if the Katahdin region were forever State owned,
the surrounding territory is needed in order to properly protect
the mountain. In 1931 a portion of this 9-mile tract was conveyed
to the State by Governor Baxter. In 1933, after the conclusion of
the litigation, following his conveyance to the State of an un-
divided interest in this area, Governor Baxter conveyed to the
State, by a deed accepted by the legislature, some 9 square miles.
This conveyance was subject to certain conditions. No road or

way for motor vehicles was to be built in this 9 square miles and

Governor Baxter reserved the right to determine what markers or
inscriptions should be placed on the mountain as well as certain
control over its nomenclature, The name of the highest peak,
“Monument Peak”, was changed to ‘“Baxter Peak”, and the area
was given the name of Baxter State Park. By act of the legislature,

“custotiarn Ay Ever

it was glaced under the erv on of. t tate park com-
y KICH 'Governor axter xs a mem er 5] expen
TSR THNIE By the State I connection

T8 18 merely a result of a h&phazard
and casual development.

Eatahdin is probably the outstanding mountain in ‘the Easg
and its extraordinary geolog e
have attracted Nation-wide attention. Last year, Congressman
Brewster has said, there were 10,000 visitors to Katahdin. ! The re-
‘cent increase in the visitors to Katahdin is startling. Apart from
the majesty of the mountain Itself, the visitor here is most im-
pressed by the complete lack of any supervision or protection of

the area. There 18 no custodian or-anyone in the park. area.to

represent. law or authority or to .prevent depredations.

.stranger who is drawn to the region by its extensive publicity 18

astounded to find an utter lack of any public accommbdatmnﬁ

ical formations and its Arbtic fiora:

’I'he nearest 8 proaches are the _three- open lean-tos built ears

8 sall two-room Iog cahin, o y
built in 1923 for the game warden, where LeRoy Dudley. well
known to all Katahdin enthusiasts, without any authority or port-
folio, attempts to provide sleeping space for lg people in a space
suitable for 4. That conditlons are not more chaotic is due to
the chance activity of the C. C. C. in 1933 and 1934, which estab-

" lished a camp site in the old gravel-washed fleld at Katahdin

stream and bullt there some six lean-tos. The obvious inade-
quacy of this can be gleaned from the fact that over Labor Day
some 400 people were at this particular spot. Apart from the
chance of these conditions resulting in irreparable damage, this
situation is a serious reflection upon the State. Visitors comment
most critically upon this, pointing out that there is nowhere a
region of the quality of the Katahdin area where such conditions
prevall, The nearest regular fire warden at Jogue Ponds, some
15 miles away, has no authority over the Katandin State Park.
In the Great BaS At transplante £~ of the "Hig erfa,
campers recklessly cut down and use for firewood trees which have
been hundreds of years in growing. Qne cam er may have just

been washing where the next draws drinkf wat"e'r’f" TOm mney
Pond, “WHhoever wishes to open of cut tr ahdin does so

without restraint. As far as he Is able to do so Dudley exerts
himself to protect the area against such devastations, but he is
powerless in the face of those who flout his warnings.

I recently noted the statement “God made Katahdin, let not man.

despoil 1t” as an argument against the proposed bill. It is just
what man has done, is doing, and may do In the future in the
Katahdin region, to despml it, and the necessity of restraining man
from these things, which makes imperative this bill or some similar
effective action. No better argument could be advanced for the
park bill than this very slogan. It is difficult to understand how
anyone can urge that the present conditions and lack of any control
or supervision over the area embraced by this bill constitutes any
protection from despoliation. More so, how a desire to have the
State retain control over the 9 miles of the Baxter State Park-—one-
fourth of a township—furnishes any reason for opposing a plan to
bring the larger area of 504 square miles, or 14 townships. into
public ownership. Apart from a manifested fear of a “spoliation”
of the Katahdin area, there has been expressed a thought that the
region is not of national-park caliber, which those who know the
region strenuously deny. This viewpoint is inspired by comparison
with the great western parks and a school of thought which holds
that there is no wilderness in the Bast worthy of national-park
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sta inting out that portions of the region were lumbered many
yea:gségpt: the eng.sting haggazard deyelopment at Katahdin, and the
fires In that region. These objections certainly emphasize the dan-
ger of a continuation of the presentw8ltuation. The Katahdin area,
like many other wildernesses, has suffered ifi the worst fires which
have ravaged the State, - E

Pamola and part of the basin were denuded by a fire in about
1814. The 1884 fire burned 22,000 acres. The “great burn” of 1903
swept over 132 square miles. The damage done in 1923 Basin Ponds
fire is & most decided scar in that area, but far more impressive is
the streteh of fire-killed timber along the roads to Katahdin from
Millinocket, resulting from the 1833 fire. The devastation around
Togue Ponds and the near loss of the camps there 18 an all tco
vivid reminder of the necessity for action. These fire losses are
inseparably connected with the existing economic situations. The
Maine Forest Service has waged a gallant and most pralseworthy
battle against the fire ravages, but the stake in this area is too
great to rick the loss of a single acre.

The suggestion that this is a State matter and the larger region
should be a State park has fatled to appreciate the limitation in
size on State parks in Maine—10,000 acres—established by the 1935
State Park Act. No progress can now be made in that direction.

If the State wishes to have the title of the 9 square miles remain
with the State, as Governor Baxter has urged, there would seem no
reason why the national park could not be created around the
State park. Who owns the area is immaterial; the essential is
public ownership and protection. A desire to have the State,
rather than the Federal Government, hold title to 9 miles seems an
extraocrdinary reason for opposing efforts to bring the surrounding
ares into public ownership.

Katahdin and the Katahdin area belong. not only fn the people
of Maine but to the United, 28, As much as we regret to do so,
W& Iust honesily recognize that the great increase in the number
of people who come to the mountain makes necessary certain regu-
lations and supervision. For those who wish to get beyond this
there is still the trailless untraveled country north of Katahdin
embraced In this bill, which few ever see. o

As an instance of the damage which has been wrought through

CnEphszard developnrent, wer only, fesd 143
occurrence ol last I D ihe_sublect of
. “Thinking that it would relieve conditions at Chimney

PBnE,_ a detachment was sent in to build five lean-togs. The result

" was most unfortunate.
1, denuded knoll, osed to e storm. The debris and slash
onig the ToULe was IMOSt UDSIGHLLY, apart from the fact that
the timber was cut in the Great Basin, where no trees should ever
be cut. The situation would mnever occur in a national park.
Those responsible for this situation should have considerabie
temerity in criticizing national-park standards. -

We must recognize the fact that adequate provision must be
made for the people who are coming to Katahdin. The improve-
ment this year, by means of the legislative appropristion of
$5,000 for the Millinocket-Nesowadnehunk Roed, can only increase

travel to Katahdin. The CGreat Basin Ponds Road, extending to-

Roaring Brook, will also be completed this year. People cannot
be kept away. Moreover, who has aright to doso? Specialists who
have studied this area for the National Park Service have pointed
out the necessity for eliminating any development at Chimney
Pond and leaving this basin entirely wild and isolated.  Sooner
or later, however, ample public accommodations in keeping with
the region must be provided for those who go to Katahdin. These
should be away from the mountain, certainly as far down as Basin
Ponds, and perbaps even nearer to the terminus of the road at
Roaring Brook.

No one who has the least knowledge of Katahdin conditions
will attempt to minimize their seriousness. The price of pulp-
wood is rising. Adjoining landowners feel that their holdings are
endangered by the increased fire hazard of the Katahdin trav-
elers. They need to realize upon their investment. Lumbering
operations are creeping in from the west and the south. Soon
the region to the north will be ripe for cuttihg. Last year the
Abol Trail, the route of Thoreau's historic ascent of Katahdin,
was blocked off, and unusable because of the recent lumbering
operations there. The dam at Basin Ponds and the grim evi-
dences of the fire around the moraines there, following the lum-
bering operations in 1921-23, are an all too eloquent reminder
of the fate that may overtake the area. It seems incredible that
‘anyone should wish to take a course of action which would en-
hance this possibility. And yet we are told that this course of
action is & preservation of the wilderness.

The pending proposal to establish Katahdin National Park
offers a solution of these problems. The large area embraced in
the bill has already been noted. There had been earlier sug-
gestions that the Katahdin area should be a national park, but
then, with the exception of Acadia, there were no national parks
in the East. Subsequently the Shenandoah .and Great Smoky
Mountain areas were acquired through public donations and
these regions forever preserved. This development undoubtedly
paved the way for the consideration of the Katahdin area as of
proper national-park caliber. Congressman BREWSTER'S bill has
been specifically designed to meet the problem at Katahdin. In
other Instances the National Park Service has insisted that a sub-
stantial area of the projected park be ceded to the Federal Govern-
ment before it would undertake to protect and supervise that re-
gion. Recognizing the difficulties and the threatened danger to

151045—13953
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the Katahdin region, Congressman BrRewsTer's bill cares for this
particular problem by providing that if the Baxter Park area should
be placed in the control of the National Park Service by the
State, with or without any other ares, then the Secretary of the

Interior, In_his discretion, and
The bhill 3150 Provine pat, if a e end O U’ years, the msjor
portion of the contemplated national park has not been acquired,

then the project fails, and the land is returned to the State. The
State retains control through its power to cede.

‘When the background and the reasons for these particular pro-
visions are examined it will be seen that there is nothing invidious
in the Katahdin bill, as has been suggested by some of its oppo-
nents, but to the contrary it is a very practical means of meeting
the problems, and the only one which seems workable.

The plain fact of the situation is that, with the exception of
the 9 square miles of the mountain top, there is today no guar-
anty or no method of maintaining the wilderness of the Katahdin
area. This Is a fact which must not be lost sight of. There
is nothing to prevent enterprising individuals from establishing
on the private land around the mountain any type of obnoxious
or offensive developments which may flourish under the patronage
of those who come to the region. There i8 no possible control
over this. And yef, with an astonishing blindness, we are told
that the status quo will preserve the wilderness. -The charge that
under the Natlonal Park Service development the region would
become “developed” with hot-dog stands and post-card emporia

and other objectionable developments can be explained only as-

totally a fiction of the imagination of those who have never had

the privilege of traveling in our great western parks or as an.

inexcusable attempt to frighten with the bugaboo of a nonexisting
situation. There are no such things in the national parks, All
buildings and structures there are carefully designed by architects,
supervised and maintained by trained personnel. Every structure
must harmonize and fit into the background of the locality. Is it
likely that private interests would have donated the five millions
for the Great Smoky Mountains National, acquired the additions
to the Grand Teton and Yosemite National Parks if the National
Park Service improperly administer these trusts? :

The national parks, of which there are 26, totaling 8,744,447
square acres, in addition to the 78 national monumenta, gre an
outstanding part of our American. system.
admired and other countries are attempting to . create
reservations. We have a national park'in Maine—aA
sented to the people of America by the residents of Mount
who recognized that this was the one method of Hng &
unique area. Do Malne people regard Acadia as a stigma tq the
State? As to the point of view which attempts to condemmn the

national-park system in toto and would prefer that our wonder-

lands embraced in this system should have been left to whateve:
vicissitudes of fate would have ultimately overtaken them fn the
form ‘of exploitation through “uncontrolled 1 X
grazing, erosion, and commercial development,

fore, prefer to see the Katahdin region lett to fire; Tumbdring,
and unrestricted development, in preference to being embraced In
the national-park chain, it seems only necessary to state that
point of view. For an example nearest to us, had it prevalled,
when the Great Smoky Mountains National! Park was proposed,
the primeval timber of this region, with more specles than exist
in all Europe, would now be a thing of the past. This policy was
settled as far back as 1872, when Cornelius Hedges and other
pioneers in Yellowstone decided to dedicate their findings to the
American people rather than exploift them for private gain. 1
have noticed references to the “development’” of Yosemite National
Park. The fact is that the valley, the “developed area”, where
most people go, comprises 8 square miles, The rest of the park,
1,168 square miles, is the high Sierra wilderness. Such charges
only manifest a total ignorance of the national parks.

Contrary to the suggestion that nature lovers and mountain
lovers are well content with what they now have in the Katahdin
area, the plain fact is that they are filled with the greatest appre-
hension lest this unique area be devastated and ruined beyond
redemption. It is this feeling, and no other, which has prompted
the bill to make the entire area a national park, in order to pro-
tect and preserve it. It is_the pegple wha.
who are asking for this action. Their efforts to obfain ald from

TESHO! ion of the ares had been Ignored.
The records of the Committee on Public Lands, to which this bill
has been referred, show that, with one exception, the out-of-door
organizations have enthusiastically endorsed this bill.

Congressman BrREWSTER has explained the need for this bill and
what it will accomplish both for the area and the State. It is
such a logical extension of the motive which inspired Governor
Baxter that the project should receive his support. If there is
any feeling that his interests are not properly cared for and that
some revision might be made in the bill to more specifically pro-
vide for the preservation of the wilderness area in the Katahdin
region—to allay the fear that the National Park Service will not
Jjustly and competently perform its duty—this should be the sub-
ject of discussion, so that we may have a cooperative effort to
solve the Katahdin problems. Those who by opposing any con-
structive effort to go forward, encourage, and sanction the devasta-
tion which is becoming more threatening daily assume a very real
responsibility for the future of the Katahdin area. Soon the
Katahdin wilderness may be a thing of the past, and we shall
have to answer for what we could have, but have failed to
conserve,
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THY BAKTER o7 %o FokK IH & LHEB.

i

Article by Roneld L. Gower, Bditor of the Appalschian Kountein
Clubts EATAHDIN UILE, member of the Jouncil of that organization and
chairmen of 1ts Board of Excursions; brouzht up snd edugated in the
8tate of Maine; of a family who heve lived in Maine for nearly
200 years; traveled extensively in the wilderness regiona of northe
ern Maine, particulsrly about Katshdin, where he has condusted many
expeditions for the A.K.0.} author of numerous ariticles on Katahdin
and the adjacent regions, and has lestured on Katehdin in several
Stetes,

Heine has e mile high mountain, Katahdin, located in e
glorious wilderness, It is a unique mountsin, with great gué’gax ba«
sins ocarved into its flanks, high cliffs and an immense bmldoxzas
strewn table land,  The poople of the State of Maine 8 ’ s of
theiy htahaat monntain. partionlarly 1] unu 8 temm' governor ﬁm
Honorsble Percival P, Baxter, after twenty-aix yours of pttient;f—o‘tfar‘b ‘

and at grest personal expense, scguired most of the mountain and gave

it to the people of his 8tate Yto be forever held by the said 3tate

in Trust for the People of ¥aine for Stste Forest, Public Park and

Recreational purposes”, Laws of Meine,1933, Chapter 3,

Now comes a group of people, moast of whom live ocutside of
Few England, end pradtically all of vhom sre non-residents of Maine,
who have decided that this, Mainets wountain, shall forthwith be &
National Park, snd they sre determined to oram this Netional Perk bill
down the throats of the people of Maine whether they 1like it or nat,
It is not & Maine charsoteristic to submit thus tsmely; 4n fact, the
State of Mnine ia prether well known for the independense of its citie
zens, 83 the last nationsl election bore witness, It is believed that
they are atill sble to take ¢are of their own =2ffairs 4n thelr own
ghosen way, end for groups of citizens of other atatea to try to bring
pressure to bear upon what appeaprs to be the sole business of the State

of Meine, seems rather meddlesome,

An examination of the arguments advenged for the eatablish-
mt of a kt&onnl. l'lrk in ﬂua rogicn doea nat; duo;mo amy uaaon why

tz s f:«r\u thn.t tharekhm

’not bm maae mblk;
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poorly considered stetements made which seem to have been the work

of soms disgruntled person or group, but the necessity for an immedie
ate and drastic departurs from the long-plenned, orderly and undis-
turbed development of Mr. Baxtert's progrem is not apparent, The im-
portant scenic features of Ketshdin sre already ssfe within the Bax-
ter State Park area, True to his promise in the gradual unfolding
of his plan, ¥r. Bexter has Just récently sgquired title to approxi~
mately 18,000 acres (28 sq. miles) of edditonal land in the Ketahdin
region of a high order of soenic value, including Traveler Hountain
end some superbly logated ponds, This will quadruple the size of the
present Park and Justifies the faith in Mp, Baxter which so many of
his fellow ciltizens have expreased, Thus the foundstions of a:;“":ing.' ”
nificent State Park are being laid without recourse to the tuﬁqyern'
money, government interferenge and regimentatien, or fervent appeals
and eempaigns for damtiecns with shich to pey shrewd lend-cwners fat
pricea, The control of a Moine Park will remsin in the hands of
Maine people,

The "threstening dlsaster to the reglon® snd "feet approache
ing fate of Katshdin" which the supporters of the Natlonal Park Bill
go publicly bewail, moved rsther skowly for the first 113 years of
the Statets existende from 1820 to 1933, It might be well to allow
1t to move along at a dignified buo for a few years longer, inssmuch
V3 Y oax-éful examination of the area fails to disclose any reasaonable
needs which sre not being met, It should be remembered that theyStabe

(Lews of #aine 1833, Chapter 103 Resolves)
Park isanot yet five years old and that it requires some time to get
public matters set in order and running smoothly, Much better to besar
with underdevelopment for a while end bulld wisely snd well for the
future, Perhepa sertain unimportant mistakes have been made wwwe-
perhaps others will bey surely that 48 no worthy reason for plasing
the mountain beyond the control of the State foreverj Even the
Netional Park Servige hass been known to msake mistakes, (ontrary to
public statements made to the effest that the State has done nothihg
toward the meintenange of the Baxter 8tate Park, it should be record-
od that the last Maine Leglslature made sn sppropriation for this

purpose: that the State fire snd geme warden servise is maintained



in the Park as in all other Maine wild landsj and that shelters,
trails, snd other evidenges of maintenange have been rezularly cson-

atructed and kept in order simse 1933,

It ia the purpose of the deed of gift under which this
Park was ostabiished to preserve the wilderness chapaster of the
area, Extensive development 1s not contemplated nor desired, Er,
Boxter has written that "only small cabins for mountain climbers
should be allowed there, only trails for those who travel on foot
or on horseback,? It should be slways borne in mind that thia ree
gion has not yet been set spart for the type of use and development
that exists in the National Parks, This 48 2 wilderness srea from
which motor ¢syrs end all that they mean ere forever barred by ihe
terma of the gift to the State, No highways, no sréat laeg hotels,
no skyline drives, no summit rosds, no noisy social nﬂ, no rmm
sians, no semi-commercialized recreation, no roar of eivilisaetion, no
orders from Washington. This plage doez not beskon to great masses of
pleasure seeckers on wheels, For these there are ampls hotels else=
where in the State, The Baxter State Park invites those who are wille
ing to welk to get there, to carry thelr necessaries on their backs
snd who went solitude, close contast with nature and the mental and
physisal rebirth (not hacimeyed "regcresation®) that comes of these
things, )

This Boxter esrea was ac¢epted iIn trust by the legislature of
the 8tate of Maine representing the people of lMaine, which solemnly
covenanted with the donor thet, "these lands shall forever be used
for 8tate PForeat, Public Park and Hecreational purposes, shall fore
ever be left in the natural) wild state, shell forever be kept az a
sanctuery for wild beasts snd birds, and that no rosds or ways for mo-
tor ¥ehiolss shsll hereafter ever be comstructed therein ?gitérﬁ%ﬁgg.“
(Lawa of Maine 1933, Chapter 3.) ¥ith the above provisions,scarried
out, succeeding generations will have something worthvhile to enjoy
at a time when the pressure of civiliszation will doubtless be greater
then 1t now i3 but i1f a National Park is established here, thres of
these four provisions in the Deed of ZTrust will be brokem,

. A distingeished laine citizen who hss held esn importent Peder~
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al office recently wrote the following siznificant peragrephs; hs
says "The heritage of Meine folks includes neither truat betraysl
nor inferlority complex, Yet, the recent proposel te convert a 8tate
Park into a Mational Park containa both & shady repudistion of a conp
tractual obligs tion duly ecknowledged by Act of legislature and & 00=-
vort confession of inability to msnsge the Statets own affairs, The
proposed surrender does not £it the Meine charagter and even were it
legal, would surely f£sil of popular endorsement,.,... However chapite
able I may try to be toward those who have in these late years as-
guired so lsrge & raith in centralized omiscienge, I have no patiende
with the compliant attitude toward breach of trust that s eems the
fashion of the day., 70 BE FOREVER RELD' 4s a atrong phrase, snd four
years would appeayr altogether too brief a perilod to meke an zet of
Isgislature & dead letter in Msine, even if 80 desired in wazhinsgon....
I would be ashamed of my native State if we aenaidered that a forested
peak up %n Nerthern Msaine could be bhetter administered as a public
reservation from Washington then from Augusta., I aclmowledge my hizh
regord for my friends and associmtes (in Washington) but I knew too
well the many dilsadventages, and wesknesses incldent to abaentee lend-
lordism in the national forests,.. It hss been difficult for me to
believe that the suggestion to make the State Park into a National
Park could be mede seriously, much less formulated into a Bill and
sponsored in Gongress by a former Governor of our State(Ralph O, Brews-
ter) supposedly cognizent of the 8tate Legislation releting to the
agcoptence of the Katahdin Deed of Iruat,”

Among the many glering mise-statements put forth by supporters of
the Nationsl Park Bill, is that there is n limitation in size on Stete
Perks in Msine of 10,000 acres, made by the 8tate Park Act, Imvs of
¥aine 1935, ghapter 144, which orested a State Park comnlsa:.on audf ret
tinect from ‘Baxta:- S8tate Pa:-k.v This law specificslly provides that it
dées not apply to Bexter State Park, The State Park Commisaion has
under its jurisdig tioﬁ a few 0ld abandoned fort logations (all of which
were purchased under Governor Baxterts edministrstion and by his di-
rection) the largeat of which is 100 sores and running down to three
or four acres in extent, These were small areas a}han forts were bullt

about the time of the Givil War and earlier, in fact some date bask to
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plock house days, This leaw of 1935 limits the »TATE Park Commission
and no one slse, ﬁnder the genoral lawa of the 8tate, however, the
‘Governor and Council or the legislature may sccept any smount of land
as a zift without limit. Outside of the sbove old fort loscutions,
the State of lMaine has no State Park other then Baxter State Fark,

Another mia~sta tement made by Fe‘lonal Park advogates 18 thst
Ex-Oovernor Baxter 4s a member of the Baxter State Fark Commission,
He is n‘ot nor has he ever been, aAnother is that there sre no care~
takers, whereas there have always been at least two and some times
three protesting both the e-sterly and westerly approaches to the
mou.ntai.n.‘ Another 1s that bathing is permitted in the water supply
at Chimney Pond vhich practice wes stopped years ago. 8till another
relates to the alleged outting of trees in the OGreat Basin by camps
ars for firewood, whereas only dead wood has been permitted to be
used for years., Regsrding the cutting of trees im the enxmdrma
section for the construction of the new shelters there, the mforé
enge gajined from some regent statements made is thet the entires fore
est anywhere near Chimney Pond has been destroyed, and that the re-
sulting eres 48 a2 sort of shambles, As a matter of fact, a rolative-
ly small ocutting has been made, vhich is fast growing up and will
leave no scars, This cutting does not run down to the shore of the
Pond which is uﬁul encircled by virgin spruse. Likewlse recent
statements mede as to the wumber of visitors to the Park are s8¢ gross-
ly exaggerated ma to be slmost fantastic,

It 18 especimrlly significant that the Chamber of Commersee of
| Millinooket, the town which is in s position to profit most by any
great influx of visitors to Katehdin, hes withdrawn its support of
the Ketional Park Bill snd has gone on public record agsinst it, In=-
olud?d in the roster of those orgsnisationa which have either gone on

' record agsinst the Bill, or have expressly denied it support ave:

Appalachian Mountain Qlub

Green Mountain Qlub (Wyanokie Section)
Brooklyn Institute of Art and S8ciences
Cosmopolitan Glub

The Wilderness Society

Explorer's glub

Nagsaciuaotts Forest and Park Associstion
Rew York Chapter, App. Ktu, ¢lub
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The Appalachian Mountain (lub, oldest and lergest mountain-
eering socisty in this country has long been interested in Ksotshe
din and is femilisr with the region involved., For over a half
century this Club has been sending excuraions into thia region and
gmong its members were many of the esrly explorers., The Glub has
for many years published the only gzulde book on Katshdin, Through
these numerous contac%s over such s long perlod, the Appalachien
Hountain ¢lub quite naturally has come to know the merits of any
questions involving Katahdin and the surrounding territory. A% »
the time the Qouncil of the Qlub went on record againat the Nation~
al Perk Bill, they suthorizad the following statement in publishing
their asation,

» STATEMINT PUBLISHED IN APPALACHIA
JUNE 1937, THE OFFICIAL PUBLIGATION OF THE APPALACHIAN HOUNTAIN OLUB,

S e W A AT 40T 80 AT A0S

"A bill recently filed in the Rationsl House of Rep=
resentatives provides for the eatsblishment of s Hetlone
el Purk st Ketshdin,

®There is slready o Baxter State Park there, In
1933 former Governor of Msine Percival P, Bexter gave
to the people of Maine an arsea of nearly 6000 acres,
includ ing most of the mountain which was "to be fore
eWer held by the said 8tate in trust for the people
of Haine", Under laws of Maine 1933 Chapter 3, page
460, the State formally accepted this zift thereby ene
tering into a covenant with the donor that these lands
"shall forever be used for State Forest, Public Park
end Reoreationa) purposes, shall forever be left 4n
the natursl wild state, shall foreover be képt a8 a sanc-
tuary for wild beasts snd birds and that no roads or ways
for motor vehisles shell hereafter ever be constructed ,

therein or therom,"

( "$0 go back to the beginning: for twentyesix
‘yesys Mr, Baxtor worked wery hapd te get the Btate of



Kaine to buy Katahdin for a& public park but withe
out anccess, Bills sponsored by him in this cone
nection wore repestedly killed by certain powerful
politieal and business groups who were fearful lest
the people of the State who, it mizht be noted, once
owned millions of scres of kKeine's hest forest landa
should become park or forest minded., Finally he de-
termined to take the metter into hils own hends, and
after more years of patient walting, the exercise
of much tact, and the expenditure of considerable

noney, he acquired Katahdin,

"Since that time much has been done to make the
mountain sccessible, through the efforts of Mr. Bax-
ter snd Assistsnt Forester Jemes W, Sewall, who ebe
tained offieisl sanction to mske thies a J.0.0, pro=
jeot, Both of the road spprosches (S.E., and &,%,)
have besn msde readily psssable for sutomoblles, and
have also besn conne¢ted together, ALl the princi-
pel treils have been cleared snd marked, those above
treeline oecirned snd pointed blue (except the Appa=~
lsshian Trail which waa done in vhite by the &,7.0.).
Twelve new shelters, auxilisry struotures, s rengerts
cabin, bridges end s swinming hole have been construct-
ed and one gsbin rebuilt, The Baxter State Park is
as yot only four yesrs old end naturelly some time is
required gredually to oomplete the projest. In fact,
not much more should be added if the area is to be
kept in its natural willd state, There are those who
think too nuch slready has been done,

"The firat resorded esscent of Eatehdin was over
150 yesrs agber that of Mt, Washington, OConsequente
ly 4t was virtually unknown, even &t s time when the
¥hite Mounteins were the playzground of New Enzland,
Due to the lateneaa of the preglon in becoming well
known, the wilderneas sapegt fortunately has been proe»



sorved in s large memsure for us even down t0 to-
day, There are sreas adjeoent to the mountain
whiich are rerely visited, and some which have neve~
er been explored, The mountain's wildness and
isolation combined with its natural grandeur hsve
ever been the cherm of Xetahdin, True mountain
lovers have for nesrly & gentury repeatedly made
thelr way through the =urriunding wilderness to
rejolee in the obstacles that must be surmounted

in achieving various objectives, Hany of the dif-
ficulties that formerly were encountered have bem
graduslly romoved. The experiende of "zoing to Kae
tshdin® 4s elas, not sltogether what it used to be.
However, much of the ruggedness of a trip inte this
region gan still be seved if the "improvemenis® are
stopped vhere they are and the replagcement of exist~
ing facilitles plenned with sareful thought for the
future,

"Under Nationsl Psrk sdministration it is ineve
itable that meny civilizing influences will of necesw
sity be brought to bear upon Katshdin and the wild
lands sdjecent to it, KHoads, skyline drives, concre-
ted parking plages at frequent intervals, and iron
pipe balustredes sre sll right in their proper situe
ation -e~- 390 are sidewalls and office tuildings,

All would be equally out of plage st Ketahdin, There
ere 80 meny other sections, both in end out of the
Retional Perks, whers one msy roll along comfortsbly
in onels motor car snd view remerkable scenery with-
out the bother of welkingz or climbing with a pack on
one's back, There sre also twenty million egres of
wild land in Haine outside the Katshdin region, from
which a National Perk mey be sreated, It is not clear
to many why the National Park Serviee should be asked
to interfers here where the present Baxter State Fark
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proamises to teke care of the ncods of this roe
glon most adoirsbly. ALl that is needed 18 s
littlo pationge snd some faith &in the donor of
the preamt Stats Park, who has thie aproe gone-
tinuelly in mind, and i3 gredually working out
wvhat secmn best for this particular segtion.
Already he haa promised "thet L tho Federsl
government will keep out of Xatshdin, I heve
intoeresting plans for the future that will mean
much to MHaine"., His thirty yeers of devotion
40 this reglon bmcked up by something more
tangzible than sonversation give & wolzht to hias
pledge which smst be reskoned with, It is fite

ting to end these notes with his own words, .

"Katahdin ehould and st alwaye remein the
wild, stormeawopt, untouched «by-nan pezion it
new 4ap that 18 its grest sherm, nly small
gabins for mountain clirbers should be sllewed
there, only trails for those who travel on foot
or on horsebagk, & plzc¢e vihore neture rules and

wvhepa the erestures of the forst hold undilsputed

dominton, As modern slvilizetion with Ita twmile

ers znd hot dog stands, ita redlo and jazz, onw
eroaches on the Kalno wilderness, the time may
yet cone when mly the Kstehdin re:ion pemaine
undefiled by men®,

"after considering erzuments for snd ageinet

the proposed pork and gertain other finformmtion
in addition thereto whish 4t 32 not dsomed pru-
dent to sat forth in o publication of this nae
ture, the (ouncil of the Appalachien Mountain

glub on May sixth, 1937, VOTED: Thet the Appae

e

daghien Mountain Club jo on mac@d u eppoud te H.R.5864

H.R,6599). "To provide fop
the Eatendin ¥ '

n of the ' 1o lapds of the
of mmttm be nﬂuw. and the tomu.

if sppointed to the Appulschisa Trell Qonferense

be tnatmm to vote in sscordange with thias mm.
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July/s, 1937,

¥r., Percival Bexter,

| Portland, Maine.

Dear ¥r. Baxter:

A trail conference was held in the Great Smoky Moun-
tains National Park last week, to which trail organizations
of Maine sent three deslegates. The motion was made to work
for a Mount Katahdin Nationsl Park. A number of trail or-
ganizationsmuth of Maine were for it in a general way,
but it was supposed that the Maine delegates would opposc{
the project. In that case the motion would not have v
passed. The three delegates from Maine, however, were
silent. They neither favored nor opposed, and the re<
solution was passed. :

Thus the Mount Katahdin National Park becomes a
project of the general Appalachian Trail Conference
and estasblishes the Nationel Park Service as favor-

Is Maine going to ot hikere from other states
dispose of her wilderness without even 1lifting a

voice?
Sincerely yours, F\AM)\
Permenent Secre :

RSVY:E
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July 12, 1937,

Mr. Percival Baxter,
Portland, Maine. .

Dear Mr. Baxter:

[

OFFICERS

ROBERT STERLING YARD
PRESIDENT
PERMANENT SECRKTARY

BENTON MACKAYE
VICE PRESIDENT

HAROLD C. ANDERSON
TREASURER

Further details of the Trail Conference in the Great Smokles,
of which I wrote you a couple of days ago, confirm what I then
said and show that the Appalachian Mountain Club of Boston, by
far the most influential organization of its type in New ingla.nd,

came to the Conference,

like the Maine delegates, without any

opinion on the proposal to make a national park of Katahdin.

They left without any opinion but with the general understanding

that one of their number, Ronald Gower of Newton, Massachusetts,
had seen K_atahd.in and that they would follow his advice.

The impression that my new informant got was that Mr. Gower
thought well of the National Park Service and would probably

swing the Club in favor of the bill in Congress.

Sincerely yours,

AN ANy,

RSY:B

4
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Dear Presldent Yard -

X hsve your letters ef the etghth end twelfth or
this month end have resd them with interest. _

Perhaps I did not mention to you in my former cor-
respondence that the Appalachian Club 1in Boston passed &
strong resolution against natlonalizing the EKatahdln area
and this pesolution has been sent to the Natlonal Park Service.
The Hational Park Service in so far as I am awsre has not yet
taken any stand on the proje¢t and the Congressman who intro-
duced it is reported ss havinz said that he was planning to 4o
nethi.ng, more about it dnri.ng tha pfeseat session, w

xnmhttwefmomhmtmkef&gﬁwera
favoring the Bational Park projest but fn this X em glak to . -
say you heayve been misinformed becsuse Mr, (ower Is m
opposed to it and has taken & strong and definite at You -
860 wo sre not without friends on our side, About sll w can
do at present 1s to remain on zuerd and swailt the next Sessien
of Congress,

recently visited both the East and ¥West sides of Ka~
tshdin and found conditions excellent. There are a sufficlient
nunber of Adirondack shelters and fire-plaées and the tollet are
rangerients are such as sre necded in a country like Katahdin.
You will also be interested to Imow that the report that the
State legislature refused to mske any appropristion for Baxter
State Park 1s erroneous, The leglslature appropriated $1,000,
and the Park Commiasion will expend this prudently.

. There 13 no truth in the report that any number of
trees have been cut down or that the wilderness has been defaced,
A few trees were cut to bulld shelters but nature already hes
heanled the slight scars.

‘ C‘}!)’EJ{(/

All this talk about Eainé's not sppreciating the zift
and wanting to be rid of it is propeganda for those who
wish to make political capital for themseolves,

o~ | | Very truly yours f f
ir. Robert Sterlinz Yard, ' v

President The ™ilderness Soclety
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July 16, 1937, ‘/// |

Hon. Percival Baxter,
Portland, Maine.

My dear Governor:

Yours of the 1l4th is a great relief to me. We have had
(and may still have) work of a difficult kind for the last two
years helping a Vermont group, orgenized for the purpose, to
keep the Green Mountains a state responsibility. The reports
I had of the Appalachian Trail mceting made me fear that ]laine
was going the same way. You have set fears at rest and sureé
me a happy visit to Maine. ,‘.

My intimate relations of many years with the National Park
Service, not always sympathetic , permit me to confirm what you
say of its attitude toward Xatahdin. The expansion group, now
in the saddle, is most expectant of acquiring Katahdin, b\zf.
nothing has been said or done yet openly. These men are active
opportunists, keen to rival the Forest Service in influence, even
in gize of appropriations, and ready to jump with encouragement.
The state situation as you describe it, if brought to their at-
tention in some official way which may sappear incidental, will
kill the alertness that now inspires them. "Not yet," I can
hear them say a little grimly.

I promise myself a call on you as I pass through Fortland.
I want to meet state ofrficials interested intizately in con-
servational development, and make some acquaintance among or-
ganized outdoor men. Perhaps you can suggest whom it would
be helpful to know.

Sincerely yours,
W
RSY:E //

e



Desp Err, Yerg =

I received your letber snd rezd it with interest. It
1s true thet the Hztional Perk Service hes hed one Or more man
in Eeine recently looking over the Eatehdin erea, snd liks
yourself I shsll be interested to lesrn what comes of this lae
“ter on.

It may be that the Hetionsl Perk people.s culd like tho
‘take Kstshdin but I do not sce bow they ¢sn do sB unlcss I
eonsent end there is rno possible chance of my doing so.

: If you otceslonelliy zo to the SOMb gpessionsl Library,
I sugzest that you look up the laws of keine 1933, Chapter 3,
Pege 460, in which you will see thet the Stete of kaine &c=
eepts the gift of Fatahdin TI0 ﬁa FOREVEL HELD BY 7HE 541D
STATE ¥ ToUS8T FOR THE duPMu or w& HE ¥OH S8TATE F *E&Z, PUB~
LIC PLRE ARD REOHEAPIOEAL PUnPOSES®. This langusge is es
stronz as cen be made and I mm confident thet the State of
Leirne will never via,ﬁta this ?Fhuﬁ, :

~8ince this discussicn hsas 9riseﬁ I hsve esked nell in-
formed lﬁayers in ¥eine whaet would happen If the Stateghould
ever sttexpt to divest its elf of tﬁu title of Et, Estahdin

and they tell me that the mountein would then revert o me, the
donor. I csnnot conceive, howsy r, of the Legislsta*e of Haine
‘passing 8 lsy such as hes hesn s gested by one of our Qongresse
men, HKobtwithstending bh¢5~~ m t wot ah.Cﬁvblop¢e3ts znd be
prepered for a“ytaiae S

: I en ple&ssd that you eﬂzsyev your trip Iz Hzine snd
,I,am sure thet your presence hiere wes helpful.

¥ith my kindest regerds,

To- Sincerely,

Er, Robert 3teriing Yard
President-Permarient Segretary
ihe ¥ilderness Society

fo. 1840 Eintwocod Flace
veshington

Dic.
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

WASHINGTON ‘

September 28, 1937

Hon. Percival P, Baxter,
Portland,
Maine.

Dear Mr. Baxter:

As you know the National Park.Service has recently completed a
comprehensive field survey of the Mount Katahdin region. This work
was required in order that we might more definitely ascertain and
report upon the values of the region for national park purposes. It
is considered proper that the final report by this Department for the
House Public Lands Committee on Congressman Brewster's Bills H.R. 5864
and H.R. 6599 be prepared as soon as possible now that field work to
date has been sufficient to provide a rather clear general knowledge
of park potentialities and accompanying conditions. :

. il S

Senator Frederick Hale has been kind enough to write in youl"; be~ < "¢
half, calling our attention to your great interest in the Mount Katah-
din country and indicating that you would appreciate an opportunity to
discuss in Washington the viewpoint of the National Park Service on the
subject of possible establishment of a national park, in line with Con-
gressman Brewster's suggested legislation. We would be glad indeed to ..
have the benefit of your advice at any time convenient to you. '

The representative in charge of the recent field investigation
desired to contact you in Maine but at the time of his various informal
visits with authorities it was learned that you were busy in the Mari-
time Provinces. It is therefore especially pleasing to understand that
you may be enabled to confer in Washington.

Sincerely yours,

A. E. Demdray
Acting Director
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- DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR OCT 2 1937
8  NATIONAL PARK SERVICE OFFICE oF |
SENATQ—ﬁ Ly

' WASH]NGTON ' ——— T TIALE |

o Hon. Frederick Hele,
’ ’ - United States Senstor,
L ' Portland, Heine.

¥y 8cear Sensior Bele:

' ‘ In the abgence of Mrector Cammerer, I want to acknowl-
T  edge receipt of your letter to him of September 20, on the
LR - subject of ex-Governor Baxter's apprehensions in relation to

' . the future of Baxter State Park and surroundings.

The iaformstion conveyed to you by Mr. Bexter on recent
sctivities of the Nationsl Park Service in the Hount Xetahdin
region is correct. ®e have been called upon %o report im
the usual manner on the merite of %that srea for natiomal park
purposes, and our field investigstion was in line with that
regquest,

The fine values of Buxter Btate Park and wicinity are
fully apprecisted by this Service. Ye bhave no interest in
further development ¢f Baxter State Park, and we ghall, of
course, be pleased to discuss with Mr, Baxter our findings

- through field investigation at any time convenient %o him,
_.7 Car representative desired to meet Mr. Baxter following som-
- . pletion of the recent work in Maine, but found at the time
that Mr. Baxter wes visiting the Meritime Provinces and
therefore could not be reached.

sinceref? yours,
(56D Ic £/ DEMARAY

A. BE. Demray
Acting Director.
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CouNeaL -+ OrrFicens
AR rRicT oF coLuMBIA THE WILDERNESS SOCIETY "°“§L5§?£‘:‘;:::Y
L A L IvoRNIA 1840 MINTWOOD PLACE BENTON MACKAYE
HARVEY BROOME . . WASHINGTON, D. C. HAROLD C. ANDERSON
(RVING M. CLARK TREARURER
WASHINGTON )
BERNARD FRANK October 4, 1937.
DoRG LN JACKSN Honorable Percival P. Baxter,
ALDO LEOPOLD Portland, Maine.
WISCONSIN
BT tACaes Dear Mr. Baxter:
GEORGE MARSHALL
NEW YoRK The Park Service examining committee which
RO e aeoiuweia  has recently returned from Katahdin went there in accord.
OLAUS MURIE with the enclosed letter of last May, which explaing itself.
wroums It consisted of five speclalists, and they stayed there

ERNEST OBERWOLTZER  o9ght or ten days.  The report will advise taking over

ROBERT STERLING YARp URE€ Whole mountaln as a national park. It will be used
PISTRICTOF COLUMBIA  in putting over the scheme 1n Leglislature and Congress.

The calmness with which the Park Service
keeps after Katahdin, notwithstanding the conditions under
which you presented 1t to the State, comes of the guceess

by which, with one device or another, it has succeaded,in
recent years 1n getting all 1t wants from states. '\Propos-
ing that the nation shall gssume annual expenses forever

is always popular in States.

7 Of course, land for g national park must be
given to the nation, and what the State does not possess,
it must first acquire. Maine wlll have to buy all the
Katahdin property it does not now own. But it may, as
Virginia did with Shenandoah lands and Tennessee and North
Carolina with Great Smoky lands, fix commission the
price it will pay. It may, as those states did, force
.gales at 1ts own terms on ground of public need. They
went so far as to evict thousands of small farmers from
homes owned by their famillies for generations.

To raise the ften millions which Great
Smoky lands cost, the legiglatures of North Carclinag and
Tennessee each appropriated a milllon dollars, the people
of the stategeach railsed among themselves a million or
more, and John D. Rockefeller Jr. was persuaded to
contribute five millions. To ralse the purchase money
for Shenandoah lands, the Virginia legislature appropriated
a couple of millionsg, John D. Rockefeller Jr. gave half a
million, John D. Ryan gave a quarter million, and the rest
was ralsed by popular subscriptions during two or three
years pergonal campaigning in the State and the District
of Columbia. :

In Laine, as all the property is ovned by
forest owners except Baxter State Park, the proposition may

N



Honorable Percival P. Baxter,
Page 2
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be persuaded to sell to the State for a mere million. Perhaps
‘they may see profit in the park bringing a couple of million
motorists a year into thelr big forest, and give the land to
the park as a business venture.

However 1t may be done, there will remain only
the problem of getting the Baxter State Park into national park
hands. The Park Service does not appear to consider this
difficult. Following a precedent in New York State, the Maine
legislature may, if it Wishes, pass a resolution subgtituting
the United States Government for itself in your deed of gift to
the State, with the proviso that the purposes of the deed of
gift shall be fulfilled as originally specified, and the State
Government will make the deed over to its new trustee, which
will accept 1t upon passage of an act of Congress directing it
to do so.

This has been done several times, they told me
‘Saturday. The precedent wlll work perfectly provided the
Maine 1egislature will do 1its part.

You will know more gbout that than I, but I
ghould think your chances would be very much better if Maine
had a strong state conservation spirit under vigorous :
defensive organlization, determined to maintain her wealth of
outdoor treasure in her own control.

There 1s no conservation organization in Maine
except that of the State Federation of Women's Clubs. Your
. 0l1ld State Forestry Associatlon is now a department of the Land
Owners' Asgsociagtion, and your 0ld State Wild Life Assoclation
has petered out; it still has state officers, but they them-
gselves told me this summer it has had no meeting for several
years and may never have another; 1ts hunting and fishing club
members take what the forest owners dole them;

Official quality in the State Capitol is fine,
but without organized public opinion to inspire and back them,
and with so little state land, they necessarily follow Land
Owners! wishes. It 1s easy %o see with whom the Park Service
hag to deal. Perhaps it has already made its deal.

We are doing what we can, but it 1s absurdly
little. I did my best to get in touch with the State Federa-
tion in July but no executive was at home when I was in her.
town. . I am suggesting to strong men in neighbor states the
creation of a New England Conservation Assoclation.

Sincerely yours,

RSY:F



October
8ixth
198379

Dear h&'. Yord -

I have your 1nterest$.nr lettef' of the four th.
From what you say, apperently the Perk Service has mede
up $ts mind to recommend & Park in the EKetehdin District,
Be that sas it mey, hmevar, I still have feith in the
Hedne leglslsture and et least vhile I g#m slive the
Legislature will never violete 4ts Trust which was crested

- when I dounsted the Baxter State Perk to the people of
. ¥eine, - Horeover, I come from a long lived femily end msy
'vbe spared for many years., &Ky fﬁther was ninety end head

t not been for sn scclident my mcther without doubt would

‘ ha*;ze amast to that age.

/fw/

- As gcu 88y, the leng areund iiatal:din 1£ chiefly
ovned by large corporstioms and I know that they depend

‘;L;)an the wood in thet sree for & continuing supply for
' »thair mills : . ,

The information vhich you sive me will be of dis-

~tinet assistance and 1t eertainly will be interesting to
“ewelt the development of this metter, As for mysedf, I
shall stand firm end no pressure can be brought to beer
upon me to induce me to comsent to & bresch of trust,

: If you hear enything more I hope you will keep

| : m S.nformed.

To-

E’ith porsonal regards,

Sincerely

¥r. Robert Steriing Yard
The ¥Wilderness Soclety
1840 ﬁj_ntwood Place
washingt :

D.Co
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COUNCIL. o OFFICERS
) ROBERT STERLING YARD
A oric OF CoruuBIA THE WlLDERNESS SOCIETY PRRSDENT |
A A TroRIIA 1840 MINTWOOD PLACE : BENTON MACKAYE ‘
VICE PRESIDENT
HARV%:EI:C.)&MI . WASHINGTON, D. C. HARQ:#:&E& RA.:n:nsoN
(RVING M. CLARK
WASHINGTON
R e October 12, 1937.
DORGTHY SACHS JACKSON
MARYLAND Honorable Percival E. Baxter,
ALDO coneiN Portland, Maine.
BENTON MACKAYE _
MASSACHUSETTS Dear Mr‘ Baxter:

GEORGE MARSHALL
NEW YORK

ROBERT MARSHALL Your letter has the real ring, giving me good
pistrict of colusia  hope that we shall save Katahdin from a million motorists.
OLAUS MURIE Other fights like 1t have been lost largely because no one
ERNEST OBERHOLTZER of eminence in the home state had the interest or the nerve
MINNESOTA to stand out against political shouting for state income at
ROBERT STERLING YARD natlional expense. There was a time when a single Virginian
of high standing could have kept Shenandoah out of the ,
National Parks System. There was a time when one Kentuckian
of high prominence could have retained Mammoth Cave as a
Kentucky enterprize.

Any chance at Uncle Sam's money bagsuexcites
Congressmen and State Offieials to frenzy. It isn't ‘so. much
that the State needs the money as they need the votes they
think their assoclation with the money-getting will give them
at the next electlon. One Congregsman starts it and all the
rest charge in lest he should galn a political advantage. So
with the Legislature. Each tries to shout louder than the
rest that it was his plan.. And all this shouting excites
the newspapers and the people. First thing you know, a
whole state is roaring for something nobody knows a thing
about, and the wise business men who oppose button up their
mouths for fear of losing customers or clients by "opposing
the prosperity of the State.®

You are right in at the start, and now's the
time. IJtts like the story of the hole in the dike. A
single finger can stop it now, bit after the tide rises it
can't ever be stopped.

I'm sending you a report I'm making to our
Council. You'!ll find there that the Park Service has been
very busy in the Green Mountalins, too. It'!'s got the Governor
cold. I've seen the elaborate map of the park plan.

But they're not going to get the park in the
Green Mountalns becauge public sentiment was aroused against
this plan's predecessor a year ago. Therets something %o
base opposition upon. The Governor is not going to make g
eonsiderable body of enemies.



In Maine, it seems to be Brewster, not the
Governor, that the Park Service has landed. If he could
only be scared a 11ttle about hils next election! Unfor-
tunately, there is no conservation public in Maine to
gscare him with,

- The report I send you is not for
publication, but it will be the basls of a Wilderness
News which we'll send out a few weeks from now. Ita
like to have your 1ldeas, confidentially, meantime.

Sincerely,

.

RSY:F
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Again on April 22, 1937, at Park Service request, Representative Brewster

1ntroduced a bill in the House (H.R.6599) to that end, and the Park Service planned
"a complete investigation" for late in the Summer. df‘

Baxter State Park

There lives in Portland, Maine, a man with whom the Nationmal Park Service must
reckon. On February 9, 1933, the Maine Legislature accepted the gift of nine square
miles of the top of Mount Katahdin from Perceival E, Baxter, twlce Governor of the
State, "to be forever held by the said State in trust for the people of Maine."

To acquire the area, Mr, Baxter has said, "took me twenty-six years of the
hardest work against the opposition of certain powerful political and business groups,"
Also it cost him a great deal of money.

"Katahdin should always and must remain", he wrote last May, "the wild, storm-
swept; untouched-by-man region it now is; that is its greatest charm. Only small
cabins for mountain climbers should be allowed there, only trails for those who travel
on foot or horseback, a place where nature rules and where the creatures of the forest
hold undisputed dominion. As modern civiliszation with its trailers end hot dog stands,
its radio and jazz, encroaches on the Maine wilderness, the time may yet come when
only the Katahdin region remains undefiled by man." .

Late in July, he told me in his office in Portland that, having now retired from
politics and business, he meant to devote the rest of his life to safeguarding and
developing this greatest State possession. i

At this time he kmew of the Brewster bill, but we did not talk about it. He
must have known of the Park Service's original investigation of the area, but
apperently did not anticipate the final investigation to come, and neither of course
did I, He advised me about seeing the Katahdin country, making notes in red ink on
maps. I carried greetings from him to people I should meet and some of whom I met.

It was not until late in the Summer at home that I knew of the final investigation.
It had been made by four or five park specialists and had lasted ten days. The
committee is now working on a report which will enthusiastically recommend that the
National Park Service should acquire Mount Katahdin as a national park, including the
nine square miles of swmmit known as Baxter Stats Park. '

How Can the Park Service Get Katahdin?

To get this national park, the National Park Service must persuade Maine to
.acquire by purchase the lands she does not now possess and give them to the national
government together with those she already owns. These lands now belong to four or
five lumber companies, one of which also owns the pulp mills at and near Millinockst,

How much the State will have to pay these companies for Katahdin, and how it
will roise the money to pay are undetermined questions. And what profit the State
will expect the national park to return to State business in order to justify its

investment is not known.

The project will move slowly and follow the general program by which Shenandoah,
Mammoth Cave and Great Smoky Mountains National Parks were procured. North Carolina
and Tennessee appropriated two million dollars each toward the purchase of Great Smoky
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lands upon representations of the "national park committee" that it would bring a
couple of million profitable motorists annually into the business of the State.
Virginia appropriated a like amount toward the purchase of Shenandoah lands upon
similar official predictions of income from motors. Also, nearly a million each was
raised by subscription from individusls and businesses in all three states, besides.
which John D. Rockefeller, Jr. gave five million toward Great Smoky and he and =~ %
John D. Ryan part of a million toward Shenandoah. v

How many visiting motors a year will have to be guaranteed to Katahdin to
persuade the forest owners to sell, justify the State Legislature to appropriate and
induce common peéople and businesses to collect private subscriptions? That's for
Maine to say. It will be her job. Several years ago a similar bill was passed for
a national park in the Everglades with the proviso that Florida will come over with
the cash. Florida hasn't come over yet. Perhaps she never will, But the act still

hangs over the State.

To get the Baxter State Park into Federal possession, the legislature must
substitute the National Government for Mr. Baxter in the deed which Mr., Baxter zave
the State in 19353, specifying that the new trustee must carry out its provisions;
and Congress must accept the trust., There are several precedents for this
method of defeating Mr. Baxter's purpose in deeding the mountain to the State. The
one to be used is furnished by New York State.

Skyline in Disguise ,
| '1

You hear nothing more in Vermont about the twice-beaten-at-home Green Mountain
Skyline, but you do hear about a Mount Mansfield National Park.

Recalling that the original skyline had avoided Mansfield because too commonly
patronized, and that recently our members there reported rumors that the Skyline was
to be got indirectly through a national park, I dropped in to look around. . Besides,
it was high time we knew the Green Mountains better.

The Wilderness Society has warm friends in Vermont and will have more. I
encountered no sentiment favoring the transfer of State scenery and recreation to the
federal government except in a small group around the Governor at the State Capitol
and another in Burlington, remmamts of the skyline promotion of the former adminis-
tration., The present Governor was Lieutenant Governor then.

The spirit of Vermont scenery is unique. Just as Maine strikes the forest note
without mountain accent, so Vermont is in some real sense the Green Mountains. Thess
are less than the White Mountains in altitude and mass but ccmbine a sharper emphasis,
even sternness of line with a gentler, even sparkling, quality of intervening wvalley.
Farms are fenced with towering crags. Villages border gay streams through smart
defiles., Houses of old colonial are white as the marble outeroppings on high

backgrounds.

Somewhat west of the center of the State, the high range reaches from the
Massachusetts border to Quebec and is crossed by a dozen main highways. But all
Vermont is beautified by the outlying ranges, ridges and masses once connected parts,
though by no means all, now, of the central body. A country so individual and unique
needs stout character and home-grown appreciation of home for its defense. Vermont

has them in her own people.



Everywhere I heard of the pending drive of the National Park Service to sieze the
climax of the State's sparkling beauty for its own. It had failed in consecutive
drives in the Legislature and by reference to the people. It was now or never.

In the Legislature just closed, the Governor had procured a Joint Resolution
(Number 258, April 10, 1937) authorizing him to appoint a commission of five "to i
congider the desirability of the establishment of & national park within the state",
and to take such preliminary steps "as may seem advisable,"

Members of this commission were required to serve without compensation for ten
years if that many should be necessary and report progress once a year, The
ocomnission was authorized "to accept in the name of the state grants of land and
options for the purchase of land from willing givers within the area approved by the
national park service as a prospective site for such park, such gifts and options to
be contingent upon the approval by the legislature of the establishment of a national
park; to accept in the name of the state outright or contingent gifts or grants of
money or other property made for any purpose connected with the establishment of such
national park; to expend such money or the income or proceeds from such property
subject to limitations placed thereon by the donors, in making studies and investiga-
tions, acquiring lands within such area and binding options, and in meeting other
expenses incurred in the performance of its duties. The auditor of accounts shall
issue his warrants for any such expenditures on receipt of vouchers approved by the
governor, and the treasurer shall pay the same out of any funds standing to the

credit of the commission."

If the park is not achieved in the ten years, the property and remainin% money
will be returned. ,

At Montpelier I was told that the Governor would appoint the commission at once,
but I was unable to see the plans on which the National Park Service hsd been
industriously working. So off we went for Mount Mansfield, drove its summit by an
excellent road in twenty minutes, lunched in the roomy hotel we found there, saw the
views East to Katahdin and west to Whiteface and descended to explore the beautiful,
well-farmed, comfortably populated country which later, on seeing the map, we
verified as the "park" that the National Park Service wants.

The proposed Mount Mansfield National Park is twenty-six miles long from
Cambridge on the North (Sece any motor road map) to Jerusalem on the South~(due West
from Montpelier). It includes two considerable areas of State Forest, one around
Mount Mansfield and the other around Camel's Hump. It is crossed by two main
highways heavily travelled, one the principal highway connecting Montpelier and the
East with Burlington and the Lake Champlain ferries. There are also minor roads and

the chance for a skyline drive.

That was the situation in August. In late September a State official wrote me
from Montpelier that the Governor had found no one willing to accept appointment to
the commission,

"The feeling in the locality is to have the land under State ownership rather
than federal."
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The Stuff that Dreams are Made of

Those of us who are familiar with National Park Service ambitions will find the
following guess very probable indeed of what is in the minds of its officials for
New England. Since it has abandoned standards, its dreams for all America would
surprise you. '

1., A park-to-park highway northward through Connecticut, the Berkshire Hills
and Green Mountains to a Mount Mansfield National Park in Vermont, with
spurs westward to Saratoge National Park in New York and northward to
Canada; and

2. From Mount Mansfield Nationel Park, a park-to-park highway east through
a White Mountains National Park in New Hampshire to Mount Katahdin National
Park in Maine; and :

3. PFrom Mount Katahdin National Park, a federal park-to-park to Acadia
National Park in Maine, connecting with the seashore highways.

Dreaming quite as fascinating if not yet so well defined doubtless
connects the loose ends of the New England Park-to-Park with additions
through national historic sites in Massachusetts and Connecticut, also
through Hudson River, New Jersey, Pennsylvania and Maryland sites, to
merge into the Shenandoah Skyline Drive south. That, now far advanced,
eventually will end with the mountains in Georgia. )

i
1

When dreams shall thus be realized in the east as they are in the west, where,
within my personal recollection, a national park-to-park highway was once thought
as daring a venture; and when the two park-to-parks should be connected across
north and south so to encircle the country (there's a start in Michigan), the
politioal influence of the Park Service may quite equal that of the Forest Service.
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Gotober
thirteenth
1 8 & %

thet Pgreat loz cebin holtels™ and similay developments

would be cerested in the Katehdin region, for appsrsnily

you egree with me thet this yot unspslled area should be
praserved in its Pnsturel vild stotel. '

_ Also, 1like yourself I 2m opposed 1o zhal you r=fer to
es the Fexpioitetiion of the aree For regcreaticnsl porpose
es® end in wy pind there is rno guestion but that this is one
ef the msjor motives belind the proposed messure., There is
e&lso & distinet personal political sngle invelwved sbout
which I corld tell you nore Sefinitely In comversetion,

It certeinly would sive me plessurs o nmeet you in
Yeghington but py visibs there sre infreguenit. I =2 sure,
egs0sistes heve no interest in
this meiter other ithern sn unselfish one for the benefit of
Patures gencrations.

*ith kind regerds.

(SIGNED) PERGIVAL P. BAXTER.

To=

President Avcricsn ¥oture Associntion
Bo. 1214 1i0th Sitress, B.7.
Tashington

D.C,




TO-

Hon.

Vir
v
i

Gctobaor
tventy-eizhth
1937

Doeyr ¥ellace =

I an plessed to have your letter and hope to
see you befere you go to Yeshington, It mey be thst I
shell be in Isv :‘.ut:m before lo"w and if so shall ¢all up-
on yOu,

I wvent to ¥ashington on londey and had an inter-
esting end satisfactory conversation with ¥r, Demeray,
Auting Director of the Hotiomal Perk Service, ¥Ye discussed
the XKetshdin situstion with the result that he seid to me
that his report to the Congressionel Qommittee would be
thet slthouzh Ketshdin asnd the sprrounding country in the
opinion of the Park Depertment s of rxatiozzal park si atus,
his Depsrtment would not wish to recomend the pussege of
the bill on account of the existence of Baxter State Ferk
end my unwillingness to have thils transferred to the Fede
ersl Governnment,

X found Fr, Demsrsy snd two of nis associetes
that I telked with, Er, €oilins =nd Hp, Besllsrd, very feir.
and ressonsble and they seemed 1o spprecinte ‘:?;?}‘lat I hsd
done for the Stete end said it would not be Yethical® for
the Netionel Park Service t0 press this matter ageinst oy
wishes, I returned home much relieved in spirit and hope
that thils will settle the metter, Of course men change
their minds mnd I ssk you &nd Sencstor Hale 10 keep in rouch
with this mstter =0 that if snything should develop I can
tske further aection, I certainly am grateful to you for
your cooperation,

¥ith kind regards,

S8ingcerely,

mellsee H, Fhite

Iewiston

¥aine,



« Conservation *

A part of Nature Magazine each month is devoted to the

expression of practical opinions on the vital issues affecting

our use and abuse of natural resources, including wildlife,

and dedicated to the purpose of assisting Americans to play

a militant part in the attainment of constructive conserva-
tion aims.

Proposals for the creation of
new National Parks have been
frequent. Many of these have

NEW PARK
- PROPOSED

by some local commercial interest. Some have been re-
jected; others have been successful in adding areas to our
system of National Parks at the expense of the properly
high standards originally set for a National Park.

“The most recent'proposal, however, is one that merits
the most careful consideration. We refer to the movement
to set aside five hundred and four square miles of the
Maine wilderness, known generally as the Katahdin re-
gion, as Katahdin National Park. An enabling act to this
end has been filed in Congress by Ralph O. Brewster
of Maine. The region involved and its outstanding merits

. are described elsewhere in this issue by Myron H. Avery,
Chairman of the Appalachian Trail Conference, a State-
of-Mainer, hiker and lover of the outdoors and the
wilderness. We need take no more space here to discuss
the outstanding values of this region beyond saying that
another decade will see it exploited by the axe and other
commercialism beyond any possibility of redemption.

It is, however, pertinent to consider two or three points
that have arisen in connection with the Katahdin Park
movement. Opposition to it has come from what is, to us,
a rather surprising source. We find Percival P. Baxter,
former Governor of Maine, sincere conservationist and
splendid citizen, against the proposal.

Over a period of twenty-six years Mr. Baxter, in the
face of political and commercial opposition, acquired the
summit of Mount Katahdin and contiguous area totalling
nine square miles. This he deeded to the State of Maine
in perpetuity, and the area is now known as Baxter State

been inspired by local pride or

: A

Park, Its donor naturally feels that this gift should :émam
the property of the people of his State and should ot be
transferred to the Federal Government. Whatevé} the
merits of this controversy, we see no reason why Baxter
State Park can not and should not remain the property of
Maine. However, under Maine law no State Park ‘may
exceed ten thousand acres, which means that little ¢ould
be added to the present area as protection for the
mountarn, .

It is there that the importance of the Katahdin Park
proposal seems to us to center. We have seen cities set
aside and develop beautiful park areas only to have them
surrounded by billboards and other nuisances. Compar-
ably, if the region close to Baxter Park is to be logged off,
laced with roads and otherwise opened up—and there
is no protection against such activities—the present
reservation is irreparably damaged. If we could afford it
we would buy lots on all four sides of our home to
protect us from architectural atrocities and other ill-ad-
vised acts of man. That is what a Katahdin National
Park would do for Mt. Katahdin and Mr. Baxter's gift
to the State of Maine.

There appears also to be doubt in Mr. Baxter’s mind
as to what the National Park Service might do to the
Katahdin region. He fears over-development, the build-
ing of scenic highways through the area, the civilization
of a wilderness that is within the rubber-tired reach of
millions. Mr. Baxter has basis for such fears, and we
should like to see some definite guarantee against such
development. We believe that the National Park Service
would wish to treat this area as it should be treated. At
the same time the Service is under pressure from political
and local commercial interests to so develop some of the
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properties entrusted to it by the people so that the max-
imum number of tourists will be attracted.

At the present time Baxter State Park is suffering from
under rather than over-development. The Maine authori-
ties seem to exhibit a vast lack of interest in it. It is
unsupervised. More and more people are seeking the out-
doors on foot with packs on their backs, yet no provision
is made for this increase. A few lean-tos near the base
of Katahdin at Chimney Pond, where concentration
should be minimized rather than increased, were recently
put in by some tree-butcher without regard for proper
placement. Thus certainly this Maine State Park would
hardly suffer by being surrounded by properly controlled
National Park areas. The paramount issue is the preserva-
tion of the larger Katahdin wilderness, and the question

It is doubtful whether there has

PAGING o
: ever been filmed a scene more
MR. CROW starkly exciting than the mad

battle against the grasshopper

hordes in "The Good Earth”. Yet shortly after we saw
this great motion picture we saw briefly in 2 news reel a
picture of an American farmer, his wife and children
pathetically killing grasshoppers among the rows of their
ill-fated corn crop.

There was, in both of these scenes, a lesson in con-
servation. There have always been cases of devastating
swarming of grasshoppers. In this country they have
always been worst on the normally treeless plains where
there is little or no bird life. In China, where the de-
struction of tree and bird life has been going on for
centuries, it is only natural that such insect devastation
should occur unchecked by any other force of Nature. In
most parts of the United States this should not be the
case. Yet even here the prospects are not bright if we
continue mass killing of the birds that Nature provided to
maintain her balance.

The now classic instance -of birddom’s rallying to the
side of man in the insect battle is the gathering of the
gulls near Great Salt Lake to check the grasshoppers and
crickets. But gulls cannot be expected to come to the aid
of Kansas, Ohio, Illinois, Wisconsin, or other of our
mid-Western States. They must rely largely on resident
birds. Yet these and other states are either encouraging,
or actually promoting, the systematic destruction of a
great ally against the grasshopper and other destructive
spring and summer insects. That ally, whether the state
conservation departments, the arms and ammunition com-
pany propagandists, or others like it or not, is the crow.

Between early April and late August crows depend
upon insects. for more than one-third of their food. Ex-
tensive analysis of the contents of crows’ stomachs reveals
that one hundred grasshoppers eaten during an hour or
two of feeding is no feat for a crow. A group of four
nestling crows will keep the parent busy for an hour or
* s0, and in that time consume 400 grasshoppers. Analysis

of where should remain the title to these nine square
miles should not obscure the major issue, or lead to ir-
reparable losses.

We believe that these differences can be easily ironed
out. We hope that Mr. Baxter will join forces in this
and aid in preserving this glorious Maine wilderness for
posterity. And there, it seems to us, is the vital con-
sideration. Now that the Great Smokies are preserved,
and the Everglades Park plan is progressing, the Katahdin
region is our last remaining substantial wilderness in the
East. It should be preserved. Delay is dangerous. But in
endorsing this proposal may we say that we would fight
to the last ditch against the betrayal of the Katahdin
region to selfish ‘political or commercial interests that
would make a glorified public camping ground out of it.

of the stomachs of 157 crows in a grasshoppet-infested
area showed 151 of them to have eaten generously of the
insects. The evidence of the crow’s importance in holding
this insect pest in check is voluminous and indisputable.

About some of the trading posts in central Canada,
where grasshoppers periodically ravage the vegetable gar-
dens, both Indians and whites appreciaté the help of the
crow and encourage the few that nest there}! as well as
the hordes of blackbirds, to feed freely thm&sghout the
summer about the villages. There even the children are
taught to protect these birds in gratxtude for payment
received in advance, v

Yet, on the other side of the shield, we find the Indiana
Department of Conservation, for instance, proudly boast-
ing that its campaign of prize awards for crow feet has
resulted in 194,271 fewer crows. If, with utter con-

© servatism, we say that each one of these crows, in the

face of grasshopper over-abundance, ate fifty insects a
day, then there would be 9,713,550 more grasshoppers
than if the crows had been left alive. And fifty a day
would be just whetting a hungry crow’s appetite. Multiply
this nearly ten million hoppers—that the kindly con-
servation commission has spared to eat the Hoosiér farm-
er’s products—by the fifteen or twenty days of a grass-
hopper invasion and we get some idea of how useful
a crow can be.

Of course, the b1g black birds are not the only victims
of these organized “vermin hunts”. Useful hawks and
owls are shot; in fact the philosophy of these hunts is
usually: “Shoot anything that flies. Who's to. know the
difference?”

Isn’t it about time we quit laying dust storms, floods,
insect invasions and such to acts of God or fate? Isn't it
about time we started using instead of abusing Nature’s
forces? Isn't it about time we acted upon the advice of
men who have devoted their lives to learning the facts,
instead of accepting as Gospel the opinions of the ignor-
ant, or the specious propaganda of the man who has
some ulterior motive?

It's not only about time, it’s past time.
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MOUNT KATAHDIP;I. SEEN AROSSKATAHDIN LAKE

This is one of the unforgettable views of the famous mountain, part of which is now in Baxte
Park. Photographed by Samusl Merrill, courtesy Appalachian Trail Conf

Katahdin and Its Country - \

Proposal for @ National Park in the wilderness of A T T
central Maine focuses attention on a glorious region B

By MYRON H. AVERY

EEP in the central Maine wilderness lies a region
D that bids fair to attain a rightly deserved pre-
eminence in the ever increasing chain of federal
reservations. It is 2 land of towering, glistening, bare
granite peaks, interspersed with lower ranges mantled
with the sombre-hued spruce and fir cover of the North
Woods, the pattern of which is broken only by the silver
sheen of lakes and streams, so numerous that, as one
climber wrote, they resemble the scattered broken frag-
ments of a mirror, so did they heliograph to the sum-
"mits. It is 2 land of utter loneliness, deserted and as
much a wilderness—save for casual travelers in the short
summer months—as when the first explorer ventured
into this domain 133 years ago.
1t is this hinterland of the North Woods wilderness,
widely known as the “Katahdin Country”, this land of
mountain, forest, lake and stream, that the Katahdin
National Park Bill (H.R. 6599), introduced by Con-
gressman Ralph O. Brewster of Maine, seeks to preserve
forever in its larger whole as a heritage of the American
people. _
Katahdin, the mountain, has few peers in the esteem
of those who, like the psalmist of old, seek the hills. It
was always thus. In the Indian language Katahdin,
“Kette Adene”, means “the greatest mountain”—an ob-
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ject of awe and fear—the home of the devastating spirit
of Pamola, the guardian spirit of the mountain. When
in 1804 the Scituate surveyor, Chatles Turner, Jr., first
reached the summit from the Penobscot West Branch,
his Indian guides resolutely refused to accompany him,
saying that Pamola had destroyed those who ventured
too near his fastness. The esteem in which Katahdin is
held can be judged best by the extent of its literature,
which comprises a bibliography of some 78 pages—a
record believed to be unequalled for any other single
peak in the United States.

Katahdin’s preeminence—as with other things that -

suffer the misfortune of too close proximity to great-
ness—dwarfs the surrounding region. The majesty of
this towering granite monolith so impresses the casual
climber to its summit that, at the outset, he may fail
to appreciate that Katahdin is merely the culminating
feature or symbol of an outstanding region, justly de-
serving of high repute in its own right. On these fea-
tures of the larger whole—almost encircled by the curv-
ing tributaries of the Penobscot River—has attention
been focused by Congressman Brewster's bill. This will
not be a park of one mountain or one lake. In the area
of the proposed Katahdin National Park one may count
55 separate and distinct peaks and 68 lakes.



KLOND‘IKE POND, IN ONE OF KATAHDIN' CIRQUES

In the baclground are the Brothers Mountains. Photo-
graph by Ludwig K. Moorehead, courtesy of

the Appalachian Trail Conference -

As a type of North Woods wilderness the Katahdin
region could well press a deserved claim to national re-
cognition. Other sections of the ridge-crested Appalachian
Chain rise to 2 more dominating height than does Katah-
din but none possess its infinite variety of lake and stream.
The uniqueness of the region may be ascribed directly to a
master architect—the continental ice
sheet that stood down over New Eng
land eons ago.

The aftermath of this glaciation—in
the form of sheer-sided granite basins,
tableland, high lying ponds, moraines
and Arctic flora—has made this entire
region an endless joy and surprise to
the most untutored as well as to him
who reads here the record of the ages.
What the shape of Katahdin was before

WHERE THE APPALACHIAN
TRAIL MAKES ITS START
Extending 2056 miles to Georgia, this
great trail is a hikers' achievement,
Mr. Avery holds the measuring

wheel, Photograph by
S. S. Philbrick

the ice-sheet planed off the summit of this granite
is a matter of vaguest conjecture. In the middle Ni
teenth Century one school of geologists asserted that 1
tahdin had not projected above the ice sheet. At the ¢
of the century, glacial geologist Ralph'S. Tarr sett
these doubts. The traveler along the crest of Katahe
will take keen interest in seatching for the form of e
dence with which Tarr set the controversy at rest by fis
ing near the summit glacial erratics that are quite ¢
ferent from the granite of the mountain and which w
transported from the north by the glacier and deposil
when it overrode the summit of Katahdin. Of 2 later ¢
gin were the local glaciers, which departed from Katahc
only some 15,000 years ago, after they had cut dee
back into the granite mass, carving out the steep-wall

'c1rques or basins on every side of the mountain. On

east side, where the mountain resembles 2 series of link
volcanic cones split lengthwise, are three basins, Great
South, North and Little North. From the ponds at t
bottom of these basins, rimmed above by a narrow e
circling crest known as the Knife-Edge, sheer gran
walls rise 2000 feet. Here is a transplanted bit of the Hi
Sierra in the superlative On the west side of the mou
tain are other ravines of glacial origin. In the Northw
Basin, on a high-lying shelf, are four CEonds At their o
lets are curious instances of glacial scouring—two roct
moutonnées or sheep-backs, as these é‘longated dome-li
rocks are called. Nearby is another tatn, Klondike Por
in a narrow sheer-walled slit; first rep rted half a centu
ago, it was re-discovered only in 1922. Stretched acrc
the mouths of these cirques or basins—and a source
exertion to those who would reach'the interior basi
beyond—are glacial moraines, irregilar rows of deb
pushed outward by the glaciers and forrmng ponds at ¢l
mouths of these basins.

The summit of Katahdin is a considerable surprise
him who climbs it for the first time, expecting to find ]
narrow ridge crest, as seen from below. It is 2 “'tableland
some six miles long and two miles wide, covered with ;
regularly-shaped broken granitic slabs, trending dow
from the highest part of the mountain. Near the sumr
is an instance of the interesting phenomenon of “rox




4

.cep"’. The southern portion of the mountain mass of the
Katahdin area is granite, formed deep under the heavy
overlying mass of rock long since eroded; the northern
part is rhyolite. Somewhere, buried under the glacial de-
bris and as yet undetermined by the geologists, is the con-
tact point between these rocks.

As the geological past of the Katahdin country has
wrought its outstanding characteristics, so have resulted
its botanical features. Katahdin’s flora is an Arctic island,
a relict of the vegetation that followed the retreating
glacier northward. On the Tableland are dwarf spruce, fir,
willow and white birch, prostrate from battling the storms
of years, scarcely thicker than one’s wrist, yet many many
decades in age. Some of the scientific names of the com-
monest plants tell significantly of their present habitat—
thus Arenaria groenlandica and Diapensia lapponica. As
characteristic of the North Woods summits as are the
“balds” of the southern Appalachians, is the dense spruce

and fir “scrub”. Of this Henry D. Thoreau wrote in the

story of his ascent of Katahdin in 1846:

Leaving this at last, I began to work my way, scarcely less ar-
duous. than Satan’s anciently through Chaos, up the nearest,
though not the highest peak, at first scrambling on all fours over
the tops of ancient black spruce-trees (Abies nigra), old as the
flood, from two to ten or twelve feet in height, their tops flat and
spreading, and their foliage blue, and nipped with cold, as if for
centuries they had ceased growing upward against the bleak sky,
the solid cold. I walked some good rods erect upon the tops of
these trees, which were overgrown with moss and mountain-
cranberries, It seemed that in the course of time they had filled
up the intervals between the huge rocks, and the cold wind had
uniformly leveled all over. Here the principle of vegetation was
hard put to it. There was apparently a belt of this kind running
quite round the mountain, though, perhaps, nowhere so remark-
able as here. Once slumping through, I looked down ten feet,
into a dark and cavernous region, and saw the stem of a spruce,
on whose top I stood, as on a mass of coarse basket-work, fully
nine inches in diameter at the ground.

Since 1804, mountaineers have been drawn to this re-
gion. Its frequenters comprise a distinguished list, names
renowned in American literature and scientific history:
Edward Everett Hale (1845), Henry David Thoreau
(1846), Thomas W. Higginson (1855), Theodore Win-
throp (1856), Charles H. Jackson (1837), Jacob W.
Bailey (1837), Charles H. Hitchcock (1861), Frederick
E. Church (1877), Charles E. Hamlin (1867-87), and
scores of other names less known, but renowned in sci-
entific circles.

Thoreau’s account of his ascent-in 1846 and his jour-
neys in the Maine wilderness are classics of outdoor
literature, a fount that has not yet gone dry.

Well known is Theodore Winthrop’s exuberant story
of his canoe journey down the West Branch to climb
Katahdin, and his characterization: “the best mountain in
the wildest wild to be had on this side of the continent”.
Frederick E. Church, a leader of America’s outstanding
school of Jandscape painters, made at least four visits to
Katahdin and was so drawn to the region that he estab-
lished a camp on the shores of Millinocket Lake. Apart
from his better-known paintings, the Cooper Institute in
New York City has some 42 of Church’s Katahdin
sketches. So have the constantly increasing number of
visitors to Katahdin echoed the approbation that these

FOR OCTOBER, 1937

SOME ROCK WORK ON THE TRAIL
This is a bit of the Appalachian Trail over the boul-

ders of Hunt Spur on Mount Katahdin.

Photograph by Mark Taylor

noted personages recorded. All this renown, however, has

served only to accentuate the wildness of the region; it is

still as difficult to penetrate many sections as it was in
1804.

Around the base of the Katahdin plateau flow the
branches of the Penobscot River, long famous as wilder-
ness canoe routes. The East Branch, with its falls and
rapids, is a gruelling test for the most skilled canoeman.
At its headwaters, and within the proposed park limits,
are the two Grand or Matagamon Lakes, lying under the
beetling cliffs that form the northern limit of the Ka-
tahdin mountain area. To the south, and forming 2 park
boundary, is the West Branch, a widely-known canoe
cruise with its six repetitions of the dead-water, then the
falls, then the stream emptying into the river, so careful-
ly noted by Thoreau, in Nesowadnehunk, Abol, Pock-
wockamus, Debsconeag, Passangamet, and Ambejijis.
Nesowadnehunk, or “Sowdyhunk” as the woodsman
terms it, was “'stream running between mountains”. Like-
wise, Aboljacarmeguscook, another of these tongue-twist-
ing Indian place names, meant "place where the water
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laughs in coming down”, while
Wassataquoik, reputed to be the
wildest stream in the state, was
“'place where salmon are speared
by torchlight™.

Nearby to the north is the
Telos Cut, where, one hundred
years ago, enterprising Yankee
lumbermen connected the Alla-
gash and East Branch waters, al-
tering an extensive drainage sys-
tem, changing the course of rivers
and resulting in narrowly averted
international complications. At
Nesowadnehunk Falls occurred
one of the picturesque epics of
Maine’s long logging days, when
inspired by the thrill of doing a
“beeg t'ing”, the Indian, Big Se-
battis Mitchell, performed the
hitherto unaccomplished feat of

" running a bateau over these falls;
then to meet this challenge, which
their pride could not brook, a
Penobscot “white” crew of four
painfully carried their bateau
back, to run the falls with a loss
of two river-drivers and the boat.
Mis. Fannie Hardy Eckstorm, famous Maine author, tells
this incident in The Penobscot Man—the story of that
picturesque type, the river-driver, at his best in white wa-
ter or where danger threatened.

Katahdin is well known to mountaineering clubs in
another connection. It is the northern terminus of the
2050 mile Appalachian Trail, the white paint blazes of
which lead for 266 miles through the Maine wilderness.

So much for the peak Katahdin, from which we turn

KATAHDIN FALLS

to its satellites and the surrounding Katahdin region. -

The extent of the mountains in this area is a distinct sur-
prise to the traveler who approaches from the age-old
West Branch route ot the more recent route from Mil-
linocket. Seen from the south, Katahdin is a huge, uni-
form, undulating rampart wall. At the summit this im-
pression vanishes. To the north two parallel ranges ex-
tend toward the level lands of the Penobscot East Branch
Valley; of these ranges Katahdin is merely the culminat-
ing peak. Viewed across the flat tableland, an enormous
L-shaped range extends first west, then north, until lost
on the horizon. “To the Indians,” Moses Greenleaf,
Maine’s first map-maker, wrote in 1829, “this was the
Katahdinauguoh—the cluster—of mountains about Ka-
tahdin.” Between this range and Katahdin, completely en-
closed, is a high elevated spruce and fir flat, the Klondike,
so named because of its utter wilderness by a famous
Penobscot Indian, Joe Francis, who ventured there to
hunt moose. Few have traveled in the Klondike; one
speaks of it in hushed tones with a semi-reverence.
Briefly we note the outstanding peaks of these ranges.
Nearest, on the western arm of the Katahdinauguoh, is The
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Lakes and streams abounding in fish and rich

Owl, separated from Katahdin
an enormous ravine with sheer
cliffs, the densest of scrub and a -
“pasture” of grassy vegetation
near its summit, at so precipitous
an angle as to seem likely to slide
into the ravine below. Beyond
the long crest of the densely-for-
ested Barren Mountain is O-J-1,
whose name, lettered by slides
on its slope, has been badly dis-
torted by the storm of September,
1932. Beyond, across the gorge
of Nesowadnehunk Stream, rise
~ the twin cones of Doubletop,
with its slide-seared sides. Seen
up Nesowadnehunk  Valley,
Doubletop is a Fujiyama—a per-
fectly proportioned cone. A low
tower on its summit, one of some
75 in the state, bears token to the
relentless battle that the Maine
Forest Service wages to preserve
its wilderness against the ravages

in natural beauty are found in the Ka- of fire. l :
tahdin couniry, Photograph by Saw- At O-J-1, the;L-shaped Katah
telle, courtesy of the Appala- . ? He
chian Trail Conference dinauguoh 8 sharply north.

Next are the Tﬁi’ee Brothers, a
balanced triad of 4000-foot peaks, so consplicuous from the
summit of Katahdin. An outlying spur, Fort Mountain,
walls in the northern end of the Klondike. This peak,
which owes its name to its characteristic shape as de-
scribed by Katahdin's first explorer in 1804, suggests a
puzzling query. Turner wrote of it: “called by the English,
Fort Mountain, from its shape”. Who had been there
before Turner?

Beyond the glistening cone of Mullen this range is lost
from view, but beyond is a host of mountains. Between the
cliffs of Wassataquoik and Pogy Mountains lies the long
narrow Wassataquoik Lake, the superb setting of which,
with the nearby two South Branch Ponds, is unequalled
in the state. Black Brook, Black Cat and South Branch
Peaks comprise the northern end of this range as it dies
out near the shores of Second Grand Lake. To the west
are the picturesque Nesowadnehunk Lakes and several
isolated forested peaks.

The second range parallels the other except for the
latter's westward turn. It commences with the massive
bulk of Turner with its tableland and glacial cirque, with
its Twin Ponds. At its southern base lies Katahdin Lake.
The view over this lake into the open basins on the east
side of Katahdin leaves an indelible impression—perhaps
the finest conception of the majesty of the range. The
culminating peak of this range is The Traveler, with its
six bare summits and far flung spurs, walling in Pogy
Notch, a beaver-infested flat suggesting the Klondike.
The Traveler owes its name to the fact that to voyageurs
down the Fast Branch, it seemed as if the mountain
“traveled” with them. North from The Traveler is the
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group of cone-shaped glistening rhyolite peaks which,
as he emerged in 1857 from the forest over the dark
waters of Grand Lake, had so impressed Thoreau. From
“Joe Polis”, his Indian guide, Thoreau’s questing mind
gathered the erroneous information that the Indians knew
these as the Nerlumskeechticook or “"Deadwater” Moun-
tains,

So much for the myriad mountains, lakes and streams
of the Katahdin country, intriguing the mountaineer,
hiker, camper and canoeist. Its ponds and lakes—many
beaver-formed—teem with brook trout. In the larger
lakes are the “lakers”. South Branch Ponds—demand-
ing perfection in fishing technique—have landlocked
salmon. Nesowadnehunk Stream is a famous dry-fly
locality.

The Katahdin region has been a game preserve for
some fifteen years. The meeting, even on the approach
trails, of the black bears, which feed on the blueberries,
is a common experience. Moose, deet, beavers and smaller
mammals are numerous. Formerly caribou herds roamed
the tableland, leaving the faint trails through the scrub
that survived the “migration” of the caribou from
Maine. This animal was last seen and photographed at
Katahdin in 1905 by Roland B. Dixon, Sinclair Kennedy
and Arthur W, Stevens, What caused the caribou to leave
Katahdin is an unanswered question. Under federal own-
ership of this region, the caribou might be brought back.

The future of this unparalleled region without the safe-

guard of adequate supervision, properly planned develop-
ment and facilities for those lured there by its fame,
has been a matter of grave concern to those who know
the land. These problems have come close to, and in
the future, unless a laissez-faire policy ends, inevitably
will produce, irreparable injury. This must not occur.
The first forward step came in 1931 when Percival P.
Baxter, long sponsor of a movement to make Katahdin
publicly-owned, gave to the State, in 1931 and 1933, a
strip of some nine square miles, comprising the top of
the mountain. This is the present Baxter State Park.
Subsequently, with the creation of other National Parks
in the East, there has developed a realization that Katah-
din is only the culminating point of an unparalleled
region. Ex-Governor Baxter has indicated the way. But the -
mountain top is not enough nor is the ownership of the
mountain by the state alone 2 solution of the difficulty.
An area of National Park standards is here and should
be preserved. The problems require the facilities of ad-
ministration peculiarly developed and maintained by the
National Park Service. These problems and their manifest
solution have been fully realized by Congressman Brew-
ster, who has come to know the region well since his first .
climb of Katahdin in 1925, while Governor of Maine.
The proposal to make the Katahdin region, the outstand-
ing region of the East, a National Park, should cormnand
the support of all those who wish the heritage of §11e

Amencan people to remain undiminished.
- k

<

Things to Think About

Although it looked dark for a time, in the closing
hours of the recent session of Congress money was ap-
propriated for the acquisition of 7200 acres of sugar
pines for addition to Yosemite National Park. (Nature
Magazine, September, 1937, P. 167.) This acquisition,
previously authorized by Congress, was to have been
made from unused funds earlier appropriated. It was
found that these funds were not available for land ac-
quisition, so the appropriation was included in the third
deficiency bill. The item was eliminated in the House
through the action of Mr. Englebright of California,
but was restored to the bill in the Senate, in which
restoration the House finally concurred.

L J * *

It is with regret that we record the failure of an ap-
propriation by Congress that would have completed the
purchase of the remaining area designated for inclusion
in Smoky Mountain National Park. This Park is still in
what is known as “propased’ status, and if ever an area
merited being placed on an official basis this does. Super-
intendent J. Ross Eakin has done an outstanding job of
organization in the face of difficulties, and with a skele-
ton staff has handled an amazing number of visitors, un-
doubtedly to total more than 700,000 this year. The pop-
ularity of this glorious region is still growing and addi-

tional facilities in the way of permanent camp grounds
and the like are vitally needed.
L J L ] L

The last Congress approved 2 measure to provide ap-
proximately $3,000,000 to assist the States in setting up
“wildlife restoration projects.” Under terms of the bill,
the Government will set aside an amount equal to the reve-
nue accruing from the tax on firearms and shells, this
fund to be known as “The Federal aid to wildlife restora-
tion fund.” The bill further provides that State Game
and Fish Commissions desiring to avail themselves of
the benefits of the act will submit to the Secretary of
Agriculture details of wildlife restoration projects pro-
posed. If these plans are approved, the Treasury will ear-
mark funds, such amount not to exceed 75 per cent of
the total estimated cost, as the Government’s share in the
project. If projects thus completed are found not to be
properly maintained by the State, the Secretary of Agri-
culture has power to refuse further aid until the project
is put in proper condition of maintenance. It is difficult
to see how our wildlife is going to benefit materially
from this device any more than it does from the duck

_stamp. It is just another case of placing a benediction

on killing because the use of arms and ammunition pro-
duces a small amount for restoration. If, in this vicious
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ey Hr, Demnarsy -

I think you will be interested in the two

elivpings which I enclose yom, ore of Hovember Ird

To~-

001«

ang my enzver of Fovember BU I vent you to hazve
these for your records and the clippings explein

themeelves e

: I want to thank you =2nd Fg., Gollins for the
kind ettention you zave me on my recent vislt 1o Vaghe=
iﬂ"ten ang

T am much encoursged by vhst you s»id £bout
the report you plen to meke 10 the fongressiocn: 1 Jome-
m;btae. ~ : -

If I em eny judge of the

ser%;ment of thie peo~
pie ol Lzine, I unhesitztingly stete thet the Brevs-
ter @ropcs%tion hes fer ir any friends, 5y denisl of
Vove 8%h is belng published in the leading pepers

& O

?ﬂ?@Vﬁau‘tﬂe‘msb

Sincercly,

L. E. Demarsy

Director of Ketional Perks
bepar ‘ct;en’t of the Interior

?’ﬂa}‘
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in ftc
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
WASHINGTON

RE LY SIS ' #

Hon. Percival P. Baxter,
Portland,
Maine,

Dear ¥r., Raxter:

It was very good of you to send the two news clippings from
the Portland Press Herald with your letter of November 8. They
are important to our record of the Mount Katahdin National Park

proposal,

Your recent visit in Washington was samething of very real
pledsure to everyone here who was enabled to make your acquainfance.
I hope you will return to see us whenever you can. The particular
purposes you have in mind to serve through your plans for the Mount
Katahdin area will be fully respected by the Natiomal Park Service,
We have the highest regard for the ideals which have prompted you
throughout your many years of effort on behalf of the Katahdin area,
and I believe you will find us increasingly worthy of coni‘:.dence as
we become betier acquainted.

Sincerely yours,

TF

A, E. Demaray,
Acting Director.
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t it tory. Will you 1aae ive this
The enclgsed tells its own story. Wi pgx- Ip)egamb 3:‘5,?%3

as: you think it deaerveBe .. .. cs -oan o] 807 mer 1 :5” N:}tﬁf’}
Lo i PR nF gy gt 64w
Pleese publis;h as a s%ory, Just as it 13 wr?ﬁten:‘ 'Twaht s ine
peo@lg ;@ know% m§ Ih@g% m mind‘ LRI LR R o i &ég L /‘Si‘agz "8 w%
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HOLD. FOR RELEASE FOR. FRIDAY MORNING, DECEMBER 3 1937. mrin i
18,000 AGRES BEAR ME, KATAHDIN . IO BE. ADDED TO BAXTER STA.TE PARK

L. - -

PO S ] B . LR A sNET e 3 e Ay g

0 glarge ar[eﬂej of ‘about 18,000 dcres of Wil foFsst lend nor'&i o?}

T

Mt Kamhdin m “Placatacuis Gounty Yas “fust Veeh adduired by former _
Gové.rxior Percival P. Baxter. On being inte“viewMMr Baxter stated

that he vpurchaasd sthe t;and for the purpose Q; iomting Ay 1n tﬁmt to :

aver

the ¥4te of Majne ¥o, oarcy out his plen Stazted many years a&og

preserve for and giye %0 .the State an e:,gtenaigq arge{ cf i&%d 5 ‘mﬁ

sp,oiled forest lanq te. bs ‘peld forever for t;:,e benefit ot mture gen-

erations of .Maing People,, Thig & gawvgp% gﬁ&}ng ). me%:'escaz;;ﬁ Ba:d;er \
State Park:will.give.to.the Btate %J@Ekﬁgf §,§doq acres% or. mr& ‘then

37.8quare miles, -

" This recent acquisition is rough, plctudesaue méuntals counitry
ai;d wi:l/:hin(itsvﬁbré:ers:ar-e- lakes, pbndé and stresms; there is né&
wilder #agion 1in the entire stats. When the gift is made it will bBe
onlihzaj';;pfeés condition that it fopever shall be used for State for-
es{:; pufoiiémpari:’ and réérgetibnél purposes, that it shell forever be
a sanctuery f‘orzw;lg.beagﬁg and;b;‘;-dra',’ang‘,spaigwfp‘revqr reroin in its
pregenp,prvimi_t\iva atete, .-‘,Thes,e-gre,_bphe.;gggg qfc})pd:i‘tionq: blg‘ced in the
deed of ¥t. Katehdin that Mr, Bexter gave.to Malne & few years ééq.
This:new 2rea, it is stated by. the former Gnvernor, does not complete
his. plens for he has in view extending the present’ Bexter Stete P;ark
to- aven larger aress by the purchase of addiﬁig,na:l ylapd* Hef_ also
said that buyling timber land is not a2 simple matter for one‘ must buy
when it 1is aveilable and lster on vurchase the connecting links when

it is possible to do so, He nezotiated for seversl yesrs for the

\
%
£

e

[N
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¢ 18,000 acres "j {;‘ acquired by’ hm.

~

When asked sbout the so-called National ?ark Bill thab eeeka

~to have the State break the Trust it made in 1935 when it accept.eti
B SR gy = w"’ o e v %
the gift of the mountsin, Jr, Baxter Bald Hfiét«:the Ddi%syap fR out-

we v wg 3

rag,eous, fantastic affair m%ended to" utide wﬁ&@hgh&d dene for the
sta;te and that 1ts purpose 1s to mislead”the?“pecple »f Maine into

believing that the bill will create R greati National: Park here if

the state will onlv break the ‘s0lemn ‘promi& s that it mede to keep
Mt Katnhdin forever ‘as a 8teté Park, The bill: referred to.provided

that when abouf 300 OOO acres are donated to the Stete by persons
U lupgysy 2 .
unknown, and when the State 1n turn sheld’ “HWave donated.these ﬁgg,ooo

e e

acyres to the United Sf°+t== “fhefi” 17 all"this Happens vithin tem

i s

years the bill ‘becomes effectivde ¢ v forsa g WO s S iﬁévmre

Y TR

Mr, Baxter stated that never for a moment does he believe that
eve:' VEEUNE sgautafe s, . h
Me :LneAwill break its Trust creéted‘bywﬁ»l&t:*efegh&v@ggs}atugg ‘

AN ZUR Loeans

hanter 5 1955 and that he is* ;;oing Bhéead with hia plans,. Ee

:
*®
%

oy e

;n&aa hfard rrom all aections of lathe wnd cmtlw People, have ex-

e w i s & v ha &K?‘v‘-f*“

@pesaed ‘their indignation “Hap ‘B ma¥ feHouldy: WM,?‘&P&
Bule k:ﬁ’-?“&t_ Yoty v e e ﬁ

'bill as the one refarred tos Moreover Hé safd -~ "the men who di-

¢ reot the National Park Service in Washington are.men of long range

vision, uninfluenced by selfish or political motives and they can
_be depended upon 1n every way %o do what-is fair and right‘ ;ﬂ am
confident they will never counte’nance« “+he breeking..of the Trust,

and nlso hnve re?son to beli@ve +hev Jook kindly upon what I have

done and hope to ao for Meine "

i

After this Nationsl Perk Bill has been cleared awey the former

e

"

Governor plans to go to Katahdin and survey the land he has just

-acquired, and then in due time transfer 1t to the people of Maine
in Trust forever. Meanwhile should anything unforeseen happen.to
‘him he has made provision that his .plans be carrled out. All he

.asks..is that, N2ine peorle continue to have confidence in him,



December third
1937

Bon. &, E., Demarsy
Dirastor ﬁatisasl ?ﬁrk Service

- Department of t.he Intexrior

Vashingto:, D.C.
Dear HEr. Demarsy =

: -

Ym lntter af the Foverber 20th means a great deal to
me end X thank you for shat you say sbout my recent vi‘q it to ¥ash-
inzton, It does me gzood to know men like yourself, . 00llins

and Fr, Ballspd, for you ere unselfishily and ably carrving on in
' the fine splrit of the lste Stephen T. wt.her whose moemory, I €an

see you all revere, Some iims I must come to ﬁashinﬁmz: zge in for

- I, too, enjoyed my all too brief call upon yau.

Perhsps you ’:»iJl ronenmber t.hst I spoke of the time and

patlenae reguired to eequire forest land ir keine and ef my efforts

to extend the 8tsie FPurk, The enclosed ¢lipping, jSust yubli hed
in the ¥ainec pepers, w11l show you thet my efforts heve rnot besn in

- wein, This lsend liss six nmlles north of Katahdin end 1f vhat 1s
- told me is true the eres contsins withic its borders about the

yongheet, wildest land in our State, I hope you will be pleased
that I em mking progr@ss; there la s5tiil mors for me to c‘m.

In a Pew days, }}esauber 8th, I lesve for seversl wesks

-pest sbroad, Neturslly I hope that the Bill H.R. 6599 will be def=-
inftely killed in the commitise. it would greetly distress me to

be oblized to sppear before e Congressionsl Committee pleading that
the z ;_.,ift; I made in Trust to Maine be resposted by the Kztional Gove

-ernment. WHorsover, the anims behind the Bill is not pleasmanti it

is Gistinetly personel), selfish end politicsl, vhile on my pert I
seck only to remin e privete citizen, doing samsth‘ z of lssting
benafit to ny State, and the K&tehdin country is my one grest ine
ts"%ut;

I em confident that you and your assistents will view
this metter from hizh ground, I respest you and hope to Inow you

| ;msre intimetely in the yeurs to come.

' Sineerely, | neE TIOH




Decembeyr

thirs
19357
Hon, Harold L. Ickes
Secretery ¢f the Interim"
Tashington, i}. Ca
¥y dear Secretary -
The ene.‘wseu cli;min s tells 2ts cm story end

' shcws what w8 EFO &c.,.n:, here in Haine to ostablish &

suiteble State ?&rk

House Bill 6589 1s now under considerstion by
your Eationsl Park Service and I hope that ‘ahc- bill ve-

ferred to will rzrotf be recommended for passage.

In my opinion nost Ka .’me peﬁple mf'efer to have
’the Ketahdin repian retsined by the State rather than

%o have it snrrenaered to the Federal uovemment.
With kind regerds,
Very truly yours

ENCLOSURE.



December
elighth
1937

Dear kr., Demaray - , AR R

_ I ‘bhmz\,bt you wculd like to be in-~
’arﬁzed «a.,_ to p&zblic entiment here in t S.ne in con~
.;v".nectien vyith our Stete Perk and ﬁhé prozgogef:z Pork
‘under H.R, 3599. e w

, o ] m:.oseﬁ I send yau three clinpings

g “,_?v¢=i‘.,,'ﬁ'113f’i?0m hﬁ Priﬂﬂipal ne'é’Spapers of our State.' I think
.' ’va'yeu will ag*ee w:ith me blmt theae sre Sionificant.
x5’111 yau please retain these in your fi}.es for ref-

',{;arsnce in ths futu-e if need he,.

| Vv’ith my kina regerds i‘m« the Christmas

_Ssasan ta you end your aﬂseciates,

. Sincerely,

To-

Eon, A, E. Demaray
- Acting Pirector
- Fetionel Parks
Weshington

D’ c, .




73 ' UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
WASHINGTON

iatakalie IV R SOAN
Lilw j.‘ft 120

Hone Percival P, Baxter,
Portland, Maine.
My dear Mr, Baxter:

I have received for reply your letter of December 3 to
Secretary Ickes, transmitting the December 3 Portland Herald
account of your recent purchase of some 18,000 acres of land
for park purposes, and conveying your hope that this Department
will not recommend the bill, H. R. 6599, for passage.

For the express purpose of avoiding hasty or ill-advised
action, the bill is being held in abeyance by the Committee on
Public Lands of the House of Representatives pending completion
of careful studies by this Department of its various provisionse
It is, of course, impossible for me to forecast the substance of
the report of the Secretary to the Public Lands Committees I ean
say definitely, however, that it will be prepared with full knowl-
edge and appreciation of your attitude toward the Mount Katahdin
National Park proposale.

Sincerely yours,

L

Assistant Secre .



UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE =
WASHINGTON

December 15, 1937.

Mr, Robert Sterling Yard,
President, Wilderness Society,
1840 Mintwood Place,
- Washington, D, Ce

My deer Mr, Yard:

I have your let’cef of November 30, addressed to
Mro. Jennings and meking further reference to boundaries of
the proposed Mount Katahdin National Park,

In sccordence with your request, there is trensmitted
herewith a map upon which have been plotted the boundery lines
described in the two Brewster billses Due to mistekes:in the

bills as printed, there is confusion in the line at the nor'bh-

west cormer of the area described. This has been called to - i
Congressman Brewster's attention and it is probable that he
will desire to rectify the error legislatively. I believe
the thought was to take in all of Township €, Range 16.

Sincerely yours

; A. B. Demra.y,

Enclosure 1682303 "Acting Director,
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
WASHINGTON |
December 21, 1937

Hon. Percival P, Baxter,
Portland, Maine.
¥y dear Mr, Baxter:

Your very interesting letters of December 3 and December 8, bear-
ing on Katahdin matters, have been received, together with the news-
paper clippings which you attached for our information.

Your recent acquisition of additional acreage in the Katahdin region
for state park purposes is, of course, a matter of great interest to this
Service. We naturally assume that your action is significant of & plan te

' purchase considerably more property, at least in the dis:hrict between Bax= -

ter State Park and the land just acquired.

As a result of the field :i.nvestigatien made by this Service last
summer, we are preparing, as a part of our report te Congress, a sug-
gested long range use plan for the area if it were to be administered
as a part of the national park system. This plan is being drawn along
wilderness lines and admits only the minimum development essential to
proper protection and public use by other than motorized means.

I believe you voiced the thought during your recent visit in Wash-
ington, that you and this Service seem to have Just about the same ideas
in mind. Would it not be well for you to go over our plans in order that
you might have the benefit of any ideas of value suggested by them?

Let me convey the good wishes of the National Park Service for a
pleasant and restful holiday season abroad.

Sincerely yours,
; A, E. ﬁemray
Acting Directore.
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OFFICKRS

ROBERT STERLING YARD
PRESIDENT
PERMANENT SECRETARY

THE WILDERNESS SOCIETY

1840 MINTWOOD PLACE
WASHINGTON, D. C.

BENTON MACKAYE
VICE PRESIDENT

HAROLD C. ANDERSON
TREASURER

December 21, 1937

Honorable Percival P. Baxter
Portland, Maine

Dear Mr. Baxter:

I enclose you, for your examination, the official map
of the-Katahdin National Park as finally planned by
the Park Service. It came at my third reguest. I
znew they would yield to persistence. If you want a
copy you can have one (or more) made in your office.
The basic map was got in Maine. Then return the
original to me for use here.

1 also send you copies of letters exchanged between i
Falter D. Green, President of the Maine Trail Club, .
and myself. The letterhezad of the Trail Club shows

only one officer who lives in Mzine the year around.

The President confesses living half the year in

New York City, where his home, I hear, 1s the Players
Club. The actual executive is, »f course, Myron .

Avery, who lives here. The Clut*s office is _the affice __—
of the American Plenning and Civi-c 3-cietywhich has 1£’
heen the yes-yes organization to the Nationhl Parks

Association for the twenty years I have been in %
%ashington. It pays, I understand, part of the

joint office expenses.

T am informed that the first suggestion in print of
g ¥atahdin Nationz2l Park wes made in the American
Planning and Jivic's quarterly. In its Annusl for

1937 appears an article booming the project by Wi¥yron

éﬁ
%

- 4. Avery, Lubec, Maine," but ¥r. Avery does not always

sign himself from Maine. He hus lived in Washington
for a good many years and is the president of the
Potomac Appalacnian Trail Associztion.

R 1A e L

¥hen the National Park 3ervice took over that part.

of- the B'ue Ridge which has become 3henandoah National
Fark, including the Aopalachian Trail, Cammerer sought
to celm the outery hy promrist of a fine paved trail
paralleling the skyline drive. It was Avery who



Honorable Percival P. Raxter
Page Two
December 21, 1937

c2lmed the row, swinging his trail cludb to acceptance
of the sidewalk trail; tut many resigned.

This was the beginning of the cooperation between
Avery and the Parl; Service.

Sincerely

R3Y:P
Enclosure s
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Februsry
tven t -01"*1'%‘?1
1 ¢ &

Dear kr. Demsray -

On my return fronm ab“oad 1 find your letter
of December twenty-first and am glesd to know that you
are plessed with my recent acquwition of eighteen thou-
send escres to be aﬁﬁea to the present Ststé Perk in the
Ketenhdin region.

_ For your informstion I say confldentislly thst
I 2w hoping to obtain even more lsnd snd ask only thet

‘the Kstionsl Perk Service lesve this pstter to me., Time

settles many problems snd you will sec from whet I alresdy
heve dong that I mm meking subsitentisl headway,

, It was my hope that when you heard of my most
resent sequisition thst you would conc lude not Lo press

‘the Katahdin pill, but I still ses thet you zre interested

and confess I amdisappointed, However, if snd when I
come to ¥eshingbon agsin I shall certainly ¢all upon you
for I enjoyed my last visit with you and your associstes,

with kind regerds,

Sincerely,

/j _ R !}\ PN
yf/w;f [Vaaxier

Hon, A. E. Demaray

Aeting Director. Hational Perk Service
Depar*mert of the Interior
¥ashington .

D.Ca
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HAROLD C. ANDERSON
: DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

L. A. BARRETT
CALIFORNIA

HARVEY BROOME
TENNESSEE

IRVING M. CLARK
WASHINGTON

BERNARD FRANK
TENNESSER

DOROTHY SACHS JACKSON
MARYLAND

ALDO LEOPOLD
WISCONSIN

BENTON MACKAYE
MASSACHUSETTS

GEORGE MARSHALL
NEW YORK

ROBERT MARSHALL,
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

OLAUS MURIE
WYOMING

ERNEST OBERHOLTZER
MINNESOTA

ROBERT STERLING YARD
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

-to stop passage of the Brewster act in Congress.

PR : AN
- /‘v’{o r«f-r( '
OFFICERS

ROBERT STERLING YARD
PRESIDENT
PERMANENT SECRKTARY

‘THE WILDERNESS SOCIETY
1840 MINTWOOD PLACE
WASHINGTON, D. C.

BENTON MACKAYE
VICE PRESIDENT

HAROLD C. ANDERSON
TREASURIR

March 18, 1938

Honoraeble Percival P. Baxter
Portland, Maine

Dear Mr, Baxter:

I am glad you wrote to the Star. It is better that way.
I shall watch carefully end send you anything that may
appear. ,

There's no news about the bill. Or rather, that is what
they tell me at the Park Service; also at Brewster's
office. I'll get someone else to ask before long.

Their game, I suppose, will be to pass it without a hearing.
It then will become a "request of Congress™ to Malne, and
will serve as a text for years of promotion in Maine by
the Park Service and its group. The big money to be spent
into the State by the Park Service and brought into

State business by motors from other states will be harped
upon year after year, with the expectation that local
politicians or candidates for Congress will take it up

in their own interest. Successive Governors end members
of the Legislative will be under constant solicitation.
Men and women of State importance will be got in time

to advocate an appropriation to buy the land. A news-
paper here and there will be won over. And some day the
Legislative will make the gamble.

The Park Service has been very successful with this game.
It knows it through and through. It was very shrewd in
getting the Avery trail organization to sponse the

Maine leadership. ‘

That is

There's just one way to stop this absolutely.
That

can only be stopped in Maine.

Sincerely

RSY:P
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- April) trenty-cighth
1 ¢ 3 8 .

- Pear Kr, Demarsy =

¥ sent yan & nowEp per arti’*la p&.ikli&hﬁﬁ Aﬁ.‘:‘ﬁ

"twrt?fom"th lz2t in Eeinets only {mﬁﬁw peper and I hope

- you have had t.».m& to reaﬁ it.

X maii my iatarviesﬁ with you laat mtum vhen
ym épﬂke & ;swwmaly of what I hove done for Baine end of

- whet I plen %o 60, Since thon I have purchased elzhiteen
thousand agres sdditionsl neer Eatehdln end theese viil be

. geeded to the Stato to bacome @ pert of Baxter Stete Farl,

- Horsover, I ennge nespiizting for even more lend end ell
T esk 1o that this rstter bo leoft to mé for X axm the gne
mz-am who hes ever given &ny fopest lsnd to ¥oine end oy

Zrost pumia {nterest 1ls to donste & Jerge forcat eren

i té the Btatc for the benefit of future generstiona, Heins

 gen end will hendle this sres in & mennor seticfustory to
mu zaéaple. S N AR

S ,zx: view af st you wve sais‘é m m snd ﬁlam in
R vi&g of the broad-ninded sttitude of your Depsriment, I
~gannot belleve that you deslire 1o enter into = long snd
- perhsps bitter controversY. Heine peopls wlll not bresk
" thelr trust, and on the rowote chence of thelr ever doing
o seg after w pratrastm w:m sastly contest the mountsin
. weguld revert tone in i!fimz of sm m’ our m*‘t rﬁ-
R sp@cteﬁ jmgszs end lam%ra. : .

ey " I hope that your z-epart %9 the smyﬁmml Gw‘
. ti;mitbaa xgs.ll r%mnﬁ that no eption bs taken on ths pﬁ.m’&-
Yery t;mlg Fﬁlﬂ‘&,

(Sigl"ed) P:FUTVﬁ‘—‘L P, B“}’TV?

Hon, A, E. Domsrsy
Acting Director
Eationsl ?ark Bervige
Dopertment of the m@riw
poshington

DeCe .
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No. of Bill 1s 6593, HR )

%

The present State Park fs 6000 acres which include auA“spec-

tacular parts of it, Katahdin®.

Given 1933 to State of Mnine by Deed from Percival P, Bexter
"o be forever held by said State in Trust for the Pcople of Maine

for dstate Perk, Forest and lLecreational purposes”, The condi-

tions of the Deed also are _"m the land conveyed forever shall be
kept in its nafural wild state, forever be & sanctuary for,?ild
beasta and birds end no roads or ways for motor vehicles m}n ‘ever
be gomstructed therein or therean®, Page 460~Legislative éf:t

Iaws of Haine 1933, (hapter 3, signed by Govermor Bramn, incor-
porated all the above conditfoms in the Act of Acceptance., Gov-

ernor Bexter worked for 26 yoara to secure the mountain for Maina,

A TLULT Is SiCRED: cannot be brokens the faith of tie State

of Laine 1s pledged slways to keep this as State Property. The
U.S. Government cannot take the property of & Soverelin State withe

out the coment of the State by a Legislative Act. "11l1 our State

break 1ts solerm covenant %

. \
To have a National Park mesns "ireat loz cabin hotels\
(Brewster's own words), traller csmps, hot dog stands, great

signs, Jagz, confusion, alr-planes, automobiles.

linine is both spiritually sand financiadll'y able to care for
this srea and will do so, In 1936 it kept two men there ail sea-

son, and 1s to do the same in 1937, These patrol the trells snd



keop gusrd, Once in a while same one cuts down a small tree

foi' firewood, out that is scldom and happens in*rlnﬁnml,l’ark!

~also, HNature guickly heals the scar,

The daine Legislature of 1937 declined to appropriate $2,000,
for the Park. This item wes ~pproved by the State Budget Gom-

mittee of whiéh Governor &rmg.,_ia the principel member., This
money was to be used to clear some new treils snd build a fow
leén-tos, but thet c¢'n walt., Certain people defented thié hittle
bill 4n order to be able to say that the State would not take care
of the State Fark and does not want it. If money is needed, the
@overnor and Council will give it out of the Contingent Fard at -
eny time, Te fatlure of ome trivial appropristion is a child-
ish resson for ziving away State!s finest mountain,

" The Park is only four years old end from ell sides protesta are
cominz in., Former Governor Baxter tells me he has heard from many
people and not one laine citizen as yet has approved the Rational

s g foure  Righalt of Yatoluier,
Park; eovery one of them opposes “/: As to roesds = people can now

sonmfortably drive their sutos «ithin four miles of the sumnit.

- The Appelachien liountain Glub in Boston on April 6, 1927 passed
a strong resolution against the National Perk at Kataixin,

Governor Bexter never will consent to the breskinz of this
Trust, He 18 a pionaer in parks and 1t was he who secured for the
State practically all the parks it now owndj Fort Knox on the
Penobscot, Fort .cClery st Kittery, Fort Edgecomb in Lincoln Cou:ty;
Fort Popham on the Kennobce and others,

Governor Bextor zpve Katandin to ilaine in opdor to sho his



appreciation for the honors the State. conferred on him, He has
definitely returned to private life, will sccept no public po~ <
aition and has some very intereating plans for the future., He
asks only that Maine keeps its solemn promise, Leine will work
out its owmn destiny with iit, Katahdin, We are independez;t people
down nare and want no help from Washington. Hains 1s not yet "eon
tho doie",

The present bill In Con‘;ress iS permissive only, but
it 1s an ontering wedge and 1f passed willl be amamé{_%g;;{/“& N
Governor Baxter 84 reliab]y informed that certain land owners are
- guietly. &vwmg the bin because thery see in 1t s ehance iaeer

) 3

on to sell their lsnd at sn sttractive prics. -

If the United Statea Government wants to develop its
" own parks in Maine let it zo to the wild sreas of Aroostock snd
*ashing-on counties where mlllions of acres are available,

vhy pick on Katehdin {



UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
WASHINGTON

ADDRESS ONLY
THE DIRECTOR, NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

May 4, 1938,

Hon, Percivel P, Baxter,

Portland, Maine.

‘Dear Mr, Baxter:

I have received your letter of April 25 to Mr, Demaray,
transmitting the press release on Baxter State Park as pub-
lished by the Portland Sunday Telegrem and Sunday Press=-
Herald in the April 24 issue,

It i8 interesting indeed to have such an opportunity 'bo
review Mr, Gower'!s arguments regarding the proposed Mt. |
Katahdin National Park, although I am sorry to detect in his;
statement some slight suspicion of Natiomal Park Service %E‘

motives, x

i

The arguments back and forth between proponents and op-
ponents of the natiomal park proposal &re accepted by this

office as a matural part of a healthy program whioh may or

may not have some bearing on the attitude of the National !

Park Service,

I want to assure you that the Netional Park Service is
appreciative of your own splendid conservation measurses which
are directed toward placing at least a part of the Mt, Katahdin
region under a wilderness comnservation progrem,

Sincerely yours,

Director.

arno B W



IJe1m~ = e

R , .

- UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

WASHINGTON '

ADDRESS ONLY
THE DIRECTOR. NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

lhy Ts 1838,

Hon, Percival P. Baxter,
Portland, Maine,
Deer Mr, Baxter:

I appreciate your letter of April 28, in connection
with the proposed Mount Katahdin National Park matter.

We too would dislike any long bitter controversy
over a lend jurisdietion problem and I should like to
assure you again, for the Department as a whole, that
no unjustified aotion on our part will be taken., It is
essential, of course, for the Department to prepare a
report for the Congressional Committee, although I can-
not sey Just when it will be sulmitted.

I am grateful to YOu for your thoughtfulness in
keeping this office advised of your activities,

Sinoerely yours,

‘ ; A- —é—o b Ty,

Aoting Director,
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Forder

RoOBERT MARSHALL
U. 8. FOREST SERVICE
WASHINGTON, D, C.

Yay 18, 1938

Governor P. Baxter
Por'clar_ld, Mz ine

Dear Governor Baxter:

Thank yon for vonr article relating to the State Park
and the My, Katahdin region., Of course I am strongly in symathy
with the feelings of M¥r. Bower and vourself that Mt. Fatahdin
should be kevnt as a State Park if it is to be kent wild. I also

do not believe that the Park Service should &0 into this tyve
of area.

I should like to take this opvortunity to exvress my = -
anpreciation for the marvelous public spirit which you have = =
shomn in giving this glorions area to the veovle of Maine to’
be kent in a wild condition., It is a great contribution to the
canse of the wilderness. I climbed Mt. Eatahdin in 1932 and

its summit toward what is the largest forest area in.the Unité&i
States without any in it.

\/ remember vividly the grand spectacle looking northwest from =

I am a strone believer in many tyves of federal activity
tat in the case of M. Katahdin I believe your v»nlans for it are
best.

] Siﬁcerely yours,

fobecllhecetintf

y
/

Y ———

QTR
Iy

A/(a/ F



¥ey
trenty-third
1938

1 aﬁ pleased 'te have yaur | *?lfetter of ééay' aighteenth
| ~&n grhich you give m your viers in reg&rd to kEt. Kateh-
_,: _ &.ﬁ: It is enemzraginv ta imow that & m&n 1ihe yourself
'with vide erpe ience in farestry v*srk feels that Ketah-
- at anly Abe kept 1n its zrild state but: ﬁ 33.-

   3°: unczev EXisting Gircumtances, &wula remain us @

= 8tete Park.

, ﬁlthm@ Ien quite familiar with the country
. narth of Katahﬁin I was not eware thet it is the iarg-
est forest sres 1n the United Stetes without roads,

» _ The tosmship m.‘lleé maveler tovnship rhich 1
":’have recently purchased eighteen thoasand anres, is 81~ N
) 80 & very wild erea a:m those who are more familiar with
,‘»“.:}-1'!; then I am tell me t.hat it 13 unusaally picturesaue.
| ;  This twfnship 11&8 s:!z miles ncrth tﬁ‘ Katahdin and I
,’ hape and ez:pect BOmE day ta acquire the intevvaninﬁ land
""(,jami edd 1t to the State Park.
| fith ¥ing reb&rﬁs and e;;;zrec 1&?:10*1 of gour let-‘
. ter. R ;’ | |
BY v«Siﬁc‘e:'v'ely.“’
\r. Robert Marshell S
5« Forest Service

S N e B e i e
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~ | UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
WASHINGTON

June 11, 1938

Hon, Percival P. Baxter,
Portland, Maine.
¥y dear Mr., Baxter:

I have received your letters of June 4 addressed to
Mr. Demaray and to me, regarding your recent arrangements
for the purchase of an additional 4,500 acres of land in
the Mount Katahdin region, which you expect to add to
Baxter State Parke.

Your work toward prbviding Maine with a large urspoiled
area appeals to me as a splendid exemplification of good
citizenship. I would be derelict in my duty, however, if I
did not voice again the hope which has been expressed to you
before, that the Katahdin region may sometime become a na-
tional park. ‘

If convenient for you to do so I would like to have
you send me, either in map or narrative form, a description
of the area you now have in line for purchase.

Your action in keeping the National Park Service in-
formed of progress is deeply appreciated.

Sincerely yours,

NGy e

MM

//
Arno B. Cammerer,
Director.
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July
Fifth
1938

Ky dear ¥y, Msrghell -

I thenk you for your letter
of June thirtieth enclosing the letter from
Gommissloner Osborne of kew York, vt was

very kind of you to do this,

By Péaavlic interest in Halne
is to give the Sitate o worthewhile ares of
wild forest lend end I am now nsgotlating fbr
an additicnnl erse, It encourageé me to know

that you spprove of what Iem d?ing.
¥4th klnd vezerds,
Sincerely
Bon, Robert Mershell
rorestry Division

Depertment of Azriculture
Waghington, L .0




To-

t faks
Oy
5
~f
[

1

(.

July
fifth
l19&8

Desr ¥r, ?—"hitcomb -

A few dnys 220 I was In Boston end crlled at
your office mnd left a rough memoraendum which I hope you
vere sble to read, It wes rather sketchy and you may have
hed difficulty in deciphering 1t. '

On second thouzht it ococurs to me thet 1f you
end ¥r, *hestland would sell me your individed 2/3rds ine
terest in the northesst guarter of 3 range 10, I would
then heve & friendly pertition with the (assidys and that
would ssve you snd Mr, ¥Wheatland the troucle of ths de-
tails of dividing up the land. S

If I understand c¢orrectly, you own 1/3rd of the
northesst querter which would be approximately thres sguare
miles snd the Pingress own an equsl swmount,  Tiis would give
me spproximetely 4,000 scres of lend that is the roughest
of lend snd very mountainous, If I an correctly informed
this srea is of little or ro vzlue and contaeins within its
borders the so=galled Klondike.

, - Fith this section added on t0 the mountuain on the
woste side I would be able to block the Hatlional Park plen
for ther I should havs the entire center of the proposed
Yetionel Park asrea with s good projection on the west, If
you fesl like co-operating with me in this mesitter I should be
mugh plecsed and I em making & similer suggestion to Er,
Theatlsnd, s v ) R
As to the price to be paid for this lsnd in gase
you eand Kr, ¥heatland will sell 1t to me I shall be glad to
pay the same price per £°Ff Phich I pald to the Pingzegs.
T84 ¥1NEUN R 2 B8nad Y or bR M oW PUN-FIRD a CARE ST RE48P and w111
socn be et the spot on your xaep vhich you marked as the end
of my journey,

Fith ry kind regerds.

Sincerely,

¥r, Filllism 2, Fhitcomb
Yo. 2Y1 Devonshire Street

I3~ e & ern

o
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July
sixth
1938

Dear Director (omunersr -

In order thst you mey be kept informed
08 to what 18 trenapiring here in ¥eine I am enclose-
inz you two ﬁ@@SyEPGP clispin&a from the Portlend

UpRRSS-HERALD® of June S0th lset for I know you will
be interested in then, ‘

_ An I correctly informed that when & Bill
is introfused into Congress end no setisn is teken

on 1t thet the Bil) sutomstically dies st finel ad-

journment end thet it is neGessary to introduce &
new Blll if the subject is to be rovived st the next
Gongreszs % ' '

Fow that I am meking such excelieny pro-
gress in enlarging the voundarics of the BANTER &H9ATE
FARK Y should be ~eﬁt1y reclieved if I had word from

. .you thet the Neticonal Park Service had abandoned uha
“Aidaa of & National Perk in the Xatendin area,

1?u¢erous people in keine afe‘inauizinb

why there should be & ¥etional Perk at Eatahiin when

there alresdy is & groving Stete Perk there, These

people ssk vhv does not thb Hationel Park Servide go

into ¥ashington County,if they want e Perk in Huine,

f“vheve there is smple room end vhere there £r6 1ergo

erezs of wild lend, with lskes, wmountsins, rivers end

streems ., They &ls0o ing ui‘g vhy the lationel Park

Bervice does not esteblich e Kationsl Pork 4n western
¥Kaine, bordering the ¥hite HMounteln Nationsl Forest.

S Ybu:‘ill slée be ibtére ﬁed to knca
Eohal SReaeaRtieWiDs TR P P TEAANCL Rtk aBE Sreat

preseﬁt State P&rk end I hope that within the next




July
sixth
1938

Ozu

fow weeks the purchase will be sccomlished,

PFrom this you will see thet I am pro-
ceeding slong my long thoushit-out plen and
‘shall sllow nothing %o deter me, I begen
‘this work thirty years ago and before I fin-
ish, whether I live or dle, I shall heve s
8tete Perl worthy of leaine, ‘

8incerely

To=

PBon, Arne B, Gzmmerer

Director of Netlionsl Park Servise
Depertment of the Interior
waghington

D,.GCs

ERCLOSURE:
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Desr Director Cammerer =

I have been away from home for some - -
time and on my return to~day have before me your L, v E(i
letter of July 15th. | ' Ao > &
- r—— ““_(
: Y :
You were right in assuming thet I plen
to scoulire the land connecting the two areas al- .

ready purchased by me for Baxter State Park. -In
red pencil I have outlined the two aress already .
acquired so that you will have the exact plen be~ =
fore you. ' ' ' "

The Bexter State Park Commission is plan-

b ning to put up a simple log cadbin structure et Chim-
E ney Pond and I heve written them to «find out what

3 steps have been teken to do this. If there is sny=-
e : thing interesting in connection with their reply

I will be plemsed to let you know, .

- I shall certainly keep you informed from
: time to time beceuse I eam confident the Fationel
E . Park Service will not teke any unfriendly action
in this metter. o . ~ S

Sincerely yours, -

n

~ (Sgd.) Percivel P. Baxter

R X S b B ki e

e .
- »
e flons Armo B, Cammerer

% Director Wationel Park Service .
B Depar tment of the Interior
“Weshinzton, D. C. -
3 P.S. Will you plesse sead me two or three extre copies
,% of the plan which I em returniny to you. Soxme
% of the locsal people‘are interested tO«have_oné.'-
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By,

Jan. 3,1939

TELEGRAM
Hon. Lewis O, Barrows
State House
Augusta, Maine
Dear Governor - You‘may recall that some time ago when I

called upon you I suggested that it would be most helpful if you

would say something in your inaugural about Baxter State Park at Ka-
teahdin and you said I might suomit somethinz to you, If you are
willinz to do this it would be appreciated by countless people throuzgh-
out the State and naturally would please and encourage me in what I am
doing for Maine,

As your time is limited, I have written a few lines toushing on
this subject for your cons ideration. If you will come out definitely
against the State's breaking its Trust with me you will immediately
~put an end to Brewster's outrageous proposal to have the National Gov=~
ernment come into Maine and take away the State Park., If you will do
this I shall be grateful to you. I am sending this telegram and also
will mail a copy to you this morning., Ny suggestion is as folldws =

QUOTE = BAXTER STATE PARK at Katshdin. Through the gift of form-
er Governor Percival P, Baxter our State 1s acqulring a large
area of wild forest land for State Park purposes, This land hss
been accepted under a definlite and unbreakable Trust that it
Ybe forever held by the State as Trustee in Trust for the bene-
fit of the people of liaine for State forest, public park and
public recreationzl purposes¥, A Trust of this nature is a sol=-
emn obligation and the word of the State of laine once given
never will be broken. As lonz as I have any c¢onnection with the
Statet!s affairs this Trust will be lived up to voth to the let-
ter and in the spirit in which it was made.

Already our former Governor has donated a
large area to the State and he informs me that he has acquired
additional territory which soon will be 2dded to the ares al-
ready ziven. This gift is a memorable one and for all time
will preserve for our people an extensive area of virzin wild
land. The State of kalne is entirely competent to owvn and
handle this area and resents the suggestion that this Trust be
violated by allowing the Federal Government in any way to zain
control over this rezion, In speaking as I do about these
zifts I know that I voice the practically unanimous opinion of

/the men and women of Maine. UNQUOTE. Sincerely, Percival P.
Baxter., ’

DIOIGCTOGCOCTCD
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CHAMBERS OF
JOHN A. PETERS
DISTRICT JUDGE

S A . '
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Wnited States Courts
Judge's Chambers
Portland, Maine

17t November, 1539.

Dear Goevernor:-

I return herewith thke copy of the deed
to the State of Maine which you kindly sent me at nmy
suggestion. I especially wanted to note any conuitions
in the deed in connection with the possibility thet
someone night want to change the title or the use of
the property or convert it into a National Park.

I do not see how anything could be more
clear or definite than the condition you have put in
thie deed to the effect that the land should be fcrever
used by the State for a Stzte forest, park, etc. if
any serious attempt shouid ever be made to change that
the condition could be enforced by you cr your successors
and no action by the State could be effective against the
plain terms of the condition; so, as I look at it,
you have well taken care of the contingency which we both

. somewhat feared.

Incidentally, I return the books on the
Jewish problem, which you loaned me. They contain. some
interesting 1nformatlon, and I am much obliged to you
for letting me examine them.

Hon. Percival P. Baxter, |
22 Monument Square, ~
Portlanda, Maine. . .




November
twenty=fifth
19359

Dgar Eir.' Yord =
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I )it plaased to h'we your letter* of lovem-
ber twen‘cy-sec ond snd heve read your statement esnd
that of the Professor at the %‘niversity 'of Yermont.

It 1e needles: to say ‘Lhﬁt 1 fu}.iy ep-
prove of your idess end.disegree with the views of
“the Professor, As a mstter of frct, many Pro-
fessors seem to lsck en understsending of prasctiesl

matters, They have their thearies end nv(rls:mk ihr:k, -

| ‘realitieﬂ of aitua iong

‘As’ f'ér”as i;éﬁ';é 1= concerned, I sm eonfi-

" dent thet the proposed ﬂs*—iezmlizatia’z of Fatshdin

‘hes been ebandoned, (ongressmen Brewster of this

. Stete vho Introduced the Bill has telked with me

- about 11' snd tells me thet he w ill not te ke vp the
- metter ege in. T R S : v , ,

: Fsr your infar:;*:tion eng. pln se son sider

it coufideu‘riﬁl for the time nsina, I am ati1ll sc-

guiring sdditionsl sreszs for ihe Bixter ‘ts’te Perk,

z«.y goal i3 100,000 scres end slready I heve core

g phan T5,000,  Fhen the ;;a“ope" tim, ccst I will ivz-
forn you s‘nf* enci ysu = mfp. : ,

- Later en in thu earl}; ZTinter I plen to
._“e to ¥eshingbton and tell the Eastlionel Perk people -

_ whet I heve gccempliqhﬂ&‘ for my relstions with them
erec cordisl eve‘z t‘r;su gh ,i hﬂve onpcwed thc” 1rz ‘chis

e mat‘her.

\I hope your beu t; :!.s gaod end ‘geﬁaﬁ,-ya‘d my S

*

*Wkim he:‘ﬁrdu. LA

: Sinczez?ély, o

To - S ; :
- ¥r, Hobert Sterlinz Yerd
The ®ilderness Society
1840 Eintyood Plece
Teshingtor . Iu{i.

*
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" UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
WASHINGTON

ADDRESS ONLY
THE DIRECTOR, NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

August 7, 1941.

Hon. Percival P. Baxter,
Portland,
Maine.

Dear Mr. Baxter:

I{ occurs to me that you might enjoy having a copy of the 1941
Yearbock on Park and Recreation Progress, which has just come off
the press. :

The Yearbook is a medium for expressions of opinion on the
part of people working in various branches of the park and recrea-
tion field as a whole, rather than in the national park systen alone,
and it is understood that opinions expressed in the various articles
are not necessarily concurred in by the Department of the Interior.
This has proved to be a stimulating publication, increasing demands
for it having been made each year since it was initiated.

Perhaps you would like to consider the preparation of an arti-
cle on the Katahdin country for the next issue of the Yearbook.
Your outstanding contributions in park work are recognized and ap-
preciated and, even though we may not be in agreement on the even-
tual status of the Baxter Park area, as between State or national
park classification, nevertheless, the story of Baxter Park in your
words should, we feel, be recorded in this publication.

With all good wishes and kind regards, I am
Sincerely yours,

OF

A. E. Demaray,
Acting Director.

- e A
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UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

ADORESS ONLY WASHINGTON

THE DIRECTOR, NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

August L, 1941,

Hon. Percival P. Baxter,
Portland,
Maine.

Dear Mr. Baxter:

I Jjust want to acknowledge your kind letter of August 12, reply-
ing to mine of the 7th.

Of course, I am sorry that you are not in a position at this
time to prepare such an article as I suggested for the Yearbook.
Should you find it convenient later on to prepare a manuscript we
shall be glad to have it.

Your suggestion for inclusion of the Baxter State Park Commig-
sion in the list of State park administrative agencies has been passed
along to our editorial office for appropriate handling.

It is pleasing to be reminded of our visit when you'were in
VWashington a year or so ago, and I do hope we can meet again in the
near future.

With kind regards and best’wishes y I am

Sincerely yours,

i. E. Demaray,

Associate Director,
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‘ UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
WASHINGTON

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 'mmr 27, 1941.

Percival P. Baxter, Esq.,

92 West Street,

Portland, Maine.
Dear Mr. Baxter:

Your fine and generous work in making-available to the
peopls of Maine and the Nation the Baxter State Park, in-
cluding the rugged summit of Mt. Katahdin, has been known to
me for many years. It was not until I read the article

tForest Primeval® in the July issue of The National Humane

Review that I realized the scope of yowr accomplishment.

My congratulations to you for your vision and driving
force in setting aside this area for its hspmtiml and
educational values.

Sincoro]y yours,

j&?”%ﬁ@l

Newton B. Drury
Director ,j
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~ Baxter State Park At Katahdin Now
After 24 Years ;Of Untiring Effort, Maine Now

vt

By Percival P. Baxter ~
In 1905 as one of the
younger members of the
State Legislature [ began o
learn something of my native
State, its people, its resources
and |ts possibilities for the
ature. It was not, however,
til 1917 that I attempted
induce the State Legisia-

e to acquire by purchase
\ e mountainous regions
around Mt. Katahdin.

For eight years both as a
Legislator and as Governor
I worked unceasingly to se-

. éure legiviation for the- estub-
lishment of a State Park at
Katabdin, but the opposition
proved too strong and the
tegislators of those days
were not Interested. During
the years from 1817 to 1925
time after time my State
Park plans were defeated,

In 1925 those who opposed me nof:
doudt felt relleved when 1 retiredf.
fram the Qovernarship to private life;{
dbut oftentires defests later turn intof’
victories, snd 30 1t was in this Pack

No. 1—Lotty Katahdin Mountain, looking southwest and showing its dominant pc
Peak. Countless gorges and crevices indent its rugged face.

—— . ™ s
project. After leaving Augusts T gave ~>\ U
up all thought of securing any park " T it L d
p and & loed o buy a,a" Ui =
the land mysell and give It to the LITTLE PEAK
State, It Is nteresting to obsorve that ot "‘.;5'41‘
the very peopie who while I was In v g
. atilos wers my suongest opponents [T - NOR
! . later became my firm friends [ A ﬁ LS‘D ’S;
o Well Treated N BROJIK; f-‘; ., PoND
g themn 10 sel mp chelr” 1ans S v—_y,;";r\h . TORD
they trested m: courteously and fait- = e R W\ i S
i7. They told me that while they did e ety N Sgg"'f"ﬁ" 03 u'andf,'”“"t,,'
0ot ewre to sel) their iands they would G Y % -] 5.8, "y, B,
do 0 becauss they had come W ."574 Yool 7 ? % - ?2:0 \*‘:
Thiag worts “whtis TorSiio e 1 @, squAT F g ¥, s
ng worth whis for Maine. These A ne A -2 3 B
land owpers Bave showm & remark-] PEAKS A 2 & % c;_e'z. )
sbly fine sqirat and 1 want the peo- R ERS Y, e,
pie of Maing to know how iplendidly oY axak PO. ‘5,4,’02.'-
they have mu’nte« 'luh me in sell- 'ﬁW <
ng me ¢ forest landa, -7 M= -
Up 0 the tme my first purchass Y / .~::n",oc,¢- i aillitns
of 6000 scres was made i 1930, I W Lo S
sever had owned avy forest of Um- [ A ST TRAVELE
ber land. My Park started from sb- \ N al, N . e
sofuzely uothuny 20d every scre has SNSRI Rl o - oy Bord S N
been Dought alnce 1930. Today the| |NESOWADNERUNK STRICKLAND e Y £ WPV 2N
land acquired for the State totals f‘y‘-‘"‘“D‘ | g mrE Ol ;§ ¥ ? weed Aond wfift™
- L N e,
Uaes s nh m o gz nd] N\ TS L 2 .




- iney ve cooperated with me in sell-
ing their forest lands,

10 Jhe time my first purchase

of 6020 atres was rmade in 1200, I

Aever had owned any forest or um.

~er land. My Park started [rom ab-

Aoluuly nothing and every acre has

{ been bought since 1930. Today the|

land acquired for the State lotals

112945 zcres, all {n one piece ind

- comprising almast five townships. A

- township in Maine roughly speak-
’ ing contains 38 square miles,

Por all practical purposes, after 24

years of effort the Park 1 complete,
Maybe, however, 1 shail be abie to
enjargs it from lime to time {or there
18 oDt Of two aress 1t wouid de walll
t0 scquire. The Park siands night In
the center of the northern portion
of our State, a wild mountainous.
country forever set aside and held in
Trust by the State as a public park,
forest reserve and wild ife sanctu-
ary [or present and future (emn-
Hons of Msine peopie.

The distance from Portland to Lh:
aeomit of Mt, Katahdin is 250 miles.
There are several foot tralls leading

- to the summit, and & rough but pas-
*  sable motor road pssses through the
westerly portion of the Park, Al
along the way there are grand views
of Xatahdin and the other 30 peaks

within the Park ares. This dmrlcl""
is typical of the wiid lands of Maine.
I has within its borders, lakes,
swamps, beaver dams, rivers, mouns
tains, good timber lands and durnt.
over lands, meadows and boulders ia
profusion. Moose, deer, wild caty
bears, foxes snd uil the smaller ani.
mals and birds abound theretn. All
thess crestures ars safe {rom the
hunters and the sound of the axe
and ‘of falling trees never will echo

throu'h these forests, =t
Katahdin alwsys should and rmﬂ'*,

nmun the wild stormeswepl, Ul
touched-by-man region it now is:
that i3 its grest charm. Only small
cabins for mountain climbers and
those who love the wuderness shouid

. be sllowed there, only trails for those
. Who ravel on foot or horscback, 3
place whers nalure rules and where
the creatures of the fofest hold un-
ﬂkud domiajon, -~
modern  clvillzstion with itY]
tnuen and graoline fumes, its-un-
L Eghuly biliboards, s rauo and Jaze
" encrosches on the Mame wildernes
thy time yet may come when oniy
the Katahdin region remaing unde
filed by man. To 2cquire this KataH-]
din region for the people of Mxint
has been undertaken by me a3 my
.life's work, and I hope a3 the yeans
Yoll on thst this State Park will be
enjoyed by an ever-increasing num-
ber of Matne people and by :those
who come io us from beyond our

rders, -
Kauhdln stands sbove the sur<]

’ rounding plain umique in grandeur
\Ll and glory, The works of man are
b short lived, Monuments decay, build-

i 4 ings crumble and wealth vanishes,
\/ but Katahdin In its messive grandeur
b will forever remain the mountsin of
! the people of Maipe. Throughout the
ages it will stand x5 an inspiration

/\ 0 the men and women of this State.
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No. —The two highest
peaks of the Katahdin range
are shown here, Baxter Peak
(5,267 feet high), In the rear
and South Peak (5240 feet)
in the foreground.
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Altitude Of Mountains

Abol

. Barren

Black Brook
Black Cat
Bald Mt,
Baxter Peak
Billfish
Burnt
Doutle Top
Fort
Gateway
Hamlin Peak
Howe Peaks

2,306 feet
3,681 feet
feet

feet

2,820 fect
5.267 feet
. feet
feet

3,600 feet
3.861 feet
4,209 feet
4,751 feet

bo4.738 feet

No. 2—Showing Pamola Peak (4,902 feet) on the left,
and Baxter Peak on the right, with the knife edge be-
tween, At the center is The Chimney, granite-walled
gorge leading down the mountains.
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No. }—-Chimney Pond and the east wall of Katahdin.
The mafjestic Katahdin range pushes its wooded peaks
R -l more than 5,000 feet Into the air to overlook a pic-
L. turesque ares of wilderness kept in its primeval beauty
< o MILLINOCKET for the people of Maine and their visitors.
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No. 5—Three p2aks and the
%nife Edge are spread to
view in this amazing picture.
On the left are Pamola Peak
and the Knife Edge. and at
the right, Turner Mountain
(3,122 feet) and Traveler
Mountaln (4,000 feet:.
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Desr Er. Whitcomb - -
_ Iast weck when I in Boston 1 ﬂopec to v
éave he plev“uwe of » luneheon with the "Blg Three" of
the C.s.P Co, - Johp EOWever, told me you were in Hil-
linov et &t your aﬁnunl FGCtin. th er luuk for me
ch* tiu@.
_ o The map of the propored RatLonql P pk that I
'le ft with John telle 1te ovm story. 1 qo not recall that

-1 ever kioweé it o you. 1In rll modesty I -can Ssy thet

" had 1% not been for my opposition, Brewcrﬁr‘* Dill would

fhava”beccme'lrw I travelled, vorked, spoke, prepsred
-~ resolutione for Clubs and ﬁaﬂietie’ and ront ﬂi:hﬁ tokéhe
}\"Iua*ion 1 Pard In..ﬂdkl'?lﬁl“..{}f - in ¥ nmiu_,mou. '

ewster slrondy hed ﬁ@&¢ 9'~*a?v:f
tational Park'whi yas abroa
ot thet the riret gme% alresdy ha
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te s il :

by the wachington ¢

: P tog “pns were tsion

resolutions fﬂvow £ them pacsed by Borrdc of fTrade
Yationsl Pa*k pﬁoplc ‘wero strong for the prolect.
know, the Pablic often is crusel. Some people weré ©
that the Grest lorthern Psper Coupany had too ﬁuch'&

land and chould glve up some of 1t "{or
ple”. Such idess ore fer too prevalent end murt be broken
“dovn. The bLill, however, Gled as & Tes lt_of,my efforte
snd I am the only per"ﬂn vho could have sccomplished this
reszult. ~Hed Brewster one uncnecknm,lsﬂ e few months long-
er, 1t woald heve been too lste. '
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loral peomie would

best 1ands
involved, ) £
B.7 . Governm abtﬁixea a foot] .
.vou“c not. hgve bCL; content to takﬁ cnly,F_
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tvoen 207 and 25¢ heve come from you, A* you know;
I vory wmich want that 10,000 acres in T 2 > R 9, in
order to control the spproeches to the Par; end 1 am
- sure thet ultimetely you vill let me hnve 1t, As
the well lmorn aavcrt;semeat reads  YEventuslly, why
not now " ' : : '

Toe veeyw viter next 1 oZ pocu to e in Yow
York, sbout wednssdey tho ninth o Fta*ue“y, and
would your Directors llkc to tﬁl“ with me sbout the
Park snd its future development 2 IF **ﬂy have not
. seeh the mep, they will be Iinterested to learn of
.. what they escapsd. Plosce $ave tho M,p for my rec-
' ds, ’

or

- with kind regards to the "Bl Three™
above montione - =

PO

T ¥y, williem uhitcomb
201 Devon Street
- Boston.

o
Yamanchusctte,.
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s o~ . UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS
ADDRESS OMLY
THE DIRECTOR, KATIONAL PARK SEAVICE 54,

N

-

*, March 28, 1944.

¥r. L. L. Bean,

Freeport, ;%J
Maine. ' jl
Dear Mr. Bean:

I must thank you for your fine letter of March 21, and for
the copy of your book "Hunting, Fishing and Camping,® which came
in today.

‘Just as we anticipated, your book is a lively and colorful
presentation of practical facts. The best stream fishing day
I've had in many years was on the South Branch of Trout Brook,
up there northwest of Mt. Katahdin. Your book brings back that
day all over again. Also, of course, it contains reference in-
formation that will help round out our library.

Referring again to yowr letter, it has been my pleasure to
meet Governor Baxter, and to have handled correspondence with him
regarding the Mt. Katahdin area. Certainly he has done, and is
doing, a remarkable work in acquiring for the public the land for
Baxter State Park. The National Park Service has considered that
area as a possibility for national park purposes, and, while our
discussions with Mr. Baxter have not always revealed exactly the
same objectives, we have always been on terms of the highest mutual
regard. He 1s to be commended unreservedly for his success in that

. difficult and important conservation undertaldng.-

With all kind regards and good wishes,
Sincersly yours, ,
A Y
George L. Collins,
Assistant Chief,

National Park Division,
Branch of lands.
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i ; " UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS
ADORESS ONLY
'“F DIRECTOR, MATIONAL PARK SERVICE ’ 54’
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April 14, 1944.
Mr. Percival P. Baxter,
-Portland 3, Maine.
Dear Mr. Baxter:

It was thoughtful of you to write your note of April 10 after
Mr. Bean showed you my recent letter touching on Katahdin interests.

While nothing would give me greater pleasure than an opportunity
to visit with you on the subJect of Baxter State Park, stringent war-
time economies being practiced by our Service will not permit me to

. plan such a visit, at least at this time.

Copies of your letter, together with copies of this reply are
being sent to Associate Director Demaray in Washington and to Re-
gional Director Taylor in Richmond, Virginia. I recall that you
visited Mr. Demaray and me in his office several years ago and you
may likewise have met Mr. Taylor. At any rate, they both have high
admiration for your conservation activities and know a good deal
about Baxter State Park. It is possible that one or the other of
those gentlemen' will be in New England some time this year and
could pay you a visit. Of course, the National Park Service people
at Acadia National Park would be delighted to discuss with you any
developmental or park use problems which you may be finding in your
work at Mount Katahdin.

With lkind regards end all good wishes,

Sincerely yours,

George L. Collins,
Assistant Chief,
National Park Division,
Branch of lands.

2%
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL. PARK SERVICE )
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THE DIRECTOR, NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 5l

12

February 10, 1947,

Mr, Percival P, Baxter,
562 Congress Street,
Portland 3, Maine.

My dear Mr. Baxter:

It was thoughtful of you to send me the reprint from the Portland
Evening Express of January 8, describing the latest addition to Baxter
State Parke. Please accept my heartiest oongratulations both for the
success of your project thus far and for the fact that your efforts
have not gone unappreciated as is evidenced by the text of the reprint.

I am partiocularly gratified that the Katahdin region should at last
"be so well protected because, as I am sure you know, the National Park
Service for years has had a definite interest in its preservation. The
State of Maine and our whole country are certainly fortunate that you are
among those occasional citizens who have the publie spirit, the genserosity,
and the vision to devote time, ei‘fort and perscnal fortunes to such greatb
conservation oauses.

With very best regards and all good wishes, I am
Sincerely yours,

ewton B. D nxr/
. Director.
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© United States Department or tho lntarior

Baxteq = , /947

Fav . )
A ‘/Eo/c/ejl, ) ) ‘ ' - hlaszd, /'7'
¢ £o o )} . . .
Fobruary .
seventeonth
1.9 4 % —

~ Dear Direotof Drufy -

™

Your letter of February tenth cume this
mornin g and 1t 1s enoouraging to know that you ap-
prove of what I am dolng here in Knine in thg Mt, Ka=-
You will be interested to know that our
Stote Forester who keeps acourate reccrdz of all for-
8at lands in our State tells mo that tne aresa of Dax-
tor Stute Puark now 1s 187,461 mcres, I hepe ta lncreuse
this from cimo tQ bimo a4 additioual purcuu&oq are
\Aﬁflb. .

-—

' %oma yenra azo when Mr. Albri it was Direc-

' tor of your. Department, I vialted Glacler Rationel -

Purk nnd Yellowstone Eational Purk undor -his &usplces
and had @ moat iniorming snd interesting trip, It .
wat o great experience sna I hope to ;0 ugaln, Ko~
poclally am I anxious to make another trip to Lna

Grand Cnnyon,nﬁ&pfﬂﬁwlb’ }«4«71&

"~ what you are doin for the present gonera~
tion and tho:e rnat follow 1n monumontal. 2

R : ’ -

1 hopa to- havo the pleasure of meeting you
poraonallj sqme time in the not too distunt future,.

-

My kind:ragnrda.]

1

Honordblo Xewton B. Drury
" Director Natlonal Park Service

¢hlcago

Illinols.
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Dear Director Diury -

Yeur lottor ofs March tenth togothior «-ith the copy-
' Jof your "ok Conservatlon® peport came in duc courso. and I
arn-hap.y to ‘.-mvo 1%, 'I‘hh report 18 monumontnl nnd I road

it with deep lrtoreat .and thann: yuu I‘or it.

ther I waz Governor at Au‘ﬂ«ﬁa 1 had co“faln'cor-
rcapindonce ~ith thae late ~.tep‘lm Metheor nnd was inepirad
by hin to do so ’lothl"l,__ ' or my Stnte. Althouch I- never hnd

the plcs-rur-q of maoting t;:r. .’d.qt;hex- what ho wrote to me and

. : v . .
the documents he sont gave me coursrge to undertalke a project

- which began Ir & 3uall way end which now had grown to u
ma jor un:iertakin;;. A ) ‘

..—x'

‘Somr dny 1 hope to have tho plcu*u"e of 'eem~

’”

you, mt nenm'hilo sm:d my klnd rebw-ds.

-','“ e 31,[1?;0!"61}' . ‘,

To=
lonorablo kewton B, Drury - o i -
- Diroctur, Katlonal Park Servlco : '
.U. S, Department of° the Intarlor -
chicazo .
Illinolﬂ.
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November
thirteenth
l1 ¢ 5 1

Dear Mr. kcKay -

On my first evening at home after a month's ab-
sence I read your yuarterly report and the article in the
8cripps-Howard Kews. T..c [lrst sthows what honest, able
manarenent can do in operating a great industry, the [inest
in Mesine; the second eiplains to outsiders now newsprint

is made from the growing tree to the finished roll.

Mr. Caspar, Mr. Hilton, Mr. Weldon and Mr. Hume
deserve the fine recognition civen them. I feel at home |
H
with your people wherever I.meet them, either in New York,.

Boston, Bangor or the Woods.

Mr. Johnson of the U.S. Prust Compah& rebrsééhtﬁ i
vasts stores of money; he seid 2 1/2 villions in his Trust
Department. That Is tos much for me to grasp; the power
of thct soncy 1s tremendous. To go into als Bank would
make me feel most insisnificant; probvably to speak to him
or to thoe President of his institution'would be more dirffl-
cult thaun to gain an interview with our Harry Truman { I

shall hold to the good o0ld S.5.D. & T. Co. under &M.J;1bié??

I wanted to speak to you about the small area of
land I am asking you to sell me. This area has less than
3707 acres; it 1s poor land, stands alone miles apart from

your other lands and is surrounded on all sides by the

19357

13



To-

Eastern Corporation and the Park. I seek to acquire it
so that tae road which the State and myself Jointly con-
structed this Swmmer wiii be . Llidly within ths Park.
John “cbLeod has a small map that showgthe isolation of
this piece of land. My Park secems now to‘huve reached
its limit, for om all sides it 1s enclosed by owners who

do not care to sell, except perhaps the Lustern.

On my tour to the National Parks in the South West,

I learned more about the attempt that was made to make 5
Y

Ketahdin a National Park. As u matter of fact I have both'

the official map issued by the Department of the Intsricré?l”i'“*‘

showing "Mt, Katahdin National Park™, and the offiéiil
douse Bill introduced into Congress. In all modesty I can
say that I stooped this in 1ts tracks, otanerwise the U. S.
Gov.roment with all its power to-day would have been 1in
the midst of our timber lands, the results of wnich misht
have been unfortunate for priyate owncrsnip oi our forest
areas. It always is rood to sit down and talk with you.

My kind regards.

Sincerely

Mr. William O. kKcKay

President Great Northern Paper Company
201 Devonshire Street

Boston

Mass: chusctis,
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De#r Ralph -

- As requested by you I looked into the reeards ra-4

lating tO ‘the proposed "it. Katshdin Hatianal Park ’-f”

-; ;Park would have obliterated the area denated by ne
-+ State and .would have turned it over to tﬁ&
ment. I was much distressed and immed

To=-
Honorabl
room 520 at 142 Iligh Strest
Portland
Maine.

been my life's work.

§'Chambersubf Commerce and similar organigatis

' It is now rifteen 3earo -since Senator Brawater,
then e Rupresentative, introduced the Bill for the establish-
ment of this Park. In view of his having made complste
amends and -of his having assured me that he would withdraw
the Bill and would never take any further action to interfere
with Baxter State Park, 1t would seem unwise and unfalr to
bring the matter into the present political campaign.

It is true that the proposed Mt.. Satéhdi

campaign to protect what is now Baxter 8 ate Park whi;

Journeya were made to Hashington

These groups took a firm stand sgainst RepreSontative Brews-
ter's proposal. The late George Otls Smith and other public
Spirited ¥uine citizens gave me thelr cordial support. It -
was & long story and a nard fousht contest but eventually

1t came out all right. The Park at that tlme, §,000 acres,
was saved for Kalne and 1s now 141,712 &acres.

I ar enacav orlnb to keep ont‘xu;] out of pol*tlcal
controversy and fear that 10 "Cuxter Stute Park® 1s orought
into it w7 ndme also will become involved wecausc the Parb
and myscl¢ are insepnargble. This being so I hLope you will not
disturb the present peaceful situation.

Always with my. kind regards.

Sincerely

e Ralph ¥.Farris
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Mey 19, 1952

Fonorable Percival P. Baxter
Portland 3, Maine

Dear Fercy:

I recelved your good letter of May 6, giving me the in-
formation which I reguested concsrning the proposed "Mt.
}/\ - .

Katzhdin Natilonal Fark."

I note that 1t 1s now nearly fifteen years since Ssnator
Brewster, a memher of the Houss at that time, introduced the bill
or the establishment of a National Park, ftaking in and surround-
ng the area which 1s now Baxtzr “tate Fark, I do not know what
vrompted Mr. Brswster at that time to introduce such a bill with-
out consulting you or the members of the Park Commission before
introducing such a vicious piece of legislation and only for o
vour timely action there is no telling but what the Mt. Katehdin :
region might bte at this time a National Park area. The State =~
would have lost the gift which you have made sincg this pro= R

vosed legislation, :

5y

o g

(o]

I agree with you that the proposed Mt., Katahdin National
Park would have obliterated the area which had been donated:
by you in trust to the State and because of your activity
at that time and your generosity since, the Park area now be=-
longs to the <tate of Maine for all 1ts people and consists now
of 141,712 acrses.

You state that vou are sndeavoring to keep out of political
controversy and fear thet if "Baxter State Park" 1s brought into
it you will become involved bscause the Park and you ars insep=-
arabls and you hiope that I will not disturd the pressnt vsace
of the situation. Insofar as I am concerned, I will not dis-~
turb this situ.tion. However, it is a matter of public record
and itgcan bs bourn out by ths congressional rscord that such
a bil%&introduced by Mr. Breswster when he was a member of the
Eouse 'and 1t was aimed against the rights of the people of Maine,
and if this matter should be Srought into the campaign you may
rzst assured that I have not had anything to do with it as I
willl regard your wishss in this matter.

Rest wishes and kindest versonal rsgards,
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“° . Dear Ralph -

On returning home I.‘rom Bangeley I have
your letter or the nineteenth and ths.nk you ror it« .

You certainly are most 'considerate and ii‘

the matter of the Park is brought into the present po=- -~ -

litical contest I shall know it was not done Ly you. .

aiwayisi' gaod ta

It 15

‘we mar neet more afteu._

. Go:diiilx?_m
. To- ‘ '
Honorable Ralph W. Farris
room 520.
Ro. 142 High Street
Portland

Maine. -
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Speeches and National Park Controversy
Correspondence

Part 6: Miscellaneous Personal Documents

OVERVIEW

The miscellaneous documents in this part of the compilation have no direct bearing on the Governor’s vision for
Baxter State Park. Rather they consist of biographical material, various honors and tributes that he received, and trust
and estate documents.

ANNOTATIONS

6.1 Biographical Material

The biographical materials focus on the period of Baxter’s tenure as Governor (1921-1925). They include his offi-
cial announcement of Governor Frederick Parkhurst’s death on 31 January 1921, two resumes, and a speech that was
delivered at the dedication of the Maine Sailors and Soldiers Memorial in Kittery on 11 November 1924. The speech
was placed in a time capsule that was not to be opened until Armistice Day in 1999.

The two resumes, one prepared for the National Cyclopedia of American Biography and the 1924 time capsule
speech shed light on Baxter’s family history and personal life as well as his sense of accomplishment in public office.
It is interesting to note that while his Mt. Katahdin State Park project was mentioned in the two resumes, his guber-
natorial administration’s most significant legacy was perceived to be the protection of the state’s water power
resources. In a somewhat ironic passage in the Maine Sailors and Soldiers Memorial “time capsule” speech he
lamented: “I leave office in a few weeks, cheerful and happy, but with regret that I can not do all the things I would
like to do for my State and her People.” In this self-deprecating assessment of his accomplishments in the public sec-
tor, there is no hint of what he may have had in mind as a private citizen for Mt. Katahdin and the surrounding region.

There were two events in Baxter’s life that would prove to have profound influence on his desire to create a state
park at Katahdin. The first was young Percival’s visit with his father, James Phinney Baxter, to the Oquossoc Angling
Association from 24 May to 3 June 1884. The records of the association report that the largest fish caught during the
visit “was taken in Cupsuptic lake June 2%, by Percival, and weighted seven and three quarters pounds before being
dressed. The guide made his weight eight pounds, when taken from the water.”? This was the famous eight pound
squaretail trout that is the subject of Baxter’s 1964 retrospective account, which reads, in part, as follows:

Fish were not biting. About an hour before dusk my father said to me “My boy; for every trout you catch
five pounds or over I will give you $10.00 per pound”. In less than an hour, entirely by my own efforts, I
brought an eight pound trout into the boat. I was the hero of the day. . . .

' “Armistice Day — November Eleven — 1924,” p. 2.
2 Harland R. Kidder, Superintendent of the Oquossoc Angling Association, letter of 7 July 1958 to Percival P. Baxter.
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That evening in the Club House where the members were sitting before the fire in due ceremony I was pre-
sented with eight $10 bills. After I put these in my pocket one of the Club members said, “Now young man
what are you going to do with all this money?” My reply was made promptly “I am going to put it in the
Bank.” Everyone present was much amused. On returning to Portland I placed the money in the Bank and
have left it there ever since, eighty years.’

The bank account reportedly had grown to in excess of $1,000 by the time of Baxter’s death.

The second profound experience was Baxter’s participation in the 1920 expedition to Katahdin organized by Patten
lumberman, Burton W. Howe. Arthur G. Staples’s lengthy account of the expedition appeared in the Lewiston Journal
Magazine Section on 2 October 1920.* Both the quality of the microfilm image and its length preclude reproduction
here; however, those interested in this formative experience are encouraged to examine Staples’s article.

In brief, the trip was conceived as a way of promoting Baxter’s proposal to create a state park at Katahdin commem-
orating the centennial year of Maine’s statechood. The expedition included not only Baxter, a candidate for the next
President of the Senate, but also Charles P. Barnes, who was widely regarded as the favored candidate for Speaker
in the next House of Representatives. The guide was Roy Dudley. The expedition’s itinerary included crossings of
both the East Branch of the Penobscot and Wassataquoik Stream and the trek from Katahdin Lake to Chimney Pond.
Baxter’s ascent to Monument Peak was via the Pamola Trail and the Knife Edge. Staples reported Baxter stating after
reaching the summit: “I wouldn’t do it again for a million; I wouldn’t have missed it for a million.”

6.2 Public Perceptions, e.g., Honors, Tributes, Testimonials

Throughout Governor Baxter’s lifetime he was the recipient of numerous awards and tributes. Correspondence per-
taining to many of those awards and tributes appear in chronological order. The recognition was both from within the
State of Maine and the wider environmental community, including officials of the U. S. Department of the Interior.

The most significant in-state recognition, other than earlier legislative initiatives naming Baxter Peak® and Baxter
State Park’ for the former Governor, was the sculpture executed in bas-relief that was unveiled on 24 March 1965 at
the State House during the 102™ Maine Legislature’s tribute.

Governor Baxter’s most notable national recognition was the Conservation Service Award, the U. S. Department of
Interior’s highest acknowledgment of achievement that was conferred upon him by Secretary Stewart L. Udall on 25
May 1962. In addition, in 1965 a number of prominent Americans, including President Lyndon B. Johnson and
Supreme Court Justice William O. Douglas, wrote tributes at the request of Edmund Ware Smith of Damariscotta.
Justice Douglas’s hand-written letter read as follows:

Percival P. Baxter is our foremost conservationist. He was a pioneer whose voice pleaded for wilderness val-
ues when exploitation was the theme of the day. Biologist, botanist, ecologist—he has helped educate two
generations of Americans on the spiritual values of the outdoors, of free-flowing rivers, of alpine meadows,
of cold pure springs.®

* Retrospective “fish account” by Percival P. Baxter, circa 1964.

* A microfilm copy of the account can be found at the Lewiston Public Library. Quality issues and the sheer length
preclude reprinting of the article and the extraordinary photographs from the expedition.

> Arthur G. Staples, “Katahdin—-The Highest Mountain in the Wildest Park of New England—-The Story of a
Seventy-Five Mile Trip to Its Summit, Told in Plain Prose with Many Adventures,” Lewiston Journal, October 2,
1920, Magazine Section, p. 5.

¢ Resolves 1931, Chap. 94, RESOLVE, Changing the Name of Monument Peak on Mt. Katahdin to Baxter Peak,
Approved April 2, 1931.

"Resolves 1933, Chap. 103, RESOLVE, Naming That Portion of Township 3, Range 9, WE.L.S., Piscataquis County,
5,960 Acres, Donated to the State by Percival Proctor Baxter, “Baxter State Park,”

Approved March 23, 1933.

§ William O. Douglas letter of 19 July 1965 to Edmund Ware Smith.
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6.3 Wills and Trusts

The principal items in this final segment are Percival P. Baxter’s will dated 9 September 1966 and the 18 May 1966
amendment to the Trust of 6 July 1927. It was through this infer vivos trust created in 1927, as amended through 18
May 1966, wherein Governor Baxter donated the residuary of his trust estate to Baxter State Park with instructions
to Boston Safe Deposit and Trust Company, as trustee. This is the so-called “Boston Trust.” In addition, copies of the
Private and Special Law of 1961 and 1965, Chapters 21 and 30, respectively, are included. These were the legisla-
tive vehicles for the acceptance of gifts of capital stock creating the Baxter State Park Trust Fund. This trust fund is
commonly referred to as the so-called “State Trust.”
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For The NHational Cyclopedia of American Blography-~
Jannes T, White & Co., 70 Mifth Ave,, New York City.
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BAXTHR, Peréival Pﬁoctor,'éﬁth Governor of haine
(1921-1924), was born at Portland, linine, Nov. 22, 1876, son of James
Phinney (q.v.) and lichetabel Curmings (Proctor) Baxter. His earliest
known paterndl American ancestor was Simon Baxter who resided at Hew
London, Conn, in 1721, From Simon and his first wife Abigail liann, the
line of descent is traced through their son William; his son Elihu and
his wife Triphena Taylor; their son Elihu Baxter and his second wife
Sarah Cone, who were the grandparents of Percival Procfor Baxter. ‘The
tradition is that BSimon Baxter was a kinsman of Hev. Richard Baxter of
“Saint's Hest" fame, He subsequently settled at Hebron, Conn., where he
added to his homestead many other acres, and in spite of the hard times
of the wilderness and the Indianbwars accunulated and maintained a com-
petency, Willism Baxter was;a‘sbldier in Captain Hierley's company
from Middletown, Conn,, in thé French and Indian war, and a meuber of
the ill-fated expedition against Havana, Cuba, in 1762, Elihu Baxter
was an eminent physician of Gorham and Portland, Maine, James Fhinney
Baxter of Portland, llaine, father'ﬁf the governor, was a financier, his-
torian and aﬁthdr. On his‘mother's side he is descended from the Puri-
tans who founded the Massachusetts Bay Colony in 1628-9, and is the lin-
eal descendant of seven Colohial Govérnors of Magsachusetts, and of John

Proctor the Salem witchceraft martyr. Percival Proctor Baxter received
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his early cducation iﬂ the public schools of Portland and in the
Lton House School, LOndbn, Ingland. He was graduated A, B, at Bow-
doin College in 1898 and at Harvard Law School in 1901 with the
degree L.L.B., and in the sane year was admitted to the liaine and
guffolk County (liass.) bar.' He never actively engaged in the
practice of law byt devoted himself to business and to public affairs,
He éerved in the liaine house of representatives during 1905-06,
1917-18, 1919-20, and was a leader in the equal suffrage movement.
In 1920 and 1924 he was a delegate to the Hepublican national conven-
tion, the latter year being Chairnan éf the liaine delepation. He
served in the State senate during 1909-10 and 1921, and was president
of that body, Upon the death of Governor Frederick Hale Parkhurst,
who had been in office but twenty-five days, he succeeded him as 46th
governor of liaine, January 3lst, 1921, tfor the term 1921-22, and was
elected for the term 1923-24,., Governor Baxter has been identified
with the moverent to conserve and deveélop, for the benefit of the
people of kaine, the great natural resources of the state, its water
power and timberlands, These resources had cone under the control
of private monopolies which exercised « dominating influence over state
politics, and Governor Baxter established the principle now accepted as
a fixed state policy, that the people of ilaine should control these re-
sources and that liaine's water power should be controlled by and for
the benefit of the public, Governor Baxter was the spbasor of the
lfaine Water Power Cormission and of the movement to male lit, Katahdin,

the highest peak in the State, a state parl and forest reserve, As an
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active opponent of the water power lobbj, he won a spectacular
victory tn the winter of 1922-1925 by defeating the legislature

in its attempt tobconvey to private interests one of the largest
watersheds of the upper Kennebec. The ©ill had been passed by
the legislature, vetoed by the governor, and passed over his ve-
to, when he had o petition for a peoplels referendun prepared and
circulated, which received over 25,000 signatures within ten days,
Aftef that occurred without waiting for a referendunm the legla-
lature promptly repealed the measure which it twice had passed,
Governor Baxter is also a fearless opponentrof speciol privilege
and sponsored the anti-pass law which destroyed the hold of the
trangportation coulpanies upon state politics. As a lover of an-
imals and sponsor of huwane legislation, Governor Baxter secured
the passage of the first state anti-vivisection lav applying %o
all schools within the state receiving money from the public
treasury. 'He was the leader of the woman's suffrage and prohibi-
tion causes in %he linine legislature both beiore and at the time
of the Hatification of the 18th and 19th Federal constitutional
aniendi"ents, Ile is vitally interested in hunane education, and
upon the death of his dog ”Garryh, a favorite coupanion, he caused
the flag on the state~house to be displayed at half-niast to remind
the public of the faithful services and sacrifices of anirals and
the duty of hwaane appreciation and kindness, Ie gave special at-
tention to the public school system of the state, expecially the
rural schools in the small places, with the result that to-day

every child in haine is able to et an elementary education. He

L
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also proposed a constitutional anendrent prohibiting the use of
any public money for sectarian schools, and was sponsor of the

law requiring the reading of the Bible in the public schools, -
Ile succeeded in reaucing the state tax by 49 per cent during

his first term as governor, He insisted on rigid economy in state

[ #2]

expenditures, a policy which exiended to his own household, lecad-
ing nin to refuse to accept an appropriation of 27,000, which the
legislature made.for the nmaintenance of the executive nansion,

He is a member of the Phli Beta Kappa Society, Delta Kappa Epsi-
lon fraternity, the Harvard clubs of Boston and New York, and

the Cumberland and other local clubs of laine, He finds his

chief recrcation in yachting, farming and in the out-of-door life

of the liaine woods,. He is a Congregationalisy and unmarried,
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PERCIVAL P. BAXTER

Governoy of Maine, 1981=-1925

The Honorable Porcival P. Baxter of Portland was President
of the State Senate in 1681, and Leoame Governor of laine upon thq
death of Governor Parkhurst on Januery 81, 1921. He was elested
Governor in Septeuber, 1922, for a termm ending January, 1925, mak-
ing a four year service, o

Governor Baxter was horn in Portland, November 22nd, 1876, the
son of Hon, James Fhimney Baxter, six tilmes liayor of Portland, He
obtained hls early edugation in the publis schools of Portland, and
Pitted for college at the Eton House Sehool, Landon, England, and fram
the Partland High Sehool from whigh he graduated in 1894, He then
entered Bowdoin College, graduating with honors in 1898, Vhile in
college ha was a member of the Delta Kappa Epsilon fraternity, wak
editor of the Bowdoin Orient, and in 1897 was eue of the origlnators
and the first editor of the Bowdoln Quill, a literary periodicals -
Ho was also a member of the honorary society of Fni Beta Kappa, After
purauing legal studles in the office of Libby, Rabinson & Turner and
at the Harvard Law Sehool, from which he recelved the degree of LL.B.
in 1901, he waas adunitted teo the Suffolk County Bar, MHasasachusotts, and
to the Cumborland County Bar, Maine, in 1901. He 1a a member of the
Cumberland, Lincoln and Portland clubs, Howard Clubs of Boston and New
York, and of the Portland Yacht Glub,

Governor Baxter has beézi astive in Ropublican State Conventions,
and in 1920 was a dolegate %0 the National Republican Convention in
Chigago. He has had a long and arduous service as a membor of the
Leglslature in both branches; serving in the House of Representatives
in 1906-1908, 1917-1918, 1919-1920, and in the Scnate in 1900-1910,
1921-19228, In 1921 hia support £or the prealdensgy of the Senate was
80 strong that no opponent deslared himsslf aguinst hlm and he was
electod unanimoualy to this offlce,

During the time Governor Baxter was in the Leglslature he took an
active interest in Woman's Suffrage and for three sessions was the
leader of the movament in the Kaine Legislature, 5ince ha became
Governor he has ahown that he waa sincere in his deaire that women
should be recognized politically for he has appointed women as Pro-
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bation Officer upon Boards of Hospital‘Tmsteea and other institutlonal
boards, and has also a;ﬁpointed ane woman a8 & nanboy of the Board of
County Gommuaioners, and one to the lupartant posi.tion of a membor of
the Board of Reglstration of Medlcine, '

Gavernor Baxter 13 a great lover of animals and, both as a private
cltizen and in publig 11fe, has taken an active interest in their wel-
farc and done much towards furthering the humane work of the State;
Govarnor Baxtor waa t;hé father of the firat law ngulnat viviseetlon.

He introdused into the Legislature and secured the passage of the first
anﬁi-viviseotl.on law that was ever placed upon the statutos of the State,
and. hiainb is the firat state to pass any antievivissction legislation,
Governor Baxter also was the first Governor to issue a proclanation
establishing Bird Day, which was done to interest the children in the
State in the important gubject or gonservation of bird life,

Governor Baxter was the father of the first anti-pass law to be
initiated in the State, which made 1t 1llegal far transportation oo~
paniea to issue passes o public officlals, The passage of. this law
has had a very wholeaome effect, and public officlals are no longer
under obligation to public gervice corporations,

Twa quostions with which Governor Baxter has became ldentified
are the preservation of Maine's forcata and the public control of laine's
water powers for the bonefit of Maine people, Governar Baxter dealres
that the State of Kaine begin o huy up waste and burned over tiwberland
t0 be used for reforestation so that in the years to come laing may have
forest resources that will provide such forest products as are required
by the State, That Maine once owned 9,000,000 acres of timbsrland and
now owns but 300,000 = and this out up and poattered in different partl
of the State - ahmu the necossity for aome defdiite program of regainins
waste landa tox- roforeatation purposes, Governor Baxter is the father

| B
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of the Mount Eatahdin State Park project, and he beliecves that the State

should hegin to aequire the most picturesque portians of MHount Katahdin

30 that eventually the State may own the entire Mountain and uake It the

finest recreation spot in the Now imgland Statos, The plan is to lay out

roads and bulld camps in thia territory so that poople of modarate msans
wmay enjoy this wonderful scenery,

|
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"I.n regard to the kalng Vater Power problem, Governor Baxter
belleves thare are threa cardinal points: two of thase have been
settled after a contest of five years; the third is as .ye‘t unsettled,

The first is that Maine's Water Powers and Water Storage shall
be kept within the State and used here for the benefit of Laine's
pooplas, and that if these natuml resources are dovaloped by private
corporations, it should be done under 10&:03 mt.har than by deeds
which would tranafer the tltle/to sald oarporations., Under & lease
the State would retain actual ouwnership, ‘and the leass would bring into
the State a rovemue in the fom of rental which would be applled towards
reduelng the tax burdens of the people,
The scoond 1a that where & valuable franchise in tho publia
lzkes has been GIVEN to & corporation, that bhé State may take back
the franchlse 1f the public nseds require it, withcut the State's being
obliged to pay for the franchiss itself, The State would, of o__ouréo,
pay for any money that had actually been expended on, or invested in,
the property by the corporatlon, and would relmburse the corporation for
all ita outlays, imu the State would not be obligad to pay for a franchize ‘
which 1t gave away and which 1t sought to take back for the public needs,
Thesa two points have becn settled, The third, which is as yet
unsottled, is that the State should encourege the private developuent
of VWater Powers by the conatruction of State atoragg yeservoirs, These :
reservoirs will hold back tho flood waters of the spring and early sunmxer,,'
80 that the flow of ull Malne rivers will be constant, and this would
provide a dependable source of power for the mill cwmors on Maine's rivers,
Theas roscrvolrs can be bullt by the State on a business basis and will h
roturn o the State a handsouwe Income upon the Investuwent, 7This Incoume
would roeduce the tax lovies or the State, while the private water power
OWRGT' 3., Whoad conflicting interests now prevent tham from uniting in '
bu..l.dd.ng storage daas, will be groeatly banefited »y this constructicn,
Govornor Baxter has always been in favor of State and National
Prohibition end has talken a positive stand in favor of atriet and ium-
partial enforcemont of the Prohibitory Law. He has ropeatedly announced
his purpose to give the ahexriffs of the State whatevor support thoy
nced and 1s detormined to enforce these laws 8o that the State will
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always nvavu',p to its tamperance principles,

Governor Baxter 1s a bellever in good roada, and is of the
opinlon that 'the roads of the State ghould at all times bae properly
maintained, He does not belleve that it is Wise £o bulld expensive
£Oads and then allow them 0 fall into degay. The Governor also deslres
to do gvarything in his power to build up the aob.abl systen of the
State and has made extensive trips over the State personally invgsti-
gating achool conditions, He belleves that above all olse the children
of the State should be glven a fair atart in life, and he hopes to sse

Maine's percentage of 11literacy greatly reduged durlng his term of office,

The chlef acocompllgiment of the BOth Leglalature under vaernor :

Baxtor was the extraordinary redustion in the State texes, The figures ek

show that the State tax for the calendar year 1921 is but 51% of the
averago State tax fox the years 1919--1921, The total State tax leviéd
againgt the oltlies and towna in 1930 was $4,159,09$.55, wherqu"iﬁe_
-total State tax levied agoinst the game c¢ities and towns,tdi'v the 12
‘months of 1921 1s $2,093,672.47, .This shows a saving to the people
of the State in this one item of $2,045,421.08, This 1n spite of ‘
the fact that ample provision has been made to tuke care of the state
ingtitutions, atate departments and state charities, and a reasonable
margin allowed for sontingencics,.

fThough Governor Baxter became Governor under trying and wmusual
circunstances yet, because of this, he cams free £ram any prawlses or
obligatlona expressed or lmplied, and 80, in sarrying on the work of his
office, 18 responsible only 40 the peaople oi' ¥sineg, While Gavernor
of the State of ¥aine he desires to be the Governor of the whole State,
to act for the intersst of all the people of the State, and to recog-
nize or favor no speaial groups or intereats; and'to do thls regardless
of any persanal political asugcesas or fallure which it may bring.
Accordingly his opportunities, as well as his obligationa to the people
of ¥aine are great,

Tl bom i S -
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STAYE O MAINE
mcuuvx. nwmamn
Jamaz'y 31, 1921,

fo the People of the State ot Maind and to the denators and
- Representatives of the Eightieth Lagialatnre now in session.,

It has become my sad auty to announce to you that Governor
Frederiock Hale rarkhurst died at his offiaial residence in Augusta,
at twelve minutes after nine o olook thia morning, January thirty
first, nineteen hundred twenty one. -

Strioken in the prime of life 88 he stood upon the threshold ot
an honorable am useful gareey as cbier hxenut:lve, his death brings
deep soyYTOW to OUYr 3tates Our sympathy goes out to the members
of his family in this hour of their grief,

The body of the late Governor will lie in state in the rotunda
of the Capitol on Wedﬁeadw February seoond next and business will
be suspended in the State House on"that day as we_ll as on the day
of tls Tfumral. . o _ '

I suggest that & cammittes of the Semate and House be appointed
to cmfer with me about the arrangementa to be made by the 8tate fory
the funeral ceremonies. »

In accordamoe with the mwovisions of the conatitution and the laws
of Maine, I have assumed the duties o:r Chief Executive and hereby
request that all public oﬁlces within the State be oloeea upon the

- dgg of the funeral ‘;hursday Febyuary thirad a.nd I have ordered all
flags upon the buildiings of the State to be placed and to remain at

halt mast for a period of sixXty days as & mark of respect to our
late Governor.
(Signed)  Peroival L. Baxter,

Governore



JUN-B1-2081 13:60 ME.BUR PARKS & LANDS 207 287 3823 P.92

- % LA g M“ﬂ wes W\ wirTe t vwe:- - Uav- t—— = \M oo olvnee S
w Klow of Mo Sedovg and Soldeers ,m,mu.i, tha, Matine
 STATE OF MAINE
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
AUGUSTA

ARMISTICE DAY - YEMBER ELEVEN - 1924

To the People of the State of Maine
Who shall open this box in the years to come

Greetings!

It was at first planned to have some simple, commonplace tablet placed upon the bridge
as its memorial feature and $5000 was appropriated for the purpose. This plan was about to be
carried out when I came into the Governorship. -

Due solely to my initiative and efforts and upon my suggestion the land on which this
memorial is placed, bounded by four streets, was condemned and acquired by the State and
dedicated for memorial purposes exclusively. My next step was to obtain a suitable design for
the memorial itself. After consulting with sculptors and artists and conveying to them my ideas
as to what I wanted, I selected the granite and bronze that today is to be formally dedicated. This

_entire memorial was conceived and carried out by me, the Smith Granite Co. of Westerly, Rhode
.Island and Miss Bashka Paeff of Boston, Mass. doing the granite and the sculptural work
respectively. The Governors Council and Soldiers' Memorial Committee merely ratified my
plans.

War is based on hate and selfishness: Military power is fostered by vanity and pride and
those who seek to perpetuate it do so to retain power and position.

I have spoken for Peace until they call me a Pacifist. 1 have endured abuse and ridicule

because [ have stood against those who by glorifying War hold back the World's progress toward
Peace.

Our sailors and soldiers were brave men,; they did their duty and rendered noble service.
Civilians also are called upon to serve in times of Peace, and their heroisms entitle them to a
place of honor on the Nation's rolls. All good citizens respond when called upon to serve, some
in one way, others in another.

War must go. Its cruelty, its shame, its false glory have dominated human thought far too
long.

This bronze tablet is unique. Some sculptors wanted me to accept designs showing
soldiers with guns and bayonets, dressed in uniform'and accoutered for war. These were tawdry
and common. This bronze teaches the lessons of War's devastation, waste, and portrays its
sacrifice. In the background the wounded are being helped to places of safety. I like the distant
figures, they portray man’s finest qualities. The dogs are given prominent positions, one in the
foreground lying beside his dead Master, the other following the wounded, every ready to
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respond. The dog is man’s most faithful affectionate and loyal friend: [ insisted that he be
recognized.

No doubt the World would be a far better place in which to live when this box is opened
than it is today. Nations will be living peacefully side by side, wars will have gone forever and
the Golden Rule will be much more nearly the adopted standard of conduct than it is today.

I have been Governor of Maine for four years, 1921, 1922, 1923, 1924. During that
period [ have been my own Master. My actions have been criticized by my enemies and my
good deeds praised by my friends. The only enemies I have are the great corporations and their
satellites and retainers. The people of Maine are my friends and believe in me. That is ample
reward. My service has been filled with interest, I have done my duty fearlessly, and am grateful
for the opportunity that was given me to serve my State. I love the pcople of Maine and I love
every foot of her soil. I leave office in a few weeks, cheerful and happy, but with regret that I -
can not do all the things I would like to do for my State and her People.

During my four years I have stood for the State’s retaining ownership of her publicly
owned water resources, of which there are not many left, and for their development by the State
in the public interest. Moreover | have consistently maintained that the People own all the water
in the lakes of Maine and should derive a direct income from such ownership. Public sentiment
has not kept pace with my ideas, but the day w11| come whcn my views will be adopted. Thopeit -
will not be too late. :

The Children and the Dumb Animals of Maine have been my chief concern. I know the
schools of Maine, have made friends with countless children and have done my best to stimulate
them to work hard and to strive for the things that are really worth while. There is shocking
neglect of, and much cruelty to animals in Maine. Ihave championed the animal cause. The
law, against the sale of poor old horses, that prohibiting vivisection in the public schools, the
law against exhibiting motion pictures in the production of which cruelty to animals was
involved, all are my laws. I wish T might have done more, but | have made people think about

animals and have led in the fight for those who can not speak for themselves. I want to be kind
to every living creature.

My dog Garry 11, Irish Setter lived with me in Augusta and when he died I ordered both
flags, the U.S. flag and the Maine flag lowered at the State House for him. This created a great
discussion all over the country, even from across the seas. I did it deliberately to call man’s
attention to his duties toward the animals who serve and comfort him. I am glad I did it, and
never have regretted doing so. My political enemies rejoiced thinking that I had committed
political suicide. The answer is: I leave office stronger than I ever was before. Good old Garry
11 was the first dog in history to be thus honored. His spirit lives on and through him, dumb
animals the World over will be treated more kindly and more mercifully.

In a few lines I can not review my life or my work. I am to be 49 years of age on
November 22nd, 1924. Have served in the State House of Representatives three terms 1905-6,
1917-18, 1919-20; served in the State Senate 1909-10, and from January 5-31, 1921, when as
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President of the body, on the death of Governor Frederick H. Parkhurst I became Governor for
1921-22. T was elected Governor for 1923-24,

1 am unmarried. Once I asked Margaret Payson of Portland to be my wife (January 18,
1914) but she declined. She still is unmarried. There is a young woman who now lives in Italy
(Rome) who, were I a few years younger, I would ask to be my wife. Donna Santa Borghese, of
the House of Borghese, daughter of the Head of that illustrious family. She is 27 years of age,
attractive, brilliant, friendly and lovable. No doubt she would refuse me, for my surroundings
differ so from hers that she would not be happy and contented here. She is wonderful: the few
days | was with her will never be forgotten. She stimulates all with whom she comes in contact
to do their best; she brings out the best in them. Maybe I shall see her again, but ! almost fear to
do so: it is hopeless. Her picture is in this letter and her full name is

Donna Santa Gaetana Sandomia Borghese, PhD.

Palazzo Borghese, Rome Italy

My sister Mrs. Madeleine B. Tomlinson and her two sons James Baxter and Edward have
lived with me at the Blaine House Augusta for more than a year. Garry Ill, 2 years 5 months is
my constant companion (Irish setter). Miss Susan Ballow of Bath is my housekeeper, faithful
and friendly, a most unusual woman.

Whatil am to do after retiring from the governorship is;doubtful. Thope to continue to be
useful, and to do my part as a citizen. With health, means; position and experience T ought to
find some niche into which I will fit.

My sister Emily Poole Baxter July 15-1874-September 4-1921 was my devoted friend.
She believed in me and I in her. Her loss was my greatest affliction. Had she been withme
during these years she would have advised me kindly and wisely. She was brilliant, talented,
simple of taste, loveable and her presence would have strengthened me. I know that her spint
has guided me and comforted me.

During the World War, 1917-1919 1 was Chairman of one of the two Draft Boards in
Portland, Me., and served throughout the War. Jt was a great experience and I learned much of
human nature through contact with many of the 8000 men on my lists. It was real service,
somewhat unappreciated by the public at large, but it was a vital part of the Country's Military
resources.

This is but a brief and incomplete record, but as it may rest undisturbed for centuries
beneath the granite block on the floor of the Memorial, it may prove of human interest to the

Men and Women of Maine of - | know not when.

Percival Proctor Baxter
Governor of Maine

TOYTSNY D raa
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SUPERINTENDANT

July 7, 1958

Hon .Fercival P.Baxter
Portland, Malne

Desar bir .Baxter: ,

I was greatly pleased by your visit to Oquossoc Angling
last Sunday, and to have the opportunity to chat with you
about your memories of coming here as a boy.

I find in the register that you were at O.Ad.A. with your
father on the followlng dates. lay 30,1883- Loy 24,1884-lay 26
1835-Lay 25,1887~ lay 22,1880. I find that Eugene R.Baxter
and Rupert Baxter also were here with you at times. Another
name that appears with yours at times 1s Geo.P.Barrett of
Yortland. You will without doubt rezall this gentlemnan.

The following 1s taken from the fish records dated 1884.

"James P.Baxter Portland,iaine liay 24, to June 3, six
days fishing with his son Percival P.,.took fifty two fish,four
of which weiphed twenty four pounds. The largest was taken in
Cupsuptic lake June 2nd, by Percival,and welghed seven and three
quarters pounds before being dressed. The gulde made his weight
elght pounds,when taken from the water. The weight of the four
fish when caurht were as follows: 8 pounds, 6% pounds ,5 pounds
and 4% pounds. total weight 24 pounds.”

It was indeed an honor and a pleasure to have you visit

Oquossoc Angling, and I do hope you will stop here again,at
any time you are in the region.

Respectfully yours,

A LSNP

Harland R.Kidder Supt.
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© July
eleventh
19568

Dear Superintendent Kidder -

Your letter of July seventh has come to me with its record of . .
fishing at your Association. You are most kind to give me this in-
formation and I thank you. ‘

Well do I remember the several fishing expeditions which my late
father and myself made when he was a member of your uassociation. I
recall them as among the most delightful days of my youth.

The receptlion you gave to my frlend John VWilley and myself was
moat cordial wnd certainly when I am in your vicinlty ugain I shall
atop and have anothor pleasant talk with you. If I comec apain I shall
want to try the fishing in front of your canps 1f that 1s permitted

- because 1 I remember correctly that was a favorod location, :

I hope that you and your members have a wonaeriully fine season.
I know of no more beautiful location than yours, right at the head
of that great chain of 1akas than which there are no finer in our
entire State,

Yo
N I

With my personal regards and hbping that ie may meet again,

\

\ . ' ‘Most cordially

Tow

Mr. Harland R, Kidder
Superintendent

Oquossoc Angling Association
Oquosaog |

Malne,
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Dear Arthur =

A few days ago I.went to Mooselookmeguntic chain of lakes and re-
visited the.scenes of my boyhood when at seven years of age I went
fishing with my father and caught that famous 8 pound squaretail trout, -

My father was a member of the Oquossoc Angling Assoclation and John
¥illey and I called there the other day. The Superlintendent, Harland
R. Kidder, wus most cordilal and hc sent me the followlng record taken
from the old books of this-club, deted June 2, 1884,

"Jumes P, Baxter, Portland, Malne. May 24, to June 3,
six days fishing with his son Percival P. aged 7 years,
took rifty two fish, four of which welghed twonty four -
pounds, The largest was taken in Cupsuptic lake :
June 2nd, by Percival, and weighed seven &and three-
quartors pounds before being dressed. The gulde mude
his veight elcht pounds when taken {om tho water. The
welicht of the four fish mhcn caught were as follows:

8 pounds, G 1/2 pounda, pounds and 4 1/2 pounds, to-
tal wcight 24 pounds,” v o

Those were the days when fisbing was fishings. May be Gene Le~
tourneau would like to have this item for his colum. I was Just a
small boy sitting in the middle of the hoat, holding on tec a short
stubby rod with both hands and then I landed with my own efforts this-
8 pounder. Of course I was a hero at the Club that day._

There 1s nothing sensational happening around here. The Sumaer
i1s 8lipping by. Personally I look forward to cooler weather. Al-
though I have crossad Africa and the Desort of Sahara in terrific
heat I seem to mind it more here than in those places. ‘

My best wishes to you and your 1little family,

- Cordlally

To- ,
Mr. Arthur G. Rogers. :
20 Edgewood Stroot S : N

Waterville , ‘ :
‘daine. ‘ , o
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Lol pERCIVAL PUBAXTERFISH ACCOUNT,

SNy

Whan I was glx yaars of «ga 1n'1883 my father Jamaa P. 3axt?r

took ma onﬁny‘flrst Liahin& trip to the wocds of Maina. Each yeﬂr
therearter almost without lnterruption until his- death 1n 19°l I %o— |
companied him Qn nis fianing trips. In thiq way I lcarnad to lovq
:‘tha woods,\waters and wila life mf %aine.a;;f ; ",;¢‘3"- | fj;“uﬁ'

.; . .
AR

e

In tha Sprin 'or lgaé, my third trip w*tn my fathar, we wunt t

"mOoselookmaguntic Lake, ataying_at tha 0quossoc Angling Asaociation

- at: Indian Rock.’ On tha last)da; or our visit 1t was cold and rainy,

ag‘u amgl1 boy of aeven y&nra. aitting“
.

out ws fiahed Just the sume
" on the midale saut umd holuing my rod with ooth hands. Fish aere not

biting.: About an hour before dusk my rather said to me “My boy; for»
eve“y trout ynu catch fiva pounda or avor I will ive you §10, 00 par ;
:9ound w  In less than an hour,‘antiraly by mJ own ef;orta. I braught
an eight pound trout into Lha baat. \I was tnc hero of the. day. ‘,

Lhat evening in the Clun ﬁouse wneru thu membera were aittlng |
befor@ the fire 1n-due ceremony I was presented with ei&ht &10. bills.
. After I put these in my pockat one of the Club members sald "Now young
| man whnt are you going to do with a]l thid money ?" My ranly way made
promptly "I am goinp to put 1t 1n the 3ank”" Lveryone presant Was much |
amused.: On veturninw to Portland I placed the money in tha Bank and

have ‘left it therc sver sinca, eighty years.;

\,'

‘I ahould ke to have this money used by the Fish and Game De-
partment to purchase something for the & tdte Museum or to be used to

teach children about the Woods and Wild Life 1n our State.



”'r}m/

"Percxval P. Baxter's Fish Account" S0 reads the title of one of
oo J i

-the accounts at a Portland Bank.. Hehind it is. a 73 years old story

of sound management, thrift and good sportsmanship.

-The account was opened in‘1884 when Pertival‘P.‘Baxter,’former
GOvernor_of:Msine, was'7,years‘old. This actually started at.
Toothaker Cove in Cupsuptic Lake in the'Rangeley reglon where young
Baxter accompanled his fathwr on the boy! s 3rd ﬁlshlng trip. His-

first trlp was when he was 5 years old and he has flshed at home and

abroad ever since. ! N

On this particular occasion it was the last day oﬁ that trip and
ne fish weren't ‘biting very well : The boy who later was to become

‘one of Maine's outstanding benefactors was restless and the elder .,

\

Baxter wanted to encourage his son/and sald to him "For every trout

\

you ctach weighing 5 pounds or more I will give you $10. 00 per pound".

This- offer had hardly been made when a ‘huge fish struck the baited

;hook and zdentified by the guide as a trout because it kept lunglng

for deep water/ Athe fish fought hard to break loose. Xoung Baxter,
however, played it out as a veteran. It was a memorable fight.
Eventually the speckled beauty rolling on the surface near the boat was
neatly led into the net by Uncle Jer%y the guide. It was an Eastern
Square-tailed brook’trout and welghed ahnntﬂs pounds.,

That evening at the dinlng room of the Sporting Club the
boy was the center of a@traction ard as hejraz/ln front of the camp
fire his father handed him the $80 00, One of the sportsmen asked
the lad what he planned to do with all that money,aad‘fhe boy/ab
promptly replied "I am going to put it in the Savings Bank". To-day

the "Percival P. Baxter Fish Account" has remained untouched in the



+

Bank and has grown to more thén~$l,ood. in accumulated interest.

- /
The former Goyernor dono?_of the famous Baxter Park in the

Katahdin region has provided that_some day this is to be used for

the protection of wild life in our State.

. /
The Baxters have been successful business people. They also

have championed many things that others can enjoy. Former Governor
Laxter's contributions are myriad, many directly affecting the young

.peopie‘and the natural resources of his State. j« ‘ . ' |

L4

Mr, Baxter lives quietly at his home in Portland.
One of the pictures'on‘the walls shows him as 7 years old holding
his great catch. It represents more than an ordinafy trophy in

the den of an unusual personality.

%
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RESOLVES 1943
CHAPTER 1

RESOLVES

OF THE

STATE OF MAINE
As Passed by the Ninety-first I_egislature

-

1943

Chapter 1

RESOLVE, Expressing the Appreciation of the State for the Gifts of
Lands to the State by the Honorable Percival Proctor Baxter.

Whereas, former Governor Percival Proctor Baxter has once again
deeded valuable property to the state for the benefit of its citizens, and

Whereas, he has again stated his intent and purpose to carry to comple-
tion a project for the benefit of his state that transcends anything any other
individual has done for his state,

Appreciation of the state for gifts from Hon. P. P. Baxter. Resolved:
That the people of the state of Maine do hereby express their deep appreci-
ation and gratitude for the generosity and public spirit of foriner Governor
Percival Proctor Baxter in deeding to the state in trust certain lands to
be used for public purposes; and be it further

Resolved: That a copy of this resolve duly authenticated by the secre-
tary of state be {forwarded by said secretary of state to the Hon. Percival

Proctor Baxter,
' - - Effective July 9, 1943
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HORACE MARDEN ALBRIGHT
30 ROCKEFELLER PLAZA
NEW YORK 20, N. Y.

October 20, 1948

My dear Governor Baxter:

I returned Sunday from a long stay in
the West. On inquiry today of the American Scenic and
Historic Preservation Society I find that plans are going
forward for the award of the medals on November:lfth, depend-
ing, of course, upon whether the men to be honored can be
here that day. This is giving you a little advance notice,
I think, but I am sure you will hear officially in a day
or two. ‘

Your letter of September 3rd was forwarded
1o me in the West and I found it most interesting. Answer-
ing your inquiry, you will find that you are to be awarded
the Gold Medal of the American Scenic and Historic Preserva-
tion Socilety, known as the Pugsley Medal, In recognition
of your activities in the field of conservation: and parti-
cularly the establishment of the Baxter State Park and your
parkway activities. This is the highest medal given in the
United Stutes for park achievement.

The Silver Medal will be awarded to
Mr. Miner R. Tillotson, Regional Director of the National
Park Service at Santa Fe, New Mexico and the Bronze Medal
to Mr. Ellwood B. Chapman of Philadelphia for his park work
in Pennsylvania.

Looking forward to seeing you, and with
kindest regards, I am

Sincerely yours,

Mr. Percivel P. Baxter

‘Portland 3,

Maine
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THE AMERICAN

SCENIC AND HISTORIC PRESERYATION SOCIETY

PRESIDENT

GEORGE MCANENY

VICE-PRESIDENTS

HORACE M. ALBRIGHT

- GEORGE A. BRAKELEY

N. TAYLOR PHILLIFS

VICE-PRESIDENT AND
TREASURER

ALEXANDER HAMILTON

TRUSTEES

HORACE M. ALBRIGHT
OSCAR T. BARCK
ALGERNON D. BLACK
JULIAN P, BOYD
GEORGE A. BRAKELEY
BENJAMIN F. CASTLE
ALBERT B. COREY
MERRILL DENISON
ROBERT W. DOWLING
KNOWLTON DURHAM
RODMAN GILDER

ERIC GUGLER
ALEXANDER HAMILTON
CHAUNCEY J. HAMLIN
TALBOT HAMLIN

E. ROLAND HARRIMAN
MESSMORE KENDALL
FISKE KIMBALL

LE ROY E. KIMBALL
THOMSON KINGSFORD
GEORGE MCANENY

WARD MELVILLE

ALFRED V. 8. OLCOTT

N. TAYLOR PHILLIPS
CHESTER D. PUGSLEY
HARVEY F. REMINGTON
FRANCIS 8. RONALDS
MONTGOMERY S8CHUYLER
CHARLES MESSER STOW
WILLIAM T. VAN ALSTYNE
JEREMIAH R. VAN BRUNT
CARL VAN DOREN
WILLIAM J. WALLIN
LAWRENCE GRANT WHITE
FREDERICK G. ZINSSER

COUNSEL

KNOWLTON DURHAM

SECRETARY

GARDNER OSBORN

SUB-TREASURY BUILDING
WALL AND NASSAU STREETS
NEW YORK 5

WHITEHALL 4.0327
November 10, 1948

Mr, Percival P, Baxter
Portland 3
Maine “

Dear Mr, Baxter:

This Soclety awards each year a gold medal award for the most
important public park service in the United States, a silver
medal avard for noteworthy public park work in the nation, and
a bronze medal for a worthy contribution to public parks in
the country, during the previous calendar year,

These medal awards are made possible through a fund created

by Mr. Chester D, Pugsley of Peekskill, New York, in honor of
his father, Honorable Cornelius A. Pugsley, for his interest
in public parks as evidenced by his service as a member of the
Westchester County Park Commission from its beginning to the
time of his death, and his gift of a public park to the mumici-
pality of Peekskill, o

This year the Society wishes to honor you with the award of
its Gold Medal, and invites you to be its guest on Monday even-
ing, November 22, at a dinner to be held at the Century Club,

7 West 43 Street, New Yark City, at 6:30 ofclock, dress infor-
mal, This dinner will be attended by other medal recipients
and members of the Board of Trustees of the Society,

Trusting to learn that this engagement will be convenient and
looking forward to receiving you at the Century Club upon the
occasion of.the medal awards, I am

Sincerely yours,

(&
George McAneny W7

President

A National Society for the Protection of Natural Scenery, the Preservation of
Historic Landmarks and the Improvement of Cities. Incorporated in 1895,
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UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
Aocadia National Park
Bar Harbor, Maine

April 15, 1952

Hon. Percival P. Baxter
Portland, Maine
My Dear Mr. Baxter:

Attached hereto is a oopy of a letter this office
received from the Director's Of'fice in Washington.

The Mather Collection is an assemblage of photographs
and biographical data of present and past Park Service employees,
of members of the group concerned with administration of the
Netional Parks before the Servioce was established, and of men and
women who in verious official and unofficial capacities have had’
an aotive conneotion with or oconcern with a single area or with
the system., '

It will be greatly appreciated if you will send this
office or the Direotor's Office a photograph of yourself with a
short biographioal sketoh., Apparently this material is to be used
for inclusion in the Mather Collection in the Library of Congress
in Washington.

Very truly yours,

C. R. Scarboro
Aoting Superintendent

Enclosure
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April
twenty-second
1 9 &5 2

Bear Mr. Scarborough =

Your letter of April rfiftecath 1s be-
fore me and as requested I am sonding you a recont
photograph of myself and a brief LIu_ra.hical ctatee-
ment which I have copled from "WHO'S uwl0 IN akbhICa".

Will you please forward the above to

the National Park Service in Washingtoa in sccordance

w;th their request to you of April eleventh.

I am pleased to have my name and the -

BAXTER STATE PARK 1ncluded in the Mather collectione.

Yours very truly

TOf-

Mr. C. R. Scarborough

Acting Superintendent

U.S. Department of the Interior
National Park Scrvice

Acadla National Park

Bar Harbor

Maine..

enclosurs
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RESOLVES 1955
CHAPTER 174

.Chapter 174

RESOLVE, for a Recess Commission to Erect a Suitable Memorial for
Honorable Percival P. Baxter of Portland.

Special Recess Commission for Memorial to Hon. Percival P. Baxter, Re-
solved: That a Special Recess Commission, composed of 2 members of the
Senate to be appointed by the President of the Senate and 3 members of the
House of Representatives to be appointed by the Speaker of the House and 2
citizens to be appointed by the Governor be, and hereby is, authorized and di-
rected to erect a suitable memorial in appreciation by the People of the State
of Maine for the service and altruistic generosity of Honorable Percival P. Bax-
ter of Portland to the People of the State of Maine; and be it further

Resolved: That the sum of $17,500 be, and hereby is, appropriated from the
unappropriated surplus of the general fund to carry out the purposes of this
resolve and the Commission is hereby authorized to receive and use such con-
trib\;‘tions and funds that may become available from other sources; and be it
further . ‘ ‘

Resolved: That all members of the Commission shall be entitled to their
actual expenses for their services when engaged in the official business of the
Commission; and be it further

Resolved: That the Commission shall, at the next regular or special session
of the Legislature, make a written report of its accomplishiments; and be it
further

Resolved: That the plans and specifications for such memorial, and all ex-
penditures proposed for the erection and dedication thereof, shall be subject to
the approval of the Governor and Council.

;‘.ﬂectlve August 20, 1955



RESOLVES 1957
CHAPTER 90

MEMORIAL FOR HON, PERCIVAL P. BAXTER 1027
RESOLVES, 1957 CHAP, 90

Chapter 90

RESOLVE, Amending Resolve for Memorial for Honorable
Percival P. Baxter of Pertland.

Emergency preamble, Whereas, under the proviéions of Chapter 174 of the
Resolves of 1933, the Legislature appropriated funds for a suitable memorial
for Honorable Percival P. Baxter of Portland; and

Whereas, the purposes of the Resolve have as yet not been accomplished
because of unforeseen difficuities; and '

Whereas, the funds appropriated by the Resolve will lapse unless the following
legislation is passed; and

Whereas, if such funds lapse, the purposes of the Resolve of the g7th Legis-
lature will be unattainable; and

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts create an emergency
within the meaning of the Constitution of Maine, and require the following
legislation as immediately necessary for the preservation of the public peace,
health and safety ; now therefore, be it

Resolves, 1955, c. 174, amended. Resolved: That chapter 174 of the Re-
solves of 1955 be, and hereby is, amended by adding after the 1st paragraph
thereof, the following paragraph: :

‘Resolved: That any vacancy arising in the membership of the Senate shall
be filled by the President of the Senate and any vacancy arising in the member-
ship of the House of Representatives shall be filled by the Speaker of the House
of Representatives; and be it further’

Resolves, 1955, ¢. 174, amended. Resolved: That the 2nd paragraph of
;:hlalpter 174 of the Resolves of 1955 be, and hereby is, amended to read as
‘follows :

‘That the sum of $17,500 be, and hereby is, appropriated from the unappro-
priated surplus of the general fund to carry out the purposes of this resolve
and the Commission is hereby authorized to receive and use such contributions
and funds that may become available from other sources; that any balances
remaining of the $17,500 appropriation shall not lapse but shall remain a con-
tinuing carrying account until the purposes of this resolve have been accom-
plished; and be it further’

Resolves, 1955, c. 174, amended. Resolved: That the 4th paragraph of chap-
ter 174 of the Resolves of 1955 be, and hereby is, repealed and the following
paragraph enacted in place thereof : '

‘Resolved: That the Commission shall, at the next regular or special session
of the Legislature, make a written repart of its accomplishments; and be it fur-
ther’

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency cited in the preamble, this
resalve shall take effect when approved.

Effective May 15, 1957
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A IN REPLY REFER TO:

UNITED STATES L7015-R

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

%/& 1,.!

el </w c//,
JUN 30 1358

Hon. Percival P. Baxter
562 Congress Street
Portland 3, Maine

Dear Governor Baxter:

Recently I had an opportunity to drive through the northern
and western portions of Baxter State Park, as part of a brief trip
-into New England. The park is & magnificent area with very beautiful
lakes and streams, majestic mountain scenery, and delightful forest
roads and trails. As I drove through the park I thought many times
of the vision and generosity of the man who acquired this great area
and gave it to the people of Maine for their inspiration and benefit
for all time,

Great as the value of the park 1s now, its value will in-
crease in future years as our population increases and areas of wild
land diminish. '

I hope that the next time I am in Maine I will have the
pleasure of meeting you. My o0ld boss and good friend Horace Albright
has spoken highly of you on many occasions and I would consider it a
great privilege to get better acquainted with one who has done so much
for park conservation., I would have called on you on this trip but I
came through Portland on a Sunday morning.

Sincerely yours,

L, e SZWTE

Conrad L., Wirth
Director
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. o July
' third
1958
Dear Dliructor Wirth -

. In re: L7019-R

Your leotter of June thirtieth has come to moe and I am
ploased that you were able to see something of our State Park at
Kntahdin. To have & man like yourself approve of this project

» means everything to me..

It was & genuine disappolntment not to have soeh'you when
. you were in Maine. I hope that when you come azain I shall have

the‘privilege br meeting ydu and,obtaihing holpful advice.

A rew years ago Mr. Albrlght came to Malne and we went through
". the Pnrx together. de has ' kmpt_inrormed about the Park over the.

years and has veen an 1nap1riation to me, - T ' . -

Ny kind regardl. - '.'. IR 1 L ' -

T TR
v - Most cordially

TOw .

Honorable Conrad L. Wirth
Director Natioual Park Service
Department of tre Interior )
gaagington 25 o

[ R L B : P Riaaat A
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Supreme Conrt of the ¥nited States
¢ Washington 25, B. .

CHAMBERS OF

JUSTICE WILLIAM O. DOUGLAS October 5, 1959

Dear Governor:

I first knew the Katahdin
area in the 208 when it was largely
owned by lumber &nd other interests.

I had not seen it for 25 years. When

I returned last week I was overjoyed

at the park you created. It is one

of the most wonderful areas in our entire
nation.

All of us owe you a
great debt for your generosity and your
farsightedness.

It 18 a wonderful creation
and as a private citizen I thank you from
my heart.

Yours faithfully,
0 b

Hon. Percival C. Baxter
Portland, Maine

.
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My dear Juatice Dougzlas -

" Po receive a letter of eommandntion nuch as yours of Octobor firth
rrom a man who atanda ac tho poak or our Hationnl 1life is an unexpooted
v. recognition for vhich 4 man woll mny be proud. It touchea my heart. v
It is good to know tbat all uont‘fell on your Katandin Journey. I hope
vyon willacome to us again for thia]Stéte'is honored by your presence,
I an indebted to youu for your gracioul and friendly mesuago and wiah

you & con.inuanco of sood health aud peace of mind.

Iaur book '[q't of tho Indul' tells an 1ntaxesting atory of far
away unknown regions,’ Ir any one ‘18 entitlod to be called a world
wide travoler it 1a - youraelf.. !ou have had many thrilling and dnnger-

‘ous experiences., I an ploased that you cama through withaut soars.
o [ . . \

N ' This Autumn I. havo nado onn trip to, the Katahdin area and nol,
- vlth clear northveat winda and bright aunlhina ey yield to tha tomp-

/

tation to go again.
My kindest wiahéa‘ahd thghking you for your encouragement.

-

" Most cordially

Honornblo Uillian o. Douglan L A :
Suprome Court of the United Statea : " , _
galgington 2 e ‘ ' S

[EARIN
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THE NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON STATE PARKS

INCORPORATED
OFFICERS AND BDARD OF DIRECTORS

HORAQDE M. ALBRIGHT, NEW YORK, CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD
WILLIAM W, WELLS, LOUIRIANA, Prcsioent

e oym~

SIDONEY B. KENNEDY, wasrinstan, D, Q. EARL P. HANBON, caurgnnia C. F. JACOSSEN, Wasrvinarton O. C.
VICE PACRIDINT vVigE PREMOENT TREASURER

C. H. ARMBTRONG, angaan U. W, HELLA, MINNZROTA FRANK D. QUINN, Texas
KENNETH R. COUGILL, INDIANA C. WESY JADROCKS, BOUTH GARDLINA LEE 0. lnlINlnl'!. NEW MExiCO
OR. LALURIC D. COX, NEW HAMPENIAG HARLEAN JAMES, WABRINGTON. 8. 0. JAMER L. GEGREST, TexAs
CHARLES A. DE TURK, CALIFGANIA CLINTON O. JOHMNSON, XENTUCKY BAYAN BTEARNE, ARKANEAR
ARTHUR Q. ELMER, HICHIOAN JOSEPH F. KAYLOR, MARYLAND JACK O. BTRAIN, NERRASKA
JAMES F. EVANS, NCW YORK HARQLD W. LATHROP, sowosaog JOHN R, VA, T, Yon
V. W. FLICKINGER, anig EDWARD J, MEEMAN, TENNESSKE TOM WALLACE, KENTuRKY
WILLIAM M., HAY. GLORDIA CHARLES MONROE, OKLAHOMA HARDLD B. WAGNER, aHia
POLK HERERT, LOUIBIANA THOMAR W. MORSBE, NOATH OAROLINA CONRAD . WIRTH, WASHINGTON. O C.

A NEWTON MOYE, szossia

MREB. DORA A, PADBETT, ActiNg EXLouTive BTORETARY
90V UNION TRUBT l:n.nmu-ﬂnnut MEITROPOLITAN 8-3036 50 Rockefeller Plaza

WASHINGTON B, D.

New York 20, N. Y.
March 22, 1960

Honorable Percival P. Baxter
Portland, Maine

My dear Governor: ' ~

I have been on & trip to California and upon my return I learn

that you doubt very much whether you can attend the National Conference
on State Parks which is to meet at Rockland in September. This news
was extremely disappointing to me and greatly lessens my enthusiasm
for the meeting in Maine.,. As Chairman of the National Conference on
State Parks, I have been quite excited about the Conference because of
the opportunity.I thought it would give me to have another good visit
with you, and I :think.I can safely say that I had something to do with
the plan to devote an evening to your great work in establishing the
Baxter State Park. .It would be a serioun disuter to the program if
you cannot be with us that night.“ Wbt e als

It is probably a. little difﬁ.cult for you to re&lize how important you
are in the State Park movement in this country. Your achievement in
establishing the great Baxter State Park stands almost alone in park
history, and if it.is to be coxpared vith any others it would have to
be with the purchase of the Palisades opposite New York by J. P. Morgan
and Gecorge W. Perkins about sixty years ago and the gift of the Bear
Mountain and adjacent park lands around West Point by Mrs. B. H. Harrimmn
and her sons Averell and Roland. However, these areas are very small
campared with the vast territory of mountains, forests, lakes and rivers
that you have acquired in your pative State.

I would appreciate it very mmch if you would reconsider your tentative
conclusion sbout attending the Conference at Rockland and tell me that
you will surely be there.

Just think, Governor, it will soon be seven years since you and I had
that wonderful trip together. I often give myself the pleasure of
looking over the pictures and slides and recelling the happy days we
had traveling in that lovely North Maine country.

With best regards and good wishes, I am
Faithfully yours,

G

HMA: KW Horace M. Albright
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April seventh
1960

Dear Mr, Albrighﬁ -

Your lettqr of Haich'twenty-second hasvcome and I am happy
to hear from you. What ybu'aay about our”State Park at Katahdin is
far too generous, However, there 1is no one whose approval means
VLU LD poul LG dore "

‘as much to me Tor 1n park arraira you stand head and shoulders

sbove all others,

As tho ydaré puss'I muat'leasen my public uctivitiea for I
f£ind it is not as easy a8 1t uaad to be to carry ‘then through. A

one gro'a older the need ror alowing down muat be recognized.

, _ To come to Rocklnnd and attand the meetings or the State
. Park conreronoo would be aomathing more then I ahould sttempt. It

is a pity to bQ oblige&$go Sdmﬁg 59&' bgt g,amoquite Bure you,. 5111

underatapd. Your Gonrerqnco:qi%k_gqhgoatrwqrth while and I deeply

regret that I shall not berwiﬁh.yqﬁ, N

9 -

i

/’/.} ,'// 7

Long :hnll I remamb.r the pleaaure you gave us when you came

to Katahdin sevoral yoara ago. Uould that we might meat again une

der such- pleaaant aurroundinga. _ '

IC )

With my kindest regarda.%=‘
WA BE r-u.

Gordially

To= .

Honorable Bornco M. Albrig ht

United States Borax & Chemical Gorporation

30 Rockefeller Plaza ,

New York City 20 - = v :
New York. ' ey




UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
WASHINGTON 25, D.C.

IN REPLY REFER TO:

L7019-RSC JUL 311961 / -

Hon. Percival P. Baxter
562 Congress Street
Portland 3, Maine

Dear Mr. Baxter:

I learned only recently of your half-million dollar gift to
provide income for the maintenance of Baxter Stete Park. This
is a crowning touch to assure that your generous gifts of land
will be properly preserved for all time. I am sure that the
citizens of Maine, as well as those of the entire Nation, will
forever cherish the park and will be extremely grateful for your
remarkable achievement in park conservation.

We in the National Park Service salute youl

ely yours,

Conrad L. Wirth
Director

Ju
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THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

June 5, 1962

Dear Governor Baxter:

As I previously indicated, in recognition of your outstanding
contribution to the cause of conservation, this Department
has granted to you its highest acknowledgement of achieve-
ment--its Conservation Service Award.

I am sorry that you were unable to attend our Awards Con-
vocation of May 25, 1962, so that you could have received
your certificate in person. I am, however, planning to be
in Maine on July 6 through 8 and would like to take that
opportunity to meet you and perform the honor of peronally
bestowing our award on you.

Senator Muskie's office, I am told, is arranging the details
of this meeting and I am certain they will be writing to you
in the very near future in order to provide additional infor-
mation,

With best wishes to you, I am

Sincerely,

Ste .
Secretary of the Interior

"Honorable Percival P. Baxter
92 West Street
Portland 3, Maine



"vhave carried on ny work quietly and now am happy to have the.'I
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Col - June
e - twelfth

1 9 6 2

Dear Secretary Udair,;

’

Your letter of June rfirth ha= come to me

-Aand I thank you. Ae‘you plan to-be in iﬂine July 8th tnrough '
,July 8th I ahall be here and shall be much pleased to have
~you come to our bity. No doubt uenator mu nie will 1nrorm

:me as to datails.lyf«' =

‘~}§‘-1 To be given a CONSERVATIOh SLRYICE A%ARD 1s

a feco nition I never dreamed or.;i Through the years I

- approval of you and your Department. ;'

Do C.

Cordﬂally. and 1ook1ng forward to meeting

yowe

" Honorable Stewart L. Udall
~Secretary of the Interior

Washington . .

| MO

J o
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. Dear ,Sedée.téfi t?délr";iif ) J;“’;'i{,i R |
!aur coming to Portland some weeks ago. to present me

the Citation approving my.Katahdin project was a wonderful
tribute.  This touched my heart snd I never caun adequately
‘thank you for your approval ‘and for the natlon-wide recognle-
tion which your viait and your prasentation accorded me e

: To hnve a man like youraelf at the head of our great
.Interior Department take the trouble to coma here and also to
include in his publication ™A Green Legacy® an indorsement
of my conservatlon work over ‘the yeara means overything to
mﬂa . o .

: In your story you apeak of Stephen Mather end if I
- remember correctly I corresponded with him and talkad with =~ ..
Governor Pinchot in regard to conseérvation matters, I never

. had the privilege of talking with President Roosevelt ‘but was

S in sympathy with hia 1doaalin regard ta our natural resaurcas.,;,:‘

. T =
;d&,..ﬂ> S ;5

e Again,.my deep appraoiation and hoping that you s T
-tare able to enjoy tha Summer in gome. of the great areas underé~;jﬁ;
your: control. ) - . . . o

[

‘Cordlally ¢
‘A‘. ’ Lo . . - i .

Tow

Honorable‘5£dér€'t. ﬁdﬁll{~:, ‘
Secretary of the Interior

‘ Waahington o ‘_,H.A‘J*r. . :' -
‘D. Ce SN »‘,“:‘_‘ e - p




True Copy ] A :
Attest /0 <
-~ Secretary of the Senate

EAx
!

- Te e T Portland, Maine
go January 3, 1963

To-

Honorable John H. Reed, Governor
and the
Honorable Senators and Representatives
of the 10lst Legislature of the

State of Maine

Without doubt you are familiar with what has been done in
the creation of Baxter State Park in the Katahdin region.

Beginning with my communication of March 3, 1931, addressed
to Honorable William T. Gardiner, Governmor, the State has accepted
from me by Legislative Acts gifts totaling 193,254 acres of forest
land, forever to be held in TRUST for Public Park, Public Recreational
and for Public Forestry purposes the same forever to be kept in its
Natural Wild State.

These areas from year to year have been conveyed by me to the
State and have been accepted in legal form by the several Governors

and Legislatures in office during the period from 1931 to 1961.

A recent gift of 7,764 acres, the Legislature not being in
Session, has been accepted by the Governor and Executive Council
acting under the provisions of the Statutes. I now request you
to confirm the acceptance of this latest gift of 7,764 acres of
August 6, 1962 so that all my gifts of forest land to the people
of Maine will have been accepted by the duly elected Governors
and Legislatures of our State over this 3l-year period. The
acceptance of this gift will add to this Park 7,764 acres of
forest land and will complete the record of my 31 years'
(1931-1962) gifts of 201,018 acres made to and accepted by the
people of the State of Maine.

In order to complete the record, I request that this communi-
cation of January 3, 1963, together with the accompany Act and

Deed, be published in the Laws of Maine 1963.

It is interesting to note that in my formal letter to Governor
Gardiner in 1931, when my first gift was about 6,000 acres, I said
"I expect some day to see my ambition realized." (Laws of Maine 1931).
This brings to an end an interesting incident in Maine history.

Respectfully,
READ AND PLACED ON FILE
in both branches PERCIVAL PROCTOR BAXTER

Jan 30, 1963 fcD 750)

(g
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2 STATE OF MAINE

Ord ered 5 the House .concurring, in order that the record of
the gift of PERCIVAL PROCTOR BAXTER to the State of
Maine as trustee in trust 7,764 acres in Township 2,
Range 9, W.E.L.S., Piscataquis County, State of Maine,
be complete and in enduring form, the Communication
dated January 3, 1963, addressed by said Baxter to
the Honorable John H. Reed, Governor, and to the
Honorable Senate and Houée of Representatives of the
10lst Legislature, together with the message of
Governor Reed transmitting such communication to the

Legislature, be printed in the Laws of 1963.
(SP 261)

IN SENATE CHAMBER HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Name: BROOKS
Read and Fesscd

JAN 29 1963
County: Cumberland READ AND PASSED JAHgO 1g63
~SENT DOWIL FOR QONCURREC In concurrence

SECRETARY HARVEY R PEASE, CLEB.K



«cerpt from Legislative Record of January 30th, 1963.

MR, BROOKS Of Cumberland: Mr. President and members of the
Senate: It is with great personal pride and great pleasure that
I present this bill this morning.

In this age of missiles, great technological advances and
social upheavals throughout our world, it is very much a pleasure
for me to bring to the attention of this Senate and the citizens
of Maine once again the fact that without our boundaries we have
a State Park consisting of over 200,000 acres, known as Baxter
State Park, This State Park in its majesty and beauty is unsur-
passed anywhere.

I am sure that the donor of this park and the additional
tract of land which is to become a part of this State Park, the
Honorable Percival P. Baxter, is aware of the full significance
that the impact of such a gift has on us and will have on succeed-
ing generations, yes -- forever.

Particularly, this gift at this time emphasizes to us what
we of this generation are increasingly becoming aware: that is,
the importance of the conservation of our natural resources.

In accepting this gift, it must be noted that PERCIVAL PROCTOR
BAXTER has had the privilege to live to see this great park expanded
to its present tremendous size. He must realize too, how much we,

the citizens of Maine, appreciate his generosity., Thank you.

THE PRESIDENT: The Chair appreciates the remarks of the Senator
from Cumberland, Senator Brooks, and in behalf of the Senate of this

State and of the Citizens of Mainé, the generosity of Ex-Governor

Baxter is again appreciated.



January 30, 1963 - House of Representatives: S
- ,
. The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Bangor,

Mr. WELLMAN. |

ix MR, WELLMAN: Mr. Speaker, I will shortly move that we suspend the
rules 80 that we may accept this bill and give it its several readings
today., However, before we undertake such action, I would like to
‘make a few brief comments concerning this gift and its place in the
total gifts that Governor Baxter has given to the State.

In 1931 he gave 7,000 acres which included the mountain itself
in the part; in 1938 he gave 6,000 acres; in 1939, 6,000 acres;
in 1940, 4,174 acres; in 1941, 12,000 acres; in 1942, another 12,000
acres; 1n 1943, another 12,000 acres; in 1944, 24,000 acres; in
1945, 35,000 acres; in 1947, 10,000 acres; in 1949, 14,000 acres,
and in 1955, 53,000 acres, making a total at that time of 93,254 acres.

During this period, he made a donation to help with the road
construction in the park and also gave to the State his summer resl dence,
Mackworth Island, and the bridge connecting it with the mainland,
as a school for the deaf. Im 1953 he gave $675,000.00 in connection
with that particular instiution.

In the last session, you will remémber, he gave $498,000.00 in
trust for the maintenance and care of Baxter State'Park, and so now
this Legislature is being asked to approve the action of the Council
accepting 7,764 acres to complete a program for the Staté and the
people of Maine of a part of 200,000 acres.

I think we should note in Governor Baxter's letter to Governor

Gardiner in 1931 where he said: "I expect someday to see my ambition

realized." This day is now here. His ambition has been realized.



. With great and characteristic modesty Governor Baxter ends his letter
to Governor Reed by saying: ''This brings to an end an interesting
incident in Maine history." I suggest to you that this is not am
end, but this is rather a beginning, a beginning of a great Park

and a great program for the people of the State of Maine and indeed

for the people of this Country.

I now move, Mr, Speaker, that we suspend the rules so that

we can give this bill its several readings today.

Thereupon, the Bill was given its three several readings under

suspension of the rules and PASSED TO BE ENGROSSED without reference

to a Committee in concurrence.

#0000 00
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BRONZE TABLET PLACED ON BOULDER A%
BAXTER PEAX (8267 feet) 1938

THIS TABLET IS PLACED HERE BY THE POREST COMMISBIONER
OP MAINE UMDER ORDER OF THE GOVERNOR AND EXiCUTIVE COUNCIL
DATED MARCH 16,1932 TO RECORD THE GIPT AKD CONVEYANCE TO THES
STATE ON MARCE %; 1031 AND OCTOBER 7, 1951 BY PERCIVAL PHOGTOR
BAXTSR, GOVERNOR 1991-1985, OF NINE SQUARE WILES OP LAND IN
TOWRSHIP 3 RABGK 9 WP, KATAEDIN, WITRIN WHICH AREA AHE LOCATED
THIS THE HIGHEST PRAK OF THE MOUNTAIN 6267 ft. HAMED BAXTER
PEAK BY THG LEOISLATURE LAWS OF MAINE 1951 , SOUTH PRAK
5240 Pr., PAMOLA PEAK 490R ft,, THE NORTH PEARS 4734 ft amd
4612 Ct, THE KNIPK BRGE,, THE CHIMNEY, THE TABLELAND, CHINNEY
POND 2914 £t.,DRY POND 2799 f%.,EORTH WEST PLATEAU 4401 ft.,
BARVEY RIDGE 8182 £t.,HAMLEN PEAK 4751 £t.,RUM UOUNTAIN 3361 ft.,
AND THE GREAT NORTN AED SOUTH BASINS,

THIS OIFT WAS WADE UPON THE EXPRESS CONDITION THAT THE
SAID TBACT 50 DONATED AND CONVAYED *SHALL FOREVER BE USED
FOR PUBLIC PAXK AND RECREATIONAL PURPOSES, SHALL PORKVER BE
LEPT IN THE NATUBAL WILD STATE. SHALL PORGVER 4B KiPT AS A
SANCTUARY POR WILD BEASTS AND BIRDS, THAT HO HOADB R AYS
FOR MOTOR VAHIOLES SHALL HEREAPTER EVER BE CONSTRUCTED THEREIN
OR THEREON® AND WAS 30 ACCSPTED BY THE STATE LEGISLATUEE LAWS
OF MAINE 1951 AND BY ORDSR OF THK GOVERNOR AND ENECUTIVE
GOUNGIL OCTOBER ¥, 1931,

William Tudor Gardiner
GOVERNOR

Hiel L. Violette
BPARRRT COMNTISSTONER
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STATE OF MAINE
HOUSE ‘OF . REPRESENTATIVES
102ND LEGISIATURE

Remarks by: : T

Honorable Dana W. Childs : b

Speaker, Maine House of Representatives

March 24, 1965, at Unveiling of 102nd Maine Legislature's
. Tribute to Honorable Percival P. Baxter

It is the hope of the Members of this 102nd Maine
Legislature that the observance of ''Welcome Back Day" will long
be remembered by -our friends and fellow legislators who have met
.in this venerable state capitol to make and to renew friendships...
" to exchange words and ideas in an atmosphere of good fellowship
and common purpose, - . - -

’ The ceremony in which we are engaged at this moment is one
that perhaps will make this a day to be remembered , . . a day of
uplifted spirits and of renewal of our faith in a way of life
that is unique to Maine, o

It is our purpose to pay homage and honor to one of Maine's
most notable living sons, S '

T History will mark him as one of the truly Greats among the
sons of the Pine Tree State, ' It will recognize, and record, that
he was a man successful in every endeavor he undertook . . . as a
businessman, as a Legislator, and as Governor.

I venture to sayf however, that the mame of Percival
Proctor Baxter will be remembered because of the kindness, the
clvic-mindedness, and the generosity of a truly great man. You
who have served your State with faithfulness and distinction will
not forget that over the successive years, for more than three
decades, the abounding good will of Governor Baxter was expressed
in his gifts to the State , . . gifts that have multiplied into
the multi-acred wilderness park with a perfect beauty surpassing
even that of a State already richly endowed by nature.

Nothing that we do or say here today can commensurate with
the gifts that Percival Proctor Baxter has so generously given to
us, and to the generations that will follow us. In Baxter State
Fark he has created a monument to Maine and her people that will
grow in beauty and rarity as our Nation and our State grow.

. To give full measure of our appreciation for the gift, we....
on your behalf as 'well as ours , . . have endeavored to create an
emblem that would be as timeless as is Mount Katahdin,

We have sought to express our feelings in immemorial
bronze so that the generations that will follow us will know
how deep was our gratitude for benefactions that will outlast
the works of man,

MoreCOOODOC‘QOO...



UNVEIL BAS RELIEF

May I read the 1nscr1pt16n.ﬁ1th which we have'sought to
express our feelings toward our distinguished fellow citizen:

I shall quqte -

"Among Men, A Mountain. Katahdin in All Its Glory
Forever Shall Remain the Mountain of the People of Maine,

"To the Honorable.Percival Proctor Baxter, Governor,
Statesman, and Public Bénefactor, the People of the State of
Maine Express Their Deep-Appreciation For a Lifetime Devoted to
the Creation and the Giving of This 200,000 Acre Shrine of Wild
Natural Beauty, Baxter State Park, By Its Action, the 102nd
Maine Legislature Makes Perpetual This Grateful Tribute To a
Great Man's Love of His State and of His Fellow Man." End of
Inscription. . .o . .

This is our tribute to a great and greatly loved man of
Maine. As he has saild, ""Katahdin will forever remain the
mountain of the people of Maine."

To this I can only add: 'He, Percival Proctor Baxter,
will forever remain in the hearts of the citizens of Maine,
We of the 102nd Maine Legislature and you of Legislatures
past . . . s8alute him, ' =

Commissioner Austin H. Wilkins, as Chairman of the
Baxter State Park Authority, will accept on behalf of Governor
Baxter., : e e .

Reproduced #nd distyibuted under the direction of the Clerk of
the House., ) ‘ '

3/24/65 '



RCIVAL =. BAXTER
ORTLAND, MAINE
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March 25, 1965.

Homorsble Austin H. Wilkins,

Chairman Baxter State Park Authority.

You have informed me that the members of the 102nd State
Legislature now in session, have prepared a bronze tablet or
plaque to be placed in some suitable location as a token of their
appreciation for my gifts to our State of certain funds and areas
of forest land now known as BAXTER.STATE PARK.

This recognition warms my heart for it speaks for all the
people of our State to whom I give my heartfelt thanks. Nothing
could be finer or more friendly. I love the land of Maine and its
people.

I am sure you all will stand by me in the spirit of these few
ilines of dedication:
4 Man is born to die
His works are short 1ived
Buildings crumble
Monuments decay
Wealth vanishes
But Katahdin in all its glory
Forever shall stand

As the mountain of the People of Maine. U

S Y A ,
é;:[//tﬁ// LA

Percival' P. Baxier
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STATE OF MAINE

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
102nd LEGISLATURE
PORTLAND, MAINE ‘ )
March 25, 1965
Message From Governor Percival P, Baxter

You have informed me Fﬁat the members of the 102nd State
Legislature now in session, have prepared a bronze tablet or
plaque to be placed in some suitable location as a token of
their appreciation for my gifts to our State of certain funds
and areas of forest land now known as BAXTER STATE PARK.

This recognition warms my heart for it speaks for all
the people of our State to whom I give my heartfelt thanks,
Nothing could be finer or more friendly, I love the land of
Maine an& its people,

I am sure you all will stand by me in the spirit of these
few lines of dedication: : .

Man is born to die
~ His works are short lived .
Buildings crumble B K\
Monuments decay
Wealth vanishes
But Katahdin in all its glory
Fdrever shall stand
As tle mountain of the People of Maine,

(Signed) _Percival P, Baxter
Percival P, Baxter

Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Clerk
of theé House, o '
3/24/65 T )
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Covernor Reed, officers and members of the 102nd Legislature, past guest legis-
farars, members of the Council, and ladies and gentlemen. It is with a deep sense of
F.uzlity that | accept this.beauﬁful plaque on behalf of Honorable Percival P. Baxter.
i : ir the presence of all assembled in this historic hall, | have been commissioned to read

a statement personally prepared by the man being honored today,
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Dear Mr, Smith:

I was delighted to receive your letter of praise
and admiration for the exemplary work of
Governor Percival Baxter, and I gladly join

in high tribute to his impressive record of ac-
complishment,

His selfless contributions have inspired count-
less men and women who have filled the ranks
of our conservation movement, Through his
dedication and initiative, he has richly earned
the pride of the people of Maine and the deep
gratitude of Americans everywhere,

\

With every good wish,

Mr. Edmund Ware Smith
Damariscotta
Maine
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THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON '
June 29, 1965 :

John D. Rockefeller, Jr. whose land philanthropies
were legion, once observed that the finest and most lasting gift any
QLd was
person @en make to posterity f& a beautiful tract of land. Percival
P. Baxter has fulfilled this ideal in a unique way by his gift of some

of the finest mountain scenery in America to the people of this

country. He has left his name on the land -- and our children

’ Siart L. Udall

Secretary of the Interior

will thank him for it.
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B O STON SAFE DEPOSIT AND
TRUST COMPANY

100 FRANKLIN STREET
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02106

Area CODE 617 LIBERTY 2-8450

ROBERT £.DOBBYN
VICE PRESIDENT

November 15, 1966

The Honorable Percival P. Baxter
92 West Street
Portland, Maine

Dear Governor Baxter:  Re: 1-68 Trust u/Ind. Percival P. Baxter

In the absence’éf Mr. Rowlings, I am happy to enclose your
original Will dated September 9, 1966, as you requested over the
telephone today.

The two original’amendments to your trust (1-68); namely,
the last amendment dated September 9, 1966 and the amendment to the
trust dated May 18, 1966, are now a part of your original trust instru-
ment dated July 6, 1927, and therefore, as itrustee of your trust, we
should hold them here in our vault. However, if you need additional
copies, we would be more than happy to send them along to you. I under-
stand that you now have the copies of the two amendments referred to,
which Mr. Rowlings sent you last week.

Mr. Rowlings is expected back to the office on Thursday and
if there is any further information you need, I know he will get it for

you.
Sincerely yours, : :

RED:mha

Enclosure (1)

Registered Mail

Return Receipt Requested
Special Delivery
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STATE OF MAINE

Fv+
Inter-Departmental Memorandum  Date__April 24, 1968
To Austin E. Wilkins, Commissioner Dept. Forestry
From James S, Erwir » ' .Ekpn Attorney General
Subject Proposed Trust of Former Governor Baxter

]

It is my understanding the former Governor Baxter intends to
give a certain sum of money in trust to the State of Maine, and the
Governor and Executive Council of the State are to-act as trustees in
investing and administering the principal and income:of the trust funds.

The trust funds are to be used for the establishmentrof state forcsts and
the maintenance of state forests under the multiple use concept. The
Forest Commissioner is to have the duty and responsibility of discovering
and recommending to the Governor and Executive Council, as Trustees, parcels
of land that could be purchased in keeping with the purposes of thc trust.
The Goverﬂor and Executive Council are to select the lands to be purchased

:"w1th the trust funds from lands recommended by the Forest Commissionet.

“The Governor,'with advice and consent of the Council, is author-
ized to accept in the name of the State any and all gifts, bequests,
grants .or conveyances to the State of Maine.”" 29 M.R,S.A, Section 5.

It does not appear that any legislative action would be necessary for
the State to accept the gift of the trust funds uﬂless former
Governor Baxter 80 desired,

,  It would seem that a gift in trust should be prepared by former
Governor Baxter's attorney as, inter alia, there would be tax conseguences
to the former Governor. Unfortunately, John Willey, the former Governor's
attorneyy died last week. I believe that we should inquire of the former
Governor who will be handling his affairs in the future. I am of the
opinion ‘that it is improper for this department to prepare a trust
instrument unless former Governor Baxter gives his express written authority
to do so. It would be necessary for the former Governor to clarify his
exact intent so that there would be no misunderstanding if we did prepare
such a trust for him. At this point in time I think it would be presump-
tious to prepare any letter of intent for the former Governor.

It is my understanding that Governor Curtis has expressed the
desire to have something in his hands this week prepared by this office
re this proposed gift to the State. NN <f_\
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DRUMMOND, WESCOTT & WOODSUM
ATTCRNEYS AT LAW
465 CONGRESS STREET
PCORTLAND, MAINE O4ll1

DANIEL 7. DRUMMOND, JR.
PAUL A.WESCOTT
HAROLD E.WOODSUM, JR.

HUGH G. E. MAcMAHON AREA CODE 207
DAVID PLIMPTON 775-3793
E. STEPHEN MURRAY

. August 26, 1959

Austin H. Wilkins, Forest Commissioner
Forestry Department
Augusta, Maine 04330

Dear Austin:

* I am enclosing a copy of Governor Baxter's will.
Actually the provisions with respect to Baxter State Park
and the large State forest bequest appear in a Trust Agree-
ment which was amended several times by Governor Baxter.
That Trust Agreement isn't really for publication and
although it might be of interest historically I don't think
at this time we should release a copy of it. You already
have a copy of all the pertinent provisions of the Trust.
If you have any further thoughts give me a yell.

I will be very anxious to see any preliminary
guidelines you might have with respect to the project. It
might be conceivable that either the real estate people at
Boston Safe would be helpful or even I might have some i1ldeas.
When you get further along with 1t let me know.

With best regards.

Yours very truly,

DTD:hl
Enc. )
cc George W. Peterson, Jr.



-BE IT REMEMEZRED, Thet I, PERCIVAL PROCTOR BAXTER of Portland, in the

Counvy of Cumberland and State of Maine s being of lawful age and of scund and

i disposing wind and memory, but mindful of tho uncertainty of life, do muke,

publish é,nd declare this my Las;c Will and Testawent, hereby reveking all former
Wills by we made. |

After the payment of my Just debts,’funeral chargss and expenses of admin- -
istration, I dispose of my estate as’ follows:

FIRST: - I hereby nominate and appoint ‘éhe BOSTON SAFE DEPOSIT AND
TRUST CCMPANY, a Massachusetts corporation of Boston, Massachusetis, execubor
of this my Last Will and Testament, and direct. that it shall nol be required
to éive or furaish any Bond or bonds. h A

§E§_0_1\r"13_: Years ago I established a Trust Agreement with the said BGSTON
SAFE DEPOSIT AND TRUST COYPANY which is now in i‘u]l‘ force and effect, and
which, under the terms and provisions of said Trust Agfeement as é.mendecl,
controls not only the care and custody of the bulk of my estate, bubt also the

distribution of the bulk of my estate.

" THIRD: After my death, I direct my ;eAJncecutor to have my body crema‘aedf, ‘
and to have the ashes thereof taken to Baxber Peak, the sumnit of Mt. Katahdin,
and there scattersd to the four winds. |
| My executor shall have my headstone now in Evergreen Cemetery,
Portland; Maine, merked with the year and date of my death.

FCURTH: Except i‘of.t the few articles I have disposed of in said Trust
Agreement, I direct my executor td'séli’étvprivate sale ny real estate situat- ’
iﬁ the State of Maine; my autcmobile; and all my furniture, fixtures and equip=~|

ment located in my house at 92 West Strest, Portland, Maine, and in my office

located at 655 Congress Street, Portland, Maine, at such time and in such

namner 28 in its cpinion will test serve the interests of wy estcte.
FIFTH:s I give, bequeath aud deviss to the STATE OF MATNE any land I

nay ovn in Cortez, lMontezuma County,.Colorado. The STATE OF MAINE should be

“”




mindful to p.rcmp’oly. establish its title to this property, and be mindful to
p.ﬁy“ohe local taxes on this iand promptly each y.ear.

m: I have donated in TRUST to the STATE OF MATNE the forest lands
héféinai'ter set forth, an.d the same has béen accepted by the several Stals
Legislatures with the approval of the several Governors, all as described in
the Laws of Maine, and subject to all the Trusts and conditions therein cone
tained: v

. Townships three (3), four (4), five (5), and six (6),
Range nine (9). (Piscataquis County§ ]

Tovmships three (3), four (4); five (5), and six (6),
Range ten (10) W.E.L.S. (Piscataquis County)

A portion of Towmship six (6), Range eight (8) W.E.L.S.
(Pencbscot Gounty , N

Township two (2), Range nine {(9) WoE.LoSe = 776l acres.
(Piscataquis County).

This land aggregating 201,018 acres h_as been accepted to ba
forever held in TRUST by the STATE OF MAINE for the benefit of the Paople of
Maine for Public Forest, Public Park and Public Recreational purposes oaly, and
the same forevér to be known and designated by the STATE OF MAINE on its
official maps and records as WBAXTER STATE ?AﬁK".
In 2ddition to these gifts of forest lands to the STATE OF
MAINE, I bave given to the STATE OF MAINE in TRUST over one and one-half -
million dollars; the income therefrom to be used for the support and maintenance
of said BAXTER STATE PARK.
| Under th'er Trust Agreement referred to in this my lest ‘.;.’ill and
Testement, I have provided other 1Substén'bi_al funds to be used by the STATE OF
MATNE to assist in the maintenance of said BAXTER STATE PARK; to acquire
addition;l lands for recreational and reforestation purposes; and for the
maintenance of such.other additional lands which may be acquired by said STATE
OF MATNE. '

SEVIETH: Uninvested funds or other propsriy i‘;hat I may have at the timo
of my decease which has not become,subject to the Trust Agreement hersinbefore
referred to, and any funds which my execubor may receive from the sale of .

property as directed in this Will over :ud sbove those funds requires o carry

“ 2w




‘|| Testament, I have provided for bequests of One Hundred Thousand Dollars

out the provisions of this my Last Will and Tes’oaxi-ent snzll by my execubor
be paid over end delivered to my Trustee, BOSTON SAFE DEPOSIT AND TRUST
CO:{PA}\‘D(, and becoms a part of the'principal of my Trust best.atrj; hereinbefors
référrec} £0. . o | .

ELGHIH: Under the Trust Agz"eénient referred to in this my Last Will and
Testament, I have provided for a bequest of Two Hundred Thousand Dollars

($200,000.00) as follows:

CITY OF BOSTON, Commomwsealth of Massachusebts. This bequest
of Two Hundred Thousand Dollars has been given in TRUST to

supplenent a gift of Fifty Thousand Dollars made to the CITY
OF BOSTON by my late father, James Phinney Baxter, toward the
erection of ¥A SUITAELE BUILDING TO BE ERFCTED IN THE CITY OF

BOSTON, T0 CGOIMCRATE THE LIVES AND DEEDS OF THE FOUNDERS or
NEW ENGLAN'D."

NINTH: Under the Trust Agreement referred to in this my Last Will and

(5100,000.00) each to the following:

PORTLAND CITY HOSPITAL, Portland, Maine
PORTLAND PUELIC LIERARY, Portland, Maine

MAINE MEDICAL CENTER, Portland, Maine

MERCY HOSPITAL, Portland, Maine

GOVERNOR BAXTER SCHOOL FCOR DEAF, Falmouth, Maine

TENTH: Under the Trust Agreement referred to in this my Last Will and

lestamsn‘c I have also provided for the follomns- money beqguests:

1. Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000.00) to the CITY OF Poamu\m
to be held in TRUST, the income therefrom to be used for
the care and maintenance of *Wiayor Baxter Woods® in tm,

Deering District of said Portland.

2. Twenty=-five Thousand Dollars ($25,000.00) to the ANIMAL REFUGE
LEAGUE of Portland, Maine.

3. Twenty-five Thousand Dollsrs ($25,000,00) to the TOM OF
GORHAM, MAINE.

Tyenty-Iive mouuc.nd Dollars ($25,000.00) to the SAINT AGATHA
SCHOOL, Saint Agatha, M aine.

S
-

ELEVENTH: Under the Trust Agreement referred to in this my Last Will and

Testament, I have also made gifts to some of my relatives, friends and

employess,
TWELFTH: The references I have made in the WSIXTHY, WELGHTHE#, WINTH?,
TTENTH? and ¥EL EV’ENJ.H" provisions of this my Last Will and Teslament have been




made solely to disclose some of the gifts and bequests I have heretofors nade,

and bequests that will be made and executed under the sal
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referred to in this my Last Will end Testament, and for no othe

.IN TESTIMONY WEEREOF, I hereuwnto set my hand and seal 2t said Portland,
Maine, and declare this to be my Last Will and Testament, this ninth
day'of September in the year of our Lord one thousand nine hundred snd sixty-

six.

e

Lot it fro s

Signed, published a.nd_ declared by the above named PERCIVAL PROCTOR BAXTER
a8 and for his Last W1l and Testament, in the presence of us who, at his
reguest, in his presence, and‘ in the presence of one another, herebo subscribe
our names as ‘wi.tnesses thereto, on this ninth . day of Sep'te:abe_r,

1966. ' L
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AMENDMENT of MAY 18, 1966 to TRUST of JULY SIXTH, 1927,

This AMENDMENT made tho eighteenth day of May, 1966 by and between

»
)
o

pu—

PTRGIVAL PROCTOR BAXTER of Portland, Kaino, and BOSTON SAFE DFEPOSIT AND TRUST

S — o~y "t e A AT

CCYPAVY, a corporation duly organized and existing under the Laws of the Cozzén-.
iwealth of Massachusetts and having a usual place of business in tha City of

; Boston, Massachusetts.

W e w o

WITNESSETH that
: . \
YHFREAS under the Trust Indenture dated July 6, 1927 as amended

on January 20 1956, August l 1956 January 3 ,-1957, March 29, 1957, }’-.a.z;ch 10,

1958, July 25, 1956, April 23, 1959, January 30, 1960 Hay 23, 1960, April 28,
lf1961 August 2, 1961, September 28, 1961, October 1, 1961, Jamary 13, 1962,

¢4 et i crone: s ey =«

? . \Tovembe‘ 8, 1962, May 7, 1963, June 10, 196a, Migust 28, 1964, and March 25,
1966 the la.tter 'be:.ng the last Amendmen‘b said PERCIVAL PROCTOR BAXT‘-"% '

v trans;erred certa:m property to said BOSTON SAFE DEPOSIJ. AND TRUST CO"PA)IY as Y

A TRUSTEE upon the Trusts therein set Iorth for the-benefit of MADELETNE: BAX""'{

.,

\
TOSL.INSON (now deceased) and others, and did by Article TENTH of aaa.d Amer_.ded

INDENTURE reserve the right to change, alter, modify or amend the TRUST by
agreement in writing of said PERCIVAL PROCTOR BAXTER and the Trustee hereunder,

N and L. i
- ' WHEREAS the said BOSTON SAFE DEPOSIT AND TRUST COPARY is now

e+ i e Mmoo S R 2 e 0

I ~ |ithe SOLE TRUSTEE under said Indenture.
! : NO4 THEREFORE, the parties hereto hereby agree that 3aid Indenture
i of Trust dated July 6, 1927, as amended by said agreements of Jaruary 20, 1956,

: August 1; 1956, January 3, 1957, March 29, 1957, March 10, 1958, July 25, 1958,
' April 23, 1959, AJamiary 30, 1960, May 23, 1960, April 28, 1961, Jugust 2, 1961,
September 28, 1961, October 14, 1961, Jamary 13, '1962‘ Novexber 8, 1962,

a7 7, 1963, June 10, 1964, August 2'3 1964, and ¥arch 25, 1966 the.latter

oeing the last .Amendment, is i‘ur‘herg changed altered modined and ame*xded as
/

,/'
—

TN
¢

follows: __-- )
FIRST: The "GIFTS" described in List A and List B as presently

- amended heretofore, are now cancelled and made of no effect and the following

\\

. , . , . *
i, "GIFTS" described in List A and List B are hereby substituted therefors: -

I

LF e AR LRV IO e s




P WLy e oy cemnenas

LIST OF GIFTS A

JASES P. BAXTER, 3rd 200 shares Fraternity Company and Tweniy-five Thousand
New York City, N.Y. (325,000.) Doliaxrs "

JOIN L. BAXTER 200 shares Fraternity Compony and Twenty-five Thousand
Brunswick, Kaine ) {525,000, ) Dollars

LYDIA B. DURNEY . 200 shares Fra.ternlty Company and Twenty-five Thousand
th, Maine . . ($25,000. ) Dollars

'MARI B. WHITE ’ 200 shares Fra.ternity Company and Twenty-I{ive Thousand
Brunswi.ck, Maine (625,000. ) Dollars

E[iE?! B. MOYER 200 shares Fraternity Company and ’l‘wenty-five Thousand __

Cape Elizabeth, Maine : (325 V2, wollars
Totaling . « 1 000 shares _

DOROTHY K. TGLINSGN . . Twenty-five Thousand (325,000.) Dollars
Portland, Maine . e o )

VICTORIA TOMLINSON KEMP Twenty Thousand (320,000.) Dollars -
Cumberland, Maine . . R

HELON N. TAYLOR . Thenty-five Thousand ($25,000.) Dollars
Millinocket, Maine : . _ .

o 4 ’ i

ARTHUR G. ROGERS . . Twenty-five Thousand ($25,000.) Dollars
Waterville, Maine Co . o o i

W. ROWE ROALINGS ... Fifty Thousand (§50,000.) Dollars
Boston, Massachusetts g .

JOHN E. WILLEY - "' Fifty Thousand (§50,000.) Dollars
Falmouth Foreside, Maine . o

RAY V. BURGESS '  .Five Thousand ($5,000,) Dollars
South Portland, Maine c -

ANNIE . PEABODY .. Five Thousand (§5,000.) Dollars
Dover~Foxcroft, Maine , : S L

JOSEPH H. LEE - - © Twenty Thousand ($20,000.) Dollars
Portland, Maine . . ) .

MRS. LUCY C. SULLIVAN " Thirty-five Thousand (435,000.) Dollars ™

Portland, Maine

MISS LUCY E. SULLIVAN - Fifteen Thousand ($15,000.) Dollars .
. Portland, Maine e ’ . LS
¢, RUTH HODGDOW . . ~ Fifteen Thousand (315,000.) Dollars

Portland, Maine

MRS, HAZEL B. CONARY - = Five Thousand (35,000.) Dollars
Portland, Mainé - ]

In the event of the death of any of the beneficiaries herein named in

‘IlList A prior to the death of PERCIVAL PROCTOR BAXTER said Gift shall lapse.

A1l estate, inheritance, succession, transfer and other taxes of a

like nature and all death duties which may be levied or assessed against the

iproperty held in TRUST hereunder at the death of said PERCIVAL PROCTOR BAXTER

jon account of ..he Gifts to those persons named in List A abova shall be paid

f.fro:n tnc trust property- as a general charge and expense of administration of

|

|
| : -2-
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"I Trust created by my said father for the above-named purposes as exprassed in

Emorary; the grandfather clock now in my office in the Trelawny Building,

jhis Will. j : .

the ~‘I‘RUS'I‘ and shall not bo charged against nor be deemed to réduce in any way

o e T —
-

the azmount of said List A Gifts as stated in this Amendmenc.”

LIST OF GIFTS B

). To the PORTLAHD PUBLIC LIBRARY Por‘t.land Kaine, the sum of Two Hmdred

Thousand Dollars (3200 000.00) to be used for- the general purposes of sa:.d
t‘ogether with the Benziger portrait of my fafher now in my home at 92 Vest i
Street, Portland, Maine, ‘the same to be hung in said Library. I suggest that'
said portrai‘t: be hung in the Reference Room in place of the large mari.ne
painting now there. - |

2. To the CITY OF mw, a body corpor;te and politic in the, Commonwealth
of Massachusetts,.the sum of Two Hundred Thousand Dollars (6290,000.00) to be -
neld by said g;_'g:_r_gg_no__gggw_ as Trustee in TRUST in accordance with the terms

and condltions of, and for the purposgs expressed in, that port:.on of sub-
paragraph "F.[RST" of 1tem "T}DIRTEENTH" of the Will of my late fa.ther, James
Painney Baxber, dated October e:.ghth nineteen hundred m.neteen, and the
Codicil thereto dated Qctober eighth, nineteen hundred twenty, where:.n he
bequeathed the sum of Fifty Thoﬁs:'-md'Dqlhrs ($50,000.00) to the said CITY OF
BOSTON in TRUST toward the erection of MA SULTAELE BUILDING TO BE ZRECTED IN
THE CITY OF BOSTON, TO CQMMEMORATE THE LIVES AND DEEDS OF THE FOUNDERS OF NE
T . | , | . | . | .
I make this béquest. in TRUST. in order to add to and increase the said

3. To the MAINE MEDICAL CEMTER, Portland, Maine, the sum of Two Hundrad

Thousand Dollars ($200,000.00).. _ .

L. To the MERCY HOSPITAL, Portland, Maine, the sum of Two Hundved Thousand
Dollars (szoo' 000.00). -

5. To GOVERNOR BAXTER SCHOOL FOR DEAF, Falmout.h, Maine, the sum of Two

Hundred Thousand Dollars (9200 000,00).
6. To the CITY OF PORTLAND, State of Ma.me, a body torporate and pol:.t:.c,

the sum of .’l'wo Hundred Thousand Dollars ($200,000,00) to be held forever in

TRUST by the said City and the prineinal thereof e be Smvestod and roinveosicl,

and the income therefrom to be paid over, at least anmually, to the PORTT.AND

-3 -
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(450,000.00), the same to be held in TRUST by said City to be invested in

i

4
ifospital. i
U

YIRS T AL to bo usod solely for the goneral purposes and expenses of ..a.:.d.

7. To ihe said CITY OF PORTLAND the sum of Fifty Thousand Dollars '

securities legal for Maine savings bar‘:ks,' the. income therefrom to be used by
said City in caring for and maintaining "Mayor Baxter Woods" in the Doering
Da.stnct ol sa:Ld Portland. '

8. To the said CITY OF PORTLAND the sum of Five 'l‘nousand Dollars
($5,000.00) to be held forever in TRUST by the said City and :mvested in
securities of the highest standing, the income therefrom to be used by said
City in keeping :m good repair, order and condition :hhe following:

(a) The Cemetery Monuments on the Baxter family lob in said
.Evergreen Cemetery; : -

(b) The Bronze tablet and boulder in "MAYOR BAXTER WCODS";

{¢) The JAMES PHINNEY BAXTER BOULEVARD ME‘&ORIAi. of graz:i‘ée and
bronze construction on said Baxter Boulevard and

accepted by Said City. - ‘
9. To the ANIMAL REFUGE LEAGUE of Portland, Maine, the sum of Twenty~five

Thousand Dollars (¢25,000.00) for the purposes of carmng on its humane work
within said Portland; and t.he surrounding municipalities. '

10. To the TCUM OF GORHAM, MAINE, }the sum of Twenty—ifiv«a Thousand Dollars-
(325,000.00) to be held in TRUST, and the income therefrom to-be used for the
general purposeé of the Baxter Memorial Library; also the grandfather clock
from the Proctor family, light mahogany, now at my home at 92 West Street,
Portland, Maine, for the entrance hall of the Bé'xte_g Memorial Library at said
Gorham, Maine, ’

11. To the SAINT AGATHA SCHOOL, which is operated by the Daughters of
Wisdom and located in the Town of Saint Agatha, Aroostock County, State of
Maine, the sum of Twenty-five Thousand Dollars ($25,000.00). . .

12. To the STATE OF HAINE for the State Library, Augusta, Maine, the mebal
files and their cqntgnts now in my office in Portland. These .ara the metal -
mahogany-stained files, three (3) sections of four (4) drawers each; the bol;nd '
and unbound printed pamphlets of my Addresses 1921-192> in my home and office;
the bound and unbound p“m..ed pamphlcts and manuseripts of the Addresses of

JAXES PHINNEY BAXTER; the large wooden box now in the Stata L:.bra.._r safe at the

State House iu Augusta sentaining the cb’.“p"" boolis and manuserinks eollackted

by me from 1921-1925, and my other clipping books collected since 1920;

..'4_
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l- lorge volume of "RARE KAPS AND PLANSY collected by my father which I upon
A : req-ueat allowed tho Library of Congress to pho‘tograph and copy; the large bound
S’: *."o wmes of the om.'.g:_lr.la'l. UBAXTER MANUSCRIPTS", twenty (20) in number, collected
l: by my father and now stored in the State Library safe at Augusta; and all my

:; other mnusczfipts, scrap books, clippings and documents; and I request th;:xt <the
State Lidrarian employ some competent person to go over these documents and
i

i papers carefully and to retain, bind and preserve those worthy of preservation,
the others to b'e destroyed. _

¥y TRUSTEE is hereby directed to pay the said STATE OF MATNE the sum of
Five Thousand Dollars ($5;000.00) to be used in marking, arranging, binding and
\ljpreserving said gifts above described under the direction of the State

1iLibrarian.

13. To the STATE OF MAINE the following personal property:

(a) Small mahozany 18th Century clock "Fugit Hora Ora" to be
' kept in the Blaine House. .

(b) Grandfather clock, mahogany, to be kept in the Executive
Department in the State House. (Clock is now in my
home at 92 West Street, Portland, Maine.)

SZCOND: The parties hereto further agres that the JSENDMENTS and

ERENTS dated April 28, 1961 and March 25, 1966 to the Trust Indenture of

5
g

July 6, 1927, are hereby cancelled, revoked and made of no effact.

THIAD: Upon and affer t‘he death of said PERCIVAL PROCTOR BAXT:® and

P
[
of

er complying with the provisions of Paragraph FIRST hereof, the Trustee

s e d

shall continue to hold the remainder of the trust property and shall manags,

.irvest, reinvest, and administer the same for the following purposes:

- N
. ~

i 1. To pay the net income thereirom at least as often as quarterly

<o the WBAXTER STATE PARK TRUST FUNDY created by Chapter 21 of the Private and

!Special Laws of 1961 enacted by the Legislature of the State of Maine for the

‘care, protection and operation of the forest land knowvm as BAXTZR STATE PARX,
1.

fand Sor other forest lands hereinafter acquired by the State.of Maine under
L
whe provisions of this TRUST for recreational or reforestatidd purposcs.

2. To pay over from the vrincipal thereol wihenever and as oilten s
_» the State of kaine shall determine the desirability of the purchase or other
f i~
i o P :
izeguizition of additional lands for said Boxter State Park or other lands for
: +
rocrcationzl or reforestation purnoges,: such cums as shall ba reminzbod In

el

TR

“oeiting by tho Troasurer 8T the State of Maine and shall bo corbtiried o bo

[e———— ’
. . 1

it
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sed for these purposes by the Governor and Ixecubive COLT\Cll of the State of

[

.

¥zine, and the members of ihe Baxter State P;u-.c Commission and the Trusico may

e thel any such certification contain a statomont thai T wrehase price

;or acquisition cost of such lands is in their opinion fair and reasonzble under

bod ‘“
requir

#all the circumstances.

i

l
'lla.no.s, burned over, cut and rocky, which are of little or no mrrket vZlue and

T ———
jwhich may be purchased at a low figure and allowed to reforest itself or re..a:m

is for scenic, recreational purposes, and for expez-mem.al scientific

ol
[/
p

4
!

LRttty

orestry. :

A1 of the lands so purchased under this Trust Agreement are to be

—

iforever hold by the said STATE OF MAINE in TRUST for the benefit of the Pcople

of Maine for development, improvement, use, reforestation, scientific fore.f:‘\':rj,

'md the production of timber and sale thereof.

" I hope some of the forest land acquired by the State under thnis

] :
‘provision of my TRUST will become model forests similar to those of Germany,

Scandinavia and elsewhere, prociucing a crop of wood to be sold by the State.

he STATE OF MAINE is given full power to harvest the crop, reforest and

......_ ;‘-)"‘-'_

orotect these lands against damage by insecis, fire or otherwise.

. P
e e M

iacouired by the sale of timber shall by the State of Maine be used for the caro,

[‘)
"™~

extension and management of said lands.

I shall be.pl‘eased if same portion of the lands purchased with my

i1‘1.:\1'1ds be made a "SANCTUARY FOR WILD LIFEY, but this I rust leave to the judg-~

l'nem. of others.

?§ FOURTH: In the event that said BOSTON SAFE DEPOSIT AMD TRUST COPANY

> any successor banking corporatlon thereto should at any time and for any
ason cease to serve as TRUSTEE hereunder, then a successor Corporate Trustes

» a Board of not less than three Trustees which may be or J.ncluue a barking

e 0.. " ,.--..

corporation organized under the laws of the Commonwealth of Massachuseits or
i

;the State of Maine, shall be appointed by the Covernor and Executive Council

¢

vI the State of Maine and the members of the Baxter State Park Commission, and

zuch successor Trustes or Board of Trustees, 25 the case may be, shzll ugon

[

&
vS

b

_._{_

wrivien acceptance of the Trust have 211 the powers, duties and discrations

e ase

ierein or herctofore conferred upon the original Trustoe.

FifTH: Notwlithstanding arything hercinbteforo conteined in th

B 3. In thc -State of }-.a:me thero aro largo areas of unproductive fores: |-

A3] reveave ..

-t -
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101‘1"1:*.31 Trust instrument or in any instrimeni of amcndment thercic, after the

. v T .
l| Geath of caid PRACIVAL PROSTOR BAYTRR, the present Trustee or any succeeding )
[.

i Trusice or 3scard of Trustees zhail be enditled to 58 of the pgross income

1
14
i

" received by the Trust s compensation for its services. I the Trust prinecipal
I

i
H - -

I chould be reduced su
1
'poscs provided for in this .LruSu, and if the l:u:u.ted compensation herecin re—~

stantially by tho expenditures of principal for the pur-

rred to should be conndered 1nadcqua.te for the duties performed by the

;‘
i¢C.

Trustee, it would be my wish that said Trustee negotiate with__,.., umrcmo. and

Executive Council of the State of Maine for a new basis of compensation for the| .
Trustee which may be agreed upon between then.
Except as here:m expressly chgnged altered, modified or

amended, said Indenture of Trust dated July 6, 1927, as amended Jamuary 20
1956, August 1 1956, Jamuary 3, 1957, March 29, 1957, March 10 1958, July 25,
1958, Anr::.l » 1959, Jamm'y 30, 1960 May 23, 1960, Apr:.l 28 1961, August 2'
1961, ...epuemoar 28, 1961 October 11;, 1961 January 13, 1962 November 8, 1962
May 7, 1963, June 10, 1964, August 28, 196!,., aad March 25, 1966, remains in

full force a.nd effect.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF said PERCIVAL PROCTOR BAXTER has hereunto sab his
hand and seal And said BOSTON SAFE DEPOSIT AND TRUST CCHPANY has caused its
corporate seal to be hereto affixed and ‘cﬁese presents to be signed in

Robert E. Dobbyn, its Vice President i)
duplicate in its name and behalf by Wiliiam-¥s-Welbeeh;-ite-Presidens, there-.

unto duly authorized the day and year first above written.

Signed in the presence of ' _ ’ /f"
{

f {,}’\Uﬂ (\;Y\; V\lﬁim, . | /)7'5/7¢'//Af"/;7/” ] \«»

BOSTO‘I SAFE DEPOA.s lu\) T"US.I. CCZ'T’ANI

P .
ol w0V

“YVice Pres:.dent U = / -;- .
1as ! :.: /' ‘;.' . -'
- ‘:\ 7 - . ::I e
a . = o
) . P
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PRIVATE AND SPECIAL 196!
CHAPTER 21

‘Chapter 21

AN ACT Accepting from Percival Proctor Baxter a Gift of One Thousand Shares
of the Capital Stock of the Proprietors of Portland Pier and Creating the
Baxter State Park Trust Fund.

Emergency preamble. Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature the ac-
ceptance of the gifts as offered by the Honorable Percival Proctor Baxter creates
an emergency within the meaning of the Constitution of Maine, and requires
the following Legislation as-immediately necessary for the preservation of the
public peace, health and safety; now, therefore, .

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows:

WHEREAS, the State of Maine by several acts of the Legislature approved by
the several Governors, 1930-1955, has accepted as gifts from Percival Proctor
Baxter, former Governor of the State of Maine, an area of forest land in Piscata-
quis and Penobscot Counties totaling 193,254 acres known as Baxter State Park,
the same now being held by said State IN TRUST for Public Park, Public
Forest and Public Recreational Purposes; and . '

WHEREAS, the said Baxter wishes to share with the State in part the cost of
caring for, protecting and operating said area of land in accordance with the con-
ditions in the several acts of the Legislature accepting said gifts as recorded in
the laws of Maine 1930-1953. :

NOW THEREFORE, the State of Maine hereby accepts from said Percival
Proctor Baxter all of the one thousand (rooo) shares of stock of the Proprietors
of Portland Pier Corporation, a Maine corporation also known as Portland Dier
the same being all the outstanding shares of said corporation all owned by said
Baxter, all taxes paid, free from all claims and encumbrances and said corpora-
tion is the owner of municipal bonds. corporation shares and cash, to the value ot
$488.042.64 as of January 1, 1961 which constitutes all of the assets of said cor-
poration; to be held IN TRUST forever for the henefit of the people of the State
of Maine and to be known as Baxter State Park Trust Fund the principal thereot

to be invested and reinvested, the income therefrom to be used by said State
for the care, protection and operation of said 193,254 acres of forest land known
as BAXTER STATE PARK.

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency cited in the preamble, this act
shall take effect when approved.

Eftective February 16, 1961



PRLVALL ANDU DPLULAL L9
CHAPTER 30 .

Chapter 30

AN ACT Accepting from Percival Proctor Baxter a Gift of One Thousand
Shares of the Capital Stock of Congress Realty Company to be Added to
Baxter State Park Trust Fund which was Established by Laws of.Maine
(1961), Chapter 21, and Administered According to the Provisions of said
Baxter State Park Trust Fund. :

Emergency preamble. Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature the ac-
ceptance of the gifts as offered by the Homnorable Percival Proctor Baxter
creates an emergency within the meaning of the Constitution of Maine, and
- requires the following legislation as immediately necessary for the preservation

of the public peace, health and safety; now, therefore,

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows:

Whereas, the State of Maine by several Acts of the Legislature approved by
the several Governors, 1930-1903, has accepted as gifts from Percival Proctor
Baxter, former Governor of the State of Maine, an area of forest land in Piscata-
quis and Penobscot Counties totaling 201.018 acres known as Baxter .State Park.
the same now heing held by said State IN TRUST ifor Public Park, Public
Forest and Public Recreational Purposes; and

Whereas, the said Baxter wishes to share with the State in part the cost of
caring for, protecting and operating said area of land in accordance with the
conditions in the several Acts of the Legislature accepting said gifts as recorded
in the Laws of Maine 1930-1963.

. .

Now, therefore, the State of Maine hereby accepts from said Percival Proctor
Baxter all of the one thousand (1,000) shares of stock of the Congress Realty
Company. a Maine Corporation, the same being all the outstanding shares of
said corporation all owned by said Baxter, all taxes paid, free from all claims
and encumbrances and said corporation is the owner of municipal bonds. cor-
poration shares and cash, to the value of $1.106,213.42 as of Fehruary 2, 1903,
which constitutes all of the assets of said corporation; to he held IN TRUST
forever for the benefit of the people of the State of Maine and to be addud to
Baxter State Park Trust Fund the principal thercof to be invested and rein-
vested, the income thercirom to be used by said State for the care, protection and
operation of said 201.018 acres of forest land known as BAXTER STATE
PARK as provided in Laws of Maine (1961), Chapter 21, and administered
according to the provisions of said Baxter State Park Trust Fund.
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