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F O R E W O R D

Baxter State Park first inspired awe and fascination in me more than 
twenty years ago. It was then that my family and I first climbed Katahdin 
and camped at Roaring Brook. Subsequent treks to Russell Pond and 
Wassataquoik Lake, climbs up North Traveler and Doubletop, dips in the 
frigid kettles of Howe Brook and volunteer weeks at Daicey Pond deepened 
my respect for Baxter State Park, its visionary donor and the philosophy that 
guides its management.

The history of Baxter State Park is as complicated as it is remarkable. 
Governor Percival Baxter was not just a visionary. He was also one of the 
most determined, persistent and patient persons ever to live. It took him 
more than thirty-two years and more than two dozen separate land 
acquisitions to assemble all of the pieces of his “puzzle”. The acquisition 
process was marked not only by Governor Baxter’s tenacious persistence, 
but also by considerable negotiation and compromise. The result was one 
of the most unique public parks in the world: more than 200,000 acres of 
majestic mountains and forests.

Governor Baxter’s gift to the people of Maine included not only a vast 
wilderness sanctuary but also an area designated for scientific forestry 
management. The Governor knew that controversy, political and otherwise, 
would inevitably surround management of the Park. That is why in 1939, he 
had the Park’s enabling legislation amended so that responsibility for Park 
management would lie in the hands of the independent, three-person Baxter 
State Park Authority.

There have been, and undoubtedly will continue to be, controversies 
surrounding the wilderness concept that Governor Baxter evoked for much 
of the Park. The contextual meaning of trust phrases such as “natural wild
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state” and “sanctuary for w ild beasts and birds” has been the subject o f a 
great many discussions over the years. So has the operation o f scientific 
forest harvesting within Park confines. Until his death in 1969, Governor 
Baxter him self expressed his desires on the interpretation o f the deeds o f  
trust in a number o f  situations. Since his death, it has been necessary to 
research the various deeds o f trust, a multitude o f  legal opinions and other 
documents in order to glean the Governor’s intent with respect to certain 
Park management issues. To conduct such research required substantial 
effort since not all o f  the source documents were easily accessible.

N ow , thanks to the efforts o f  the independent group Friends o f Baxter 
State Park, all o f  the source documents that chronicle Governor Baxter’s 
vision and intent for the Park have been collected and com piled in this four 
volume collection. The collection includes die deeds o f  trust, judicial 
opinions, Attorney General opinions, as w ell as Governor Baxter’s speeches 
and correspondence. The collection also includes annotations by Professor 
Howard R. Whitcomb.

This collection is important because it w ill increase the clarity of, and 
accessibility to, these primary source documents. Such documents are 
critical because they reveal Governor Baxter’s original thinking and trace its 
evolution over time. The collection w ill also increase the public’s 
understanding and appreciation for the detailed information gathering and 
analysis that have accompanied Park management decisions over the years.

On behalf o f  the Baxter State Park Authority and the People o f M aine, 
I congratulate and thank the Friends o f Baxter State Park for undertaking 
and successfully com pleting this project. I particularly recognize and thank 
Professor W hitcomb for his fine work in managing the project and authoring 
the annotations. These volum es o f  annotated materials w ill help future 
generations o f  M aine people to better understand, appreciate and protect the 
very special gift given to them by Governor Percival Baxter.

G. STEVEN ROWE 
Maine Attorney General 
Chair, Baxter State Park Authority 
April 2005



Preface
Friends of Baxter State Park is enormously pleased to contribute to public discourse and scholarship this four-vol­

ume annotated compilation of original sources, collectively conveying Governor Percival R Baxter’s intent and 
vision for the park, his unparalleled gift to the people of Maine. Herein are gathered together for the first time in one 
source the Deeds of Trust, legislative interpretations, opinions of Attorneys General, appellate court opinions, and 
Baxter’s voluminous speeches and correspondence.

Purpose
Baxter State Park is unique among parks. It was conceived and created by one man, Governor Percival P. Baxter, 

who today is the hero of park users and conservationists from near and far. It was Baxter who:

• Doggedly bought and paid for every single parcel, amounting to 201,000 acres as of his last gift in 1963,

• Specified the governing structure and ground rules for park management as he gifted his “building blocks” to the state,

• Capitalized a trust fund for its operation and long term survival, and

• Guided policy and operations until his death in 1969.

Baxter was both a visionary and pragmatist. The conditions upon which he gave the park to the State of Maine are 
specific. Even if some of his words are not always consistent, taken as a whole, they are clear: his foremost purpose 
was to retain and enhance the park’s wild state, for nature itself, as it were. Within that context, he also wished to 
provide opportunities for the people of Maine to experience this wildness apart from development.

But what does this mean today, especially when few alive actually knew the man and heard his ideas, and when 
technology has changed the ways in which we use the out-of-doors? How may the public trust remain as true as pos­
sible to the Governor’s wishes? While current Park Director Irwin “Buzz” Caverly certainly had the privilege of first­
hand instruction from the Governor, his successors most surely will not. Nor will other officials and citizens involved 
in the administration, management, and safeguarding of the park.

Friends of Baxter State Park offers these annotated materials in the belief that this knowledge is vital to ensuring 
that the Governor’s wishes continue to endure in park management and administration. Much of the material herein 
has not been previously available to the public. Locating and using it should be easy for anyone.

We first began the project as a means of understanding within our own organization the basis for the Governor’s 
intent and actions in establishing a wilderness park, even as he made concessions for hunting and forestry in acquir­
ing some parcels, to get the job done. Our mission as an independent citizen’s group is to help preserve, support, and 
enhance the wilderness character of the park, in the spirit of its founder. In carrying out this mission, we must ensure 
that we have our facts straight. This valuable resource will help us immeasurably. We hope you likewise will find it 
useful.

O rganization
The seven parts of this compilation are organized into four volumes. Each part begins with an “Overview;” fol­

lowed by brief “Annotations.” The “Documents,” copied from copies of originals from the sources consulted, com­
plete each part.

Volumes I — II, Parts 1-3: Legal Documents
The first three parts are legal documents through which the park was created and by which the Governor’s intent 

and transactions have been interpreted. These include the Deeds of Trust and Judicial Opinions (Volume I, Parts 1- 
2), presented chronologically, and Attorney General Opinions (Volume II, Part 3), treated by subject matter.



Volumes III — IV, Parts 4-7: Speeches and Correspondence
Three of the last four parts contain private exhortations and ideas that the Governor expressed about the park in 

speeches and correspondence. Hopefully, most of the countless extant materials are contained herein. The other part, 
in addition to personal items pertaining to Baxter himself, consists of documents recognizing his accomplishments 
such as letters of commendation from former U.S. Secretary of the Interior Stewart L. Udall and former Associate 
Justice of the Supreme Court William O. Douglas.

Speeches about Katahdin comprise Part 4 (Volume III).

Correspondence related to the attempt in the mid-1930s to create a national park in the Katahdin area, that the 
Governor headed off, make up Part 5 (Volume III). This correspondence is separated from that of Part 7 (Volume IV) 
because of its particular content.

Part 6 (Volume III) includes personal items, including his will and trust documents, and awards bestowed upon 
Governor Baxter.

Part 7 (Volume IV) comprises the remainder of his correspondence, selected for its bearing on his vision and intent 
for Baxter State Park. It is organized by subject matter to aid the user.

R esearch L im itations
Professor Whitcomb attempted to avoid interpretative judgments in his annotations, leaving such to the users of 

the four volumes, and the courts and attorneys general of the state.

Professor Whitcomb was not asked, nor did Friends of Baxter State Park expect him to conduct, independent 
research as an historian might do. Friends directed his efforts to the documents willingly made available by the Office 
of the Attorney General of the State of Maine, Baxter State Park Headquarters, and the Maine State Library which 
holds the Percival P. Baxter Collection. The State Library’s guide to that collection appears as an Appendix in Volume 
I of this compilation. Professor Whitcomb did not use the Baxter scrapbooks that were in the process of restoration. 
That restoration will be completed soon and interested parties should consult the excellent index that is included in 
the aforementioned guide.

A vailability
Thanks to the generosity of the Davis Conservation Foundation and other donors including Jon Lund, Robert 

Morrell, and Rupert White, copies will be made available to the Office of the Attorney General and Baxter State Park 
Headquarters. The general public will have access to the four-volume set at the Maine State Library, Maine State Law 
Library, Cleaves Law Library (Cumberland County), Maine Historical Society, and public libraries in Bangor, 
Portland, and Presque Isle (Mark and Emily Turner Memorial Library).

A W ord o f Thanks
Finally, we acknowledge the extraordinary contribution of Dr. Howard Whitcomb, Emeritus Professor of Political 

Science of Lehigh University, in bringing the material to publication. With little compensation, but much support 
from state and park officials and others whom he has named in his Acknowledgments, and the Friends of Baxter State 
Park subcommittee who guided his effort, Dr. Whitcomb painstakingly compiled, organized, and annotated the 1500 
page set. We are grateful to him and to all who have helped him in his research.

Friends also commissioned Lou Mucci to paint a watercolor reflecting the park’s capacity to inspire. It is his 
watercolor that graces this work, and we thank him.

May Governor Baxter’s beloved park remain forever wild!

Charlie Jacobi,
President, Friends of Baxter State Park
Bar Harbor, Maine
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Seldom has a more generous gift been presented 

to a people than has been given by 

Percival Proctor Baxter . . .  to the State of Maine.

It is incumbent upon them, the recipients, to preserve 

the trust impressed upon them, to ensure for themselves 

and for future generations the fullest use of Baxter State Park 

consistent with the desires of the donor.

Public Laws, 1971, Chap. All
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VOLUME III

Speeches and National Park Controversy 
Correspondence

Part 4: Speeches

CONTENTS LISTED CHRONOLOGICALLY

1. “Mount Katahdin Centennial State Park, 1820-1920”
Edited draft manuscript by Senator Percival P. Baxter, circa late 1920, pp. 1-6

2. “Mount Katahdin State Park”
An address by Percival P. Baxter, President of the Senate, at the annual meeting of the Maine Sportsmen’s Fish 
and Game Association, Hall of Representatives, State Capitol, 27 January 1921, pp. 1-14

3. “Mount Katahdin”
Draft manuscript by Governor Percival P. Baxter, circa early 1921, pp. 1-3

4. “Inaugural Address”
Excerpts from Governor Percival P. Baxter’s inaugural address, 9 February 1921, cover page and pp. 10-11

5. “State Finances”
Excerpts from Governor Percival P. Baxter’s message to the 80th Legislature, 10 March 1921, cover page and pp.
11-13

6. Untitled Address
Excerpts from an “untitled address” by Governor Percival P. Baxter at the State Chamber of Commerce, Bangor,
20 May 1921, pp. 1-2 and 7-8

7. Untitled Address
Excerpts from an “untitled address” by Governor Percival P. Baxter at the Joint Field Day of York County Farm 
Bureau and Pomona Grange, West Kennebunk, 25 August 1921, cover page and pp. 7-8

8. “Forests of Maine, Legislative Lobby and State Contingent Fund”
An address by Governor Percival P. Baxter at the annual meeting of the Maine Forestry Association, State House, 
6 January 1922, pp. 1-18

9. “Inaugural Address”
Excerpts from Governor Percival P. Baxter’s inaugural address, 81st Legislature, 4 January 1923, cover page and
p. 25

10. “Farewell Message to the People of Maine”
Excerpts from Governor Percival P. Baxter’s farewell address, State Capitol, 7 January 1925, cover page and pp.
1 and 22-25

11. Untitled Address
Excerpts from an “untitled address” by former Governor Percival P. Baxter’s at the Lions Club, Bangor, 14 
September 1927, pp. 1-2
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12. “Baxter State Park, Mount Katahdin”
Undated manuscript by former Governor Percival P. Baxter, circa 1939 -  early 1940s, pp. 1-4

13. “Baxter State Park At Katahdin Now Complete With 112,945 Acres”
Newspaper article by former Governor Percival P. Baxter, 30 November 1941, Portland Sunday Telegram and 
Sunday Press Herald, p. 1

14. “The Purchase of the Land” -  Part II of “Three Views of Roadless Katahdin”
Article by former Governor Percival P. Baxter in The Living Wilderness, published by the Wilderness Society, 
September 1944, pp. 6-7 (entire set of three articles by Benton MacKaye, Baxter, and Ronald L. Gower, respec­
tively, attached, pp. 1-9)

15. “The Baxter State Park in Maine”
Signed manuscript by Percival P. Baxter for publication in the National Park Magazine, circa 1945, pp. 1-6

16. “Togue Pond Gatehouse Opening Ceremony”
Remarks prepared by former Governor Percival P  Baxter for the Togue Pond gatehouse opening ceremony, 10 
August 1967, pp. 1-2 and attachment (remarks were delivered by BSP Commissioner Austin H. Wilkins)

OVERVIEW

During Baxter’s years as prominent legislator and governor, from 1917 to 1925, he communicated with the general 
public primarily through speeches. Later he relied principally on press releases and formal communications with leg­
islators and governors as he gradually extended the boundaries of Baxter State Park. The formal communications 
associated with the twelve sets of Acts of Acceptance from 1931 to 1963, through which Baxter deeded land to the 
state, are reproduced and annotated in Volume I. However, several speeches from his years in public office in 
Augusta, along with a few delivered after 1925, shed additional light on his intentions for Katahdin. It is these that 
are annotated in herein.1

Some o f the speeches are in draft manuscript form, while others are formally printed as a function of his legislative 
or executive positions. Some are reproduced in their entirety and others only in excerpted form. Several are articles 
written for magazines or newspapers. All but one date from 1920 through the mid-1940s. The outlying item is his 
brief remarks prepared for the Togue Pond gatehouse dedication ceremonies on 10 August 1967.

ANNOTATIONS

While the speeches herein are compiled in chronological order, the most significant one, “Mount Katahdin State 
Park,” was delivered on 27 January 1921 at the State Capital to the annual meeting of the Maine Sportsmen’s Fish 
and Game Association (see Speech 2). This speech contained the most expansive articulation of Baxter’s early inten­
tions for Katahdin. It emphasized the need for the state to develop a more progressive forest policy, including scien­
tific forestry practices, and recreational opportunities.

The context of the speech is important. At the time Baxter, President of the Senate, was on the verge of introducing 
in the 8QUl Legislature his proposal to create a park at Katahdin. This represented his second legislative attempt to cre­
ate a park and forest preserve at Katahdin. John W. Hakola recounted the circumstances surrounding the defeat of his 
bill in the 79th Legislature.2 In anticipation of the introduction of “An Act Establishing the Mount Katahdin State 
Park,” Baxter made two tactical moves designed to improve its prospects. First, using his prerogative as presiding 
officer of the Senate, he appointed his brother Rupert, a Senator from Sagadahoc County, to the Committee on State

1 Several articles are included in this compilation of speeches.
2 John W. Hakola, Legacy o f a Lifetime, pp. 51-52.
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Lands and Forest Preservation, which would be considering the legislation.3 In addition, he facilitated arrangements 
for an illustrated lecture on Katahdin by William F. Dawson of Lynn, Massachusetts.4 Due to the death of newly inau­
gurated Governor Frederick H. Parkhurst on 31 January 1921, the lecture scheduled for 2 February 1921 was can­
celled. By virtue of the constitutional succession provisions, Baxter was automatically elevated to the position of 
Governor, a less desirable position from which to advocate for the creation of the park at Katahdin.5

Two undated manuscripts have similar content to that of the “Mount Katahdin State Park” speech. The first was orig­
inally entitled “Mount Katahdin Centennial State Park, 1820-1920” (see Speech l) .6 It was written by Senator Baxter 
either just prior to or during the first days of the 80th Legislature, but in either case, before he was chosen as President 
of the Senate. In his remarks he referred to his intentions to reintroduce the park proposal in the 1921 legislative ses­
sion and he identified himself as State Senator. However, he appears to have used it again or reworked the speech, 
as his hand written editing of the title page and the manuscript post-date his elevation to the position of Governor. 
The insertion of a sentence on page six suggests that Baxter edited the manuscript sometime after the park propos­
al’s defeat in late March 1921:

Notwithstanding the fact that 168 members of the 1921 Legislature of Maine, out of a total of 182 members 
were Republican, the timberland owners had sufficient influence over legislative matters to defeat the park 
bill regardless of the Party’s pledge.7

The second undated manuscript, “Mount Katahdin,” borrowed language from and appears to have been delivered 
after the “Mount Katahdin State Park” speech and by then Baxter was the Governor. It would seem fair to say that 
Baxter was constantly re-working his remarks on Katahdin to reflect both the political reality and audience. It should 
be noted that while the typewritten speech indicates that Baxter delivered it as Governor, there is a hand written date 
of 1920 on the cover page, most likely by Baxter himself. This manuscript had to have been written sometime prior 
to the park proposal’s defeat in late March of 1921, but under no circumstance in 1920, since Baxter had not yet 
become Governor.

Returning to Senate President Baxter’s “Mount Katahdin State Park” speech, it was clearly intended to launch his 
park proposal in the newly convened 80th Legislature. As suggested earlier, the speech was framed within the broad­
er context of the need for the state to practice scientific forestry while being attentive to the recreational needs of its 
citizenry. Baxter deplored the sale of the state’s “wild lands”8 that began shortly after statehood in 1820 and culmi­
nated in the “State Steal” of 1868 when 2,700,000 acres were deeded to the European and North American Railway 
Company for one dollar. In the intervening years, ownership of these timberlands passed to large corporate and indi­
vidual holdings, leaving the state with just one-third of a million acres, principally in “Public Lots.” To remedy this 
situation, Baxter recommended that the state begin acquiring waste and burned-over timberlands so as to protect 
waterpower sources and provide recreational opportunities in the most picturesque region of the State.

Percival Baxter’s vivid description of Katahdin and the surrounding region was informed by his August 1920 trek to 
and ascent of the mountain, which was organized by a Patten lumberman, Burton W. Howe. This widely publicized 
trip was designed to build political support for Baxter’s “Centennial State Park.” By this time Baxter was a candi­
date for Senate President in the upcoming 80Ul Legislature. Charles P. Barnes, who was to become Speaker of the 
House of Representatives in the 80th Legislature, was also on the trip. Baxter, with a self-effacing posture, stated: 
“The passage of the Knife Edge requires a cool head and sure footing, and I am not ashamed to admit that I gladly 
availed myself of the friendly and reassuring hand of my companion, as I crept gingerly over the rough piles of loose 
and broken rock.”9

3 Neil Rolde, The Baxters of Maine: Downeast Visionaries, p. 159.
4 Hakola, op. cit., p. 56.
5 See, ibid., pp. 56-60, for an analysis of the bill’s consideration and ultimate defeat.
6 It is worth noting that the proposed boundaries of the park included Katahdin Lake (p. 5).
7 “Mount Katahdin Centennial State Park,” undated manuscript, (circa late 1920), p. 6.
8 Timberlands situated in the unorganized townships and plantations.
9 “Mount Katahdin State Park,” 27 January 1921, p. 10.
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The proposed park covers an area of 57,232 acres and comprises the whole of Mount Katahdin, and 
Katahdin Lake, of itself one of the most beautiful of all Maine’s lakes, and which abounds with trout. The 
boundaries of the park can be extended later if succeeding legislatures deem such extension advisable. The 
park will prove a great attraction, not only to the people of Maine who will frequent it, but also to those who 
come from without our State to enjoy the free life of the out of doors. The park will bring health and recre­
ation to those who journey there, and the wild life of the woods will find refuge from their pursuers, for the 
park will be made a bird and game sanctuary for the protection of its forest inhabitants. Roads, trails, and 
camps will be built in the most favored locations, and the camps will be rented for nominal sums to those 
who wish to use them. For those who want hard mountain climbing, trails will be laid out over difficult 
routes to the top of the mountain, while easier trails will be provided for those who do not desire to make 
the supreme effort. Katahdin then will become a great recreation center for those who seek the woods that 
are unspoiled by fashionable hotels with liveried attendants, or by costly club houses frequented by the 
devotees of tennis and golf.10

Baxter concluded his speech with a challenge to the corporate interests that owned vast acreage in the northern forests 
of the state and who sought to quash the park proposal:

Maine is famous for its 2500 miles of seacoast, with its countless islands, for its myriad lakes and ponds, 
and for its forests and rivers, but Mount Katahdin Park will be the State’s crowning glory, a worthy memo­
rial to commemorate the end of the first and the beginning of the second century of Maine’s statehood. This 
park will prove a blessing to those who follow us, and they will see that we build for them more wisely than 
our forefathers did for us. Shall any great timberland or paper-making corporation, or group of such corpo­
rations, themselves the owners of millions of acres of Maine forests, say to the People of this State, “You 
shall not have Mount Katahdin, either as a memorial of your past or as a heritage for your future?”11

One can not help but acknowledge Baxter’s stalwartness in holding to this early vision for his park at Katahdin 
despite formidable opposition.

In his Inaugural Address on 9 February 1921 Baxter called for the establishment of the Mount Katahdin State Park 
and in doing so cited his predecessor’s endorsement.12 However, in his message on “State Finances” just a month 
later, he noted that financial conditions forced him to withdraw the $100,000 appropriation for the establishment of 
the park, thereby further damaging the legislation’s prospect.13 On 23 March 1921 the Senate accepted the Committee 
on State Lands and Forest Preservation’s recommendation that the legislation “ought not to pass,” effectively killing 
the park proposal. The governor’s brother, Rupert, was among a minority of three on the committee that supported 
the legislation.

A year later on 6 January 1922, Governor Baxter spoke to the Maine Forestry Association on a variety of topics, 
including the “Forests of Maine” .14 At the outset, he referred to the transforming experience of standing at the sum­
mit of Mount Katahdin in August of 1920:

A few months ago I stood spellbound upon the top of Mount Katahdin, and looked across the great forest 
areas of northeastern Maine. Hundreds of thousands of acres of the finest timberland in the world lay at my 
feet, and the black growth of the evergreens, patched with the lighter growth of hard woods, stretched forth 
in every direction. H ere and there the bright waters of the rivers threaded their way through the woods on 
their long journey to the sea, and the foam of the waterfalls and rapids, catching the rays of sun, spanned

Baxter’s description of the park was as follows:

10 Ibid., p. 13.
11 Ibid., p. 14.
12 “Inaugural Address,” Percival P. Baxter, Governor of Maine, 80th Legislature, 9 February 1921, p. 10-11.
13 “State Finances,” Percival P. Baxter, Governor of Maine, 80th Legislature, 3 March 1921, pp. 11-13.
14 The full title of the speech was “Forests of Maine, Legislative Lobby and State Contingent Fund,” January 6,
1922.
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these waters with glistening bands. I was in the heart of Maine, on the highest peak of land within the State. 
Standing there all alone I was carried away by the prospect before me. To me Maine seemed to be nothing 
but forests. The memory of the busy cities and towns faded from my mind. I forgot about our great indus­
tries, our farms and our seashore resorts; for Maine was a State of the Woods. I felt a certain fellowship with 
the wild life about me, and when my companions called me to return to camp I took a final survey of the 
panorama, and impressed it indelibly upon my mind.15

By then, however, Governor Baxter’s second attempt to obtain legislative approval of his state park at Katahdin had 
failed, and he returned to the promotion of scientific forestry practices and the forestry program at the University of 
Maine.

The “Farewell Message” on 7 January 1925 provided a final occasion for Governor Baxter to speak as an elected 
public official about Katahdin. He attributed the defeat of his proposals during previous legislatures to the opposi­
tion of the large timberland companies and argued forcefully that the forest areas of Maine not become “private 
hunting preserves to be enjoyed only by the friends and sycophants of powerful interests.”16 He proceeded to chal­
lenge the 82nd Legislature:

To prove my interest in this project, if the 82nd Legislature will enact a law under which some duly consti­
tuted public body or agency is given power to condemn “wild” and forest land for public park and forest 
reserve purposes, and will appropriate $10,000 annually for the coming two year period, for that purpose, I 
myself will pay to the State Treasurer my salary for the years 1923 and 1924 being the total sum of $10,000 
as a personal contribution toward meeting the land damages for the first park and reserve areas thus con­
demned and acquired by the State.

He attached several stipulations, including one that specified that the $30,000 was to be spent acquiring land that 
would include within its boundaries not less than the entire NW quadrant of T3 R9. This quarter township included 
Monument Peak, South Peak, the Knife Edge, The Chimney, Pamola Peak, and North Peak, all on Mount Katahdin 
as well as Chimney and Basin Ponds.17 The nearly 6,000 acres of T3 R9 that Governor Baxter would eventually deed 
to the State of Maine in 1931 encompassed, in large measure, the boundaries of the parcel delineated in his “Farewell 
Message” The 82nd Legislature did not accept Governor Baxter’s challenge.

The remaining six documents in this compilation span the balance of Baxter’s career as a private citizen. Among them 
are articles written by Baxter for The Living Wilderness, a publication of The Wilderness Society, and the National 
Park Magazine, a publication of the National Parks Association. Both articles provide an abbreviated account of his 
efforts, both as a public official and private citizen, to establish a state park at Katahdin. Both conclude with a vari­
ation of the oft-quoted passage that appears on the plaque at Katahdin Stream:

The works of men are short lived. Monuments decay, buildings cmmble and wealth vanishes, but Katahdin 
in its massive grandeur will forever remain the mountain of the people of Maine. Throughout the ages it will 
stand as an inspiration to the men and women of this State.18

Finally, in 1967 in what were to be his last formal remarks on Katahdin, Baxter sent a letter that was to be read by 
BSP Commissioner Austin H. Wilkins at the dedication ceremony for the Togue Pond gatehouse. The remarks them­
selves were quite predictable; however, his instruction of Wilkins to “please read this in a strong, loud voice as I want 
them all to hear it”19 was a poignant reminder that Governor Baxter remained determined to have his wishes carried 
out in his posterity. In his words, “[t]he responsibility will rest upon you Governor Curtis and those who follow you.”20

15 Ibid., pp. 4-5.
16 “Farewell Message to the People of Maine,” State Capitol, 7 January 1925, pp. 22-23.
17 See, ibid., p. 24 for a map of the NW 1/4 of T3 R9.
18 See, for example, “The Purchase of the Land,” The Living Wilderness (September 1944), p. 7. This is a slightly 
edited version of an article that appeared on the front page of the 30 November 1941 issue of the Portland Sunday 
Telegram and Sunday Press Herald.
19 Letter from Baxter to Austin H. Wilkins, 10 August 1967.
20 “Togue Pond Gatehouse Opening Ceremony, 10 August 1967, p. 2.
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MCUUT KATAHDIN ,£BHi£88HU£> STATB PARK

vnoMte
1820 —  1920

P e r c iv a l  P.. B axter

o f P o r t la n d •

M t. K atahdin i s  but a name to  most p e o p le . I t s  in a c c e s g -  . 

i b i l i t y  and the la c k  o f roads and t r a i l s  make th e  t r i p  to  th e  

m ountain and the a scen t o f  i t s  peaks so d i f f i c u l t  th a t  b u t ; few  

t r a v e le r s  are w i l l in g  to  undergo th e  expense and the h a rd sh ip s  

o f th e  jo u rn ey . I t s  -rugged g ra n d eu r , ex tr a o rd in a r y  g e o lo g i ­

c a l  fo rm a tio n s and d i v e r s i f i e d  c o lo r in g  make i t  a unique moun- 

tain^ and i t s  w onderfu l scen ery  i s  un su rp assed  and probably un­

e q u a lle d  by th a t o f any m ountain e a s t  o f  th e  R o ck ie s .
•*

M t. Katahdin has no f o o t h i l l s  to  d e tr a c t  from i t s  d ig n ity  

fo r  i t  r i s e s  ab ru p tly  out o f  th e  surrounding p la in  and a t t a in s  

a  h e ig h t  o f  5 ,273  f e e t  above th e  se a  l e v e l .  To clim b th e  h ig h ­

e s t  peaks r e q u ir e s  both  stren gth ^ acF ' endurance and a m ountain­

e e r in g  ex p e r ien ce  and s k i l l  eq u a l to  th a t  req u ired  in  th e  a s ­

cen t o f  some o f th e  h ig h e s t  peaks o f  th e  S w iss A l p s .  Prom th e  

summit o f  th e  m ountain, as one lo o k s  down upon the f o r e s t s  and 

la k e s  o f  M aine, th e  v iew  e x te n d s  in  a l l  d i r e c t io n s .  Ho grand­

*
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e r  view o f p rim eval n a tu re  can anywhere be found .

The S ta te  o f  Maine once owned th e  v a s t  a re a s  of tim berlands 

t h a t  extend in  a l l  d i r e c t io n s  from th e  s lo p e s  o f M t. K atahdin , t o ­

g e th e r  w ith  t h e i r  c o u n tle s s  la k e s  and r i v e r s ,  bu t many y e a rs  ago th e  

t i t l e  to  t h i s  g r e a t  in h e r i ta n c e  passed in to  th e  hands o f p r iv a te  

ow ners. In  th e  e a r ly  h a l f  of the  l a s t  c e n tu ry  Maine so ld  i t s  tim b er-  

la n d s  and th e  money rece iv ed  was used to  b u i ld  roads and schoo ls and 

to  pay m in is te r s  o f  th e  G ospel. For a  number o f  y e a rs  no ta x e s  were 

le v ie d  by th e  S ta te  as th e  proceeds o f th e s e  s a le s  paid  a l l  th e  ex­

penses of th e  S ta te  governm ent. When th e  S ta te  C a p ito l was b u i l t  

tw elve tow nsh ips com prising  about 264,000 a c re s  o f land  were so ld  

to  p rov ide th e  n ec e ssa ry  fu n d s. One s a le  o f more th an  two m illio n
• • . ' 4

a c re s  of lan d  was made a t  th e  p r ic e  o f tw elve  and o n e -h a lf  c e n ts  

p e r  a c re .  There a re  20 ,000 ,000  ac re s  o f lan d  w ith in  th e  S ta te  o f  

Maine and 14 ,200 ,000  o f  th e se  ac re s  a re  t im b e r la n d s . The owner­

sh ip  of th e s e  f o r e s t s  i s  g ra d u a lly  f a l l i n g  in to  th e  hands o f a  few 

la rg e  i n t e r e s t s  so th a t  e ig h teen  d i f f e r e n t  ow nerships to -d ay  hold 

t i t l e  to  more than  5 ,200 ,000  ac re s  o f la n d , w h ile  two of th e se  own­

e r s h ip s  ho ld  more th a n  1 ,000 ,000  ac re s  each . Two ow nerships th e re ­

fo re  hold o n e - te n th , and e ig h teen  ow nerships ho ld  o n e -q u a r te r  of 

th e  S ta te  o f M aine.

In  1919 an Act f o r  th e  e s tab lish m e n t o f  th e  H t. K atahdin 

C en ten n ia l S ta te  P a rk  was in troduced  in  th e  S ta te  L e g is la tu re  by th e  

au th o r  o f t h i s  a r t i c l e .  T his B i l l  p rov ided  f o r  a  P ark  which in ­

cluded  S t .  K atahdin  and th e  d i s t r i c t  ex ten d in g  n o r th e r ly  th e re fro m , 

th e  t o t a l  a r e a  w ith in  th e  Park  l im i t s  to  b e  approx im ately  115,000

a c re s .
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A re c e n t survey h as been made of about 150,000 a c re s  in  t h i s  

v i c in i ty  in c lu d in g  th e  proposed Park  a re a  w ith  i t s  h ig h e s t and most 

p ic tu re sq u e  p o r t io n s .  T his survey shows th a t  f i f t y - t h r e e  p er cen t 

o f th e  land  i s  burned over tim b e rla n d , f i f t e e n  p e r  cen t i s  bare rock 

and s tu n ted  grow th , f i f t e e n  p e r  cen t i s  cu t over la n d , tw elve p e r 

cen t i s  v i r g in  grow th now b e ing  out and f iv e  p e r  c e n t i s  tlm berland  

under one hundred y e a rs  o ld .

A la rg e  p a r t  o f  t h i s  e n t i r e  a re a  i s  p r e c ip i to u s  w hile the  

scenery  eq u a ls  and in  many asp ec ts  surpasses t h a t  o f th e  White Moun­

t a in s  in  Hew H am pshire. T his P a rk  i s  d e s tin e d  to  become a  scen ic

r e s o r t  unequaled e a s t  o f  th e  M is s is s ip p i R iv e r; i t  w i l l  be made a
a lso

re fu g e  f o r  w ild  game, a  sa n c tu a ry  fo r  b ird s  and^w ill prove a p rac­

t i c a l  Investm ent f o r  th e  S ta te  o f  M aine.

About seven teen  y e a rs  ago one o f th e  most e x te n s iv e  f o r e s t  

f i r e s  recorded  in  th e  h is to r y  o f  th e  S ta te  raged around th e  base of 

Mt. K atahdin and in  th e  f o r e s t  a re a  to  th e  H e r  t  h» 270,000 ac re s  

o f tim b erlan d  were burned over a t  th a t  time* S tanding  on the  to p  of 

th e  m ountain an o b se rv e r can d i s t i n c t l y  o u t l in e  th e  a re a  swept by 

t h i s  f i r e  as th e  l i n e  between th e  old b la c k  grow th o f  evergreens 

and th e  l i g h t  g reen  grow th o f th e  new p o p la r  and hard  wood i s  w ell 

d e f in e d . In  a  few y e a rs  t h i s  c ro p  of p o p la r  and o th e r  pulp  wood can 

be h a rv e s ted  to  advantage th e  p roceeds o f  which w i l l  be used by the  

S ta te  in  pu rchasing  a d d i t io n a l  land  fo r  th e  P a rk .

The m ountain i t s e l f  i s  v a lu e le s s  from a  tim b er s ta n d p o in t. The 

g r e a t  p la te a u  on th e  to p  o f th e  mountain i s  w ind-sw ept and covered 

w ith  huge b o u ld e rs  w h ile  th e re  i s  in  p la c e s  a  th ic k  growth of scrub
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p in e  about th re e  f e e t  h ig h . T h is b le a k  and b a rre n  p la te a u  c lo s e ly  

resem bles th e  s u b -a rc t ic  tu n d ra , and i t  once was th e  home of a g r e a t  

h e rd  of c a rib o u  a l l  o f which were d es tro y ed  o r d r iv e n  out o f th e  

S ta te  by h u n te rs .  The 1919 P a rk  Act was d e fea ted  by th e  o p p o sitio n  

o f one of the  la rg e  Tim berland Companies, bu t a  s im ila r  Act has been 

in tro d u ce d  in  th e  1921 S ess io n  of th e  S ta te  L e g is la tu r e .

To make th e  t r i p  to  th e  m ountain and re tu rn  i s  a  tramp of no t 

l e s s  than  seven ty  m ile s . The jou rney  i s  a  hard  one and re q u ire s  

s ix  d ay s . The t r a i l  l i e s  th ro u g h  th e  dense woods and over unused 

and abandoned to te  roads th a t  a re  h a rd ly  p assab le  f o r  a pack m ule.

At th e  end o f th e  th i r d  day th e  t i r e d  t r a v e le r  comes suddenly Up­

on a  b e a u t i f u l  pond c a l le d  Chimney Pond lo c a te d  in  th e  c r a t e r  o r 

b a s in  o f  th e  m ountain . T h is Pond about th re e  a c re s  in  e x te n t i s  

fed  from s p r in g s , bu t th e  w a te r  i s  so co ld  and th e  pond i s  a t  such 

a  h ig h  a l t i t u d e  th a t  no f i s h  can l iv e  in  i t .  Prom t h i s  b as in  th e  

w a lls  o f th e  m ountain r i s e  alm ost p e rp e n d ic u la r ly  1,500 f e e t  form­

in g  a w e ll d e fin e d  h a l f  c i r c l e  around th e  so u th e rly  shores of the  

Pond. The c o lo r  o f th e  c l i f f s  i s  brown, g rey , p in k  and p u rp le  ac­

co rd in g  to  th e  p o s i t io n  of th e  sun, and th e  c louds hanging over th e  

m ountain peaks now and th en  r i s e  above them re v e a lin g  sharp  s e r ­

ra te d  edges which resem ble th e  V olcanio fo rm ations o f th e  m ountains 

in  th e  Hawaiian I s la n d s .  Prom th e  h ig h e s t p o in ts  o f  Mt. K atahdin 

th e  L a u re n tia n  M ountains on th e  N orth  can  be seen b o rd e rin g  th e  S t .  

Lawrence H iver and i t  i s  a s s e r te d  on good a u th o r i ty  th a t  on a c le a r  

day th e  A tla n t ic  Ocean can be seen one hundred m ile s  to  th e  South.



The aso en t to  th e  m ountain i s  d i f f i c u l t  even fo r  an accom­

p lis h e d  m ountain c lim b e r, w h ile  th e  t r i p  a c ro ss  the  K nife Edge r e ­

q u ir e s  a  co o l head and su re  f o o t in g .  With a s t i f f  wind blowing 

from  th e  N orth or South th e  passage ac ro ss  t h i s  b r id g e - l ik e  s e c tio n  

i s  p e r i lo u s  and must o f te n  be made on the  hands and knees* This 

K nife Edge av erag es from fo u r  to  s ix  f e e t  in  w id th  w ith  p r e c ip i ­

to u s  s lo p e s  on each s id e  having a  sh eer drop o f  from f iv e  hundred 

to  f i f t e e n  hundred f e e t .  The Edge over which one clim bs to  th e  

peaks above i s  sh a rp , sc a rre d  and s p l in te r e d  by c o u n tle s s  b o l t s  of 

l ig h tn in g ,  th e  marks o f which a re  unm istakab le a t  every s te p .

Where d i f f i c u l t  p la c e s  a re  to  be sc a led  in  th e  Alps and in  o th e r  

m ountaineous reg io n s  freq u en ted  by t o u r i s t s ,  c e r ta in  a id s  to  clim b­

in g  such as  la d d e rs  and r a i l i n g s  have been p ro v id ed , bu t on K atahdin 

none o f th e s e  welcome a p p lia n c e s  have been in s t a l l e d  and n a tu re  must 

be faced  and conquered w ith o u t t h e i r  a id  by man* s co o ln ess  and endur­

an ce .

The peop le  of Maine have awakened to  th e  f a c t  th a t  th e se  v a s t 

tim b e rla n d s  should have been r e ta in e d  as S ta te  p ro p erty  f o r  th e  ben­

e f i t  o f f u tu r e  g e n e ra t io n s .  The awakening came too l a t e  bu t th e  

e s ta b lish m e n t o f t h i s  P ark  w i l l  la y  th e  fou n d atio n  of a c o n s tru c tiv e  

8 ta te  F o re s t P o licy  fo r  th e  f u tu r e .

The Mt. K atahdin  Act p ro v id es  f o r  an a p p ro p ria tio n  s u f f ic ie n t  

f o r  th e  im m ediate purchase of th e  mountain i t s e l f  to g e th e r  w ith  Ka­

ta h d in  Itake, a  b e a u t i f u l  lak e  s ix  m ile s  away and on the  l i n e  o f the

proposed road  to  th e  m ountain . An amount o f money w i l l  be ap p ro p ri-
£
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a ted  an n u a lly  to  be used in  ex tend ing  th e  h o ld in g s  o f th e  S ta te  

so th a t  u l t im a te ly  th e re  w i l l  be inc luded  w ith in  th e  Park  a  la rg e  

p o r tio n  and perhaps a l l  o f the  burned over a re a  a lread y  m entioned. 

The Commissioners who w i l l  handle th e  Park  a re  empowered to  pur­

chase such r ig h t s  of way as may be n ecessa ry  f o r  approaches and 

th ey  a re  au th o riz e d  to  b u ild  camps, roads and t r a i l s  and to  h a rv e s t 

tim b e r in  a  manner no t to  in te r f e r e  w ith  th e  soenery  of the  re g io n .

A lthough Mt. K atahdin Park  has no co n n ec tio n  w ith  th e  P a rty  

p o l i t i c s  o f  th e  S ta te  the  R epublican P a r ty  a t  i t s  S ta te  Convention 

in  March 1920, j u s t  one hundred y e a rs  from th e  tim e Maine became a

se p a ra te  S ta te ,  in d o rsed  th e  p ro je c t  and gave i t s  p ledge to  the  

people o f Maine th a t  th e  Park would be e s ta b lis h e d ,

j x e a g e  t o  t n e  .

Maine i s  famous f o r  i t s  tw e n ty -f iv e  hundred m iles  o f  se a -c o a s t

and i t s  thousands of i s l a n d s ,  f o r  i t s  m il l io n s  of ac re s  o f  f o r e s t s  

and i t s  num berless la k e s  and stream s a l l  o f  which a ffo rd  r e c re a tio n  

and o u t-d o o r l i f e  to  th o se  who oare to  enjoy them, bu t th e  Mt. Ka­

ta h d in  C en ten n ia l S ta te  Park  w i l l  be th e  crowning g lo ry  o f the  S ta te ,  

th e  c e n te r  o f a t t r a c t i o n  and a  w orth ly  memorial to  commemorate th e  

c lo s in g  c h a p te r  o f th e  f i r s t  and th e  opening c h a p te r  of th e  second 

cen tu ry  of S ta teh o o d .
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Mr. President, Ladies and Gentlemen:
When your Committee invited me to appear 

before you and speak upon the proposed Mount 
Katahdin State Park, I accepted the invitation 
with pleasure, for I well knew there was no organ­
ization in our State to whom this project would 
appeal with more force than to the Maine Sports­
men’s Fish and Game Association. You know the 
out-of-doors; you study the hillsides, the valleys, 
and the wild life of the woods, and you, of all our 
citizens, appreciate that spiritual, as well as physi­
cal, benefits are to be derived from a close contact 
with nature.

Mount Katahdin is located in the very heart of 
the great timberlands of Maine, the “wild lands” as 
they usually are called, and in view of this it is fit­
ting that in my remarks I should outline to you the 
history of these wild lands, in which we are now 
beginning to take an interest. The history of these 
lands is fascinating. It is a story of violent specu­
lation in which fortunes were lost and men’s repu­
tations ruined, and in which fortunes were won and 
great timber-owning fam ilies were established, and 
made wealthy for generations to come. It is a story 
of intrigue and corruption, where powerful and 
selfish men often took that to which they had no 
right, from those too weak to defend themselves and 
their property. It is a story in which the rights of 
the people in a princely inheritance were given 
away or bartered for a song, for the folly of which 
future generations forever will pay.

There are today in Maine about 14,000,000 acres
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of timberlands of which 9,100,000 comprise the so- 
called “wild lands” which are situated in unorgan­
ized townships and in plantations. The greater part 
of these lands was once the property of the people 
of this State, and, had our forefathers handed down 
to us this great domain, what a transformation 
Would have been wrought in the life and institu­
tions of our State!

In the early years these lands were sold for 
trifling sums per acre to pay current expenses of 
the State Government, to build roads, to pay min­
isters of the gospel, and in 1828, twelve townships 
were sold in order to raise funds with which to build 
the State House. From 1836 to 1839 these lands 
were sold by the State so freely that no taxes were 
levied, because a sufficient number of townships 
were disposed of to provide the revenue necessary 
for State purposes. In 1793 the State sold the so- 
called Bingham lands, comprising 2,100,000 acres, 
and the price paid for them was twelve and one-half 
cents per acre. As late as the year 1813 the people 
of the State of Maine owned more than 11,000,000 
acres of the finest timberland. The final act in this 
tragedy occurred in 1868, only 53 years ago, and 
this was the crowning calamity of all. This trans­
action has been known as the “State S tea l” The 
Legislature of that year passed an act to “aid in the 
construction of the European and North American 
Railway” and for the munificent consideration of 
“one dollar paid by said Railway Company,” grant­
ed to that Company “all the timber and lands be­
longing to the State and situated upon the waters 
of the Penobscot and St. John rivers to be used by 
said Company to aid in the construction of its con­
templated line of railway,” which was to provide

4



means for the defense of the Northeastern frontier. 
In this deed it is recited that about 1,000,000 acres 
of land “more or less” are conveyed to the railway 
“for the purpose named in the act.” A careful esti­
mate shows that about 2,700,000 acres were given 
away by that deed, which the Governor of the State 
signed. The railroad, as a matter of fact, was 
constructed for a distance of about twelve miles, 
but the deed had been signed, sealed and delivered, 
and thus ended the rights of the people in all that 
was left to them of a great inheritance.

These facts are of the past; they are incidents 
of a by-gone day, and regrets are fruitless. Today 
it is necessary for us to face the situation as it now 
exists, so that we may plan to build for future gen­
erations better than our ancestors built for us. 
Today the State of Maine, out of this vast area of 
millions of acres of timberland, is owner of but the 
paltry amount of 330,837 acres. This land is sit­
uated in what is called the “Public Lots” scattered 
all over the forest area.

The timberlands of Maine are fast passing 
into the control of a few large corporations and in­
dividual holdings. One company today owns more 
than 1,000,000 acres of land, and as there are about 
19,000,000 acres in the entire State, this great 
company owns one-nineteenth of the whole State 
of Maine. Thirty-one timberland ownerships own
5,800,000 acres in Maine, which comprise 30% 
of the entire acreage of the State, or 64 % of all the 
wild lands of the State. This concentration of own­
ership prevails in other New England States, for 
the United States authorities show that fifteen own­
erships in Maine, New Hampshire and Vermont 
own more than 15,500,000 acres of timberlands, or
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one-fourth of the combined forest areas in those 
three states. These large ownerships create a 
great monopoly, which controls prices, dictates 
terms to the owners of small areas, stifles compe­
tition, and at times dominates State legislation by 
means of their arrogant lobbies. The powerful 
business and political connections of these great 
corporations, together with their undoubted con­
trol of the supply and distribution of news print 
paper, gives them a position of extraordinary in­
fluence over many of the activities of our State.

Having in mind the fact that the people of 
Maine once owned these great areas of timberland, 
is it not fitting that, upon payment of a fa ir price 
therefor, the grandest and most beautiful portion 
of all this great area which the people of the State 
once possessed, should again become their property?

The Mount Katahdin National Park project 
was under consideration by Congress for some 
years. Ex-Congressman Frank E. Guernsey of 
Dover when a member of the National House, intro­
duced an act providing for the creation of a Federal 
Forest Reserve in the Katahdin region, but this 
failed of passage. In 1919 I introduced into the 
State Legislature an act establishing a State Park in 
the Katahdin region. I believed that the State of 
Maine should establish the policy of acquiring waste 
and burned-over timberlands, in order to make a be­
ginning toward maintaining and increasing the sup­
ply of timber and pulp, and in order to provide a 
recreation ground in the most picturesque region of 
the State. I f  this policy is established and con­
tinued, the State in the years to come will aequire 
large areas of lands which are now practically 
worthless, but which in the future will yield a



harvest that will bring to the State an annual in­
come on the investment. This land can be bought 
at a low price today, as much of it  is of little use to 
its owners, and the State can afford to carry it until 
it is ready to be cut in a proper and scientific man­
ner. This purchase by the State w ill prove a profit­
able investment, and a direct income will be derived 
from it when the crop of timber is harvested, while 
an indirect income w ill be obtained from the tour­
ist travel that is bound to come to these forest areas 
if  this land is purchased in mountainous and rugged 
regions, such as that of Katahdin. In addition to 
these advantages, protection will be afforded to the 
sources of the waterpowers of the State.

The policy of the State’s acquiring these lands 
is approved by both Federal and State authorities. 
Notwithstanding today’s tendency to decry public 
ownership, a cry that is often raised by those who 
seek to perpetuate their long-standing private own­
ership of natural resources, Mr. H. S. Graves, the 
Chief Forester of the Federal Government, says: 
“The States should acquire large forest tracts,” and 
Hon. Forrest H. Colby, Forest Commissioner of this 
State, a practical forester of wide experience, says: 
“Federal or State ownership of timberlands partic­
ularly of cut-over and neglected lands is to be de­
sired and in a great measure will help to insure a 
future supply of lumber.” Maine with every op­
portunity and with all conditions favoring such a 
policy, has done nothing while other states have 
made splendid beginnings. New York has acquired 
2,000,000 acres of timberland and thus controls 
60 % of the available pulpwood in that state. Penn­
sylvania has bought 1,000,000 acres, while under 
the Weeks Act 1,800,000 acres have been purchased

7



by the United States at an average price of $5.26 
per acre. The Federal Government considers these 
purchases a good investment and an annual income 
already is assured from them. Now is the time to 
establish this policy in Maine, and a trip to the 
Mountain will convince even the most skeptical. 
The value of timberlands is increasing constantly, 
while the owners are becoming more reluctant to 
sell. In a short time the land we can buy today will 
be beyond our reach, and Maine will have lost its 
opportunity. The Great Northern Paper Company 
was responsible for the defeat of the 1919 act, but 
that act like many worthy projects, once defeated 
comes back to the 1921 Legislature with renewed 
vigor, with a strong and growing public sentiment 
behind it, and with a fair prospect that those who 
caused its defeat before may not be able to do so 
again.

To most people Mount Katahdin is but a name. 
To those who have both seen and climbed the Moun­
tain it is a wonderful reality, and the memories of 
a trip to its summit remain vivid through the years. 
At present the great Mountain, weather-beaten by 
time and scarred by the avalanche, is almost inac­
cessible, the journey entailing expense, hardship 
and discomfort. The grandeur of the Mountain, its 
precipitous slopes, its massive cliffs, unusual forma­
tion and wonderful coloring cannot be surpassed or 
even equalled by any mountain east of the Missis­
sippi river. Katahdin rises abruptly from the plain 
to the height of 5,273 feet, and, without foothills to 
detract from its solitary dignity, stands alone, a 
grim gray tower overlooking the surrounding coun­
try for hundreds of miles. It is small wonder that
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the aboriginal Indians believed it to be the home of 
the spirits of wind, storm and thunder.

The scenery of the White Mountains in New  
Hampshire is tame and ordinary when compared 
with that of Mount Katahdin and the range beyond, 
and Katahdin is not unworthy of a place among the 
great mountains of the world. To reach the base 
requires a tedious tramp of from fifty to sixty miles 
over old and abandoned tote-roads, through fords 
and swamps, with but an occasional well defined 
path leading over pleasant ridges covered with 
great trees, that give welcome shade to the weary 
traveler. At best it requires from six to seven days 
of steady walking to make the trip from civiliza­
tion to the Peak and return. There are several ap­
proaches to the Mountain, but the most picturesque 
is that which leads from the East into the South 
Basin, where is located Chimney Pond, a beautiful 
sheet of water, which, among ponds, is as unique 
in its coloring and setting as Katahdin is among its 
sister mountains. This pond is surrounded on the 
South and West by a grand amphitheatre of per­
pendicular cliffs rising from 1500 to 2000 feet. 
The water in this remarkable pond is so clear and 
cold that fish cannot live in it, and it is as unin­
habited as the salt brine of the Dead Sea. Its sur­
face mirrors the ever-changing aspects of the 
clouds and the multi-colored cliffs towering around 
it. These cliffs are gray, blue, pink, or brown, ac­
cording as the atmosphere changes from hour to 
hour, or as the position of the sun is altered.,

By day man stands spellbound in that solitude 
where man himself is an atom at the base of one 
of nature’s noblest creations; by night he is in­
spired by the majesty of the moon as it rises and
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moves westward in a stately curve over the ser­
rated peaks, which throw themselves up into the 
deep blue of the night as though to join the com­
pany of the stars.

The climb to Pamola Peak by a rough trail 
through stunted pine, over great granite boulders 
that lie spilled in endless drifts' on the side of 
the Mountain, up the steep slope to the summit, 
down into the “Chimney” where the rush of air 
threatens to tear one’s feeble grasp from the cliffs 
to which one clings, and then across the treacherous 
“Knife Edge” to Mountain peak, is both difficult 
and dangerous.

The passage of the Knife Edge requires a cool 
head and sure footing, and I am not ashamed to 
admit that I gladly availed myself of the friendly 
and reassuring hand of my companion, as I crept 
gingerly over the rough piles of loose and broken 
rock. On every hand were countless marks of the 
lightning’s work, which looked like the spattering 
of lead from bullets that had struck upon the stone 
leaving a grayish film surrounded by the shattered 
rock. Lightning has bombarded this Mountain top 
for ages, but Katahdin, unconquered and unafraid, 
still holds aloft its noble head.

Here man has provided none of those aids to 
mountain climbing which one finds conveniently 
placed in the difficult passes of the Alps, or in some 
portions of the Rockies. On Monument Peak is 
heaped up a pile of stones to mark the summit, in 
the crevices of which is kept a copper box, and those 
who have the courage and strength to attain that 
peak are supposed to deposit their names in the box, 
as proof that at last they are numbered among 
those genuine mountain climbers who possessed
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the endurance to climb the highest and the rough­
est mountain in New England.

The great plateau extends for miles from the 
South Peak to the North Peak. It is wind-swept 
and strewn with huge granite boulders that seem to 
have been shaken from the clouds by a giant hand. 
It is covered in places with a dense growth of knee- 
high scrub spruce and pine, through which it is im­
possible for man to pass. This plateau once was 
the home of a large herd of caribou, all of which 
were killed or driven northward by the relentless 
hunter. I have talked with woodsmen who dis­
tinctly remember these strange* animals as they 
grazed over this elevated feeding ground, or stood 
on the edge of the Mountain looking over into the 
great space beyond.

There is a growth of moss and small plants in 
places, that gives this area the appearance of the 
sub-Arctic tundra. Standing here one sees the 
Laurentian Mountains on the north bordering the 
St. Lawrence River, and the Atlantic Ocean on the 
south. At one’s feet is a panorama of endless for­
est, of great lakes that melt away into the distant 
haze, countless ponds and winding streams with 
their white markings of falls and rapids, while the 
dark evergreen growth, here and there outlined by 
the lighter growth of the hardwoods, extends in all 
directions. The wilderness of the forest seems 
endless.

It is interesting to know that on this tableland 
are springs of water flowing out from the rocks at 
the height of 5000 feet above the surrounding coun­
try, and on the hottest day in summer the water is 
cool and refreshing. Here in August, 1920, in the 
shade of a huge boulder and by the side of these
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running springs, gathered a little group of tired 
men, among whom were Charles P. Barnes, Speaker 
of the Maine House of Representatives, Arthur G. 
Staples and Sam E. Connor of the Lewiston Jour­
nal, W illis E. Parsons, Commissioner of Inland Fish 
and Game, Burton W. Howe of Patten, Nathaniel 
C. Howe of Ashland, Charles A. Fogg of Houlton, 
George A. Houghton of Bangor, and the writer of 
this address, who discussed the Mount Katahdin 
Park from every angle and pledged their support 
to the cause.

In 1903 a huge forest fire, the most destruc­
tive in the history of the State, destroyed about
270,000 acres in this mountain region. Of this 
area 115,000 acres were surveyed recently by the 
United States Government and it is in this area 
that Mount Katahdin Park is to be located. Today 
the conditions for the establishment of this park are 
ideal. The cost of the land should be low, as its 
Value for timber purposes is trifling. The park is 
in the very heart of the mountain where the scen­
ery is the grandest and most varied. Whatever 
timber there is on the slopes of the mountain is so 
inaccessible as to make it valueless, for its removal 
is impossible; while at the base of the mountain in 
one section of the park is a new growth of poplar, 
birch and other woods, which in a few years will 
become of value, and when properly harvested will 
furnish an income to the State. The land will be 
worth to the State, as land only, all that it costs and 
will prove a good investment. Unlike certain great 
institutions of the State that are a constant drain 
upon its resources with their ever-increasing de­
mands, this project will prove self-sustaining, and 
of increasing value in the passing years.
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The proposed park covers an area of 57,232 
acres and comprises the whole of Mount Katahdin, 
and Katahdin Lake, of itself one of the most beau­
tiful of all Maine’s lakes, and which abounds with 
trout. The boundaries of the park can be extended 
later if succeeding legislatures deem such extension 
advisable. This park w ill prove a great attraction, 
not only to the people of Maine who will frequent 
it, but also to those who come from without our 
State to enjoy the free life of the out of doors. The 
park will bring health and recreation to those who 
journey there, and the wild life of the woods will 
find refuge from their pursuers, for the park will 
be made a bird and game sanctuary for the pro­
tection of its forest inhabitants. Roads, trails, and 
camps will be built in the most favored locations, 
and the camps will be rented for nominal sums to 
those who wish to use them. For those who want 
hard mountain climbing, trails will be laid out over 
difficult routes to the top of the mountain, while 
easier trails will be provided for those who do not 
desire to make the supreme effort. Katahdin then 
will become a great recreation center for those who 
seek the woods that are unspoiled by fashionable 
hotels with liveried attendants, or by costly club 
houses frequented by the devotees of tennis and golf.

The establishment of this park is not connected 
with party politics, but the Republican platform of 
1920 endorsed it, and the Democrats of the same 
year favored State ownership of burned-over and 
denuded timberlands. Governor Parkhurst in his 
inaugural message to the Legislature stamped it 
with his approval; your Fish and Game Association 
has adopted resolutions supporting it, and all the
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while public sentiment is rapidly being crystalized 
in its favor.

Maine is famous for its 2500 miles of seacoast, 
with its countless islands, for its myriad lakes and 
ponds, and for its forests and rivers, but Mount 
Katahdin Park will be the State’s crowning glory, 
a worthy memorial to commemorate the end of the 
first and the beginning of the second century of 
Maine’s statehood. This park w ill prove a blessing 
to those who follow us, and they will see that we 
built for them more wisely than our forefathers did 
for us. Shall any great timberland or paper-mak­
ing corporation, or group of such corporations, 
themselves the owners of millions of acres of Maine 
forests, say to the People of this State, “You shall 
not have Mount Katahdin, either as a memorial of 
your past or as a heritage for your future?”
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MOUHT XATAHDIH 

By

PSHCIVil P . BAXTiSa, 

SOViiliBOa QP HAIHE

To most people Mount Xatahdin is  But a name* To 

those  who hare Both seen and climbed the  Mountain i t  i s  a wonderful 

r e a l i t y ,  and the memories of a t r ip  to  i t s  summit remain v iv id  

through the y e a rs . At p re sen t the g re a t Mountain, w eather-beaten 

by  time and sca rred  by the  avalanche, is  almost in a cc e ss ib le , the 

journey e n ta i lin g  expense, hardship and d iscom fort. The grandeur 

of the Mountain, i t s  p re c ip ito u s  s lo p es , i t s  massive o l i f f s ,  unusual 

form ation and wonderful co lo rin g  cannot be surpassed or even equalled  

by any mountain e a s t of the  M ississipp i r iv e r .  Xatahdin r is e s  

ab ru p tly  from th e  p la in  to  the height of 5,273 f e e t ,  and, w ithout 
f o o th i l l s  to d e tra c t from i t s  s o l i ta r y  d ig n ity , stands alone, a grim 

gray tower overlooking the surrounding country  fo r  hundreds o f  m iles. 

I t  is  sm all wonder th a t the  ab o rig in a l Indians believed  i t  to  bo the  

home o f  the  s p i r i t s  of wind, storm end thunder.

The scenery of the White Mountains in  Hew Hampshire is  

tame and ord inary  when oompared w ith  th a t of Mount X a tah d in  and the 

range beyond, and Xatahdin is  not unworthy of a p lace  among the  g rea t 

mountains of th e  w orld. Zoxeaoh the base re q u ire s  a ted ious tramp 

o f  from f i f t y  to  s ix ty  m iles over old and abandoned to te -ro a d s , 

through fords and swanks, w ith  but an oooaslonal w ell defined pa th  

lead ing  over p leasan t rid g es  covered w ith g re a t t r e e s ,  th a t  give 

welcome shade to  th e  weary tr a v e le r .  At b e s t i t  req u ire s  from s ix  

to  seven days of steady  walking to  make the  t r i p  from c iv i l iz a t io n  

to  th e  Peak and re tu rn . There ere  sev e ra l approaches to  the 

Mountain, but the  most p ic tu resque Is th a t  which leads from the  Bast 

in to  the South B asin, where la  located  Chimney Pond, a b e a u tifu l 

sh ee t of w ater, which, among ponds, is  as unique in  I t s  co lo ring  and 

s e t t in g  as Xatahdin is  among i t s  s i s t e r  m ountains. This pond is  

surrounded on th e  South and West by a grand am phitheatre of per­

p en d icu lar o l i f f s  r i s in g  from 1600 to  2000 f e e t .  The water in  th is
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remarkable pond is  so c le a r  u i  oold th a t  f i s h  oannot l i r e  In  I t ,  and Lt 

as uninhabited  as the s a l t  b rin e  o f  the  Dead Sea* I t s  su rface  

m irrors th e  ever-changing asp ec ts  o f the olouds and th e  m ulti-co lo red  

c l i f f s  towering around It*  These c l i f f s  a re  gray, b lu e , p ink , o r  brown,

. according as th e  atmosphere changes from hour to hour, o r as the p o s it io n  

of th e  sun is  a lte red *
i
f *

> By day nan stands spellbound In  th a t  s o litu d e  where man him self

i s  an atom a t  the base o f one o f fea tu re 's  n o b le s t c rea tio n s}  by n ig h t 

he is  Insp ired  by th e  -m qjasty  o f the moon as i t  r i s e s  and mores w est­

ward in  a s ta te ly  ourre over th e  se r ra te d  peaks, which throw themselves 

up in to  the deep blue of the n ig h t as though to  jo in  the company o f 

th e  s ta rs*

Tbs passage of th s  Zhife Edge re q u ire s  a c o o l head and sure 

fo o tin g , and I  am n o t ashamed to  admit th a t  I  g lad ly  a v a iled  myself o f  

the f r ie n d ly  and reassu rin g  hand o f my companion, as I  c re p t g in g erly  

over the  rough p ile s  of loose and broken rook* On every hand were 

cou n tless  marks of th s  l ig h tn in g 'e  work, which looked l ik e  th s  s p a t t ­

e rin g  of lead  from b u l le ts  th a t  had' s tru c k  upon th e  s to n e  leav in g  a  

g ray ish  f ilm  surrounded by th s  sh a tte re d  rook* lig h tn in g  has bom­

barded th is  Mountain top fo r  ages, b u t kat&hdln, unoonquerod and u n a fra id , 

s t i l l  holds a lo f t  i t s  nobis head.

Standing on th s  summit of k a tah d in  one sees th e  L auren tian  

Mountains on th e  n o rth  bordering  the S t .  lawrenoe d iv e r ,  and th e  A tlan tic  

Ocean on the  south* At one 's f e e t  i s  a panorama of end less f o r e s t ,  o f  

g re a t  lakes th a t  melt away in to  the d is ta n t  h a s t ,  co u n tle ss  ponds and 

winding stream s with th e i r  w hite markings o f  f a l l s  and ra p id s , w hile the 

dark evergreen growth, here end there  o u tlin ed  by the l ig h te r  growth o f 

the  hardwoods, extends in  a l l  d ire c t io n s . The w ilderness o f  ttye fo r e s t  

seems endless*

The proposed park covers an a re a  o f  67,258 ao rta  and oooprises 

the  whols o f  Mount Katah&in, and Katahdin la k e , o f  I t s e l f  one of the  

most b e a u ti fu l  of a l l  Maine’ s lak es , and whleh abounds w ith  trou t*  Ths 

boundaries o f the park  can be extended l a t e r  i f  succeeding le g is la tu re s  

deem such ex tension  advisable* This p a rk  w i l l  prove a g re a t a t t r a c t io n ,  

ot only to  the  people of Maine shfe w i l l  frequen t l t ,  b u t a lso  to  those



h a u n t K a t a h lia

who eons froa without oar S tate to  enjoy tho f r • •  l i f e  o f tho out o f doors* 

Ihe park w ill  bring health  and recreation  to  th oss who Journo/ thoro, end 

tho w ild  lift*  o f tho woods w il l  fin d  refuge from th e ir  pursuers, fo r  tho 

park w ill ho uade a bird and game sanctuary fo r  the p rotection  o f i t s  

fo r e st inhabitants*

Maine is  famous fo r  I ts  2S00 a lio s  o f soaooast, w ith i t s  

eountloss isla n d s, fo r  i t s  myriad lakes and ponds* and for  i t s  fo r e sts  

and r iv e r s , but Mount g&tahdtn Park w ill  bo tho S ta te 's  crowning g lory , 

a worthy memorial to  ooamosurato the end o f tho f i r s t  and tho beginning 

o f the sooond oentury o f K oine's statehood*

-  i  -
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by the present Legislature, I framed, and the Legislature sub­
mitted to our Supreme Judicial Court, certain water power ques­
tions. The Court, in answering these questions, gave its 
opinion that the development by the State of storage reser­
voirs and basins and of the undeveloped water powers incident 
thereto would be a t variance with the existing provisions of 
our State constitution. The State constitution was adopted in 
the first instance by the people of the State, and consequently 
is subject to amendment by them. In view of the court’s opin­
ion, before actual development can be undertaken by the State, 
it is necessary for the Constitution to be amended. I  believe 
in the passage of such an amendment and urge upon you its 
serious consideration. During the period that such an  amend­
ment is before the people for deliberation and discussion, the 
W aterpower Commission should continue its work o f investi­
gation.

Maine should not fall back into its former state of indif­
ference to this vital question. Maine m ust advance. Private 
development should be encouraged and property righ ts must 
be respected. I t  need never be feared that the State of Maine 
will take property or rights from lawful owners w ithout re­
turning to them  lawful compensation therefor. The construc- 
tion of storage reservoirs and basins and the development of 
the undeveloped waterpowers incident thereto by the State, 
should, in my opinion, be begun under proper safeguards after 
present restrictions are removed. Maine needs the benefit of 
its waterpowers and the need becomes more pressing as years 
go by. My deep interest in this issue continues, but it must 
of necessity be in an executive, rather than in a legislative 
capacity.

MT. KATA HDIN PA R K

The forests of Maine, with our waterpowers, constitute the
great natural resources of the State. The waterpowers in 
their nature are perpetual, while the forests may be and have 
been, wantonly destroyed by wasteful management and by 
fire. A  century of statehood has passed, during which period 
the millions of forest acres once publicly owned have passed 
to  private hands. In  the heart of the wilderness of these woods 
stands Mt. Katahdin, the greatest monument of nature
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east of the Mississippi river. This mountain raises its 
head aloft, unafraid of the passing storm, and is typical of 
the rugged character of the people of Maine. The purchase 
of this mountain will constitute a fitting memorial to the past 
century and an inspiration to the new.

Unlike m ost projects th a t call for the expenditure of a con­
siderable sum of money, this park  will prove to be an asset 
to the State from which will be derived both direct and indi­
rect income. The establishm ent of some great institutions by 
the State creates fo r all time a burden on the public treasury 
but this park  will prove a safe investment in lands and timber, 
an investment which will increase in value with the passing 
years.

I  bring this project to your attention as one which our late 
governor endorsed w ithout reservation. In  his inaugural he 
says:

“By sound principles of public policy, reinforced by party  
pledge, we are committed to the establishment of a State park 
and forest reserve, to  the conservation of our forests, to a pro­
gram  of reforestation of cut-over and burned land, and to the 
development of waterpower resources within the State.”

The establishment of this park  will lay the foundation of 
a policy whereby the present generation will deliver a great 
inheritance to the generations to come.

W IL D  LAND VALU ES

In 1905, during my first Legislative session, an appro­
priation of $2500 was made for the purpose of cruising the 
wild lands of the State in order to ascertain their value for the 
purpose of taxation, and since then an increased appropriation 
has been made by succeeding Legislatures. This work has been 
conscientiously done under the supervision of the board of State 
assessors. Two hundred and sixty-three townships out of a 
total of about 441 already have been surveyed. I doubt if the 
State ever has made as wise an expenditure of the public money 
as this has proven to be. Since I9°5 the total amount of $90,000 
has been spent upon this work and the State already has 
received from  it in taxation, not including interest, the sum of 
$575»765*42. This shows a net tax  income from this item of 
$485*765.42. It is readily seen that an appropriation larger
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and also would not advise the construction of a new school- 
house costing $25,000 a t the State School for Boys.

The building of a  dormitory for women at the University 
of Maine, to cost $45,000, is not of vital importance and it is 
desirable that the University straighten out its financial affairs 
before additional buildings are erected there by the State.

By accepting these recommendations you will save on these 
special appropriations $540,000.

SALARIES
„_AThe question of increased salaries is for you to determine 

after due consideration. The salaries paid by the State of 
. Maine are modest, and those of certain State officials and heads 
' departments are not adequate for the services rendered. 

:‘g^pi^^successful administration of the State's affairs depends 
''"upon: the conscientious work of these faithful men, and 

v« 8^otate after training them in the public service can ill afford 
to lose them. Funds are not available for a general increase 
of salaries, but some attem pt to equalize them should be under­
take^ T he total annual amount required to  do this would 
not be large and I recommend this problem to you for your 
thoughtful discussion. As this question is pending before you 
and as its present status is somewhat involved, I have refrained 
from suggesting changes in the Budget items.

M O U N T K A T A H D IN  PA R K  
In my Inaugural Address of February 9th, I advocated the 

establishment of the M ount Katahdin State Park, and then 
a member of the Senate introduced a bill calling for an appro­
priation of $ 100,000 fo r that purpose. This park in my opinion 
wdl prove of inestimable benefit to the State o f Maine, it will 
Prove a wise investment and will be more than self-sustaining. 
The financial condition of the State at the present time, how- 
ever, will not warrant the expenditure of this sum of money, 
which, however, would mean an increase o f but 1-13 of a mill 
ln the State tax. I f  I ask you gentlemen to sacrifice some of 
the projects you consider of importance to the State I should 
^  prepared to do likewise. I propose a plan whereby at this 
Session you can establish the principal of this park without 
^creasing the Budget recommendations.

The Budget calls for an appropriation for cruising wild lands 
^dfich will immediately produce a substantial increase in the
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State’s revenue. One-half of this increased revenue can b< 
used for the purchase of park land and there will be no in­
crease in the rate of taxation. The Budget in another iterr. 
recommends that $25,000 be appropriated for “the purchase 
of land and for general forestry purposes.” A resolve similar 
to this has been passed by several preceding Legislatures but 
the money never has been used for the “purchase” of land as 
was originally contemplated. If one-half of this appropriation 
also is set aside for the Mount Katahdin Park no increase in 
the Budget need be made. I f  you adopt these two suggestions, 
sufficient funds will be forthcoming to establish the Park and 
this Legislature will always be remember for its farsighted ac­
tion. K atahdin P ark  will be for Maine what the Yosemite is 
for California.

A t the hearing on this bill before the Committee on State 
Lands and Forest Preservation it was suggested that one of 
the great timberland-owning paper companies might make a 
g ift to the State of a certain amount of land in Mt. Katahdin 
township. In  so fa r as I  have heard this suggestion was in­
definite, having been brought to my attention through the news­
paper accounts of the hearing. This paper company owns an 
undivided f  interest in Mt. Katahdin township, and if it should 
seriously consider giving a portion of this f  interest to the State 
such portions of the township as contain timber o r pulpwood 
would probably be reserved from the gift. Ik is to be regretted 
that this great company, which itself has been given rights of 
untold value in the water resources o f Maine, should oppose 
this park. I t  is generally understood that this opposition does 
not come from  a desire on the part of this company to s&ve 
the State of M aine from  the expense of a park, but that it seeks 
to prevent the State from exercising its sovereign right of emi­
nent domain. The legislative agents of this company have 
decreed that this Legislature shall not establish a park, for to 
do so the State must use its power to take land for public pur­
poses. I t  should be remembered, however, that the very com­
pany which opposes this bill has repeatedly been given rights 
of eminent domain by the State, which rights have been exer­
cised by that company for private gain and not for public uses, 
and it is unfortunate that an attempt to dominate the Maine 
Legislature should be made by the representatives of this power­
ful corporation. I often have thought that perhaps these leg-
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Istetive agents do not always represent to their principals the 
true " situation on this and similar public matters. I respect 
those individuals who honestly believe it inexpedient that this 
park be established at the present time, but the people of the 
State resent the attempt which the Great Northern Paper Co. 
is making to prevent the State’s exercising the right of eminent 
domain, especially in view of the fact that that company, to its 
own great profit, has been freely given this right by the State.

The Budget has divided the coming period of two and one- 
half years into one of six months, and two periods of one year 
each. I believe it will be more convenient if the two and one- 
half years are divided into two periods, the first for eighteen 
months and the second for twelve months, and the summary 
of iucome and expenses submitted herewith are in this form.

departments of State except that of the A djutant Gen­
eral, and State Land Agent and Forest Commissioner are under 
the supervision of the Governor and Council, and their ac­
counts pass through the A uditor’s Office. In  my opinion it 
would be for the interest of the State if these departments 
were brought in line w ith the others.

In  looking oyer the appropriations and actual expenses of 
the various State departments for the years 1919 and 1920 it 
appears that overdrafts were made amounting to $ 1 ,517 ,927.82, 
and the Governor and Council were called upon to make pro­
vision to meet these overdrafts out of the Contingent Fund. 
Shortly after assuming the office of Chief Executive I invited 
the heads of departments to a conference and impressed upon 
them the fact that the Legislature, not the Governor and Coum 
cil, was the appropriating body, and I explained that hereafter 
each department must plan to live within the income provided 
for it by the Legislature. The Governor and Council cannot 
assume the responsibility of enlarging legislative appropriations 
and the Contingent Fund should be drawn upon in case of real 
emergency only.

The amount of cash on hand M arch 1st in the State Treas­
ury was $3,937,223.26. This money is deposited in the various 
banks and trust companies of the State and the State receives 
interest on its daily balances.

I f  the affairs of this State are conducted upon the some­
what reduced appropriations of the accompanying schedule 
the estimated income to the .State, less these appropriations,
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I have 96H  tore today to  disease w ito you osrtala. protleto*

I sa  glad th a t * e hare problems in  the State o f Madne f* r  i f  we tod to.H4 

problems as should soon Veooae •  very s o ft and easy fads# p«epl*. With 

a s ta te , ju st to with as in d iv id u al, i f  we hare problems and vexatious c 

questions to  decide we fade th en  tod decide them, and hy doing as heetos. 

h atter able to  earry to  the work of l if e *  f t  i s  net to  he regretted

th a t  th e re  are se r io u s  problems in  the S ta te  to  Maine h a t a l l  ve to Te th  . 

do i s  to oooparate and faos then squ are ly , and are w ill  a l l  he b e t te r  f o r .

haring done so* ' Most o f the troubles th a t  ooae about in:: tb i#^  

arias from Jealousy and misunderstanding and these a a a tis g n v lll  

ersr  these jea lou sies and misunderstandings to  a  very great, sztentq^ 

want bo h elp  in  W ot?  way to s t  I  ton* l  want te  help bring the

emt groups to  the  t t a i e  to g e to e r, to  t t o t  a f t e r  sstong to g e tto r  jttsy 

hare  ju a t oto th in g  in  mind, toft th a t  to  tom ad ttaeem en tto

In te re s ts  o f our S ta te  o f Mains* ■" '■ • 1  ■ ?■ . :

*** r’t  I t o T t i  ta lts the  pesp in  e f  m aim  JLto*.my sa n f l4 to « ^  . ^ t ^  

them what tim ers i n  h i t o j ‘ d it to s *  <f*detisns eqnarely and tto fftc  f i l l  t*

them} p resen t the fa c ts  as I  toe to e s , and than  l e t  the people of the 

S ta te  deolde what la  to he done. I  helicTe a  governor, i f  he ham

o o n rlo tien s , i f  ha has ideas ho b e lle ro s  a rc  fo r  the heat in te re s ts  *£

th e  S te te , should t s l l  ths paepls of the 8 ta t  a about them. While l

am Cavernor, th is  year and t e x t ,  I  am going to  demote my Urns to going 

over the S tate  and staying r ig h t  in  toe S ta te  to  Maine, meeting the 

people of the S tate  ta lk in g  th ings o re r  w ith them, and then learning the 

questions fo r  to e i r  deoision . I  s h e l l  no t he eontent to  remain in

my comfortable of flo e  in the S ta te  C apitol end *0 Just the routine work 

to  the  S ta te , W # t  to' going t o t  whenever I  earn to  meet -tot.m to.ato «*»»* 

of otor S ta te , and th e n  my work w ill  hare been done*
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the S tate  constructs  storage re se rv o irs , which i s  aB f a r  as X believe  i t  

ought to  go a t  the  p resen t tim e, i t  w ill help every w ater power owner 

on the r iv e rs  of the State* These wathr power owners cannot a ffo rd

te  b u lls  these dams themselves, on account o f the  divided ownership of 

the Water powers, but the S ta te  can s te p  la  and b u ild , the dams, s e l l  the 

water to  the power owners a t a f a i r  p r ic e , and thus encourage the® te  

bring in d u s trie s  in to  Maine*

- • , V. .... : fO M STS. . .

Mains ia p r im a r l ly  a  fjprest S ta te . ffe haye g rea t areas o f ,

fo re s t land , end X have always been in te re s ted  in  the fo re s try  problem.

I  want the S ta te  o f Maine to  begin to buy up waste and burned ever tim - 

berland to  be used fo r  re fo re s ta tio n , eo th a t  in  the years to  come we 
may have fo re s t  resources th a t w ill'p ro v id e  suoh fo re s t product* as are 

required by our S tate*  1 have advocated th is  now fo r  three sessio n s,

but lik e  many good p ro je c ts  i t  takes a lo n g  time to get them through.

We should ad o p t'a  S ta te  p o licy  th a t w ill u ltim ate ly  regain  waste lands

ia 'e v i ry  p a r t of thiT S ta te , and t in s  begin re fo re s tin g  in  a p ra c tic a l

way, to  the end W at in 'g en e ra tio n s  W  borne, the people in  the S ta te

r M i - ' . ? . .  „ P* *-

be proud. ' "She people of Maine onoe owned ever 9,000,000 acres of
• . #  yjr, I h ; .  $£ Vs - » , . - , »- • V'i \  % , •- ■ v  si f

timber!and. The S ta te  now owns 400,500 &ores and th is  i s  so out up

an d 'd is trib u ted  in  small p a rce ls  th a t i t  represen ts comparatively m a l l  

areas in  various p a r ts  of the S ta te . Sriup these areas together and 

they ben be used as a nuoleus fo r  the purposes"! have outlined* I f

we had a S ta te  fore; t  domain i t  could be so managed th a t the S tate  could 

derive a splendid revenue from i t .  . I  have seen i t  s ta ted  in  one of 

the la rge  d a ily  pepers th a t  i t  takes f if ty - fo u r  acres of timberland to  

provide enough paper fo r  one ed itio n  of Chicago*s great newspapers.

That Seems q u ite  a la rge  aoreage fo r one e d itio n , but there are many 

persons #ho a r b in te r e s te d  in  the paper business who can t e l l  you whe- 

th e f  br U6t th a t  papef exaggerated the statenant*

A year ago i t  was my p riv ileg e  to  ollmb Mount Kut&hdin and X 

sh a ll  never fo rg e t ray sensation  when I viewed the tremendous expanse of 

lakes and fo re s ts  which form erly were the property of the people of Mains ^



As I  stood th e re , below me there  seemed to  be enough timber to  supply 

the needs of a l l  Hew England fo r  centuples to coma, but when 1 was 

to ld  th a t  timber experts had estim ated th, t  Maine's supply would l a s t  

but. twenty or th i r ty  y e a rs , and th a t from 1&Q,QOO to  EGO,COO aoreew ere  

s tripped  and denuded eaoh y ear, I  re a liz e d  th a t the days, of M aine's 

fo re s ts  were numbered un less something was done to  cheek th is  dectruo- 

t io n  and to  rep len ish  the supply* This isev idenoe  of the immediate

need of tak ing  such steps as w i l l  t ^ e  oare of put future, Reeds, and 

keep M aine's fo re s ts  what they should be*. Some day Iwant the S ta te  

of Maine to own Mount K&tahdin. . > I t  i s  one o f  n a tu re 's  wonder sp o ts .

vi

One o f the r e a l ly  g rea tp rob lem s of the S tate  of Maine is  th a t of

i t s  fem e* When I  took up the  census and B&w th t t  there were 11,778 

fewer farms being operated in  Maine in  1920, then in  1910, I  was amazed* 

This means th a t approximately 100 fam e  a month were abandoned lh  the 

S ta te  fo r  s  period  extending ev er ten  y e a rs . What can we do to

reowdy’̂ tU s-O BhU tijait what e te p s o a a  be token to reclaim  and repeepia

lands a re yefiiikpB t£6 ijaestion of tax a tio n

aid the f tf tn e f i s

negleotedT

dhduld p lan  to  

'th4*JjS|o^fflerft ̂ d 'o ff^ en fe iio ea  th a t ‘are so

s a s^ L ly ^ ^ n d fie d ^  i»w>Wdd''we3SwS'’'fni d«nrrj t a f ^ r ' ;oesters* ‘ ' fh ls  oen 

only be ;dene by making aooeeeib le  f  b  bh’dtt 'the  uBO of modern inven tions.

and our w ater power, i f  developed, w ill p lace  them In  a p o s itio n  to

take advantage o f e le e t r io l ty  i»  th e i r  farm work thus elim inating the 

drudgery and long hours now necessary  td  the farm er's success, I

believe th a t the  question of e le o t r ie i ty  w ill  have a very important 

bearing upon the question of farm l i f e  m  Maine* I  own a farm ju s t  

out p f the C ity  o f Portland* - I  have liv ed  on i t  in  the summer fo r  

thiftgyHkhrts years and f o r  twenty-seven years stumbled around in  the 

dar$,-vusiaag old-fashioned lamps, both morning and n igh t. I liv ed  in  

a house, w ithou t modern conveniences and without enjoying any of those 
appliance* which elim inate  drudgery said which i t  i s  now possib le  fo r 
th e  farmer tp  enjoy. S ines e le o t r ie i ty  dame, l i f e  le  d iffe ren t*

Today on the modem farm, made modem by the use of e le o tr ie i ty , would
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Mr. Chairman, and Members of the Maine Forestry Asso 
ciation:

It gives me pleasure to welcome you here today, and I 
am glad to know that the Maine Forestry Association is 
again to take up its activities th a t were interrupted by the 
late war. I congratulate those of you who arranged this 
successful meeting, and predict that your association will 
do much for the forestry interests of our State. Maine 

-•primarily is a forest state, and it is fitting that this Asso­
ciation be revived so that it may take a leading part in 

p ro m o tin g  the State’s welfare.

i THE TREE
lie growth and harvesting of our forest products has 

fays been a subject that especially appealed to me. In 
fipy opinion the tree is the most beautiful object of nature, 
and although some people would give this distinction to 

; the river, Mountain, lake or waterfall, the tree always has 
?l^en my preference both from a sentimental and practical 
,;$i|wpoint. to  me it outranks all of nature’s creations.
. Whether it be the tree standing alone in graceful outline, 
offering shade to man or beast and a place of abode for 
the birds of the air, or the grove or forest teeming with 
wild life, I maintain that the trees of Maine are its proud­
est possessions. Trees clothe the barren earth and make 
it fruitful and habitable for man and beast. With Joyce 
Kilmer:

“I think that I shall never see 
A poem lovely as a tree;

A tree whose hungry mouth is prest 
Against the earths sweet flowing breast; 

A tree that looks at God all day,
And lifts her leafy arms to pray;

Iff:' A tree that may in summer wear
| \iv2 '  A nest of robins in her hair;
{ £ Upon whose bosom snow has lain;
L.;:’ . Who intimately lives with rain.
rSlI Poems are made by fools like me,
rip-'. But only God can make a tree.”
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From a practical point of view the tree is indispensable 
to modern life. The products of our forests are used daily 
by all citizens who seldom appreciate the great extent 
to which these products enter into the life of the home, 
and into the prosperity of the industrial and commercial 
interests of the nation. Although I never have had any 
financial interest in timberlands, or in the products there­
from, I fully realize how important it is for the State of 
Maine to have a continuing and dependable supply of tim­
ber. In so fa r as I am able I desire to contribute towards 
the establishment of a State forestry program tha t will 
assure to future generations an adequate supply of forest 
products.

MAINE’S FORESTS
This Association is composed both of timberland owners 

and of those having no ownership in timberlands. Its mem­
bership is open to anyone who loves the trees of Maine, for 
second perhaps to its water powers, trees are Maine’s great­
est natural resource. We Maine people have not appreci­
ated what our forests mean to us, and too often have taken 
them as a m atter of course. Trees abound on every hand; 
when cut down nature gives us others, and our supply seems 
almost inexhaustible. Visit the fa r West where the great 
American desert stretches north and south the entire length 1 
of this country between the prairies of the western states 
and the mountains of the Pacific Coast; visit China or other 
farraway countries where trees are almost unknown, and v 
you then will realize how favored is the State of Maine. |J§

A few months ago I  stood spellbound upon the top of 3 
Mount Katahdin, and looked across the great forest areas 
of northeastern Maine. Hundreds of thousands of acres 
of the finest timberland in the world lay at my feet, and 
the black growth of the evergreens, patched with the lighter 
growth of hard woods, stretched forth in every direction. 
Here and there the bright waters of the rivers threaded ,„  
their way through the woods on their long journey to the 
sea, and the foam of the waterfalls and rapids, catching the 
rays of the sun, spanned these waters with glistening bands.
I was in the heart of Maine, on the highest peak of land
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within the State. Standing there all alone I was carried 
away by the prospect before me. To me Maine seemed to 
be nothing but forests. The memory of the busy cities and 
towns faded from my mind. I forgot about our great in­
dustries, our farms and our seashore resorts; for Maine 
was a State of the Woods. I felt a certain fellowship with 
the wild life about me, and when my companions called me 
to return to camp I took a final survey of the panorama, 
and impressed it indelibly upon my mind.

THE TOWNS IN THE WOODS
_ The people of Maine who are not timberland owners are 
, K as vitally interested in timberlands and their products as

■
 the owners of these lands, for timber is the only raw 
terial found within the State, and the future prosperity 
l stability of many of our communities and our indus- 
; tries depend upon our having a dependable supply of it. 

Cities and towns have sprung up in the wilderness because 
forceful, far-seeing men have had the courage to invest 

:: their money jn pulp, paper and lumber mills. Places tha t 
today would fee uninhabited, had it not been for the splen­
did developments of the last generation, are now cheerful, 
prosperous towns and villages in which men and women 
build their homes and bring up their families. The mills 
bring the operatives; then come the traders, storekeepers, 
professional men, teachers and all the other groups tha t 
go to make up our towns and cities. Railroad lines are 
necessary to take away the manufactured products, and 
today the railroads of Maine depend upon forest products 

“ more than upon anything else that is produced or manu­
factured within the State. Cut off Maine’s supply of wood, 
and our railroads could not meet their running expenses.

COOPERATION NEEDED
Every citizen of Maine should have an intelligent under­

standing of our forestry problem and should be willing to 
cooperate with the owners of the timberlands so tha t 
Maine’s business future may be assured. In the past there 
have been unfortunate misunderstandings and jealousies. 
The people of eastern Maine sometimes have felt that those
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of the western and southern portions of the State have 
wanted to tax the timberland owners out of existence; while 
western and southern Maine people have looked with mis­
givings upon the dominance of the east in legislative mat­
ters. There has been altogether too much pulling and haul­
ing, too much distrust among those who, from common 
self-interest, ought to work together. Those days are rap­
idly passing, perhaps have already passed, and I feel that 
the people of Maine today are more united than ever before. 
In my own legislative experience I have witnessed a marked 
lessening of sectional antagonisms.

The rights of property and of legitimate ownership at all 
times must be respected. This is fundamental, and always 
must be the basis of any cooperation between the citizens 
a t large and the land owners. The timberland owners must 
be convinced that there is no ulterior motive in the co­
operation tha t is offered them. The people of Maine do 
not seek to wrong those whose property is invested in tim- 
berlands. There are, however, public-spirited citizens who 
have the State’s future a t heart, who stand ready to defend 
the right of private property, and who favor legislation 
that will help and encourage the land owners properly to 
control and harvest their crops.

There is no fear of Maine’s losing its growth of trees, 
for, except in rare instances where fires destroy the thin 
soil covering the rocky base, a new growth soon appears 
after a cutting or a fire. This growth, however, may be 
of little value; and even though valuable, unless proper care 
is given it, a long period of years may be lost, and a loss 
of time is a loss of money. Reforestation perhaps is not 
the best word to use, for Maine forests to a certain extent 
reforest themselves. Scientific control and management of 
forests from the moment the tree starts as a seedling until 
its harvest, is what we need in Maine.

MODERN FORESTRY
Some of the large companies have adopted modern for­

estry methods and thus are making a definite contribution 
to the State’s future. Companies of large means and with 
broad-minded men in charge, like the Great Northern Paper
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Company, the American Thread' Co., the Brown Company 
and others, have experts of high standing who plan for 
years ahead, and who are not carried away by the desire 
for immediate profit. Some companies are systematically 
planting young trees as an experiment. All this work is 
excellent. The smaller land owners, however, cannot afford 
the expensive organizations that are required for this 
scientific work, and tha t is where the State Forestry De­
partment will be of real assistance to them. I believe it 
would be wise to broaden the scope of our forestry laws 
by giving more encouragement to tree planting, both within 
and without our Forestry District. The planting of a 
thousand acres of trees involves a heavy expenditure for 
labor and material, while taxes and interest charges for 
a; period of from twenty to forty years make the expense 
<%this good work almost prohibitive. The State may well 
ix&ke concessions where planting is carried on system­
atically and according to the best forestry methods.

I  have seen the forestry of Japan where the steep, rough 
slopes of the mountain sides are planted with the studied 
regularity of a checkerboard, and where every seedling or 
young tree is carried up the mountain on the backs of men 
who must struggle hard to obtain a foothold. Trees in 
Japan are as much a crop as is the rice of their country and 
they are planted, cared for and harvested with the same 
precision tha t is given the raising of their great staple. 
I have seen the forests in the Ural Mountains on the borders 
of Europe and Asia marked off into rectangular areas with 
broad fire stops between them looking like great avenues 
that extended for miles into the wilderness beyond. Other 
countries have been forced to adopt modern forestry meth- 
>ds, while we in Maine have neglected to husband the 
■esources tha t nature has so prodigally bestowed upon us.

THE LOBBY
I have spoken of the misunderstandings of the past. In 

iy opinion these to a considerable extent have been caused 
y a certain type of man who is employed as a professional 
bbyist. These lobbyists of the old school, and there are 
ill a few left us, get their living by unearthing what they
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often imagine to be plots against them, and by engineering 
counterplots. Often I have thought tha t such men have 
deliberately stirred up trouble in order to justify their be­
ing employed to look after it. These men cause confusion, 
and are distrusted by the members of the legislature. They 
thrive on legislative warfare. I believe the time is not 
fa r distant when such lobbyists will be no more. They 
become arrogant and boastful and often pool their interests 
for offensive and defensive purposes. When this is done 
legislative questions seldom are decided upon their merits.
I believe if the business men who employ lobbyists of this 
type could see them at work, or if perhaps these business 
men could serve a term or two as members of the legis­
lature, some of our leading lobbyists would soon find them­
selves without employment. I have faith in the public 
spirit and honest purpose of the big men who own the large 
business enterprises of Maine, but these men often have 
been deceived by the lobbyists employed by them. If the 
Governor of the State and the members of the legislature 
could see and talk with the actual owners of eur large in­
dustries, there would be but few misunderstandings or even 
differences of opinion. Legislators do not wish to injure 
business, and they always will listen to the advice and coun­
sel of the business men who come before them. Legisla­
tors, as well as others, realize that the prosperity of the 
State’s affairs depends upon the prosperity of its business 
and fanning interests. 3 .♦jj.

There are some lobbyists who represent large in te rests^  
who have been in attendance upon legislative sessions ever® 
since I have been connected with the State Government*? 
and who are entitled to the respect of our legislators.,! 
I have in mind several such men whose opinions on forestry 
and on other large questions I often have sought, and iff”  
whom I have confidence. These men appear before com­
mittees and present their arguments; they collect valuable 
information for the legislature and attend strictly to their 
own affairs. They are a valuable addition to legislative 
gatherings, and I should not want to see them leave legis­
lative halls. These men are lobbyists of the new school, 
and I wish that all those who feel the need of bringing
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j '/ fa c ts  to the attention of the legislature would employ men 
■'•";”of this character.
te- If the large interests of Maine would follow the example 

of one of the leading public utility companies of the State 
there soon would be an end to the wrong kind of lobbying. 
The company I refer to is controlled by far-sighted, broad­
minded men. When these men came into power they abol- 

------ ished the old-time lobby that had been maintained for a
- generation, and openly stated that whenever measures in 

- which they were interested were to come before commit- 
tees, their representatives would take the morning train 

rrr^for Augusta, would appear before the committees and re- 
. turn home after the hearing. Notwithstanding the fact that 

, . this company was severely attacked in the locality it served,

■
tly after the new management took control, and not- 
Standing the temptation offered it to revert to its old- 
methods in defense of its rights, the management of 

H jP b company adhered strictly to the principle it had adopted.
. The storm passed, and the company now has the confidence 

’ of the community it serves. I refer to the ‘company oper- 
i|&tlng in Portland and vicinity.
O.-'V"' v

UNIVERSITY OF MAINE
The University of Maine has done excellent work in its 

. Forestry School. Young men who have taken the forestry 
courses have been thoroughly equipped and the work of 
the school has grown with each year. Forestry schools are 
of comparatively recent growth, just as is the science of 

r modem forestry, but the school at the University is firmly 
established and its work justifies the money spent upon it. 
Bates College also has a Forestry Department tha t is de­
veloping rapidly. Our State with two schools well equipped 
for this work is doing much toward solving forestry prob- 
lems.

----- FIRES AND FIRE CONTROL
Of all branches of forestry work the control of fires is 

; the most vital. The spectre of fire haunts the timberland 
■, owner for several months each year. The growth and hopes 

Of half a century often have been destroyed in a day. Insur- 
smce is either impossible to obtain, or prohibitive in cost,
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and all the owner can do is to hope that fate will be kind 
in furnishing plenty of moisture. Our fire control is well 
managed, its activities are Statewide and its look-out sta­
tions cover the principal forest areas both within and with­
out the forestry district. The year 1921 has been dis­
astrous, for fires have raged more fiercely than at any period 
since 1903. I t may be advisable to give the Governor addi­
tional power so that he may prohibit the taking of fire arms 
into the woods and may restrict the building of fires at all 
seasons of the year. This matter should be presented to 
the next legislature. The new Slash Law is being worked 
out by the Forestry Department and will accomplish im­
mediate results.

There are serious problems now confronting the Governor 
and Council in connection with payment for services ren­
dered, and for money advanced to put out the forest fires 
of 1921. Certain timberland owners have advanced more 
than $105,000 to pay these fire bills, while the taxes assessed 
upon the forestry district are insufficient by this amount 
to pay these accounts. There has been some question as 
to how the State should meet this situation. A former ;5 
Attorney General has ruled that the Forestry District is 
not a component part of the State Government, and there 
is some doubt as to whether money in the Contingent Fund . 
legally may be used to make these payments. The Gov­
ernor and Council, however, are not inclined to hold 
technicalities, for a real emergency confronts the Staf|§|f 
and at our meeting on January 3d, 1922, voted to loan 
the Forestry District sufficient money to pay 50% of these/f 
claims, with the understanding that the money is to bfci 
repaid to the Contingent Fund from the 1922 Forestry^, 
District taxes. If the year 1922 should have a bad firiT; 
record the situation then will have to be approached from 
a different angle. Later on in the year the Council hopes 
to be able to make provision to care for the remaining 
50% if cash is available in the State Treasury. Above all 
else it is for the interest of the whole State to have it un­
derstood that prompt payment is to be made for work done 
in extinguishing fires, and the Governor and Council wish 
to cooperate in every way with the timberland owners.
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STATE CONTINGENT FUND 
• I have spoken of the State Contingent Fund, the most 

talked of fund in Maine. Everybody who is familiar with 
- State finances or with State departments or institutions 

knows of the existence of this Fund. As a legislator I knew 
something of it for the four years from 1917 to 1920 in­
clusive, but as Governor for the past year I have become 
intimately acquainted with it. I  believe the possibilities 
in this fund constitute a menace to sound finance. As you 
know, this fund is made up of balances of unexpended 

^appropriations that lapse into it, and small and large sums 
"oFmoney are transferred to this fund when the books are 
: closed at the end of the year. Also, whatever actual in-

I
e there is over and above current expenses is credited 
his fund. 1 A mystery always has surrounded the Con­
fect Fund, and I desire to dispel tha t mystery. There 
lb be no skeletons in the State closet while I am Gov­

ernor. I want the people of Maine to understand just what 
^involved by the existence of this fund.
.'>;The basis of our government is representation, and the 

s^jpslature that directly represents the people is responsible 
foi* the money that is raised and expended. In a representa­
tive government the responsibility of the legislature must 
be emphasized constantly, and when this responsibility is 
lacking the Government is likely to revert to a bureaucracy. 
I: firmly believe tha t the legislature tha t levies the taxes 
and makes the appropriations should decide how these 
appropriations should be expended and how much should be 
expended. Any other system strikes a t the root of popular 
government, and is fraught with danger. I want the people 

r Of the State to realize the situation before it is too late, and 
8o I now take them into my confidence.

The State Contingent Fund, according to an estimate 
given me by the State Auditor, now amounts to one million 
dollars and even may be considerably more than that. The 

-:;<̂ ac t figures will be determined when the State’s books 
are closed. This large sum of money is subject to appro- 

f Priation by the Governor and Council, who now have power 
similar to that of a legislature. It is true that the law 

.Provides that this money only can be used when the legis-
11



lature makes an insufficient appropriation for a given pur­
pose, or when an “emergency” exists, but the Governor and 
Council's decision as to what constitutes an emergency is 
conclusive. Almost anything can be construed as an emer­
gency if the Governor and Council wish it so. The build­
ing of a new road, the employment of additional assistants 
in the departments or institutions, the payment of over­
drafts for printing, traveling and charity work all have 
been called “emergencies.” The door is wide open for the 
Governor and Council to do anything they see fit, and after 
the act is accomplished there is no appeal.

Of course it gives a Chief Executive a feeling of security 
and of power to have this large sum of money to draw upon, 
for he realizes that if anything happens he has ample funds 
a t his command. I, however, do not want to hold this power 
a t the expense of true popular government. K you could 
sit in my office and listen to the daily appeals for money 
from this fund you would appreciate the dangers of the 
situation. Not a day passes without such a request being 
made. We never have a Council meeting without many 
requests coming to us to take money from the State Con­
tingent Fund. I t  is easy to say “yes” whten friends ask 
for money for this or tha t cause, while it* iŝ  not pleasant, 
nor does it make friends to say “no.” The nian or woman 
to whom you say “No,” remembers it much longer than 
the man or woman to whom you say “Yes.”. ,

The Fund law doubtless was passed with the best of ih-j^ 
tentions but in my opinion should be amended at the 
opportunity. I t now creates a constant source of tempta-?; 
tion, trouble and unrest. Drafts as large as $180,000 have r 
been made upon this fund for a single purpose during the_ 
recess of a legislature, and there is hardly a department or ~ 
institution of the State tha t has not called upon, it for assist­
ance. I am of the opinion that apart from the Contingent 
Fund problem, it would make for sounder finance if all large 
expenditures of money, such as the building of a State 
Garage, were first sanctioned by the legislature, even though 
a department has the legal right to make such an ex­
penditure without direct legislative authority. Of course 
the legislature might have approved these expenditures
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had they been brought to its attention, but I believe that 
notwithstanding this, it is not the function of the Governor 
and Council to appropriate money for purposes for which the 
legislature actually did not provide. I do not hesitate to say 
that a designing Governor, with a pliant or indifferent Coun­
cil, has the power to use this fund to build up a personal 
political machine that it would be hard to overturn. By 
yielding to one appeal or another, by adding to the list of 
employees of the State under the guise of extending the 
State’s work, by catering to this or that section of the State, 
or  to this or tha t group or cause, or by being generous with 
the people’s money, any skilful Governor can play fast and 

- loose with this fund of more than & million dollars and it 
^would be difficult, in fact impossible, to expose his schemes, 

■ifhis situation must end.
my opinion the old system was the best and the safest. 

" ftiis  often proves to be the case. For 95 years the State 
had no such Contingent Fund Law, Where the legislature 
provides that i a certain amount shall be spent in a given 
department, let the head of tha t department lay out his 
work as the legislature directs. Let the State’s garments 
be cut to fit the cloth. The Constitution and Statutes of 
the State are very definite in regard to State officials over­
drawing their accounts. The Constitution of Maine, Art. 
V, Part 4, Sec. 4, provides, “No money shall be drawn 
from the Treasury, but by warrant from the Governor 
and Council and in consequence of appropriations made by 
Law;” * * * * *

The Revised Statutes, Chap. 2 , Secs. 100  and 103, provide:
Sec. 10 0 . “Money appropriated for the various branches 

of expenditure in the public service, shall be applied solely 
to the object for which the appropriation is made.”

Sec. 103. “No agent or officer of the state, or of any 
department thereof, whose duty it is to expend money under 
an appropriation by the legislature, shall contract any bill 
or incur any obligation on behalf of the state in excess of 
the'appropriation, and whoever exceeds in his expenditure 
ment.” * * * * The State Contingent Fund Law, however,
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destroys the effect of these stringent provisions and today 
they are of little or no value as safeguards of the State’s 
Treasury. It would have a wholesome effect upon the 
State’s finances if these provisions of our Constitution and 
Statutes were adhered to.

It may be said, however, that some real emergency un­
foreseen by the legislature may arise. In such an event, 
if the legislature is in session, the State Constitution gives 
it the power to borrow $800,000. There is a safety valve 
in this provision, for when money is borrowed by the State 
it must be done openly, and the purpose for which the loan 
is made must be disclosed. The citizens of Maine are al­
ways interested when the State makes a loan, and they 
hold public officials to strict accountability for the same. 
It might be desirable to give the Governor and Council a 
small contingent fund, not exceeding $300,000, to use in 
case emergencies arise during the legislative recess, and 
if such a fund is created a detailed account of all money 
taken from it should be submitted to the legislature so that 
everyone would know what the Governor and Council had 
done. Another plan would be to give the Governor and 
Council power to borrow up to $300,000 in case emergencies 
arise during the legislative recess, and the publicity inci­
dent to such a borrowing would make it reasonably certain 
that everyone would know for what purposes the money 
was used. Today imaginary and fictitious emergencies can 
be handled by harmless looking Council Orders, fa ir on their 
face but unsound a t heart. Whatever appropriations lapse 
into the State Treasury should be used to pay off the State 
debt by retiring bonds, or for some other equally good pur­
pose as the legislature may provide.

In addition to the financial side of this important ques­
tion there is grave doubt as to the constitutionality of the 
appropriations made by the Governor and Council from the 
present contingent fund.
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DEFICIENCY BILLS
In previous years if a department overdrew its appro­

priation the matter was referred to the next legislature 
and a deficiency bill was introduced. If this is done the 
182 members of the legislature are very likely to examine 
these bills and pick out any flaws in them. This scrutiny 
exercises a wholesome effect on overdrafts. The present 
administration is faced by several large overdrafts for what 
properly may be considered real emergencies. As an ex­
ample the Livestock Sanitary or cattle testing work will 
call for not less than a $75,000 overdraft, the forest fire situ­
ation requires $105,000, and the State Board of Charities 
and Corrections will doubtless be given a large sum to take 
care of the State’s dependent and neglected children and 
to provide pensions for those mothers who are now entitled 
to them under the State law, and for whom adequate pro­
vision was not made by the legislature. All this work is 
excellent and the Governor and Council will draw upon the 
Contingent Fund to carry it on, but hereafter the legis­
lature should control and plan for it ju st as any good busi­
ness house would do. I believe tha t if the State Contingent 
Fund law is amended the legislature will then definitely 
order how much money is to be appropriated and spent for 
the work for the several departments and institutions of 
the State.

Whatever money is left in the State Contingent Fund at 
he close of the year will be subject to legislative action, 
tnd it might well be used toward paying off the State debt 
>r for some other equally good purpose. The Governor and 
Council must continue under the present system until the 
^gislature takes action, but meanwhile drafts upon the 
Contingent Fund will not be made unless actual emer- 
eneies, such as are mentioned in the preceding paragraph, 
xist. Much depends upon the budget presented to and 
dopted by the legislature. If this is arranged so that the 
tate's requirements are adequately provided for, the num- 
er of real emergency overdrafts in the future ought to be 
educed to a minimum. I want to emphasize the point, 
owever, that in my opinion our State departments and
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institutions are making' commendable efforts to live within 
their legislative appropriations and are cooperating with 
the Chief Executive in his endeavors to conduct the State’s 
business on a sound basis.

KATAHDIN
For five years I have advocated the establishment of a 

State Park in the Mount Katahdin region. Such a park 
in my opinion will prove of great benefit to the State. It 
will attract tourists from all over the country and from 
Canada, will provide a recreation center for our own people 
and will enable the State itself to conduct scientific experi­
ments in forestry. Such a park also will serve as a suitable - 
Centennial Memorial for which future generations will bless 
us. The 1920 platform of the Republican party gave its 
pledge to the people of Maine that a beginning would be 
made in State park work. The contest waxed hot during the 
last legislature, the old time lobbyists herein referred to 
became active, and nothing constructive was accomplished. 
The smoke of the battle now has cleared away, feelings have 
cooled doiwn, and saner councils are likely to prevail in the 
future. I believe that a beginning soon will be made upon 
Katahdin park. . : :

The timberland owners have nothing to fear from this 
project for not over two townships, or at the most from 
45,000 to 50,000 acres, will be required. The value of tji;a ̂  
land will be determined in the usual way and the owneiS# 
will be paid every dollar tha t the land is worth. The S ta ttfc  
of Maine will never confiscate anybody’s property. A t thee / 
last session of the legislature when I realized the condition '  
of the State’s finances I voluntarily took out of the Katah-_ 
din Bill the clause calling for an appropriation, for I would 
have been satisfied to have had the principle of the park 
plan established even without any appropriation. Notwith­
standing my sacrifice the bill was defeated. A game pre­
serve has been established in the Katahdin region by the 
Commissioner of Inland Fish and Game. This is helpful, 
but does not meet the real issue. Katahdin to be developed 
as a resort, should be owned by the State and developments 
there should be made by the State. Proper access to the
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park must be provided, camps and small hotels will be built 
a t  the most beautiful locations upon land leased to the build­
ers by the State, and everything must be done to advertise 
the great natural attractions of tha t region. When this is 
done the burden of building the roads should not be placed 
upon the land owners, but should be borne by the State, for 
the owners of the land through which these roads pass 
probably would not be benefited to any extent, even if a t 
all, by reason of the park developments. Whatever is done, 
the rights of the land owners are to be considered and undue 
burdens must not be placed upon them. I believe tha t a 
modest beginning should be made and am hopeful of the 

"future.

■Jv TAXES
 ̂ The present State administration has taken a step for­

w ard  in the  reduction of taxes and doubtless this is appre­
c iated  by the land owners as well as by other property 
owners in the State. I  realize that excessive taxation de­
stroys private initiative, and that the business conditions 
of the State soon would become deplorable if the individual 
should lose alh stimulus to greater efforts. The man who 
makes a profit by reason of his own work and foresight is 
entitled to retain it.

I  believe tha t every citizen of our State is proud of the 
fact that we are a forest State and I want our citizens to 
realize tha t the future prosperity of the State is closely 
interwoven with our forest problem. I want the people 
of Portland and Biddeford to take as active an interest in 
forestry as do those of Bangor and Houlton. I want them 
all to realize that there is no dividing line between the tim- 
berland owner and the farmer, or between the timberland 
owner and the merchant. The timberland owner is entitled 
to reap the reward of his efforts, just as much as is the 
farmer, the banker or merchant. The great forest counties 
are the pride of the State, and I never realized this quite 
as vividly as I  did during my recent trip the length and 
breadth of Aroostook and Northern Penobscot counties. As 
Governor of this State and in administering its affairs I 
recognize no county lines. To me the map of Maine is a
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map of one great State, not a map of sixteen counties. 
Above all else we should seek a proper understanding of 
Maine’s forestry situation so that for generations to come 
our State may hold first place in the Nation as a forestry 
State.

I
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a township. This method of ascertaining values is fair 
both to timberland owners and the State and the invest­
ment tha t the State makes produces a generous income. 
I recommend a liberal appropriation for the next two years.

KATAHDIN
In my opinion the State should establish a forest re­

serve or park in the Katahdin country. This would pro­
vide a wonderful recreation center and afford a suitable 
location for experiments in scientific forestry. Some prog­
ress already has been made toward establishing a refuge 
for wild animal and bird life in this section.

In 19i9 and 1921 I advocated an appropriation for 
Katahdin,. and if I thought the State could now afford it, 
should do so again. As I appeal to you to forego matters 
in which you are interested, I shall not ask an appropri­
ation for tjie Katahdin project. It, however, would be well 
to recognise the principle of a State Forest Reservation 
and a law could be passed so that purchases later can be 
made when funds are available. This Katahdin region has 
a rugged grandeur that is symbolic of strength and endur­
ance. I t is typical of the sturdy character of Maine’s sons 
and daughters. I believe the people of the State have 
become interested in Mount Katahdin and this Legislature 
now can lay the foundations for the future without putting 
the State to any expense.

NATURAL RESOURCES: INLAND FISH 
AND GAME

hi 1922 $186,049.37 was spent by this Department. 
I t  has a wide field with unlimited opportunities for expan­
sion. Our inland fish and game constitute an important 
natural resource that needs to be carefully conserved for 
our own benefit and that of those who follow us. This 
Department now receives a considerable portion of its fines, 
license fees and other collections, a plan tha t resembles the 
fee system of former days, long since abolished. The argu­
ment that if it is given its income those in charge 
will be more zealous in collecting it is a damaging one, 
for an Inland Fish and Game Commissioner should be as 
watchful of the interests of the whale State as he is of 
his particular department. All departments should be
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FAREWELL MESSAGE 
to

THE PEOPLE OF MAINE 
by

PERCIVAL P. BAXTER 
Governor

Fellow Citizens: —

Twenty years ago, on the fourth day of January, 1905, I 
came to the State Capitol as a member of the House from 
Portland. If the official records did not establish that fact 
I now should hesitate to admit it. During these years I 
have three times been elected to the House, twice to the 
Senate, once its presiding officer, and have been Governor 
for two terms lacking twenty-five days. Having acquired 
a considerable knowledge of public affairs it is appropriate 
that, as the retiring Governor, I deliver a parting message 
to the people of my Native State.

A Precedent
There is no precedent for this address. Usually a Gover­

nor has left office without referring to the past or com­
menting upon the future. I t  may be that the knowledge 
I have gained from twenty years experience will prove help­
ful to my fellow citizens, and I hope such may be the case. 
I never have hesitated to establish a good precedent, and 
hope that hereafter retiring Governors may deem it proper 
to deliver a parting message to the people who have honored 
them and whom they have served.

My first oath of office was taken under trying circum­
stances upon the day of Governor Parkhurst’s death. After 
the ceremony Chief Justice Cornish grasped my hand, 
wished me a useful and pleasant term of office and said: 
“When I became Chief Justice of Maine I determined that 
I would not take myself too seriously, but that I would take 
my office very seriously.” That maxim is one that every 
legislative and other public official should heed. It has 
guided and helped me throughout my service.

No Obligations
Coming info the Governor’s office through an act of God, 

unhampered by any campaign or other selfish obligations,
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hospitals, schools, charities and similar institutions. More­
over the care of insane patients should be paid for by the 
communities from whence they are taken for there are 
many abuses of the present law. Our State hospitals too 
often are used as dumping grounds to relieve municipalities 
of undesirables.

This change in the State’s policy as to sectarian and pri­
vate institutions and schools might be made gradual ex­
tending over a period of years so that such institutions 
would have time to arrange their finances without undue 
hardship. If it were arranged to reduce State appropria­
tions and entirely stop them within a five or ten year period 
the public spirit of our communities would be stimulated, 
economies effected and abuses corrected.

Unless the proposed changes are made the State’s burdens 
will become larger with each passing year, private insti­
tutions will clamor for more and more aid, for once their 
names are placed upon the State books they are there 
to stay and their demands are ever more insistent. This 
problem should be faced squarely, and politics and re­
ligion should have no place in its settlement. L regret that 
sectarian strife has been engendered in our State. It is 
unworthy of us. The Catholic, Protestant and Jew all are 
good citizens and should live harmoniously together. The 
bitterness that has been rampant among us far the past 
two years would have been avoided had sectarianism been 
kept in the background and had the discussiohs been con­
fined to the issue of “public money for public purposes only.”

Mount Katahdin
For four consecutive sessions I have endeavored to inter­

est the Legislature and the people of Maine in Mt. Katahdin, 
and have attempted to secure an appropriation for the 
purchase of some of the waste land in its vicinity to be used 
as a State Forest Reserve or Park. Due to the opposition 
of the large timberland companies, especially the Great 
Northern Paper Company, no progress has been made other 
than to create considerable public sentiment in favor of 
the project. The timberland owners have repeatedly de­
feated the law under which the State would be empowered 
to condemn land after paying a fair price for it.

The Mt. Katahdin Forest Reserve or Park would be the 
State’s greatest natural attraction. It would draw to us 
many people from beyond our borders, and would serve as 
a place of resort for thousands of our own citizens. It 
could be developed at moderate expense, year by year, all 
the while contributing to the health and recreation of those 
who use it.

The establishment of a game preserve in that territory
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is a step forward, a feeble beginning. If, however, the 
orders recently promulgated by the above mentioned Com­
pany restricting the use of their lands to registered persons 
accompanied by licensed guides are held valid, Mt. Katahdin 
before long will be closed to hunters, fishermen and campers. 
The order referred to is the entering wedge of “regulation,” 
that later will develop into “prohibition.” The time never 
must come when the forest areas of Maine are made great 
private hunting preserves to be enjoyed only by the friends 
and sycophants of powerful interests. Such things savor 
of feudal times when the lords and barons of England 
claimed the sole right to the fish and game on their great 
estates. Before our woods are closed to us the people will 
be heard from.

A Beginning
To prove ray interest in this project, if the 82nd Legis­

lature will enact a law under which some duly constituted 
public body or agency is given power to condemn “wild” 
and forest land for public park and forest reserve purposes, 
and will appropriate $10,000 annually for the coming two 
year period, for that purpose, I myself will pay to the State 
Treasurer my salary for the years 1923 and 1924 being 
the total sum', of $10,000 as a personal contribution toward 
meeting the land damages for the first park and reserve 
areas thus condemned and acquired by the State.

The other conditions of my offer are: First, that con­
demnation proceedings be completed and good title to the 
land vested in the State through such proceedings within 
eighteen months after the adjournment of the 82nd Legis­
lature, the said land to be forever dedicated to public park 
and forest reserve purposes; second, that the entire State 
appropriation for the two year period, together with my 
gift, be expended in acquiring an area of land that will 
include within its boundaries not less than the entire North­
west One Quarter Q/j,) of Township 3, Range 9, Piscataquis 
County in which are located Monument Peak, South Peak, 
The Chimney, Knife Edge, Pomola Peak, Middle, Saddle and 
North Table Lands so-called, North Peak and North and 
South and Little North Basins, all on Mt. Katahdin, and Dry 
Pond, Basin Ponds, and Chimney Pond together with such 
additional land contiguous to said Northwest Quarter of 
Township 3, Range 9 as can be acquired for the sum of 
$30,000 available for the purpose; third, that the public 
body to be created be given full power to develop the ac­
quired land for public park and forest reserve purposes, and 
to extend the boundaries thereof, whenever funds are made 
available therefor either by succeeding legislatures or 
through the g ift of individuals or corporations. I have had
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a map prepared to show what I want the State to acquire 
as the nucleus or beginnings of the “State of Maine Mt. 
Katahdin Park and Forest Reserve.”

MT KAWHDIN
NVY to T3R5

PREPARED AT HtQUtSTOr 
pew terJANUARY 1925

It is interesting to remember tha t the Great Northern 
Paper Company in 1921 through its lobby intimated that 
it might donate to the State its undivided interest in some ' 
of the. land in question. It was a gesture only, and nothing 
more ever was heard from it. Whatever it wanted as con­
cessions in other directions evidently was not forthcoming. 
It is well in the future to bear this latter thought in mind.

Water Powers
I am deeply interested in the water power question. 

Whether or not the State gives away all its water privileges 
means nothing to me personally but I am concerned with 
the future of Maine and want the rights of our people pro­
tected.

There has been widespread discussion of this subject in 
the newspapers and elsewhere, and a vast amount of mis­
information, inspired by selfish interest, has been spread 
abroad. With few exceptions the press stands .with the 
water power owners and has failed to give proper presen­
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tation of the people’s side. From out of all this mass of 
discussion and argument, however, there has grown up a 
healthy public sentiment in favor of the State’s retaining 
ownership of all its natural resources, which sentiment, 
though at times inexpressive, is strong and well defined. 
As one writer has said, “The time comes when through the 
very discussion that has been aroused the truth emerges.”

There are two fundamental principles as to Maine water 
powers: First, the retention in Maine of the hydro electric 
energy generated within the State; and Second, the reten­
tion by the State of its ownership of its few ' remaining 
water resources. The development of our water powers 
should be and always has been encouraged and notwith­
standing newspaper comment to the contrary, the only check 
ever placed upon development in Maine was J n  1923, when 
the Kennebec Reservoir charter was defeated. Up to that 
time the corporations had been given everything they asked 
for. When the bill referred to came before me I believed 
it was better to stop that particular development than for 
the State to deed away its most valuable water resource. 
A public calamity was prevented by my veto of the bill re­
ferred to. If Maine holds fast to the two principles above 
mentioned succeeding generations will be grateful to those 
responsible for it. -

The Interests Not Consistent
The water power corporations are carrying on extensive 

propaganda in their own interest. They gradually have 
obtained a strong influence over business and politics 
throughout the State and have become exceedingly power­
ful. Constant attacks are made against every form of pub­
lic ownership, and the advantages that accrue from private 
ownership are emphasized upon every occasion. It is inter­
esting to note the opposition to public ownership on the 
part of certain groups who are not averse to unloading on 
the State unprofitable ventures such as piers and ferries, 
while those that promise rich returns are closely held for 
private profit.

Without entering upon a discussion of the broad question 
of public ownership, I believe that the State itself should 
develop water storage in our lakes and great reservoir 
basins, all of which belong to the people, and sell in large 
blocks to distributing companies such hydro electric energy 
as may be generated on public power sites. This can be 
done safely, profitably and without bringing politics into 
competition with business. If however public sentiment 
has not advanced to my point of view the State should 
retain ownership of all its water resources, permitting them 
to be developed under leases that thoroughly safeguard 
the public interest.
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s tr o n g  o p p o s it io n  cen tered  in  c e r ta in  q u a r te r s  i t  would seem as  

though n o th in g  would be accom p lish ed . The L e g is la tu r e  even d e­

c l in e d  a p r o ffe r e d  g i f t  o f  my two y e a rs  s a la r y  a s  Governor toward  

th e  park p r o j e c t .  I t ,  how ever, would mean much fo r  Maine i f  a 

m odest b eg in n in g  cou ld  be made in  t h i s  d i r e c t io n  f o r  a S ta te  Park 

in  th e  Katahdin cou n try  soon would prove to  be one o f  our g rea t  

r e c r e a t io n a l  a t t r a c t io n s .

WATER STORAGE

P rogress h as been  made on Water. S to r a g e . The p r in c ip le  has

been e s ta b l is h e d  th a t h e r e a f te r  th e  S ta te  w i l l  n o t DEED away i t s  

s to r a g e  r ig h t s ,  b u t w i l l  LEASE them t o  r e s p o n s ib le  Companies : f  or 

developm ent over a lon g  term o f  y ea rs  a t  a ca sh  r e n ta l  t o  be paid  in ­

to  th e  S ta te  T reasury. This p r in c ip le  was f f i r s t  a d v o ca ted ’ in  1921
LI7 : r c , a  person a f t e r  re-cl r in g  frc i"  o f f i c *  ice ops his- 

and adopted in  1 9 2 7 .
ST;:: arv-ti; y ”1 V ̂  £ ’/ o i l :

POWER EXPORT and "COMPACT*.

As fo r  th e  EXPORT OF POWER, th e  F ern a ld  Law i s  s t i l l  in  e f ­

f e c t  n o tw ith sta n d in g  th e  many a t ta c k s  made upon i t .  I t  sh ou ld  be 

d e f i n i t e l y  un d erstood  th a t  my v iew s on t h i s  m a tter  have n o t changed. 

To-day I  am as much opposed to  POWER EXPORT a s e v er  b ecau se  as y e t  

no p la n  has b een:proposed  th a t  would p erm it th e  ex p o r t o f  su rp lu s  

power and a t . th e  same tim e g iv e  th e  S ta te  th e  r ig h t  to  r e c a l l  th a t  

power when Maine p eo p le  and Maine I n d u s tr ie s  need ed  i t .  .'nThe S ta te  

n ev er  sh ou ld  su rren der i t s  c o n tr o l over th e  power s i t u a t i o n ,  a«d*rl
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a n d  a l l  t h e  l e s s e r  a n im a ls  o f  t h e  w o o d s .  T he d e e d s  o f  g i f t  a s  a c c e p t ­

ed  b y  t h e  S t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e s  and  p u b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  la w s  o f  M aine p r o ­

v i d e  a n  u n b r e a k a b le  t r u s t  s o  t h a t  t h i s  la n d  s h a l l  * h e  f o r e v e r  h e ld  b y  

t h e  S t a t e  a s  T r u s t e e  i n  T r u s t  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  t h e  p e o p le  o f  M ain e**  

T h e 'o n ly  o t h e r  r e s t r i c t i o n s  im p o a ed  i n  t h e  g i f t

a  s a n o t u a r y  f o r  w i ld  b e a s t s  a n d  b i r d s  an d  f o r e v e r  b e  iia e d  f o r

" w i i * ^ # d A v £ b » ^  ^ i # e r ; ; d f ; :

■ ■ m e ^ f ^ in - ^ o '  B a n g o r a n d A r o o s t o o k R a i l r o a d » s  h s a d s b O ^ ^ ^ - t h O - ^ - - ^  

M ain e W oods, 1 9 5 3 " , w r o te  a s  f o l l o w s s -  *As t h e  y e a r s  a d v a n c e ,  c i v i l ­

i s a t i o n  w i t h  i t s  m o to r  o a r s ,  h o t - d o g  s t a n d s ,  h ig h w a y  a d v e r t i s i n g  and  

o t h e r  d e v a s t a t i n g ' i n f l u e n c e s  g r a d u a l l y  w i l l  e n c r o a c h  u p on  t h e  f o r e s t s  

an d  g r e a t  o p e n  s p a o a s  w i t h  w h ie h  M ain e i s  now s o  r i c h l y  en d ow ed , ;

K a ta h d in  i s  M ain e*#  g r e a t e s t  n a t u r a l  a t t r a c t i o n ,  i t  s t a n d s  a b o v e  t h e : _ - v ;

M onum entss h o r t  

b u t ...

o f  t h e  p e o p le  o f M a i n e ,  T h r o u g h o u t t h e  a g e s  i t  w i l l  s t a n d  a s  a n  i n - ,  

a p i r a t i o n  t o  t h e  men and women o f  t h i s  S t a t e * ,
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f,By L e g i s l a t i v e  A c t  o f  1 9 5 3 ,  th e  a r e a s  d o n a te d  t o  t h e S t a t e jiijr
' ■_ -. ■■'■'■%■■■... •■• - V.:. .. ■ IV.. - , :~r -

me a r e  o f f i c i a l l y  named "BAM'm STATE PAR£ ? ,  an d  a s ’ a > S t a t e  

t h e s e  a r e a s  a lw a y s  w i l l  r e m a in , i n  t h i s  c o n n e c t io n  G overn or  

B arrow s i n  a  c o m m u n ic a tio n  a d d r e s s e d  t o  th e  1 9 3 9  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  

u s e d  t h e s e  s i g n i f i c a n t  w ord s w h ic h  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h i s  s e c t i o n  o f  c a r .  

S t a t e  a s  a  s t a t e  P ark  f o r  a i l  t i m e s ,  * f h e s e  a r e a s  a r e  a c c e p t e d u n d e r  

t h e  te r m s  o f  a  d e f i n i t e ,  u n b r e a k a b le  T r u s t ,  A S t a t e  T r u s t  o f  t h i s  

c h a r a c t e r  i s  a  so le m n  o b l i g a t i o n  and 1 am c o n f i d e n t  t h a t  t h e  w ord o f

*■•».**;
:r

t h e  s o v e r e ig n  S t a t e  o f  M a in e , o n c e  g i v e n ,  n e v e r  w i l l  b e  b r o k e n * ,
QM/tk

B r e r y  S t a t e  o f f i o i a l 5 w i t h  whom I  h a v e  w orked  on  t h i s  p r o j e c t ^ f l e v er a -

.■ o r .s , . .F o r u u t  a n d 11 Qu4ue QuiuwiuurTBui'u uaJ A ilsr iiT ^ i1 (J ea u i'S ia . .have; d o n e  

e v e r y t h in g  i n  t h e i r  pow er t o  a s s i s t  me in  f o r w a r d in g  my p la n a  and X 

w a i i i  t o  e x p r e s s  my a p p re o  i a t i o n  t o , t h e s e  men f o r  t h e ir u h f a j U U

8 * * > ;̂ ^ i z  •• ’;f # .

“T h at p o r t i o n  o f  t h e s e  la n d s  a c q u ir e d  b y  me and  ■ n o t  s h  ,y h t

_ .........

t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e s : s h e  i u : h e * * i o n : 

l l n e s  and f i l l  in ^ fa w  g a p s .  I n  c a 3 e  o f  my su d d e n  d e o e a s e ,  p r o v i s i o n  

h a s  b e e n  made I n  my W i l l  h o t  o n ly  f o r  a l l  t h e s e  r e m a in in g  a r e a s  t o  

p a s s  a t  o n c e  t o  t h e  S t a t e ,  b u t  a l s o  f o r  fu n d s  t o  b e  u se d  b y  t h e  S t a t e  

f o r  t h e  p u r c h a s e  o f  a d d i t i o n a l  a r e a s  and f o r  t h e  d e v e lo p m e n t t h e r e o f  

b y  t h e  b u i l d i n g  o f  t r a i l s ,  c a m p in g  g ro u n d s  and  o t h e r  a c c e s s  c r i e s  t o  a

w i l d  f o r e s t  a r e a  f o r e v e r  d e d i c a t e d  t o  r e c r e a t i o n a l  an d  f o r e s t r y  pUr«»

'JgpjH i*‘:;:'lhO pt s o o n  t o  e n la r g e  t h e  b o u n d a r ie s  o f  B a x t ^ _ S t a t e L f a r h i b y ^ '

f u r t h e r  p u r c h a s e s ,  n e g o t i a t i o n s  f o r  w h ic h  h o w  a r e  u n d e r  w ay* I h e h  my

p r o j e c t  i s  C o m p leted  X  w a n t i t  t o  c o n ta ln .« h u tr ‘lo a a  th e n  1 0 0 ,0 0 0  a c r e s
- w'r A . ................ •*•-. ■ , i '• ■ ----- - ---- * . = r ...... - ; ....■ -.
o f  w i l d ,  s p e c t a c u l a r ,  m o u n ta in o u s  f o r e s t  l a n d ,  The a r e a  a lr e a d y  a c ­

q u ir e d  f o r  t h i s  P a r k  e x t e n d s  a  d i s t a n c e  e f  e i g h t e e n  m i le s  on  t h e
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n o r t h  a n d  s o u t h  l i n e  a n d  l a  fr o m  f o u r  and  o n e -h a  i f  t o -  twi.*>w-

w i d e > e a s t  an d  w e s t *
_■ '

J : -

**Katahdin a lw a y s  a h o u ld  and m u st rem a ln  t h e  w i l d ,  

u n to u o h e d -b y -m a n  r e g io n  I t  sow  1 s t  t h a t  l a  i t s  g r e a t  ch a rm , 

s m a l l  o a  b in s  f o r  mount a i n  c l im b e r s  an d  t h o s e  who l o v e

s h o u ld  b e  a l lo w e d  t h e r e *  o n ly  t r a i l s  f o r  t h o s e  who t r a v e l  on f o o t  o r
-V7.‘ c  - • V

h o r s e b a c k *  a p la c e  w h ere  n a t u r e  r u l e s  an d  w h ere  t h e  c r e a t u r e s  o f  th e

f o r e s t  h o ld  u n d is p u te d  d o m in io n *

nAa m odern c i v i l  l a  a t  io n  w ith  i t s  t r a i l e r s  a n d  g a s o l i n e  fu m es*  

I t s  u n s i g h t l y  b i l l - b o a r d s *  i t s  r a d i o  a n d  J a z z ,  e n c r o a c h e s  on t h e  

M aine w i l d e r n e a a ,  t h e  t im e  y e t  may o o ® e: w hen e n ^ ; 

t o m a l i | -  u n d e f i l e d  b y ; w m * } :  f 9 , . a o ^ l v e  th i^  

p e o p le  o f  M a ln e h a a  b e e n  u n d e r t a k e n  b y  me a s  my

K & tahdia r e a i e n f o r h t h e

£ I®. ®*
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PORTLAND, MAINE, SUNDAY

Baxter State Park At Katahdin Now
After 24  Years O f Untiring Effort, Maine Now
By Percivai P. Jiaxter

In 1905 as one of the 
younger members of the 
State Legislature I began to 
learn something of my native 
State, its people, its resources 
and Its possibilities for the 
future. It was not, however, 
[until 191? that I attempted 
to induce the State Legisla­
ture to acquire by purchase 

the mountainous regions
around Mt. Katahdin.

For eight years both as a 
Legislator and as Governor 
I worked unceasingly to se­
cure legislation for the estuo- 
lishment of a State Park at 
Katahdin, but the opposition 
proved too strong and the 
Legislators of those days 
were not Interested. During 
the years from 1917 to 1925 
time after time my State 
Park plans were defeated.

Ia  1935 those who opposed me no 
doubt felt relieved when l  retired 

the Governorship to private life; 
but oftentimes defeats later turn Into

No. 1—Lofty Katahdin Mountain, looking southwest and showing its dominant pc 
Peak. Countless gorges and crevices indent its rugged face.

victories, and  s o  It w a s  i s  this Park 
project. A fter le a v in g  A u g u s ta  I  gave  
u p  a i l  th o u g h t  o f  s e c u r in g  a n y  park  
le g is la t io n  a n d  d e te r m in e d  to  buy  
th e  la n d  m y se lf  a n d  give It to the 
S t a t e .  I t  is  in te r e s t in g  to  ob serve  th a t  
the very p eop le who w h tia  I  w as la  
csxioe w ere m y  s t r o n g e s t  op p o n en ts  

. la t e r  b eca m e  m y  f ir m  frienda.
 ̂W e ll T r e a te d  —

7 W h e n  I  w e a l  to  th e s e  la n d  ow n ers  
c a s t i n g  th em  to  s e ll  m e  th e ir  lan d s  

t h e y  tr e a te d  m s  c o u r te o u s ly  a n d  fa ir ­
ly , T h e y  to ld  me that, w h ile  th e y  d id  
n o t  c a r e  to s e ll  th e ir  la n d s  th e y  w ou ld  
d o  s o  b eca u se  th e y  h a d  co m e  to  
r e a l iz e  th a t  I  w as tr y in g  to  d o  so m e­
t h in g  w o r th  w h ile  fo r  M ain e . T h ese  
t o d  o w n ers h a v e  sh o w n  a  rem a rk ­
a b ly  f in e  sp ir it  a n d  I  w a n t th e  peo­
ple o f M ain e  to know h o w  sp len d id ly  
th e y  h a v e  coop erated  w ith  a t  in  sell­
in g  m e  th eir  fo rest la n d s ,

U p  t o  th e  tim e  m y  f ir s t  p u rch a se  
o f  6,QQQ  acres w as m a d e  in  1930, I 
n e v e r  h a d  ow n ed  a n y  fo r e s t  o r  t im ­
ber la n d . M y P a r k  s ta r te d  fro m  a b ­
s o lu te ly  nothin'*- a n d  ev e r y  a cre  h a s  
b e e n  b o u g h t s in c e  1930. T o d a y  th e  
la n d  acq u ired  for th e  S t a t e  to ta ls  
112.945  acres, a ll in  o n e  p iece  an d

rirrt-in* «

3 3 6
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they TAve cooperated with me in cell­
ing mA their forest lands.

Vp to ^he time my first purchase 
o f  fl.QCO sfcrea was made in 1330, I 
never had owned any forest or tim­
ber land. My Park started from ab­
solutely nothing and every a^re has 
been bought since 1930. Today the 
land acquired for the State totals 
112.342 acres, all in one piece and 
comprising almost five lownihipt. A 
township in Maine roughly speak­
ing contains 39 squire miles.

Por ail practical purposes, after 24 
years of effort the Park is complete. 
Maybe, however, X shall be able to 
enlarge It from time to time for there 
are one or two areas it would be w&Ji- 
to acquire. The Park stands right in 
the center of the northern portion 
of our State, a wild mountainous 
country forever set aside and held in 
Trust by the State as a public park, 
forest reserve and wild life sanctu 
ary for present and future genera­
tions of Maine people. —

The distance from Portland to the 
awmmit of Mt. Katahdin is 250 miles. 
There are several foot trails leading 
to the summit, and a rough but pas­
sable motor road passes through the 
westerly portion of the Park. AU 
along the way there are grand views 
of Katahdin and the other 30 peaks, 
within the Park area. This districTr 
Is typical of the wild lands of Maine.
It has within Its borders, lakes, 
swamps, beaver dams, rivers, moun­
tains. good timber lands and burnt- 
over Sands, meadows and boulders :n 
profusion. Moose, deer, wild cats, 
bears, foxes and all the smaller ani­
mals and birds abound therein. All 
these creatures are safe from the 
hunters and the sound of the axe 
and of falling trees never will echo 
through these forests. —

K auhdin always should and mus! 
remain :hg wild storm-swept, un­
touched-by-maa region it now is; 
that Is its great charm. Only small 
cabins for mountain climbers and 
those who love the wilderness should 
Jbe allowed there, only trails for those 
who travel on foot or horseback, 
place where nature rules and where 
the creatures of the forest hold un­
disputed dominion.

As modem civilization with 
trailers and gasoline fumes, its - un- 

' slglilly biLbo&rcis. its rau.'j ar.d 1,
' encroaches on the Marne wilderness 

the time yet may come when only 
the Katahdin region remains unde- 
flled by man. To acquire this 
din region for the people of Maine 
has been undertaken by me as my 

. life’s work, and I hope as the years 
rotl on that this State Park will be 
enjoyed by an ever-increasing num­
ber of Maine people and by those 
who come to us from beyond our 

jrders.
Katahdin stands above the sur* 

rounding plain unique in grandeur 
and glory. The works of man art 
short lived. Monuments decay, build­
ings crumble and wealth vanishes, 
but Katahdin in Its massive grandeur 
will forever remain the mountain of 
the people of Maine. Throughout the 
ages it will stand as an inspiration 
to the men and women of this State.

__  __ S W//,NtSOWAbÔtHUMK̂ STWiCKL̂WO 
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NOTE* The area  enclosed  
io/afs //Qt 7/2 acres ohush/ch 
an u n d iv id e d  sn/eres/ oh  
57767 acres* /n /he So.hhsh 
c o r n e r  has n o /  S e e n  .^T»W 
acquiredhor fhe Park.
The n e / area oh/he Park 
/he re fore *s / //h^i/dacres
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No. i — The two highest 
peaks of the Katahdin range 
are shown here, Baxter Peak 
(5,267 feet high), in the rear 
and South Peak (5,240 feet) 
in the foreground.
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PERCYAL P. BAXTER
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Altitude O f Mountains
Abol 
Barren 
Black Brook 
Black Cat
Bald Ml, 
Baxter Peak 
Blllffsh 
Burnt
Double Top 
Fort
Gateway 
Hamlin Peak 
Howe Peaks

f,30i feet 
3,681 feet 

feet 
feet 

2,820 feet 
5,267 feet 

• feet 
feet 

3,600 feet 
3.861 feet 
4.200 feet 
4,751 feet

\ 4.754 IWt

No. 2—Showing Pamola Peak (4,902 feet) on the left* 
and  B axter Peak on the right, with the knife edge be­
tween. At th e  center is The Chimney, granite-w alled 
gorge leading down the m ountains.
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Lord feet
Morse fe;t
Mount Coe 3,782 feet
Mount 0. J. 1. feet
Mulien 3.150 feet
North Brother 4,143 feet
North Traveler 3.500 feet
North Porr feet
North S. B. feet
North Turner 3,323 feet
Owl 3,736 feet
Foraol* 4.902 feet
Bussell 2,801 feet
Bum 3461 feet
Sable feet
South PofT feet
South Turner 3,122 feet
South Brother 3,951 feet
South Traveler 4,000 feet
South Peak 5440 feet
South S. B» feet
Strickland feet
Squirt Dam feet
Table Land 4,401 feet
Thoreau Sprints 4.636 feet
Wassaiaquoik 2,984 feet
West Peak O. 1. X. feet
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No. 3—Chimney Pond and the east wall of Katahdin. 
The majestic Katahdin range pashes its wooded peats 
more than 5,000. feet into the air to overlook: a pic­
turesque area of wilderness kept in its primeval beauty 
for the people of Maine and their visitors.
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September, 1944 T h e  L iving  W ilderness 3

Three Views of 
Famous, Roadless Katahdin

Photograph by Robert C. Anderson

KATAHDIN MOUNTAIN, FROM KIDNEY POND, AND ONE OF THE INNUMERABLE LAKES SURROUNDING IT. HERE ONE 
CAN VACATION, FISH, HIKE, REST, CANOE, OR START OUT ON EXTENDED TRIPS INTO THE WILDERNESS.

I

Thoreau on “Ktaadn”
E d i t e d  b y  B e n t o n  M a c  K a y e

First Thoreau views Ktaadn as part of the setting of the 
contemporary history of his own homeland (Nineteenth Cen­
tury New England). Let’s tag along with him and hear what 
he has to sav as a traveler in A .D. 1846.

There it was, the State of Maine, which we had seen on the map, 
but not much like that,— immeasurable forest for the sun to shine on. 
. . .  No clearing, no house. It did not look as if a solitary traveler had 
cut so much as a walking-stick there. Countless lakes,— Moosehead in 
the southwest . . . like a gleaming silver platter at the end of the 
table; Chesuncook . . . without an island; Millinocket, on the south, 
with its hundred islands; and a hundred others' without a name; and 
mountains, also, whose names, for the most part, are known only to 
the Indians. . . .

According to the Gazetteer, which was printed before the boundary 
question was settled, this single Penobscot County, in which we were, 
was larger than the whole State of Vermont. . . . We are concerned 
now, however, about natural, not political limits.

He goes on to say that what is .most striking in the Maine 
wilderness is the “continuousness” of the forest.

L
ET us turn to the first sentence of the first chapter of the 

first all-round exploration of the Ktaadn wilderness—  
The Maine Woods by Henry David Thoreau:

On the 31st of August, 1846, I left Concord in Massachusetts for 
Bangor and the backwoods of Maine, by way of the railroad and steam­
boat, intending to accompany a relative of mine . . .  as far as a dam 
on the West Branch of the Penobscot. . . . From this place, which is 
about . . .  five miles beyond the last log hut, I proposed to make excur­
sion to Mount Ktaadn. . . .

And so he did. And within a short but significant fort­
night he was back home again in his Walden cabin (whose door 
he had casually left unlocked). This trip o f his, therefore, 
may be considered as an incident of his two-year career as 
philosopher of that now world-noted Pond. Thoreau in his 
account of this little excursion shows himself to be a traveler 
viewing the Mountain and its wild environs as part and parcel 
o f the stage and setting of three distinct and long separated 
periods.
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Thoreau's trip and account pertain of course to this whole 
“ Maine wilderness” of which Ktaadn was merely the focus and 
destination. H e ponders on humans and their activities as well 
as on the landscape. Maine in 1846 was winning her name—  
“ Pine Tree State” ; she was in the hey day of her illustrious log 
drives. The peak or wave of American “timber mining” had 
not yet left the Northeast for its migration across the continent 
— first to the Great Lakes forests, next to the Southern pines 
and hence to the North Pacific firs. T he log driver or “river- 
man” of the Northwoods was the picturesque counter hero of 
the “ cow puncher” of the far western Plains. Thoreau was 
impressed with this river life of our northern frontier.

It was easy to see that driving logs must be an exciting as well as 
dangerous business. All winter long the logger goes on piling up the 
trees which he has trimmed and hauled in some dry ravine at the head 
of a stream, and then in the spring he stands on the bank and whistles 
for Rain and Thaw, ready to wring the perspiration out of his shirt 
to swell the tide, till suddenly, with a whoop and halloo from him, 
shutting his eyes, as if to bid farewell to the existing state of things, a 
fair proportion of his winter’s work goes scrambling down the country, 
followed by his faithful dogs, Thaw and Rain and Freshet and Wind, 
the whole pack in full cry, toward the Orono Mills. . . .

He (the log driver) must be able to navigate a log as if it were a 
canoe, and be as indifferent to cold and wet as a muskrat. He uses a 
few efficient tools,— a lever commonly of rock maple, six or seven 
feet long, w'ith a stout spike in it, strongly ferruled on, and a long 
spike-pole, with a screw at the end of the spike to make it hold. The 
boys along shore learn to walk on floating logs as city boys on side­
walks. Sometimes the logs are thrown up on rocks in such positions as 
to be irrecoverable but by another freshet as high, or they jam together 
at rapids and falls, and accumulate in vast piles, which the driver must 
start at the risk of his life. Such is the lumber business, which depends 
on many accidents, as the early freezing of the rivers, that the teams may

get up in season, a sufficient freshet in the spring, to fetch the logs 
down, and many others.

Thoreau'comments on the men of the wilderness in not un­
complimentary contrast with those of his own rural bailiwick:

In fact, the deeper you penetrate into the woods, the more intelligent, 
and, in one sense, less countrified do you find the inhabitants5 for always 
the pioneer has been a traveler, and, to some extent, a man of the 
world; and, as the distances with which he is familiar are greater, so 
is his information more general and far reaching than the villager’s. 
If I were to look for a narrow, uninformed, and countrified mind, as 
opposed to the intelligence and refinement which are thought to eman­
ate from cities, it would be among the rusty inhabitants of an old- 
settled country, on farms all run out and gone to seed with life- 
everlasting, in the towns about Boston, even on the high-road in Con­
cord, and not in the back woods of Maine.

Thoreau emulates the Single Taxer in one brief remark on 
a basic economic law of the frontier:

Let those talk of poverty and hard times who will in the towns and 
cities j cannot the emigrant who can pay his fare to New York or Bosr 
ton pay five dollars more to get here . . . and be as rich as he pleases, 
where land virtually costs nothing, and houses only the labor of build­
ing, and he may begin life as Adam did?

* * * *
In these ways Thoreau views Ktaadn and the Maine wilder­

ness as part of the stage and setting of his own Nineteenth 
Century New England. Next he views them as of the setting 
of the aboriginal history of a continent (Pre-Columbian North 
America). Again let’s tag along with him— this time as a 
would-be traveler in about A.D. luOO.

I am reminded by my journey how exceedingly new this country 
still is. You have only to travel for a few days into the interior and

Copyright by Bicknell Mfg. Co.. Portland, Maine
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back parts even of many of the old States, to come to that very America 
which the Northmen, and Cabot, and Gosnold, and Smith, and Raleigh 
visited. If Columbus was the first to discover the islands, Americas 
Vespucius and Cabot, and the Puritans, and we their descendants, have 
discovered only the shores of America. While the Republic has already 
acquired a history world-wide, America is still unsettled and unex­
plored. Like the English in New Holland, we live only on the shores 
of a continent even yet, and hardly know where the rivers come from 
which float our navy. The very timber and boards and . shingles of 
which our houses are made grew but yesterday in a wilderness where 
the Indian still hunts, and the moose runs wild.

Thus a man shall lead his life away here on the edge of the wilder­
ness, on Indian Millinocket Stream, in a new world, far in the dark 
of a continent, and have a flute to play at evening here, while his 
strains echo to the stars, amid the howling of wolves, shall live, as it 
were, in the primitive age of the world, a primitive man. Yet he shall 
spend a sunny day, and in this century be my contemporary; perchance 
shall read some scattered leaves of literature, and sometimes talk ■with 
me. Why read history, then, if the ages and the generations are now ? 
He lives three thousand years deep into time, an age not yet described 
by poets. Can you well go further back in history than this? Ay! ay!—  
for there turns up but now into the mouth of Millinocket Stream a still 
more ancient and primitive man, whose history is not brought down

even to the former. In a bark vessel sewn with the roots of the 
spruce, with hornbeam paddles, he dips his way along. He is but dim 
and misty to me, obscured by the aeons that lie between the bark canoe 
and the batteau. He builds nc house of logs, but a wigwam of skins. 
He eats no hot bread and sweet cake, but musquash arid moose meat 
and the fat of bears. He glides np the Millinocket and is lost to my 
sight, as a more distant and misty cloud is seen flitting by behind a 
nearer, and is lost in space. So he goes about his destiny, the red face 
of man. * * * *

Finally Thoreau views this wilderness as part of the setting 
of the cosmic history of a planet (Pre-Cambrian “Earth” ) . 
This time he might be some visitor from the heavens say half 
a billion years ago. Hear what he says from the sides of 
Ktaadn:

The mountain seemed a vast aggregation of loose rocks, as if some 
time it had rained rocks, and they lay as they fell on the mountain 
sides, nowhere fairly at rest, but leaning on each other, all rocking 
stones, with cavities between, but scarcely any soil or smoother shelf. 
They were the raw materials of a planet dropped from an unseen 
quarry, which the vast chemistry of nature would anon work up, or
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work down, into the smiling and verdant plains and valleys of earth. 
This was an undone extremity of the globe, as in lignite we see coal 
in the process of formation. . . .

Vast, Titanic, inhuman Nature has got him (the traveler) at dis­
advantage, caught him alone, and pilfers him of some of his divine 
faculty. She does not smile on him. . . . She seems to say sternly, 
Why came ye here before your time. This ground is not prepared 
for you. . . . I*have never made this soil for thy feet, this air for thy 
breathing. . . . Why seek me where I have not called thee, and then 
complain because you find me a stepmother:

The tops of mountains are among the unfinished parts of the globe, 
whither it is a slight insult to the gods to climb and pry into their 
secrets. . . .

Perhaps I most fully realized that this was primeval, untamed, and 
forever untamable Nature^ or whatever else men call it, while coming 
down this part of the mountain. We were passing over “Burnt Lands,” 
burnt by lightning, perchance. . . . We have not seen pure Nature, 
unless we have seen her thus vast and drear and inhuman. . . .  I looked 
with awe at the ground I trod on, to see what the Powers had made

there, the form and fashion and material of their work. This was that 
Earth of which we have heard, made out of Chaos and Old Night. 
Here was no man’s garden, but the unhandseled globe. It was not 
lawn, nor pasture, nor mead, nor woodland, nor lea, nor arable, nor 
waste land. It was the fresh and natural surface of the planet 
Earth.

* * * *

Thus we glean some glimpses of the original Ktaadn wilder­
ness through the eyes and mind of Thoreau. And where pray 
could we find a better guide than this, mind, the greatest in­
terpreter perhaps in all time of the wilderness environment? 
Here we have the true Ktaadn— 1“an undone extremity of the 
globe” : as it was before the tourist found it, as it was before 
the white man found it,— as it was and ever .must be as a 
solitary segment of the ages wrought in the “vast chemistry of 
nature.”

11

The T u r chase of the Land
By F o r m e r  G o v e r n o r  P e r c iv a i , P . B a x te r

T  ^  T IM E  when man appears to be chiefly concerned 
7 \  not only with the destruction of his fellowman, but 

L  ■ JL much of the beauty of the world, as well, it is especially 
heartening to read a story such as that which former Governor 
Percivai P. Baxter of Maine personally tells of his unique gift 
to mankind as well as to “ the lesser brethren.”

“In 1905 at the age of 26 as One of the younger members of 
the State Legislature I began to learn something of my native 
State, its people, its resources, its wild life and its possibilities 
for the future. It was not, however, until 1917 that I at­
tempted to induce the State Legislature to acquire by purchase 
the mountainous region around Mt. Katahdin.

For eight years both as a legislator and as Governor I worked 
unceasingly to secure legislation for the establishment of a 
State Park at Katahdin to be held as a great primitive recrea­
tional area and wild life sanctuary but the opposition proved 
too strong and the legislators of those days were not interested. 
During the years 1917 to 1925, time after time, my State 
Park plans were defeated.

In 1925 those who opposed me no doubt felt relieved when 
I retired from the Governorship to private life; but oftentimes 
defeats later turn into victories, and so it was in this Park 
project. After leaving the Governor’s office I gave up all 
thought of securing any park legislation and determined to buy 
the land myself and give it to the State. It is interesting to 
observe that the very people who while I was in office were 
my strongest opponents later became mv firm friends.

W hen I went to these land owners, asking them to sell me 
their lands, they treated me courteously and fairly. They told 
me that while they did not care to sell their lands they would 
do so because they had come to realize that I was trying to do 
something worth while for Maine. These land owners have 
shown a remarkably fine spirit and I want the people of Maine 
to know how splendidly they have cooperated with me in sell­
ing me their forest lands.

Up to the time my first purchase of 6,000 acres was made 
in 1930, I never had owned any forest or timber land. M y  
Park started from absolutely nothing and every acre has been 
bought since 1930. Today the land acquired fort the State 
totals 114,040 acres or 178 square miles all in one .piece and 
comprising almost five townships. A township in Maine, 
roughly speaking, contains 36 square miles.

For all practical purposes, after twenty-seven years of effort, 
the Park is complete. Maybe, however, I shall be able to en­
large it from time to time for there are several areals it would 
be well to acquire. The Park stands right in the center of the 
northern portion of our State, a wild mountainous country now 
forever set aside and held in trust by the State as a public 
park, forest reserve and wild life sanctuary for present and 
future generations of Maine people. The State Legislature 
very generously has named this area Baxter State Park.

The distance from Portland to the summit of M t. Katahdin 
is 250 miles. There are several foot trails leading to the 
summit, and a rough but passable motor road passes through the 
westerly portion of the Park. All along the way there are 
grand views of Katahdin and the other thirty peaks within the 
Park area. This district is typical of the wild lands of Maine. 
It has within its border, lakes, swamps, beaver dams, rivers, 
mountains, good timber lands and burnt-over lands, meadows 
and boulders in profusion. Moose, deer, wildcats, bears, foxes 
and all the smaller animals and birds abound therein. All these 
creatures are safe from the hunters, and the sound of the axe 
and of falling trees never will echo through these forests. 
.Katahdin always should and must remain the wild storm-swept, 
untouched-by-man region it now is; that is its great charm. 
Only small cabins for mountain climbers and those who love 
the wilderness should be allowed there, only trails for those 
who travel on foot or horseback, a place where nature rules and 
where the creatures of the forest hold undisputed dominion.

This area was donated to the State on three conditions.
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THIS PICTURE, WHICH BEST SHOWS THE GREAT BASIN OF KATAHDIN, WAS TAKEN SOUTHWEST FROM THE NORTH 
RIM OF LITLE NORTH BASIN, ONE OF THE THREE GLACIAL CIRQUES, WHICH FACE THE EAST AND NORTHEAST. THE 
GREAT BASIN IS THE LARGEST OF THE CIRQUES, FORMED BY THE ACTION OF GLACIAL ICE ACTING LOCALLY. THE 
WHOLE OF KATAHDIN WAS PLANED OFF BY LARGE GLACIERS COMING FROM THE NORTH, AS IS EVIDENCED BY THE 
GREAT TABLELAND AND BY ROCHE MOUTONNES TO BE FOUND THERE. THIS BASIN CAME TO BE THE SOCKET OF A 
GREAT TOOTH OF ICE, FED BY SNOWFALL, WHICH WORKED ITS WAY DOWN TO THE LOWER GROUND. IN SOiVMOVING 
IT PLUCKED OUT LARGE CHUNKS OF THE GRANITIC ROCK, DEPOSITED THEM, VERY BROKEN AND FRACTURED, IN A

LINE MARKING WHERE THE ICE STOPPED.

First that it shall be held by the State in trust forever; second, 
that it shall be used for public parks, forests and recreation; 
third, that it shall ever be kept in its natural wild state and as 
a sanctuary for wild beasts and birds.

A map published by the Appalachian Mountain Club records 
that there are more than 30 different mountain peaks within 
this area. *

As modern civilization with its trailers and gasoline fumes, 
its unsightly billboards, its radio and jazz, encroaches on the 
Maine wilderness the time yet may come when only the Ka- 
tahdin region remains undefiled by man. To acquire this 
Katahdin region for the people- of Maine has been under­
taken by me as my life’s work, and I hope as the years roll on 
that this State Park wil be enjoyed by an ever-increasing num­
ber of Maine people and by those who come to us from beyond 
our borders.

. i
Katahdin, 5,267 feet, stands above the surrounding plain 

unique in . grandeur and glory. The works of men j r̂e. short 
lived. Monuments decay, buildings crumble and wqalth van­
ishes, but Katahdin in its massive grandeur will forevejr remain 
the mountain of the people of Maine. Throughout ’the ages 
it will stand as an inspiration ao the men and women of this 
State.”

This, then, is what Governor Baxter has accomplished. 
Not only to the citizens of Maine has been dedicated this 
natural monument to his everlasting memory, but a reserva­
tion has been established where the people of an entire nation 
may glory in the rugged aspects of nature where the wilder­
ness will hold sway and wild life may dwell in peace without 
fear of gun, trap or other, human encroachment.

Ill

Katahdin Today
By R o n a ld  L. G o w e r

KA T A H D IN , the “greatest mountain” of the Penobscot 
Indians, rearing its vast bulk from out the rolling 
wilderness at its foot, is. a solitary mountain as first 

viewed from • the South. T he climber, weary of the flat

country of the lowrer Penobscot valley sees' the fulfillment of his 
high hopes in the great mass sharply lined against the northern 
sky. Yet, approached from the East or West, Katahdin is 
not alone but is the culminating thrust of a long line of peaks,
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some of which rise above 4,000 feet, while coming from the 
North the traveler becomes so involved in smaller mountains 
and hills as to be scarcely aware of this giant of the great 
north woods.

O f itself, however, the mountain is roughly in the shape of 
an anchor with a broad shank; the right fluke (or hook) being 
somewhat larger than the left, while the stock or crossbar at 
the top is formed by the westerly thrust of the Northwest 
Plateau, and its easterly counterpart the projecting Howe 
Peaks ridge. With this sketch in mind we shall place the sum­
m it ridge with its two high peaks (5267 ft. and 5240 ft.) 
near the base of the anchor’s shank about where it joins the 
flukes. Then the Southwest (H unt) spur will form the left 
fluke and the great curving wall of the Knife Edge ending in 
Pamola will be the right.

It must be confessed that north of the stock of the “anchor” 
there is still half of the mountain and our imagery rather falls 
down here.

“ Katahdin is a great irregularly shaped mountain mass ris­
ing abruptly from comparatively flat country to a gently sloping 
plateau above the tree growth and topped on its southeasterly 
margin by an irregular series of low summits.” 1 This “gently 
sloping plateau” is the Table Land, barren, rockstrewn, nearly 
four miles long and falling away abruptly from 1,000 to 2,000  
feet on all sides, after which the slopes become more gentle. 
T h e great cliffs in the Great Basin below the summit ridge are 
sheer for nearly 2,000 feet, where, at the foot of the talus 
slope nestles Chimney Pond, a sapphire gem in a setting of 
rock. T his gray and pink granite cliff-belt swings in a great 
arc to form the famous Knife Edge, a thin wall of vertically 
fractured rock, some 1,500 feet above Chimney Pond and so 
narrow in  places along its top that one may sit astride it. T he  
K nife Edge ends in a rock pyramid called Chimney Peak, im­
mediately beyond which, and separated from it by a sharp 
cleft is a broader rock peak, Pamola, (4,902 ft.) named for the 
Indian deity of the mountain.

North of the summit ridge two great rock buttresses, the 
Cathedrals, fall away in great sweeping leaps to the floor of 
the Basin. At their foot lies tiny Cleftrock Pool, reflecting 
the glory of its surroundings. From the Table Land great 
arms stretch out embracing other glacial cirques, here known 
as basins. Adjoining the Great Basin is- the North Basin 
(3 ,100  ft.) with its high, smoothledged sides and barren 
boulder-strewn floor in which are two tiny ponds. It has been 
estimated by geologists that a local glacier occupied this Basin 
as recently as some ten thousand years ago.

N ext to the North Basin, but still on the eastern slopes of 
the mountain is the rarely visited Little North Basin with its 
tremendous boulders. From this point north, the east side of 
Katahdin is clothed in thick forests which continue around the 
massive northern end and into the little known Northwest 
Basin with its sheer cliffs, interesting central ridge, waterfalls 
and its five ponds on great- shelves of various levels. One of 
these ponds, the “disappearing pond,” was thought to be in the 
process o f being slowly converted into a spongy heath because 
of the intrusion of plant life . After having been carefully

Appalachian Mountain Club Katahdin Guide (1938) p. 1.

watched for some 35 years, learned conclusions were about to 
be drawn when beavers entered the picture, dammed up the 
outlet and greatly enlarged the pond!2 Forming the southern 
boundary of this vast basin, rises the broad and high Northwest 
Flateau which shoulders its way far out into the Klondike. 
This latter is a forbidding, elevated valley (2,800 ft.) about 
3 by 1^2 miles, lying between Katahdin and the Brothers 
range to the West. It was named by a local Indian who, it is 
reported, used to hunt moose here for the heads, but whether 
he noted some resemblance to the Canadian Klondike, or 
whether the sale of moose heads became a “gold-mine” to him  
has never been revealed. T he valley is exceedingly difficult to 
enter being well guarded by the most execrable going, and it is 
doubtful if more than a dozen white men ever have traversed 
it.3 On an elevated shelf o f the Klondike lies lovely, narrow 
Klondike Pond protected against visitors by great cliffs and 
dense scrub.

T h e  great barren gulch of Witherle Ravine has been carved 
into the mountain’s southwest flank j ust south of the farthest 
eastward reaching of the Klondike. Almost never visited, this 
trailless section has waterfalls of singular beauty, streams, cliffs 
and in its lower reaches virgin forests. South of this, the long 
Southwest (H unt) spur stretches out into the valley' of the 
Sourdnahunk and rounding this the massive southern slopes 
come into view, long scarred by repeated avalanches.

All about Katahdin glisten lakes, ponds and streams the num­
ber of which is incredible——literally hundreds. As one writer 
has phrased it, “It is as if  a mirror had been Broken and 
scattered over the mantle of the dark green of the sjpruce and 
fir forest cover, for so do the myriad lakes heliograph to the 
summit.”4 , A great extent of country is visible from- the upper 
parts of the mountain which dominate all that part of the 
State. Winthrop says, “Katahdin’s best part is whati Katahdin 
sees.” 5 - ■ ' _ .

T he rugged reputation of K atahdin has always been en­
hanced by its remoteness. For over 150 years after M t, Wash­
ington was first ascended by Darby Field in 1642, Katahdin 
remained unclimbed by white men, shunned by the Indians as 
the abode of evil spirits,8 and relatively unknown to the out­

Appalachia, vol. xxvi p. 392, see also The Maine Naturalist, vol. 
10, no. 3.

Appalachia, vol. xxvi pp. 385-389.
*Mt. Katahdin in Mainet 2nd edition, 1935. Maine Development 

Commission.
Theodore Winthrop, Life in the Open Air.
“Memoirs of Odd Adventures, Strange Deliverances, etc., in the 

captivity of John Gyles, Esq., Boston, 1736, Spiller and Gates, Printers. 
“I . have heard an Indian say that he lived by the River at the foot of 
the Teddon (Katahdin), and in his wigwam, seeing the top of it thro* * 
the Hole left in the top of the Wigwam for the passing of Smoke, he 
was tempted to travel to it: accordingly he set out early on a Summer’s 
Morning, and laboured hard in ascending the Hill all Day, and the 
Top seem’d as distant from the Place where he lodged at Night, as from 
the Wigwam whence he began his Journey; and concluding that Spirits 
were there, never dared make a second Attempt.”

“I have been credibly inform’d that several others have fail’d in the 
same Attempt: particularly, that three young men towr’d the Teddon 
three days and a half, and then began to be strangely disordered & de­
lirious, and when their Imagination was clear, and they could recollect 
where they were, and had been, they found themselves returned one 
Days Journey: how they came so far, they can’t guess, unless the Genii 
of the Place convey’d them.”
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side world. When in 1804 it was climbed by a party of eleven 
persons there was no record of anyone having reached the sum­
m it before. Charles Turner, a surveyor of Scituate, Mass., has 
le ft an account of this ascent which was by the southern slopes 
of the mountain.1 (H e estimated the height to be 13,000 ft., 
but it is not known just how much his personal feelings were 
taken into consideration in arriving at this truly fantastic 
figure!)

In the early days Oldtown, over 100 miles distant, was the 
nearest town of any size. This meant coming to Bangor by 
coastal schooner, then travelling by stagecoach for the few  
miles of road north of Bangor and Oldtown and then paddling 
and poling up the river. The swift current, windswept lakes 
and many carries along the upper stretches made this an ex­
cursion not to be undertaken lightly. Bangor was finally 
reached by the railroad in 1855,8 and 14 years later the Euro­
pean and North American Railroad was opened from Bangor 
to Mattawamkeag, thus cutting the distance roughly in half. 
But the railroad covered the easier half and actually helped 
out far less than it would seem, as a highway of sorts had al­
ready been built to Mattawamkeag. T he building of the 
Bangor k  Aroostook R.R. in 1894 placed Stacyville in the posi­
tion of being a railroad station which was only 30 miles from 
Katahdin, but this distance was so full of natural obstacles that 
most travelers still preferred the water route, although a path 
through to the. mountain from the East had been cut as early 
as 1848,9 but was not maintained.

In 1921 the Great Northern Paper Company, in connection 
with a pulpwood operation on the eastern slopes of the moun­
tain, extended an existing wood road from Millinocket to the 
Basin Ponds (2 ,400 ft .) , which are 1 miles below and east 
of Chimney Pond. As most of this became passable (just 
barely!) for automobiles during succeeding years, cars were 
driven ever closer to Katahdin and may now be operated to 
w ithin SJ4 miles of Baxter Peak on both the east and south­
west sides of the mountain. It is, however, still 30 miles from 
the nearest town and the rate of travel is necessarily slow over 
the rough dirt roads.

For 1,500 feet below Baxter Park most of the mountain is 
bare, hence the appearance of this part has changed little, but 
the wooded lower slopes repeatedly have been swept by fire 
and cut by man. One of the earliest accounts of fire ravage 
is tha t of Joseph C. Norris, Sr., a surveyor, who in 1825 
wrote, “We see a large extent of country contiguous to . . . Mt. 
Katahdin . . . being SW of the great range of hills which we 
are passing over. It is old burnt land.” 10 There are records

^Expert opinion differs as to the exact location of the route of ascent. 
Avery in the Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine, 4th edition, p. 
5— 2 claims, “Charles Turner . . . reached the summit by the Hunt 
Spur . . while Leavitt in Katahdin Skylines, p. 12, states, “The 
record left by Charles Turner . . . of his trip up the mountain on 
August 13, 1804, leads the reader to believe that he followed up Abol 
Stream and scaled the cliffs near the position of the Slide, which did 
not occur until about twelve years later.”

sEdward E. Chase, Maine Railroads, Portland, Maine. 1926.
®Myron H. Avery, The Keep Path and Its Successors, Appalachia, 

voL xxii, pp. 135-141.
™Appalachia, vol. xxi, p. 37.

of several other large fires which have denuded the slopes of 
the mountain.11

Lumbering has harvested repeated growths of mature trees 
from the slopes. As a matter of fact, outside of the Klondike 
there are few areas on or about the m ountain which have not 
been cut over at some time or another. T he most recent 
cuttings were: northern slopes 1914, eastern 1923 (except a 
small birchwood operation in 1939-1942) and southern 1938. 
The west slopes are protected by Klondike barriers which make 
it impracticable ( if  not impossible) to get the wood out. 
Despite burnings and cuttings however, the spruce and fir 
came back in an amazingly short time, as this region is a per­
fect nursery for these species. Protected as they now are 
against their two worst enemies, fire and man, the trees on 
the mountain will soon give the impression of being ancient 
forests.

Before Mr. Baxter gave the mountain to the State, little 
supervision was exercised. Trails grew up as required and a 
few badly needed shelters were built by one organization or 
another. Now, however, the Baxter State Park Authority 
through their efficient Park Supervisor, Harold J. Dyer,12 have 
begun to take carefully planned steps to conserve the natural 
features and to make them properly accessible where deemed 
advisable. But there will always be areas about the mountain 
which will be only for those who can make their own way 
through the natural obstacles.

A system of trails has grown up to meet various needs, so 
that it is now possible to reach the summit from a number of 
different points, to traverse most of the ridges, and to enter 
several of the basins. Both the Appalachian Mountain Club 
and the Appalachian Trail Conference have taken over the 
maintenance of specified trails which together make up most 
of the paths on the mountain. Signs are placed at intersections 
and the trails are well marked. Many shelters havq been built 
at Chimney Pond and at Katahdin Stream Campground on 
opposite sides o f the mountain. There is also a shelter two 
miles up the Hunt Trail and another at Davis Pond in the 
Northwest Basin. For those who do not wish to carry their 
own food and bedding, there are five sporting camps located 
near enough to enable guests to complete an ascent during the 
daylight hours. These unique outfits furnish splendid meals 
in large common dining cabins, and sleeping accommoda* 
tions are to be found in smaller individual cabins which are 
pleasantly located nearby overlooking some pond or lake.

Katahdin as it is today and as it will be tomorrow (through 
the farseeing generosity of ex-Gov. Baxter) furnishes facilities 
for rugged recreation amid scenery of inspirational grandeur. 
Whether in the utter loneliness of the Klondike, the savage 
beauty of the Northwest Basin, the wild loveliness of the Klon­
dike Pond Ravine, the great open sweep o f the Table Land, 
the dizzy, exposed heights o f the Knife Edge, the rocky deso­
lation that is the North Basin, or gazing across Chimney Pond 
up to that incomparable sweeping curve of sheer cliffs, one can 
say with the apostle of old, “Lord, it is good for us to be 
here.” 13

“ Partial list 1795, 1884, 1903, 1923, 1941.
^On leave of absence to U. S. Army Mountain Troops. 
“ Matthew xvii, 4.
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THE BAXTER STATE PARK IK MAINE.

Mr, Devere^ux Batcher, Executive Secretary of the National 

Parks Association has asked me to write something about the 

Park that I have created here in Maine, the Baxter State Park 

so named by the State leg is la tu re . He wants from me Ma p ic ­
ture of what you have done, how you have done i t ,  and why11,

Although reluctant to speak of a project that i s  peculiar­

ly  my own, a b r ie f statement informing those lovers o f the wide 

open spaces who liv e  beyond the borders of the State o f Maine, 

may not be out of place.

First o f a l l ,  th is Park includes within i t s  boundaries 

Mt. Katahdin <5,267 f t . )  and more than th irty  lesser peaks many 

o f which are over three thousand feet in height. The acquisi­

tion  and establishment of th is  area came about naturally and grad­

u a lly , but not pain lessly . In th is  work many obstacles were over­

come and the history of the project extends over a period of 

years from 1905 to 1945.

As a member of the Maine Legislature (1905) in my early  

twenties I became interested in the wild forest areas o f Maine, 

which once belonged to the people of my State, but which in the 

ea r lier  years were exploited and taken from the people by scheming 

p o litic ia n s  and their b en efic iaries. In those days some of the

f in e s t  timber lands were sold by the State for but a few cents
ftu P

per acre. Those were rough t im e r o u g h  men ruled the forests#

T The end came at la s t  and the 

State o f Maine was stripped of what remained of i t s  lands.

The fin a l and most flagrant act of a l l  was what now is

termed “THE GREAT LAND STEAL of *66.w Not long before that 

time there had been serious fr iction  between the United States and 

Canada over the question of the Ganada-Matoi boundary.. . Troops had

been called out and feelings ran high. Capitalizing on th is , cer­

ta in  schemers who wanted to- secure the 1,600,000 acres of timber
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lands then remaining to the State went to the Legislature and

agreed to build at their own expense a m ilitary railroad of about

125 miles from central Maine to the New Brunswick boundary to

be used in case o f war with Canada. As compensation for the

promise to build th is railroad the State of Maine gave these

schemers a l l  the land the State then owned on the watersheds o f
the

the Penobscot and S t. John Rivers tota lin g  about^l,600,000 acres 
herein referred to . Twelve miles of railroad were b u ilt , only 

twelve, and the language of the Act was so cleverly worded that 

the State had no redress for breach of contract. The land was 

lo s t  forever.

After serving in the Legislative House in 1905 X re­

turned as State Senator in 1909 and later again became a Member

of the House in 191*7. My plans began to crystallz© and then and 

there I determined to have the State purchase what 1 consider the 

most spectacular and beautiful part o f Maine, Mt. Katahdln and the 

surrounding mountainous terr ito ry . The b i l l  I introduced was igno- 

miniously defeated because o f the opposition of the timberland 

owners and their a l l ie s  the water power in terests. In 1919 again 

being in the House I tried  again but my b i l l  met the same sad 

fa te . So also in both 1921 and 1925, during which years I was 

Governor (1921-1924), even though I addressed Special Messages about 

i t  to the Legislature. After these defeats i t  certain ly  seemed a 

lo s t  cause. In January 1925 I le f t  o ffice  and returned to p r i­

vate l i f e .  Not to be defeated, however, shortly after that I came 

to the conclusion that i f  my plans were to succeed I must buy the 

land myself and then donate i t  to the State so that a small portion 

o f the peoples heritage might be returned to them.

In 1930 the f i r s t  purchase and g ift  o f 6,000 acres was 

made, others followed up to and including 1945. To-day a to ta l  

o f 116,288 acres have been purchased and donated by me to  the State 

of Maine to be held In Trust for a l l  time for the benefit of the 

People of Maine. The other conditions of the g if t  are that the 

land shall be le f t  in Its  natural wild sta te , shall be kept as a 

sanctuary for wild beasts and birds, that no roads or ways for mo­
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tor vehicles shall be built therein and that no a ircraft sh a ll 

be allowed to land thereon. This i s  the short and simple story  

of how i t  a l l  came about, but a vivid Imagination i s  not re­

quired to picture the d eta ils  involved in a one-man project of 

th is  sort where a l l  the forces for long periods were overwhelmingly 

h o s tile  and victorious.

The land that now comprises th is  State Park is  one solid  

area or block bounded by straight north-south and east-west 

lin e  s . Tiaiiiini i r 3

©laiwiMiiiyifiiMSB̂̂  .................. „ i s  time passes

I hope to acquire substantial areas adjoining the present park 

in order to enlarge i t .  In a project o f th is magnitude there is

never an end, and the only obstacle to Immediate enlargement of
NATVKtli­

the Park i s  the^reluctanca of certain timber land owners to s e l l

their lands to me. For their w illingness to 3 e ll me in the past

I am grateful, and want the people o f my State to know that since
SpTh

th is  Park became a rea lity  the land owners have been ̂ friendly and 

co-operative/

The 116,288 acres now owned by the State of Maine from the 

very f ir s t  deed in 1930 to the most recent in 1945 were trans­

ferred to and accepted by the State as trustee In Trust for the 

People of Maine, notwithstanding the solemn covenants In a l l  these 

Trust Deeds certain persons for reasons best known to themselves 

but which I could never understand commenced an agitation  to upset 

these Trusts and sought to turn over to the Federal Government the 

land that had been given by me to , and accepted by the State. The 

plan behind th is  move called for the construction of roads, of 

great Mlog-eabln h otels” and similar structures! In fact to make 

i t  a tourist resort of the typical kind with f i l l in g  sta tion s, 

lunch rooms, amusement places and the trappings that go with such 

developments.

The people of Maine were aroused. Meetings were held, 

resolutions passed and the plan to nationalize th is  area was k illed .

i s  a matter of fact the whole proposition was illeg a l^
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and absurd, but plans actually  were prepared in Washington with  

a printed map of the lfMt. Katahdin National Park”, and a b i l l  

was introduced in Congress. After a while the whole matter 

quieted down and the proponents seeing the error of their ways 

voluntarily and generously came and assured me that they would, 

never take i t  up again.

The State Park has grown in stature from year to year, 

the deeds o f g if t  are carefu lly  worded so that no encroachment by 

Federal Authority i s  ever possible and Peace now reigns in the 

haunts of the bear, the moose, the deer and the wild ca t,

A distinguished Maine c itizen  who held an important Fed­

eral o f f ic e , Hon. Georfee Otis Smith, wrote as follows when he 

learned of the proposal to take th is  Park from the State and give 

i t  to  the Federal Government,

MThe heritage of Maine folks includes 
neither trust i P  betrayal nor in fer io r­
ity  complex. Yet, the recent proposal 
to convert a State Park into a National 
Park contains both a shady repudiation 
of a contractual obligation duly acknowl­
edged by Act o f Legislature and a covert 
confession of in a b ility  to manage the 
State *s own a ffa ir s . The proposed sur­
render does not f i t  the Maine character, 
and even were i t  leg a l, would surely  
f a i l  of popular endorsement. I have no 
patience with the compliant attitud e  
toward breach of trust that seems the 
fashion of the day. I would be ashamed 
of my native State i f  we considered 
that a forested peak up in Northern 
Maine could be better administered as 
a public reservation from Washington 
than frail Augusta.11

Mr. Ronald L. Gower of the Appalachian Mountain G14b, 

the authority on Katahdin, says that

,fThe f ir s t  recorded ascent of Katahdin 
was over 150 years after that of Mt• 
Washington. Consequently It was 
virtu ally  unknown, even at a time 
when the White Mountains were the 
playground of New iftgland. Due to 
the lateness o f the region in becom­
ing w ell known, the wilderness as­
pect fortunately has been preserved 
in a large measure for us even down 
to to-day. There are areas adja­
cent to the mountain which are rarely  
v is ite d , and some which have never
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been explored. The mountain *8 
wildness and iso la tio n  combined 
with i t s  natural grandeur have 
ever been the charm of Katahdln. 
True mountain lovers have for 
nearly a century repeatedly 
made their way through the sur­
rounding wilderness to rejoice  
in the obstacles that mu3t be 
surmounted in achieving various 
objectives#M

.Il l

This State Pa^k with Mt. Katahdln as i t s  dominant feature, 

stands in the center o f the northern portion o f Maine, a wild 

mountainous country, forever set aside and held in Trust by the 

State as a Public Park, Forest Reserve and Wild Life Sanctuary 

for present and future generations of Maine people.

The distance from Portland to the summit of Mt. Katahdln

is  250 m iles. There are several foot tr a ils  leading to the sum-
motor

m it, and a rough but passable,* road passes through the w esterly  

portion of the Park. A ll along the way there are grand views of 

Katahdln and the other 30 or more peaks within the Park area.

This d is tr ic t  Is typ ica l of the wild lands o f Maine. I t  has with­

in i t s  borders, lakes, swamps, beaver dams, r iv ers , mountains, 

good timber lands and burnt-over lands, meadows and boulders In 

profusion. Moose, deer, wild ca ts , bears, foxes and a l l  the small­

er animals and birds abound th erein . A ll these creatures are safe 

from the hunters and the sound of the axe and of fa ll in g  trees 

never w ill echo through these fo re sts .

Katahdln always should and must remain the w ild storm- 

swept, untouched-by-man region i t  now is ;  that i s  i t s  great charm. 

Only small cabins for mountain climbers and those who love the 

wilderness should be allowed there, only tr a ils  for those who trav­

e l  on foot or horseback, a place where nature rules and where the 

creatures of the forest hold undisputed dominion.
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As modern c iv iliz a t io n  with i t s  tr a ile r s  and gasoline fumes, 

i t s  unsighly billboards, i t s  radio and jazz , encroaches on the Maine 

wilderness the time yet may come when only the Katahdln region remains 

undefiled by man. To acquire th is  Katahdln region for the people of 

Maine has been undertaken by me as my l i f e  1 s work, and I hope as the 

years r o l l  on that th is  State Park w il l  be enjoyed by an ever-increasing  

number of Maine people and by those who come to us from beyond our borders.

Katahdln stands above the surrounding plain unique in grandeur and 

glory. I t s  topmost peak i s  the f ir s t  point of land in a l l  the United 

States to  greet the r is in g  Sun as i t  comes up out of the great waters 

to  the Eastward.

The works o f man are short liv ed . Monuments decay, buildings crum­

ble and wealth vanishes, but Katahdln in i t s  massive grandeur w il l  forever 

remain the mountain of the people of Maine. Throughout toe ages i t  w ill 

stand as an inspiration to  the men and women of th is S ta te .



PERCIVAiLs P. BAXTER ' . 77;. : . ;, . '

PQRTbANDv MAINE •:

_ , August 10, 1967* •

Hon. Kenneth M. Curtis, Counselors,
Park Commissioners, Atty General Erwin -
and Friends;- .

You all must know how much I regret not being here 
- ■ with you to-day* I would like to tell you something of my 

lifes* work in the northern forests of our state* This is 
,a long story briefly told. I have asked Chairman Wilkins to 
read this report and give you my message* / " ~

In 1903 I first saw Kaiahdin while on a fishing' trip 
with my late father. We came to Kidney. Pond by railroad, 
tote team and on foot. It was an interesting experience. 
Commissioner Stevens had hot put his magic touch7on the; 
rook and mud of that region.

I was warned by advisors that land owners would not 
sell. Undiscouraged I first went to the most important of 
them all, the Great Northern Paper Company. At first this- 
company hesitated but my cause was good and the officials 
sensed the spirit of my project.rThis company and other 
large land owners, sold me. various areas which with other 
purchases totalled 202,000 acres*

"Beginning in 1931 to 1965 I donated all this purchased 
land to> the State of Maine and now wish to make proper acknow­
ledgement to that company and to those other owners who showed 
their fine publics spirit in selling to me. Without their 
co-operation this area could never have been purchased.



PERCIVAU, p. p A X T E i . - . ’
PORTLAND; MAINE

You are here to-day to see the three Gate Houses
and the 3.06 miles of road which I have donated to the
/ .

state. I have confidence that the State of Maine will► * . '

honor its commitment to keep this land in TRUST ihiitseatural 
natural wild state.- for Public Park, Public Forests, Public 
Recreation purposes and for the study?" and practice of 
scientific-forestry9also as a. sanctuary for wild life.

These gates will be used in the years ahead to 
protect the Park from exploitation. My particular concern 
is that this area will never be used in:any way to violate 
this TRUST I have established. These restrictions will go 
far to protect it.

The responsibility will rest upon you Governor is: 
and those who follow you. The Park Commissioners, -Mr rWilkins, 
Mr. Speers and Mr. Erwin will share this? responsibility with 
you.

To emphasize the spirit of the' Park I suggest tha
following few lines which came to me while walking the trails
of this vast wilderness.

Man is Born to Die, His Works are Short Lived - 
Buildings Crumble, Monuments Decay, Wealth Yanishes- 
But Katahdin in All its Glory- Forever shall remain 
The Mountain of the People of Maine.

Respectfully*



•PERCIN/AL P. B A X T E R
P O R T LA N D , M AIN E A u g u st 1 0 , 1 9 6 7 .

( ■ Hon. Austin H. Wilkins,
Forest Commissioner, • •
State House, - *' / . • •
Augusta, Maine. .

- Dear Austin:- .
. The enclosed letter is for you to read at the Park

exercises on August 17th. As I suggested to you please read
this in a. strong,,'loud voice as I- want them all to hear it .

It would be well if you would make a dopy of this
; and send to some of the..newspapers- Bangor News, Portland

Press Herald and* any others that you feel would like to
have it.

(

B/c
Enco
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Part 5: National Park Controversy Correspondence

OVERVIEW

Percival P. Baxter (1876-1969) donated the collection of Ms personal papers to the Maine State Library in Augusta. 
The Baxter Collection was received by the library in February 1971 and catalogued during 1971 and 1972.1 The col­
lection is vast and includes general correspondence and related papers, 28 bound scrapbooks (separately indexed), 
four bound volumes of speeches, and various miscellaneous items including maps.

Baxter was a prodigious correspondent and nowhere is this more evident than in Ms half-century quest to establish 
and develop a state park at Katahdin. The single most valuable component of the Baxter Collection for ascertaining 
Ms vision for Baxter State Park is Ms correspondence that can be found in 134 subject-related folders. TMs corre­
spondence relating to Katahdin and Baxter State Park (BSP) will be focal point o f the Volume IV in this annotated 
compilation. A template has been developed for organizing that correspondence, i.e., Baxter State Park Mstory, 
administration, facilities and wilderness values.

However, there is a single subject in  his park-related correspondence that warrants separate treatment, namely that of 
the national park controversy of the 1930s. The volume and intensity of Ms correspondence on that issue, as well as 
the public policy implications thereof, warrant independent examination. If the National Park Service (NPS) had been 
successful in either acquiring land contiguous to Katahdin or taking over BSP as a portion of a larger area to be made 
into a national park, the park as w e now know it would not exist.2

BACKGROUND

By the 1890s a forest conservation movement in the Maine forest emerged in response to the paper industry’s con­
solidation of landholdings. According to John Hakola “events on the national level, particularly the conservation 
work carried on during the administration of Theodore Roosevelt, . . . helped to publicize the forest resources of 
Maine and to spur local action.”3 Congressman Frank E. Guernsey of Dover-Foxcroft led efforts during 1910 -  1916 
to create either a forest reserve or national park at Katahdin. A 1913 resolution of the Maine Legislature supported 
Guernsey’s congressional initiatives.4 However, it was not until Percival P. Baxter returned to the state legislature in 
19175, that he spearheaded efforts to preserve Mt. Katahdin and surrounding areas. Even at this early point in his 
political career, Baxter was a critic of the expansion of federal power and preferred acquisition by the state.

Although Baxter’s efforts, both as a legislator and Governor, to create a state park at Katahdin were unsuccessful, 
there was a very propitious action taken by the legislature in 1919 that would eventually help facilitate Baxter’s deeding

1 See Guide to the Use of the Percival Proctor Baxter Collection, Maine State Library, 1972. It is attached as an 
appendix to Volume I: Deeds o f Trust and Judicial Opinions.
2 Neither the annotator nor The Friends of Baxter State is suggesting any relationship between these events of 
1930s and current efforts to create a national park in the north Maine woods.
3 John W. Hakola, Legacy of a Lifetime: the Story o f Baxter State Park, p. 48.
4 Guernsey’s unsuccessful congressional initiatives are recounted by Hakola, ibid., pp. 49-50.
5 Baxter had previously served a terms in the House of Representatives (1905-1906) and Senate (1909-1910).
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of land to the State. That year Baxter’s bill proposing a “Mount Katahdin Centennial Park” commemorating Maine’s 
Statehood (1820-1920) was defeated; however, a substitute measure6 created a mechanism whereby the forest com­
missioner, with the advice and consent of the Governor and Council, could accept gifts for the establishment of state 
parks and forest. That enabling statute was used as the means for the state’s acceptance of Baxter’s 1931 deed of gift 
of nearly 6,000 acres that included Mt. Katahdin.

Election results in 1932 complicated the situation for former Governor Baxter. With Democratic administrations in 
power in both Augusta (Governor Louis J. Brann) and Washington, D.C. (President Franklin D. Roosevelt) there was 
renewed interest in creating a national park at Katahdin. Furthermore, Governor Brann was an ex-officio member of 
the newly created Baxter State Park Commission. Despite Baxter’s aversion to federal interference, he accepted the 
assistance of what was to become the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC), which set up a camp in the Millinocket 
area. Neil Rolde, the author of The Baxters of Maine: Downeast Visionaries, attributed this cooperative attitude with 
federal officials to Baxter’s smart political acumen.7 The State Park Division of the NPS, U.S. Department of the 
Interior, coordinated the work of the CCC in the Katahdin area.

In 1934 the NPS undertook an exhaustive study of the recreational development of the Mount Katahdin region. The 
final report entitled, “A Report on the Recreational Development, Mount Katahdin Region, Millinocket, Maine,” was 
completed in April of 1935. It rekindled the debate over the creation of a national park at Katahdin. As Hakola stat­
ed, “[a]long the way, the National Park Service became deeply involved in plans for the creation of a second nation­
al park in Maine.”8

The annotations that follow are based exclusively on documents from the Baxter Collection at the State Library in 
Augusta and the Office of the Attorney General. They don’t deal with earlier attempts to have a federal presence at 
Katahdin. Those interested in a more detailed treatment of the national park issue should examine Chapter II “The 
Drive to Create a Park at Katahdin” and Chapter VI “The National Park Controversy” in John Hakola’s Legacy o f a 
Lifetime.

Percival P. Baxter was a relentless correspondent. No other subject matter in his correspondence reveals these qual­
ities more clearly than his lobbying efforts beginning in the spring of 1937 to head-off a congressional initiative to 
create a national park at Katahdin. As the attached correspondence reveals, he purposefully used every means at his 
disposal to influence governmental officials, environmental groups, and corporate landowners, with whom he was 
negotiating additional purchases, to defeat the national park proposal that had been introduced by Congressman 
Ralph Owen Brewster of Dexter.

The one hundred plus documents reproduced herein, consisting principally of correspondence between Baxter and 
the aforementioned officials, were written between 1935 and 1952. The documents are organized chronologically and 
should be read in their entirety so as to gain the full impact of his dogged determination to protect the integrity of the 
newly established park and the land that he was negotiating to purchase. The reader may use the annotator’s refer­
ence to the dates of individual documents to locate key items of interest. Interspersed among the Baxter correspon­
dence one will find additional documents. They include, among others, the NPS’s recreational development plan for 
the Katahdin region; Ralph O. Brewster’s proposed congressional legislation; and advocacy pieces by Myron H. 
Avery for the Appalachian Trail Conference and Ronald L. Gower for the Appalachian Mountain Club .

Although these documents in their aggregate are quite substantial, there invariably are other items pertaining to the 
national government’s interest in Katahdin that are not included here. One should examine, in particular, Hakola’s 
Chapters V, “The First Decade: The 1930s”, and the aforementioned Chapter VI for references to these additional 
sources. Nevertheless, this compilation, however incomplete, gives the reader a remarkably clear picture of Governor 
Baxter’s efforts to resist this serious threat to his newly established park at Katahdin. While the bulk of the documents

6 “An Act to provide for the acceptance by the State of gifts of land and for the establishment of a State park and 
forest within the State of Maine,” Public Laws of Maine, 1919, Chap. 166.
7 Neil Rolde, The Baxters o f Maine: Downeast Visionaries, p. 251.
8 Hakola, op. cit., p. 129.
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are from 1937, the controversy lingered on for several years before Percival R Baxter could say with confidence that 
that the park service had given up its plan to take over BSP. The compilation ends with poignant correspondence 
between Baxter and Attorney Ralph W. Ferris in the midst of the 1952 Republican Senate primary campaign in which 
Ralph Owen Brewster was seeking re-election to his U. S. Senate seat.

ANNOTATIONS

The initial documents pertain to the 1935 report on recreational development of the Mount Katahdin region that was 
prepared under the auspices of the National Park Service, U. S. Department of the Interior. The project manager was 
Arthur C. Sylvester of the State Park Division. Sylvester sent the report to Governor Baxter on 16 May 1935 with a 
cover letter in  which he alluded to progress in establishing conservation camps in the Katahdin area. The report’s var­
ious components, including maps and architectural sketches, warrant careful attention for they reveal not only the 
scope of the planned development, but also recount the CCC projects completed in 1934 and those planned for 1935. 
The general scheme for developing the Katahdin region, according to the report “should consist of motor roads skirt­
ing the base of the mountain for entrance, foot and horse trails for penetrating the interior, and adequate accommo­
dations at studied locations.”9 Ambitious features included a motor road through the valley between Katahdin and 
Turner mountains; a horse trail from Katahdin Stream up the valley between Barren Mountain and The Owl to the 
Northwest Plateau; and a lodge at Basin Ponds, just outside the existing park boundary. Sylvester’s description of the 
development of the Basin Ponds site included the following:

The promontory which lies between the two Basin Ponds is an ideal and unique location for a large lodge 
and cabin development for the accommodation of visitors. This development will help to decentralize the 
traffic which is becoming congested at Chimney Pond. The North Basin Bond can be used as a water sup­
ply and the South Basin Pond for recreational purposes. There is ample space to construct many individual 
cabins on the shores of the South Basin Pond. The lodge should be connected with the Roaring Brook 
Terminal and Chimney Pond, by tote-road for transporting supplies, and by foot trails for the use of visitors. 
A horse trail should be located from the lodge to connect with the proposed one from Roaring Brook lead­
ing up to the tableland.10

It is important to recognize that while this report was prepared under the auspices of the NPS, it did not recommend 
the creation o f a national park. Rather it foresaw supervision of a recreational area by state officials whose responsi­
bilities would be similar to those of national park rangers. Cost of operation and maintenance were to be in large 
measure offset by user fees. However, the development of the region was to be federally funded and the labor pro­
vided by the CCC.

Examination of the work completed under the auspices of the National Park conservation camps in 1934 reveals 
many improvements. These included improvements to the Sourdnahunk-Millinocket tote road, the Katahdin Stream 
campground, and the Hunt Trail, including the log footbridge constructed across Katahdin Stream approximately one 
mile from the campground.

The 1935 work program included a series of proposed improvements on the eastern side of Katahdin, including the 
extension of the Togue Pond road to Roaring Brook where a campground was to be established. It also included a 
number of ambitious projects that never were carried out. They included a tote road from Roaring Brook to Chimney 
Pond, via the Basin Ponds. This road was to be used for the transportation of supplies and “possibly passengers by 
buck-board.” Once the tote road was completed to the Basin Ponds, site work could begin for the cabins and lodge 
that were to be constructed the following year. Finally, a horse trail was proposed that would ascend from the Basin 
Ponds to the tableland just north of the monument line that formed the northern boundary of BSP.

As one sees in Baxter’s letter of 5 August 1936 to Governor Louis J. Brann, work was progressing on the east side 
of Katahdin, but on a more modest scale than had been proposed the preceding April. The CCC’s efforts out of

9 Report on General Policy, p. 4, in U.S. Department of the Interior, A Report on the Recreational Development, 
Mount Katahdin Region, Millinocket, Maine (April 15, 1935).
10 Ibid., p. 8.
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Millinocket were focused on the Roaring Brook -  Chimney Pond trail maintenance and the construction of shelters 
at Chimney Pond. Baxter seemed comfortable in asking Governor Brann for $200 for “nails and hardware” to sup­
plement the in kind services provided by the forest commissioner.11

However, Governor Baxter’s letter of 15 August 1936 to Dr. E. A. Pritchard, an Associate Recreation Planner at the 
NPS, had a markedly different tone with respect to the federal government’s ambitions for the Katahdin area. During 
a visit to Maine, Pritchard had asked Baxter his views about either the NPS acquiring land contiguous to Katahdin 
or taking over BSP as a portion of a larger area to be made into a national park. In no uncertain terms, Baxter reject­
ed both notions and told Pritchard, “[i]f your Park Service wants a National Park in Maine there is available much 
land and many lakes and streams in Washington and other counties, with no State Park to restrict and limit your pur­
chases.” Baxter concluded by saying: “Do allow me, with the assistance of old ‘Father Time’, to handle this matter 
as I have planned, for what has been accomplished here has been done only after a long and tiresome contest, 
absolutely single-handed and in the face of abuse and bitterness that you would not believe possible where a man 
merely was trying to do something worthwhile for his Native State.” 12

The 15 January 1937 letter from Baxter to the newly inaugurated Governor Louis O. Barrows marked a dramatic 
turning point in the controversy. In this letter Baxter shares comments he had received the previous day from Myron 
H. Avery, Chairman of the Board of the Appalachian Trail Conference, regarding conditions at Katahdin. Avery, a 
native of Lubec, decried the lack of adequate supervision within BSP and called for state appropriations to remedy 
the situation. Avery described conditions at Chimney Pond as being “short of chaotic” and that the “seeming laissez 
faire policy is bound to produce — and has already produced -  consequences which are close to irreparable.”13 Baxter 
asked the Governor for a $2,000 appropriation to be used by the park commission to employ caretakers on the east­
ern and western sides of the mountain and also provide for additional camping shelters. Little did Baxter know when 
be departed for a late winter European vacation that a budgetary crisis in Augusta would result in the rejection of his 
modest request.14

An even more damaging development during Baxter’s overseas trip was the introduction of legislation by 
Representative Ralph O. Brewster to create a Katahdin National Park.15 The enabling legislation provided a ten-year 
window whereby the U. S. could secure these lands from public or private donations. The legislation prohibited the 
purchase of land with public funds. A literal firestorm ensued upon the former governor’s return and for the next year 
his correspondence was devoted almost entirely to lobbying efforts to defeat the legislation.

Maine’s U.S. Senators, Frederick Hale and Wallace H. White, Jr. were quickly enlisted in the fight against the 
Brewster proposal.16 Baxter received a letter from Brewster on 14 April 37 in which the congressman stated, some­
what disingenuously, tha t “I did not realize you were returning so soon or I should have been happy to defer

11 In a letter of 7 September 1933 to Governor Brann, several years before the national park controversy surfaced, 
Baxter applauded the C C C ’s road work and said it would be of permanent advantage to the State. He also request­
ed more equipment from the Governor: “The two motor shovels you sent proved of great help and are eating their 
way through the rocks and stumps. . . . In order that these shovels be used to the greatest advantage, four additional 
dump trucks are needed. They also need a compressor drill with 100 ft. of hose to be used with the drill, and a man 
to operate it who understands its mechanism.”
12 Baxter letter of 15 August 1936 to Dr. E. A. Pritchard.
13 Baxter letter of 15 January 1937 to Governor Louis O. Barrows.
14 Baxter refers to the legislative rejection of the appropriation in letters to Acting Director A. E. Demaray, NPS, 
Department of Interior, 15 May 1937, and Governor Barrows, 21 May 1937.
15 H. R. 5864, 75th Congress, l sl Session (March 23, 1937).The legislation was superceded by H. R. 6599, 75lh 
Congress, 1st Session (April 22, 1937). The new legislation had slightly different boundaries than its predecessor. 
Hakola reported that the planned park encompassed all or parts of sixteen townships, that is, a total of approxi­
mately 400,000 acres (Legacy of a Lifetime, p. 146). A letter of 15 December 1937 from A. E. Demaray, Acting 
Director of the National Park Service, to Robert Sterling Yard of The Wilderness Society referred to the discrepan­
cies in the boundary lines of the two Brewster bills.
16 See, for instance, Baxter letter 8 April 1937 to both Senators. There are numerous other letters exchanged with 
both Senators over the course of the next year.
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introduction of legislation here until opportunity for a conference.”17 In his reply of 16 April 1937, Baxter said he 
was disturbed by the national park proposal, but graciously stated, “[o]f course when you introduced your bill you 
were not aware of my plans and of the establishment of a definite Trust in regard to the Mountain.”18 It was not, how­
ever, until Brewster’s follow up letter of 19 April 1937 that the implicit nexus between the Appalachian Trail 
Conference’s concerns, as expressed earlier in the year by Avery, and the enabling legislation surfaced. Brewster 
spoke to the “increasing influx of visitors incident to recent developments” and stated that the NFS was more appro­
priately suited than the state to provide proper protection and development of the Katahdin region.19

Baxter was quick to confide in his nephew, John L. Baxter of Brunswick. In a precautionary letter of 14 April 1937, 
he entrusted Ms nephew with relevant correspondence. He stated: “NotMng has disturbed me for a long time as much 
as tMs and although I feel confident that wMle I am alive and well notMng can be done, of course something might 
happen to me and then Brewster might accomplish his purpose.” Governor Baxter attributed Brewster’s motives as 
“first to injure me and second to get some political advantage by being instrumental in having a National Park in 
Maine.” 20

In an interview with the Portland Press Herald on 3 May 1973, Baxter went public with his objections to the 
Brewster “national park” proposal. In the very strongly worded interview Baxter stated:

Katahdin should and must always remain the wild, storm-swept, untouched-by-man region it now it; that is 
its great charm. Only small cabins for mountain climbers should be allowed there, only trails for those who 
travel on foot or on horseback, a place where nature rules and where the creatures of the forest hold undis­
puted dominion. As modem civilization with its trailers and hot dog stands, its radio and jazz, encroaches 
on the Maine wilderness, the time yet may come when only the Katahdin region remains undefiled by man.21

It was not long before surrogates began speaking for the two principals. Brewster used his Extension of Remarks 
privilege in the Congressional Record on June 9, 1937 to reprint an article by Myron H. Avery of the AppalacMan 
Trail Conference. TMs was a carefully developed advocacy piece supporting federal intervention at Katahdin, using 
the Smoky Mountain National Park as the model for ceding park land to the federal government. The very next item 
in tMs compilation of documents, The Baxter State Park in Maine, is an undated rebuttal by Ronald L. Gower, edi­
tor of the Appalachian Mountain Club’s Katahdin Guide. There was also an attachment in the form of a statement 
adopted by the Appalachian Mountain Club in May of 1937 and published in the June 1937 issue of Appalachia, its 
official publication.

One of the most interesting responses to Baxter’s pleas for support came from Dr. George Otis Smith, a Skowhegan 
resident and former head of the U.S. Geological Service. In a strongly worded letter Smith express Ms distrust of fed­
eral officials intent on intervening in the affairs of local self-government. More pointedly with respect to Brewster, 
Smith stated:

It has been difficult for me to believe that the suggestion could be made seriously, much less formalized into 
a Bill and sponsored in Congress by a former Governor of our State, supposedly cognizant of the State 
Legislation relation to the acceptance of the Katahdin deed of trust.22

Governor Baxter also began to exert pressure on officials within the Department of Interior, including Secretary 
Harold lekes.23 However, most of Baxter’s correspondence was with either Amo B. Cammerer, Director of National

17 Representative Ralph O. Brewster letter of 14 April 1937 to Baxter.
18 Baxter letter of 16 April 1937 to Brewster.
19 Brewster letter of 19 April 1937 to Baxter.
20 Baxter letter of 14 April 1937 to John L. Baxter.
21 “Baxter Vigorously Protests Proposal To Make Katahdin Area National Park”, Portland Press Herald, 3 May 
1937. This article was cited as extrinsic evidence in Justice Scolnik’s dissent in Nonnand et al v. Baxter State Park 
Authority, 508 A. 2d 640, 655 (1986).
22 George Otis Smith letter of 7 June 1937 to Baxter.
23 See, for example, Baxter letter of 25 May 1937 to Ickes, in wMch he invoked the support of Maine congressional 
delegation, i.e., Senators Hale and White, and Representatives James C. Oliver and Clyde H. Smith.
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Parks, or A. E. Demaray, Acting Director.24 This correspondence was quite prolific and coextensive with the NFS’s 
active interest in Katahdin. Baxter received a bit o f a reprieve from the 25 May 1937 letter from Charles West, Acting 
Secretary of the Interior, to Rep. Rene L. Derouen, Chairman of the Committee on Public Lands, House of 
Representatives. In his letter Secretary West reported that further study of the Katahdin region as an “administrative, 
biological, and recreational unit” was needed and that the department would withhold its recommendation until the 
investigation was completed. In the meantime, the Department of the Interior recommended that no further action be 
taken on H.R. 6599. West, in reply to Baxter’s 25 May 1937 letter to Secretary Ickes, reiterated the decision to delay 
the department’s recommendation on Brewster’s bill.25

Baxter also developed a very cordial relationship with Robert Sterling Yard, President and Permanent Secretary of 
The Wilderness Society in Washington, D.C. Upon learning of the society’s willingness to oppose the national park 
legislation, Baxter sent a modest check for his membership.26 Over the course of the next five years numerous letters 
were exchanged between these two men. Most noteworthy among them were those of 8 - 16 July 1937 in which they 
shared strategies on how best to deal with the NPS’s ambitions. Yard shared knowledge of the inner working of the 
NFS with Governor Baxter:

The expansion group, now in the saddle, is most expectant of acquiring Katahdin, but nothing has been said 
or done yet openly. These men are active opportunists, keen to rival the Forest Service in influence, even in 
size of appropriations, and ready to jum p with encouragement. The state situation as you describe it, if 
brought to their attention in some official way which may appear incidental, will kill the alertness that now 
inspires them .27

There was another exchange of significance during 4 -10 October 1937. In the initial letter, Yard reported, rather omi­
nously that the NPS’s forthcoming report on Katahdin would recommend the taking of the whole mountain as a 
national park. Yard went on to say that a well organized, in-state campaign must be mounted if the NPS is to be head­
ed  off. Baxter confidently responded that the state legislature would never violate the deeds of trust during his life­
time, and that he came from a “long lived family.” Yard replied, that “[o]ther fights like it have been lost largely 
because no one of eminence in the home state had the interest or the nerve to stand out against political shouting for 
state income at national expense.”28 Yard attached a copy of a report on Katahdin he had written for the Wilderness 
News, a publication of The Wilderness Society.29

The surrogates of Baxter and Brewster remained active during late 1937 and early 1938. Myron H. Avery continued 
his advocacy on behalf of the Brewster legislation in the October issue of Nature Magazine. The article, “Katahdin 
and Its Country,” was accompanied by an editorial supporting the creation of the national park at Katahdin.30 Ronald

24 See, for example, Baxter letter to 26 April 1937 to Cammerer and Demaray reply of 5 May 1937 in which he 
described the differing strategies used by the NPS to establish parks in the West (purchase with public funds) and 
East (public and private donations to the federal government). Baxter used his letter of 15 May 1937 to Demarary 
as an opportunity to respond to Avery’s concerns and the failed $2,000 appropriation. Baxter stated: “The failure of 
a  small appropriation gives a trifling reason to advance for the Sovereign State of Maine to surrender its ownership 
o f  its grandest mountain.”
25 West letter of 7 June 1937 to Baxter. Acting Director Demaray reported in a letter of 28 September 1937 to 
Baxter that the comprehensive field survey had been completed and that a final report would be forthcoming. As 
late as 14 December 1937 Assistant Secretary Oscar L. Chapman, Department of the Interior, wrote Baxter that it 
is impossible to forecast the substance of department’s report to the Public Lands Committee of the House of 
Representatives. No final report, if ever written, could be found in the documents available to the annotator.
26 Baxter letter of 27 May 1937 to Yard.
27 Yard letter of 16 July 1937 to Baxter.
28 Yard letter of 4 October 1937 to Baxter, Baxter letter of 6 October 1937 to Yard, and Yard letter of 12 October 
1937 to Baxter.
29 Excerpts from the report, pp. 5-8, appear in this compilation immediately after Yard’s letter of 12 October 1937 
to Baxter. The origins of Avery’s cooperation with the NPS were described by Robert Sterling Yard in a letter of 21 
December 1937 to Governor Baxter.
30 These two items can be found as the last entries during the month of October 1937.
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L. Gower, for Ms part, wrote an article in the 24 April 1938 issue o f the Portland Sunday Telegram and Press Herald31 
that Governor Baxter sent to Demaray on 28 April 1938 and others including Robert Marshall of the U. S. Forest 
Service. Marshall, a leading conservationist, responded to Baxter in a letter dated, 18 May 1938, in which he stated:

I should like to take this opportunity to express my appreciation for the marvelous public spirit which you 
have shown in giving this glorious area to the people o f Maine to be kept in a wild condition. It is a great 
contribution to the cause of wilderness. I climbed Mt. Katahdin in 1932 and remember vividly the grand 
spectacle looking northwest from its summit toward what is the largest forest area in the United States with­
out any roads in it.32

Baxter sought further assurances from the NFS that it had abandoned the idea of a national park at Katahdin. In the 
waning days o f  the 75th Congress, Baxter wrote NFS Director Cammerer asking if he were “correctly informed that 
when a Bill is introduced into Congress and no action is taken on it that the Bill automatically dies at final adjourn­
ment and that it  is necessary to introduce a new Bill if the subject is to be revived at the next Congress?”33

The legislation was never reintroduced in subsequent Congresses. By 25 November 1939 Baxter in a letter to Robert 
Sterling Yard, hand-marked “confidential,” stated that he was “confident that the proposed nationalization of 
Katahdin had been abandoned.”34 Baxter reported that he had received assurances from Congressman Brewster that 
he had no intentions of pursuing the matter. Several years later, in a letter to William A. Whitcomb, President of the 
Great Northern Paper Company, Baxter stated “[i]n all modesty I can say that had it not been for my opposition, 
Brewster’s bill would have become law.”35 Never passing up an opportunity to purchase additional land, Baxter told 
Whitcomb that he had already had five townships and that he would like to have 10,000 more acres in T2 R9 to con­
trol the approaches to the park. It would not be until 1963 that Baxter deeded 7,764 acres in T2 R9 that he had 
acquired from GNP to the state. That would be his last gift of land for BSP.

This compilation of documents concludes with an exchange of letters between Baxter and Ralph W. Ferris in the 
midst of the 1952 Republican Senate primary campaign in which Ralph O. Brewster was seeking re-election to the 
U. S. Senate. A t Baxter’s insistence, Ferris agreed not to raise in the midst of the campaign the Senator’s role in pro­
posing a national park at Katahdin. Governor Baxter explained his reasons for such a request:

It is now fifteen years since Senator Brewster, then a Representative, introduced the Bill for the establish­
ment o f this Park. In view of his having made complete amends and of his having assured me that he would 
withdraw the Bill and would never take any further action to interfere with Baxter State Park, it would seem 
unwise and unfair to bring the matter into the present political campaign.36

Senator Brewster lost the primary to Governor Frederick G. Payne, who went on to win the U. S. Senate seat in the 
general election.

31 This newspaper article is not included in this compilation.
32 Robert Marshall letter of 18 May 1938 to Baxter.
33 Baxter letter o f  6 July 1938 to Cammerer.
34 Baxter letter o f  25 November 1939 to Yard.
35 Baxter letter o f  27 January 1944 to William A. Whitcomb.
36 Baxter letter o f  6 May 1952 to Ralph W. Ferris.
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U N I T E D  S T A T E S

DEPA RTM EN T O F TH E IN T ER IO R  
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

STATE PARK DIVISION

18 B oston and Maine RR B ldg. 
Concord, New Hampshire 
May 16, 1936

Mr. P e rc iv a l  P . B axter 
P o r tla n d , Maine

Dear Mr. B ax te r,

I t  i s  w ith  p le a su re  th a t  I  am p re s e n tin g  you w ith  a copy 
o f th e  Mount K atahdin  R eport which has r e c e n tly  been p re -  
p a re d .

The c o n se rv a tio n  camps a re  b e in g  e s ta b lis h e d  as r a p id ly  
as p o s s ib le  and i t  i s  expected  th a t  th e  new K atahdin 
camp w i l l  move in  during  th e  n e x t few w eeks. This 
camp as you know w i l l  be lo c a te d  in  th e  v ic in i ty  o f th e  
Old Depot Camp beyond Windey P i tc h .

P ro fe s s o r  Hamblin of Harvard U n iv e r s i ty , School o f  Land­
scape A rc h ite c tu re ,  i s  anxious to  clim b K atahdin th i s  
S p ring  t o  see and photograph th e  a lp in e  p la n ts  in  bloom.
I  a ls o  w ish  to  v i s i t  K atahdin th i s  S p rin g  and we may 
make th e  t r i p  to -g e th e r  over Memorial Day week-end.

A rthur C. S y lv e s te r  
P ro je c t  Manager
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GENERAL POLICY POR THE HLCSEATIONaL DEVELOPMENT

OF THE
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Mount K atahdin# which tow ers m a je s t ic a l ly  

above th e  numerous la k e s  end stream s# Im pressive 

mountains# and seem ingly  en d le ss  f o r e s t s  o f  th e  

Maine w ilderness#  o f fe rs #  w ith o u t exception#  th e  

moat In s p ir a t io n a l#  sp e c ta c u la r#  and b e a u t i f u l  

mountain scenery  e a s t  o f  th e  Rocky M ountains*

T his m assive g r a n i te  m o n o lith  was carved  ce n te r*  

l e s  ago In to  i t s  p re s e n t form  by t i t a n i c  fo rc e s  

o f  n a tu re  which have l e f t  beh ind  a  v a s t  museum 

f o r  th e  g eo lo g is t#  b o ta n i s t  and en to m o lo g is t i n  

th e  f o r a  o f g l a c i a l  e r r a t i c s #  a r t l c  f lo ra #  and 

In s e c t  l i f e #  I t  i s  & p layground  o f  th e  h ig h e s t  

order# c o n tr ib u tin g  n o t on ly  o p p o r tu n it ie s  o f  

in s p i r a t io n a l  and e d u c a tio n a l value# b u t a ls o  

ex cep tio n a l o p p o r tu n i t ie s  f o r  o u tdoo r re c re a tio n *

The K atahdin  r e g io n  i s  r i c h  i n  h is to ry #  

legend  and t r a d i t io n #  developed  by th o se  who have 

preceded  u s; th e  In d ian #  th a t  rom an tic  f ig u re  

th e  o ld -tim e  lum ber jack#  and men such  as Turner# 

Thoreau# Keep and numerous o th e rs  who have l o f t  

t h e i r  name8 behind# I t  has long  been n a t io n a l ly



2 «

famous f o r  l t d  p o e r le a a  canoe t r i p s ,  abundance o f  

w ild  U f a  and v a s t  f o r e s t s ,  i t  l a  a r e g io n  w ith  

a marked p e r s o n a l i ty  o f  I t s  own, and because o f

I t s  e x tra o rd in a ry  sc e n ic  b eau ty  and o p p o r tu n it ie s  

f o r  n a tu re  ed u ca tio n  and a c t iv e  r e c r e a t io n ,  

should  be s e t  a s id e  and p ro te c te d  f o r  th e  uae and

enjoyment o f  th e  peop le  f o r  a l l  tim e*
?

I n  1931 ax-goveroor p e r c lv a i  p , B ax ter p re ­

sen ted  to  th e  S ta te  o f  Maine th e  p r e s e n t  B ax te r 

S ta te  p a rk  o f  5 ,960  a c r e s ,  T h is g i f t  was made 

w ith  th e  ex p ress  c o n d itio n  th a t  i t  " s h a l l  f o re v e r  

be u sed  f o r  p u b lic  p a rk  and r e c r e a t io n a l  p u r­

p o se s , s h a l l  f o re v e r  be l e f t  In  th e  n a tu r a l  w ild  

s t a t e ,  s h a l l  f o re v e r  be k e p t a s  a  sa n c tu a ry  f o r  

w ild  b e a s ts  and b i r d s ,  t h a t  no ro ad s  o r  ways f o r  

motor v e h ic le s  s h a l l  h e r e a f t e r  e v e r  be c o n s tru c te d  

th e r e in  o r  th e re o n ,"  f o r tu n a te ly  t h i s  t r a c t  In ­

c ludes th e  g r e a te r  p o r tio n  o f Mount K utahdin and 

th e  m ajor a re a s  o f  g r e a t e s t  s c e n ic  b e a u ty . How­

ev e r, moat of th e  p re s e n t park  I s  above tim ber 

l in o  and  a c tu a l ly  l i t t l e  in h a b ite d  by w ild  l i f e .

I n  o rd e r  to  In c lu d e  th e  e n t i r e  m ounta in , o th e r  

d e s i r a b le  m ountains, la k e s ,  stream s and f o r e s t s  

f o r  th e  c o n se rv a tio n  o f w ild  l i f e ,  and to  o f f e r  

p r o te c t io n  a g a in s t  ad v e rse  types o f  occupancy,



to  c o n tro l  ro a d s , t r a i l s ,  cam p site s , s t r u c t u r e s ,  

e t c , ,  I t  i s  o f  param ount im portance t h a t  a d d i­

t io n a l  la n d s  be acqu ired*  The lan d s  w hich sh o u ld  

be a c q u ire d  to  p r o te c t  and enhance th e  p re s e n t 

p a rk  and th e  r e c r e a t io n a l  f a c i l i t i e s  a lre ad y  e s ­

ta b l is h e d  a re  l a r g e ly  th o se  o f  Township 3 , Range 

9 ; Township 3 , Range 10j Township 4 , Range 9 j 

and Township 4 , Range 10* The g r e a te r  p o r t io n  

o f  t h i s  a re a  h a s  been c u t ov er f o r  tim b e r , bu rned  

over by f o r e s t  f i r e ,  o r  i s  m ountainous, being  

w ith o u t tim b er o r  im p ra c tic a b le  to  o p era te*  At 

th e  p re s e n t  tim e lum ber companies a re  o p e ra tin g  

th e  w e ll- tim b e re d  a r e a s ,  and i t  i s  e s tim a ted  

th a t  a l l  m ark e tab le  tim b er w i l l  have been r e ­

moved w ith in  a  p e r io d  o f f iv e  years*  These la n d s  

d e s i r a b le  f o r  a c q u is i t io n  sh o u ld  bo in v e s t ig a te d  

by th e  B ax te r Park  Commission, and an  a tte m p t 

made to  a o q u lre  them as r a p id ly  as p o s s ib le ,  

e i t h e r  by g i f t  o r  by p u rch ase ,

Henry D avid Thoraau v i s i t e d  K atahdin  i n  

th e  y e a r  1843 by ascen d in g  th e  West Branch of 
th e  Penobscot R iv e r  by b a te a u  to  th e  mouth of th e  

Abol s tream  a  few  m ile s  so u th  o f  th e  mountain* 

From th e  Abol S tream  he fo ro e d  h is  way on f o o t  

northw ard  to  th e  summit* s in c e  th a t  d a te  t r a i l s  

and roads have been g ra d u a l ly  developed u n t i l  

today a f a i r l y  com plete t r a i l  system  has been
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e s ta b l i s h e d ,  and I t  i s  p o s s ib le  to  d r iv e  an a u to -  

M obile to  v i t h i n  a  s h o r t  d is ta n c e  o f  th e  m ountain.

The M illlno o k e t-so u rd n ah u n k  ro a d  was opened to  

Autom obiles i n  1934 and hundreds o f  v i s i t o r s  p assed  

o v er i t ,  r e g a rd le s s  o f  i t s  rough cond itio n *  Be­

cause ro ad s a r e  r a p id ly  b e ing  c o n s tru c te d  and a re  con* 

ae q u en tly  r a p id ly  changing th e  a sp e c t o f  the  r e ­

g io n , i t  i s  in d is p e n sa b le  t h a t  accommodations be 

developed  to  c a re  f o r  th e  in c re a s in g  number o f 

to u r is te *

The K atahdin  Region shou ld  be developed so  

t h a t  an n u a lly  thousands o f  v i s i t o r s  w i l l  be a b le  

to  en jo y  th e  b e n e f i t s  o f  ou tdoor l i f e  and con­

t a c t s  v l t h  n a tu re *  The g e n e ra l  scheme should  

c o n s is t  o f  m otor ro ad s  s k i r t i n g  th e  base  o f  th e  

m ountain  f o r  e n tra n c e , f o o t  and h o rse  t r a i l s  f o r  

p e n e tr a t in g  th e  i n t e r i o r ,  and adequate  accommo­

d a tio n s  a t  s tu d ie d  lo e a tlo n s *  The n a tu ra l  w ild  

s t a t e  o f  th e  co u n try  sh o u ld  be d is tu rb e d  w ith  

on ly  such  ro a d s , t r a i l s ,  s t r u c tu r e s ,  e t  c e te r a ,  

as  a r e  a b s o lu te ly  e s s e n t i a l  f o r  th e  com fort and 

s e c u r i ty  o f  i t s  v i s i t o r s *  The roads should  be 

lo c a te d  to  avo id  g ra d e s , unnecessary  co n s tru c ­

t io n ,  and to  tak e  f u l l  advan tage o f views* They 

shou ld  be p a r k - l ik e  in  c h a ra o te r ,  be ing  c a re fu l  

to  p r o te c t  th e  t r e e s  and ground cover a t  th e  

s id e s*  i n  a p e o ia l p la c e s  to te - ro a d s  a re  p r e f e r -



a b io  to  au tom obile  roads*  T ra i l*  sh o u ld  g iv e  

a s s e s s  to  p o in ts  o f  I n t e r e s t ,  p o in ts  o f  ln te n -  

o ivo  u s e ,  and a d ja c e n t a r e a s ,  They shou ld  bo 

a d e q u a te ly  c le a re d , marked and signed*  P a r t i c ­

u l a r  a t t e n t i o n  shou ld  be g iven  to  com plete work­

in g  o f  t r a i l s  on the  ta b le la n d  of th e  m ountain 

f o r  th e  a e o u r i ty  o f  t r a v e le r s  u n d er adverse  con* 

d lt io n a *  Each t r a i l  le ad in g  from  th e  autom obile 

ro ad s  sh o u ld  have a t  i t s  fo o t a p a rk in g  a re a ,

o v e rn ig h t s h e l t e r s ,  o p p o r tu n itie s  f o r  te n t in g ,
*

w ate r s u p p ly , and p ro v is io n  f o r  s a n i t a t io n .

These cam p sites  shou ld  be under th e  su p e rv is io n  

o f  com petent r a n g e r s ,  j u s t  below th e  tim ber 

l i n e  on each  t r a i l  th e re  shou ld  be a t  l e a s t  one 

s h e l t e r  n e a r  a  w ater supply  f o r  emergency p u r­

p o s e s , T here  sh ou ld  bs a t  l e a s t  one m ain re fu g e  

s h e l t e r  on  th e  ta b le la n d  n ea r one o f  th e  s p r in g s ,  

and m inor r s fu g e  s h e l te r s  in  such  p la c e s  as  th e  

n o r th w e s t B asin* A ll s t r u c tu re s  sh o u ld  be con­

s t r u c te d  o f  lo c a l  m a te r ia ls  and d es ig n ed  to  h a r­

monise w ith  th e  c h a ra c te r  o f  th e  la n d sc a p e .

Areas f o r  in te n s iv e  use should  be l im i te d  and a 

l i b e r a l  p o r t io n  o f  the  reg io n  l e f t  com plete ly  

u n d is tu rb e d . A ll  r e c r e a t io n a l  f a c i l i t i e s  should  

be developed  from a w ell-conceived  p la n  p rep ared  

by com petent a d v is o r s .

The Togue pond road  should  be co n tin u ed  to



Roaring Brook* At th i a  p o in t a te rm in a l should  

ba as ta b l ls h e d  w ith  p ark in g  a ra a  and g a r ago w ith  

a t  or ago a p ac t*  G aso lin e  and o th e r  motor n eces­

s i t i e s  sh ou ld  bo o f fe re d  f o r  sa le*  E v en tu a lly  a 

motor ro a d  w i l l  p ro b ab ly  be extended northw ard  

through  th e  v a l le y  between x a ta h d in  and T urner 

m ountains# ae  t h i s  i s  a  lo g ic a l  lo c a t io n  f o r  a  

ro ad  to  con n ec t w ith  thane from  th e  p a t te n  reg ion*  

A to te - ro a d  sh o u ld  be c o n s tru c te d  from th e  Roar­

in g  Brook te rm in a l t o  B asin  and chimney Ponds f o r  

th e  t r a n s p o r ta t io n  o f  su p p lie s  and p o s s ib ly  pas­

sengers*  I n  o rd e r  th a t  e ld e r ly  persons o r  th o se  

who do n o t w ish to  e x e r t  th e  neoeaeary energy

may clim b X atahdin# a  h o rse  t r a i l  should  be con-
*

e tru e  te d  up th e  e a s t  s id e  o f  th e  m ountain n ea r 

th e  Monument Line* a h o r s e t r a i l  can a l s o  be con­

s t r u c te d  from  th e  v i c i n i t y  of X atahdin s tream  

cam psite up  th e  v a l le y  between B arren  M ountain 

and The Owl to  th e  n o rth w est P la teau*

The l i m i t s  o f  th e  p re s e n t  game p re se rv e  

sh o u ld  be ex tended  to  In c lu d e  even more o f  th e  

X atahdin  Region* f i s h in g  should  be allow ed in  

th e  region# b u t w ild  b e a s ts  and b ird s  sh o u ld  be 

h u n ted  on ly  w ith  th e  camera* I t  l a  ad v isab le  a t  

some l a t e r  d a te  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  f i s h  h a tch e ry  so  

t h a t  o v e r - f is h e d  stream s and la k e s  say  be stocked*



The w ild  anim als add much to  th e  enj oyaent o f 

th e  v i s i t o r s  and an  a tte m p t sh o u ld  ho made by 

th e  ran g e rs  to  tamo d o er and b la c k  b ea r by fe e d ­

in g ,  as has boon done s u c c e s s fu l ly  i n  the  w estern  

parks*  The in tro d u c t io n  o f c a r ib o u , now e x t in c t  

i n  th e  reg ion*  would a l s o  in c re a s e  th e  i n t e r e s t  

i n  w ild  l i f e *

The e x is t in g  s p o r t in g  camps i n  th e  re g io n  

sh o u ld  co n tin u e  to  bo a o c e s s ib le  on ly  by t r a i l s  

and to te -ro a d s*  p a rk in g  a re a s  and garages should  

be lo c a te d  nearby th e  au tom obile  roads* T his p ro­

cedure  w i l l  a llow  th e se  camps to  r e t a in  th e  p r i ­

vacy  and c l i e n t e l e  t h a t  th ey  have enjoyed in  th e  

p a s t ,  and a t  th e  sane tim e p r o te c t  them from  un­

d e s i r a b le  to u r i s t s *

The C onservation  Gamp b u ild in g s  a t  th e  Fos­

te r* *  F ie ld ,  which were u sed  du ring  th e  su sn e r 

o f  1934 b u t a re  now abandoned, shou ld  be r e ­

modeled ao a s  to  se rv e  a s  a  camping u n it*  Fos­

te r*  s  F ie ld  shou ld  be developed  a ls o  as  a  te n t ­

in g  a re a  to  r e l i e v e  th e  lo a d  from  th e  oam paltee 

a l ong th e  MinliMM>lf*fe-a/inw<n*hiiwl»’ road* A ll

f u tu r e  c o n se rv a tio n  camps b u ild in g s  shou ld  be 

lo c a te d  and c o n s tru c te d  so  th a t  th ey  can ev en t­

u a l ly  be used  as camping u n its *



13 a causa o f  th e  In c re a s in g  number o f  v i s i t o r s  

to  K atah d in , and th e  alm ost a b s o lu te  la c k  o f  ac ­

commodations f o r  th e  non-camper i n  c lo se  p ro x im ity  

to  th e  mountain* i t  I s  in d isp e n sa b le  th a t  adequate  

accommodations bo e s ta b l is h e d . Those accommoda­

t io n s  shou ld  be la rg e  b u ild in g s  a long  th e  l i n e s  

o f  th e  A ppalachian M ountain Club h u ts  in  th e  w h ite  

M ountains. There shou ld  be s e p a ra te  d o rm ito rie s  

f o r  men and women and m eals se rved  by a tte n d a n ts*  

Those b u ild in g s  shou ld  be o p e ra ted  by th e  S ta te  

o r  le a s e d  by th e  s t a t e  to  com petent In d iv id u a ls  

as concessions*

The prom ontory which l i e s  between th e  two 

B asin  Ponds I s  an Id e a l  and unique lo c a t io n  f o r  

a  la r g e  lodge and cab in  development f o r  th e  ac­

commodations o f  v i s i to r s *  This developm ent w i l l  

h e lp  to  d e c e n t r a l i s e  th e  t r a f f i c  which i s  b e ­

coming congested  a t  chimney Pond* The N orth  

B asin  Bond can be used  as  a  w ater supp ly  and th e  

South B asin  pond f o r  r e c r e a t io n a l  purposes*

There I s  ample spaeo to  c o n s tru c t many In d iv id ­

u a l  cab in s  on th e  sho res o f  th e  so u th  B asin  Fond* 

The lo d g e  sh o u ld  be oonneoted w ith  idle Roaring 

Brook T erm inal and chimney Pond, by to te - ro a d  f o r  

t r a n s p o r t in g  s u p p l ie s ,  and by fo o t t r a i l s  f o r  

th e  u se  o f  v i s i to r s *  A h o rse  t r a i l  should  be



lo c a te d  from  th e  lodge to  eouneet with, th e  

proposed one frost R oaring Brook le a d in g  up to  

th e  ta b le la n d *

Chimney Pond h o ld s  the  key p o s i t io n  and l a  

th «  moat sc e n ic  p o r tio n  o f a l l  th e  K atahdln  Re­

g io n . The tremendous g ra n i te  b u t t r e s s e d  ram parts 

Of th e  G re a t B asin  a re  s im ila r  to  th o se  o f  th e  

High S ie r r a s  them selves* Because o f th e  g randeur 

Of th e  G roat B asin and i t s  a c c e s s i b i l i t y .  Chimney 

pond i s  th e  f a v o r i te  camping s i t e  f o r  K atahdln  

c lim bers*  I n  o rd e r to  r e l ie v e  th e  co n g e s tio n  and 

to  p re se rv e  th e  in te r e s t i n g  t r e e  forma and ground 

co v e r, i t  i s  a d v isa b le  t o  eneourage th e  m a jo r ity  

o f v i s i t o r s  to  a to p  o v e rn ig h t a t  B asin  ponda*

The developm ent a t  chimney Pond shou ld  be de­

s ig n ed  la r g e ly  f o r  th o se  hardy in d iv id u a ls  who 

w ish  to  cook th e i r  own m eals and s le e p  o u t i n  th e  

open o r  I n  le a n - to s*  There sh ou ld  be a  main 

b u ild in g  c o n s tru c te d  and o p e ra ted  a long  th e  l in e e  

o f  a  co u n try  s to re  o r  Hudson Bay p o s t where camp­

e r s  may purchase su p p lie s  and swap y am s in  th e  

evening* There should  be a  ra n g e r ’s c a b in  and 

s e v e ra l  in d iv id u a l  cab in s  f o r  l e s s  hardy  v is i to r s *  

numerous le a n - to s  a re  n e c e ssa ry , and th e re  should  

be groups o f  them i s o la te d  from th e  main develop­

ment f o r  th e  use  o f  boys and g i r l s *  I t  w i l l  be 

n ec e ssa ry  to  p ip e  a  w ater supply  from G le ftro ck



Pool o r  the s p r in g  nearby  Dudley*a t r a i l *  sa n ­

i t a r y  f a c i l i t i e s  shou ld  be e s ta b l i s h e d ,  and  f i r e ­

wood p rov ided  i n  o rd e r  to  conserve th e  e x i s t in g  

growth*

I t  w i l l  be p o s s ib le  to  develop  th e  K atahd ln  

Region to  a la rg e  e x te n t a long  r e c r e a t io n a l  l in e s  

during  th e  n ex t two or th ree  y e a rs  by F e d e ra l  

fu n d s, and la b o r  in  th e  f o r a  o f c o n se rv a tio n  

camps, The S ta te  should  coopera te  c lo s e ly  so  

th a t  i t  w i l l  be in  a  p o s i t io n  to  c a rry  on and 

m a in ta in  th e  r e c r e a t io n a l  work a f t e r  th e  F e d e ra l 

Government h as  com pleted i t s  work* The s t a t e  

shou ld  a lso  work c u t a  p la n  to  m a in ta in  th e  r e c ­

r e a t io n a l  f a c i l i t i e s  by c o l le c t in g  fe e s  f r o u  th e  

v is i to r s *  X t l a  im p o rtan t t h a t  lan d s  b# a c ­

q u ired  by th e  s t a t e  on which to  lo c a te  co n se rv a ­

t io n  camps# a s  th e  p ro b a b i l i ty  o f  se c u r in g  su ch  

camps i s  g r e a te r  I f  th e re  i s  s t a t e  lan d  on which 

to  lo c a te  them*

The su p e rv is io n  of th e  K atahdin Region shou ld  

be under th e  d i r e c t io n  o f  a com petent s u p e r in te n ­

den t and s e v e ra l  a s s i s t a n t s  whose d u t ie s  would bs 

s im ila r  to  th o se  o f  th e  N a tio n a l Park  r a n g e r s .  

These men shou ld  su p e rv ise  the  e n t i r e  r e g io n , en­

fo rc e  r e g u la t io n s ,  Im part in fo rm a tio n  to  v i s i t o r s ,  

and r e p re s e n t  th e  s t a t e  i n  th e  p ro te c t io n  and



enjoyment o f  i t s  g r e a t e s t  r e s o u rc e .

The la rg e r  p a r t  o f  th e  c o s t o f  o p e ra tio n  and 

m aintenance o f th e  r e c r e a t io n a l  a re a s  should  he 

borne by th e  u s e r s  o f  th e  re g io n  In  the  form  o f  

reaso n ab le  fe e s  f o r  th e  use  o f  s h e l t e r s ,  p a rk in g  

a rea s  and o th e r  r e c r e a t io n a l  f a c i l i t i e s .  The 

lodge and cab in  developm ent proposed a t  B asin  Ponds 

w i l l  produce a s iz e a b le  amount o f  rev en u e . How­

e v e r , th e re  should  be a re a s  p ro v id ed  where peop le  

may park  and camp a b s o lu te ly  f r e e  of ch a rg e . Ad­

v e rse  concessions and e x c lu s iv e  u se  le a s e s  shou ld  

n o t be p e rm itted  i n  th e  re g io n .

The K atahdin  Region i s  one o f th e  few r e ­

m aining v a s t  w ild e rn e ss  a r e a s ,  and i t  should  be 

p re se rv ed  in  i t s  n a tu r a l  w ild  s t a t e  so  t h a t  p o s­

t e r i t y  may have th e  u se  and enjoyment o f a  g r e a t  

p rim eval p a rk . However, i t  i s  In d isp en sab le  

t h a t  n ecessa ry  a d d i t io n s  and a l t e r a t i o n s  be made 

in  o rd er th a t  v i s i t o r s  may be a ssu red  o f a c c e s s , 

com fort and s e c u r i ty .  The re g io n  has rem arkab le  

p o t e n t i a l i t i e s  f o r  r e c r e a t io n ,  and i t  i s  f e a s ib le  

t h a t  i t  w i l l  become a  g r e a t  w in te r  s p o r ts  c e n te r  

s im ila r  to  th a t  o f  Mount W ashington. Today th e re  

a re  hundreds o f  v i s i t o r s ,  b u t very  s h o r t ly ,  be­

cause o f th e  new ro a d s  t h a t  a r e  making th e  cou n try  

a c c e s s ib le ,  th e re  w i l l  be thousands. The s t a t e



O f M ain* s h o u ld  stak e e v e r y  e f f o r t  t o  p r e p a r e  th e  

K a ta h d in  r e g io n  f o r  t h i s  in c r e a s e  o f  v i s i t o r s *  

an d  c o n s e q u e n t ly  b o o s t  i t s  g r e a t e s t  a s s e t *

R e s p e c tfu l ly  su b m itted ,

p r o je c t  Manager 
Land Program D iv is io n

A p r i l  15* 1955
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RATIONAL PARK CONSERVATION CAMP, MAINE SP-2

D uring  th e  S u m e r o f  1934 a N a tio n a l P ark  

C o n serv a tio n  Camp was lo c a te d  a t  F o s te r* a  F ie ld  

f o r  th e  purpose o f  im proving th e  sourdnahunk- 

M illin o o k e t ro a d  and e s ta b l i s h in g  r e c r e a t io n a l  

f a c i l i t i e s  on th e  so u th w este rn  s id e  o f  Mount 

K atah d in . The Camp was e s ta b lis h e d  on June 1 , 

1934, b u t ,  f o r  th e  fo llo w in g  two weeks p r a c t i ­

c a l ly  th e  e n t i r e  camp was engaged in  f ig h t in g  a 

d e v a s ta tin g  f o r e s t  f i r e  which burned over th o u s ­

ands o f  a c re s  o f  f o r e s t  ly in g  so u th  o f K a tah d in . 

From th e  m iddle o f  Ju n e , p ro je c ts  o f  a r e c r e a ­

t io n a l  n a tu re  w ere c a r r ie d  on u n t i l  O ctober f i f ­

te e n th , a t  w hich tim e , th e  camp re tu rn e d  to  i t s  

perm anent q u a r te rs  i n  A lf re d , M aine,

The so u rd n ah u n k -M lllln o ck e t Road was Improved 

from  A bol F ie ld  to  th e  G re e n v ille  Road by rem oving 

O b s tru c tio n s , g r a v e l l in g  th e  su rfa c e  and c le a r in g  

th e  ro ad s id e s*  A v e h ic le  b r id g e  o f lo g s  w ith  

hewn p in e  p la n k in g  was c o n s tru c te d  a c ro s s  th e  

K atahdin  s tream  and numerous e x is t in g  b rid g e s  

were re p a ire d *

At K atahd in  Stream  a cam psite was developed



to  accommodate ap p ro x im ate ly  e ig h ty  cam pers.

The cam psite c o n s is ts  of a p a rk in g  a re a  f o r  

autom obiles# s ix  ta b le s  w ith  s h e l t e r s  and f i r e *  

p laces#  te n t in g  sp aces  and fo u r  lo g  le a n to s  w ith  

f i r e p la c e s .  The cam psite  was a rran g ed  so  as to  

ta k e  the  b e s t  advantage o f  th e  space and view 

Of th e  m ounta in . A lo g  ca b in  was c o n s tru c te d  

on th e  e a s t  bank f o r  th e  u se  o f a ran g e r  whose 

d u tie s  I t  w i l l  be to  su p e rv is e  th e  cam psite# pa* 

t r o l  f o r  f i r e  p ro te c t io n  and Im part in fo rm atio n  

to  cam pers. As I t  becomes n ec e ssa ry  to  en la rg e  

th e  camping f a c i l i t i e s #  I t  w i l l  be p o s s ib le  to  

lo c a te  a d d i t io n a l  s h e l te r s  a long  th e  e a s t  s id e  

o f  th e  s tre a m . The cam psite  was equipped w ith  

l a t r i n e s  and a  w ate r su p p ly  f o r  d r in k in g  p u r­

p o se s . S ig n s were s e t  up g iv in g  th e  d is ta n c e s  

to B ax te r Park# H l l l ln o c k e t ,  G re e n v ille  and 

o th e r  p o in ts  o f  i n t e r e s t .  A ll p o s s ib le  p recau ­

t io n s  were ta k en  to  p r o te c t  th e  ground cover and 

e x is t in g  tre e s #  Includ ing#  th e  p ic tu re sq u e  w hite  

p in e  which form  a p a r t  o f th e  sk y lin e  s i lh o u e t te  

as seen  from th e  cam p site .

The la r g e  d e p re s s io n  above th e  b r id g e  caused

by th e  s p r in g  f r e s h e t s  was developed In to  a  pool 
« . 

by c o n s tru c tin g  a  lo g - c r ib  dam ac ro ss  th e  s tream .

T his p rocedure  was a p r a c t i c a l  method to  r e l ie v e

th e  u n s ig h t l in e s s  o f  th e  a r e a  and to  enhance th e



th e  cam psite  w ith  an a t t r a c t i v e  p o o l of w a te r 

deep enough f o r  b a th in g  purposes*

The A ppalachian M ountain Club or Hunt T ra i l  

was r e lo c a te d  f o r  the  d is ta n c e  o f  one m ile on th e  

w est s id e  o f  K atahd in  S tream , because o f b e t t e r  

f o o t in g ,  to  avoid  s te e p  g rad es  and to  tak e  ad­

van tag e  o f  e x c e l le n t  views a lo n g  th e  stream*

One m ile  from  th e  cam psite a lo g  fo o tb r id g e  was 

c o n s tru c te d  a c ro ss  th e  stream * J u s t  above th i s  

b r id g e  th e  t r a i l  p a sse s  by a  deep gorge and 

b e a u t i f u l  f i f t y - f o o t  w a te r fa l l*  C on tinu ing , th e  

t r a i l  p a s se s  a long  a r id g e  w ith  ex tended  views 

in to  W lth e r le  Ravine and to  Double Top and o th e r  

m ountains to  th e  southw est* A pproxim ately one 

and o n e -h a lf  m ile s  from th e  ro ad  th e  new t r a i l  

connec ts  w ith  th e  o ld  Hunt T r a i l  and con tinues 

to  th e  to p  o f th e  mountain* O ne-half m ile  

above t h i s  ju n c tio n  on th e  bank o f a sm all stream  

which c ro sse s  th e  t r a i l  a t  e le v a t io n  2,450*00, 

a  le a n to  lo g  s h e l te r  was c o n s tru c te d  f o r  emer­

gency purposes*  The Hunt T r a i l  from  K atahdin 

S tream  to  B ax ter Peak was b la z e d  and marked w ith  

w h ite  p a in t  and m e ta l m arkers as  u sed  by th e  

A ppalach ian  M ountain Club* The b la z e s  and mark­

e r s  were removed from  th e  o ld  t r a i l  on th e  e a s t  

s id e  o f  th e  K atahdin  stream * The t r a i l s  on th e  

ta b le la n d  and th e  e a s t  s id e  o f  th e  m ountain were



marked w ith  l i g h t  b lu e  p a in t  and s p e c ia l  f e a tu re s  

were d e s ig n a te d  w ith  wooden signs*  V arious f e a t ­

u re s  such  as  * ro c k s* o u ts ta n d in g  tre e s*  brook 

scenes and d i s t a n t  views were ac ce n tu a te d  by 

opening up v is ta s *

The Abol T r a i l  was r e lo c a te d  a few hundred 

y ard s to  th e  e a s t  o f  th e  o ld  c u t - o f f  to  avo id  

p ass in g  th ro u g h  a re a s  in  which th e  G reat N orth­

e rn  P aper Company have r e c e n t ly  lumbered* The 

new t r a i l  fo llo w s an a t t r a c t i v e  stream  and connects 

w ith  th e  o ld  t r a i l  approx im ately  one and o n e -h a lf  

m iles  from  th e  road* T his t r a i l  i s  s h o r te r  and 

more a t t r a c t i v e  th a n  th e  o ld  one* An autom obile 

p ark in g  spaee  was c o n s tru c te d  a t  th e  fo o t  o f th e  

t r a i l  and i t  i s  p roposed  th a t  a cam psite w ith  

s h e l te r s  be developed l a t e r  on* The t r a i l  was 

b la z e d  and marked w ith  l i g h t  b lu e  p a in t*  The 

S ew all Camp j u s t  in s id e  the  so u th e rn  boundary 

o f  the  B ax te r  S ta te  P ark  was r e p a i re d  f o r  th e  

u s e  of th e  campers* I t  i s  proposed th a t  a d d i­

t io n a l  s h e l t e r s  be added as  t h i s  lo c a t io n  i s  w e ll 

sh e lte re d *  commands e x c e l le n t  views and has a 

good w ate r supply*

I n  o rd e r  to  o b ta in  in fo rm a tio n  as  to  how many 

in d iv id u a ls  u se  th e  Hunt and Abol T ra ils *  boxes 

were p la c e d  in  conspicuous p la ce s  f o r  d ep o s itin g  

names and ad d resses*  I n  e ig h t  weeks* during



J u ly  and A ugust, 749 names re p re s e n tin g  n in e te e n  

d i f f e r e n t  s t a t e s  were d e p o s ite d  on the  Bunt T r a i l  

and 436 were d ep o s ited  on th e  Ahol T ra il*  Many 

K atahdin  e n th u s ia s ts  v i s i t e d  th e  m ountain by th e  

way o f  fflndey P i tc h  and Chimney Pond and approx­

im a te ly  1,000 persons r e g is te r e d  a t  Roy D ud ley 's

Gamp a t  Chimney Pond du ring  th e  season*
1

The camping f a c i l i t i e s  a re  adequate f o r  th e  

p re s e n t on th e  Bunt T ra il*  The Abol cam psite 

shou ld  be com pleted and s h e l t e r s  c o n s tru c te d  n e a r ­

by th e  lo c a t io n  o f  the  S ew all Cabin* I n  o rd e r to  

conserve and m a in ta in  th e  cam p sites , t r a i l s ,  

stru ctu res and f o r e s t  t r e e s  and cover about th e se  

r e c r e a t io n a l  f a c i l i t i e s ,  i t  i s  e s s e n t i a l  t h a t  a  

com petent ran g e r be e s ta b lis h e d  a t  th e  K atahdin  

S tream  cam psite d u rin g  th e  months th a t  th e  ro ad s 

a r e  p a s sa b le  by autom obile*

R e sp e c tfu lly  su b m itted .

P ro je o t Manager 
Land Program D iv is io n

A p r il  1 0 , 1 9 3 5
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The p a rk  Camp to  bo e s ta b lis h e d  f o r  r e c re a t io n *  

a l  p ro je c ts  on th e  e a s t  s id e  of Mount K atahdin  d u rin g  

th e  Sumner o f  1936 shou ld  be lo c a te d  a t  th e  o ld  De­

p o t Camp on Avalanche Brook o r i f  p o s s ib le  on R oar­

in g  Brook so  as  to  be as  n ea r as p o s s ib le  to  the  

work p ro je c ts  • The camp shou ld  be lo c a te d  and con­

s t r u c te d  so th a t  i t  can  be u sed  in  th e  f u tu r e  as a 

r e c r e a t io n a l  u n i t ,

The Togue pond ro ad  shou ld  be co n tin u ed  and a 

te rm in a l e s ta b lis h e d  a t  R oaring Brook w ith  a p a rk ­

in g  a re a  f o r  au to m o b ile s . L a te r  a  garage and a 

cab in  f o r  an a t te n d a n t  may be  added. I t  w i l l  be 

n ec e ssa ry  to  m a in ta in  and Improve th e  ro ad  and 

b rid g es  from R oaring  Brook to  the  sourdnahunk- 

M lllin o c k e t Road fo r  th e  use  o f camp tru c k s  and 

au to m o b iles. T h is work shou ld  be done under c a re ­

f u l  su p e rv is io n  keeping  th e  r ig h t-o f-w a y  as n e a r  

as  p o s s ib le  to  i t s  p re s e n t w id th  and p ro te c t in g  

th e  t r e e s  and ground cover on th e  ro ad  s id e s »

A cam psite  shou ld  be e s ta b lis h e d  on S p ring  

Brook a t  th e  fo o t  o f  th e  S t ,  Jo h n 's  T r a i l  w ith ,



park ing  a re a , s h e l t e r s ,  f i r e p la c e s  and p ro v is io n  

fo r  f i r e  p ro te c tio n  and s a n ita t io n *  The S t .  J o h n 's  

t r a i l  should  be c le a r e d ,  m arked, and signed* A 

second cam psite sh ou ld  be e s ta b lis h e d  on th e  Brook 

which c ro sses  th e  t r a i l  a t  approxim ately  e le v a t io n  

2,250*00* T his I s  & p a r t i c u la r ly  sc e n ic  a re a  and 

a  lo g ic a l  p lace  f o r  s e v e ra l  s h e lte r s *  The St* 

Jo h n 's  t r a i l  p asses th rough  a  b e a u t i f u l  f o r e s t  o f  

w h ite  b irc h  which shou ld  be c a re fu l ly  p ro te c te d *

The fo o t  t r a i l  from  S oaring  Brook to  B asin  

Ponds and chimney Pond should  be improved and r e ­

lo c a te d  in  s e v e ra l p laces*  R oaring Brook i s  a 

unique fe a tu re  and th e  t r a i l  should  fo llo w  i t  as  

much as p o ssib le*  A to te - ro a d  shou ld  a ls o  be con­

s t r u c te d  from Roaring Brook to  B asin  Ponds and 

Chimney Pond f o r  th e  t r a n s p o r ta t io n  o f  s u p p lie s  

and p o s s ib ly  passengers by buck-board* I t  i s  ad­

v is a b le  to  have th e  f o o t  t r a i l  and th e  to te - r o a d  

se p a ra te d  from  one ano ther*  The to te - ro a d  shou ld  

fo llo w  th e  p re se n t t r a i l  on th e  so u th  s id e  o f 

R oaring  Brook w ith  th e  fo o t  t r a i l  r e lo c a te d  on 

th e  n o r th  side*

I n  o rd er t h a t  e ld e r ly  persons o r  th o se  who do 

n o t w ish to  expend th e  s tren u o u s  e f f o r t s  n e c e s s a ry  

to  clim b K atahdin may re a c h  th e  ta b le la n d  w ith  as 

l i t t l e  e f f o r t  as p o s s ib le  a  h o rse  t r a i l  sh ou ld  be 

c o n s tru c te d  up the  m ountain side* T his t r a i l



should  lo ad  f r  om R oaring  Brook w ith  a b ran ch  

lo ad in g  in to  I t  from  B asin  ponds and ascend  to  

th e  ta b le la n d  J u s t  n o r th  o f  th e  monument l in o  w hich 

forma th e  n o r th e rn  boundary o f B ax te r s t a t e  Park*

At th i s  p o in t th e  co n to u rs a r e  n o t so  s te e p  and 

th e  t r a i l  can be c o n s tru c te d  w ith  le s s  d i f f i c u l ty *
i

I n  th e  fu tu re  a h o rse  t r a i l  sh o u ld  a ls o  be con­

s t r u c te d  le ad in g  up from  th e  w est s id e  o f th e  

mountain* A hovel sh o u ld  be b u i l t  a t  th e  t e r ­

m inal a t  R oaring Brook b u t lo c a te d  a p a r t  from  th e  

developm ent« T his b u ild in g  can be used  f o r  the  

working h o rses  on th e  developm ent d u rin g  th e  summer* 

I n  due tim e a  h o v el sh o u ld  a l s o  be c o n s tru c te d  a t  

B asin  Ponds*

When th e  to te - r o a d  i s  com pleted to  B asin  Ponds 

so  th a t  su p p lie s  and to o ls  can be tra n s p o r te d  th e re*  

s i t e s  f o r  cab ins and th e  lo d g e  sh o u ld .b e  lo c a te d  

and th e  ground c lea red *  p a r t i c u l a r  a t t e n t io n  sh o u ld  

be g iv en  to  th e  p r o te c t io n  o f ground cover* Time 

w i l l  n o t perm it th e  com pletion  o f th e  proposed dev­

elopment bu t a t  l e a s t  th e  s i t e  shou ld  be made ac ce ss  

lb le *  c leared*  and p o s s ib ly  a  few in d iv id u a l  cab in s  

co n s tru c ted *  I t  w i l l  be a d v isa b le  to  c o n s tru c t  th e  

main lodge and o th e r  im p o rta n t u n i t s  du ring  th e  

Summer o f  1936*

The n a tu r a l  s to n e  causeway between th e  two 

B asin  ponds which i s  a lm o st p a s s a b le  a t  th e  p re s e n t



tim e should  be enlarged* T his w i l l  se rv e  as a dan 

and r a i s e  s l i g h t l y  th e  l e v e l  o f  th e  n o r th  pond 

which can be u sed  as  a w a te r  supp ly  f o r  th e  B asin  

Ponds development* Cabins shou ld  be co n fin ed  to  

th e  shores o f  th e  South B asin  pond and th e  pond 

I t s e l f  used  f o r  such  r e c r e a t io n a l  pu rposes as  

b a th in g  and canoeing* The causeway w i l l  a ls o  

se rv e  as a b r id g e  f o r  a new fo o t  t r a i l  which 

shou ld  be c o n s tru c te d  to  Chimney Pond*

E v en tu a lly  groups o f  cab in s and le a n to  s h e l te r s  

w i l l  be c o n s tru c te d  a t  Chimney Pond f o r  the- use o f 

campers* T his developm ent w i l l  p ro b ab ly  a ls o  nee* 

e s s a r l l y  be d e ta in e d  u n t i l  1936* However, Chimney 

Pond should be made a c c e s s ib le  a t  once by an ad­

equa te  to te - ro a d  and f o o W tr a i l  from  B asin  Ponds* 

Care shou ld  be ta k en  to  p re s e rv e  th e  in t e r e s t i n g  

t r e e  forms and i f  n e c e ssa ry  wood shou ld  be cu t 

from  o th e r  so u rces and su p p lie d  f o r  th e  u se  of 

cam pers. The e n t i r e  t r a i l  system  shou ld  be in ­

sp e c te d  and i f  n e c e s s a ry , c le a re d , marked and 

signed*

During the  summer o f 1935, th e  developm ent 

on th e  e a s t  s id e  of K t. K&tahdln w i l l  be la r g e ly  

th e  b u ild in g  and improvement o f au tom obile  ro a d s , 

tote**roads and t r a i l s  in  o rd e r  to  make th e  v a rio u s  

p o in ts  o f I n t e r e s t  a c c e s s ib le *  i t  w i l l  be ad­

v is a b le  to  c o n s tru c t  th e  proposed accommodations



a t  B asin  Poqda and Chimney Pond d u rin g  th e  summer 

o f £936 when th e se  s i t e s  a re  a c c e s s ib le .  A camp­

s i t e  w ith  s h e l te r s  sh o u ld  be developed on th e  

S t .  Jolm »s T r a i l ,  and i f  tim e p e rm its , a few 

cab ins b u i l t  a t  B asin  Ponds. Because of the  n a -  

tu r e  o f  th e  re g io n  and th e  work in v o lv ed , s e v e ra l  

teams o f  h o rse s  can  be u sed  e f f e c t iv e ly *  i n  c a r ry ­

in g  ou t th e  Summer* s work program th e  m aster p la n  

o f th e  K atahd in  re g io n  shou ld  be s tu d ie d  c a r e f u l ly ,  

a l s o ,  th e  c h a ra c te r  o f  th e  co u n try  and the  e x i s t ­

in g  s t r u c tu r e s  and c o n d itio n s  so th a t  th e  re g io n  

w i l l  e v e n tu a lly  deve lop  in to  a  u n i f ie d ,  w e ll d es ig n ed  

r e c r e a t io n a l  system . Every p re c a u tio n  should be 

tak en  to  conserve th e  t r e e s  and e s p e c ia l ly  th e  

ground cover and th e  in te r e s t i n g  grow th a t  chimney 

Pond which has a lre a d y  s u f fe re d  a t  th e  hands o f 

th o u g h tle s s  in d iv id u a ls .  Those working in  an ad­

m in is t r a t iv e  p o s i t io n  on th e  r e c r e a t io n a l  d ev e l­

opment o f  th e  K atahd in  re g io n  should in s t r u c t  

t h e i r  su b -o rd in a te s  and v i s i t o r s  a t  p roper tim es 

so  th a t  th ey  w i l l  r e a l i s e  the  r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  o f 

co n serv in g  th e  works o f  n a tu r e .

R e sp e c tfu lly  su b m itted ,

Land program B iv is io n

A p ril  10, 1935
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■'■Dear Ckstrernor Sr&nn •  y - ".' ;• '■ ..' ' y-V' ■ . : --

y'V'-f.’ A fair’ weeks ago I  su gge ste d  t o  M r. Abraham son O f th e  f f A  r.-Vy  
t h a t  i f  h© had a few man -at i i lx l in o c k e t  to  t& o n  he would • l i k e  t o y lv ©  
e m p lo y m e n t  th e y  c o u ld , he u se d  to  g r e a t  a d w n t a g e . l a .  © le a d in g  up the  

- V':' - 'T r a i l  le a d in g  fr o s t  .Basin' i^ n d . to V C h iiaa e j fo a d  i n  t h e E a t d h d ln  r e -
: g io n  and in ', e r e c t i n g .a . for?. s h e lt e r s  i n . Chim ney fond  to  ear© f o r  th e  . 

num erous tBO-aatalii c lim b e rs . who go t h e r e  .d u r in g  th e  Su m m e r^se aso n .y ': 
■Up .* ' Abrahsm soh .has lo o k e d ;k in d ly  ...upon-the p r o je c t  an d  i s ;  ab o u t to  

.y y  s t a r t .  ' ay ; y - V V  . V/V - ' y y '.'V V . V- r y

- ' .Th ere  -are one . o r "two d o t e i l s , ' how ever* th a t  need to  .he s t t e n d -  
V ’ ©d t o  and I ' - w r t t e - t o  a s k  foal*  a s s i s t a n c e ,  VV"y

Mr* Se o ve y  o u r  F o r e s t  Gom sisaloner.' .apprOT.es o f  t h i s  worlc sa d  y  
' r i l l  p r o v id e  .tra n s p o rta t io n ,-  a se s  and. one .or t s o ; t e s t s  t u t  about ’

, two h undred  d o l l a r s  mope i s  needed. i n  o r d e r  to  to y  m i l s  .end some y  
'hardw are, so  X w r it e  to  a sk  i f  j : * :, ^ 1 1 1 'a rra n g e V fo r  t h is '  th ro u g h  an  

'■ -'•order'.of m e G o v e m o r  arid C o u n cil*  V ' ' y y y y ;  ■ .-.. ' .y'.yy.v.c : ■-' ''y  V ;- :

; V-'/ -■■ ;V. -. ■ Mr* John P* * ford ' o f  the:- Basra of: Selectm en o f ; M illln oek et ’ a ;■■r j
V : /; taan who i s  ■.thoroughly..reliable" in  every  m y , has Ih^res'hed. kJUpself ■
' ;■■: i n  t h i s  m a t t e r  -mid has tr ik s ir  cmre"..'ofmany o f  . th e  d e t a i l s . '  ■ y E e  "w rites  

' ..me th a t  t h e y  a re  re a d y , to  go to. w o rk  b u t r e q u ir e  th is .' s l i g h t  a s s i s t - ■'.:
. sue© in  o rd e r  t o  c a r r y  i t  th ro u gh  s u c c e s  a f u l ly , :  • T h is  r i l l  mean -m sk  ..- 

tooth, t o , M i l l in o c k e t  and ;2reem rille s  ftory-frosi th e se  two towns . the:”t r a v e l  
’V ;:--V goes th ro u g h  to  th e  m o& ntain. '" ' ' " " """‘ : " ' ’ "' "

" I f  tho' -money i s  g iv e n , to  Mr* B c s r e y 'h e  w i l l  see'- t h a t  i f  i s  prop-*': 
c r ly .u s e d ,  end t© and Mr*. Mard v . i l l  s e e . t l ia t  i t  I s  u s e e -t o  good a d -

’ V V; ■ vantage*. ' y i ' t - h r  Vy- - fh ;  .'' y  f :y y  lyVyyVy Vy;.y y ■. y h  y y  VV y  yyV;’Vy.y. V ' . ,•

' ' Sphere a re  one o r . two o th e r m a tte rs  I  a n  a n x io u s  to  to  U r over, w ith
- yo u  a t  yotu*. co n v e n ie n ce  I f ,  you w i l l  k i n d l y  l e t  yao: Jcncs? when .1  eon com®

■ to'. A u gu sta  ; y y  ■ y :y h ;

T o -  - S in c e r e ly ,y o u r s ,  . v y  .. h.V ..-.'

E o n , ' L o u is  J .  B rana ~ V; :;y  - V V . V  : .Vy y  - hV - ■ ;V ■■'V 'V t .y.; V ■■ ,y  ;vh yV -V ;;;'■■ tv  v  - :-a;
: t a t e '  Hease  

ig u s ta '.
. i^ a ln e . ■ . .
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D e a r H r . P r it c h a r d

I  was imich p le a s e d  to  meet you on yo u r re c e n t  v i s i t  t o  
P o rt la n d  and you gave me a g re e t  d e a l  o f  h e lp f u l  in fo rm a tio n  
a b o u t n a t io n a l  and S t a t e  P n rk 3 . M oreover you wore v e r y  k in d  in  
v.-hat you s « id  about r»y g i f t  o f  a S t a te  P a rk  to  th e  popple  o f  
M aine.

You « s k  -my viov/o 1 -  about the p o s s ib le  a cctui s  i t  io n  by  
th e  n a t io n a l P a rk  S e r v ic e  o f la n d  c o n tig u o u s  to K a tsh b in  and 2 -  
a s  to  my , 5/-;.s a b o u t your t a k in g  over Deleter S t a t e  P ark  (Law s o f  
Maine 19Gb C h a p te r 105 ile o o lv o a , Pago G 77) a a a p o r t io n  o f a 
l a r g e r  a re a  t o  bo made in t o  a r a t io n a l  P a r k .  As to th e  f i r s t ,  
f o r  the  re a so n s  g iv e n  below  I  c e r t a i n l y  h o p e -th e  Fe d o rs3. G overn­
m ent w i l l  not co co  in t o  t h is  r e g io n  and as t o  th e  second s u g g e s ­
t i o n  th a t B a x te r  p a rk  be merged in t o  a H a t io r .n l park i t  j u s t  co n - 
n o t bo done as I  w i l l  e x p la in .

’ hen I  f i r s t  v/ent to  th e  S t a t e  L e g is la t u r e  as a member in  
1 9 0 5 , a d a te  t h a t  a n t e -d a t e s  the e s t a b lis h m e n t  o f  many o f  cu r  
l ia t io n a l  p arka I  had in  mind the c s t e b l is h n o n t  o f  S t a t e  P arks and 
in  t h is  v i t h  a l l  m odesty I  cun s a y  t i r - t  I  was a p io n e e r . B i l l s  
sp o n so re d  by mo w ere r e p e a t e d ly  k i l l e d  by t h e  la n d  owners i n  the  
M aine L e g i s l a t u r e . F i n a l l y  I  co n clu d e d  to  ta k e  the  n a t t e r  in t o  my 
own hands and a f t e r  y e a r s  o f  p a t ie n t  w a it in g  and th e  e x e r c is e  o f  
Eono t a c t  I  a c q u ir e d  Ik ita h d in , n fo n t  c o n s id e re d  im p o s s ib le  by a l l  
th o so  f a m i l ia r  v / ith  t h e  s i t u a t i o n .

U ir le r  Laws o f  Maine 1955 Ch ap ter 5 ,  Pago 4G0 th e  S t a te  
f o r m a lly  a c ce p te d  my g i f t  o f  th e  M ountnih “ to  b*~ v : ~ . - h - g i n  by 
th e  s a id  f t  a te  in  1-a-nst f o r  th e  ra o ^ la  o f  ihiVK.' _br • 1 o V c s i j
P u b lic  r a m  -• n. .u p r o a r !  o w -l 't i '-v -t ; es" . s u b je c t  z o  c e r t a in  cone.i- 
t io n s  • ;1l z  errruo ie n u s  -’sna 11 ro rv :v sr be usee, f o r  Gtnte F o r e s t ,  
P u b l ic  P ark  and ho c r e a t io n a l  p u rp o se s , s h a l l  f o r e v e r  bo l e f t  in  
th e  n a t u r a l  w i ld  at.;-,to, s h a l l  fo r e v e r ,  be k e p t a s  a s a n c t u a r y  f o r  
v i l G  b e a s ts  and c a rd s  and t h a t  no ro a d s o r  mays fo r  motor v e h ic le s  
Eh* 11 h e r e a f t e r  over bo c o n s tru c te d  th e n o in  or th e re o n 11 • I  an  
p le a s e d  th a t  y o u  ap p ro ve  o f  th o se  b in d in g  r e s t r i c t i o n s  f o r  I  
th o u  f i t  th e n  our c a r e f u l l y  a l l  by m y s e lf . .  From t h is  you m i l l  un­
d e rs ta n d  t i r - t  th e  f a i t h  and honor o f th e  S t a t e  o f  Maine a re  
p le d g e d  fo r  a l l  t im e , arid i f  I  know th e  p e o p le  o f  h :in e  th e y  n e ve r  
w i l l  b re a k  th e  so lem n  covenant th e y  made w it h  me, whether I 'b e  • l i v o  
o r d e a d , I  s t a n d  s c u u rc - ly  on t h i s  nnct hove no f e a r  o f  any ch a n ge . 
The F e d e r a l  Governm ent cannot condemn, and would not a tte m p t to  
condemn S t a t e  le n d  h o ld  under ouch a p ro m is e .
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I  t o ld  you  in  co n fid e n ce  o f  n y  p re s e n t  n e g o t ia t io n s  f o r  
c e r t a in  lan d  c o n t ig u o u s  to  K a tah clin  and a ls o  o f v.im t i s  to  be 
done in  co se  o f n y  d e c e a s e , and no-; I  oak you one! your a s s o c i ­
a te d  to  be p a t ie n t  and le a v e  t h i s  a r e s  to n o . In  duo t in e  from  
th o se  p la n s  o f  n in e  a la r g o  and s u it a b le  S t a t e  Pori: v i l l  d e v e l­
op in  th e  lis t  olid in  r e g io n .  Lo re  o v e r ,  w ith  th e  f o u n t a in ,  w hich  
i s  th e  k e y  to i t  a l l ,  fo re v e r  r o n a in in  : n S t a t e  P a rk  th e re  i s  
n o th in g  o f any v a lu e  or in t e r e s t  l o f t  in  th e  a d jo in in g  r e g io n  
th a t  in  riy o p in io n  v/oald in t e r e s t  y o u r P a rk  S e r v ic e .  The s p e c ­
t a c u la r 1 s c e n ic  ar.ea o f  th a t  r e g io n  i s  cow priso&  w it h in  th e  U n i t s  
o f  th e  S t a t e  P a rk  as i t  nor; .c : i c t a ,  and n i l  th e  la n d  o u ts id e  13 
j u s t  more m ild  la n d ,  su c h  lan d  as can be fo u n d  in  c o u n t le s s  p la c e s  
p i t h  in  OU2* S t a t e .  I f  yo u r P a rk  S e r v ic e  ’-■’a n ts  o. n a t io n a l  P ark  in  
Ila in o  th e re  i s  a v a i la b le  much la n d  and many ln k e 3  nnd stre am s in  
W ash in gto n  raid o th e r  c o u n t ie s ,  w ith  no S t a t e  P a rk  to r e s t r i c t  and 
U n i t  y o u r pur elms e s .

You spoke o f  our o th e r S t a t e  P a r k s , v h ic h  b y  the  way a re  
h a r d l y 'o f  s u f f i c i e n t  s i z e  to  w a rra n t th e  n an o . You - / i l l  be I n t e r ­
e ste d  to  knov- th a t  most o f  th e se  were a c q u ire d  eb n y  s u g g e s t io n  
and u n de r uy d i r e c t io n  as G o v e rn o r. T h e se  a re  F o r t  Ln o x on th e  
P e n o b sco t, F o r t  Fophari ana F o r t  ih lo w in  on th e  Lennobec, F o rt  
EGgeconb on th e  C o n s t , F o r t  L a c h in s  in  th e  E a s t ,  F o r t  L c f l a r y  a t  . 
K lt tc r y  and o t h e r 3 , so  you se e  n y  in t e r e s t  in  S t a t e  P a rk s i s  o f  
lo n g  s t a n d in g  and i s  f a r  f lu n g .

You a r e  a t  l i b e r t y  to  e x p la in  th e  p la n s  I  d is c lo s e d  to you 
t o  yo u r a s s o c ia t e s  f o r  I  know you a l l  ' / i l l  bo d i s c r e e t .  I  have  
t o ld  the  s t o r y  to  o u r G overnor Grnnn and ho has g iv e n  me h is  v.-ord 
ho w ould not fa v o r  th e  r a t io n a l  G ovo rn no n t*s e n t r y  in t o  the l i l t  nh- 
d in  r e g io n .  I  depend upon i l l s  r o r d  In  t h i s  m a tte r .

I t  net- ap p e a rs  th a t  c e r t a in  la n d e d  I n t e r e s t s  in  t h e ir  d e s ir e  
to  s o l i  t h e i r  h o ld in g s  to  th e  F e d e r a l Government a re  p o s in g  33 be­
in g  in t e r e s t e d  in  lu r k s  aim e re  a g i t a t i n g  to  make a s a l e .  F o r  
tw e n ty  end more y e a rs  th e se  very' p e o p le  w ere th e  b i t t e r e s t  opponents 
o f  th o  P a rk  Id e a  i n  a r y  fo rm . T h ey  fo u g h t  a g a in s t  th e  p u u i i c ' s  h a v ­
in g  an y  o f  the f o r e s t  la n d s  o f  L n in o , f o r  th e y  were f e a r f u l  l e s t  
th o  p e o p le  o f  th e  S t a t e  who by the v/ay once owned m i l l io n s  o f  a c re s  
o f  our b e st f o r e s t  la n d s  sh o u ld  beeone p a rk  o r  fo r e s t -m in d e d • In ­
c i d e n t a l l y  th e s e  in t e r e s t s  have su cce e d e d  i n  u s in g  th e  C .C .C .* s  to  
b u ild  ro a d s to  t h e i r  p r iv a t e  la n d s  and s t r a n g e  ns i t  c a y  seen* th e se  
v e ry  p e o p le  f o r m e r ly  so h o s t i l e  now see a g re e t  l i g h t  and have cu d - • 
d o n ly  bee a te  p a rk -n in d o u  am;, pu o l i o - s p i r i t e d  i I f  I  know a n y th in g  
ab o u t th e  u n d e r c u r r e n t s  h ero  in  L n in o , th e s e  r e c e n t  c o n v e rts  havo  
but one th o u g h t and th e  in t e r e s t  now shown by th e n  I s  s o l e l y  f o r  
the  p u rp o se  o f  s e l l i n g  t h e ir  p ro p e rty  to  th e  go vernm en t. You hnvo 
no c o n c e p t io n  o f  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s t r e n g t h  o f  t h i s  o p p o s it io n  in  our 
L n in o  L e g i s l a t u r e .  From Io n  : e x p e r ie n c e  th e y  know j u s t  how to  
h a n d le  a n y t h in g  t i n t  th e y  c o n s id e r  i s  l i k e l y  to  t r e s p a s s  on t h e ir  
s a c re d  p r i v i l e g e s .  They to -d a y  a re  as s t r o n g  as e v e r and t h e ir  r e -



pontr-nco  and re fo rm  in  too r e c e n t  to  bo genuine#

In  s p e a k in g  so p in  i n l y  o f  c e r t a in  gro u p s I  wont you to  know 
t h a t  th e re  a r e  soao la n d  owners In  o u r S t a t e  who' a rc  p u b l i c -  
s p i r i t e d  arxi broad-m inded and th e se  I  r e s p e c t ;  th e y  a r e  f i n e  
p e o p le .  I  rm nt some t in e  to t e l l  you  o f  T h a t  i s  c a l le d  " E ie  
G re a t  S t e a l"  rh e ro b y  1 ,6 0 1 ,0 0 0  a a?os o f  our f i n e s t  la n d s  w ere  
s t o le n  by a p o w e rfu l, la v / ie a s gro u p  o f  p o l i t i c a l  rc o b b e ro .

I f  you and any o f  
s h a l l  be h ap p y  
Iw  a n t  n y  p la n s  
th e  f u t u r e . Do 
to  h a n d le  t h i s  
p l is l io d  h e re  has been 
a b s o lu t c  1 y  s in  *1 a - h >nfl 
t h a t  you would
to  do s one t h in g  w o rth w h ile  f o r  h i s  I t a t iv c  S t a t e

yo u r s p e c i a l i s t s  cone to  Maine a g a in  I  
b e n e f it  o f  y o u r  s p e c ia l  kn o w le d ge , f o r  

o u t p r o p e r ly  w it h  n lo n g  t in e  view  f o r  
w ith  the a s s is t a n c e ' o f  o ld  " F a th e r  E in o ” 

have p la n n e d , f o r  rh flt  has been a c c o ;>  
done o n ly  a f t e r  n lo n g  anu tire so m e  c o n t e s t ,  

landed end in  th e  f n c o  o f  ab u se  arid b it t e r n e s s  
b e lie v e  p o s s ib le  -'h e re  a nan  m e re ly  m s  t r y i n g

to g e t th e  1
t o  bo l a i d

■ a l i a r n o , •
n a t t e r a s I

hy s o lo  d e s ir e  i s  to  s e rv e  my S t a t e  as a p r iv a t e  c i f i s e n  by 
p r o v id in g  a g r e a t  P a rk  and F o r e s t  lle o c rv o  f o r  fu tu re  g e n e r a t io n s # 
Some t i l i n g  b ig  ana l a s t i n g  th a t  w i l l  be the  S t a t e ’ s g r e a t e s t  n a tu r ­
a l  a s s e t .  You and your a s s o c ia t e s  ana I  sp ea k  the  sane la n g u a g e ,  
so l e t  us c o n t in u e  to  oo s o  w ith o u t  in t e r f e r e n c e  from, th o se  v/e 
may n o t  too  d i s r e s p e c t f u l l y  c a l l  o u t s id e r s .

B e lie v e  no

P h i t h f a l l y ,

( S ig n e d )  P L K C JV h , P . B ’OCTbh.

D r . E . a . Pr i t  c h o rd , 
K n t io n a l  P a rk  S e r v ic e  
Boom; v i l l a  
lieu Y o r k .
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Bess* G o v e r n o r  B ra n n

tw o  l e t t e r s ,  t o  y o u  o r  r e s e n t  d a t e  a s k i n g  f o r  
a n  a p p o i n t m e n t  s o  1 m i  J i t  c o m e  t o  J k i g r s t a  a n d  s e a  y o u ,  n o  . 
d o u b t * a r e  am o n g  t h e  m a s s  o f  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  t h a t  a c c u m l a t e a  
o n  t h e  G o v e r n o r 1 a  d e s k  a t  a  t i m e  l i k e  t h i s  w a i t i n g  t o  b e  
a n s w e r e d *  I  know  s o m e t h i n g  o f  t h e .  p r e s s u r e  a n d  a n x i e t y  i n ­
c i d e n t  t o  a  p o l i t i c a l  c a m p a ig n  s o  w r i t e  y o u  t h i s  l e t t e r .

. l a t e r  o n . .2  w i l l  com e t o .  A u g u s t a  a t  j o u r  c o n v e n ie n c e ®

‘ - ■ A n e w s p a p e r  c t c r y  i n  t h e  ^ P r e s s - H e r a l d 9 o f  
,3U ly  s i x t e e n t h  l a s t  . t e l l s  o f  a n  a i r p l a n e  f l i g h t  o v e r  IC a ta ii-  
d i n  b y  som e p e o p l e  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  t h e  n a t i o n a l  P a r k  S e r v i c e ,  
a n d  o n e  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  s t o r y  s a y i n g  8 i t  i s  u n d e r s t o o d  
t h a t  -G o v e rn o r B ra n n  i s  . i n t e r e s t e d  i n  h a v i n g  t h e  g a t a h d i n  
■ s e c t i o n ,  ’ now  .a S t a t e  P a r k ,  b e c o m in g  a  M o t i o n a l  r e c r e a t i o n  ' 
a r e a 8 ,- d i s t u r b s  me*

Y ou . r e c a l l  o u r .  c o n v e r s a t i o n  o f  som e t i m e  a g o  
.w h e n  2  d i s c l o s e d '  t o  y o u  i n  c o n f i d e n c e  a y  p l a n s  f o r  t h e  e n -  - 
l a r g e s e n t  o f  th e .  S t a t e  P a rk *  A t - t h a t  • 't im e  y o u  g a v e  ,n s  - d e f ­
i n i t e  a s s u r a n c e  t h a t  i n  v i e w . .o f  w h a t  2  a l r e a d y  h a ^ '..d o n ©  a n d  
a m ' t o  d o ,  n o t  o n l y  w o u ld  y c u  u s e  y o u r  i n f l u e n c e  a g a i n s t  a n y  
a c q u i s i t i o n  b y  t h e  n a t i o n a l  G o v e rn m e n t  o f  a n y  l a n d  i n  t h e  
E h fc a h d in  a r e a  b u t  a l s o  y o u  w o u ld  s e e  t o  i t  t h a t  n o t h i n g  o f  - 
t h i s  s o r t  ..is  d o n e ,  ' . - . . . .

- " . t r '  : ^  cue..great in te r e s t  In our State.-is-, t o  carry' ...
out w y"Park- p lans,- aod 1  am.depending upon you- to  prevent . 
any encroachment upon them*. As the pioneer in-.acquiring and 
donating to  the S ta te  the mo3t sp ectacu lar  scen ic  area  w ith­
in  our benders, and in  view o f  th e  solemn covenant entered  
.in to  between the People o f  Msise and m yself that Ehtahdin 
^forever be held  by the S ta te  in  Trust fo r  the feopl©  o f  .. 
Maine8 the mountain stands forev er  a s  .State p roperty . '

; - .. |  a s  a w a r e  t h a t  ' c e r t a i n  l a n d e d  i n t e r e s t s ,  f o r m e r ­
l y  v e r y  b i t t e r  a g a i n s t  a n y  .P a r k ,  S t a t e . - o r  n a t i o n a l ,  new  
s e e k  t o  s e l l  t h e i r  l a r d  t o  t h e  F e d e r a l  G o v e r n m e n t .  T h e i r
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la n d *  however* i a  a b s o l u t e l y  v a l u e l e s s  f o r  R a t i o n a l  
p a rk .p u rp o s e s  u n l e s s  such ' 'a ;:.£ a rk 'jb a s ' a s  ' i t s  c e n t r a l  -and 
one -g re a t  a t t r a c t i o n  th e  m o u n ta in  i t s e l f ,  and  t h a t  c a n ­
n o t  he*  As a - m a t t e r  o f  f a c t *  th e  l a n d  - 'th e se  p e o p le  - 
sow d e s i r e  to  d i s p o s e  o f  i s  j u s t  m ore la n d  w i t h  no ' 
u s u a l  f e a t u r e s  c o n n e c te d  w i th  i t *  and  i n  o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  
Sain©  th e r e  a r e . .c o u n t le s s  a r e a s  .m ore ' i n t e r e s t i n g  a n d  
s o r e '. s c e n i c *■■.■----;§2 ieir c o n v e r s io n  t o  th e  P a rk  id e a  i s  to o  
r e c e n t  and t h e i r  m o tiv e  to o  a p p a r e n t  t o  he t a k e n  s e r i -  
d u s ly *  ‘ , '■ ' ' ■ .

. . . .A s  o n e  .who h a s . been  C h ie f  E x e c u tiv e  o f  o u r  - '.
S t a t e ,  who l i k e  y o u r s e l f  i s  i n t e n s e l y  l o y a l  t o  i t s  
h i g h e s t  i n t e r e s t  and  who i n s i s t s  ' t h a t . i t s  so lem n  c o v e -  
o a s t s  fee s c r u p u lo u s ly  o b se rv e d  in  s p i r i t  a s  w e l l  a s  i n  
l e t t e r * - ! ' a p k  .you t o  a s s u r e  so. t h a t  o n  t h i s  m a t t e r  you 
a r e  o f  t h e  .same m issi and  i n t e n t i o n  a s  you w ere  when ws- 
f  o rm e r ly  spoke t o g e t h e r  a s  . h e r e i n  r e f e r r e d  t o «... .1 a w a i t  
y o u r  r e p l y  w ith  i n t e r e s t *

F a i t h f u l l y ,

'Bos*' Isouis;'?* E rase
S t a t e  E suaa  . ,...-
Augusta
E a is e *
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UNITED STATES
DEPAR TM EN T O F TH E  INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Wa s h in g t o n

August 29» 1936

Mr* P* B a x te r t
22 Monument Square 9 

Portland! Maine*

Dear Mr* Baxter1

Thank you for your good le t te r s  whioh caught up with me only 
yesterday.

I t  was to  be regretted that an urgent c a ll to  Washington made 
i t  impossible for me to complete my work in Augusta and la ter  to  
be able to  report to  you how w ell things were working out to  meet 
your objectives.

I appreciate very muoh having your statements re la tive  to the 
conditions which you foresee in  the development of the whole Mt. 
latahdin areas only Regretting that you had not inoluded a sta te ­
ment of your w illingness to  see the area turned to  the administra­
tion  of the State Park Commission i f  and when i t s  resources are 
augmented su ffic ie n tly  to  meet the proper uses of th is  important 
park. I t  i s  my hope that you or the State Park Commission would 
request the national Park Service to  send the proper technicians 
up to latahdin fo r  an evaluation which would show the adequate s iz e 9 
appropriateness of land and the proper buffer area that would be 
required for the best use in making th is  an outstanding scenic and 
w ild life  recreation area for  the State of Maine*

Ve of the National Park Service are anxious only to be of co­
operative servioe in  helping the state of Maine to  plan for the best 
fea s ib le  recreation developments.

Thanking you for your favor and with personal regards I remain

£• 1  Pritchard
Associate Recreation Planner
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IX;ai* governor borrows -

I  re c e iv e u  y e s te rd a y  a n  in t e r  e a t in g  lo ttos*  from  Ayr on II. 
Avery o f  U nitea  s t a t e s  i ia r i t im e  C om ian ion  g iv in g  h i s  views
u i to  c o n d itio n s  i n  th e  K Ltshdin country*

iSr * Avery I s  Chairman o f  th e  Board o f  th e  A ppalachian Yr u i l  
C orfurence and f o r  many y e a rs  h as Been d e ep ly  in te r e s te d  in  *,aino, 
p a r t i c u l a r ly  in  th e  K ntohdin re g io n *  he w r i te s  a a fo llo w s —*

"X n o te  w i th  much, i n t e r e s t  t h a t  you hope to  he a t  Chiuney fond 
nex t auumer and s e e  whet " laaprovetcenta" have boon mad a t h e r e .  X 
nay  perhaps save you frost d iaappoin ttaerrt by say in g  d i r e c t l y  th a t  
X fe a r  t h a t  th e  s i t u a t i o n  I s  q u i t e  th e  r e v e r s e .  Lariy o f us who are  
in te r e s te d  in  th e  h a ta b d in  re g io n  have become q u i te  concerned over 
i t s  fu tu re *  There seems to  u s  to  be a v e ry  p re s s in g  p ra c tise .
F i r s t ,  th e  trem endous in c re a s e  In  v i s i t o r s  t o  iu itnhdin  taskea in ev ­
i t a b l e  p ro v is io n  fo r  s u p e rv is io n  over th e  a r e a ,  w ith a l l  t h a t  huu- 
l e y  — who h as  no a u th o r i ty  a t  a l l  «— la  a b le  to  d o , c o n d itio n s  a t  
Chimney fond a re  s h o r t  o f  c h a o t ic .  The p eop le  ta k e  d r in k in g  w ater 
from  th e  Baste end o f  Chimney Fond as s a y  be usee  f o r  b a th in g .  Cut­
t i n g  t r e e s  fo r  firew ood a t  Chianey fond sh o u ld  be a b s o lu te ly  -stopped. 
Tree grow th th e re  r e q u ir e s  « lo n g  tim e* l*ne a t& te  does a g ro a t 
a o a l  in  th e  way o f  in d u c in g  v i s i t o r s  to  c o te  to  iistafadia and y o t 
th e r e  a r e  no ad eq u a te  f a c l l l t l e a  such  as p eo p le  expec t t o  f in d  th e r e ,  
and in  f a c t ,  everyone who l i g h t s  a f i r e  in  t h a t  o re s  b reach es  th e  
S ta te  re g u la t io n s *

“I  have had o cca s io n  t o  t a l k  o v e r th e se  m a tte ra  v -ith  many o f ay  
f r ie n d s  who a r o i n t  e re c te d  In  th e  re g io n *  e f e o l  n oa t s tro n g ly  th e  
need of su p e rv is io n  o f  th e  l o c a l i t y  and th e  ad o p tion  o f d e f in i t e  
p lan*  I f  i t  is  n e c e s sa ry  t o  em phasize th e  l a t t e r *  The/ L e g is la tu re  
i s  in  s e s s io n  and d e s p i t e  th e  d e p re ssed  com  i t  Ion o f th e  w ts te  f i ­
n an ces , a s  t h i s  l a  a m a tte r  o f  p r o te c t in g  f o r  n i l  time th e  g r e a te s t  
re s o u rc e  o f  th e  b t e t e ,  w ith  your w ell-know n in f lu e n c e  ana i n te r c u t .
I t  m ight be p o s s ib le  to  o b ta in  th e  n e c e s sa ry  a p p ro p r ia tio n  fee* su­
p e rv is io n  o f  th e  l i i tu h d in  a r e a .

“1 do n o t wont t o  u rder*-aaphaeize  our op p rehension  > nd ju r  fo a l in g  
th a t  th e  seem ing l a  i s  sex  f a i r s  p o lic y  la  count to  produce — and 
a lre a d y  has produced —  consequences w hich a re  c lo se  to  i r r e p a r a b le .  •*

I  send you th e  above p arag rap h s from h r .  A very 's l e t t e r  to  
me to  supplem ent my su g g e s tio n  th a t  t h j  modest sum o f two thousand 
($ 2 ,o 0 0 .)  d o l l a r s  a n n u a lly  be a p p ro p ria te d  f a r  th e  u.ATTbi j.ivlv..
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\4 ,th  th i s  money th e  Coaaa laa Ion cue uaploy u 
c a re ta k e r  no th  on th e  h a s t  and ho st s id e  o r  th e  i^ount- 
e l n  arul can a l s o  p ro v id e  a few ad d itio n * ;! camping 
s h e l t e r s  fo r  th e  s e v e r a l  thousand  v i s i t o r s  vho each 
y e a r  tarke th e  a scen t o f  th e  m ountain .

I  uxa s u re  t h a t  th e  a p p ro p r ia tio n  o f  th is  money 
w i l l  p rove a good In v e s t c e n t fo r  th e  e tu i e .

i th  k ind  r e g a r d s .

F a i t h f u l l y ,

l’o-

Ilon. Louia 0 .  Harrows 
h t& te  House 
A ugusts 
U ulne.
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• Bu r t o n  k . w h e e l e r , m o n t . ,  c h a ir m a n

SLLlSON D. SMITH, S. C- WALLACE H. WHITE, JR ., MAINE
ROBERT F . WAGNER, N. Y. JAM ES J .  DAVIS, PA.
ALBEN W , BARKLEY, KY. WARREN R. AUSTIN. VT.
M. M. NEELY, W . VA.
WILLIAM H. DIETERICH, ILL.
AUGUSTINE LONERGAN, CONN.
FRED H. BROWN, N. H.
HOMER T . BONE, WASH.
VIC DONAHEY, OHIO 
SHERMAN MINTON, IND.
A. HARRY MOORE, N. J.
HARRY S . TRUMAN, MO,
C . ©. ANDREWS, FLA.
EDWIN C . JOHNSON, COLO.
H . H. SCHWARTZ, WYO.

'^ iC n tteb  J & e r t a l e
C O M M IT T E E  ON IN T E R ST A T E  CO M M ER C E

March 10* 1937
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Hon. P e r c iv a l  P . B a x te r  
P o r t l a n d ,  Maine

My d e a r  P e rc y :
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I  have b e en  t o l d  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a p o s s i b i l i t y  
t h a t  th e  N a t io n a l  P a rk  S e rv ic e  would be a g re e a b le  to  
ta k in g  o v e r th e  K a ta h d in  a r e a  i n  o u r S t a t e  a s  a N a t io n a l  
o b l ig a t io n .  I f  t h i s  w ere d o n e , i t  would p ro b a b ly  mean 
a more com prehensive  d ev e lo p m en t o f a l l  th e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  
o f  th e  r e g io n  th a n  now seems p ro m is e d , and  i t  would a s ­
su re  an a d e q u a te  s a fe g u a rd in g  o f  i t s  a t t r a c t i o n s .

B re w ste r  spoke to  me ab o u t t h i s  m a t te r  a  few  
days ag o . He a g re e d  w ith  me, how ever, t h a t  we o u g h t n o t  
to  e n l i s t  o u r s e lv e s  i n  t h i s  c a u s e ,  w ith o u t  h av in g  some 
id e a  a s  to  how such  a  p r o j e c t  w ould be re g a rd e d  by th o s e  
h av in g  a s p e c i a l  f a m i l i a r i t y  w i th  th e  r e g io n  and w ith  
a l l  o f  th e  c o n s id e r a t io n s  t h a t  m ig h t be in v o lv e d .

In  v iew  o f  y o u r g r e a t  i n t e r e s t ,  o f  w hich  you 
have g iv e n  g en ero u s  d e m o n s tr a t io n ,  I  am m ost a n x io u s  to  
have y o u r r e a c t i o n s .  I  would n o t  say  t h a t  t h e r e  was any 
l ik e l ih o o d  o f  t h i s  th in g  t a k in g  p la c e  a t  t h i s  tim e  b u t 
I  do f e e l  t h a t  th e  s u b je c t  sh o u ld  be g iv e n  th o u g h t by 
th o s e  who have any r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  in  c o n n e c tio n  w ith  
such  m a t t e r s .  I  sh o u ld  l i k e  v e ry  much to  know w hat you 
th in k  ab o u t i t .

WHW:w

W ith a s s u ra n c e s  o f  p e r s o n a l  r e g a r d ,  I  am

Very



9  J

75t h  CONGEESS  
1st Ses sio n H. R. 5864

IN THE HOUSE OE REPRESENTATIVES

March 23, 1937

Mr. B rewster introduced the following b ill; which was referred to the Com­
mittee on the Public Lands and ordered to be printed

i

A BILL
To provide for the establishment of the Katahdin National Park 

in the State of Maine, and for other purposes.

1 B e  i t  enacted by  the Senate and  H ouse o f R epresen ta-

2 tives o f the U n ited  S ta tes of A m erica  in  Congress assembled,

3 That when title to all of township 6, ranges 8 and 9: section

4 9 to 6 , inclusive; 9 to 12, inclusive: 15 to 18, inclusive: 21

5 to 24, inclusive; 27 to 30, inclusive: 33 to 36, inclusive;

6 township 6, range 1 0 ; all of township 5, ranges 8 , 9; 10,

7 and 11; all of township 4, ranges 8 , 9, 10, and 1 1 ; all of

8 township 3, ranges 8 , 9, and 10; all of township 3, range 11,

9 north of the West Branch of the Penobscot River; all of

\ 10 township 2, range 10, north of the West Branch of the



1 Penobscot River; and all of the north half of township 2 .

2 ranges 8 and 9, in Penobscot and Piscataquis Counties, in

3 the State of Maine, shall have been vested in the United

4 States, such lands shall be, and are hereby, established, dedi-

5 cated, and set apart as a public park for the benefit and en-

6 joy men t of the people and shall be known as the “Katahdin

7 Xational Park” : P ro v id ed , That the United States shall not

8 purchase by appropriation of public money any land within

9 the aforesaid area, but such lands shall be secured by the

10 United States only by public or private donations.

11 Skg. 2 . The Secretary of the Interior is hereby author-

12 ized, in his discretion and upon submission of evidence df

13 title satisfactory to him, to accept on behalf of the United

14 States title to the lands referred to in the previous section

15 hereof: P ro v id ed , That no land for said park shall be ac­

id cepted until exclusive jurisdiction over the entire park area,

17 in form satisfactory to the Secretary of the Interior, shall

18 have been ceded by the State of Maine to the United Slates.

19 Sec. 3. The administration, protection, and development

20 of the aforesaid national park shall be exercised under the

21 direction of the Secretary of the Interior by the Xational

22 Park Service, subject to the provisions of the Act of August

23 25, 1916 (39 Stat. 535), entitled “An Act to establish a

24 Xational Park Service, and for other purposes”, as amended: 

P ro v id ed , That the provisions of the Act of June 10, 1920,

2

25



1 known as the “Federal Water Power Act”, as amended,

2 shall not apply to this park: P ro v id ed  further, That no

3 general development of the area shall be undertaken until

4 all the lands described in section 1 hereof shall have been

5 accepted by the Secretary: A n d  p ro vid ed  fu rth er , That the

6 Secretary of the Interior may, in his discretion, accept for

7 administration and protection by the National Park Service

8 title to the area comprising the existing Baxter State Park

9 or such other portions of the area described in section 1

10 hereof subject to the agreement by the State of Maine that

11 if at least 90 per centum of the lands described in section 1

12 of this Act as may be designated by the Secretary of the

13 Interior as satisfactory for park purposes shall not have

14 been conveyed to the United States within ten years from

15 the date of the passage of; this Act the establishment of the

16 aforesaid national park shall be abandoned and the said

17 State shall accept a reconveyance of title to it by the Secre-

18 tarv of the Interior who is hereby authorized to execute an

19 appropriate deed or deeds for said purpose on behalf of the

20 United States of America.

3
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( t h i s  l a t t e ?  r-aa s e n t  t o  S e n a to r s  iin le  a no - i t e  on A p r i l  8 ,1 9 3 7 )
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D e a r  F r e d  -

I  era w r i t i n g  y o u  t n i a  l e t t e r  e n d  a l s o  am  s e n d i n g  i t  
t o  F a l l a c e  s o  t h a t  y o u  D o th  w i l l  u n d e r s t a n d  w h a t  I  h a v e  i n  
m i n d .  A l t h o u g h  t h e  l e t t e r  a n d  i t s  e n c l o s u r e s  b o t h  a r e  l o n g  
p l e a s e  r e a d  th o rn  c a r e f u l l y  b e c a u s e  i t  m e a n s  a  g r e a t  d e a l  t o  
m e t o  h a v e  y o u  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  h a s  a r i s e n .

On my r e t u r n  t o  P o r t i a n n  f r o m  a  b r i e f  t r i p  a b r o a d  I  
w a s  is a a e d  l a t e l y  c o n f r o n t e d  w i t h  HI; 5 8 6 4  i n t r o d u c e d  b y  B re w s ­
t e r ,  a n d  r e l a t i n g  t o  M t.  K a t a h d i n  s r d  t h e  a d j o i n i n g  t e r r i t o r y  
i n  t h e  S t a t e  o f  M a in e .

F o r  t w e n t y  y e a r s  I  w o rk e d  v e r y  h a r d  t o  g e t  t h e  S t a t e  
o f  M a in e  t o  b u y  M t. E h t a b d i n  f o r  a  p u b l i c  p a r k  a n d  w i t h o u t  
s u c c e s s .  H hen  X d e t e r m i n e d  t o  t a k e  t h e  m a t t e r  i n  my own h a n d s  
a n d  s o  I* b o u g h t  t h e  M o u n ta in  m y s e l f  a n d  g a v e  i t  t o  t h e  S t a t e  i n  
1 9 3 1 ,  a a  y o u  a r e  a w a r e *

T h e  S t a t e  a c c e p t e d  t h i s  g i f t  b y  f o r m a l  a c t  o f  t h e  L e g i s ­
l a t u r e  " t o  b e  f o r e v e r  h e l d  b y  t h e  s a i d  S t a t e  I n  TRUST f o r  t h e  
p e o p l e  o f  M a in e  f o r  S t a t e ,  F o r e s t ,  P u b l i c  P a r k  and  R e c r e a t i o n a l  
p u r p o s e s ’* . T h i s  c o n s t i t u t e d  a  s o le m n  p r o m i s e  o n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  
S t a t e  t h a t  i t  w o u ld  h o l d  t h i s  i n  T r u s t  f o r e v e r .

I t  now a p p e a r s  t h a t  f o r  com e t i m e  p a s t  c e r t a i n  p e o p l e  
h a v e  b e e n  a g i t a t i n g  t o  t r v e  t h e  R a t i o n a l  p a r k  S e r v i c e  t a k e  o v e r  
t h e  K n t a h d i n  a r e a .  L a s t  Sum m er a  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  f r o m  t h e  R a t i o n ­
a l  P a r k  s e r v i c e  c a l l e d  o n  me a n d  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  F ro m  
h im  I  f o u n d  o u t  w ho w e r e  b e h i n d  t h e  m o v e m en t a n d  I  t o l d  h im  v e r y  
d e f i n i t e l y  t h a t  I  w o u ld  n e v e r  c o n s e n t  t o  h a v e  L t .  K a t a h d i n  s u r ­
r e n d e r e d  b y  t h e  S t a t e  t o  t h e  R a t i o n a l  G o v e r n m e n t .  *

T h e  m an w ho  c a l l e d  u p o n  me w a s  D r .  E .  A . P r i t c h a r d ,  a n d  
i n  c o n f i d e n c e  X d i s c l o s e d  t o  h im  m y p l a n s  f o r  t h i s  a r e a ,  a n d  h e  
a s s u r e d  me t h a t  i n  v ie w  o f  w h a t  I  h a d  d o n e  a n d  s a i d ,  t h e  R a t i o n ­
a l  P a r k  S e r v i c e  w o u ld  n o t  i n t e r f e r e  i n  t h i s  r e g i o n  a n d  w o u ld  d r o p  
t h e  m a t t e r .  D r .  P r i t c h a r d  a s k e d  me t o  w r i t e  h i n  a  l e t t e r  w h ic h  
I  d i d  o n  A u g u s t  1 5 ,  1 9 3 6 ,  a n d  a n  a o u r e v i a t e d  c o p y  i s  e n c l o s e d  f o r  
y o u r  r e c o r d s .



I t  now  a p p e a r s  t h a t  a o n e b o d y  i s  t r y i n g  t o  r e v i v e  t h i s  
m a t t e r • T h e  n a t i o n a l  G o v e r n m e n t ,  h o w e v e r ,  i f  I  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  
l a w ,  c a n n o t  co n d em n  S t a t e  p r o p e r t y  w i t h o u t  t h e  c o n s e n t  o f  t h e  
S t a t s  L e g i s l a t u r e .  I f  I  am a n y  j u d g e  o f  t h e  t e m p e r  o f  t h e  
p e o p l e  o f  M ^ in e ,  t h e  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  w i l l  n e v e r  b r e a k  i t s  
p r o m i s e  t o  me a n d  t h e  P e o p le  o f  t h e  S t a t e *

My o n e  g r e a t  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h i s  S t a t e  l a  t h e  M t.  K a t a h d i n  
a r e a .  I  s h a l l  b e  g l a d  t o  t e l l  y o u  o f  my p l a n s  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e  
b u t  o w in g  t o  t h e i r  p e r s o n a l  n a t u r e  p r e f e r  n o t  t o  p u t  t h e s e  
p l a n s  on p a p e r .  A l l  I  a s k  i s  t h a t  t h e  f e d e r a l  G o v e rn m e n t  l e a v e  
t h i s  r e a  a l o n e  e n d  i n  d u e  t im e ' t h e  S t a t e  w i l l  h a v e  a  s p l e n d i d  
P a r k  t h a t  w i l l  b e  a  c r e d i t  t o  t h e  S t a t e ,  t o  b e  h e l d  f o r e v e r  f o r  
t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  p e o p l e .  I  w a n t  n o t h i n g  f r o m  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  t h e  
S t a t e  o f  M a in e  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e i r  r e s p e c t  a n d  I  am n o  l o n g e r  i n ­
t e r e s t e d  t o  h o l d  a n y  p u b l i c  poo  i t  i o n  w h a t s o e v e r .

N o t h i n g  c o p l d  b e  m o re  u n f a i r  a n d  u n k i n d  t h a n  t o  a d v o c a t e  
a  b i l l  o f  t h i s  s o r t  a f t e r  w h a t  I  h a v e  d o n e  f o r  M a in e .  A s I  
s a i d  i n  m y l e t t e r  t o  D r .  P r i t c h a r d ,  i f  t h e  F e d e r a l  G o v e rn m e n t 
w a n t s  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  N a t i o n a l  P a r k  i n  M a in e  t h e y  h a v e  t w e n t y  
m i l l i o n  a c r e s  o t h e r  t h a n  M t. E a t a h d i n ,  f r o m  w h i c h  t o  m ak e  a  s e ­
l e c t i o n .

N o t h i n g  o f  a  p u b l i c  n a t u r e  c o u l d  a r i s e  t h a t  t o u c h e s  me 
m o re  i n t i m a t e l y  t h a n  t h i s  b i l l  a n d  X s h a l l  n o t  r e s t  i n  p e a c e  u n ­
t i l  I  am  c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  i t  i s  d e f i n i t e l y  k i l l e d  e n d  t h a t  t h e r e  
w i l l  b e  n o  f u r t h e r  a g i t a t i o n  i n  r e g a r d  t o  i t .

F a i t h f u l l y ,

(S IG N E D ) FERCIV L P .  BAXTER

T o ­

i l  o n  .  F r e d e r i c k  H a le  
S e n a t e  O f f i c e  B u i l d i n g  
W a s h i n g t o n  
D, C .---------- ------------
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Dear 13?. A lb r ig h t  -

H av ing  j u s t  r e tu r n e d  fro m  a s h o r t  t r i p  a b ro a d  I  hnve 
b e f o r e  mo y o u r l e t t e r  o f  t h e  s e v e n th  and am g la d  to  l iv e  you 
my v iew s on th e  p ro p o s a l  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a n a t i o n a l  P a rk  in  th e  
l i t .  K a ta h d in  r e g i o n .

I  e n c lo s e  you c o p y  o f  a l e t t e r .  I  m '-ote to  D r. E . A. 
P r i t c h a r d  o f  th e  n a t i o n a l  P a rk  S e r v ic e ,  w r i t t e n  A ugust f i f t e e n t h  
l a s t  and a l s o  a co p y  o f  a  l e t t e r  w r i t t e n  to  S e n a to r s  F r e d e r ic k  
H a le  and r 'e l l s c e  H. V h .ito , J r .  u n d e r  d a t e  o f  t h e  e i  f i t  o f  A p r i l .  
A lth o u g h  th e s e  l e t t e r s  w hich  I  am e n c lo s in g  you a r e  lo n g , I  aslc 
you t o  p le a s e  r e a d  th e n  c a r e f u l l y  s o  t h a t  you •■ ill  u n d e rs ta n d  
my p o s i t i o n  in  th e - K a ta h d in  p r o p o s a l .

I  a s  much d i s tu r b e d  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a g i t a t i o n  in  r e g a r d  . 
t o  t h e  K a ta h d in  r e g io n  becom ing  a p a r t  o f  t h e  n a t i o n a l  P a rk  S e rv ­
i c e .  As you w i l l  see  from  th e  e n c lo s u r e s ,  a s  f a r  b ack  as 
1905  I  becam e i n t e r e s t e d  in  P a rk s  and h a v e  w orked c o n s c lc n t ic u s -  

■ly f o r  t h e n .  The n a t i o n a l  (Government h a s  h ad  am ple  o p p o r tu n i ty  
t o  e s t a b l i s h  a P o rk  in  t h e  K a ta h d in  r e g io n  th ro u g h o u t  o i l  th e s e  
y e a r s  end it-  seem s u n f a i r  t o  me now to  h a v e  them  e n te r  t h i s  r e ­
g io n .

I  xi i l l  n o t  go i n t o  d e t a i l s  in  my l e t t e r  t o  you b ecau se  
t h e  c o r re s p o n d e n c e  w ith  D r. P r i t c h a r d  and  S e n a to r s  H ale  and ’ h it©  
w i l l  th o r o u g h ly  e x p la in  th o  m a t t e r .

V/hen you cone  to  H e in e . t h i s  Sumner I  hope to  h ave  th e  
p l e a s u r e  o f  s e e in g  you a n a  th e n  I  v. i l l  bo p le a s e d  t o  t e l l  you in  
d e t a i l  my p la n s  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e .  I  hope t h a t  you w i l l  s ta n d - w i th  
no on t h i s  m a t t e r .

h i t h  k in d  r e g a r d s .

F a i t h f u l l y ,

Po-

H o race  M. A l b r i 'h t  
tm n  3517
tiO. 50  R o c k e f e l l e r  P la za  
Sew Y ork C ity ..

e%y % r* 1 ■ y '*** ^
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Q lC trtieb  £ > {< x ie &  J & e r x a le
C O M M ITT EE ON IN T E R ST A T E  COM M ERCE

A p r i l  13 , 1937

H o n o rab le  P e r c iv a l  p . B a x te r  
P o r t l a n d ,  M aine

• My' clear P e rc y :

On my r e t u r n  to  Was nine; to n  a f t e r  an  ab ­
se n ce  o f  a f e u  d ay s  I  found  y o u r l e t t e r  o f  A p r i l  8 
w ith  i t s  e n c lo s u r e s .

I  do n o t  have a copy o f  th e  B re w s te r  
b i l l  b e fo r e  me b u t i t  i s  my u n d e rs ta n d in g  t h a t  i t  i s  
o n ly  an e n a b lin g  a c t ,  i .  e . , one a u th o r i s in g  th e  Fed­
e r a l  Government to  ta k e  o v e r th e  p ro p e r ty  in  th e  
e v e n t th e  S ta te  sh o u ld  d e te rm in e  to  g iv e  i t  to  th e  
F e d e ra l  Governm ent f o r  p a rk  p u rp o s e s .  However, i n  
v iew  o f th e  g i f t  o f  t h i s  a r e a  to  th e  .S ta te  by you and 
o f  y o u r p r e s e n t  a t t i t u d e  and f u t u r e  p u rp o s e s ,  I  sh o u ld  
be r e l u c t a n t  to  se e  p a sse d  even  such  a b i l l  a s  Mr. 
B re w s te r  nas  in t r o d u c e d  and I  am w r i t in g  him to  t h i s  
e f f e c t .  I  have th e  v e ry  d e f i n i t e  f e e l i n g  t h a t  y o u r  
d e s i r e s  in  t h i s  m a t te r  sh o u ld  be r e s p e c te d .  I  s h a l l  
t r y  to  do so . 1

W ith a s s u r a n c e s  o f  r e g a r d ,  I  am

S in c e r e ly  v o u r s ,
U TO & & L. 41A-

v;/c
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H o m s  A d d r e s s i  
D E X T E R ,  M A I N E

Congress! of tfje ®mteb S tates
^ouste of JUpreaentatibe*

SBasfjtajjton, 2). C.

COMMITTEES: 
Naval Af f a ir s  
Insular  A f f a ir s  
D ist r ic t  o f  C olumbia 
Invalid P ensio ns

A p ril 14, 1937.

Hon. ^ e rc iv a l  P . B a i te r ,
P o r tla n d ,
Maine.

My d ear ^ o v e m o r;-

I  spoke to  S en a to r White reg a rd in g  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  
N ational re c o g n itio n  and co o p era tio n  i n  th e  p re s e rv a ­
t io n  o f th e  K atahdln  re g io n  and asked him to  communi­
c a te  w ith  you reg a rd in g  th e  m a tte r . S en a to r White 
re p o rte d  back th a t  you were in  Europe and I  a cco rd in g ly  
went forw ard w ith  th e  proposed B i l l  h e re , o f which I  
enclose  copy.

As you w i l l  n o te , t h i s  contem plates a p e rio d  of te n  
years  in  which d e te rm in a tio n  could be made a s  to  what 
w i l l  be th e  b e s t  method of p re se rv in g  th e  charms o f 
th e  K atahdin reg io n  f o r  f u tu r e  g e n e ra ti  ons w ithou t 
p re ju d ic e  meanwhile to  the  f u l l  freedom of a c t io n  of 
a l l  the i n t e r e s t s  th a t  a re  concerned.

I  did not r e a l iz e  you were re tu rn in g  so soon o r  I  should 
have been happy to d e fe r  in tro d u c tio n  of l e g i s l a t i o n  
here u n t i l  o p p o rtu n ity  fo r  a conference.

Both Senator Hale and S e n a to r White have c a l le d  me s in ce  
hearin g  from you and have suggested  the  d e s i r a b i l i t y  of 
a d iscu ss io n  o f th e  s i tu a t io n .

I  expect to be in  Augusta on F riday  of th i s  week and 
should be g lad  to  go over th e  m atter w ith  you i f  i t  were 
convenient fo r  you to  be th e r e .  I  am going  up by a i r  
in  o rd e r to  save time on account of th e  co n g es tio n  here 
and th i s  does n o t make i t  very  p ra c t ic a b le  to s to p  over 
in  P o r tla n d  o r I  would p la n  to stop  th e re  to  see  you i f  
th a t  were more co n v en ien t.

C o rd ia lly  yo u rs ,

C/c to  Hon. F red e ric k  Hale
Hon. ..a lla c e  H. , .h ite , J r .



A p r il  fo u r te e n th
1 9  3 7

Dear John -

R u p e r t  t e l l s  m e t h a t  h e  sh o w e d  y o u  t h e  c o p y  o f  t h e  
l e t t e r  I  w r o te  t o  S e n a t o r s  R a le  a n d  ? - h i t e  i n  r e g a r d  t o  B re w s ­
t e r s  p r o p o s a l  t o  h a v e  M t. K a t a h d i n  a n d  B a x t e r  S t a t e  P a r k  a b ­
s o r b e d  b y  t h e  N a t i o n a l  P a r k  S e r v i c e .  N o th in g  h a s  d i s t u r b e d  mo 
f o r  a  l o n g  t im e  a s  m u ch  a s  t h i s  a n d  a l t h o u g h  I  f e e l  c o n f i d e n t  
t h a t  w h i l e  I  am a l i v e  a n d  w e l l  n o t h i n g  c a n  b e  d o n e ,  o f  c o u r s e  
s o m e t h i n g  m ig h t  h a p p e n  t o  me a n d  t h e n  B r e w s t e r  m i g h t  a c c o m p l i s h  
h i s  p u r p o s e .

t h e n  I  n e s t  s e e  y o u  I  w a n t  t o  s i t  d o w n  w i t h  y o u  
a n d  err p l a i n  my p l a n s  s o  t h a t  i f  a n y t h i n g  s h o u l d  h a p p e n  t o  me 
y o u  c a n  r e p r e s e n t  me a n d  s t a n d  u p  f o r  t h e  h o n o r  o f  t h e  f a m i l y .  
A s y o u  a r e  a b o u t  t w e n t y  y e a r s  y o u n g e r  t h a n  I  a m , p e r h a p s  b e ­
tw e e n  u s  we c a n  o u t l i v e  f r i e n d  B r e w s t e r  a n d  t h u s  d e f e a t  h i s  
p l a n s .

I  a s k  y o u  t o  p u t  t h e  e n c l o s e d  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  i n  a  
s a f e  p l a c e  a f t e r  y o u  h a v e  r e a d  i t  c a r e f u l l y  f o r  y o u  m i g h t  w a n t  
t o  r e f e r  t o  i t  i n  t h e  f u t u r e .

T h e  l e t t e r  o f  A u g u s t  1 5 th *  1956, t o  D r ,  E .  A . P r i t c h a r d  
e x p l a i n s  i t s e l f .  He d i s c l o s e d  t o  me h e r e  i n  my o f f i c e  t h e  p l a n s  o f  
c e r t a i n  t i m b e r  l a n d  o ^ e r a  t o  s e l l  t h e i r  l a n d  t o  t h e  G o v e rn m e n t a n d  
h e  a l s o  s p o k e  o f  B r e w s te r * s  p r o p o s a l  e v e n  a s  f a r  b e c k  a s  l a s t  A ug­
u s t  .

T h e  l e t t e r s  t o  Senates* H a le  and ' h i t e  o f  A p r i l  8 th  a l s o  
e x p l a i n  t h e m s e l v e s .

i h e  l e t t e r  o f  A p r i l  9 t h  t o  H o n . H o r a c e  1,1. A l b r i g h t  w ho 
w a s  t h e  f o r m e r  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  P a r k  S e r v i c e  w i l l  b e  r e ­
c e i v e d  b y  h im  s y m p a t h e t i c a l l y  b e c a u s e  h e  i s  a  v e r y  f i n d  man a n d  h i s  
f r i e n d l y  to w a r d  m e .

T o  c h o w  y o u  how f k * e c s te r  i s  t r y i n g  t o  d i g  i n ,  h e  h a s  , 
t a k e n  t h e  m a t t e r  u p  w i t h  t h e  A p p a l a c h i a n  C lu b  a n d  I  h a v e  a  l e t t e r  
f r o m  M r , H o n s ld  L .  G ow er w ho  i s  p r o m i n e n t  i n  t h e  C lu b ,  a n d  I  r e ­
p l i e d  t o  h im  a b o u t  a s  I  d i d  t o  S e n a t o r s  H a l e  a n d  W h ite  a n d  a l s o  
e n c l o s e d  h im  c o p i e s  o f  t h e  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e .

O f c o u r s e  B r e w s t e r * s  m o t i v e  i s  a p p a r e n t  a n d  i s  t w o - f o l d *



A p r i l
f o u r t e e n t h
1 9  3 7

f i r s t  t o  i n j u r e  me a n d  s e c  o w l t o  g e t  so m e  p o l i t i c a l  a d ­
v a n t a g e  b y  b e i n g  i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  h a v i n g  a  n a t i o n a l  P a r k  i n  
M a in e .

I  s h a l l  n e v e r  c o n s e n t  t o  h a v e  my g i f t  t o  t h e  S t a t e  
t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  R a t i o n a l  G o v e rn m e n t b e c a u s e  I  h a v e  n o  
d e s i r e  t o  d o  a n y t h i n g  f o r  t h e m .  My s o l e  i n t e r e s t  i s  t o  d o  
s o m e t h i n  ; f o r  t h e  S t a t e  o f  M a in e  and i t s  p e o p l e ,  a n d  a s  I  
am  t h e  p i o n e e r  i n  t h i s  m a t t e r -  I  i n t e n d  t o  h o l d  t h e  S t a t e  
o f  M a in e  t o  i t s  s o le m n  p r o m i s e *

" ' I t h  e v e r y  g o o d  w i s h  t o  y o u ,  C o n n ie  a n d  t h e  o o y s .

A ffec t i o n a t e l y  

y o u r  u n c l e

T o —

M r .  J o h n  L .  B a x t e r
Brunswick
M a in e .

EH CLOSURES



B ear Governor Barrows

A p r il
s ix te e n th .
1 9  5 7

I  w a s  i n  A u g u s ta  y e s t e r d a y  o n  a  p r i v a t e  m a t t e r  
a n d  w a n te d  t o  c a l l  u p o n  y o u  t u t  f e l t  t h a t  w i t h  a l l  t h e  
p r o b le m s  p r e s s i n g  u p o n  y o u  I  h a d  b e t t e r  com e l a t e r  a f t e r  
t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  a d j o u r n s .  I  h o p e ,  h o w e v e r ,  y o u  a r e  w e l l  
a n d  t h a t  e v e r y t h i n g  w i l l  com e o u t  a l l  r i g h t .

On my r e t u r n  f r o m  a b r o a d  I  f o u n d  t h a t  C o n g re s s m a n  
B r e w s t e r  h a d  i n t r o d u c e d  a  b i l l  f o r  t h e  R a t i o n a l  G o v e r n ­
m e n t t o  t a k e  o v e r  M t„ K a t s h d l n .  T h i s  d i s t u r b s  me v e r y  
m uch  b e c a u s e  I  w a n t  t h i s  t o  f o r e v e r  r e m a i n  a  S t a t e  P a r k  
a n d  I  h a v e  so m e  a f a b l t l o u s  p l a n s  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e  i n  c o n n e c ­
t i o n  w i t h  i t .

As a m a tte r  o f f a c t  th e  S t a t e ,  by L e g is la t iv e  A ct, 
accep ted  th is  p ro p e r ty  to  be fo re v e r  h e ld  in  t r u s t  by th e  
S ta te  f o r  th e  b e n e f i t  o f  th e  p eo p le  o f  Maine and i f  I  am 
any Judge o f  th e  te n d e r  o f  Maine p eo p le  th e y  w i l l  n ev e r 
b reak  t h i s  t r u s t •

F o r  m o re  t h a n  t w e n t y  y e a r s  I  e n d e a v o r e d  t o  i n d u c e  
t h e  S t a t e  t o  p u r c h a s e  t h i s  r e g i o n  b u t  f i n a l l y  cam e t o  t h e  
c o n c l u s i o n  t h a t  i f  i t  w a s  t o  b e c o m e  S t a t e  p r o p e r t y  I  m y s e l f  
m u s t  b u y  i t  a n d  p r e s e n t  i t  t o  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  M a in e .  C e r t a i n ­
l y  i f  t h e  H a t i o n a l  G o v e rn m e n t  w a n t  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  n a t i o n a l  
P a r k  i n  M a in e  t h e y  h a v e  m i l l i o n s  o f  a c r e s  a p a r t  f r o m  K a t a h d i n  
f r o m  w h ic h  t o  c h o o s e .

I  h o p e  t h a t  G o v e r n o r  B r e w s t e r  w i l l  n o t  p r e s s  t h i s  
m a t t e r  b u t  w i l l  l e a v e  i t  t o  m e a n d  I  a s s u r e  y o u  i t  w i l l  b e  
w e l l  t a k e n  c a r e  o f .  Som e t i m e  w h e n . l 'c o m e  t o  A u g u s ta  I  
w i l l  t a k e  y o u  I n t o  a y  c o n f i d e n c e  I n  r e g a r d  t o  t h i s  a r e a .

^ i t h  my k i n d e s t  w i s h e s .

F a i t h f u l l y

H o n .  L e w is  0 .  B a r r o w s  
S t a t e  H o u se  
A u g u s t a  
M a in e ,
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D ear Congressm an -

I  r e c e iv e d  your l e t t e r  and u n f o r t u n a t e l y  i t  i s  
n o t  c o n v e n ie n t f o r  me to  come t o  A ugusta  to -m orrow  as 
you s u g g e s t  b e ca u se  Monday b e in g  a h o l id a y  I  h av e  made 
p la n s  f o r  th e  w e ek -e n d , . *

When I  r e tu r n e d  home from  a b r i e f  t r i p  a b ro a d  
I  found on my d esk  a copy o f your b i l l ,  w h ich  a f r i e n d  
in  W ash ing ton  s e n t  me. T h is  d i s t u r b s  me v e ry  much b ecau se  
I  h ave  p la n s  f o r  th e  K a tah d in  a r e a ,  w h ic h  i f  I  c o u ld  d i s ­
c lo s e  to  you I  am s u r e  would m eet w ith  y o u r  a p p ro v a l .

I  am h o p in g  you w i l l  n o t  p r e s s  t h i s  m a t te r  b e c a u se  
e v e ry th in g  i s  g o in g  a lo n g  w e l l  a t  p r e s e n t  and th e  S t a t e  i^  
u n d e r l i t t l e  o r  no e x p e n se . Of c o u rs e  when you in tro d u c e d  
your b i l l  you w e re  n o t aw are o f  my p la n s  and o f  th e  e s -  \ 
t a b l is h r a e n t  o f  a d e f i n i t e  T ru s t  i n  r e g a r d  to  th e  M o u n ta in * ’

The M ountain  was a c c e p te d  to  be f o r e v e r  h e ld  i n  , 
T ru s t  fo r  th e  p e o p le  o f  Maine and t h i s  was done  d e l ib e ra te ^ -  
l y  so  t h a t  i t  m u st alw ays rem ain  a S t a t e  P a rk , I f  th e  Fed­
e r a l  Government w an ts  to  have a N a t io n a l  P a rk  in  Maine l e t  
them  choose some o f th e  tw en ty  m i l l i o n  a c r e s  away from  Ka­
t a h d i n .  T here  i s  am ple room fo r  s u c h  a P a rk  in  A ro o s to o k  
and W ashington  C o u n tie s ,

.. .. ... I  am s e n d in g ..t h i s  d e t t e r   ̂to~  G overnor B arro-’ s ' o f ­
f i c e  as you p ro b a b ly  w i l l  c a l l  upon him as you p ass  th ro u g h  
A u g u s ts .

T o-

Hon. R alph  0 . B rew ste r
c /o  Hon. Lewis 0. B arrow s
S ta te  House
A u g u s ta
M aine,

F a i t h f u l l y , '

(S ig n e d ) PSRCIVAL P . BAXTER.

\
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Y our l e t t e r  o f  y e s t e r d a y  l a  f i n e  a n d  I  am  

g r a t e f u l  t o  y o u  f o r  i t .

B e f o r e  I o n ;  we w i l l  g e t  t o g e t h e r  a n d  t h e n  

w e  c a n  t a l k  t h e  n a t t e r  o v e r .

Y our t h o u ^ a t  a b o u t  J a c k * s  c o n t i n u i n g  

t h e  g ood  w o r k  i s  m o a t e n c o u r a g i n g  a n d  b e t w e e n  u s  a l l  

w e  s h o u l d  c o n s t i t u t e  a  p r e t t y  g o o d  te a m *

A f f e c t i o n a t e l y

y o u r  u n c l e

T o -

M r . J o h n  L .  B a x t e r
B ru n sw ick
M a in e ,

v
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A p r i l
s e v e n te e n th  
1 9  3 7

Dear F red  -

Y o u r t e l e p h o n e  m e s s a g e  e n c o u r a g e ^  mo m uch 
e n d  a l t h o u g h  I . c o u l d  n o t  30 t o  A u j a s t a  t o  m e e t  G o n g r e a s -  
Emn h r e w c t e r  a s  h e  r e q u e s t e d  I  s e n t  h im  a  l e t t e r  c o p y  o f  
w h i c h  i a  e n c l o s e d  t o  y o u  s o  t h a t  y o u  w i l l  b e  i n f o r m e d .

W a l l a c e  w r i t e s  n o  t h a t  h e  w i l l  s t a n d  w i t h  tm  
o n  t h e  j£ a t» h d in  m a t t e r  a n d  w i t h  y o u  a n d  h im  o n  my s i d e  
t h e r e  i s  n o t h i n j  t o  f e a r .

I  sex h o p in g  t h a t  C o n g re s s m a n  B re w .i t e r  r i l l  
w i t h d r a w  h i s  D i l l  a n d  o f  c o u r s e  w h e n e v e r  h e  w a n t s  t o  t a l k  
t h e  m a tte s*  o v e r  w i t h  me I  s h a l l  b e  a v a i l a b l e .

H e x t y e a r  i s  ^ o i n ?  t o  b e  a  c r i t i c a l  o n e  f o r  
M a in e  a n d  w e  m a t  a l l  " O r k  t o g e t h e r  t o  p r e v e n t  t h e  N a t i o n ­
a l  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  s e c u r i n g  c o n t r o l .  I  f e e l  t h a t  t h e y  w i l l  
d o  e v e r y t h i n g  i n  t h e i r  p o w e r  t o  c a r r y  o u r  S t a t e  a n d  G o v e rn ­
o r  EBrann*a f r i e n d s  a r e  v a ry  h o p e f u l .

A l t h o u . i l  1 9 4 0  i s  so m e  d i s t a n c e  a w a y ,  t i m e  p a s s e s  
r a p i d l y  a n d  I  w a n t  t o  s a y  t o  y o u  now I  h o p e  y o u  w i l l  c o n t i n ­
u e  i n  t h e  S e n a t e  f o r  a n  i n d e f i n i t e  p e r i o d  o n d  I  s h a l l  b e  
v e r y  h a p p y  t o  h e l p  y o u  i n  e v e r y  w a y .  Pie- s e  no  n o t  f o r  a  
m i n u t e  t h i n k  o f  w i t h d r a w i n g  b e c a u s e  y o u  a r e  n e e d e d  i n  W ash ­
i n g t o n  a n d  M a in e  i s  f o r t u n a t e  i n  h a v i n g  t  o  S e n a t o r s  a s  c o n ­
s c i e n t i o u s ,  a b l e  e n d  e f f e c t i v e  a s  y o u  e n d  ' c l l a c e .

B e l i e v e  m e

To
F a i t h f u l l y ,

H o n . F r e d e r i c k  H a le  
S e n a t e  O f f i c e  B u i l d i n g  
W a s h in g to n  
D. C.

EH CIO.. 1KB
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A p ril 19 , 1937

Hon. P e rc iv a l P. B axter 
P o r tla n d , Maine

My d ear Governor;

I  missed your l e t t e r  in  Augusta b u t re c e iv e d  i t  on my r e tu rn  here 
th i s  morning. I  am so rry  t h a t  th e re  was no t o p p o rtu n ity  to  t a l k  
over the s i tu a t io n  as I  am q u ite  su re  th a t  we a l l  have th e  same 
o b je c t iv e  in  view and th a t  i s  to  p re se rv e  the  Mount K atahdin  
re g io n  in  th e  b e s t  o o ss ib le  manner f o r  th e  s e rv ic e  o f  p re sen t 
and fu tu re  g e n e ra tio n s . iI
i'he f a c t  th a t  th e  Mount K atahdin a re a  i s  more and more recognized  
a s  one th a t  i s  e n t i t l e d  to  n a tio n a l re c o g n it io n  i s  a d em o n stra tio n  
o f  your fo r e s ig h t  i n  ta k in g  s te p s  to  p re se rv e  t h i s  a r e a .

Phere i s  in c re a s in g  concern  among n a tu re  lo v e rs  th a t  th e  increelsing 
in f lu x  o f  v i s i t o r s  in c id e n t  to  re c e n t developm ents may mar v e ry  
g r e a t ly  i t s  a ttra c t io n sn a n d  p o ss ib ly  re n d e r i t  im p rac tic ab le  i n  th e  
fu tu re  to  secu re  th e  re c o g n itio n  which would p u t i t  on a  p a r i ty  
w ith  the  o th e r  a re a s  th a t  have been recogn ized  a s  o f  n a t io n a l  
concern.

I  he problem o f p roper p ro te c t io n  and developm ent, I  am su re , i s  a 
m a tte r o f concern to  a l l  a l ik e  and th e  unique a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f the  
i'la tional Park S erv ice  and a l l  i t s  background o f  experience  and 
tra in e d  personnel in  hand ling  the  problems in c id e n t to  such a  
p ro je c t  seems alm ost im possib le  fo r  any s t a t e  o r in d iv id u a l to  
p a r a l l e l .

I t  i s  a m a tte r , however, upon which my own mind i s  e n t i r e ly  open 
w ith  only th e  one o b je c t iv e  in  view o f  th e  g r e a te s t  good o f the  
g r e a te s t  number and I  s h a l l  be very  g la d  to  d iscu ss  th e  m atte r w ith  
you a t  any tim e i t  may prove conven ien t.

I  am sure every c i t i z e n  o f Maine i s  a p p re c ia t iv e  o f  th e  i n t e r e s t  
which you have taken  i n  th e  p re se rv a tio n  o f th i s  g re a t  h e r i ta g e .

C o rd ia lly  yours
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LEWIS O. BARROWS 

GOVERNOR

Sq. r  r <3 UJS

3?f

JUtgoiistct

U r i l  19, 1937

/ ? 5 7
A P  f  I /

'Charles S# hichbern* P resid en t  
’ P ir s t  ‘k a tio n a l G ranite Paris -

''Paine:I . ’. h . - h  " .. k-k" - . ■ , ' - -I • ..

Dear C harles:

. 1  acluicvledge r e c e ip t  o f  pour l e t t e r  • o f the f if t s e n th .  

in  r e la t io n  tc  the su g g estio n  o f  ra iling  a n a tio n a l Park' 

o f ht* hatahdiu* -

X-had understood th ere  Teas*- end ir_ f a c t  I had seen* 

a t i l l  vh ich  had been p resen ted  to  Congress b y  Congressman 

Brens te r  j  su ggestin g  th e  e s t  ado 1 i  s ln e n t 'or' d es ig n a tio n  o f  a  

n a tio n a l Park irk th a t  area* although I  had no previous in — 

formation*

Phe only copy o f  the '-proposed an t union I have seen  I gave 

to  Commissioner.Seavey of the F orestry  Department a t h is  . 

req u est and he' advised  ne th a t  die vas -proposing ’to. send i t  to  

h r # . Banter*

Bhere i s  no -other in form ation  - th a t  I  have th a t I could., 

g ive  you in  t h is  connection#.
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LEWIS O. BARROWS 

GOVERNOR
A p ril 19, 1S37

honorable P e r c iv a l ?* Bezier  
P ortland , ha ir e

Dear G-overnor B arter:'

I £.c;aoviedge r e c e ip t  of pear l e t t e r  o f  th e  sixteenth 

end mould ad v ise  th a t  the f i r s t  I Iner; or heard 'cf ary sag—, 

g e s t io n 'c f  - the e s ta b l i s k  :ert o f  3. r a t io n a l Park mas Then I  

rece iv ed  a copy c f  the b i l l  th a t had 'beer, presented , bp Congress­

man P rem ter*

Bhere i s  r e a l ly  n o t roach inform ation  th a t I can g ive  you 

in  r e la t io n  to  i t *  Ike only  copy c f  th e  proposal m ilch I had 

I  gave to  ConuuLss lon er Seavey trho ashed ne fo r  i t  fo r  the . 

amoved purpose o f  ■ foru rrd irg  i t  to  you* I have no fu rth er  in ­

form ation* •
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Fireproof and Modern 
Garaqe in Connection

2 5 0  R O O M S  
A il F irep roo f end Wi 
Outside Exposure

J ^ S T A l -

C . J . C O O K
MANAGE R

I
ashing ton, D. C.

F A C I N G  THE C A P I T O L  P L A Z A

SENATE OFFICE BUILDINGS, LIBRARY OF CONGRESS . U NION STATION, Sw'THSONIAN AND 
NATIONAL MUSEUMS, WHITE HOUSE, TREASURY, WASHINGTON MONUMENT AND THE-'" 

THEATRICAL AND SHOPPING DISTRICT. *
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% O LA SI, VA., CHAIR MAJM
' ICEWNETH MC KELUAR. TEKJI. ' FREDERICK KAL2, MAINE 

ROYAL. 8 .  COPELAND, M .Y . GERALD P . NYE, N .D A K .
* CA RL HAYDEN, AHGE, FREDERICK ST83W E R , O K U .

E L M IR  THOMAS, O tO A .  ̂ JOHN G. TOWNSEND, J R ., D E L
■ JAM ES F . BYRNES, S .C .  . H. STYLES MUDftElR, H. H.

MILLARD K. TYDIHG8, M D.
RICHARD B . RUSSELL, JFL.GA.
ALVA B . ADAMS, COLC3.
PATRICK MC CARRAN, NEV.
JOHN H . OVERTON, LA.
JOHN H . BANKHEAD, ALA*
JOSEPH C. O’MAHONEY, WYO.
WILLIAM GIBBS MCADOO,CALtF.
HARRY S .  TRUMAN, MO.
Wm RYAN DUFFY, W IS.
EDWARD R . BURKE, NEBR.
HERBERT E* HITCHCOCK, S . DAK.
THEODORS F , GREEN, R. I.

*73

KENNEDY F . REA, CLERK 
JOHN W . R . SMITH, A SST . CLERK

M o  / £,

'H J C n U e b  J£> l< xle&  ^ y e r t a i e
C O M M IT T E E  O H  A PPR O PR IA T IO N S

A p r i l  2 1 ,  1 9 3 7 ,

/ 7*5 /  

2 /

H o n , P e r c i v a l  P ,  B a x t e r ,
2 2  M o n u m en t S q u a r e ,
P o r t l a n d ,  M a in e ,

D e a r  P e r c y

I  h a v e  y o u r  l e t t e r  o f  A p r i l  1 7 t h  e n c l o s i n g  c o p y  o f  

y o u r  l e t t e r  t o  B r e w s t e r .

Y e s t e r d a y  I  saw  C h a r l e s  N i c h o l s  a n d  h e  g a v e  me , 

c e r t a i n  I n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  I . w a n t e d ,  I  t h e n  h a d  a  t a l k  w i t h  

B r e w s t e r  a n d  W a l l a c e  W h i t e .  B r e w s t e r  i s  s t i l l  v e r y  s t r o n g
i

f o r  h a v i n g  h i s  b i l l  p a s s e d  a n d  h e  t h i n k s  i f  h e  c o u l d  h a v e  a n
■■' • « ■ *■ • : -* • *• $............ • - /--• •„ :,v< _ ,fi:\L

o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  t a l k  t o  y o u ,  y o u  w o u ld  a p p r o v e - i p f m  

l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  h e  i s  s e e k i n g  t o  b r i n g  a b o u t .  H e t e l l s  me 

t h a t  t h e  A p p a l a c h i a n  C lu b  i s  v e r y  m uch  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  p r o j e c t  

a n d  t h a t  h e  i s  h o p e f u l  o f  b u i l d i n g  u p  t h e  s e c t i o n  a r o u n d  

K a t a h d l n  f o r  a  w i n t e r  s p o r t s  c e n t e r ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e  N a t i o n a l  P a r k  

p e o p l e  w o u ld  b e  a b l e  t o  t a k e  c a r e  o f  t h e  w h o le  p r o p e r t y  i n  a  

m a n n e r  t h a t  t h e  s t a t e  n e v e r  c o u l d  a f f o r d  t o  d o .  I  t o l d  B r e w s t e r  

t h a t  I  w o u ld  t r y  t o  g e t  y o u  t o  com e on  t o  W a s h in g to n  a n d  t a l k  

t h e  s i t u a t i o n  o v e r  w i t h  t h e  d e l e g a t i o n  h e r e  a n d  t h i s  I  t h i n k  

y o u  o u g h t  t o  d o .  B e f o r e  t a l k i n g  w i t h  B r e w s t e r ,  I  t o l d  C h a r l e s
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N i c h o l s  t h e  sam e t h i n g .

B o th  W a l l a c e  a n d  I  t h i n k  t h a t  y o u  o u g h t  t o  com e d o w n  

t o  W a s h in g to n  s o m e t im e  w i t h i n  t h e  n e x t  tw o  w e e k s  a n d  g o  o v e r  

t h e  w h o le  m a t t e r  w i t h  t h e  d e l e g a t i o n  a n d  a l s o  w i t h  t h e  N a t i o n a l  

P a r k  p e o p l e .  N e i t h e r  W a l l a c e  n o r  I  w a n t  t o  s e e  y o u  t r e a t e d  

i n  a n y  w ay u n f a i r l y  a n d  B r e w s t e r  t e l l s  u s  t h a t  h e  d o e s  n o t .

Hon. P e r c lv a l  P . B a x te r ,

f o r  h i s  m e a s u r e  i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  p a r t  o f  t h e  s t a t e  a n d  u n l e s s  

s o m e t h i n g  i s  d o n e  t o  t a k e  c a r e  o f  t h e  p r o p e r t y  g i v e n  b y  y o u  

t o  t h e  s t a t e ,  e i t h e r  b y  y o u ,  b y  t h e  s t a t e ,  o r  b y  t h e  F e d e r a l

f o r  h i s  b i l l .  I  am h o p e f u l  t h a t  w h en  y o u  som e d o w n , s o m e t h i n g  

s a t i s f a c t o r y  c a n  b e  a r r a n g e d .

B r e w s t e r  i s  a p p a r e n t l y  w o r k in g  u p  c o n s i d e r a b l e  s u p p o r t

a u t h o r i t i e s ,  h e  w i l l  s o o n  w o rk  u p  s t r o n g  p u b l i c  s e n t i m e n t

S i n c e r e l y  y o u r s ,

H /L

v



Y5t h  CONGRESS 1 1  
1st Ses sio n R. 6599

IN  THE H 0U 8E  OF REPRESENTATIVES

A pril 22,1937

Mr. B rewster introduced the following bill; which wras referred to the Com­
mittee on the Public Lands and ordered to be printed

A  BILL
To provide for the establishment of the Katalidin National Park 

in the State of Maine, and for other purposes.

1 B e  it  en a c te d  b y  the S e n a te  a n d  H o u se  o f  R e p re se n ta -

2 tives  o f  the U n ite d  S ta te s  o f  A m e r ic a  in  C ongress  assem bled,

3 That when title to all of township 6, ranges 8 and 9; sections

4 .3 to 6 , inclusive; 9 to 12, inclusive; 15 to 18, inclusive;

5 21 to 24, inclusive; 27 to 30, inclusive; 33 to 36, inclusive;

6 township 6, range 10; all of township 5, ranges 8 , 9, and 10;

7 all of township 4, ranges 8V9, and 10; all of township 3,

8 ranges 8 , 9, and 10; east half township 3, range 11, north

9 of the West Branch of the Penobscot River; all of township 2 ,

10 range 10, north of the West Branch of the Penobscot River;

11 east half township 4, range 11; east half township 5, range



o

1 1 1 ; and all of the north half of township 2 , ranges 8 and 9,

2 in Penobscot and Piscataquis Counties, in the State of Maine,

3 shall have been vested in the United States, such lands shall

4 be, and are hereby, established, dedicated, and set apart as

5 a public park for the benefit and enjoyment of the people

6 and shall be known as the Katahdin National Park:

7 P r o v id e d , That the United States shall not purchase by

8 appropriation of public money any land within the aforesaid

9 area, but such lands shall be secured by the United States

10 only by public or private donations.

11 Sec . 2 . The Secretary of the Interior is hereby author-

12 ized, in his discretion and upon submission of evidence ojf

13 title satisfactory to him, to accept on behalf of the United

14 States title to the lands referred to in the previous section

15 hereof: P r o v id e d , That no land for said park shall be

16 accepted until exclusive jurisdiction over the said land, in

17 form satisfactory to the Secretary of the Interior, shall have

18 been ceded by the State of. Maine to the United States.

19 Sec. 3. The administration, protection, and development

20 of the aforesaid national park shall be exercised under the

21 direction of the Secretary of the Interior by the National

22 Park Service, subject to the provisions of the Act of August

23 25, 1916 (39 Stat. 535), entitled “An Act to establish a

24 National Park Service, and for other purposes”, as amended:

25 P r o v id e d , That the provisions of the Act of June 10, 1920,
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1 known as the “Federal Water Power Act”, as amended, shall

2 not apply to this park: P r o d d e d  further, That no general

3 development of the area shall be undertaken until all the

4 lands described in section 1 hereof shall have been accepted

5 by the Secretary: A n d  p r o v id e d  fu r th e r , That the Secretary

6 of the Interior may, in his discretion, accept for administra-

7 tion and protection by the National Park Service title to the

8 area comprising the existing Baxter State Park or such other

9 portions of the area described in section 1 hereof subject

10 to the agreement by the State of Maine that if at least 90

11 per centum of the lands described in section 1 of this Act

12 as may be designated by the Secretary of the Interior as

13 satisfactory for park purposes shall not have been conveyed

14 to the United States within ten years from the date of the

15 . passage of this Act the establishment of the aforesaid national

16 park shall be abandoned and the said State shall accept a

IT reconveyance of title to it by the Secretary of the Interior,

18 who is hereby authorized to execute an appropriate deed

19 or deeds for said purpose on behalf of the United States

20 of America.

/
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D e& r D i r e c t o r  C o m e r  e r

Y ou n o  d o u b t  hew© h o s r d  of  t h e  B i l l  
th a t Congressman B r e w s t e r  isos I n t r o d u c e d  {Hit 5864} 
the u i  t i r s a t e  o b j e c t  o f  which Is t o  h s v e  t h e  S t s  t o  o f  • 
k o i n e  g lv©  L e a n t  K e t a b d l n  t o  t h e  n a t i o n a l  S o v e r n m e n t .  
T h e  h i l l  a s  b o s- d r s w n  i s  * n  P t e r i n s  w e d g e  e n d  h % te r  
c a n  b© e a e o d e f i  t o  s e r v e  the p u r p o s e  o f  t h ^ c  b e h i n d  th is  

■ e o v e ta e n t ,  -

You ®sy have In mis*.? some o f  the his to ry  
o f  Mt. E s tc m f i in  h e r e  in hclne. A fte r  i o n s  y o s r s  o f  
e f f o r t  e.nd e ga inst r e le n t le s s  opposition , l  t r ie d  t o  
have t h e  Stats o f  S o la ©  p R irc h e se -  the fountain fo r  a 
S ta te  D a r k ,  b u t  f a i l i n g  in  th is ,  f in a l l y  purchased i t  
m y s e l f  a n t i  d e e d e d  i t  to t h e  - S t a t e  * t o  b e  f o r e v e r  held  
b y  t h e  s r id  State in . t r u s t  f o r  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  fe in e  f o r  
S t a t e ,  F o r e s t ,  f u b l i c  f a x 'k  and. k e e r e e t i o n a l  p u r p o s e s * * ,  
Skis i r u s t  w a s  f o r m a l l y  a c c e p t e d  e .s  s  i r u s t  a y  t h e  S t a t e  
L e g i s l a t u r e ,  t h e  e x a c t  ir u s t  l a n g u a g e  in  the- h e e d  being 
used In the A c t  o f Acceptance { L a w s  o f  h e i n e  1935, Chap­
t e r  S f  l ‘ 6 j .

1  w ant you e s  t h e  C h i e f  o f  a l l  our- B a t to n ­
a l  P arke  to  t o o ?  t h e  f a c t s  i n  t h i s  c a s e  -snd a l s o  t o  know  
how 1 ,  e s  th e  f o r m e r  o^m er end  a s  do n o r o f  th e  f o u n ta in  
f e e l  a b o u t t h i s  m a t t e r *  F o r  t h i s  p u rp o se  and  i n  o r d e r  
n o t  t o  r e p e a t  i t s e l f  I  e n c l o s e  y o u , a -c o p y  o f  my. l e t t e r  
o f  A u g u s t  15, 1956 t o  l> r, h. A* P r i t c h a r d  o f  your D e p o r t­
m ent and. «*• copy o f  t h e  me* o r  parfce o f  my r e c e n t  l e t t e r  
t o  S e n a to r s  h a le  a n d  -h it©  o f  i f e i s e ,  Sues© l e t t e r s  a r e  
l o n g ,  b u t  1 a sk  you to  re n d  i k e s  c a r e f u l l y *  1 / t e r  i n  
t h e  w e e k  1 w i l l  se n d  you a n e r-sp a p e r  in te rv ie w  t h a t  i s  
t o  a p p e a r  i n  out* fa in ©  p a p e r s .

I t  has been suggested. by certa in  .good f r i e n d s  
:: th s t  i  l u r r y  o n  to C a a h i n g t o n  to  o p p o s e  th is b i l l ,  i n  ques­
t io n ,  I t  8C0Q8 to  me, however, -th a t the man who g ives  to  
h is  n a t iv e  S t a t e  i t s  highest d m  g r a n d e s t  mountain, i t s  
c h ie f  n a t u r a l  • a t.tra c tio n ,, in  l ‘rusfc t o  be forever held  by 
s a i d  s t a t e ,  sfcould n o t  be c a lle d  upon to  defend h i s  g i f t ,  
both e th ic a lly  end le g a l ly  tile  g i f t  should defend i t s e l f  
against any attack such as the.t in  BE 5864,
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I  hair©  B e n t  y o u r  p r e d e c e s s o r  i n  o f f i c e ,  i o n *  
H o ra e ©  K . A l b r i g h t ,  c o p lo B  o f  t h e  s h o v e  m e n t io n e d  l e t t e r s  
fo r-  h o  a l s o  I s  f t e G d l l n r  w i t h  t h e  l a i n e  s i t u a t i o n  a n ti  
o n c e  s p o k e  very  k i n d l y  t o  m e i n  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  g i f t  I
h a d  t h e n  h u t  r e c e n t l y  o e d e .

You say remember that la s t  t e n o r  you v e r y  
k ind ly  gave se le t t e r s  t o  your Park isupcri n t enuente 
in  the- t e s t  end Alaska and these s e r e  appreciated .
My P a r k  t r ip  w a s  m o s t  s a t is fa c to ry  in  e v e r y  w ay  s a d  t h e  
le t t e r s  o p e n e d  a l l  d o c s 's .

V e ry  t r u l y  y o u r s

E o n .  A rn o  B ,  C a n m e re r  
D i r e c t o r  o f  n a t i o n a l  P a r k s  
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r  
W ashington 
I ) .  C*

e n c l o s u r e .
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J^ h C lO se  you  an in t e r v ie w  in  

R egard t o  th e  proposed Estaladin Hark h i l l  w hich  

ap p ears to -d a y  In  th e  le a d in g  new spapers o f  

S a i i» «  i  am c o n f id e n t  th a t  i t  w i l l  m eet w ith  a  

c o r d  S a l r e c e p t io n  among th e  men and women o f  

t h i s  S t a t e ,  I  w ant you t o  h a r e  t h i s  f o r  your 

r e c o r d s .

W ith k in d  r e g a r d s .

V ery s i n c e r e ly

T O -  ' ' ' ; r •

Hon* Arno B . Carsmerer 
D ir e c to r  O f R a t io n a l  3»&rks 
Departm ent o f  th e  I n t e r io r  
W ashington  
B*C* '
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Lear Sovernor Barrows - .. ■

I am sending you the enclosed interview
rhich you may have seen. It is appear-ins to-day in the
leading newspapers of our State and shows you just ho?; 2
feel toward Brer s ter *« Kotshdin blii* Before long 2 want

*

to come to Augusta and talk v ith you about this matter and 
2 shall be happy to tell you in confidence of e$t plans. I 
told of them in the yesrs past to Governors Gardiner and 
. Brarm and you should know about them.

It Is unbelievable to me that the State 
a&ould ever break its solemn pledge and as I view it, it 
is far better for feine to be free from Federal control in 
r ■ gard to its Parks , Eat a M i n  State Park is only four 
years old and I know that the people of Shine appreciate 
the gift.

- . ’ ■ With kindest regards. b"v

Very sincerely,

T & ~

■ Eon* Lev;is 9* Barrows \ , ...... . . .. ., -
State House
Augusta
Maine.

■K ? -w # uf '<
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Points Out State Holds Land Under Deed Of 
Trust And Asserts Erection Of- Hotel* 

Would Be Sacrilege

Prompt and vehement objection was 
voiced Sunday by former Gov. Perei- 
val Pi Baxter to the proposal made 
in Washington recently by Representa­
tive Ralph O. Brewster relative to the 
future status of Mt. Katahdin. Mr. 
Brewster would have the federal gov­

ernment acquire a substantial acreage, 
including Mt. Katahdin for a national 
park. Former. Governor Baxter, points 
out that his. gift of Mt: Katahdin is 
now held'“under a very definite deed 
of trust” by the .state, and that devel-. 
opment of Kathadln under the 
Brewster plan would commercialize 
the area and constitute not only a 
breach of terms of the deed of trust 
but “nothing less than sacrilege.” , 
Tn an interview Sunday he made 

the following statement:
“The Bill recently"* introduced Into 

the United States Congress . by Con­
gressman Ralph O. Brewster seeks as 
its ultimate purpose to have the Na­
tional Government take Mt. Katahdin 
from the State of Maine. Moreover, 
according to a recent newspaper ac­
count from . Milllnocket, the same 
Congressman also advocates the lo­
cation in this area of great log 
oabin. hotels similar to those which 
have been established; in the Yellow-

Jr"-

tvnrt business . groups; As my 
i : great Interest. in Maine lies in . .this 
l - region, I feel It proper to make this 
1'explanatory statement through the 

rh  medium of the 'newispapers of our
* Held In Trust Forever

. I “My fellow citizens should be. re­
minded" of the fact that the gift of 
Katahdin to the State is under a 
very definite Deed of Trust, which 
by both the Deed itself and the 
Legislative Act .accepting it (Laws of 
Maine, 1933) provides that the area 
donated was accepted by the State 
"To be forever held by the said State 
in trust for the people of Maine.'

“A Deed of Trust is and; always has 
been considered sacred and inviolate, 
and if I am any Judge of the temper 
of Maine men and women they never 
will transfer Katahdin to the United 
States Government and thus violate 
the trust solemnly entered into by 
their Governor grid Legislature. This 
mountain is the property of the Peo­
ple of Maine forever to be held by 
the State for their benefit. As donor 
of this area I wished to do some­
thing that for all time would benefit 
my native State, and thus express my 
appreciation for the honor it: con­
ferred upon me. In planning for this 
over vail those years my sole interest 
was in the State of Maine, riot In 
the National Government.

“As a  q u e s t io n  b o t h  of e t h t e s  a n d  
o f  l a w ,  a  t r u s t e e  c a n n o t  s e l l  o r  o t h e r ­
w i s e  d is p o s e  of T r u s t  p r o p e r t y ,  n o r  
c a n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  G o v e r n m e n t  

b y  e m i n e n t  d o m a in  t h e  p r o p e r ty  
o f -  t h e  S o v e r e ig n  S t a t e  o f  M a in e  
W h e n  t h e  L e g is la t u r e  o f  1 0 3 3  p a s s e o  
i t s  A c t  o f  A c c e p t a n c e  a n d  G o v .  L o u is  
J . B r a n n  s ig n e d  i t  o n  E e b . 9  o f  t h a t  
y e a r ,  t h e  m a t t e r  w a s  s e t t l e d ,  t h e n  a n d  
t h e r e .  A s  C o n g r e s s m a n  B r e w s t e r  m a y  
n o t  h a v e  b e e n  a w a r e  o f  t h e s e  tru st  
p r o v i s io n s  a t  t h e  t im e  h e  in tr o d u c e d  
h i s  b i l l ,  I  h a v e  w r i t t e n  a n d  a l s o  h a v e  
t a l k e d  w it h  h i m  r e c e n t ly  e x p l a i n i n g  it 
a l l  t o  h im  a n d  h a v e  a s k e d  h im  to  
w i t h d r a w  b i s  b i l l .

Must Not Be Spoiled
“As to the second suggestion made && 

by Congressman • Brewster about - 
building ‘great hotels* in the Katah- 
dih region, it is definitely provided 
both in the Deed of Trust and in the 
Act of Acceptance that the area-do­
nated ‘shall forever be left 'in its 
natural wild state, shall forever -be 
kept as a sanctuary for. wild beasts 
and birds, that jno roads or .ways. for 
motor -vehicles' shall- hereafter ever 
be constructed therein or thereon.*
Even if these, binding .provisions'-:in 
the deed" of gift aid nOt exist, it would 
be a shame to desecrate Maine’s great 
mountain with hotels and similar 
places of amusement.

"Katahdin should and must always 
remain the wild, storm-swept, un­
touched-by-man region it now is; 
that is its great charm. Only small 
cabins for mountain climbers should 
be allowed there; only trails for those 
who travel on foot or on horseback, 
a place where nature rules and where 
the creatures of the forest hold un­
disputed dominion. As modern civ­
ilization with its trailers and hot dog 
stands, its radio and jazz, encroaches 
on the Maine wilderness, the time 
yet may come when only the Katah­
din. region remains undefiled by man.
; H otels, Sports N ot For- K atahdin 

■/ ‘'If Mftine^;1hC ^

whefctf ~in as at Poland
Spring, the hills and valleys of Cen­
tral Maine, the wilds of Aroostook 
and Washington Coiinties, the lakes 
of Franklin and Oxford, the nigged 
shores of Hancock and also nearby - 
in the White Mountains of New 
Hampshire, all beautiful Ideations, 
many already equipped with fine ho­
tels eager for more guests.

“To commercialize this magnificent 
area, to desecrate it with ‘great ho­
tels’ with their noisy social life, their* 
flaming signs, the roar of motor cars 
and airplanes coming and going to 
break the peace of that great soli­
tude would be nothing less than sac­
rilege. The people of Maine, even if 
it were possible to do so, will not 
permit it.

“Malne_ has 20 million acres out­
side of Katahdin where countless ho­
tels and ‘great log cabins' can be 
built, if required, to care for all 
the sports, Winter and Summer, that - 
Maine ever will need, and where the 
National Government can establish 
several National Parks if it sees fit to. 
do so.,

Future Of Katahdin
“As for myself, I have definitely 

retired to private life, and want 
nothing from my fellow citizens other 
than their respect. All I ask of the 
State of Maine is that it ..does not 
prove faithless and break its given 
word. Maine was a State for 113; 
years, from 1820 to 1933, and during 
all that period Katahdin was ignored, 
until it was bought by me and giv­
en to the State a s  a  trust forever.
M a n y  p e o p le  c la im - t h a t  i t  i s  thfe 
s t a t e ’s  g r e a t e s t  n a t u r a l  a t t r a c t i o n . 1 
T h e  S t a t e  P a r k  i s  o n l y  fo u r  y e a r s  o ld , 
a n d  n a t u r a l l y  s o m e  t i m e  is  r e q u ir e d ’ 
g r a d u a l ly  t o  c o m p le t e  t h e  p r o j e c t .  I f  
th e  F e d e r a l  G o v e r n m e n t  w il l  k e e p  o u t  
o f  K a t a h d i n ,  I  h a v e  i n t e r e s t i n g  p la n s  
fo r  t h e  f u t u r e  t h a t  w i l l  m e a n  m u c h  
to  M a in e .  .

“T h e  s o l e m n  T r u s t  c r e a t e d  fo r  t h e  
b e n e f i t  o f  t h e  p e o p le  o f  t h i s  S t a t ^  
m u s t  n o t  b e  b r o k e n .  G o d  m a d e  K a ­
t a h d in ;  l e t  n o t  m a n  d e s p o i l  i t . ”

,a
•3
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B u R D E T T . W A R D ^ L L  & R 4 N N E Y
J .  O T IS  W A R D W E L L  
S H E L D O N  E.  W A R D W E L L  
T H O M A S  A L L E N  
D U D L E Y  P . R A N N E Y

84- State St., Boston

A t t o r n e  y s  a t  L a w
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May 3 1937

H o n .P er c iv a l B a r te r ,
P o r t la n d , M aine. -

My dear Governor B axter:

My a t t e n t io n  h a s Ju st been c a l l e d  
to  H .R .6599 in trod u ced  ip  t h e  House o f  R e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  
by Mr. B rew ster on A p r il 22nd p r o v id in g  f o r  Katah&in 
N a tio n a l Park.

In lo o k in g  in to  t h i s  m a tter  I  was inform ed th a t  
you were in  fa v o r  o f t h i s  b i l l ,  but on d is c u ss in g  i t  
w ith  Mr. 'Whitcomb t h i s  a fte r n o o n  he s ta te d  th a t he b e l ie v e d  
my in fo rm a tio n  was in c o r r e c t , and th a t  w h ile  you m ight have 
fa v o red  a sm a ll s t a t e  park on K atah d in ,h e  d id  not f o r  a 
moment th in k  th a t  you would fa v o r  a F ed era l park w hich  
would s t e r i l i z e  some 330 ,000  a c r e s  r ig h t  in  the m id st o f  
our o p e r a tin g  t e r r i t o r y  and he su g g e s te d  th a t  i f  I  f e l t  
any doubt about your a t t i t u d e  I  m ight w r ite  you.

I t  i s  tru e  ;th a t  th is  b i l l  i s  p e r m iss iv e  and o n ly  p r o v id e s  
fo r  th e  accep ta n ce  o f  g i f t s , w i i h  no p r o v is io n  fo r  e x p e n d itu r e s  
fo r  a c q u i s i t i o n .  However, we regard  the b i l l  as an op en in g  
wedge and f e a r  th a t  once th e  l i m i t s  o f  a park are d e f in e d ,  
th e r e  w i l l  he p r e ssu re  fo r  a p p r o p r ia t io n s  to  buy o r  ta k e  
th e  a r e a . B eing in  the h e a r t  o f  th e  o p e r a tin g  t e r r i t o r y  o f  
th e  Great N orthern Paper Company and n e a r ly  h a lf  th e  acreage  
owned by i t ,  we b e l ie v e  the b i l l  i s  v e ry  dangerous and th a t  
th e  r e s u l t  would be to  p u t th e  Great N orthern Paper Co. on a 
l iq u id a t in g  b a s is  in s te a d  o f  a b a s i s  o f con tin u ou s o p e r a t io n .  
In  o th er  w ord s,th e  company n e e d s  th e  la n d s fo r  growth and 
u se  and does n o t want to  se e  them s t e r i l i z e d  by th e  Government 
by c r e a t io n  of: some so r t  o f  a fa n cy  park id e a .  I f  i t  i s  not  
t r e s p a s s in g  on your good n a tu r e , I  would v ery  much a p p r e c ia te  
an e x p r e s s io n  o f your v iew s w ith  regard  to  t h i s  b i l l .

Very t r u ly  y o u r s ,

sew/c....  ̂ ; ' ................
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PER eiV A L P. BAXTIIR  
Portland , (Maine

May
fo u r th  
1 9  3 7

Dear D r. P r i tc h a rd

No doubt you have heard  o f  the  b i l l  r e c e n tly

In tro d u ced  in to  Congress by Congressman B rew ster o f 

Maine, the purpose o f  w hich i s  to  have th e  F ed e ra l 

Government ta k e  Mt. K atahdin  from th e  S ta te  o f Maine.

I  r e c a l l  our co n v e rsa tio n  o f  l a s t  August and

th in k  you w i l l  be i n t e r e s t e d  in  th e  en c lo sed  in te rv iew  

which appeared y e s te rd a y  in  th e  le ad in g  new spapers o f 

M aine. This s ta tem en t a lre a d y  h as been w e ll re ce iv ed  

by our c i t iz e n s  and I  am hoping th a t  Congressman 

B rew ster w i l l  w ithdraw  h i s  b i l l .

I f  you jo u rn e y  to  Maine th i s  Summer I  hope to  

have th e  p le a su re  o f  s e e in g  you.

D r. E . A. P r itc h a rd  
N a tio n a l Park S erv ice  
D epartm ent o f  th e  I n te r io r  
W ashington 
D .C .

Very t r u l y  yours

To-

( ENCLOSURE)
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UNITED STATES

DEPA RTM EN T O F  T H E  IN T ER IO R
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

W a s h in g t o n

May 5, 1937.

Mr. Percival P. Baxter,

Portland, Maine.

My d ea r Mr. B ax ter:

I have read with a great deal of interest your letter of 
April 26, with its enclosures, and I appreciate your deep per­
sonal concern in the Mount Katahdin project. Certainly, one 
who has labored as you have to provide a great public park for 
the State of Maine would be vitally interested in any proposal 
that might affect that project in any way.

As you probably know, the National Park Service does not 
have funds with which to purchase national parks. In the West, 
they have been established by Congress setting aside suitable 
areas from the public domain. In the East, they have been 
established by Congress only after the necessary lands were pur­
chased and donated to the Federal Government. The Great Smoky 
Mountains project, for example, has been made possible through 
the efforts of the States of Tennessee and North Carolina and 
by the generosity of Mr. John D. Rockefeller, Jr., and others, 
who have contributed from their own private funds. Many people 
were able to contribute only enough to purchase one acre of land. 
But, whatever the individual contribution might be, the project 
has been made possible largely by private contribution and by the 
efforts of public spirited citizens and organizations. Their 
efforts have extended over more than ten years and acquisition of 
the necessary lands has not yet been completed. I tell you this 
merely to emphasize the long road that lies ahead before the Mount 
Katahdin National Park, proposed by Mr. Brewster, could be estab­
lished.

Last summer, at the request of Governor Brann, the Department 
sent two representatives to investigate the Mount Katahdin region 
to determine its eligibility for national park status. They re­
ported that an area comprising the mountain itself would not, in 
their judgment, be sufficient for national park status. Consid­
ering the region generally, however, they recommended that if a



r

minimum a re a  o f  approx im ately  f iv e  hundred square  m ile s , in c lu d ­
in g  th e  m ountain and numerous scen ic  la k e s  and stream s, could he 
acq u ired  f o r  p a rk  p u rposes, i t  would be w orthy o f  n a tio n a l park  
s ta tu s  and would p rov ide  an  o p p o rtu n ity  to  r e s to r e  and p rese rv e  
an a re a  o f  g re a t  in s p i r a t io n a l ,  s c i e n t i f i c ,  and re c re a t io n a l  
v a lu e . Such a  park  would p ro te c t  an  o u ts ta n d in g  example o f  th e  
n o rth e rn  A ppalachian range w ith  i t s  n a tiv e  fauna and f l o r a ,  i t s  
g eo lo g ic  s to r y  and i t s  scen ic  charm. I t  would be un d u p lica ted  
by any o th e r  a re a  in  th e  n a tio n a l park  system and, in  tim e , would 
become a g re a t  economic a s s e t  to  th e  S ta te  o f  Maine.

The Departm ent has n o t y e t re p o r te d  upon th e  b i l l ,  H. R. 
5864, and i t  w i l l  p robab ly  d e s ire  to  study  th e  p ro je c t  from a l l  
a n g le s  b e fo re  a f i n a l  r e p o r t  i s  made. I  am su re  i t  would not be 
th e  d e s ir e  o f  e i th e r  Mr. B rew ster o r  t h i s  Department to  jeopard ­
iz e  th e  B ax ter S ta te  Park  o r to  undo in  any way th e  p u b lic  
s p i r i t e d  work t h a t  you have done..

We a re  d e lig h te d  to  know th a t  you r t r i p  th rough  th e  parks 
l a s t  y ear was en joyab le  and we s h a l l  he g lad  to  do fo r  you what­
ev e r we can a t  any fu tu r e  tim e .

S in c e re ly  y o u rs ,

V



May 
f i f t h  
1 9  3 7

Dear Mr. ?Jardwell -

I  se n t  you a .te leg ra m  in  no u n c e r ta in  term s on 
r e c e ip t  o f  your l e t t e r  and I  cannot u n d erstan d  how anybody 
co u ld  g iv e  you th e  im p ressio n  that I  fa v o red  th e  Brew ster  
b i l l .

Ho one f e e l s  more s t r o n g ly  a g a in s t  th e  F ed era l 
Government in v a d in g  the S ta te  than I  do and w hatever parks 
we have in  Maine in  my o p in io n  should  be S ta te  r a th e r  than  
R a tio n a l P a rk s. w hatever I  can do to  d e f e a t  th e  B rew ster  
b i l l  w i l l  be done and I  a lr e a d y  am c a rr y in g  on an e x te n ­
s iv e  corresp on d en ce  w ith  our Congressmen and o th e rs  in  Wash­
in g to n .

W ith th e  Great n orth ern  a g a in s t  t h i s  b i l l  i t  c e r ­
t a i n l y  ought n o t t o  make any p ro g ress  w h a tso e v e r . B ie  
G reat N orthern i s  t h e . f i n e s t '  in d u s tr y  we have in  Maine 
both  as t o  i t s  s  i z e  and th e  c h a r a c ter  o f  i t s  management and 
no one a p p r e c ia te s  more than 1 do what t h i s  Company means to  
our s t a t e .  Of c o u r se  P r e s id e n t  Whitcomb w i l l  w r ite  o r  a l ­
read y  h as w r i t t e n  to  S en a to rs  B a le  and S h i t e ,  and h e  w i l l  
f in d  th a t  th e y  a r e  On our s i d e .

I  e n c lo s e  you a v ig o ro u s p r o te s t  I  gave out on 
f e y  th ir d  o f  t h i s  w eek . I t  appeared in  th e  "Bangor le w s’*, 
th e  "P ortland P r e ss -H e r a ld ” , the “L ew iston Sun” , "Kennebec 
Jou rn a l" , "Bath Times" and s e v e r a l  o th er  p a p er s . This h as  
been w e l l  r e c e iv e d  and I  am h e a r in g  from i t  from d i f f e r e n t  
s e c t io n s  o f  th e  S t a t e .

You may q u o te  me in  any way th a t w i l l  h e lp  out 
c a u se  and i f  you have su g g e s t io n s  to  make I  w i l l  be happy to  
r e c e iv e  them .

W ith kind r e g a r d s .

Eo- S in c e r e ly  y o u r s ,

S h eld on  B . Ward © e l l .  E sq . - (S ig n ed ) PERCIVAL P. BAXTER
c / o  B u r d e tt , W ardwell and Ranney 
Ho. 84 S ta te  S tr e e t  A
B o sto n .

P .S . The number o f  B r ew ster ’ s b i l l  i s  H.K. 5 8 6 4 , I  se e  tb « t
you u sed  H .R . 6599 . Both may be c o r r e c t ,  out I  c a l l  t h i s  
t o  your a t t e n t io n .
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May a oven til 
1 9  5  7

Dear- W allace -

I  have your l e t t e r  o f  May f i f t h  and thank you  
fo r  i t .  The la s t  se n te n c e  o f  you r  l e t t e r ,  how ever, d i s ­
tu rb s me a l i t t l e  fo r  I t  in d ic a te s  th a t  th e re  e ig h t  be a  
p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  your ehenging your T iers w ith  r e sp e c t  t o  
th e  B rew ster b i l l .

I  am c a l l i n g  upon you t o  sta n d  by me through  
th ic k  and th in  because our s id e  i s  th e  r ig h t  one and th e r e  
can be no com prom ise.

You w i l l  be in t e r e s t e d  to  know th a t  th e  Club 
C o u n c il o f  th e  Appalachian Iloanfcain Club a t  i t s  m eetin g  y e s ­
te r d a y  p a ssed  the fo llo w in g  v o t e s -

”VOTED -  That th e  A ppalach ian  Loant a in  Club go on 
r e c o r d  a s  b e in g  opposed to  th e  p assage o f  B .R . 5854  
(a  b i l l  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a R a tio n a l Park a t  K atahdin) 
th a t  a copy o f  t h i s  v o te  be s e n t  t o  th e  Chairman o f  
th e  Committee on P u b lic  Lands o f  th e  House o f  Repre­
s e n t a t i v e s ,  and th a t  the d e le g a t e  ( i f  a p p o in ted ) t o  
th e  -forthcom ing A ppalachian T r a i l  C onference be in ­
s tr u c te d  t o  v o te  in  accordan ce w ith  t h i s  a c t i o n . Ij

T h is  i s  very  s i g n i f i c a n t  because th e  A p palach ians  
are a f i n e  group o f  men and women, w ith  no axes to  g r in d , and 
d e e p ly  in t e r e s t e d  in  th e  g r ea t o u t - o f - d o o r s .  You can app re­
c i a t e  how much In flu en ce  they h ave in  m atters o f  t h i s  s o r t .

th en  you have th e  tim e  p le a s e  r e a ssu r e  me be  
c a u se  I  hove been very anxious a b o u t t h i s  m atter*

k i t h  kind r eg a rd s.

S in c e r e ly  yours

H on. W allace II, f lh i t e ,  J r .  
S e n a te  O ff ic e  B u ild in g  
W ashington  
D . C .



^ C r t H c b  ^ c D i c t l e s  J e b e n c i l e

CO M M ITT EE O N  IN T ER STA T E COM M ERCE

May 7, 1937

Mr. William. E. Wing 
Deering High School 
Portland, Maine
Dear Mr. Wing:

This acknowledges your letter of May 4.
You do not have to apologize for writing 

me about any matter in which you are interested.
Your real offense is not in this letter but in the 
fact that you hsve not let me know before and from 
time to time what you think about things down here.

I have something of the same feeling 3rou 
do about this Park Bill. If Governor Baxter gave 
it to the State in trust and on conditions, it \TOuld 
seem to me the State ought not to convey it sway with 
out Governor Baxter's approval. This is my present 
feeling about the matter. I don’t want you to re­
gard this as*a positive commitment against the leg­
islation, for I do not like to close my mind until 
I have heard the whole matter threshed out and know- 
all sides of it.

.With assurances of regard, I am 
Sincerely yours,

, b u r t o n  k . w h e e l e r , m o n t .» c h a ir m a n

ELLISON D. SMITH. S . C . WALLACE H. WHITE, J R ., MAINE
ROBERT F . WAGNER, N. Y . JAM ES J .  DAVIS, PA.
ALBEN W. BARKLEY, KY. WARREN R . AUSTIN, VT.
M. M. NEELY, W. VA.
WILLIAM H. DIETERICH, ILL.
AUGUSTINE LONERGAN, CONN.
FRED H. BROWN, N. H.
HOMER T . BONE, W ASH.
VIC DONAHEY, OHIO 
SHERMAN MINTON, IND.
A. HARRY MOORE, N . J .
HARRY S . TRUMAN, MO.
C . O. ANDREWS, FLA.
EDWIN C. JOHNSON, COLO.
H. H. SCHWARTZ, WYO.

H EN RIK SHIPSTEAD, MINN.

M . W . MITCHELL, CLERK
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. BURTON K. WHEELER, M ONT., CHAIRMAN 
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HOMER T . BONE, W ASH.
VIC DONAHEY, OHIO 
SHERMAN MINTON, IND.
A. HARRY MOORE, N. J .
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EDWIN C. JOHNSON, COLO.
H . H. SCHWARTZ, WYO.

HENRIK SHIPSTEAD, MINN.

M . W . MITCHELL, CLERK

La)  h t re

Q l C w i e b  ^ > t c t f c s  S e n a t e

C O M M IT T E E  O H  IN T E R ST A T E  COM M ERCE

May 7, 1937

Hon. Percival P. Baxter 
Portland, Maine
My dear Percy:

This acknowledges your letter of
May 5.

A representative of the Great Northern, 
whose name has for the moment escaped me, called 
on me some days ago and made clear the attitude 
of his Company toward the Brewster proposal.

With assurances of regard, I am
Very sincerely yours,

WHW:w



R o b e r t  Ma r s h a l l  . 
O ffice  o f  Indian  a f f a i r s  

W A S H IN G T O N ,  D. C.

May 8 , 1937.

HqIi . P e rc iv a l P. B ax ter,
P o r tla n d , Maine.

Dear Sovernor B ax ter:

I had a lread y  re a d  with trem endous in te r e s t  and d e lig h t  
your statem ent concern ing  th e  p re s e rv a tio n  of p r im i t iv e  con­
d i t io n s  around the  p a rk s  which you so generously  gave as a  
p re se n t to  the S ta te  of Maine.

I th in k  your e v a lu a tio n  of what th e  N a tio n a l Park  S erv ice  
does to an a rea  when i t  goes in to  i t  i s  f a i r .  You s ta te :  nKa- 
tah d in  should and must always rem ain th e  w ild , s torm -sw ept, 
untouched-by-man re g io n  i t  now i s ;  th a t  i s  i t s  g r e a t  charm .H 
I th in k  you are r ig h t  in  presum ing th a t  i f  the P a rk  S erv ice 
goes in , judging by what i t  has done to  the p rim eval n a tio n a l 
p a rk s , Katahdin w il l  no longer rem ain in  th is  c o n d itio n . In ­
deed I •understand from quite  d i r e c t  sources th a t  some of th e  
park  Service people a re  a lready  g re a t ly  annoyed th a t  they can 
not go in  there w ith  th e i r  development programs.

I w ish I c o u ld  meet you some day. I t  i s  a  g r e a t  th in g  
when a man who h a s  r i s e n  so h igh  in  p u b lic  l i f e  a s  you g iv e s  
in  such a  s u b s ta n tia l  manner to  the p re s e rv a tio n  o f  the w il­
d e rn ess . Those o f u s  who b e lie v e  th a t  i s  one of th e  most 
v i t a l  f ig h t s  in th e  country  today  are  a l l  very much encour­
aged by your sp len d id  a c tio n s .

Many thanks f o r  your k ind  p ra is e  o f my w ild e rn ess  
a r t i c l e .

S in ce re ly  yours,
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4  BURTON K . W HEELER, MONT., CHAIRMAN
ELLISON 0 .  SM ITH, S . C. WALLACE H. WHITE, J R .,  MAINE
ROBERT F . WAGNER, N. Y. JAMES J .  DAVIS, PA.
ALBEN W . BARKLEY, KY. WARREN R . AUSTIN, VT.
M. M. NEELY, W . VA.
WILLIAM H. DIETERICH, ILL.
AUGUSTINE LONERGAN, CONN.
FRED H. BROWN, N. H.
HOMER T .  BONE, WASH.
VIC DONAHEY, OHIO 
SHERMAN MINTON, IND.
A. HARRY MOORE, N . J .
HARRY S .  TRUMAN, MO.
C . O. ANDREW S, FLA.
EDW IN C . JOHNSON, COLO.
H . H . SCHW ARTZ, WYO.

HENRIK SHIRSTEAO, MINN.

M . W. MITCHELL, CLERK

Q l C n H c b  / S i a i e s  G e n e t i c

COMMITTEE ON INTERSTATE COMMERCE

May 10, 19?7

Honorable Per'cival P. Baxter 
Portland, Maine
My dear Percy:

This acknowledges your letter of ?fey 7.
I have reread ray letter of the 5th and es­

pecially the last sentence of it. I had no special 
reason for putting in the language which troubles you. 
I suppose I did it simply out of that Yankee caution 
which recognises that the future is a long while and 
that one never can tell what it holds.

I do not expect to see the Brewster bill 
passed by this Congress, and I have no reason now to 
think I shall ever have any other attitude than my 
present one.

With assurances of regard, I am
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U N IT E D  STATES
DEPARTMENT O F  THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

W a s h in g t o n  .

May 10, 1937.

Hr. P e rc iv a l  P . B axter,

P o r tla n d , Maine.

My d ear Mr. B ax ter: •

We have received  your l e t t e r  o f May 3 in  which was 
enclosed  your newspaper in terv iew ., reg ard in g  the proposed 
Mt. K atahdin N ational P a rk . We a p p re c ia te  your th o u g h tfu l 
ness in  send ing  us th i s  s ta tem en t fo r  our reco rd s .

By t h i s  time you no doubt have rece iv ed  our l e t t e r  
of May 3 reg a rd in g  th i s  proposed p ro je c t .
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Hit-Gl. L
May f i f t e e n t h  
1 9  3 7

Dear D ir e c to r  Bemaray -

I  r e c e iv e d  your l e t t e r  o f  May te n th  and thank you  
fo r  I t .  I  am an xiou s th a t  you knar how Maine p eo p le  f e e l  
about K atahd in . W ithout e x c e p tio n  a l l  th o s e  who have r i t t e n  
t o  or ta lk e d  w ith  me are opposed to  h a v in g  a R a tio n a l park 
in  t h i s  a rea . Not a s in g le  Maine c i t i z e n  th a t  1 know o f  ap­
proves i t .

Maine people are proud o f  end d e e p ly  I n te r e s te d  in  
t h i s  mount a in  even  thou ;h th e ir  Park be somewhat l im ite d  in  
e x te n t .  The s t^ te  Park com prises in  e x c e s s  o f  9 square m i le s ,  
about 6000 a c r e s ,  or’i n 3 t o  the e a s t e r ly  and w e s t e r ly  s id e  
l in e s  sp rea d in g  s l i g h t l y  as th ey  extend  sou thw ard . T his area  
in c lu d es  w ith in  i t s  boundaries a l l  th e  s p e c ta c u la r  sc e n e r y  o f  
the m ountain . Our S ta te  i s  f in a n c ia l ly  a b le  t o  and w i l l  
p rop erly  ca re  fo r  t h i s  r e g io n . There i s  no q u e s t io n  w hatsoev­
er  as t o  t h i s  b e in g  a tten d ed  t o .  L ast y ear  tw o and a t  t im es  
th ree  se n  w ere s ta t io n e d  in  t h i s  area  a t  th e  app roach es a t  
the e a s te r n  and w estern  s id e s  o f  th e  m ou n ta in , and a lth o u g h  a 
sm a ll t r e e  or two may have been  c u t  down th a t  la  a t r i f l i n g  
m a tter . Ho doubt such  th in g s  happen In  your g r e a t  parks In  
th e  Wait* v ' >-

th e  p eo p le  t o  vhom X r e fe r r e d  as opposed  t o  th e  b i l l  
now pend ing hope th a t th e  n a t io n a l Park S e r v ic e  w i l l  not lo o k  
w ith  fa v o r  upon th e  Katahdin p r o je c t  and th e y  sa y  to  you and 
your a s s o c ia t e s  " P lease  a llo w  us to  have ou r  own l i t t l e  s t a t e  
Park In Maine even  though i t  be not as l a r g e ,  as w e l l  k ep t or 
as e la b o r a te ly  la id  out as you rs" , rhen  p eo p le  do som ething  
fo r  th e m se lv e s , when th ey  have the p le a su r e  o f  d e v e lo p in g  th e ir  
own p r o je c t  i t  g iv e s  them v a s t ly  more s a t i s f a c t i o n  than to  have 
someone tak e  i t  over  and manage i t  fo r  them .

The M aine'Congressman who sp o n so rs  th e  b i l l  u se s  as an 
argument th a t  a sm a ll a p p ro p ria tio n  o f  # 3 ,0 0 0 *  was n ot passed  
by the r e c e n t  L e g is la tu r e .  The S ta te  TJudget Com m ittee, howev­
e r ,  o f  w h ich  our p resen t Governor Is  th e  p r in c ip a l  member, ap­
proved th e  a p p r o p r ia t io n  and a l l  was g o in g  w e l l  u n t i l  I went 
abroad. In my ab sen ce  the L e g is la tu r e  made an i n e f f e c t i v e  g e s­
tu r e  toward economy and th e  Park a p p r o p r ia t io n  in  th e  con fu ­
s io n  o f  i s s u e s  was l o s t .  Bad I been p r e se n t  I  am c o n fid e n t a l l  
would have been w e l l  because our L e g is la t o r s ,  w ith o u t e x c e p t io n ,  
a p p r e c ia te  th e  m ountain and are g lad  th a t  th e  S ta te  owns i t .
The f a i lu r e  o f  a sm a ll a p p ro p ria tio n  g iv e s  a t r i f l i n g  rea so n  to  
advance fo r  the S o v ere ig n  S ta te  o f  Maine t o  su rren d er  i t s  own­
e r s h ip  o f  i t s  gran d est m ountain . The Park i s  o n ly  four years  
o ld .  P le a se  g iv e  i t  tim e to  " fin d  i t s e l f " .



I s a y  f i f t e e n t h  
1 9  3 7

You are aware th a t th e  h ta te  Bark ia  h e ld  under a d e f i n i t e  
T ru st c re a te d  by Act of the A egis In tur© " to  be fo r e v e r  h e ld  by 
th e  S ta te  in  T rust fo r  the P eop le  o f  Main©", *re p e o p le  In Maine 
'ay be somewhat o id - fa sn  to n ed , out v-e keep our so lem n  co v en a n ts*  

For t h i s  rea so n  I  s i  su re  th a t  no s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e  w i l l  break  
th e  T ru st crea te-j by the Act o f  1933 in  regard to th e  g i f t  o f  
t i l l s  M ountain. C erta in ly  i f  i t  ever  cooes to  me to  conae; t to  
an Act of Annul: erst X w i l l  never do s o .  In a d d it io n  t o  t h is  
some of piy legal fr ien d ?  ms in  ta in  th a t  th e  Courts would n o t per­
m it i t .

Of course I r e a l iz e  th a t  th e  proposed law  i s  p e r m iss iv e  
o n ly ,  but th o se  who f e e l  a s  X do regard  i t  a s  an e n te r in g  wedge 
th a t  u i t i o a t  e ly  may d e p r iv e  to  in© o f  i t s  c o n tr o l  o f  a la r g e  area  
o f  f o r e s t  land*

In order th a t  you sa y  have sob© id ea  o f  th e  f e e l i n g  h e r e  
X e n c lo s e  you an e d i t o r i a l  from th e  le a d in g  newspaper Of th e  
S ta te *  th e  P o rtland  ffcess-h era ld  o f  Hay 10th* O ther* o f  o u r  pa­
p er*  a ls o  Have e d i to r i a l s  a g a in s t  th e  Hat io n a l Park p la n  and In 
fa v o r  o f  r e s p e c tin g  th e  T ru s t c re a te d  f o r  th e  b e n e f i t  of B ains  
P eop le*  I f  I  am any judge o f  p u b lic  se n tim en t h e r e  in  M aine, 
a f t e r  h a v in g  l iv e d  here a l l  ay  l i f e *  and h av in g  been a c t iv e  in  
p u b lic  a f f a i r s  fo r  t h ir t y  y e a r s ,  I  u n r e se r v e d ly  sa y  th a t I  be­
l i e v e  our p eo p le  want “o manage tu la  Park th em se lv es  and aak the  
n a t io n a l  government to  r e s p e c t  t h e ir  w is h e s .

A fte r  tw e n ty -s ix  years o f  p e t  le n t  p e r s i s t e n t  e f f o r t  I a c ­
q u ired  th e  m ountain ana e ltb o u g o  i t  may not. in t e r e s t  th e  t o t  io n a l  
Park S e r v ic e  I  have c e r ta in  p la n s  fo r  th e  fu tu r e  th a t  i f  a llo w ed  
to  m ature w i l l  prov id e  our S t a t e  w ith  an area  o f  w h ich  i t  w i l l  n o t  
be asham ed.

I t  i s  very s i g n i f i c a n t  th a t  on May 6 th  l a s t  th e  A ppalachian  
Club p a ssed  a R e so lu tio n  a g a in s t  n a t io n a l i s in g  F a ta n d in , a copy o f  
w hich  a lrea d y  has been se n t  you* ana y e s te r d a y  th e  F ed erated  to r  don 
Clubs o f  to  hi© a S ta te -w id e  o r g a n iz a t io n  w ith  a membership o f more 
than  2600  e n t i r e ly  n o n - p o l i t i c s l  and a b s o lu te ly  u n s e l f i s h  p assed  
an o th er  R e so lu tio n  a g a in s t  th e  p r o j e c t .  A copy I s  e n c lo s e d , f i l l  
th e  N a tio n a l Park h e r v ic e  care  to  e n te r  a S ta te  roen  th e r e  e x i s t s  su ch  
a s tr o n g  o p p o s it io n  to  th e  p r o je c t  nor pending in  C on gress .

lo -H o n . A.B*Demarsy C tfa^dutd i 
f ic t io n i;l  Park S e r v ic e  
Department o f  th e  In te r io r  
rabbintfcon.

Very t r u ly  yours



' £  f& lv . 'fU UuM -lf
JiEi/CLVLi) s

thu Gurd.cn Clubs of Zu fcvo- $v& oppose'.' to

the bill recently .introduced into Congress (U.K* 6599) 
to sake &t* KateMia into a Sat tonal pr.r-k, re feel that 
Kt* Eatefc&ia is distinctly a diaino ocuntsin sub should for* 
ever remain a State .Bark, unspoiled by cosnercicil exploitation 
accordin^ to the ^ m s t  created viien it was acceptor by the 
State legIslature. <

Olt
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B W J
e i g h t e e n t h  
X 9 3 7

Bear fir* S n lth  -

Mo d o u b t you hay© re a d  sc sn e th ln j In  th e  p ap e rs  abou t 

th e  proposed 1 s t  Iona 1 p a rk  a t  S a te  M in  and X a a  in te r e a te d  to  

knot*/ ho?? you regard  su ch  a p r o je c t*

The A ppalachian Clubs and th e  F ed era ted  (terdea Clubs 

o f  Bain© h a w  passed  r e s o lu t io n s  In  fav o r  o f  th e  S ta te * s  l i v i n g  

u p  t o  th e  T ru s t o f  W3S ©hereby th e  S t a t e  a c c e p ts #  t h e  .g l f t l o f  

JCBtahdiii, and o f  a l l  th e  peop le  who have w r i t t e n  and

th e  b i l l *

X en c lo se  you an  in te rv ie w  th a t  ©a« r e c e n t ly  g iven  to
# - **

th e  p ap ers by s e  s o  t h a t  you  w i l l  a c e  how X f e e l  ab ou t i t *  The 

park i s  o n ly  fo u r  y e a r s  o ld  end I  cannot f o r  a-Bixaent b e l l e w  

th a t  any Maine Xe^ialatoK^TOUld v i o l a t e  th e  T r u st that was m&®
f o u r  y g o -r g - e j o ^

’k i th  k ind  reg a rd s*

a *

H on. CJeorge O tis  Sm ith
B k o  b e g a n
H e i n e .

S in c e r e ly

T - i : C L ^ i s m t

m

/  9 3 7
M y  i p



UNITED STATES
DEPARTM ENT O F THE IN T ER IO R

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

W a s h in g t o n

May 19, 1937

Mr. P e rc iv a l P . B ax ter,

P o rtla n d , Maine.

Dear Mr. Baxters '

We have received your letter of May 15 regarding the proposed 
Mount Katahdin National Park, in which you enclosed a copy of the 
resolution of the Garden Clubs of Maine, and a clipping from the 
Portland Press Herald of May 14-.

We a p p re c ia te  th i s  fu r th e r  e x p re ss io n  of your p o in t o f view .

Sincerely yours,



y  /  i - J \  t % i

U / J . r

/

h U ;1

f.ay tw en ty—f i r s t  
1 9  5  7

Dear Governor -

Or  my r e tu r n  home a f t e r  an ab sen ce  o f  a 
few weeks abroad I  was d isa p p o in te d  to  f in d  th a t  th e  
L e g is la tu r e  in  i t s  e f f o r t s  t o  econom ize d e fe a te d  th e  
m odest a p p ro p r ia tio n  o f  ^ , 000,  w hich  you and your  
budget com m ittee recommended fo r  th e  S ta te  Park a t  Ka- 
ta h d in . I  sh o u ld  l ik e  to  come to  the n ex t C ou n cil 
m eetin g  and ask  fo r  a s p e c i a l  a p p r o p r ia t io n  fo r  t h i s  
sea so n * s work i f  t h i s  has your a p p ro v a l, ?«i l l  you  
p le a s e  l e t  me kno*- how you f e e l  abou t i t .

I  have a lr e a d y  w r i t t e n  you p r e v io u s ly  about 
Congressman B rew ster*s p r o p o sa l to  make th e  S atah d ln  
r e g io n , in c lu d in g  th e  S t a t e  P ark , in t o  a g r e a t  N ation ­
a l  P ark . I  am e n t i r e ly  ou t o f  sym pathy w ith  any su ch  
p la n . The S t a t e  o f  Maine sh o u ld  r e t a in  t h i s  area  and 
care  fo r  i t  I t s e l f  even  1$?tt I t  n o t f o r  th e  T ru st which  
th e  S ta te  c re a te d  by L e g i s la t iv e  A ct o f  1 9 5 5 . As to  
th e  T rust i t s e l f ,  I  have c o n s u lte d  th o s e  who a re  w e l l  
inform ed and am t o ld  th a t  t h e  S t a t e  l e g a l ly  cannot 
t r a n s f e r  t h i s  area t o  th e  S & tlon a l Governm ent, m i  c e r ­
t a i n l y  i t  i s  a l s o  u n d e r v e r y  s tro n g  m orel o b l ig a t io n  not  
t o  d o  s o .

From v a r io u s  s e c t io n s  o f  Maine and from  peo­
p le  o u ts id e  our S ta te  I  am r e c e iv in g  com m unications 
u r g in g  th a t  th e  S ta te  h o ld  f a s t  to  i t s  own park and I  
hope you f e e l  as I  do ab ou t i t .  When n ex t I  come to  
A ugusta we w i l l  t a lk  t h i s  o v e r .

W ith k ind  regard s to  Mrs. Barrows a m  you r­
s e l f .

S in c e r e ly

T o-

Hon. Lewis 0* Barrows 
S t a t e  House 
A ugusta  
M aine.
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* a  ;x i e ^
M a  y

May tw e n ty -fo u r th  
1 9  3 7

Dear Ed -

You iia vo soon  some t i l in g  o f  Brews t  er *3 p r o je c t  t o  
b r in g  K atshd in  in to  a g r e a t  N a t io n a l Park com p ris in g  s o a e -  
th in g  in  e x c e s s  o f 509 sq uare m ile s  and in  h ia  p r o p o s it io n  
h e  p rop oses t o  have the S t a t e  o f  Maine tu rn  over to  the fe d ­
e r a l  Government th e  Str t e  Park t h a t  was c r e a te d  by A ct o f  
th e  L e g is la tu r e  in  T ru st in  1 9 3 3 .

n a tu r a l ly  I am much opposed t o  B r e w s te r ^  id e a  and 
s h a l l  n o t c o n s e n t , i f  ray co n sen t be n e c e s s a r y , to  th e  
S ta te  *a v io la t in g  th e  A ct o f  A ccep tan ce  w hich  as you know 
i s  p r in te d  in  th e  L^ws o f  M aine.

I f  I  c o u ld  in  some way c o m p le te  th e  p u rch ase  frost you 
o f  th e  Township th a t  we h ave  been t a lk in g  a bout i t  would o n ce  
and f o r  a l l  end any fu r th e r  d i s c u s s io n  o f  drew a t e r  * a p lan  
and I  am hop ing  from day to  d a y  t o  h ear  from  you th a t we can  
go  th rou gh  w ith  t h i s .  1 have a  l e t t e r  from  th e  n a t io n a l  Berk 
S e rv ic e  sa y in g  th a t  th e  F e d e r a l Government does n o t pu rchase 
la n d  f o r  n a t io n a l  Parks and t h a t  i t  i s  alw ays n e c e ssa ry  th a t  
th e  la n d  be d o n a ted . From t h i s  i t  would seem  to  me th a t  
th e r e  i s  no h o p o  o f  c e r ta in  tim ber land  owners in  th a t  r eg io n  
ev er  s e l l i n g  t h e ir  land to  th e  N a tio n a l Government and I  can­
n o t u n d erstan d  why any o f  them  w ould be in t e r e s t e d  in  th e  pro­
j e c t ,  u n le s s  th ey  are  w i l l i n g  to  make a g i f t  o f  “h e ir  proper­
t y  to  t h e  U n ited  S ta te s  o f  A m erica . Moreover oneo th e  lo n g  
arm o f  th e  F e d r a l  Government r e a c h e s  down in  th e  Maine tim ­
ber land  a nobody knows v h ere  th e  end w i l l  be and 1 should th in k  
th a t some o f  our paper com panies would lo o k  upon drov';,ter*3 
p r o p o s it io n  w ith  alarm .

When I  hear fa v o r a b ly  from  you I  w i n  im m ed iately  crank  
up my o ld  car and jou rn ey  to  Bangor b ecau se  K atahdin i s  my 
one g r e a t  in t e r e s t  and I  am co u n tin g  upon you to  stan d  by me.

W ith e v e r y  gaod w ish  to  you  ami y o u r s .

T o -  S i n c e r e ly ,
Edward M. Graham, £ s q .
E a stern  M anufacturing Company
Bangor
M aine.



COFi: OP L 'iM :i ;  f r o r :  K FCIV FL K  B:-.Xrr i2 i
to  HOF* KARQiLD L . XCrO.Fi, S e c 'y *  I k p t • o f  t h e  I r b  c r i e r  

U'&shingtoii, JD« 0.

For t la n d ,  ila in e , 
May t w e n t y - f i f t h  
1  9 S 7

Doer S e c r e ta r y  Xckea

fh e r e  I s  r k  pending b e fo r e  ik© N a tio n a l Park  
.S erv ice  o f  year Department fo r  reco isnen& stion  or d isa p p r o r ­
a l  a b i l l  B J u  6599 th a t p ro p o ses t o  e s ta b l is h .  a N a t io n a l  
■Park In  th e  EB-tahdin r eg io n  i n  M aine, end X d e s ir e  p e r so n ­
a l l y  t o  c a l l  your a t t e n t io n  t o  I t ,

A fte r  brenty-atK  y e a r s  of pa t i e n t  and pars l a t e n t  
e f f o r t  X eoqnireel 6f oco a c re s  of f o r e s t  land w hich in c lu d e d  
M t, E atahd in  and in  1939 f e y - l e g i s la t i v e  Act t i e  .S ta te  o f  
Maine a ccep ted  this a s a g i f t  ”1$ trust for the P eo p le  o f  
Maine fo r e v e r 11 '(laws of Maine 1933, Chapter 5)* 3k© b i l l  
nosr referred to would have o a r  S ta te  transfer this don©tod 
area to th e  F ed era l Government fee. a portion of a mch larger 
area surroun din g  th e  m ountain .

A lready I  have corresp on d ed  . r i t h  your N a tio n a l  
-Park s e r v i c e ,  to  D ir ec to r  lio n , Arno B* Gsnsaerer A p ril 2 6 ,
1 9 3 7 , and A ctin g  D ir e c to r  Hon, A, E , JSecmr&y May I S ,  1 9 5 7 , 
and have en c lo sed  t o  then  c lip p in g s  from Maine /neoapapars 
end r e s o lu t io n s  o f  Maine C lu b s, s - i l  a g a in s t  th e  p en d in g  pro­
p o sa l* ' For your ieeaed ie te  In fo rm a tio n  I  e n c lo s e  you c o p ie s  
o f  t h e  R e so lu tio n s  o f  th e  A p p alach ian  M ountain Club and* th e  
F ed erated  Garden Clubs o f  Maine and an e d i t o r i a l  from  th e  
P ortlan d  * FiibBS-K15lAX<D0, tlio  le a d in g  newspaper o f  th e  s t a t e ,

• w h ich  I s  t y p ic a l  o f  o th er  e d i t o r i a l s  th a t  .appeared th r o u ^ io u t  
t h e  S ta te *  In f a c t  a l l  th e  c i t i z e n s  o f  Main© who h ave  w r i t ­
t e n  to  and spoken w ith  n s  a b o u t t h i s  m a tte r , and many have  
done s o ,  e r e  a g a in s t  th e  m easure* . E n c lo sed  you a l s o  w i l l  f in d  
e  s ta te m e n t , p re p a re d  .fey a s  and p u b lish ed , throughout our S t a t e ,  
w h ich  met w ith  generous a p p r o v a l,

X know o f  your deep  I n t e r e s t  i n  th e  w id e , open  
sp a c e s  and have b e fo r e  me e x t r a c t s  from  your a d d re sses  na&e in  
1 9 3 e  w h erein  you ad voca te  th e  p r e s e r v a t io n  o f  our w ild e r n e s s  
a r e a s .  In  jay g i f t  o f  th e  mounta in  t o  M aine, th e  c o n d it io n s  
i n  th e  Deed provided  th a t  i t  “s h a l l  fo r e v e r  feo l e f t  i n  th e  
n a tu r a l  w ild, s t a t e  end t h a t  no roads or ways fo r  motor v e h ic le s  
s h a l l  h e r e a f te r  ever fee c o n s tr u c te d  t h e r e in  o r  th e re o n ,"

Eatahdin I s  Maine*e g r e a t e s t  n a tu r a l a t t r a c t io n ,  
Maine “ i l l  g iv e  i t  proper c a r e  end Maine p eo p le  e r e  happy th a t  
i t  i s  a S t a t e  Park fo r e v e r  to  be h e ld  a s  such fo r  t h e i r  bene-



P o rtlsm d , M aine, 
May t w e n t y - f i f t h

- 2 -  1 9  5 ?

fit and for the benefit of the visitors who some to them*

Zh v i m  of the hint!tug t r u s t  p r o v is io n s  in the . 
gift t o  th e  S ta te  -and o f  the r;i&e-sjs*@a& opposition  a g a in s t  
t h i s  m easure, I  hope that your Department will d isa p p r o v e  
the bill (HE,6599) far without your approval the b i l l  has 
no obance of passing*

. 0oi* Maine Senators , 'Bon, Frederick B ale  and EOn. 
Wallace H» W hite, Jr* will no doubt be glad, to give you  
t h e i r  views upon this m a tte r , m  w il l  otir C oagressaea  from 
the First dad Second Main© d i s t r i c t s ,  Eon* James 0 . Oli­
v er  end Boa* Clyde H* Smith. ■_■

R e s p e c t fu l ly ,

(S&HiED) RS^CIV/tL I5* BAXTER

T o -  ■ _ ■

Eon* Ear old. 1* Ickes 
.Secretary, Department o f  the ' f i e r i e r  

’ ■ Washington 
i > . e .

E l  ~ ^x#0 v1
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THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR 
WASHINGTON

MAY 25 1937

Hon. Rene L. Derouen,
Chairman, Committee on Public Lands,

House o f Representatives.
My dear Mr. Chairman:

I have received, your l e t t e r  o f A pril 29 en clo sin g  a copy of 
H. R. 6599 e n t it le d  "A B i l l  to provide fo r  the establishm ent o f  
the Katahdin N ational Park in  the S tate o f Maine, and fo r  other  
purposes”, and requ estin g  a report thereon.

At the request of the Hon. Louis J . Brann, Governor o f Maine, 
the N ational Park S erv ice , o f  th is  Department, conducted a p relim i­
nary in v e s t ig a t io n  of the Mt. Katahdin region  during July of 1936 
and recommended n a tio n a l park sta tu s fo r  the area i f  approximately 
fourteen  townships could be acquired in  fee  simple fo r  park purposes. 
However, the question  of boundary l in e s  in v o lv es a d e ta ile d  study o f  
the area as an a d m in istra tiv e , b io lo g ic a l ,  and re crea tio n a l u n it  and 
o f  loggin g  operations and other commercial u ses o f adjoin ing lands. 
A vailab le time d id  not perm it th is  d e ta ile d  study la s t  summer, and 
weather cond itions w i l l  prevent i t s  con tinuation  u n t i l  early  th is  
summer. For th is  reason, i t  i s  d esirab le  that the report of th is  
Department on the b i l l ,  H. R* 6599, he w ithheld  u n t i l  the in v e s t i ­
ga tion  by the N ational Park Service i s  completed.

I recommend th at no a ctio n  be taken on H. R. 6599 u n t i l  a 
fu rth er report Is  received  from th is  Department.

h..'

Sincerely yours,
(Sgd) CHARLES WEST
Acting Secretary of the Interior.

ta s /b r
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Hay tw enty—se v e n th  
1 9  5 7

D ear Hr. Yard -

I  am happy to  -have', your l e t t e r  o f  Day tw e n ty -  
f i r s t  and an encouraged to  know t h a t  you approve o f  
th e  p o s i t io n  I  h ave  tak en  in  c o n n e c tio n  w ith  th e  p r o ­
posed e s ta b lish m e n t o f  a g r e a t n a t io n a l  park in  th e  
M t. &afcahdin r e g io n  of H ein©. Your S o c ie ty  can he o f  
g r o a t  a s s is ta n c e  toward p r e v e n tin g  the p assage o f  th e  
s o  c a l le d  B rew ster b i l l  t h a t  sp ek s to  s p o i l  th e  m ost 
in t e r e s t in g  w ild e r n e s s  area th a t  we have in  the S t a t e  
o f  M aine.

You w i l l  be g lad  to  know t h a t  th e  A ppalach ian  
Club passed  a v o te  a g a in s t  th e  measure and the Garden 
Clubs o f  Maine w ith  a membership o f  more than  f i v e  
thousand a ls o  p a ssed  a r e s o lu t io n  a g a in s t  i t .  As y e t  
X have not heard from a s i n g l e  c i t i z e n  o f  Maine who f a ­
v o r s  the p r o je c t  nor h as a s i n g le  Maine newspaper advocated  
i t .  In f a c t  p r a c t i c a l l y  a l l  o f  th e  le a d in g  new spapers o f  
th e  S ta te  have c a r r ie d  e d i t o r i a l s  In  o p p o s it io n .

As I  un d erstan d  i t , the m easure i s  now p en d in g  
f o r  recomm endation or o th e r w ise  b e fo re  th e  R a tio n a l park 
S e r v ic e  in  W ashington and i f  you and your members w i l l  
w r ite  t o  Eon. Arno B* Gammerer, D ir e c to r , or Hon. A . E» 
Bemaray, A ctin g  D ir e c to r ,  t e l l i n g  them how you a l l  f e e l  
about i t  I  am s u r e  th a t w i l l  be a g r e a t  h e lp .

Your s u g g e s t io n  th a t  I become a member i f  your  
S o c ie ty  p le a se s  s o  and X 'em. g lad  to  e n c lo s e  you ray mod' 
e s t  ch eck . ‘ -

y o u .
i f  a n y th in g  d e v e lo p s  I w i l l  keep in  touch  w ith  

B e lie v e  me

To-
Mr. R ob ert S t e r l in g  Yard 
S e c r e ta r y - tr e a s u r e r  
The W ild ern ess  S o c ie ty  
1840 K intvood P la ce  
W ashington  
D.C *

S in c e r e ly
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Copy O f Letter frosa nmvfhh P.
to HOE* A* E* DELftRAY, A Or IKS DlKECTa;

; BAT' lO ifh  PARE SERVICE, ih;Ef* Of Illli 2BFEKZQR
KAaHXR<K<®. D*C.

P o r t la n d , k s in e  
^ t m e  f i r s t ,  I f S ? ,

■By dear Director **

You w i l l  be I n te r e s te d  to  know t o  what an © stent pub­

l i c  e e n t l t n e n t  I s  opposed to  th e  e s ta b lish m e n t  o f  a n a t io n a l  

park In  th e  jKat&Min reg io n  h ere  In  B aine*

E a r ly  in  A p ril the E i l l in o c k e t  Qas&sber o f  CosEner-ee 

p a sse d  a  ^ © so lu tio n  fa v o r in g  a  n a t io n a l  Park b a t  a p p aren tly  

l a t e r  i t  c o n s id e r e d  i t s  a c t io n  - i l l - a d v i s e d  and h a s ty , f o r  on 

May 15th. th e  Chamber by a u m n is o u s  v o t e  w ithdraw  i t s  r e s o ­

l u t io n  and s e n t  a l e t t e r  in form in g  Congressman B rew ster , th e  

f a th e r  o f  th e  b i l l ,  o f  the a c t io n  o f  t h e  Chamber*

M ill in o c k e t  i s  nearer th e  p r e s e n t  S ta te  Park than any  

o th e r  eoG Ennity in  H eine and i t s  a c t io n  c e r t a in ly  i s  v e r y  s i g ­

n i f i c a n t ,

I  w r i t e  t h i s  l e t t e r  in  ord er  t h a t  you x&ay be f u l l y  in ­

form ed , -

, S in c e r e ly

(feX’lH H D ) P lh C I V A L  F .  B f J f f i i u  
T o - .

E on , A ,E , P e m r e y  
A c tin g  D ir e c to r  
R a tio n a l park S e r v ic e
Departm ent o f  th e . I n te r io r  -
W ashington
D .C .
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June 3 , 1937

Mr. George P. bngelhard t
28 Clubway, .
H artsd a le ,N . Y.

Dear Mr. -b igelhard t:

I  am v ery  g lad  to  know o f  your i n t e r e s t  in  the  Mount 
K atahdin  a re a .

The p a r t  now comprised i n  th e  B axter S ta te  Park on th e  
top  o f  the  mountain in c lu d e s  about f iv e  per cent o f th e  
a rea  which i t  i s  b e liev e  must be p ru d en tly  included in  a  
n a t io n a l  park th a t  would be v e ry  adequate i n  ex ten t and 
very  ty p ic a l  o f  the f o r e s t  reg io n s  o f th e  n o r th e a s t .

A do n o t know whether you have been to  th e  reg io n  in  
re c e n t  y ears  b u t I  have been  a more o r l e s s  re g u la r  v i s i t o r  
fo r  two .decades now and th e  s i tu a t io n  i s  growing in c re a s in g ly  
s e r io u s  a s  l a s t  summer over te n  thousand v i s i t o r s  swarmed 
over the  summit and d id  a g re a t  d ea l o f damage in  '■'himney 
Pond which i s  one of th e  gems o f  th e  re g io n  as you know.

I t  i s  th e  f e a r  o f many m ountain lo v e rs  th a t  un less I t  i s  
p o s s ib le  to  prov ide some f u r th e r  p ro te c t io n  the re g io n  w i l l  
be v e ry  g r e a t ly  damaged in  th e  next few years  as th e  s t a t e  
has not found i t s e l f  i n  a  p o s i t io n  to  provide any p r o te c t io n  
o f a ry  c h a ra c te r  and th e r e  seems no o th e r way fo r  p fco tection  
to  be p rov ided .

An autom obile road now' ru n s  around the  base o f the m ountain 
so th a t  i t  i s  p o ssib le  f o r  u n lim ited  numbers to pour in  and th e  
number i s  co n s tan tly  In c re a s in g .

Cordially yours

ftalpIla*. B rew ster, M. C.
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(+ Bon. P e rc iv a l  P . B ax ter
P o rtla n d . M aine.

My deer Governort

In rep ly in g  to  your Inquiry as to  how I  re­
gard the p roject o f n a tio n a liz in g  Maine’s h ig h est peak, 
I find i t  d i f f i c u l t  to  l im it  m yself to  p o l i t e  phrases.

$he h e r i ta g e  o f  Maine fo lk s  in c lu d e s  n e i th e r  
t r u s t  b e t r a y a l  w m  i n f e r i o r i t y  com plex. 1£ett  tb e re e o n t :-  
p ro p o sa l t o  co n v e rt m Sfcato P a rk  i n t o  a  N a tio n a l P ark  H 
c o n ta in s  b o th  a shady re p u d ia t io n  o f  a c o n t ra c t io n s !  it 
o b l ig a t io n  du ly  acknowledged by Act o f  L e g is la tu re  and a 
c o v e r t  co n fess  io n  o f  i n a b i l i t y  to  manage th e  S t a t e ’ s  own 
a f f a i r s .  The proposed s u r re n d e r  d o ss  n o t f i t  th e  Maine 
C h arac te r and even t i r e  i t  l e g a l ,  would s u re ly  f a i l : b f ; 
p o p u la r endorsem ent.

I t  has he on d i f f i c u l t  fo r  me to  b e lie v e  that 
the su g g estio n  could be raede seriou sly , much le s s  formula-  
ted  in to  a B i l l  and sponsored in  Congress by a former 
Governor o f  our S ta te , supposedly cognisant, o f  th e  s ta te  
L e g is la tio n  r e la t in g  to  the acceptance o f the Katahdin 

-i deed of t r u s t .

N early  30  y e a r s  a g o , v t i l o  spenicing b e fo re  -lie 
Maine. S t a t e  Board o f  Trade (A u gu sta . September '29., 1908)

I  was qu estion er, on th e  ad van tages o f  making Mt, K stsh d ln  a 
n a t io n a l  Park. a n a -e r  was prompt and u n eq u iv o ca l?  . * h st  
I  would be ashamed o f  ay  n a t iv e  S t a t e  i f  r e  considered , that  
a fo r e s te d  peak up in  n orth ern  Ma9.no cou ld  he b e t t e r  admin­
i s t e r e d ,  as* v. p u b lic  r e s e r v a t io n ,  from  W ashington than from  
A ugusta . I  acknow ledged my h ig h  regard for my fr ie n d s  end. 
a s s o c ia t e s  in  th e  Government s e r v i c e ,  but I  knar to o  w e l l  the many 
d is a d v a n ta g e s , and r a n k n esse s  in c id e n t  t o  a b se n te e  lan d lord ism  
in  th e  n a t io n a l  f o r e s t s .

That was my opinion long ago, and recent attempts 
at long-range co n tro l o f  lo c a l  a f fa ir s  have served only to  in ­
t e n s ify  my d is tr u st  o f Federal in ter feren ce  in  lo c a l s e l f -
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government*

However c h a r ita b le  X s a y  t r y  to  b e  tow ard 
th o s e  who h a v e  in  th e s e  l a t e  y e a r s  a cq u ired  so  
l a r g e  a  f a i t h  in  c e n tr a l iz e d  o m n isc ien ce*  2  have  
no p a t ie n e e  w ith  th e  co m p lia n t a t t i t u d e  toward  
b reach  o f  t r u s t  th a t  seem s th e  fa s h io n  o f  th e  d a y ,  
"To be fo r e v e r  held** i s  a s tr o n g  p h rase  and fo u r  
y e a r s  would appear a lto g e th e r  to o  b r i e f  a p er io d  
t o  sa k e  an A ct o f  L e g is la tu r e  a dead l e t t e r  in  
Maine* even i f  so  d e s ir e d  in  Tvashington*

S in c e r e ly  y o u r s .

(S ig n e d )  Geo* O tis  S m ith ,



T H E  S E C R E T A R Y  O F  T H E  IN T E R IO R  

W A S H IN G T O N

Jl?

Hon. P e rc iv a l P . B ax te r,

P o r tla n d , M aine.

My d ea r Mr. B ax ter:

I have received your letter of May 25 with reference to the 
proposed Mount Katahdin National Park.

Knowing o f  your u n t i r in g  e f f o r t s  to  b rin g  t h i s  sp len d id  w il­
d e rn ess  in to  p u b lic  ow nership, I  can w e ll understand  your fe e lin g  
o f  p e rso n a l r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  f o r  i t s  p r e s e rv a tio n .

Although this Department caused the National Park Service to 
investigate the Mount Katahdin region last summer at the request 
of Governor Brann, it will not be possible to render a final re­
port upon the bill, H. R. 6599, until a more exhaustive study has 
been made of the proposal.

In considering the project, I appreciate having the benefit 
of your opinion.

S in c e re ly  yours

A cting S e c re ta ry  o f th e  I n t e r io r .
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Katahdin National Park

EXTENSION OF REMARKS
O F

HON. RALPH 0. BREWSTER
OP MAINE

IN THE HOUSE OP REPRESENTATIVES
I

Wednesday, June 9, 1937

ARTICLE BY MYRON H. AVERY, OP LUBEC, MAINE

Mr. BREWSTER. Mr. Speaker, under the leave to ex­
tend my remarks in the R ecord, I include the following 
article entitled “Katahdin National .Park”, by Myron H. 
Avery, of Lubec, Maine, chairman of the Appalachian Trail 
Conference, a federation of mountain clubs developing and 
m aintaining a 2,050-mile foot trail extending from Mount 
Katahdin in  Maine through the Appalachian Ranges of 
the eastern United States to Mount Oglethorpe in Georgia; 
co-author of ?8-page bibliography of the Mount Katahdin 
region; Bowdoin College, 1920; Harvard Law School, 1923; 
traveled extensively and author of many articles on katahdin 
and the mountain regions of the eastern United States; reg­
istered Maine guide; employed by Maine Forest Service for 
four summer seasons; supervisor of trails, Maine Appalachian 
Trail Club:

As Katahdin is the northern 'terminus of the 2,050-mile Appala­
chian Trail, which has been developed and maintained as an 
amateur recreational project by the Appalachian Trail Conference, 
with which I am associated, the future of this outstanding region 
is a matter of very real concern to the Appalachian Trail Confer­
ence, Apart from this, as a resident of Maine and long familiar 
with the area, I have been extremely interested in the region. 
During the past years I have realized with growing apprehension 
the increasing problems at Katahdin and the need for some effective 
solution. These problems cannot be longer ignored. Since Con­
gressman B r e w s t e r  introduced a bill (H. R, 6599) to make the 
Katahdin area a national park there have appeared occasional 
statements which convey an entirely erroneous impression as to 
what this biE is intended to accomplish. This problem is one of 
so great an importance that I feel that the situation should be 
made entirely clear, so that the judgment of interested people may 
rest upon th e tQ ie fM ts  of the matter rather than upon some 
fanciful unSmoitantial allegations which only confuse the situation.

In the first instance, this bill arises out of the necessity for pre­
serving the Katahdin area. The motive is the same which inspired 
ex-Gov. Percival P. Baxter in 1931 to purchase the top of the 
mountain and donate it to the State. It is merely a further de­
velopment of the original project. Except that the greater whole 
would bear the name of Katahdin National Park rather than the 
present Baxter State Park, there can be nothing inimical to the 
interests of ex-Govemor Baxter. This bill, which it has been sug­
gested is a menace to the “wilderness nature” of the Katahdin area, 
is the only guaranty of its protection which is now feasible. The 
need for action is imperative. Not merely the bare granite top of 
Katahdin (the present State park) but the whole area embraced by 
this bill, including some 69 distinct peaks and 55 lakes, as an out­
standing type of the Maine north woods wilderness, should be 
forever preserved as a heritage of the American people. The area 
to be preserved should not be restricted and limited to the bare 
rock of the mountain top. Yet this is surely the situation if the 
present bill is defeated. It is clear beyond question that the State 
is in no position to care for this area and provide the necessary 
maintenance, protection, and other facilities so urgently required. 
The action of the Maine Legislature during the past few years has 
indicated that a national forest cannot be established in this area.

There seems to be some confusion as to exactly what the present 
State park, under discussion, comprises. This should be thor­
oughly appreciated. It is an area of only 9 square miles eompris- 
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ing the mountain top. Its boundaries have not been precisely 
located but, presumably, on the eastern side the State park extends 
to near Basin Ponds; on the western side of the mountain it ex­
tends to “The Gateway” on the Appalachian Trail; from the north 
it extends 4 miles south from the north line of T. 3, R. 9. This 
is all, a very narrow restricted area, obviously insufficient for any 
purpose. Even if the Katahdin region were forever State owned, 
the surrounding territory is needed in order to properly protect 
the mountain. In 1931 a portion of this 9-mlle tract was conveyed 
to the State by Governor Baxter. In 1933, after the conclusion of 
the litigation, following his conveyance to the State of an un­
divided interest in this area, Governor Baxter conveyed to the 
State, by a deed accepted by the legislature, some 9 square miles. 
This conveyance was subject to certain conditions. No road or 
way for motor vehicles was to be built in this 9 square miles and 
Governor Baxter reserved the right to determine what markers or 
inscriptions should be placed on the mountain as well as certain 
control over its nomenclature. The name of the highest peak, 
“Monument Peak”, was changed to “Baxter Peak”, and the area 
was given the name of Baxter State Park. By act of the legislature,

__Baxter is a member. No expenditure
~maae py tne State in connection with thg ffFea! No 

^ctstodfaii effiplbyed there! What there is in the
Wily b i tfSIT Systems an3“sfietters is merely a result of a haphazard 
and casual development. .  ̂ .

Katahdin is probably the outstanding mountain in the East, 
and its extraordinary geological formations and its Arfctid "flora 
have attracted Nation-wide attention. Last year, Congressman 
Brewster has said, there were 10,000 visitors to Katahdin. ) The re­
cent increase in the visitors to Katahdin is startling. Apart from 
the majesty of the mountain itself, the visitor here is most im­
pressed by the complete lack of any supervision or protection of 
the area. There is no custodian or anyone in the park,area to  
represent law or authority or to prevent depredations. VThe 
stranger who is drawn to the region by its extensive publicity is 
astounded to find an utter lack of any public accommodations. 
The nearest approaches y e  the three  open lean-tos built years 
ago ai Chlmmev'Tonarand a'small. two -̂ronm log ~mHn. originally 
built in 1923 for the game warden, where LeRoy Dudley, well 
known to all Katahdin enthusiasts, without any authority or port­
folio, attempts to provide sleeping space for 1  ̂ people in a space 
suitable for 4. That conditions are not more chaotic is due to 
the chance activity of the C. C. C. in  1933 and 1934, which estab­
lished a camp site in the old gravel-washed field at Katahdin 
stream and built there some six lean-tos. The obvious inade­
quacy of this can be gleaned from the fact that over Labor Day 
some 400 people were at this particular spot. Apart from the 
chance of these conditions resulting in irreparable damage, this 
situation is a serious reflection upon the State. Visitors comment 
most critically upon this, pointing out that there is nowhere a 
region of the quality of the Katahdin area where such conditions 
prevail. The, nearest regular fire warden Tpgue Ponds, some 
15 miles away, has no authority over the Katandin State Park. 
In the Great Basin, that transplanted "'b,fr~oT~ttie 'High'Sierra  ̂
campers recklessly cut down and use for firewood trees which have 
been hundreds of years in growing. One camper may have just 
been washing where the next draws drinking wafer "from"LyKTmney 
Pond. Whoever wishes toTopen or‘hut trails aI~Kâ ahdCIn does so 
without restraint. As far as he is able to do so, Dudley exerts 
himself to protect the area against such devastations, but he is 
powerless in the face of those who flout his warnings.

I recently noted the statement “God made Katahdin, let not man 
despoil it” as an argument against the proposed bill. It is just 
what man has done, is doing, and may do in the future in the 
Katahdin region, to despoil it, and the necessity of restraining man 
from these things, which makes imperative this bill or some similar 
effective action. No better argument could be advanced for the 
park bill than this very slogan. It is difficult to understand how 
anyone can urge that the present conditions and lack of any control 
or supervision over the area embraced by this bill constitutes any 
protection from despoliation. More so, how a desire to have the 
State retain control over the 9 miles of the Baxter State Park—one- 
fourth of a township—furnishes any reason for opposing a plan to 
bring the larger area of 504 square miles, or 14 townships, into 
public ownership. Apart from a manifested fear of a “spoliation” 
of the Katahdin area, there has been expressed a thought that the 
region Is not of national-park caliber, which those who know the 
region strenuously deny. This viewpoint is inspired by comparison 
with the great western parks and a school of thought which holds 
that there is no wilderness in the East worthy of national-park
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status, pointing out that portions a t  the region were lumbered many 
years ago, the existing haphazard development at Katahdin, and the 
fires in  that region. These objections certainly emphasize the dan­
ger of a continuation of the present situation. The Katahdin area, 
like many other wildernesses, has suffered in the worst fires which 
have ravaged the State. '

Pamela and part of the basin were denuded by a fire in about 
1814. The 1884 fire burned 22,000 acres. The “great bum” of 1903 
swept over 132 square miles. The damage done in 1923 Basin Ponds 
fire is a most decided scar in that area, but far more impressive is 
the stretch of fire-killed timber along the roads to Katahdin from 
Millinocket, resulting from the 1933 fire. The devastation around 
Togue Ponds and the near loss of the camps there is an all too 
vivid reminder of the necessity for action. These fire losses are 
inseparably connected with the existing economic situations. The 
Maine Forest Service has waged a gallant and most praiseworthy 
battle against the fire ravages, but the stake in this area is too 
great to  rick the loss of a single acre.

The suggestion that this is a State matter and the larger region 
should be a State park has failed to appreciate the limitation in 
size on State parks in Maine—10,000 acres—established by the 1935 
State Park Act. No progress can now be made in that direction.

If the State wishes to have the title of the 9 square miles remain 
with the State, as Governor Baxter has urged, there would seem no 
reason why the national park could not be created around tbe 
State park. Who owns the area is immaterial; the essential is 
public ownership and protection. A desire to have the State, 
rather than the Federal Government, hold title to 9 miles seems an 
extraordinary reason for opposing efforts to bring the surrounding 
area into public ownership.

Katahdin and the Katahdin area belong not only to the people 
of Maine but to tb^pnite^^tates. As much as we regret to do so, 

^cc^nize that the great increase in the number 
of people who come to the mountain makes necessary certain regu­
lations and supervision. For those who wish to get beyond this 
there is still the trailless untraveled country north of Katahdin 
embraced in this bill, which few ever see.

As an instance of the damage which has been wrought through

crltfclsm. Thin king that it would relieve conditions at Chimney 
Pond, adetachm ent was sent in to build five lean-tos. The result

open, denuded knoll, exposed to every storm. The debris and slash 
lieft^a long "the Toutewas mostfTrns^gmTy, apart from the fact that 
the timber was cut in the Great Basin, where no trees should ever 
be cut. The situation would never occur in a national park. 
Those responsible for this situation should have considerable 
temerity in  criticizing national-park standards.

We m ust recognize the fact that adequate provision must be 
made for the people who are coming to Katahdin. The improve­
ment this year, by means of the legislative appropriation of 
$5,000 for the Millinocket-Nesowadnehunk Road, can only increase 
travel to  Katahdin. The Great Basin Ponds Road, extending to * 
Roaring Brook, will also be completed this year. People cannot 
be kept away. Moreover, who has a right to do so? Specialists who 
have studied this area for the National Park Service have pointed 
out the necessity for eliminating any development at Chimney 
Pond and leaving this basin entirely wild and isolated. Sooner 
or later, however, ample public accommodations in keeping with 
the region must be provided for those who go to Katahdin. These 
should be away from the mountain, certainly as far down as Basin 
Ponds, and perhaps even nearer to the terminus of the road at 
Roaring Brook.

No one who has the least knowledge of Katahdin conditions 
will attempt to minimize their seriousness. The price of pulp- 
wood is rising. Adjoining landowners feel that their holdings are 
endangered by the increased fire hazard of the Katahdin trav­
elers. They need to realize upon their investment. Lumbering 
operations are creeping in from the west and the south. Soon 
the region to  the north will be ripe for cutting. Last year the 
Abol Trail, the route of Thoreau’s historic ascent of Katahdin, 
was blocked off, and unusable because of the recent lumbering 
operations there. The dam at Basin Ponds and the grim evi­
dences of the fire around the moraines there, following the lum­
bering operations in 1921-23, are an all too eloquent reminder 
of the fate that may overtake the area. It seems incredible that 
anyone should wish to take a course of action which would en­
hance this possibility. And yet we are told that this course of 
action is a preservation of the wilderness.

The pending proposal to establish Katahdin National Park 
offers a solution of these problems. The large area embraced in 
the bill has already been noted. There had been earlier sug­
gestions that the Katahdin area should be a national park, but 
then, with the exception of Acadia, there were no national parks 
in the East. Subsequently the Shenandoah and Great Smoky 
Mountain areas were acquired through public donations and 
these regions forever preserved. This development undoubtedly 
paved the way for the consideration of the Katahdin area as of 
proper national-park caliber. Congressman B r e w s t e r ’s  bill has 
been specifically designed to meet the problem at Katahdin. In 
other instances the National Park Service has insisted that a sub­
stantial area of the projected park be ceded to the Federal Govern­
m ent before it would undertake to protect and supervise that re­
gion. Recognizing the difficulties and the threatened danger to 
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the Katahdin region, Congressman B r e w s t e r ’s  b i l l  cares for this 
particular problem by providing that if the Baxter Park area should 
be placed In the control of the National Park Service by the 
State, with or without any other area, then the Secretary of the 
Interior, in his discretion, may administer and Drotect.Jihe area. 
The bill
portion of the contemplated national park has not been acquired, 
then the project fails, and the land is returned to the State. The 
State retains control through its power to cede.

When the background and the reasons for these particular pro­
visions are examined it will be seen that there is nothing invidious 
in the Katahdin bill, as has been suggested by some of its oppo­
nents, but to the contrary it is a very practical means of meeting 
the problems, and the only one which seems workable.

The plain fact of the situation is that, with the exception of 
the 9 square miles of the mountain top, there is today no guar­
anty or no method of maintaining the wilderness of the Katahdin 
area. This is a fact which must not be lost sight of. There 
is nothing to prevent enterprising Individuals from establishing 
on the private land around the mountain any type of obnoxious 
or offensive developments which may flourish under the patronage 
of those who come to the region. There is no possible control 
over this. And yet, with an astonishing blindness, we are told 
that the status quo will preserve the wilderness. T he charge that 
under the National Park Service development the region would 
become “developed” with hot-dog stands and post-card emporia 
and other objectionable developments can be explained only as 
totally a fiction of the Imagination of those who have never had 
the privilege of traveling in our great western parks or as an. 
inexcusable attempt to frighten with the bugaboo of a nonexisting 
situation. There are no such things in the national parks. All 
buildings and structures there are carefully designed by architects, 
supervised and maintained by trained personnel. Every structure 
must harmonize and fit into the background of the locality. Is it 
likely that private interests would have donated the five millions 
for the Great Smoky Mountains National, acquired the additions 
to the Grand Teton and Yosemite National Parks if the National 
Park Service improperly administer these trusts?

The national parks, of which there are 26, totaling 8,744,447 
square acres, in addition to  the 78 national monuments, are an 
outstanding part of our American- system. They are universally 
admired and other countries are attempting to create similar 
reservations. We have a national park in  Maine—AcadiaU-pre- 
sented to the people of America by the residents of Mount jtesert, 
who recognized that this was the one method of preserving a  
unique area. Do Maine people regard Acadia as a stigma tq the 
State? As to the point of view which attempts to condemn the 
national-park system in toto and would prefer that our wonder­
lands embraced in this system should have been left to whatever 
vicissitudes of fate would have ultimately overtaken them In. the 
form of exploitation through uncontrolled lumbering, mining, 
grazing, erosion, and commercial development, and wduld, there- i 
fore, prefer to see the Katahdin region left to fire, lumbering, 
and unrestricted development, in  preference to  being embraced in 
the national-park chain, it seems only necessary to state "that 
point of view. For an example nearest to us, had it prevailed, 
when the Great Smoky Mountains National Park was proposed, 
the primeval timber of this region, with more species than exist 
in all Europe, would now be a thing of the past. This policy was 
settled as far back as 1872, when Cornelius Hedges and other 
pioneers in Yellowstone decided to dedicate their findings to the 
American people rather than exploit them for private gain. I 
have noticed references to the “development” of Yosemite National 
Park. The fact is that the valley, the “developed area”, where 
most people go, comprises 8 square miles. The rest of the park, 
1,168 square miles, is the high Sierra wilderness. Such charges 
only manifest a total ignorance of the national parks.

Contrary to the suggestion that nature lovers and mountain 
lovers are well content with what they now have in the Katahdin 
area, the plain fact is that they are filled with the greatest appre­
hension lest this unique area be devastated and ruined beyond 
redemption. It is this feeling, and no other, which has prompted 
the bill to make tbe entire area a national park, in order to pro­
tect and preserve it. It is tfoe people yhq bpst knnw t.hp. arra 
who are asking for this action. Their efforts to obtain aid from 

''tht>se,T^s^nsib!isâ ? ait^5^TSion of the area had been ignored. 
The records of the Committee on Public Lands, to which this bill 
has been referred, show that, with one exception, the out-of-door 
organizations have enthusiastically endorsed this bill.

Congressman B r e w s t e r  has explained the need for this bin and 
what it wiU accomplish both for the area and the State. It is 
such a logical extension of the motive which inspired Governor 
Baxter that the project should receive his support. If there is 
any feeling that his interests are not properly cared for and that 
some revision might be made in the bill to more specificaUy pro­
vide for the preservation of the wilderness area in the Katahdin 
region—to allay the fear that the National Park Service wiU not 
justly and competently perform its duty—this should be the sub­
ject of discussion, so that we may have a cooperative effort to 
solve the Katahdin problems. These who by opposing any con­
structive effort to go forward, encourage, and sanction the devasta­
tion which is becoming more threatening daily assume a very real 
responsibility for the future of the Katahdin area. Soon the 
Katahdin wilderness may be a thing of the past, and we shall 
have to answer for what we could have, but have failed to 
conserve.

S . S. COYERKKEKT MUVTIMC OFFICE: I t* ?



A rticle by Ronald L. Gower, Editor of tbs Appalachian Mountain 
Club*a KATAHuIR HJIidS, member of the Council of that organization and 
chairman' of its" Soar'd o f Excursions; brought up and educated in the 
State of Maine; of a family who have lived in Maine for nearly 
200 years; traveled extensively in the wilderness regions of north­
ern Mains, particularly about Katahdin, where he has conducted many 
expeditions for the A.M.Q,;  author of numerous a r tic le s  on Katahdin 
and the adjacent regions, and has lectured on Katahdin in  several 
S ta tes .

Maine has a mile high mountain, Katahdin, located in  a 

glorious wilderness. I t i s  a unique mountain, with greet g la c ia l ba­

sins carved into i t s  flanks, high c l i f f s  and an immense ooulder- 

etrewn table land. She people o f  the State of Maine ee» proud of th is  

th eir  highest mountain, particularly ao since a former governor, the 

Honorable Peroival P, Baxter, after twenty-six years of patient e ffo r t  

and a t great personal expense, acquired most of the mountain and gave 

. i t  to the people of h is  sta te  “to  be forever held by the said sta te  

in Trust for the People of Maine for State Forest, Public Park and 

Recreational purposes'1. Laws of Maine, 1935, Chapter 5.

How comes a group of people, most of whom liv e  outside o f  

Hew England, and p ractica lly  a l l  of wham are non-residents o f Maine, 

who have decided that th is , Maine’s mountain, sh a ll forthwith be a 

national park, and they are determined to cram th is  Rational Park b i l l  

down the throats o f the people of Maine whether they lik e  i t  or not.

It is  not a Maine characteristic to submit thus tamely; In fa c t , the

State of Maine is  rather w ell known for the independence of i t s  c i t i ­

zens, as the la s t  national e lection  bora w itness. It is  believed that

they are s t i l l  able to  take care of their own a ffa irs  in their own

chosen way, and for groups o f c itiz en s  of other sta tes to try  to  bring 

pressure to bear upon what appears to be the so le  business of the State 

of Maine, seems rather meddlesome.

An examination of the arguments advanced for the estab lish ­

ment of a national Park in th is  region does not d lso lo so  any reason why 

th is  stop should be taken. Per ha pa the real, underlying motives hate 

not been made public. It Is true that there have been sow# *Wite<J



poorly considered statements made which seem to have been the work 

of some disgruntled person or group, but the naoeaslty for an iranedi- 

ate and draatio departure fro® the long-planned, orderly and undis­

turbed development of Mr. Baxter's program i s  not apparent* The im­

portant scenic features of Katahdin are already safe within the Bax­

ter  State Park area. True to h is promise in the gradual unfolding  

of his plan, Mr. Baxter has Just recently acquired t i t l e  to approxi­

mately 18,000 acres (28 aq. m iles) of additonal land in the Katahdin 

region of a high order of soenlo value, Including Traveler Mountain 

and some superbly located ponds. This w ill  quadruple the s ize  of the 

present Park and ju s t if ie s  the fa ith  in Mr. Baxter which so many of 

h is  fellow  oitiaen s have expressed, ‘daua the foundations of a mag­

n ificen t State Park are being la id  without recourse to the taxpayers* 

money, government interference and regimentation, or fervent appeals 

and campaigns for donations with which to pay shrewd land-owners fa t  

prices. The control of a Maine Park w il l  remain in the hands of 

Maine people.

The "threatening d isaster to the region" and "fast approach­

ing fate of Katahdin" which the supporters of the National park B il l  

so publicly bewail, moved rather slowly for th e f ir s t  113 years o f  

the State's existence from 1820 to 1933. It might be w ell to allow  

i t  to  move along at a d ign ified  pace for a few years longer, inasmuch

as a careful examination of the area f a l l s  to d isc lo se  any reasonable
Baxterneeds which are not being met, Xt should be remembered that the a State

(Laws of Msine 1933, Chapter 103 Resolves) '
Park is  a  not yet fiv e  years old and that i t  requires some time to  get

public matters se t  in order and running smoothly. Much better to  bear 

with underdevelopment for a while and build w isely  and well for the 

future. Perhaps certain unimportant mistakes have been made —— 

perhaps others w il l  bej surely that i s  no worthy reason for placing  

the mountain beyond the control of the State forever| Even the 

National Park Service has been known to make mistakes, Contrary to  

public statements made to the e ffec t that the s ta te  has done nothing 

toward the maintenance of the Baxter State Park, i t  should be record­

ed that the last Maine Legislature made an a pproprlation for th is  

purpose: th a t  the State f ir e  and game warden service is  maintained



in  the Park as in a l l  other Maine w ild lands j and that sh e lters , 

t r a i l s , and other evidences of maintenance have keen regularly con­

s t  rue ted and kept in order since 1933,

It is  the purpose of the deed of g i f t  under which th is  

Park was established to  preserve the wilderness character of the 

area. Extensive development is  not contemplated nor desired . Mr, 

Baxter has w ritten that "only small cabins for mountain climbers 

should be allowed there, only t r a ils  for those who travel on foot 

or on horseback.” It should be always borne in mini that th is re* 

glon has not yet been se t  apart for the type o f use and development 

that ex ists  in the National Parks. This i s  a wilderness area from 

which motor ears and a l l  that they mean are forever barred by the 

terras of the g i f t  to the S ta te , No highways, no great log  h o te ls , 

no skyline drives, no susmit roads, no n oisy  so c ia l l i f e ,  no flaming 

s ig n s, no semi-commercialised recreation, no roar o f c iv i l is a t io n , no 

orders from Washington. This place does not beckon to great masses o f  

pleasure seekers on w heels. For these there are ample hotels else*  

where in the State, The Baxter State Park in v itee  those who are w ill*  

ing to walk to get there, to carry th eir  necessaries on their backs 

and who want so litu d e, close contact with nature and the mental and 

physloal rebirth (not hackneyed "recreation") that comes of these 

th in g s,

This Baxter area was accepted in tru st by the Legislature of 

the sta te  of Maine representing the people o f Maine, which solemnly 

covenanted with the donor th at, "these lands sh a ll forever be used 

for State Forest, Public Park and Keereational purposes, sh a ll for­

ever be l e f t  in the natural wild s ta te , sh a ll forever be kept as a 

sanctuary for wild beasts and birds, and that no roads or ways for mo­

tor  Vehicles sh a ll hereafter ever be constructed therein or thereon."
f a i t h f u l ly

(Laws of Maine 1933, Chapter 3 .)  with the above provisions^carried 

out, succeeding generations w il l  have something worthwhile to  enjoy 

at a time when the pressure of c iv ilisa t io n  w i l l  doubtless be greater 

than i t  now is ;  but i f  a National Park i s  established here, three of 

these four provisions in the Deed of Trust w il l  be broken,

A distinguished Maine o lt lse n  who has held an important Pcder*



a l o ff ice  recently wrote the following s ig n ifica n t paragraphs} he 

says "The heritage of Maine folks includes neither tru st betrayal 

nor in fer io r ity  complex, Yet, the recent proposal to convert a State 

Park in to  a national Park eontaina both a shady repudiation of a con# 

traetual obligation duly acknowledged by Act of Legislature and a co­

vert confession of in a b ility  to manage the State*a own a ffa ir s , The 

proposed surrender does not f i t  the Maine character and even were It 

le g a l, would surely f a i l  of popular endorsem ent,,.,. However charit­

able I may try  to be toward those who have in these la te  years ac­

quired so large a fa ith  in centralised  omniscience, 1 have no patience 

with the compliant attitude toward breech of trust that s earns the 

fashion of the day, *TQ BE FOREVER HELD* is  a strong phrase, and four 

years would appear altogether too b r ie f  a period to make an act o f  

Legislature a dead le t te r  in  Maine, even i f  so desired in W ashington,,,, 

X would be ashamed of my native State i f  we considered that a forested  

peak up in northern Maine could be better administered as a public 

reservation from Washington then from Augusta. I  acknowledge my high 

regard for my friends and associates (in  Washington) but 1 knew too 

w ell the many disadvantages, and weaknesses incident to absentee land­

lordism in the national f o r e s t s . . .  It has been d if f ic u lt  for me to  

believe that the suggestion to  make the State Park into a Rational 

Park could be made ser iou sly , much le ss  formulated into a BUI and 

sponsored in 0 ongrass by s former Governor o f our State(Ralph 0, Brews­

te r )  supposedly cognisant of the State Legislation re la tin g  to the 

acceptance of the Katahdin Seed of Trust,"

Among the many glaring mis-statements put forth  by supporters of 

the Rational Park B i l l ,  is  that there is  a lim ita tion  in s ize  on State 

Parks in Maine of 10,000 acres, made by the State Park Act, laws oft| u** en^ir*31"* yMaine 1935, Chapter 144, which created a s ta te  park Commission a sy iis -
n  it

t in c t  from Baxter State Bark, This law sp e c if ic a lly  provides that i t  

d*ea not apply to Baxter State park. The s ta te  Park Commission has 

under its  ju risd iction  a few old abandoned fort locations ( a l l  of which 

were purchased under Governor Baxter’s administration and by his di­

rection) the largest o f which Is loo sores and running down to three 

or four acres in extent. These were small areas where forts were bu ilt 

about the time o f the C iv il War and e a r lie r , in  fact some date back to



clock house days. This law o f 1935 lim its the T̂ATS Park Commission 

and no one e lse , aider the general laws of the s ta te , however, the 

Governor and Council or the Legislature may socept any amount o f land 

as a g if t  without l im it . Outside o f the above old fort loca tion s, 

the State o f Maine has no State Park other than Baxter State Park*

Another mis-statement made by Hatlonal Park advocates is  that 

EK-Oovernor Baxter i s  a member o f the Baxter State Park Commission*
Be is  not nor has he ever been. Another is  that there are no care- 

takers, whereas there have always been at le a st  two and some times 

three protecting both the e s te r ly  and westerly approaches to the 

mountain. Another i s  that bathing is  permitted in the water supply 

at Chimney Pond which practice was stopped years ago. S t i l l  another 

rela tes to  the alleged outting of trees in the Great Basin by samp- 

ora for firewood, whereas only dead wood has been permitted to be 

used for years. Regarding the cu ttin g  of trees in  the Chimney pond 

section  for the construction of the new shelters there, the in fer­

ence gained from some recent statements made is  that the entire for­

est anywhere near Chimney Fond has been destroyed, and that the re­

su ltin g  area is  a sort of shambles. As a matter of fa c t , a r e la t iv e ­

ly  small cutting has been made, which is  fa st growing up and w ill  

leave no soars. *3hia cutting does not run down to  the shore of the 

Pond which is  s t i l l  encircled by virgin  spruce. Likewise recent 

statements made as to the munber o f  v is ito r s  to  the Park are so gross' 

ly  exaggerated as to  be almost fa n ta stic .

I t  is  esp ec ia lly  s ig n ifica n t that the Chamber of Commerce of 

M lllinooket, the town which i s  in a position to profit most by any 

great influx of v is ito r s  to Katahdin, has withdrawn i t s  support o f  

the Rational Park B i l l  and has gone on public record against i t .  In­

cluded in the roster o f those organisations which have either gone on
j?

record against the B i l l ,  or have expreasly denied i t  support ares

Appalachian Mountain Club
Green Mountain Club (Wyanokle Section}
Brooklyn in s titu te  of Art and Sciences
Cosmopolitan Club
fhe Wilderness Society
Explorer*s club
Massachusetts Forest and park A ssociation 
Mew fork Chapter, App. Mtn, Club
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fhe Appalachian Mountain Club, oldest and largest mountsin- 

eerlng so c ie ty  in th is  country has long been interested in Katah- 

din and is  fam iliar with the region involved. For over a h a lf  

century th is  club has been sending excursions into th is  region and 

among i t s  members were many o f the early explorers. The Club has 

for many years published the only guide book on Katahdin, Through 

these numerous eontaots over such a long period, the Appalachian 

Mountain Olub quite naturally has come to know the merits of any 

questions involving Katahdin and the surrounding terr ito ry . At 

the time the Council of the Club went on record against the Nation­

a l Park B i l l ,  they authorized the following statement in publishing 

th eir  action .

STATEMENT PUBLISHED IN APPALACHIA ,
JUNK 1937, THE OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE APPALACHIA* MOUNT A JEN OLUB,

"A b i l l  recently f i le d  in  the National House of Rep­

resentatives provides for the establishment of a Nation­

a l Park at Katahdin,

"There is  already a Baxter State Park there, m  

1933 former Governor of Maine Perelval p, Baxter gave 

to  the people of Maine an area of nearly 6000 acres, 

including most of the mountain which waa "to be for* 

etper held by the said s ta te  in  trust for the people 

o f Maine", Under Laws o f  Maine 1953 Chapter 3 , page 

460, the State formally accepted th is g i f t  thereby en­

tering into a covenant with the donor that these lands 

"shall forever be used for State Forest, Public Park 

and Recreational purposes, sh a ll forever be le f t  in  

the natural wild s ta te , sh a ll forever be kept aa a sanc­

tuary for w ild beasts and birds and that no roads or ways 

for  motor vehicles sh a ll hereafter ever be constructed 

therein or thereon."

"fa go back to  th e  beginning! fo r tw enty-six  

years Mr. Baxter worked very hard to  get the S ta te  Of



Malm to buy Katahdln for a public park but with* 

out success. B ills  sponsored by him In th is  con­

nection were repeatedly k illed  by certain powerful 
p o lit ic a l and business groups who were fearfu l le s t  

the people of the State who, It might be noted, once 

owned m illions of acres of Maine1s best forest lands 

should became park or forest minded. Finally he de­

termined to take the matter Into h is  Own hands, and 

after  more years of patient w aiting, the exercise  

of much ta c t, and the expenditure o f considerable 

money, he acquired Eatahdin*

"Since that time much has been done to make the 

mountain accessib le , through the e fforts  of Mr. Bax­

te r  and Assistant Forester James w, Bewail, who Obw 

ta lned  o f f ic ia l  sanction to  make th is  a 3 .3 .0 . pro* 

je o t , Both of the road approaches (S.K, and ?>,'•*,) 

have been made readily passable for automobiles, and 

hare also been connected together. All the princi­

pal tr a ils  have been cleared and marked, those above 

treelin e  o aimed and painted blue (except the Appa­

lachian Trail which was done in white by the A.T.O,). 

Twelve new sh e lters , au xiliary  structures, a ranger's 

cabin, bridges and a swimming hole have been construct­

ed and one oabtn reb u ilt . The Baxter State park is  

as yet only four years old and naturally some time is  

required gradually to complete the project. In f a c t ,  

not much more should be added i f  the area is  to be 

kept in i t s  natural wild s ta te , There are those who 

think too much already has been done,

"The f i r s t  recorded ascent of Eatahdin was over 

150 years after that o f J4t. Washington. Consequent­

ly  i t  was v ir tu a lly  unknown, oven at a time when the 

sfoite Mountains were the playground of Sew gland,

Due to  the lateness of the region in becoming w ell 

known, the wilderness aspeot fo rtu n a te ly  haa bom pro*



served In a large measure for us even down to to ­

day. ’Basra are areas adjacent to the mountain 

which are rarely v is ite d , and some which have nev­

er been explored. The mountain** wildness and 

iso la tio n  combined with i t s  natural grandeur have 

ever been the charm of Katahdin, True mountain 

lovers have for nearly a century repeatedly made 

th eir way through the surrvending wilderness to  

rejo ice  in the obstacles that must be surmounted 

in  achieving various objectives. Many o f the d i f ­

f ic u l t ie s  that formerly were encountered have been 

gradually removed. The experience of "going to  Ka­

tahdin" is  a la s , not altogether what i t  used to  be. 

However, much of the ruggedness of a tr ip  in to  th is  

region san s t i l l  be saved i f  the "improvements" are 

stopped where they are and the replacement of e x is t ­

ing f a c i l i t i e s  planned with careful thought for the 

fu ture»

"llnder Rational Park administration i t  is  inev­

ita b le  that many e iv iliz in g  influences w il l  o f neces­

s ity  be brought to bear upon Katahdin and the wild 

lands adjacent to  i t .  Hoads, skyline drives, concre­

ted parking places at frequent in tervals, and iron 

pipe balustrades are a l l  ri^xt in  their proper s itu ­

ation  so are sidewalks and o ffice  buildings.

A ll would be equally out of place at Katahdin, There 

are so many other section s, both in and out o f  the 

National Parks, where one may r o ll  along comfortably 

in ose*s motor car and view remarkable scenery with­

out the bother o f walking or climbing with a pack on 

one's back. There are a lso  twenty m illion acres of 

wild land in Maine outside the Katahdin region, from 

which a National Park m y be area ted, It is  not clear  

to  many why the National Park Service should be asked 

to  in terfere hope where the present Baxter sta te  fork



promises to take ears  of the needs o f th is re** 

glon jaost admirably. A i l  th a t  Is needed Is  a 

l i t t l e  pitlens®  end boob f a i th  In th® dona? o f  

the precsmt S ta ts  la rk , ©bo has th is  #po« con­

tin u a lly  In mind, and ia gradually working out 

©hat seems best fo r th is  particular section*  

Already he has promised Bth e t i f  the Federal 

govern aent w ill  keep out o f Katabdin, X have 

interesting plans for the future that w ill  naan 

mob to  Main©". His th irty  years of devotion 

to  th is  region basted up by something more 

tan g ib le  t te n  conversation give a wel^tt to  h i t  

pledge which east be reetensd w ith . I t  Is f i t ­

t in g  to  end these notes with h is  own words* 
"Kotahdin should end m e t always resjain the 

w ild , storm-swept, untouched -toy-man region i t  

ns© i s |  that is i t s  great shorn* Only small 
cabins fo r  mountain o Usher* should be allowed 

there, only t r a i l s  for those who tra v e l on foot 

or on horseback, a piece whore nature ru les  end 

©here the creatures of the forst hold undisputed 

dominion* As modern c iv ilisa t io n  with its  t m t i ­

ers end hot dog stands, i t s  radio and Jess, on- 

oroechea on the Maine w ilderness, the time say 

yet com© when only the Xatehdtn region remains 

undefiled by ma,a.

•A fter considering arguments for and sg e ln s t 

the proposed perk and c e r ta in  other Information 

in ad d itio n  th e re to  which i t  is  not deemed pru­

dent to  s e t  fo r th  in « pub lica tion  o f tibia no*

t w e ,  the  Oounotl of the Appalachian Mountain 

Olub on lay  s ix th ,  1937, VQTKhJ That the  Appa­

lachian  Mountain Club qo on record as opposed to  H.R.5864 
(now a * a .6599). !*To provide fo r the establishm ent of

8»n o f t n o  QmnXtitim m Jtoello lands o f the  Boose . 
o f hepreeen tativee be n o tif ied *  and the delegate* 
i f  appointed to  th e  Appalachian t r o l l  Oonfereneo* 
bo in s tru c te d  to  vote in  accordance w ith th is  notion**
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Mr. P e rc iv a l B axter,
P o r tla n d , Maine.

Dear Mr. B axter:

A t r a i l  conference was h e ld  in  th e  G reat Smoky Moun­
ta in s  N a tio n a l Park  l a s t  week, to which t r a i l  o rg a n iz a tio n s  
o f Maine sen t th ree  d e le g a te s . The m otion was made to  work 
fo r  a  Mount K atahdin N ational Park . A number o f  t r a i l  o r­
g a n iz a tio n s  south o f  Mains were fo r  i t  in  a  g en era l way, 
b u t i t  was supposed th a t  the  Maine d e le g a te s  would oppose^ 
th e  p r o je c t .  In  th a t  case th e  m otion would not have 
passed . The th ree  d e le g a te s  from Maine, however, were 
s i l e n t .  They n e i th e r  favored  nor opposed, and th e  re*  
s o lu t io n  was passed*

Thus the  Mount K atahdin N ational P ark  becomes a  
p ro je c t  of th e  general Appalachian T r a i l  Conference 
and e s ta b l is h e s  the  N ational Park S erv ice  a s  fav o r­
ing  i t .

I s  Maine going to  le t h ik e rs  from o th e r  s ta te s  
d ispose o f  h e r w ild e rn ess  w ithout even l i f t i n g  a  
voice?

Sincei*a!v vQfiii*s%
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Mr. P e rc iv a l B ax ter, 
P o rtlan d , Maine.

Dear Mr. B a rte r :

f a r th e r  d e t a i l s  o f th e  T r a i l  Conference in  th e  G-raat Smokies, 
o f which I  wrote you a  couple o f days ago , confirm  what I  then  
sa id  and show th a t  th e  A ppalachian M ountain Club of B ostoh , by 
f a r  the  most in f l u e n t i a l  o rg a n iz a tio n  o f i t s  type in  Hew in g la n d , 
came to  th e  C onference, l ik e  th e  Maine d e le g a te s ,  w ith o u t any 
opinion on th e  p ro p o sa l to  make a  n a t io n a l  p a rk  o f K atahd in .
They l e f t  w ithou t any o p in io n  b u t w ith  th e  g e n e ra l u n d e rs tan d in g  
th a t  one of t h e i r  number, Bonald Cower o f Hewton, Matzachus e t t s ,  
had seen K atahdin and th a t  they would fo llo w  h i s  advice*

The im pression th a t  my new inform ant g o t was th a t  Mr. Cower 
thought w ell o f th e  N a tio n a l Park  S erv ice  and would p ro b ab ly  
swing th e  Club in  fa v o r o f the  b i l l  in  Congress.
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Dear P re s id en t Sard  -

X have your l e t t e r s  o f  th e  e i ^ i t h  and tw e l f th  o f  
t h i s  month and have read  them w ith  in t e r e s t*

Perhaps I  did n o t  m ention  to  you in  my form er co r­
respondence th a t  the  A ppalachian Club in  Boston passed  a  
s t ro n g  r e s o lu t io n  a g a in s t n a t io n a l i s in g  th e  K atahdin a re a  
and th i s  r e s o lu t io n  has been s e n t  to  th e  N a tio n a l Park S erv ice*  
The N atio n a l Park S erv ice  in  so  f a r  a s  1 am aware has n o t y e t 
ta k e n  any s ta n d  on th e  p r o je c t  and th e  Congressman who i n t r o ­
duced  i t  i s  re p o r te d  as hav in g  s a id  t h a t  he was p lan n in g  t o  do 
n o th in g  s o re  ab o u t I t  d u r in g  th e  p re s e n t  se ss io n *  I  th in k  we 
can  r e l y  upon th is *  .

I n  your l e t t e r  Of th e  1 2 th  you speak  o f  0r»* dower a s  
f a v o r in g  th e  N a tio n a l l a r k  p r o je c t  Cut l a  t h i s  1 on  g la d  t o  
sa y  you have  been m isinform ed because  Mr* (lower i s  v e ry  week 
opposed t o  I t  end h as  ta k e n  *  s t r o n g  and  d e f in i t e  s ta n d *  You 
s e e  we a r e  n o t w ith o u t f r ie n d s  on o u r s id e *  About a l l  we can 
do a t  p re se n t i s  t o  remain on guard and a w a it th e  n ex t S ess io n  
o f  C ongress.

I  r e c e n t ly  v i s i t e d  bo th  th e  B a s t and West s id e s  o f  Ka- 
ta h d ln  and found c o n d itio n s  e x c e l le n t*  T here a r e  a s u f f i c i e n t  
number* o f  A dirondack s h e l te r s  and f i r e - p l a c e s  and the  t o i l e t  a r ­
rangem ents a r e  such as a re  needed in  a co u n try  l ik e  K atahd in ,
You w i l l  a l s o  be in te r e s te d  to  know th a t  th e  r e p o r t  th a t  th e  
S ta t e  L e g is la tu re  re fu sed  to  moke any a p p ro p r ia tio n  fo r  B axter 
S ta te  Park is  e rro n eo u s. The L e g is la tu re  a p p ro p ria te d  $1,000* 
and th e  Park Commission w i n  expend t h i s  p ru d e n tly .

There i s  no t r u t h  in  th e  r e p o r t  t h a t  any number o f  
t r e e s  have been cu t down o r  t h a t  th e  w ild e rn e ss  has been defaced , 
A few t r e e s  w ere c u t to  b u i ld  s h e l t e r s  bu t n a tu re  a lre a d y  has 
h e a le d  th e  s l i g h t  s c a r s .  ,

A ll th i s  t a l k  ab o u t &Rlnd*s n o t a p p re c ia t in g  th e  g i f t  
and w an tin g  to  be r i d  of I t  i s  fl&we propaganda fo r  th o se  who 
w ish  to  make p o l i t i c a l  c a p i ta l  f o r  them selves*

o- Very t r u ly  yours , /F f
L r. R o b e rt S te r l in g  Yard, (/' 1/
President The ’̂ilderness Society
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HAROLD C. ANDERSON 
TREASURER

Hbxu F t r c iv a l  B axter,
P o rtlan d , Maine#

W dear Governor:

Yours of the  14 th  I s  a  g re a t  r e l i e f  to  me* We have had 
(and may s t i l l  have) work o f a  d i f f i c u l t  k ind  fo r  th e  l a s t  two 
years  h e lp in g  a  Vermont group, o rgan ized  fo r  the purpose,; to 
keep the  Green M ountains a  s ta t e  r e s p o n s ib i l i ty .  The re p o r ts  
I had of the A ppalachian T r a i l  m eeting made me f e a r  th a t  Maine 
was going th e  same way. You have s e t  f e a r s  a t  r e s t  and Insured
me a  happy v i s i t  to  M aine. V.

' ’
My in tim a te  r e l a t i o n s  o f  many y e a rs  w ith  the  National: P ark  

S erv ice , no t always sy m pathetic  v p erm it me to  confirm  what you 
say o f i t s  a t t i tu d e  tow ard  K atahdin . The expansion group,, now 
in  the  sadd le , i s  most ex p ec tan t o f  a c q u ir in g  K atahdin, b u t 
nothing has been sa id  o r done y e t openly . These men a re  a c tiv e  
o p p o rtu n is ts , keen to  r i v a l  th e  F o re s t S erv ice  in  in f lu e n c e , even 
in  s iz e  o f a p p ro p r ia tio n s , and ready to jump w ith  encouragement. 
The s ta te  s i tu a t io n  a s  you d esc rib e  i t ,  i f  brought to  th e i r  a t ­
te n tio n  in  some o f f i c i a l  way which may appear in c id e n ta l ,  w ill 
k i l l  th e  a le r tn e s s  th a t  now in s p ir e s  them. "Hot y e t ,"  I can 
h ear them say a  l i t t l e  grim ly*

I promise m yself a  c a l l  on you a s  I p a ss  through P o rtlan d . 
I want to  meet s ta t e  o f f i c i a l s  in te r e s te d  in tim a te ly  in  con- 
s e rv a tio n a l developm ent, and make some acquain tance among or­
ganized  outdoor men. P erhaps you can suggest whom i t  would 
be h e lp fu l to know.

S in ce re ly  yours
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Deep Mr* Yard  *•

I  re c e iv e d  your- l e t t e r  end re e d  I t  w ith  i n t e r e s t . I t
I s  tru e  that- th e  n a t io n a l  P e rk  S e r v ic e  h as lie d  one o r  more men 
in  P e in e  r e c e n t ly  lo o k in g  o v e r  the K a ta h d ln  a r e a ,  end l i k e  
y o u r s e lf  I  s h a l l  toe In t e r e s t e d  to  le a r n  what comes o f  t h is  I n ­
t e r  on*

I t  n ay  he t h a t  the N a t io n a l F o rk  p e o p le ^  ould  l i k e  to
ta k e  K fita h d in  but I  do not s e e  hot?' th e y  can do sd u n le s s  I  
co n se n t and th e re  I s  no p o s s ib le  ch a n ce  o f  sry d o in g  s o .

I f  you o c c a s io n a l ly  go to  th e  G ongfeessional L i b r a r y ,
I  su g g e st  th a t  you lo o k  up th e  Laws o f  Maine 1 9 5 5 , C h a p te r  5 ,  
Page 460# i s  w h ich  you w i l l  se e  th a t  th e  S t a t e  o f  Maine a c ­
c e n t s  the  g i f t  o f  Jfatahdin  n 90  BE POREVKI; HELD BY lE B  5 ID
ST«TS J r  TRUST FOE THE PEOPLE OP E L .IK E  FOE S T A LL  RahEBT, PUB­
L IC  PARK APT .FLORE ATI OPAL PURPOSES". T h is  la n g u a g e  i s  as  
s t r o n g  a s  'can  be made and I  am c o n f id e n t  th a t  th e  S t a t e  o f  
Maine w i l l  n e v e r v io la t e  t h i s  T r u s t .

S in c e  t h is  d is c u s s io n  has a r is e n  I  h a v e  aske d  r o l l  in ­
formed la w ye rs  in  Maine what w ould.happen i f  th e  S t a t e ^ o u ld  
e v e r attem pt to d iv e s t  I t s e l f  o f  th e  t i t l e  o f  L t .  K s ta h d in  
and th e y  t e l l  me th a t  the m ountain mould then r e v e r t  to  sse, th e  
d o n o r. I  ca n n o t c o n c e iv e , how ever, o f  the L e g is la t u r e  o f  Maine 
p a s s in g  a law  su ch  s s  has been s u g g e s te d  b y one o f our C o n g re ss ­
m en. S o t r i t h s  t e n d in g  t h is  me m is t  w a tch  developm ents and be  
p re p are d  f o r  a n y t h in g .

I  am p le a se d  that- you e n jo y e d  yo ur t r i p  I s  Maine end 
I  as; su re  th a t  y o u r p re se n ce  h e re  was h e lp f u l .

~ 'ith  my k in d e s t  r e g a r d s .

S in c e r e ly ,

I2r* R o b e rt  S t e r l i n g  Yard  
P re s id e n t-P e rm a n e n t S e c r e t a r y  
Jh e  W ild e rn e ss  S o c ie t y  
B o . 1840 M int wood P la c e  
F a s h in g  tor.
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U N I T E D  S T A T E S
DEPARTM ENT O F TH E IN TERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
Washington

September 2 8, 1937

Hon. Percival P. Baxter,
Portland,

Maine.

Dear Mr. Baxter:

As you know the National Park.Service has recently completed a 
comprehensive field survey of the Mount Katahdin region. This work 
was required in order that we might more definitely ascertain and 
report upon the values of the region for national park purposes. It 
is considered proper that the final report by this Department for the 
House Public Lands Committee on Congressman Brewster's Bills H.R. 5864. 
and H.R. 6599 be prepared as soon as possible now that field work to 
date has been sufficient to provide a rather clear general knowledge 
of park potentialities and accompanying conditions.

Senator Frederick Hale has been kind enough to write in your be­
half, calling our attention to your great interest in the Mount Katah­
din country and indicating that you would appreciate an opportunity to 
discuss in Washington the viewpoint of the National Park Service on the 
subject of possible establishment of a national park, in line with Con­
gressman Brewster's suggested legislation. We would be glad indeed to 
have the benefit of your advice at any time convenient to you.

The representative in charge of the recent field investigation 
desired to contact you in Maine but at the time of his various informal 
visits with authorities it was learned that you were busy in the Mari­
time Provinces. It is therefore especially pleasing to understand that 
you may be enabled to confer in Washington.

Sincerely yours,

V



U N I T E D  S T A T E S
DEPARTM ENT O F THE IN TER IO R

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
Wa s h in g t o n

Re c e iv e d
OCT 2 1937

o f
S e n a t o r  H a l e

Hon. F red e ric k  B ale,
H a lted  S ta te s  S ena to r,

P o r tla n d , M a e .

My d ear Senato r Bale:

l a  th e  absence o f D ire c to r Cammerer, I  r a n t  to  acknowl­
edge r e c e ip t  o f  your l e t t e r  to  him o f  September 20, on th e  
su b jec t o f  «x-(*overnor B ax te r’s apprehensions in  r e l a t i o n  to  
th e  fu tu r e  o f  Baxter S ta te  Park and su rround ings.

fh© inform ation  conveyed to  you by Mr. B ax ter on recen t 
a c t i v i t i e s  o f the  N ational Park  S e rv ice  in  th e  Mount la ta h d in  
re g io n  i s  o o r re e t .  f e  have been c a lle d  upon to  r e p o r t  In  
th e  u su a l Banner on th e  m erits  o f  th a t  a re a  fo r  n a t io n a l  park  
p u rp o ses, and our f i e ld  in v e s t ig a t io n  was In. l i n e  w ith  th a t  
re q u e s t.

th e  f in e  va lues o f  B axter S ta te  Park  and v i c i n i t y  a re  
f u l l y  a p p re c ia te d  by t h i s  S e rv ice . We have no in t e r e s t  in  
f u r th e r  development o f  B axter S ta te  P a rk , end we s h a l l ,  o f  
co u rse , be p leased  to d isc u ss  w ith  Mr. B axter our f in d in g s  
through f i e l d  in v e s t ig a t io n  a t  any t i e s  convenient to  b in .
Our r e p re s e n ta t iv e  d e s ire d  to  meet Mr. B ax ter fo llo w in g  c o s- 
p i  e t  ion  o f  th e  re c en t work in  M aine, b u t found a t th e  t i n e  
th a t  Mr. B ax ter was v i s i t i n g  th e  M aritim e P rov inces and 
th e re fo re  cou ld  not be reached.

S in c e re lp  y o u rs ,

fgg&) 3E

4 . 2 . Dem&ray 
A cting D ire c to r



C o u n c i l

HAROLD C. ANDERSON
DISTRICT O r  COLUMBIA

L. A . BARRETT
CALIFORNIA

HARVEY BROOME 
TENN ESSEE

IRVING M. CLARK
WASHINGTON

BERNARD FRANK
TENN ESSEE

C, / '/

THE WILDERNESS SOCIETY
1840 MINTWOOD PLACE 

WASHINGTON, D. C.

OFFICERS

ROBERT STERLING YARD
PRESIDENT
PERMANENT SECRETARY

BENTON MACKAYE 
VICE PRESIDENT

HAROLD C. ANDERSON
TREASURER

O cto b e r 4-, 1937.
DOROTHY SACHS JACKSON

MARYLAND

ALDO LEOPOLD 
W ISCO N SIN

H onorable P e ro lv a l P . B ax te r, 
P o r tla n d , Maine*

BENTON MACKAYE
M ASSACHUSETTS D ear Mr. B a x t e r :

GEORGE MARSHALL 
NEW YORK

ROBERT MARSHALL
DISTRICT O F  COLUMBIA

OLAU8 MURIE 
WYOMING

ERNEST OBERHOLTZER 
MINNESOTA
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The P a rk  S e r v ic e  e xa m in in g  committee w hich  
h as r e c e n t ly  re tu rn e d  from K a ta h d in  went th e re  in  accord, 
w ith  the e n c lo s e d  l e t t e r  o f  l a s t  May, w hich  e x p la in s  i t s e l f .  
I t  c o n s is t e d  o f f i v e  s p e c i a l i s t s ,  and th e y  sta y e d  th e re  
e ig h t  o r te n  d a y s . The r e p o rt  w i l l  a d v is e  ta k in g  o ve r  
the whole m ountain as a n a t io n a l  p a rk . I t  w i l l  be used  
i n  p u t t in g  o v e r th e  scheme i n  L e g is la t u r e  and C o n g re ss.

The calm ness w ith  w hich the P a rk  S e r v ic e  
ke e p s a f t e r  K a ta h d in -, n o tw ith s ta n d in g  the c o n d it io n s  under  
w h ich  you p re s e n te d  i t  to th e  S t a t e ,  comes o f the s u c c e ss  
by w h ich , w ith  one d e v ic e  o r  a n o th e r, i t  h as succeeded in  
r e c e n t  y e a rs  in  g e t t in g  a l l  i t  wants from  s t a t e s .  '.P ro p o s­
in g  th a t  the  n a t io n  s h a l l  assume a n n u a l expenses fo re v e r  
i s  a lw a ys p o p u la r  in  S t a t e s .

O f c o u rse , la n d  f o r  a  n a t io n a l  p a rk  must be 
g iv e n  to th e  n a t io n ,  and what th e  S t a te  does not p o s s e s s ,  
i t  must f i r s t  a c q u ir e .  Maine w i l l  have to buy a l l  the  
K a ta h d in  p ro p e rty  i t  does not now own. B ut i t  may, as  
V i r g i n i a  d id  w ith  Shenandoah la n d s  and Tennessee and N o rth  
C a r o l in a  w ith  G re a t Smoky la n d s ,  f i x %  com m ission the 
p r ic e  i t  w i l l  p a y . I t  may, as th o se  s t a t e s  d id ,  fo rc e  
s a le s  at i t s  own term s on ground o f p u b l ic  need. They 
went so f a r  as to e v ic t  thou san d s o f s m a ll farm e rs from  
homes owned by t h e i r  f a m il ie s  f o r  g e n e r a t io n s .

To r a is e  the ten m i l l io n s  w hich G-reat 
Smoky la n d s  c o s t ,  the l e g i s l a t u r e s  o f N o rth  C a r o lin a  and 
Tennessee e ach  a p p ro p r ia te d  a m i l l io n  d o l l a r s ,  the people  
o f  the  s t a t e ,e a c h  r a is e d  among th e m se lve s a m i l l io n  o r  
m ore, and Jo h n  D. R o c k e f e l le r  J r .  was p ersuaded  to  
c o n t r ib u t e  f i v e  m i l l io n s .  To r a is e  the p u rch a se  money 

* f o r  Shenandoah la n d s ,  the V i r g i n i a  l e g i s l a t u r e  a p p ro p ria te d  
a co u p le  o f m i l l i o n s ,  John D. R o c k e f e l le r  J r .  gave h a l f  a 
m i l l i o n ,  Jo h n  D. Ryan gave a q u a rte r  m i l l io n ,  and the r e s t  
was r a is e d  b y p o p u la r  s u b s c r ip t io n s  d u r in g  two o r th re e  
y e a rs  p e rs o n a l cam p aign in g  in  th e  S ta te  and the D i s t r i c t  
o f  Colum bia.

I n  M aine, as a l l  the p ro p e rty  i s  owned by 
f o r e s t  owners e xce p t B a x te r  S ta te  P a r k , the p r o p o s it io n  may
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be p e rsu a d e d  to s e l l  to the S t a te  f o r  a mere m i l l io n .  P e rh ap s  
th e y  may see p r o f i t  i n  th e  p a rk  b r in g in g  a  co u p le  o f m i l l io n  
m o to r is t s  a y e a r  in t o  t h e i r  b ig  f o r e s t ,  and g iv e  the la n d  to  
the  p a rk  as a  b u s in e s s  v e n tu re .

However i t  may be done, th e re  w i l l  rem ain o n ly  
the problem  o f  g e t t in g  the  B a x te r  S ta te  P a r k  in t o  n a t io n a l p a rk  
h an d s. The P a rk  S e r v ic e  does not appear to  c o n s id e r  t h is  
d i f f i c u l t .  F o llo w in g  a p re ce d e n t in  New Y o rk  S t a t e ,  the Maine 
l e g i s l a t u r e  may, i f  i t  w ish e s , p a ss  a r e s o lu t io n  s u b s t it u t in g  
the U n ite d  S t a t e s  Government f o r  i t s e l f  in  yo ur deed o f g i f t  to  
the S t a t e ,  w ith  the p r o v is o  th a t  the p u rp o se s o f the  deed of 
g i f t  s h a l l  be f u l f i l l e d  as o r i g i n a l l y  s p e c i f ie d ,  and the S ta te  
Government w i l l  make the deed o v e r to  i t s  new t r u s t e e ,  w hich  
w i l l  a c c e p t  i t  upon p a ssa g e  o f  an a c t  of C o n gre ss  d ir e c t in g  i t  
to  do so .

T h is  has been done s e v e r a l  t im e s , th e y  t o ld  me 
S a tu rd a y . The p re ce d e n t w i l l  work p e r f e c t ly  p ro v id e d  the  
Maine l e g i s l a t u r e  w i l l  do i t s  p a r t .  I

You w i l l  know more about t h a t  than  I ,  b u t I  
sh o u ld  t h in k  y o u r ch a n ce s would be v e ry  much b e t t e r  i f  Maine 
had a  s t r o n g  s t a t e  c o n s e rv a t io n  s p i r i t  under v ig o r o u s  
d e fe n s iv e  o r g a n iz a t io n ,  determ ined  to m a in ta in  h e r  w e alth  o f
o u td o o r t r e a s u r e  in  h e r  own c o n t r o l.

There i s  no c o n s e rv a t io n  o r g a n iz a t io n  in  Maine 
e xce p t th a t  o f the S t a te  F e d e ra t io n  o f  Women's C lu b s .  Y o u r  
o ld  S ta te  F o r e s t r y  A s s o c ia t io n  i s  now a departm ent o f  the Land  
Owners' A s s o c ia t io n ,  and yo ur o ld  S t a te  W ild  L i f e  A s s o c ia t io n  
has p e te re d  o u t; i t  s t i l l  has s t a t e  o f f i c e r s ,  b u t they them­
s e lv e s  t o ld  me t h is  summer i t  has had no m eeting f o r  s e v e r a l  
y e a rs  and may n e v e r have a n o th e r; i t s  h u n tin g  and f i s h in g  c lu b  
members ta k e  what the  f o r e s t  owners d o le  them;

O f f i c i a l  q u a l i t y  in  the S ta te  C a p it o l  i s  f i n e , 
b u t w ith o u t o rg a n iz e d  p u b l ic  o p in io n  to in s p ir e  and back~£hem, 
and w ith  so l i t t l e  s t a t e  la n d , they n e c e s s a r i ly  fo llo w  Land  
Owners' w is h e s . I t  i s  easy to see w ith  whom the P a rk  S e r v ic e  
has to d e a l.  P e rh ap s i t  has a lr e a d y  made i t s  d e a l.

We are  d o in g  what we ca n , b u t i t  i s  absurdly- 
l i t  t i e .  I  d id  my b e s t  to  g e t  in  to u ch  w ith  the S ta te  Fe d e ra ­
t io n  in  J u l y  b u t no e x e c u t iv e  was a t  home when I  was in  h e r  
town. . I  am s u g g e s t in g  to s t ro n g  men in  n e ig h b o r s t a t e s  the  
c r e a t io n  o f  a New E n g la n d  C o n se rv a tio n  A s s o c ia t io n .

S in c e r e ly  y o u rs , /  /

R S Y :F
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D ear Mr* Yard  -

I  have y o u r in t e r e s t in g  l e t t e r  o f  th e  f o u r t h .
From w hat you s a y ,  a p p a re n t ly  th e  P a r k  S e r v ic e  has made 
up i t s  mind to  recommend a P a rk  in  the K a ta h d ln  D i s t r i c t ,  
Be th a t a s  i t  may, how ever, I  s t i l l  have f a i t h  in  th e  
Maine L e g is la t u r e  and a t  l e a s t  w h ile  I  am a l i v e  th e  
L e g is la t u r e  w i l l  n e v e r v io la t e  i t s  T r u s t  w h ich  was c r e s t e d  
when I  donated  the B a xte r S t a t e  P a rk  to  th e  p e o p le  o f  
M aine. M oreover, I  co se  from  a lo n g  l i v e d  f a m ily  and may 
be sp a re d  f o r  many y e a rs*  %■  f a t h e r  was n in e t y  and had 
i t  not been for- an a c c id e n t  my m other w ith o u t  doubt w ould  
have a lm o st to  th a t  a g e .

As you s a y ,  the la n d  aro u nd  Kate M in  ie  c h i e f l y  
owned b y la r g e  c o rp o ra t io n s  and I  know th a t  th e y  depend  
upon th e  wood in  t h a t  area  f o r  a c o n t in u in g  s u p p ly  f o r  
t h e i r  m i l l s .

The in fo rm a tio n  w h ich  you g iv e  me w i l l  be o f  d i s ­
t i n c t  a s s is t a n c e  and i t  c e r t a i n l y  w i l l  be in t e r e s t in g  to  
awe.it th e  developm ent o f t h is  m a tte r*  As f o r  m y s e lf ,  I  
s h a l l  s ta n d  f ir m  and no p re s s u r e  ca n  be b ro u g h t to  b ear  
upon me to  in d u ce  me to  co n se n t to  a b re a c h  o f  t r u s t *

I f  you h e a r a n y th in g  more I  hope you  w i l l  keep  
ms inform ed*

W ith  p e rs o n a l re g a rd s*

S in c e r e ly

T o -

K r .  R o b e rt S t e r l i n g  Y ard  
The w ild e rn e s s  S o c ie t y  
1640 Mintwood P la c e  
W ashington  
P .G .
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H o n o r a b le  P e r c i v a l  E . B a x t e r ,
P o r t l a n d ,  M a in e .

D e a r  M r. B a x t e r :

Y o u r  l e t t e r  h a s  t h e  r e a l  r i n g ,  g i v i n g  me g o o d  
h o p e  t h a t  we s h a l l  s a v e  K a t a h d i n  f r o m  a  m i l l i o n  m o t o r i s t s .  
O t h e r  f i g h t s  l i k e  i t  h a v e  b e e n  l o s t  l a r g e l y  b e c a u s e  n o  o n e  
o f  e m in e n c e  i n  t h e  hom e s t a t e  h a d  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o r  t h e  n e r v e  
t o  s t a n d  o u t  a g a i n s t  p o l i t i c a l  s h o u t i n g  f o r  s t a t e  in c o m e  a t  
n a t i o n a l  e x p e n s e .  T h e r e  w as a  t im e  w hen  a  s i n g l e  V i r g i n i a n  
o f  h i g h  s t a n d i n g  c o u l d  h a v e  k e p t  S h e n a n d o a h  o u t  o f  t h e  
N a t i o n a l  P a r k s  S y s te m .  T h e r e  w as a  t i m e  w hen  o n e  K e n t u c k i a n  
o f  h i g h  p r o m in e n c e  c o u l d  h a v e  r e t a i n e d  M am m oth C av e  a s  a  
K e n tu c k y  e n t e r p r i s e .

A ny c h a n c e  a t  U n c le  S am *s m o n ey  b a g s i ;  e x c i t e s  
C o n g re s s m e n  a n d  S t a t e  O f f i c i a l s  t o  f r e n z y .  I t  i s ^ ’ t  s o .  m u ch  
t h a t  t h e  S t a t e  n e e d s  t h e  m oney  a s  t h e y  n e e d  t h e  v o t e s  t h e y  
t h i n k  t h e i r  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  m o n e y - g e t t i n g  w i l l ,  g i v e  th e m  
a t  t h e  n e x t  e l e c t i o n .  O ne C o n g re s s m a n  s t a r t s  i t  a n d  a l l  t h e  
r e s t  c h a r g e  i n  l e s t  h e  s h o u l d  g a i n  a  p o l i t i c a l  a d v a n t a g e .  So 
w i t h  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e .  E a c h  t r i e s  t o  s h o u t  l o u d e r  t h a n  t h e  
r e s t  t h a t  i t  w as h i s  p l a n .  A nd  a l l  t h i s  s h o u t i n g  e x c i t e s  
t h e  n e w s p a p e r s  a n d  t h e  p e o p l e .  F i r s t  t h i n g  y o u  k n o w , a  
w h o le  s t a t e  i s  r o a r i n g  f o r  s o m e t h in g  n o b o d y  k n o w s a  t h i n g  
a b o u t ,  a n d  t h e  w i s e  b u s i n e s s  m en who o p p o s e  b u t t o n  u p  t h e i r  
m o u th s  f o r  f e a r  o f  l o s i n g  c u s t o m e r s  o r  c l i e n t s  b y  " o p p o s i n g  
t h e  p r o s p e r i t y  o f  t h e  S t a t e . "

Y ou a r e  r i g h t  i n  a t  t h e  s t a r t ,  a n d  n o w 's  t h e  
t i m e .  I t ' s  l i k e  t h e  s t o r y  o f  t h e  h o l e  i n  t h e  d i k e .  A
s i n g l e  f i n g e r  c a n  s t o p  i t  n o w , b u t  a f t e r  t h e  t i d e  r i s e s  i t  
c a n ' t  e v e r  b e  s t o p p e d .

I 'm  s e n d i n g  y o u  a  r e p o r t  I 'm  m a k in g  t o  o u r  
C o u n c i l .  Y o u ' l l  f i n d  t h e r e  t h a t  t h e  P a r k  S e r v i c e  h a s  b e e n  
v e r y  b u s y  i n  t h e  G r e e n  M o u n t a i n s ,  t o o .  I t ' s  g o t  t h e  G o v e r n o r  
c o l d .  I ' v e  s e e n  t h e  e l a b o r a t e  m ap o f  t h e  p a r k  p l a n .

B u t  t h e y ' r e  n o t  g o i n g  t o  g e t  t h e  p a r k  i n  t h e  
G r e e n  M o u n ta in s  b e c a u s e  p u b l i c  s e n t i m e n t  w as a r o u s e d  a g a i n s t  
t h i s  p l a n ' s  p r e d e c e s s o r  a  y e a r  a g o .  T h e r e 's  s o m e t h i n g  t o  
b a s e  o p p o s i t i o n  u p o n .  T he  G o v e r n o r  i s  n o t  g o i n g  t o  m ake a  
c o n s i d e r a b l e  b o d y  o f  e n e m i e s .
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I n  M a in e ,  i t  s e e m s  t o  b e  B r e w s t e r ,  n o t  t h e  
G o v e r n o r ,  t h a t  t h e  P a r k  S e r v i c e  h a s  l a n d e d .  I f  h e  c o u l d  
o n l y  b e  s c a r e d  a  l i t t l e  a b o u t  h i s  n e x t  e l e c t i o n !  U n f o r ­
t u n a t e l y ,  t h e r e  i s  n o  c o n s e r v a t i o n  p u b l i c  i n  M a in e  t o  
s c a r e  h im  w i t h .

T he  r e p o r t  I  s e n d  y o u  i s  n o t  f o r  
p u b l i c a t i o n ,  b u t  i t  w i l l  b e  t h e  b a s i s  o f  a  W i l d e r n e s s  
N ew s w h ic h  w e ' l l  s e n d  o u t  a  f e w  w e e k s  f r o m  n o w . I ' d  
l i k e  t o  h a v e  y o u r  i d e a s ,  c o n f i d e n t i a l l y ,  m e a n t im e .

R S Y ;F

S i n c e r e l y ,

v
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Again on A p ril 22, 1937, a t  Park  S e rv ice  re q u e s t, 
introduced, a b i l l  in  the  House (H.R.6599) to  t h a t  end, 
"a complete investigation** fo r  l a t e  in  th e  Summer.

- 5 -

B axter S ta te  Park

There l iv e s  in  P o r tla n d , M aine, a  man -with whom th e  N ational Park  S erv ice  must 
reckon . On February 9 , 1933, th e  Maine L e g is la tu re  a cc e p ted  the  g i f t  o f n ine square 
m ile s  o f th e  top  of Mount K atahdin from P e rc e iv a l E, B ax te r , tw ice Governor o f th e  
S ta te ,  ”to  be fo rev e r he ld  by th e  sa id  S ta te  in  t r u s t  f o r  th e  people o f M aine.”

To acq u ire  th e  a re a , Mr. B ax ter has s a id ,  ”took  me tw e n ty -s ix  y ears  of th e  
h a rd e s t  work a g a in s t  the  o p p o s itio n  o f c e r t a in  pow erful p o l i t i c a l  and b u s in ess  g ro u p s .” 
A lso i t  co st him a g re a t d e a l o f money,

”K atahdin should always and must rem ain” , he w rote l a s t  May, ”th e  w ild , storm - 
sw ept, untouched-by-man reg io n  i t  now i s ;  t h a t  i s  i t s  g r e a te s t  charm. Only sm all 
cab in s  fo r  m ountain clim bers should be a llow ed th e re ,  only t r a i l s  fo r  those  who tr a v e l  
on fo o t o r horseback , a p lace  where n a tu re  ru le s  and where th e  c re a tu re s  of th e  fo r e s t  
h o ld  und ispu ted  dominion. As modern c i v i l i s a t i o n  w ith  i t s  t r a i l e r s  and h o t dog s tan d s , 
i t s  ra d io  and ja z z , encroaches on th e  Maine w ild e rn e ss , th e  tim e may y e t  come when 
only  th e  K atahdin reg io n  rem ains u n d e file d  by man.”

Late in  Ju ly , he to ld  me in  h is  o f f io e  in  P o r tla n d  t h a t ,  having now r e t i r e d  from 
p o l i t i c s  and b u s in e s s , he meant to  devote th e  r e s t  o f  h is  l i f e  to  sa feguard ing  and 
develop ing  th i s  g re a te s t  S ta te  p o sse ss io n .

At th i s  tim e he knew o f th e  B rew ster b i l l ,  b u t we d id  n o t t a lk  about i t .  He 
must have known of th e  Park S e rv ic e ’ s o r ig in a l  in v e s t ig a t io n  o f th e  a r e a ,  bu t 
a p p a re n tly  d id  no t a n t ic ip a te  th e  f i n a l  in v e s t ig a t io n  to  come, and n e i th e r  of course 
d id  I .  He adv ised  me about see in g  th e  K atahdin co u n try , making n o tes  in  red  in k  on 
maps. I  c a r r ie d  g ree tin g s  from him to  people I  should meet and some o f whom I m et.

I t  was n o t u n t i l  l a t e  in  th e  Summer a t  home th a t  I  knew o f the  f i n a l  in v e s t ig a tio n . 
I t  had been made by fo u r or f iv e  p a rk  s p e c ia l i s t s  and had la s te d  te n  days. The 
committee i s  now working on a  re p o r t  which v rill e n th u s ia s t i c a l ly  recommend th a t  th e  
N a tio n a l Park S erv ice should acq u ire  Mount K atahdin as  a n a t io n a l p a rk , in c lu d in g  the  
n in e  square m ile s  o f summit known as  B ax ter S ta te  P ark .

Rep re  s e n ta t  ive  B rew ster 
and th e  Park S erv ice  planned

How Can the  P ark  S erv ice  Get Katahdin?

To g e t t h i s  n a tio n a l p a rk , th e  N a tio n a l Park S erv ice  must persuade Maine to  
a cq u ire  by purchase th e  lands she does n o t now po ssess  and g ive  them to  the  n a tio n a l 
government to g e th e r  w ith  th o se  she a lre a d y  owns. These lands now belong to  fo u r or 
f iv e  lumber companies, one o f  which a ls o  owns th e  pulp  m il ls  a t  and near M illin o ck e t.

How much th e  S ta te  w il l  have to  pay th e se  companies fo r  K atahdin, and how i t  
w i l l  r a is e  th e  money to  pay a re  undeterm ined q u e s tio n s . And what p r o f i t  the  S ta te  
v rill  expect th e  n a tio n a l park  to  r e tu rn  to  S ta te  b u s in ess  in  order to  j u s t i f y  i t s  
investm ent i s  n o t known.

The p ro je c t  -will move slow ly and fo llo w  th e  g en e ra l program by which Shenandoah, 
Mammoth Cave and Great Smoky Mountains N a tio n a l Parks v/ere p rocu red . North C arolina 
and Tennessee ap p ro p ria ted  two m il l io n  d o l la r s  each toward th e  purchase o f Great Smoky
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lands upon representations of the "national park committee" that it would bring a 
couple of million profitable motorists annually into the business of the State. 
Virginia appropriated a like amount toward the purchase of Shenandoah lands upon 
similar official predictions of income from motors. Also, nearly a million each was 
raised by subscription from individuals and businesses in all three states, besides-, 
which John D. Rockefeller, Jr. gave five million toward Great Smoky and he and % 
John D. Ryan part of a million toward Shenandoah.

How many visiting motors a year will have to be guaranteed to Katahdin to 
persuade the forest owners to sell, justify the State Legislature to appropriate and 
induce common people and businesses to collect private subscriptions? That’s for 
Maine to say. It will be her job. Several years ago a similar bill was passed for 
a national park in the Everglades with the proviso that Florida will come over with 
the cash. Florida hasn’t come over yet. Perhaps she never will. But the act still 
hangs over the State.

To get the Baxter State Park into Federal possession, the legislature must 
substitute the National Government for Mr. Baxter in the deed which Mr. Baxter gave 
the State in 1953, specifying that the new trustee must oarry out its provisions; 
and Congress must accept the trust. There are several precedents for this 
method of defeating Mr. Baxter's purpose in deeding the mountain to the State. The 
one to be used is furnished by New York State.

Skyline in Disguise

You hear nothing more in Vermont about the twice-beaten-at-home Green Mountain 
Skyline, but you do hear about a Mount Mansfield National Park.

Recalling that the original skyline had avoided Mansfield because too commonly 
patronized, and that recently our members there reported rumors that the Skyline was 
to be got indirectly through a national park, I dropped in to look around. Besides, 
it was high time we knew the Green Mountains better.

The Wilderness Society has warm friends in Vermont and will have more. I 
encountered no sentiment favoring the transfer of State scenery and recreation to the 
federal government exoept in a small group around the Governor at the State Capitol 
and another in Burlington, remnants of the skyline promotion of the former adminis­
tration. The present Governor m s  Lieutenant Governor then.

The spirit of Vermont scenery is unique. Just as Maine strikes the forest note 
without mountain accent, so Vermont is in some real sense the Green Mountains. These 
are less than the White Mountains in altitude and mass but combine a sharper emphasis, 
even sternness of line with a gentler, even sparkling, quality of intervening valley. 
Farms are fenced with towering crags. Villages border gay streams through smart 
defiles. Houses of old colonial are white as the marble outcroppings on high 
backgrounds.

Somewhat west of the center of the State, the high range reaches from the 
Massachusetts border to Quebec and is crossed by a dozen main highways. But all 
Vermont is beautified by the outlying ranges, ridges and masses once connected parts, 
though by no means all, now, of the central body. A country so individual and unique 
needs stout character and home-grown appreciation of home for its defense. Vermont 
has them in her own people.



Everywhere I heard o f th e  pending d r iv e  o f th e  N ational Park Serv ice  to  s ieze  the  
clim ax of th e  S t a t e 's  sp a rk lin g  beau ty  f o r  i t s  own. I t  had f a i le d  in  consecu tive  
d r iv e s  in  the  L e g is la tu re  and by re fe re n c e  to  th e  peop le . I t  was now or never.

In  th e  L e g is la tu re  j u s t  c lo se d , th e  Governor had procured  a J o in t  R eso lu tion  
(Number 258, A p ril  10, 1937) a u th o riz in g  him to  ap p o in t a commission o f f iv e  " to  r, 
c o n s id e r th e  d e s i r a b i l i t y  of th e  e s tab lish m en t of a n a tio n a l park  w ith in  the  s t a t e ”*, 
and to  tak e  such p re lim in a ry  s tep s  "as may seem a d v isa b le ."

Members o f t h i s  commission were re q u ire d  to  serve w ithou t compensation f o r  te n  
y e a rs  i f  th a t  many should be n ecessa ry  and re p o r t  p ro g ress  once a y e a r . The 
commission was a u th o riz e d  " to  accep t in  th e  name of th e  s t a t e  g ran ts  o f land  and 
o p tio n s  fo r  th e  purchase o f  land  from w il l in g  g iv e rs  w ith in  th e  a re a  approved by th e  
n a t io n a l  park  s e rv ic e  as a p ro sp ec tiv e  s i t e  fo r  such p a rk , such g i f t s  and o p tio n s  to  
be c o n tin g e n t upon th e  approval by th e  l e g i s l a tu r e  of th e  estab lish m en t of a n a tio n a l 
p a rk ; to  accep t in  th e  name o f th e  s ta t e  o u tr ig h t  o r co n tin g en t g i f t s  or g ran ts  of 
money o r o th e r  p ro p e rty  made fo r  any purpose connected w ith  th e  estab lishm en t o f such 
n a tio n a l  park ; to  expend such money or th e  income or proceeds from such p ro p e rty  
s u b je c t to  l im i ta t io n s  p laced  th e reo n  by th e  donors, in  making s tu d ie s  and in v e s t ig a ­
t i o n s ,  a cq u ir in g  lan d s  w ith in  such a rea  and b in d in g  o p tio n s , and in  m eeting o th e r 
expenses in c u rre d  in  th e  perform ance of i t s  d u t ie s .  The a u d ito r  of accounts s h a l l  
is su e  h is  w arran ts  f o r  any such ex p en d itu res  on re o e ip t o f vouchers approved by the  
governor, and th e  t r e a s u r e r  s h a l l  pay th e  same ou t of any funds s tand ing  to  th e  
c r e d i t  o f th e  com m ission.M

%
I f  th e  park  i s  n o t ach ieved  in  th e  te n  y e a r s ,  th e  p ro p e rty  and rem aining money 

w i l l  be re tu rn e d . ■ '

At M ontpelier I  was to ld  th a t  th e  Governor would ap p o in t th e  commission a t  once, 
b u t I  was tenable t o  see th e  p lans on which th e  N ational Park  S erv ice  had been 
in d u s tr io u s ly  w orking. So o ff  we went fo r  Mount M ansfie ld , drove i t s  summit by an 
e x c e lle n t  road in  tw enty  m inu tes, lunched in  th e  roomy h o te l  we found th e re ,  saw th e  
views E ast to  K atahdin and west to  W hiteface and descended to  explore the b e a u t i f u l ,  
w e ll-fa rm ed , com fortab ly  popula ted  coun try  which l a t e r ,  on seeing  th e  map, we 
v e r i f i e d  as th e  "park" th a t  th e  N ational Park  S erv ice  w ants.

The proposed Mount M ansfield  N ational Park  i s  tw en ty -s ix  m iles long from 
Cambridge on th e  North (See any motor road map) to  Jerusalem  on the Souths (due West 
from M on tpelier). I t  in c lu d es  two c o n sid e rab le  a reas  of S ta te  F o re s t, one around 
Mount M ansfie ld  and th e  o th e r around Cam el's Hump. I t  i s  crossed  by two main 
highways h e a v ily  t r a v e l l e d ,  one th e  p r in c ip a l  highway connecting M ontpelier and the  
E ast w ith  B u rlin g to n  and th e  Lake Champlain f e r r i e s .  There a re  a lso  minor roads and 
th e  chance fo r  a sk y lin e  d r iv e .

That was th e  s i tu a t io n  in  August. In  l a t e  September a S ta te  o f f i c i a l  wrote me 
from  M ontpelier th a t  th e  Governor had found no one w ill in g  to  accep t appointm ent to  
th e  commission.

"The fe e l in g  in  th e  lo c a l i ty  i s  to  have th e  land  under S ta te  ownership ra th e r  
th an  f e d e r a l ."



T he S t u f f  t h a t  D ream s a r e  M ade o f

Those of us -who a re  fa m il ia r  w ith  N ational Park Servioe am bitions w i l l  f in d  th e  
fo llo w in g  guess very  probab le  indeed o f  what i s  in  th e  minds of i t s  o f f i c i a l s  fo r  
New England. S ince i t  has abandoned s ta n d a rd s , i t s  dreams f o r  a l l  America would 
s u rp r is e  you. /

1. A p a rk - to -p a rk  highway northw ard through C o n n ec ticu t, the  B erkshire  H i l l s  
and Green -Mountains to  a Mount M ansfie ld  N ational Park  in  Vermont, w ith  
spu rs  westward to  Saratoga N atio n al Park  in  New York and northward to  
Canada} and

2. Prom Mount M ansfield  N a tio n al P ark , a p a rk -to -p a rk  highway e a s t through
a W hite Mountains N ational Park  in  New Hampshire to  Mount Katahdin N ational 
Park  in  Maine} and

3. From Mount Katahdin N ational P a rk , a f e d e ra l  p a rk -to -p a rk  to  Acadia 
N ational Park in  M aine, connec ting  w ith  th e  seashore highways.

Dreaming q u ite  as f a s c in a t in g  i f  n o t y e t  so w ell defined  doub tless 
connects th e  loose ends of the  New England P a rk -to -P a rk  w ith a d d itio n s  
through n a tio n a l  h i s to r i c  s i t e s  in  M assachusetts and C onnecticu t, a lso  
th rough  Hudson R iv e r, New J e r s e y , Pennsylvania and Maryland s i t e s ,  to  
merge in to  th e  Shenandoah S kyline  D rive sou th . T hat, now f a r  advanced, 
e v e n tu a lly  w i l l  end w ith  th e  m ountains in  G eorgia. Il

■When dreams s h a l l  thus be re a l iz e d  in  th e  e a s t  as  they  a re  in  th e  w est, Where, 
w ith in  my p e rso n a l r e c o l le c t io n ,  a n a t io n a l  p a rk -to -p a rk  highway was once thought 
a s  d a rin g  a v e n tu re ; and when th e  two p a rk -to -p a rk s  should be oonneoted ac ro ss  
n o r th  and south  so to  e n c irc le  th e  oountry  ( t h e r e ’ s a s t a r t  in  M ichigan), th e  
p o l i t i c a l  in f lu e n c e  of the  Park  S erv ice  may q u ite  equal th a t  o f the  F o res t S e rv ic e .
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that “grea t lo g  cabin h o te ls ” ana s t o i le r  developments 
vrowld be created in the Kotahdin re g io n , fo r  apparently 
yaw.agree w ith  me that th is  yet unspoiled  area should be 
preserved in  i t s  “ natural ’-lie . s ta te a.

A lso , l ik e  yours e l f  I  am opposed to  shat you r e fe r  to  
ag the S ex p lo ita t io n  o f  the ares, fo r  recrea tions 1 purpos­
es*1 anti in  psy mind there is  no question  hut that th is  is one 
o f  the .major motives behind the proposed measure, There is  
a lso  a d is t in c t  personal p o l i t i c a l  angle invo lved  about 
vhich I  could t e l l  you d e f in i t e ly  in  conversation .

I t  c e r ta in ly  would g iv e  me pleasure to meet you in
Washington but my v is i t s  there are in frequ en t. I  
however, t  you and your 
th is  matter other than an tr iad ?*  ̂  
fu ture gen era tion s,

s t i r s *
i-3 have no in te re s t  in 
ono fo r  the b en e fit  o f

'ith  kind regards •

S i n c e r e l y ,

(SIG N ED ) PERCIV A L P. BAXTER.

T o —

far. A rvhur K erto r Pack
J r e s id e n t  Am erican n a tu re  As.eooI.etion
B o , 1214 10 th  S t r e e t ,  a .
W a s h in g to n
D .C .
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Deer ^allp .ee  *•

I  a n  p le a s e d  to  have yo u r l e t t e r  and hope to  
se e  you b e fo re  you go to  W ash in gto n . I t  may be th a t  I  
s h a l l  be in  Le w isto n  b e fo re  lo n g  ana i f  so  s h a l l  c a l l  up­
on you,

I  r e n t  to  W ashington on Konday and had an i n t e r ­
e s t in g  and s a t i s f a c t o r y  c o n v e rs a t io n  w ith  l i r ,  Dem aray, 
A c t in g  D ir e c t o r  o f  th e  E a t lo n a l  P a rk  S e r v ic e .  We d is c u s s e d  
th e  K e ta h d in  s i t u a t io n  w ith  th e  r e s u l t  th a t  he s a id  to  me 
t h a t  M s  r e p o r t  to  th e  C o n g re s s io n a l Com m ittee would bo 
th a t  a lth o u g h  E a ta h d in  and the s u rro u n d in g  c o u n tr y  i n  th e  
o p in io n  o f  the p a rk  Departm ent rffie o f  n a t io n a l  park s t a t u s , 
h i s  Departm ent w ould  not w ish  t o  recommend th e  p a ssa g e  o f  
th e  b i l l  on a c c o u n t o f  the e x is t e n c e  o f  B a x te r  S ta te  P a rk  
and ny u n w il l in g n e s s  t o  have t h is  t r a n s fe r r e d  to  the Fed­
e r a l  Governm ent,

I  found hr,. .Demarey and two o f  h is  a s s o c ia t e s  
t h a t  I  t a lk e d  w it h ,  M r. C o l l in s  and U r , B a l la r d ,  v e r y  f a i r  
and reasonable- and th e y  seemed to  a p p r e c ia t e  what I  had  
done f o r  th e  S t s t e  end s a id  i t  w ould n o t be ’'e th ica l**  f o r  
th e  n a t io n a l  P a rk  S e r v ic e  to  p r e s s  t h is  m a tte r a g a in s t  my 
w is h e s , I  re tu rn e d  h o se  much r e l ie v e d  in  s p i r i t  and hope 
t h a t  t h i s  w i l l  s e t t l e  the m a t t e r • Of c o u rs e  men change  
t h e i r  m inds and I  a s k  you and S e n a to r S a le  to  keep in  "ouch  
w ith  t h is  m a tte r so  t h a t  i f  a n y t h in g  sh o u ld  d e v e lo p  I  can  
t a k e  fu r t h e r  a c t io n ,  I  c e r t a in ly  am g r a t e f u l  to  you f o r  
yo u r c o o p e ra t io n .

V 'ith  k in d  r e g a r d s .

S in c e r e ly ,

T o -

H on. F a l l s c e  H, W a tte
L e v is  ton
M aine.



* Conservation *
A  part of Nature Magazine each month Is devoted to the 
expression of practical opinions on the vital issues affecting 
our use and abuse of natural resources, including wildlife, 
and dedicated to the purpose of assisting Americans to play 
a militant part In the attainment of constructive conserva­

tion aims.

★

NEW PARK Proposals for the creation of 
new National Parks have been 

PROPOSED frequent Many of these have 
been inspired by local pride or 

by some local commercial interest. Some have been re­
jected; others have been successful in adding areas to our 
system of National Parks at the expense of the properly 
high standards originally set for a National Park.

The most recent proposal, however, is one that merits 
the most careful consideration. We refer to the movement 
to set aside five hundred and four square miles of the 
Maine wilderness, known generally as the Katahdin re­
gion, as Katahdin National Park. An enabling act to this 
end has been filed in Congress by Ralph O. Brewster 
o f Maine. The region involved and its outstanding merits 
are described elsewhere in this issue by Myron H. Avery, 
Chairman of the Appalachian Trail Conference, a State- 
of-Mainer, hiker and lover of the outdoors and the 
wilderness. We need take no more space here to discuss 
the outstanding values of this region beyond saying that 
another decade will see it exploited by the axe and other 
commercialism beyond any possibility of redemption.

It is, however, pertinent to consider two or three points 
that have arisen in connection with the Katahdin Park 
movement. Opposition to it has come from what is, to us, 
a rather surprising source. We find Percival P. Baxter, 
former Governor of Maine, sincere conservationist and 
splendid citizen, against the proposal.

Over a period of twenty-six years Mr. Baxter, in the 
face of political and commercial opposition, acquired the 
summit o f Mount Katahdin and contiguous area totalling 
nine square miles. This he deeded to the State of Maine 
in perpetuity, and the area is now known as Baxter State

Park. Its donor naturally feels that this gift should remain 
the property of the people of his State and should ciot be 
transferred to the Federal Government Whateve^ the 
merits of this controversy, we see no reason why Baxter 
State Park can not and should not remain the property of 
Maine. However, under Maine law no State Park may 
exceed ten thousand acres, which means that little Could 
be added to the present area as protection for the 
mountain.

It is there that the importance of the Katahdin Park 
proposal seems to us to center. We have seen cities set 
aside and develop beautiful park areas only to have them 
surrounded by billboards and other nuisances. Compar­
ably, if the region close to Baxter Park is to be logged off, 
laced with roads and otherwise opened up— and there 
is no protection against such activities— the present 
reservation is irreparably damaged. If we could afford it 
we would buy lots on all four sides of our home to 
protect us from architectural atrocities and other ill-ad­
vised acts of man. That is what a Katahdin National 
Park would do for Mt. Katahdin and Mr. Baxter’s gift 
to the State of Maine.

There appears also to be doubt in Mr. Baxter’s mind 
as to what the National Park Service might do to the 
Katahdin region. He fears over-development, the build­
ing of scenic highways through the area, the civilization 
of . a wilderness that is within the rubber-tired reach of 
millions. Mr. Baxter has basis for such fears, and we 
should like to see some definite guarantee against such 
development. We believe that the National Park Service 
would wish to treat this area as it should be treated. At 
the same time the Service is under pressure from political 
and local commercial interests to so develop some of the



properties entrusted to it by the people so that the max­
imum number of tourists will be attracted.

At the present time Baxter State Park is suffering from 
under rather than over-development. The Maine authori­
ties seem to exhibit a vast lack of interest in i t  It is 
unsupervised. More and more people are seeking the out­
doors on foot with packs on their backs, yet no provision 
is made for this increase. A few lean-tos near the base 
of Katahdin at Chimney Pond, where concentration 
should be minimised rather than increased, were recently 
put in by some tree-butcher without regard for proper 
placement. Thus certainly this Maine State Park would 
hardly suffer by being surrounded by properly controlled 
National Park areas. The paramount issue is the preserva­
tion of the larger Katahdin wilderness, and the question

of where should remain the title to these nine square 
miles should not obscure the major issue, or lead to ir­
reparable losses.

We believe that these differences can be easily ironed 
out. We hope that Mr. Baxter will join forces in this 
and aid in preserving this glorious Maine wilderness for 
posterity. And there, it seems to us, is the vital con­
sideration. Now that the Great Smokies are preserved, 
and the Everglades Park plan is progressing, the Katahdin 
region is our last remaining substantial wilderness in the 
East. It should be preserved. Delay is dangerous. But in 
endorsing this proposal may we say that we would fight 
to the last ditch against the betrayal of the Katahdin 
region to selfish political or commercial interests that 
would make a glorified public camping ground out of it.

PAGING It is doubtful whether there has 
T ever been filmed a scene more 

M.K.* CROW starkly exciting than the mad 
battle against the grasshopper 

hordes in "The Good Earth". Yet shortly after we saw 
this great motion picture we saw briefly in a news reel a 
picture of an American farmer, his wife and children 
pathetically killing grasshoppers among the rows of their 
ill-fated corn crop.

There was, in both of these scenes, a lesson in con­
servation. There have always been cases of devastating 
swarming of grasshoppers. In this country they have 
always been worst on the normally treeless plains where 
there is little or no bird life. In China, where the de­
struction of tree and bird life has been going on for 
centuries, it is only natural that such insect devastation 
should occur unchecked by any other force of Nature. In 
most parts of the United States this should not be the 
case. Yet even here the prospects are not bright if we 
continue mass killing of the birds that Nature provided to 
maintain her balance.

The now classic instance of birddom's rallying to the 
side of man in the insect battle is the gathering of the 
gulls near Great Salt Lake to check the grasshoppers and 
crickets. But gulls cannot be expected to come to the aid 
of Kansas, Ohio, Illinois, Wisconsin, or other of our 
mid-Western States. They must rely largely on resident 
birds. Yet these and other states are either encouraging, 
or actually promoting, the systematic destruction of a 
great ally against the grasshopper and other destructive 
spring and summer insects. That ally, whether the state 
conservation departments, the arms and ammunition com­
pany propagandists, or others like it or not, is the crow.

Between early April and late August crows depend 
upon insects for more than one-third of their food. Ex­
tensive analysis of the contents of crows* stomachs reveals 
that one hundred grasshoppers eaten during an hour or 
two of feeding is no feat for a crow. A group of four 
nestling crows will keep the parent busy for an hour or 
so, and in that time consume 400 grasshoppers. Analysis

of the stomachs of 157 crows in a grasshopper-infested 
area showed 151 of them to have eaten generously of the 
insects. The evidence of the crow’s importance in holding 
this insect pest in check is voluminous and indisputable.

About some of the trading posts in central Canada, 
where grasshoppers periodically ravage the vegetable gar­
dens, both Indians and whites appreciate the jhelp of the 
crow and encourage the few that nest therekas well as 
the hordes of blackbirds, to feed freely throughout the 
summer about the villages. There even the children are 
taught to protect these birds in gratitude for payment 
received in advance.

Yet, on the other side of the shield, we find the Indiana 
Department of Conservation, for instance, proudly boast­
ing that its campaign of prize awards for crow feet has 
resulted in 194,271 fewer crows. If, with utter con­
servatism, we say that each one of these crows, in the 
face of grasshopper over-abundance, ate fifty insects a 
day, then there would be 9,713,550 more grasshoppers 
than if  the crows had been left alive. And fifty a day 
would be just whetting a hungry crow’s appetite. Multiply 
this nearly ten million hoppers—that the kindly con­
servation commission has spared to eat the Hoosier farm­
er’s products— by the fifteen or twenty days of a grass­
hopper invasion and we get some idea of how useful 
a crow can be.

Of course, the big black birds are not the only victims 
of these organized "vermin hunts". Useful hawks and 
owls are shot; in fact the philosophy of these hunts is 
usually: "Shoot anything that flies. Who’s to know the 
difference?"

Isn’t it about time we quit laying dust storms, floods, 
insect invasions and such to acts of God or fate? Isn’t it 
about time we started using instead of abusing Nature’s 
forces? Isn’t it about time we acted upon the advice of 
men who have devoted their lives to learning the facts, 
instead of accepting as Gospel the opinions of the ignor­
ant, or the specious propaganda of the man who has 
some ulterior motive ?

It’s not only abo-ut time, it’s past time.
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M O U N T KATAHDIN, SEEN A C R O S S  KA TA H D IN  LAKE
This Is one of the unforgettable views of the famous mountain, part of which Is now In Baxter State

Park. Photographed by Samuel Merrill, courtesy Appalachian Trail Confidence

Katahdin and Its Country
Proposal for a National Park in the wilderness of 
central Maine focuses attention on a glorious region
By M YRON H. AYERY

D e e p  in the central Maine wilderness lies a region 
that bids fair to attain a rightly deserved pre­
eminence in the ever increasing chain of federal 

reservations. It is a land of towering, glistening, bare 
granite peaks, interspersed with lower ranges mantled 
with the sombre-hued spruce and fir cover of the North 
Woods, the pattern of which is broken only by the silver 
sheen of lakes and streams, so numerous that, as one 
climber wrote, they resemble the scattered broken frag­
ments of a mirror, so did they heliograph to the sum­
mits. It is a land of utter loneliness, deserted and as 
much a wilderness—save for casual travelers in the short 
summer months— as when the first explorer ventured 
into this domain 133 years ago.

It is this hinterland of the North Woods wilderness, 
widely known as the “Katahdin Country” , this land of 
mountain, forest, lake and stream, that the Katahdin 
National Park Bill (H.R. 6599), introduced by Con­
gressman Ralph O. Brewster of Maine, seeks to preserve 
forever in its larger whole as a heritage of the American 
people.

Katahdin, the mountain, has few peers in the esteem 
of those who, like the psalmist of old, seek the hills. It 
was always thus. In the Indian language Katahdin, 
“Kette Adene” , means “ the greatest mountain”—an ob­

ject of awe and fear—the home of the devastating spirit 
of Pamola, the guardian spirit o f the mountain. When 
in 1804 the Scituate surveyor, Charles Turner, Jr., first 
reached the summit from the Penobscot West Branch, 
his Indian guides resolutely refused to accompany him, 
saying that Pamola had destroyed those who ventured 
too near his fastness. The esteem in which Katahdin is 
held can be judged best by the extent of its literature, 
which comprises a bibliography of some 78 pages—a 
record believed to be unequalled for any other single 
peak in the United States.

Katahdin’s preeminence— as with other things that 
suffer the misfortune of too close proximity to great­
ness— dwarfs the surrounding region. The majesty of 
this towering granite monolith so impresses the casual 
climber to its summit that, at the outset, he may fail 
to appreciate that Katahdin is merely the culminating 
feature or symbol of an outstanding region, justly de­
serving of high repute in its own right. On these fea­
tures of the larger whole— almost encircled by the curv­
ing tributaries of the Penobscot River— has attention 
been focused by Congressman Brewster’s bill. This will 
not be a park of one mountain or one lake. In the area 
of the proposed Katahdin National Park one may count 
55 separate and distinct peaks and 68 lakes.



KLO N D IK E POND, IN  O N E  O F  K A TA H D IN 'S  C IR Q U E S
In the background are the Brothers Mountains. Photo­

graph by Ludwig K. Moorehead, courtesy of
the Appalachian Trail Conference -

As a type of North Woods wilderness the Katahdin 
region could well press a deserved claim to national re­
cognition. Other sections of the ridge-crested Appalachian 
Chain rise to a more dominating height than does Katah­
din but none possess its infinite variety o f lake and stream. 
The uniqueness of the region may be ascribed directly to a

the ice-sheet planed off the summit of this granite m 
is a matter of vaguest conjecture. In the middle Nil 
teenth Century one school of geologists asserted that 1 
tahdin had not projected above the ice sheet. At the e 
of the century, glacial geologist Ralph S, Tarr settJ 
these doubts. The traveler along the crest of Katahc 
will take keen interest in searching for the form of e 
dence with which Tarr set the controversy at rest by fit 
ing near the summit glacial erratics that are quite d 
ferent from the granite of the mountain and which w< 
transported from the north by the glacier and deposit 
when it overrode the summit of Katahdin. O f a later c 
gin were the local glaciers, which departed from Katahc 
only some 15,000 years ago, after they had cut deej 
back into the granite mass, carving out the steep-wall 
cirques or basins on every side of the mountain. On 
east side, where the mountain resembles a series of link 
volcanic cones split lengthwise, are three basins, Great 
South, North and Little North. From the ponds at t 
bottom of these basins, rimmed above by a narrow c 
circling crest known as the Knife-Edge, sheer gran 
walls rise 2000 feet. Here is a transplanted bit of the Hi. 
Sierra in the superlative. On the west side of the mou 
tain are other ravines of glacial origin. In the Northw< 
Basin, on a high-lying shelf, are four bonds. At their oi 
lets are curious instances of glacial scouring—two rock 
moutonnees or sheep-backs, as these llongated dome-11 
rocks are called. Nearby is another tain, Klondike Pon 
in a narrow sheer-walled slit; first reported half a centu 
ago, it was re-discovered only in 1922. Stretched acre 
the mouths of these cirques or basins—and a source 
exertion to those who would reach the interior basii 
beyond— are glacial moraines, irregular rows of debi 
pushed outward by the glaciers and forming ponds at ti 
mouths of these basins.

The summit of Katahdin is a considerable surprise 
him who climbs it for the first time, expecting to find ti 
narrow ridge crest, as seen from below. It is a "tableland 
some six miles long and two miles wide, covered with i 
regularly-shaped broken granitic slabs, trending dow 
from the highest part of the mountain. Near the summ 
is an instance of the interesting phenomenon of "roc

master architect—the continental ice 
sheet that stood down over New Eng­
land eons ago%

The aftermath of this glaciation—in 
the form of sheer-sided granite basins, 
tableland, high lying ponds, moraines 
and Arctic flora—has made this entire 
region an endless joy and surprise to 
the most untutored as well as to him 
who reads here the record of the ages. 
What the shape of Katahdin was before

W H ERE TH E A P P A LA C H IA N  
T R A IL  M AKES ITS START

Extending 2056 miles to Georgia, this 
great trail is a hikers' achievement.

Mr. Avery holds the measuring 
wheel. Photograph by 

S. S. Philbrick



eep”. The southern portion of the mountain mass of the 
Katahdin area is granite, formed deep under the heavy 
overlying mass of rock long since eroded; the northern 
part is rhyolite. Somewhere, buried under the glacial de­
bris and as yet undetermined by the geologists, is the con­
tact point between these rocks.

As the geological past of the Katahdin country has 
wrought its outstanding characteristics, so have resulted 
its botanical features. Katahdin’s flora is an Arctic island, 
a relict of the vegetation that followed the retreating 
glacier northward. On the*Tableland are dwarf spruce, fir, 
willow and white birch, prostrate from battling the storms 
of years, scarcely thicker than one’s wrist, yet many many 
decades in age. Some of the scientific names of the com­
monest plants tell significantly of their present habitat—  
thus Arenaria groenlandha and Diapensia lapponica. As 
characteristic of the North Woods summits as are the 
"balds”  of the southern Appalachians, is the dense spruce 
and fir "scrub” . O f this Henry D. Thoreau wrote in the 
story of his ascent of Katahdin in 1846:

Leaving this at last, I began to work my way, scarcely less ar­
duous than Satan’s anciently through Chaos, up the nearest, 
though not the highest peak, at first scrambling on all fours over 
the tops of ancient black spruce-trees (Abies nigra), old as the 
flood, from two to ten or twelve feet in height, their tops flat and 
spreading, and their foliage blue, and nipped with cold, as if for 
centuries they had ceased growing upward against the bleak sky, 
the solid cold. I walked some good rods erect upon the tops of 
these trees, which were overgrown with moss and mountain- 
cranberries. It seemed that in the course of time they had filled 
up the intervals between the huge rocks, and the cold wind had 
uniformly leveled all over. Here the principle of vegetation was 
hard put to it. There was apparently a belt of this kind running 
quite round the mountain, though, perhaps, nowhere so remark­
able as here. Once slumping through, I looked down ten feet, 
into a dark and cavernous region, and saw the stem of a spruce, 
on whose top I stood, as on a mass of coarse basket-work, fully 
nine inches in diameter at the ground.

Since 1804, mountaineers have been drawn to this re­
gion. Its frequenters comprise a distinguished list, names 
renowned in American literature and scientific history: 
Edward Everett Hale (1845), Henry David Thoreau 
(1846), Thomas W. Higginson (1855), Theodore Win- 
throp (1856), Charles H. Jackson (1837), Jacob W. 
Bailey (1837), Charles H. Hitchcock (1861), Frederick 
E. Church (1877), Charles E. Hamlin (1867-87), and 
scores of other names less known, but renowned in sci­
entific circles.

Thoreau’s account of his ascent in 1846 and his jour­
neys in the Maine wilderness are classics of outdoor 
literature, a fount that has not yet gone dry.

Well known is Theodore Winthrop’s exuberant story 
of his canoe journey down the West Branch to climb 
Katahdin, and his characterization: "the best mountain in 
the wildest wild to be had on this side of the continent” . 
Frederick E. Church, a leader of America’s outstanding 
school of landscape painters, made at least four visits to 
Katahdin and was so drawn to the region that he estab­
lished a camp on the shores of Millinocket Lake. Apart 
from his better-known paintings, the Cooper Institute in 
New York City has some 42 of Church’s Katahdin 
sketches. So have the constantly increasing number of 
visitors to Katahdin echoed the approbation that these

SO M E R O C K  W O R K O N  TH E TR A IL
This is a bit of the Appalachian Trail over the boul­

ders of Hunt Spur on Mount Katahdin.
Photograph by Mark Taylor

noted personages recorded. All this renown, however, has 
served only to accentuate the wildness of the region; it is 
still as difficult to penetrate many sections as it was in
1804 .

Around the base of the Katahdin plateau flow the 
branches of the Penobscot River, long famous as wilder­
ness canoe routes. The East Branch, with its falls and 
rapids, is a gruelling test for the most skilled canoeman. 
At its headwaters, and within the proposed park limits, 
are the two Grand or Matagamon Lakes, lying under the 
beetling cliffs that form the northern limit of the Ka­
tahdin mountain area. To the south, and forming a park 
boundary, is the West Branch, a widely-known canoe 
cruise with its six repetitions of the dead-water, then the 
falls, then the stream emptying into the river, so careful­
ly noted by Thoreau, in Nesowadnehunk, Abol, Pock- 
wockamus, Debsconeag, Passangamet, and Ambejijis. 
Nesowadnehunk, or "Sowdyhunk” as the woodsman 
terms it, was "stream running between mountains” . Like­
wise, Abolj acarmeguscook, another of these tongue-twist­
ing Indian place names, meant "place where the water

F O R  O C T O B E R ,  1 9 3 7 239



laughs in coming down” , while 
Wassataquoik, reputed to be the 
wildest stream in the state, was 
"place where salmon are speared 
by torchlight” .

Nearby to the north is the 
Telos Cut, where, one hundred 
years ago, enterprising Yankee 
lumbermen connected the Alla- 
gash and East Branch waters, al­
tering an extensive drainage sys­
tem, changing the course of rivers 
and resulting in narrowly averted 
international complications. At 
Nesowadnehunk Falls occurred 
one of the picturesque epics of 
Maine’s long logging days, when 
inspired by the thrill of doing a 
"beeg t'ing” , the Indian, Big Se- 
battis Mitchell, performed the 
hitherto unaccomplished feat of 
running a bateau over these falls; 
then to meet this challenge, which 
their pride could not brook, a 
Penobscot "white” crew of four 
painfully carried their bateau 
back, to run the falls with a loss 
o f two river-drivers and the boat.
Mrs. Fannie Hardy Eckstorm, famous Maine author, tells 
this incident in The Penobscot the story of that
picturesque type, the river-driver, at his best in white wa­
ter or where danger threatened.

Katahdin is well known to mountaineering clubs in 
another connection. It is the northern terminus of the 
2030 mile Appalachian Trail, the white paint blazes of 
which lead for 266 miles through the Maine wilderness.

So much for the peak Katahdin, from which we turn 
to its satellites and the surrounding Katahdin region. 
The extent of the mountains in this area is a distinct sur­
prise to the traveler who approaches from the age-old 
West Branch route or the more recent route from Mil- 
linocket. Seen from the south, Katahdin is a huge, uni­
form, undulating rampart wall. At the summit this im­
pression vanishes. To the north two parallel ranges ex­
tend toward the level lands of the Penobscot East Branch 
Valley; o f these ranges Katahdin is merely the culminat­
ing peak. Viewed across the flat tableland, an enormous 
L-shaped range extends first west, then north, until lost 
on the horizon. "To the Indians,” Moses Greenleaf, 
Maine’s first map-maker, wrote in 1829, "this was the 
Katahdinauguoh—the cluster— of mountains about K a­
tahdin.” Between this range and Katahdin, completely en­
closed, is a high elevated spruce and fir flat, the Klondike, 
so named because o f its utter wilderness by a famous 
Penobscot Indian, Joe Francis, who ventured there to 
hunt moose. Few have traveled in the Klondike; one 
speaks of it in hushed tones with a semi-reverence.

Briefly we note the outstanding peaks of these ranges. 
Nearest, on the western arm of the Katahdinauguoh, is The

\
Owl, separated from Katahdimk 
an enormous ravine with sheer 
cliffs, the densest of scrub and a 
"pasture” of grassy vegetation 
near its summit, at so precipitous 
an angle as to seem likely to slide 
into the ravine below. Beyond 
the long crest of the densely-for­
ested Barren Mountain is O-J-I, 
whose name, lettered by slides 
on its slope, has been badly dis­
torted by the storm of September, 
1932. Beyond, across the gorge 
of Nesowadnehunk Stream, rise 
the twin cones of Doubletop, 
with its slide-seared sides. Seen 
up Nesowadnehunk Valley, 
Doubletop is a Fujiyama—a per­
fectly proportioned cone. A low 
tower on its summit, one of some 
75 in the state, bears token to the 
relentless battle that the Maine 
Forest Service wages to preserve 
its wilderness against the ravages 
of fire. |

At O-J-I, thejiL-shaped Katah­
dinauguoh turnjl sharply north. 
Next are the T$ree Brothers, a 

balanced triad of 4000-foot peaks, so conspicuous from the 
summit of Katahdin. An outlying spur, Fort Mountain, 
walls in the northern end of the Klondike. This peak, 
which owes its name to its characteristic shape as de­
scribed by Katahdin’s first explorer in ipo4, suggests a 
puzzling query. Turner wrote of it: "called by the English, 
Fort Mountain, from its shape” . Who had been there 
before Turner?

Beyond the glistening cone of Mullen this range is lost 
from view, but beyond is a host of mountains. Between the 
cliffs of Wassataquoik and Pogy Mountains lies the long 
narrow Wassataquoik Lake, the superb setting of which, 
with the nearby two South Branch Ponds, is unequalled 
in the state. Black Brook, Black Cat and South Branch 
Peaks comprise the northern end of this range as it dies 
out near the shores of Second Grand Lake. To the west 
are the picturesque Nesowadnehunk Lakes and several 
isolated forested peaks.

The second range parallels the other except for the 
latter’s westward turn. It commences with the massive 
bulk of Turner with its tableland and glacial cirque, with 
its Twin Ponds. At its southern base lies Katahdin Lake. 
The view over this lake into the open basins on the east 
side of Katahdin leaves an indelible impression—perhaps 
the finest conception of the majesty of the range. The 
culminating peak of this range is The Traveler, with its 
six bare summits and far flung spurs, walling in Pogy 
Notch, a beaver-infested flat suggesting the Klondike. 
The Traveler owes its name to the fact that to voyageurs 
down the East Branch, it seemed as if  the mountain 
"traveled” with them. North from The Traveler is the

KATAHDIN FALLS
Lakes and streams abounding in fish and rich 

in natural beauty are found in the Ka­
tahdin country. Photograph by Saw- 

telle, courtesy of the Appala­
chian Trail Conference
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group of cone-shaped glistening rhyolite peaks which, 
as he emerged in 1857 from the forest over the dark 
waters of Grand Lake, had so impressed Thoreau. From 

Polis” , his Indian guide, Thoreau's questing mind 
gathered the erroneous information that the Indians knew 
these as the Neriumskeechticook or “ Deadwater” Moun­
tains.

So much for the myriad mountains, lakes and streams 
of the Katahdin country, intriguing the mountaineer, 
hiker, camper and canoeist. Its ponds and lakes— many 
beaver-formed— teem with brook trout. In the larger 
lakes are the ‘lakers'*. South Branch Ponds— demand­
ing perfection in fishing technique—have landlocked 
salmon. Nesowadnehunk Stream is a famous dry-fly 
locality.

The Katahdin region has been a game preserve for 
some fifteen years. The meeting, even on the approach 
trails, of the black bears, which feed on the blueberries, 
is a common experience. Moose, deer, beavers and smaller 
mammals are numerous. Formerly caribou herds roamed 
the tableland, leaving the faint trails through the scrub 
that survived the “migration” of the caribou from 
Maine. This animal was last seen and photographed at 
Katahdin in 1905 by Roland B. Dixon, Sinclair Kennedy 
and Arthur W. Stevens. What caused the caribou to leave 
Katahdin is an unanswered question. Under federal own­
ership of this region, the caribou might be brought back.

The future of this unparalleled region without the safe­

guard of adequate supervision, properly planned develop­
ment and facilities for those lured there by its fame, 
has been a matter of grave concern to those who know 
the land. These problems have come close to, and in 
the future, unless a laissez-faire policy ends, inevitably 
will produce, irreparable injury. This must not occur.

The first forward step came in 1931 when Perdval P. 
Baxter, long sponsor of a movement to make Katahdin 
publicly-owned, gave to the State, in 1931 and 1933, a 
strip of some nine square miles, comprising the top of 
the mountain. This is the present Baxter State Park. 
Subsequently, with the creation of other National Parks 
in the East, there has developed a realization that Katah­
din is only the culminating point of an unparalleled 
region. Ex-Governor Baxter has indicated the way. But the 
mountain top is not enough nor is the ownership of the 
mountain by the state alone a solution of the difficulty. 
An area of National Park standards is here and should 
be preserved. The problems require the facilities of ad­
ministration peculiarly developed and maintained by the 
National Park Service. These problems and their manifest 
solution have been fully realized by Congressman Brew­
ster, who has come to know the region well since his first 
climb of Katahdin in 1925, while Governor of Maine. 
The proposal to make the Katahdin region, the outstand­
ing region o f the East, a National Park, should command 
the support of all those who wish the heritage of |he 
American people to remain undiminished. \

Things to Think About
Although it looked dark for a time, in the closing 

hours of the recent session of Congress money was ap­
propriated for the acquisition of 7200 acres of sugar 
pines for addition to Yosemite National Park. (Nature 
Magazine, September, 1937, P. 167.) This acquisition, 
previously authorized by Congress, was to have been 
made from unused funds earlier appropriated. It was 
found that these funds were not available for land ac­
quisition, so the appropriation was included in the third 
deficiency bill. The item was eliminated in the House 
through the action of Mr. Englebright of California, 
but was restored to the bill in the Senate, in which 
restoration the House finally concurred.

• • i
It is with regret that we record the failure o f an ap­

propriation by Congress that would have completed the 
purchase of the remaining area designated for inclusion 
in Smoky Mountain National Park. This Park is still in 
what is known as “proposed" status, and if  ever an area 
merited being placed on an official basis this does. Super­
intendent J. Ross Eakin has done an outstanding job of 
organization in the face of difficulties, and with a skele­
ton staff has handled an amazing number of visitors, un­
doubtedly to total more than 700,000 this year. The pop­
ularity of this glorious region is still growing and addi­

tional facilities in the way of permanent camp grounds 
and the like are vitally needed.

• • •
The last Congress approved a measure to provide ap­

proximately $3,000,000 to assist the States in setting up 
"wildlife restoration projects.” Under terms of the bill, 
the Government will set aside an amount equal to the reve­
nue accruing from the tax on firearms and shells, this 
fund to be known as “The Federal aid to wildlife restora­
tion fund.” The bill further provides that State Game 
and Fish Commissions desiring to avail themselves of 
the benefits o f the act will submit to the Secretary of 
Agriculture details of wildlife restoration projects pro­
posed. If these plans are approved, the Treasury will ear­
mark funds, such amount not to exceed 75 per cent of 
the total estimated cost, as the Government’s share in the 
project. I f  projects thus completed are found not to be 
properly maintained by the State, the Secretary of Agri­
culture has power to refuse further aid until the project 
is put in proper condition of maintenance. It is difficult 
to see how our wildlife is going to benefit materially 
from this device any more than it does from the duck 
stamp. It is just another case of placing a benediction 
on killing because the use of arms and ammunition pro­
duces a small amount for restoration. If, in this vicious
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r  h r ,  D em urey -

I  th in k  you p i l l  be in t e r e s t e d  in  t h e  t\~ o  
c l ip p in g s  \? h ic h  I  e n c l o s e  y o u , one o f  November 3 rd  
and ny s n s r e r  o f  November 8 t h ,  I  r e n t  you t o  have
-those f o r  your r e c o r d s  and the c l ip p in g s  e x p la in  
theme e lv e s  .

I  vent to  th a n k  you. and £3s, C o l l i n s  f o r  th e
k in d .-a tte n t io n  you gave me on Ely r e c e n t  v i s i t  to  r s s h ­
in  g t  on end I  am mush encouraged b y  v h a t you sr-ici a b o u t  
th e  rep o rt; you p la n  to  make t o  the C o n g re ss  io n  l  Com­
m itte e #

If I am s ny judge of iiu. se n tim e n t of the peo­
ple of Lie-in o, I  unhesitatingly state th a t  trie Brers-  
t a r  proposition has fa.-; if any friends. ISy denial of 
l.ov# S t h  is being p u b lis h e d  in th e  le a d in g -  papers 
throughout the State.

Sincerely,.

T o -
H on, A . E ,  Bona ra y  
D ir e c t o r  o f  N a tio n a l P a rks  

: Departm ent o f  th e  I n t e r io r  
Dash in g t o n .

£10LOSDEES



U N IT E D  STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

W a s h in g t o n

Hon. P e rc iv a l P. B ax ter,
P o r tla n d ,

Maine.

Dear Mr. B axter:

I t  -was v e ry  good o f you to  send th e  two news c lip p in g s  from 
th e  P o rtla n d  P ress  H erald  w ith  your l e t t e r  of November 8 . They 
a r e  im portan t to  our reco rd  o f th e  Mount K atahdin N a tio n a l Park 
p ro p o sa l.

Tour re c e n t v i s i t  i n  W ashington was something o f v e ry  r e a l  
p le a s u re  to  everyone h e re  who was enabled to  make your acquain tance 
I  hope you w i l l  r e tu rn  to  see  us whenever you c an . The p a r t ic u la r  
purposes you have in  mind to  serve  through your p la n s  f o r  th e  Mount 
K atahdin a re a  w i l l  be f u l l y  re sp ec te d  by th e  N a tio n a l Park S e rv ice . 
We have th e  h ig h e s t reg a rd  fo r  th e  id e a ls  which have prompted you 
th roughou t your many y e a rs  o f e f f o r t  on b e h a lf  o f  th e  Katahdin area, 
and I  b e lie v e  you w i l l  f in d  us in c re a s in g ly  w orthy o f  confidence as  
we become b e t t e r  acq u a in ted .

S in c e re ly  you rs,



Portland, inline, Dec* 2, 1937

To th e  E d itor -

Th3 en c lo sed  t e l l s  i t s  own s t o r y .  W ill you p le a s e  g iv e  t h i s  
as f a v o r a b l e  a lo c a t io n  in  F r i d a y  morning*s p aper, December 3rd , 
as you th in k  i t  d e se r v e s  *

P lea se  p u b lish  as a s to r y , ju s t  as i t  i s  w r it t e n .  I  want Maine 
p eop le  to  know, what I  have in mind* _

PERCIVAL P. BAXTER.

HOLD FOR RELEASE FOR FRIDAY MORNIRQ, DECEMBER 5 , 1 9 3 7 .

1 8 ,0 00 ACRES BEAR MTL KATAHDIN - TO BE ADDED TO BAXTER STATE PARK.

A la r g e  area  o f  about 1 8 ,0 0 0  acres o f  w ild  f o r e s t  land north  o f  

l i t . Katahdin in  P isc a ta o u is  County has 'ju s t  been acquired  by former 

Governor P e r c iv a l p„ B a x ter . On b ein g  in t  erv iew ^ M r. B axter s ta te d  

th a t  he purchased th e  land  fo r  th e  purpose o f d o n a tin g  i t  in t r u s t  to  

th e  s t a t e  o f Maine to  ca r ry  out h is  p lan  s ta r te d  many years ago to  

p rese rv e  fo r  and g iv e  to  th e  S ta te  an e x te n s iv e  area o f  w ild , un­

s p o ile d  f o r e s t  land to  be h e ld  fo r e v e r  fo r  th e  b e n e f i t  o f  fu tu re  gen­

e r a t io n s  o f  Maine p e o p l e T h is area when added to  thei p resen t B axter  

S ta te  Park w i l l  g iv e  t o  the S ta te  a park^of 24,OOQ a c r e s ,  or more than  

37 square m i le s .

T his r e c e n t a c q u is i t io n  i s  rough, p ic tu resq u e  mountain country  

and w ith in  i t s  borders are la k e s ,  ponds and stream s; th ere  i s  no 

w ild e r  r^erion in  th e e n t ir e  s t a t e .  When th e  g i f t  i s  ms^e i t  w i l l  be 

on th e  ex p ress  c o n d it io n  th a t i t  fo r e v e r  s h a l l  be used fo r  S ta te  fo r ­

e s t ,  p u o lic  park and r e c r e a t io n a l  p u rp oses, th a t i t  sb ^ ll fo rev er  be 

a sa n ctu a ry  fo r  w ild  b e a s ts  and b ird s and s h a l l  fo r ev er  remain in i t s  

p resen t p r im it iv e  s t a t e .  These are th e  same c o n d it io n s  p laced  in th e  

deed  o f  Mt. Katahdin th a t Mr. Baxter gave to  Maine a few years ago . 

This, new a re a , i t  i s  s ta te d  by. th e  former .Governor, does not com plete  

h is  p lans fo r  he has in  view ex ten d in g  th e p resen t B axter S ta te  Park 

to  even la r g e r  areas by th e  purchase o f  a d d it io n a l  land* He a ls o  

sa id  th a t buying tim ber land is  not a sim ple m atter fo r  one must buy 

when i t  i s  a v a ila b le  and la t e r  on purchase the co n n ectin g  l in k s  when 

i t  i s  p o s s ib le  to  do s o .  He n e g o tia te d  fo r  s e v e r a l years fo r  the



- m2 —

1 8 ,0 0 0  se r e s  ju s t  acqu ired  by him .

V/hen asked about th e s o - c a l l e d  N a tio n a l Park B i l l  th a t  seeks  

t o  have th e  S ta te  break th e Trust i t  made in  1933 when i t  accepted  

th e  g i f t  o f  th e  m ountain, Mr * B arter  s a id  th a t th e  b i l l  w&s an o u t­

ra g e o u s , f a n t a s t i c  a f f a ir  intended  to  undo what he, had done for th e  

s t a t e  *nd th a t  i t s  purpose i s  to  m is lea d  th e  p eop le o f  Maine in to  

b e l ie v in g  th a t th e b i l l  w i l l  c r e a te  a g re a t n a t io n a l  Park here i f  

th e  s t a t e  w i l l  on ly  break th e solem n prom ise th a t  i t  made to  keep  

Mt. K °t°hdin  fo r ev er  as a S ta te  Park. The b i l l  re fer red  to  provided  

th a t  when about 300 ,000  a cres  ov»e donated  to  the S ta te  by persons 

unknown, and when th e  S ta te  in turn s h a l l  have donated th ese  3 0 0 ,0 0 0  

a cr es  to  the United St*= te* ,' then i f  a l l  t h i s  ha opens w ith in  top  

y ears th e  b i l l  becomes e f f e c t i v e .

Mr. B axter s ta te d  th a t never fo r  a moment does he b e lie v e  th a t
e v e r ' w \*-* c ' < .

M a in e ^ i l l  break i t s  Trust cr ea te d  by an Act o f  th e  L e g is la tu r e ,  

Chapter 3 , 1933 , and th a t he i s  ^oing ahead w ith  h is  p la n s , He 

h as heard from a l l  s e c t io n s  o f  Maine and c o u n t le s s  p eo p le  have ex ­

p ressed  th e ir  in d ig n a tio n  th a t any man should  in trod u ce  sqph a 

b i l l  as the one re ferred  t o .  Moreover he s a id  ”th e  men who d i ­

r e c t  th e R a tio n a l Park S erv ice  in W ashington are men o f long range 

v i s i o n ,  u n in flu en ced  by s e l f i s h  or p o l i t ic a l ,m o t iv e s  and they can 

be depended upon in  every way to  do what i s  f a i r  and r ig h t ,  I am 

c o n fid e n t th ey  w i l l  never countenance *-he break ing  o f  the Trust 

and a ls o  have reason to  b e l ie v e  they  lo o k  k in d ly  upon what I have 

done and hope to  do fo r  Mc i n e . M

A fter  t h i s  N a tio n a l Park B i l l  has been c lea r ed  away the former 

Governor p lan s to ?o t o  Katahdin and su rvey  th e land he has ju s t  

a cq u ired , and th en  in  due time tr a n s fe r , i t  to  th e  people o f Maine 

in  Trust fo r e v e r .  Meanwhile sh ou ld  a n yth in g  u n foreseen  happen to  

him he has made p r o v is io n  th a t  h is  p lans be c a r r ie d  ou t, A ll he 

a sk s i s  that, Maine p eop le co n tin u e  to  have co n fid en ce  in him.

■4 ' ■ ' "



December t i l le d  
1 9 3 7

E o n . JU E .  Dess&r&y 

D ir e c t o r  n a t io n a l  P a r k  S e r v ic e  

Departm ent o f  the  I n t e r i o r  

W&shingtO: » D .G .

D ear H r .  D e n a rsy  -

. To u r l e t t e r  o f  the November 2 0 th  means a g r e a t  d e a l t o  
me end I  th a n k  you f o r  s h a t  you s a y  ab o u t my r e c e n t  v i s  i t  to  Wash­
in g t o n .  I t  does me good to knes' men l i k e  y o u r s e l f ,  la? . C o l l i n s  
and H r4 B a l la r d ,  f o r  you  are u n s e l f i s h ly  and a b ly  c a r r y i n g  on in  
th e  f  ine  s p i r i t  o f th e  l a t e  S te p h e n  T .  M ather, th o s e  memory, I  ean  
se e  you a l l  r e v e r e .  Some time X m ust come to  W a sh in gto n  a g a in  f o r  
I ,  t o o , en jo yed  my a l l  to o  b r i e f  c a l l  upon y o u .

Perhaps you v i l l  remember th a t  X spoke o f  th e  tim e and  
p a t ie n c e  re q u ire d  t o  a c q u ir e  f o r e s t  lan d  in  Maine and o f  my e f f o r t s  
t o  exten d  th e  S ta te  P ark*  The e n c lo s e d  c l i p p i n g ,  ^ u st p u b lis h e d  
in ' th e  Maine p a p e rs , s i l l  show you th a t  my e f f o r t s  have n o t been i n  
v a i n ,  T h is  lan d  l i e s  s i x  m ile s  n o rth  o f  S h ta h d in  and i f  what i s  
to ld , mo I s  tru e  th e  a r e a  c o n ta in s  w it h in  I t s  b o rd e rs  a b o u t the  
r o u g h e s t ,  w ild e s t  la n d  i n  our S t a t e ,  I .h o p e  you r i l l  be p le a s e d  
t h a t  I  am m aking p r o g r e s s ; th e re  i s  s t i l l  more f o r  me to  d o .

In  a  few d a y s ,  December 8t h ,  I  le a v e  f o r  s e v e r a l  weeks 
r e s t  a b ro a d , n a t u r a l ly  X hope t h a t  th e  B i l l  H .E ,  €599 w i l l  fee d e f ­
i n i t e l y  k i l l e d  I n  th e  com m ittee* I t  w ould g r e a t ly  d i s t r e s s  me t o  
fee o b lig e d  to  appear b e fo re  a C o n g r e s s io n a l Comm ittee p le a d in g  th a t  
th e  g i f t  I  made in  T r u s t  to  Maine fee re sp e c te d  by th e  n a t io n a l  Gov­
e rn m e n t. M oreover, th e  anim us b e h in d  th e  B i l l  i s  n o t p le a s a n t j .  i t  
i s  d i s t i n c t l y  p e r s o n a l,  s e l f i s h  end p o l i t i c a l ,  w h ile  on my p a r t  X 
s e e k  o n ly  to  remin a  p r iv a t e  e i t i z e n ,  d o in g  so m e th in g  o f  l a s t i n g  
b e n e f i t  to  my S t a t e ,  and the K a ta h d in  c o u n tr y  i s  my one- g r e a t  I n ­
t e r e s t .

X am c o n f id e n t  th a t  you and y o u r a s s is t a n t s  w i l l  v iew  
t h i s  m a tte r from  h ig h  g ro u n d . X r e s p e c t  you and hope t o  know you  
m ore In t im a t e ly  in  th e  y e a rs  to  come*

S in c e r e ly ,  ' wqs eiOU



J

D ecem b er 
t h ir d  
1 9  3 7

H on, H a ro ld  L .  la k e s  
#

S e c r e t a r y  o f  th e  In t e r io r  

W ashington, 1>, C ,

My d e a r S e c r e t a r y  -

She e n c lo se d  c l ip p in g  t e l l e  i t s  own s t o r y  and  

sh o re  w hat we a r e  d o in g  h e re  in  Maine to  e s t a b l i s h  a 

s u it a b le  S t a t e  P a r k ,

House B i l l  6599 i s  now under c o n s id e r a t io n  b y  

yo u r n a t io n a l  P a rk  S e r v ic e  and I  hope t h a t  th e  b i l l  r e ­

f e r r e d  t o  r i l l  not b e  recommended f o r  p a s s a g e .

■ In my o p in io n  most Maine p e o p le  p r e fe r  to  have  

th e  K & ta M ln  r e g io n  r e t a in e d  b y th e  S t a t e  . r a t h e r  than  

t o  have i t  su rre n d e re d  to th e  F e d e r a l  Government*

W ith k in d  r e g a r d s ,

V e ry  t r u l y  y o u rs

ENCLOSURE



December 
e ig h t h  
X 9 3 7

B e a r E r .  Bezaaray -  ■ y

X. th o u ght you w ould l i k e  to  be in ­

form ed as to  p u b lic  e-entiment h e re  in  Maine i s  con­

n e c t io n  w ith  our S t a t e  P a rk  and t h e  proposed P ark  

u n d e r H .ll*  8599.,

B a s lo se d  X send you th re e  c l ip p in g s  

fro m  th e  p r in c ip a l  newspapers o f  o u r S t a t e .  X t h in k  

you w i l l  a g re e  w ith  me th a t  th e se  a r e  s i g n i f i c a n t .  

F i l l  you p le a s e  r e t a in  th e se  i n  y o u r f i l e s  fo r  r e f ­

e re n c e  in  th e  f u t u r e  i f  need be* V

W ith my k in d  r e g a r d s  f o r  th e  -C hristm as  

S e a so n  t o  you and yo ur a s s o c ia t e s .

S in c e r e ly ,  .

3?o-

E o n , A . E .  Dem&ray 
A c t in g  D ir e c t o r  
n a t io n a l P a rk s  
W ashington  
D .G .

EEC Las USB



^ 3 U N IT E D  S T A T E S

D E P A R T M E N T  O F  T H E  I N T E R I O R  

O FFIC E O F  T H E SECRETARY 

WASHINGTON

*

Hon* Percival P. Baxter,

Portland, Maine*

My dear Mr. Baxter:

I  have received fo r  re p ly  your le tte r  of December 3 to 
Secretary Ickes, transm itting the December 3 Portland Herald 
account of your recent purchase of some 18,000 acres of land 
fo r park purposes, and conveying your hope that th is  Department 
w il l  not recommend the b i l l ,  H. B. 6599, fo r passage*

For the express purpose of avoiding hasty or ill-a d v is e d  
action, the b i l l  i s  being held in  abeyance by the Committee an 
Public Lands of the House of Bepresentatives pending completion 
of ca re fu l studies by th is  Department of i t s  various provisions*
I t  i s ,  of course, impossible for me to forecast the substance of 
the report of the Secretary to the Public Lands Committee. I  can 
say d e fin ite ly , however, that i t  w i l l  be prepared with f u l l  knowl­
edge and appreciation of your attitude toward the Mount Katahdln 
National Park proposal.

Sincerely  yours,

V
V



/
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U N I T E D  S T A T E S

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Washington

December 15 , 1937,

Mr, Robert S te r l in g  Yard,
P re s id e n t, W ilderness S o c ie ty ,

1840 Mintwood P la c e ,
W ashington, D, C,

%  dear Mr, Yard:

I  have your l e t t e r  o f  November 30 , add ressed  to  
Mr, Jennings and making f u r th e r  re fe re n c e  to  boundaries  o f  
th e  proposed Mount K atahdin N a tio n a l P a rk ,

Pa accordance w ith  your re q u e s t ,  th e re  i s  tra n s m itte d  
herew ith  a map upon which have been p lo t te d  th e  boundary l in e s  
described  i n  th e  two B rew ster b i l l s .  Due to  m istakes, i n  th e  
b i l l s  a s  p r in te d ,  th e re  i s  eo n fu s io n  in  th e  l in e  a t  th e  n o r th ­
w est co m er o f  th e  a re a  d e sc r ib e d . T h is h as been  c a l le d  to  
Congressman B re w s te r 's  a t t e n t io n  and i t  i s  p robab le  t h a t  he 1 
w i l l  d e s ire  to  r e c t i f y  th e  e r r o r  l e g i s l a t i v e l y ,  I  b e lie v e  
th e  thought was to  ta k e  i n  a l l  o f  Township 6 , Range 10 ,



U N I T E D  S T A T E S
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
Washington #

December 21, 1937

/

Hon. P e rciva l P. Baxter,

P o rtla n d , Maine.

My d e a r Mr* B axter:

lo u r very interesting le tte rs  of December 3 and December 8, bear­
ing on Katahdin matters, have been received, together with the news­
paper clipp ings which you attached fo r our information.

Tour recent acquisition  of additional acreage in  the Katahdin region  
fo r state park purposes i s ,  of course, a matter of great in te re st to th is  
Service* We n a tu ra lly  assume that your action i s  s ig n if ic a n t  of a plan to  
purchase considerably more property, at le a st in  the d is t r ic t  between Bax­
te r  State Park and the land ju st  acquired.

As a re su lt of the f ie ld  investigation  made by th is  Service la s t  
summer, we are preparing, as a part of our report to Congress, a sug­
gested long range vise plan fo r  the area i f  i t  were to be administered 
as a part of the national park system. Th is plan i s  being drawn along 
wilderness lin e s  and admits only the minimum development e sse n tia l to 
proper protection and public use by other than motorized means.

I  believe you voiced the thought during your recent v i s i t  in  Wash­
ington, that you and th is  Service seem to have ju st about the same ideas 
in  mind. Would i t  not be w ell fo r you to go over our plans in  order that 
you might have the benefit of any ideas of value suggested by them?

L et me convey th e  good w ishes o f th e  N a tio n a l Park S e rv ic e  f o r  a  
p le a s a n t and r e s t f u l  h o lid a y  season  ab road .

Sincerely yours,



COUNCIL O F F IC E R S
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! DOROTHY SACHS JACKSON
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ALDO LEOPOLD 
V WISCONSIN

BENTON MACKAYE
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GEORGE MARSHALL 
NEW YORK

ROBERT MARSHALL
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

OLAUS MURIE 
WYOMING

ERNEST OBERHOLTZER 
MINNESOTA

R O BE RT STERLING YARD 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

THE WILDERNESS SOCIETY
1 8 4 0  MINTWOOD PLA C E

ROBERT STERLING YARD
PRESIDENT
PERMANENT SECRETARY

BENTON MACKAYE 
VICE PRESIDENT

W ASHINGTON, D. C. HAROLD C. ANDERSON 
TREASURER

December 21. 1937

Honorable P erciva l P. Baxter 
Portland, Maine

Bear Mr. Baxter:

I enclose you, fo r  your exam ination, the o f f i c ia l  map 
of the 'Katahdin N ational Park as f in a l ly  planned by 
the Park Service, I t came at my th ird  request. I 
knew they would y ie ld  to p e r s is te n c e . I f  you want a 
copy you can have one (or  more) made in  your o f f ic e .
The b a sic  map was got in  Maine. Then return the 
o r ig in a l to  me fo r  use h ere .

I a lso  send you copies o f le t t e r s  exchanged between 
Walter D. G-reen, Presid.ent o f the Maine T ra il Club, 
and m yself. The letterh ead  o f the T ra il Club shows 
only one o f f ic e r  who l iv e s  in  Maine the year around.
The President confesses l iv in g  h a lf  the year in  
New York C ity, where h is  home, I hear, i s  the Players  
Club. The actu al executive i s ,  o f course, Myron 
Avery, who liv e s  here. The Club's o f f ic e  i s the o f f ic e  
of the American Planning and C ivic Society/w hich  ha3 
been the y es-yes organization  to the N ational Parks ^
A ssoc ia tion  for  the twenty years I have been in %
Washington. It pays, I understand, part of the 
jo in t o f f ic e  expenses.

I am informed that the f i r s t  suggestion  in  print o f  
a Eatahdin National Park was made in  the American 
Planning and C ivic*s q u arterly . In i t s  Annual fo r  
1937 appears an a r t ic le  booming the p ro ject by "Myron 
H. Avery, Lubec, Maine," but Mr. Avery does not always 
sign  h im se lf from Maine. He has liv e d  in  Washington 
fo r  a good many years and i s  the p resid en t of the 
Potomac Appalachian T rail A ssoc ia tion .

When the National Park Service took over that part 
of- the B ue Ridge which has become Shenandoah N ational 
Park, including the Appalachian T ra il, Cammerer sought 
to calm the outcry by promise o f a f in e  paved t r a i l  
p a r a lle lin g  the skyline drive. I t  was Avery who



Honorable P erciva l P. Baxter 
Page Two
December 21, 1937

calmed the row, swinging h i 3 t r a i l  club to acceptance 
of the sidewalk t r a i l ;  but many resign ed .

This was the beginning of the cooperation between 
Avery and the Park S erv ice .

S in cerely

R3Y:P
Enclosure s

V



.Feb ru ary  
t re n  t y - e i  ~hth 
1 9 Z B

B e a r Mr, Demaray -

On Eiy r e t u r n  from  a b ro a d  I  f in d  yo u r l e t t e r  
o f  December t w e n t y - f i r s t  and am .3 le d  t o  know that, you  
a re  p ie s s e d  w ith  my re c e n t a c q u is i t io n  o f  e ig h te e n  fchou- 
sand a c re s  t o  be added to the p re s e n t  S t a t e  Park in  th e  
fCatshd in  r e g io n .

F o r  yo u r in fo rm a tio n  I  s a y  c o n f id e n t ia l ly  th a t  
I  am h o p in g  to  o b ta in  even, more la n d  and a sk  o n ly  th a t  
th e  R a t io n a l  P a rk  S e r v ic e  - le a v e  t h i s  m a tte r to me. Tim e  
s e t t l e s  many problem s end you r i l l  se e  from  what I  a lr e a d y  
have done th a t  I  cm m aking s u b s t a n t ia l  headway.

I t  was ay  hope th a t  when you  h e a rd  o f  my m ost 
r e c e n t  a c q u is i t io n  th a t  you would co n c lu d e  n o t to p re s s  
th e  K a ts h d in  b i l l ,  b u t  I  s t i l l  se e  t h a t  you a re  in t e r e s t e d  
and c o n fe s s  I  a n  d is a p p o in t e d . How ever, i f  and when I  
cone to  W ashington a g a in  I  s h a l l  c e r t a i n l y  c a l l  upon you  
f o r  I  en jo yed  my l a s t  v i s i t  w ith  yo u  and yo u r a s s o c ia t e s .

W1  t h  k  in  d r e g a r d s .

T o*

Hon* A . E .  Demarsy
A e t in g  D ir e c t o r  r a t io n a l  P ark  S e r v ic e  
Departm ent o f  th e  I n t e r io r  
W ashington  
D .G ,



O F F IC E R SC o u n cil

HAROLD C. ANDERSON
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

L, A. BARRETT 
CALIFORNIA

HARVEY BROOME 
TENNESSEE

IRVING M. CLARK 
WASHINGTON

BERNARD FRANK 
TENNESSEE

THE WILDERNESS SOCIETY
1840  MINTW OOD PLACE 

W ASHINGTON, D. C.

M arch 1 8 , 1938

ROBERT STERLING YARD 
PRESIDENT
PERMANENT SECRETARY

BENTON MACKAYE 
VICE PRESIDENT

HAROLD C. ANDERSON 
TREASURER

DOROTHY SACHS JACKSON
MARYLAND

ALDO LEOPOLD 
WISCONSIN

BENTON MACKAYE 
MASSACHUSETTS

GEORGE MARSHALL 
NEW YORK

H o n o rab le  P e r c iv a l  P . B a x te r  
P o r t la n d ,  M aine

ROBERT MARSHALL
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

OLAUS MUR1E 
WYOMING

ERNEST OBEftHOLTZER 
MINNESOTA

ROBERT STERLING YARD 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

D ear Mr. B a x te r :

I  am g la d  you w rote to  th e  S t a r .  I t  i s  b e t t e r  th a t  way. 
I  s h a l l  watch c a r e f u l l y  and send you a n y th in g  th a t  may 
a p p e a r. .

T h e r e ’ s no news about the  h i l l .  Or r a t h e r ,  t h a t  i s  what 
th e y  t e l l  me a t  th e  P a rk  S e r v ic e ;  a ls o  a t  B re w s te r ’ s 
o f f i c e .  I ’ l l  g e t  someone e ls e  to  a s k  b e fo re  lo n g .

T h e ir  game, I  su p p o se , w i l l  be to  p a s s  i t  w ith o u t a h e a r in g .  
I t  then  w i l l  become a ’’re q u e st  o f  C o n g re s s” to  M aine, and 
w i l l  se rv e  a s  a t e x t  f o r  y e a r s  o f  prom otion  i n  Maine by 
th e  P a rk  S e r v ic e  and i t s  g ro u p . The b ig  money to  be sp e n t  
in t o  the S t a t e  by th e  P a rk  S e r v ic e  and b ro u gh t in t o  
S t a t e  b u s in e s s  by m o to rs from  o th e r  s t a t e s  w i l l  be harped  
upon y e a r  a f t e r  y e a r ,  w ith  th e  e x p e c ta t io n  t h a t  l o c a l  
p o l i t i c i a n s  o r  c a n d id a te s  f o r  C o n g re ss  w i l l  ta k e  i t  up 
i n  t h e i r  own i n t e r e s t .  S u c c e s s iv e  G overno rs and members 
o f  th e  L e g i s l a t i v e  w i l l  be under c o n s ta n t  s o l i c i t a t i o n .
Men and women o f S t a t e  im p o rtan ce  w i l l  be g o t in  tim e  
to  advocate  an a p p r o p r ia t io n  to buy th e  la n d . A news­
p a p e r h e re  and th e re  w i l l  he won o v e r . And some day th e  
L e g i s l a t i v e  w i l l  make the gam ble.

The P a rk  S e r v ic e  h a s  been v e ry  s u c c e s s f u l  w ith  t h i s  game. 
I t  knows i t  th ro u gh  and th ro u g h . I t  was v e ry  shrewd i n  
g e t t in g  the Avery t r a i l  o r g a n iz a t io n  to sponse the  
M aine le a d e r s h ip .

T h e re ’ s ju s t  one way to  stop t h i s  a b s o lu t e ly .  Th at i s  
to  stop p a ssa ge  o f  th e  B re w ste r a c t  i n  C o n g re ss . That 
can  o n ly  be stopped i n  M aine.

S in c e r e ly
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■ p m r  Mr* Demarny •

X se n t you  e s t e e p -per a r t i c l e  pub lish ed  A p r i l  
tw o is ty -fo a rth  l a s t  i n  Ealne*s ® l y  Sunday paper and J  hops 
you bave he- t i e s  t o  read i t *

. 1  r e s e l l  my In te rv iew  r i tfc  you l a s t  Autursn when 
you ep o k e ' ap p ro v in g ly  of what I  have done -for te in e  feed o f  
what Z p la n  to  so* S ince t t m n  % 'have purchased s i x t e e n  
thousand  a c re s  a d d i t io n s !  s o a r  •SAtehdiB end . th e se  e- i l l  h o
f ie e S e d , t o ' t h e  s t a t e  t o  b e c o m e  a  p a r t  O f  B a n t e r  S t a t e  i t e r k *  
M o r e o v e r ,  1  a n n o e ?  n e g e t i f t i u r ,  f o r  e ? c o  :m o re  l e a d  r a d  a l l  
.1  a s k  i e  t h a t  t h i s  c u t te r  qo l e f t  t o  m e  f o r  X am  t h e  o n e  
p e r s o n  wh© ' t e e  e v e r  g i v e n  a n y  f o r e s t  l a n d  t o  i s  i n s  a m  tsj 
o n e  ip * e d t  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  i s  t o  d o n a t e  a  l a r g e  . f o r e s t  a r e a  
t o  t h e  S t a t e  f o r  t h e  b e ts  o f  i t -  o f  f u t u r e  g e n e r a t i o n s *  m.im  
C a n  a n d  w i l l  h a n d l e  t h i s  t r e s  i n  a  m a n n e r  s a t i s f a c t o r y  t o  
o u r  p e o p l e *  . . . . . .

In  view o f  t h a t  you te-ve s a id  to  me find a l s o  in  
view o f  th e  broad-minded a t t i t u d e  o f  your Department* X 
Cannot b e lie v e  that- you d e s i r e  to  e n te r  in to  a lo n g  and 
perhaps h i t t e r  con tro v ersy *  M aine p eop le  w i l l  not b re a k  ' 
th e i r ,  t r u s t ,  and on the  rem ote chance o f  th e i r  ever d o ing  
so,: a f t e r  e p ro tra c te d  anti c o s t l y  c o n te s t  th e  m ountain 
would r e v e r t  t o  me in  fee o p in io n  o f  some ©f our m ost r e -  
epee te d  Judges end lawyer**

I  h o p e  t h a t  your r e p o r t  t o  t h e  C o n g r e s s  i o n s !  Com­
m i t t e e  w i l l  re co se se n d  t h a t . n o  a c t i o n  b e  t a k e n  m  t h e  pend­
in g  b l U *

V ery t r u l y  y o u r e ,

(S ig n e d )  PERCIVAL P. BAXTER

H on* A* L* P e r n r e y  
A c t i n g  D i r e c t o r  
S tetioncl fferk S e rv ice  
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  t h e  i n t o  r i t e  
W a s h in g to n  
B.C* .



H T . KATAHD1K.

N o . o f  B i l l  I s  6 5 9 9 . H U  v

T h e  p r e s e n t  S t a t e  P a r k  i s  6 0 0 0  a c r e s  w h ic h  i n c l u d e  a  U n s p e c ­

t a c u l a r  p a r t s  o f  H t*  K a t a h d i n * .

G iv e n  1 9 3 3  t o  S t a t e  o f  M a in e  b y  D eed  f r o m  P e r c i v a l  P .  B a x t e r  

Bt o  b e  f o r e v e r  h e l d  b y  s a i d  S t a t e  i n  T r u s t  f o r  t h e  P e o p le  o f  M a in e  

f o r  S t a t e  P e r k ,  F o r e s t  a n d  R e c r e a t i o n a l  p u r p o s e s 11,  T h e  c o n d i ­

t i o n s  o f  t h e  D e e d  a l s o  a r e  " th a tM b h e  l a n d  c o n v e y e d  f o r e v e r  s h a l l  b e  

k e p t  i n  i t s  n a t u r a l  w ild  s t a t e ,  f o r e v e r  b e  a  s a n c t u a r y  f o r  w i l d
‘ < I

b e a s ts  a n d  b i r d s  and no r o a d s  o r  w a y s  f o r  m otor v e h ic le s  s h ^ l l  ever 

be c o n s tru c te d  th e re in  o r  th e re o n * , page 4 6 0 -L e g ia la tlv e  Act 
L aw s o f  M a in e  1 9 3 3 ,  C h a p t e r  5 ,  sig n ed  b y  G o v e r n o r  Brann, i n c o r ­

p o ra ted  e l l  th e  above c o n d itio n s  i n  th e  Act o r  A ccep tance, Gov-
’ • m *

o r  n o r  B a x t e r  w o rk e d  f o r  2 6  y e a r s  t o  s e c u r e  t h e  m o u n ta in  f o r  M a in e .

A TitUoT IS  BACKED; c a n n o t  b e  b r o k e n t t h e  f a i t h  o f  t h e  S t a t e  

o f  M a in e  i s  p l e d g e d  a lw a y s  t o  k e e p  t h i s  a a  S t a t e  P r o p e r t y .  T h e  

U . s .  G o v e r n m e n t  c a n n o t  t a k e  t h e  p r o p e r t y  o f  a  S o v e r e i g n  S t a t e  w i t h ­

o u t  t h e  c o n s e n t  o f  t h e  S t a t e  b y  a  L e g i s l a t i v e  A c t .  i l l  o u r  s t a t e  

b r e a k  i t s  s o le m n  c o v e n a n t  ?

T o  h a v e  a  N a t i o n a l  P a r k  m e a n s  ? g r e a t  l o g  c a b i n  h o t e l s ^  

( B r e w s t e r ’ s  own w o r d s ) ,  t r a i l e r  c a m p s ,  h o t  d o g  s t a n d s ,  g r e a t  

s i g n s ,  j a s z ,  c o n f u s i o n ,  a i r - p l a n e s ,  a u t o m o b i l e s .

M a in e  i s  b o t h  s p i r i t u a l l y  a n d  f i n a n c i a l l y  a b l e  t o  c a r e  f o r  

t h i s  a r e a  a n d  v / i l l  d o  s o .  In  1 9 3 6  i t  k e p t  tw o  men th e re  a l l  s e a ­

s o n ,  and  i s  t o  do  th e  same i n  1 9 3 7 . These p a t r o l  the t r a i l s  and
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keep guard* Once in  a w h ile  some one cu ts  down a  sm all t r e e
*3-

f o r  f irew o o d , out th a t  i s  seldom and happens in  n a t io n a l  Parksw ' ' ' . ' t
f-

a l s o .  N ature Q uick ly  h e a ls  th e  s c a r .

The Maine l e g i s l a tu r e  o f  1957 d e c lin e d  to  a p p ro p r ia te  $2 ,000 , 

f o r  th e  P a rk . T h is  item  was <p proved by th e  S ta te  Budget Com­

m it te e  o f  w hich Governor Narrows i s  th e  p r in c ip a l  member. T his 

money was to  be used  to  c l e a r  some new t r a i l s  and b u ild  a  few 

le a n - to s ,  bu t t h a t  c n  w a it .  C e rta in  people d e fe a te d  th i s  l i t t l e
f

b i n  in  o rd e r to  be a b le  to  say  t h a t  the  S ta te  would n o t tak e  care  

o f  th e  S ta te  Park and does n o t want i t .  I f  money i s  needed, th e  

governo r and C ouncil w i l l  g iv e  i t  o u t o f  th e  C ontingen t Itaad a t  

any  tim e*  The f a i l u r e  o f  one t r i v i a l  a p p ro p r ia tio n  i s  a  c h i ld -  

i s h  re a so n  fo r  g iv in g  away S ta te* *  f i n e s t  m ountain.

The park  Is  o n ly  fo u r  y e w s  o ld  Sad from  a l l  s id e s  p ro te s ta  a re

coming i n .  Former Governor B ax ter t e l l s  me he has heard  from many 

peop le  and n o t one Maine c i t i z e n  as y e t  has approved th e  N a tio n a l 

P ark ; ev e ry  one o f them opposes i t ^  As to  roads -  people can now 

so m fo rtah iy  d r iv e  t h e i r  au to s  ' i t h i n  fo u r m iles o f th e  summit.

The A ppalachian Mountain Club in  Boston on A p ril 6 ,  1957 passed  

a  s tro n g  r e s o lu t io n  a g a in s t  the  N a tio n a l Park a t  K a ts id in .

Governor B ax ter never w i l l  consen t to  the  b reak ing  of th is  

T r u s t ,  He i s  a p io n eer in  parks and i t  was he who secured  fo r  th e  

S ta t e  p r a c t i c a l l y  a l l  th e  parks i t  now ownd; F o rt Knox on the 

P enobsco t, F o rt C lary  a t  K l t te ry ,  F o rt Edge comb in  L incoln County* 

F o rt Popham on th e  Kennebec and o th e r s .

G overnor B a x te r  gave K a ta h d in  t o  Maine in  order to  shor h is
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a p p re c ia t io n  f o r  th e  honors th e  S ta te  co n fe rred  on him* He has 

d e f i n i t e l y  r e tu rn e d  to  p r iv a te  l i f e ,  w i l l  a c ce p t no p u b lic  po- % 

s i t i o n  and h a s  some very in t e r e s t i n g  p lan s  f o r  th e  f u tu r e .  He 

a sk s  on ly  t h a t  Maine keeps I t s  solemn p ro m ise . Maine w i l l  work 

o u t i t s  own d e s t in y  w ith  Mt. Kat&hdin. We a r e  independent people 

down h ere  and. want no h e lp  from W ashington. % ln e  la  n o t y e t “on 

th e  d o le 8 .

Governor B ax ter s i  r e l i a b ly  inform ed th a t  c e r t a in  lan d  owners a re  

q u i e t l y  fa v o rin g  th e  b i l l  because they  see  in  i t  a chance

own p a rk s  in  Maine l e t  i t  go to  th e  w lH ls r e a s  ot  A roostook and

W a s h in g to n  c o u n t i e s  w h e re  m i l l i o n s  o f  a c r e s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e .

W hy p i c k  o n  B a t a h d i n  l

S h e  p r e s e n t  b i l l  i n  C o n g r e s s  i s  p e r m i s s i v e  o n l y -  b u t  

i t  I s  a n  e n t e r i n g  w e d g e  a n d  i f  p a s s e d  w i l l

on to  s e l l  t h e i r  land, a t  an a t t r a c t iv e  p r i c e .

2 f  th e  Ifaifced S ta te s  Government w ants to  develop i t s
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A D D R ESS ON LY
TH E  DIRECTOR. NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

U N I T E D  S T A T E S
DEPA RTM EN T O F TH E IN T E R IO R

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
Washington

May 4 , 1938.

Hon. P e rc iv a l P . B ax ter,

P o rtlan d , M aine.

Dear Mr. B ax ter:

I  have re c e iv e d  your l e t t e r  o f  A p r i l  25 to  Mr. Damaray, 
tra n s m itt in g  th e  p re s s  re le a s e  on B ax ter S ta te  Park  a s  pub­
lish e d  by th e  P o rtlan d  Sunday Telegram and Sunday P r e s s -  
H erald in  th e  A p ril 24 i s s u e .

I t  i s  in te r e s t in g  indeed to  have such an  o p p o rtu n ity  to j 
review  Mr. Gower’ s argum ents re g a rd in g  th e  proposed M t. 
K atahdin N ational P ark , a lth o u g h  I  am so rry  to  d e te c t  i n  h is ,, 
sta tem en t some s l i g h t  su sp ic io n  o f  N a tio n a l Bark S e rv ice  ' 
m o tiv es , ■ . « ‘ii

The argum ents back end f o r th  betw een p roponen ts  and op­
ponents o f  th e  n a t io n a l  park  p ro p o sa l a r e  a ccep ted  by t h i s  
o f f ic e  as  a  n a tu ra l  p a r t  o f  a  h e a lth y  program w hich may o r  ■■ 
may n o t have some b ea rin g  on th e  a t t i t u d e  o f  th e  N a tio n a l ! 
Park S e rv ic e .

I  want to  a s su re  you -that th e  N a tio n a l Park S e rv ic e  i s  
a p p re c ia tiv e  o f  your own sp len d id  c o n se rv a tio n  m easures which 
a re  d ire c te d  toward p la c in g  a t  l e a s t  a p a r t  o f  th e  M t. K atahdin 
re g io n  tinder a w ild e rn ess  c o n se rv a tio n  program .

V
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U N I T E D  S T A T E S
D EPA RTM EN T O F THE IN T E R IO R

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
WASHINGTON

ADDRESS ONLY
TH E  DIRECTOR. NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

May 7 , 1 95 8.

Hon, P e re iv a l P . B a x te r ,

P o rtlan d , M aine.

Dear Mr. B ax ter:

I  a p p re c ia te  y o u r l e t t e r  o f  A p ril  28, i n  co n n ec tio n  
w ith  th e  proposed Mount K atahdin  N a tio n a l Park  m a t te r .

We to o  would d i s l i k e  any long b i t t e r  co n tro v e rsy  
over a land j u r i s d i c t i o n  problem  and I  should l ik e  t o  
a ssu re  you ag a in , f o r  th e  Department a s  a  w hole, t h a t  
no u n ju s t i f ie d  a c t io n  on o u r p a r t  w i l l  be ta k e n . I t  i s  
e s s e n t ia l ,  o f  c o u rse , f o r  th e  Department to  p rep a re  a  
re p o r t  fo r  th e  C ongressional Committee, a lth o u g h  I  can­
n o t say j u s t  when i t  w i l l  be su b m itted .

I  am g r a te f u l  to  you f o r  you r th o u g h tfu ln e ss  i n  
keeping t h i s  o f f ic e  ad v ised  o f  you r a c t i v i t i e s .

'ft

' I

S in c e re ly  y o u rs .

V



s e v e n th
S. 0  3  8

; B e a r ■ Mr » K a r s h a l l  -

:';, i  ssl s e a l in g  yo u  an a r t i c l e  r e l a t i n g  

t o  th e  S t a t e  P a rk  in  th e  Mount Katab& in  re g io n  ' 

- s a d .: I  R e lie v e  t h a t  i t  . w i l l ; i n t e r e s t  you to  re a d

-V; : :-;-V ; -  i v e , - ;

•■ | h  e^  o p in io n  M r. Gower th e  a u th o r

c a r r e s t  l y  in te r p r e te d  t h e  f e e l in g s  o f  Maine ••

O f  ■ the K a ts h d in  a r e a .

¥ e r y .  t r u l y  y e a r s  f '

T o -  ' , ; ■-

H o n « E o h e r t  M a r s h a l l  
• ■ . 'O f f i c e  o f  I n d i a n  A f f a i r s  ■• -  

W a s h in g to n  ■

SKGLOSmS
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D y  e ish rtJj, 1039

B e a r  Mr* C s* * se re r  •

X hsyt- your- l e t t e r  .of kay 4 th  end an  p le a se d , to  
knot? t h a t  ny  e f f o r t s  t o  p r e s e r v e  th e  & :tc h d in  r e g i o n  
th e  S ta te  o f  Krinc- p ro  * -r ie e a la t< K l by the  H n t-io n H  J?nrk 
S e rv ic e *  h a s t  A u tn m  2 'c e l l e d  upon U% X eD -rey  rh o  woe 
i n  ch a rge  nt the l&ao tre i cris-cloned to  It ir .  iry p la n s ,  Ho 
doubt ho has f u l l y  e k p lc in o d  thou to  yo u , X r i c h  t h a t  2 
E i# » t  hr vc t*y-en you a t  th e  H u e  o f r y  v ia  I t  to  D 's h in g t e n *

Eiiioe talking vrith hr, X*e»um.y. 2 have purchased 
© la t e e n  thousand o cra c  In th e  tr a v e le r  licruntuin 2?orn-chip 
s&& Bti nor" n e s t i s  t in g  f o r  more len d  in  t h s t  r o l lo n *
JProis t h is  you w i l l  CpT t i u t  X •*•• n  O n rry in y  on in  e  p m c t i ­
d a l  w ry e.nd .need o n ly  tisau to  e o y p lt t o  u y r o r k *

She f f e t e  o f  Thin©  c m  r--.ri t r i l l  h a n d le  th e  12? • 
ts fe d ia  re g io n  i i ;  «s s n a r e r  s a t i s f a c t o r y  to  o u r p e o p le ,  
fho  -Gowravust f a r  -ary lo  f i e ld s  o lc cv k c re  fo r
i t s  P a rk  S e r v ic e  end 1 s e c  no r e a s o n  vhy h r .in s  s h o u ld  
g iv e  ICntrMi.in t o  the i t e e s r e l  •dcsvorsseat a n y  m ore th a n  i t  
sh o uld  g iv e  away Old Or s h e rd  &et*.oh o r  *; cos eh end la k e , ;  
he © t i l l  a re  a. So ve rd iggi S t a t e  end a ft"  t c  t h a t  v - m  n o t  
b re a k  i t s  t r u s t  a g r e e u e n t s .

Xn VP.S0 y o u  h a v e  n o t  s e e n -  fay l e t t e r  o f  A p r i l  
S8t h  t o  h r .  D e f r a y  2 e n c lo s e  you  a co p y , A t t h e  tis a e  X 
w ro te  t h i s  l e t t e r .  X r a e  n o t v.Kare th a t  you had  r e t u r n e d
t o  y o u r  o f f i c e *  h e n c < §  ^ y  l e t t e r  w a s  a d d r e s s e e ;  t o  h i a *

P le a s e  do  n o t  f o r  e .nsonent t h in k  fchet idnine p e o p le  
a re  in  the  le a s t  h o s t i le  t o  th e  K . t lo n a l  f n r k  S e r v i c e !  on 
t h e  c o n t r a r y  we e l l  a p p re c ia te -  t h e  tau rve iqus r o r k  yoiu* I)o - 
p s r t a im i IB s  d o n e |  i t  i s  m onum ental *© rk , f h i e ,  h o w e v e r , 
d o e s  n e t  p r e v e n t  us f r .a u  k e e p in g  o u r  one s p e c t a c u l a r  e o u h «  
t a in  f o r  o u r s e lv e s  m& u s in g  i t  in  o u r ttm  w ay .

fo»
V ery t r u ly  y o u rs

(S ig n e d )  P e r c iv a l
E o n , A m o  B* §«?®aerer •
llio  U ireotor, Ketiorml Park Service
Depsrtisent of the interior
f & a h in g to n
B .O .

IT O H f OlE

p B a r t e r
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Robert Marshall  
U. s. F orest  se rv ice  
WASHINGTON, D. C.

n s ?
A /U y  / y

May 18, 1938

Governor P . B axter 
P o r tla n d , Maine

Dear Governor B axter:

Thank you fo r  your a r t i c l e  r e l a t i n g  to  the  S ta te  Park  
and th e  Mt. K atahdin reg ion . Of course I  am s tro n g ly  in  sympathy 
w ith  th e  f e e l in g s  o f Mr. Gower and y o u rs e lf  th a t  Mt. Katahdin 
should  he kep t as a  S ta te  Park  i f  i t  i s  to  he kept w ild . I  a lso  
do not b e l ie v e  th a t  th e  Park  S erv ice  should  go in to  t h i s  tyoe ■ 
o f a re a . j

I  should  l ik e  to  tak e  t h i s  o p p o rtu n ity  to  express my ;\
a p p re c ia t io n  fo r  th e  m arvelous p u b lic  s p i r i t  which you have it
shown in  g iv in g  t h i s  g lo rio u s  a re a  to  th e  p eop le  o f  Maine to  j
he k sp t in  a  w ild  c o n d itio n . I t  i s  a  g re a t  c o n tr ib u tio n  to  th e  
cause o f  th e  w ild e rn ess . I  clim bed Mt. K atahdin in  1932 and 
remember v iv id ly  th e  grand sp e c ta c le  lo o k in g  northw est from 
i t s  summit tow ard w h a t i s  th e  la r g e s t  f o r e s t  a re a  in  the  U nited  
S ta te s  w ith o u t any r eSeaffe in i t .

I  am a  s tro n g  b e lie v e r  in  many ty p es  o f fe d e ra l  a c t i v i t y  
but in  th e  case o f Mt. K atahdin I b e l ie v e  your p lan s  fo r  i t  a re  
b e s t .

S in c e re ly  you rs,



May
t w e n t y -t h ir d
1 9 3 8

Dear Mr* M a r s h a ll -

I  ms. p le a s e d  t o  h ave  yo ur l e t t e r  o f  May e ig h t e e n th

i n  w hich  you g iv e  me yo ur v ie w s i n  re g a rd  to 'M t*  E n ta h -  

d i n .  I t  i s  e n co u ra g in g  to  know t h a t  a nan l i k e  y o u r s e l f  

w it h  w ide e x p e r ie n c e  in  f o r e s t r y  w ork f e e ls  t h a t  E a t a h -

s o ,  under e x i s t i n g  c ir c u m s t a n c e s ,  should  rem ain  a s  a 

S t a t e  P a rk .

n o r th  o f  E a t a M in  X was n o t  aware th a t  i t  i s  th e  l a r g ­

e s t  f o r e s t  a r e a  in  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  w ith o u t  r o a d s .

have r e c e n t ly  p u rch a se d , e ig h te e n  thousand a c r e s ,  i s  a l ­

s o  a v e r y  w ild  a r e a  and th o s e  who a r e  more f a m i l ia r  w it h  

i t  then  I  am t e l l  me th a t  i t  i s  u n u s u a lly  p ic t u r e s q u e .  

T h is  tow nship  l i e s  s i x  m ile s  n o rth  o f  E a ta h d in  and I  

hope and e x p e ct some d ay to  a c q u ir e  the  in t e r v e n in g  la n d  

and add i t  to  th e  S t a t e  P a r k .

d in ,be ke p t in  i t s  w ild  s t a t e  b u t S|E &1

A lth o u ^ a X a s  q u it e  f a m i l ia r  w ith  th e  c o u n tr y

The to w n sh ip  c a l le d  T r a v e le r  tow nship  w h ic h  I

1th  k in d  re g a rd s  and a p p r e c ia t io n  o f  y o u r l e t ­

t e r *

5^* * S in c e r e ly ,



' ' ' Ju n e  .
■ fo u r t h
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■.,;-p©ai* M r .vltemeray ;V ' '

; V ' You w i l l  be in t e r e s t e d  t o  k a o r 'r  ■ 

t h a t  I  have j u s t  a rra n g e d  t o p u r c h a s e  an a d -  ' 

d i t l o n a l f o u r  thousand f i v e  hundred (4 ,5 0 0 )  

a c r e s  in  th e  Mt» g a ta h d ln  r e g io n  to  be added /

; ’ 'to  th e  B a x te r  S t a t e  P a r k .  ■ .■

v Y o u  w i l l  se e  from  t h is  t h a t  I  am

V 7' - g r a d u a lly  m aking p ro g re s s  tow ard' a y  o b je c t iv e  ;

. ;w h ic h  i s  t o  g iv e  Maine a  l a r g e ,  u n sp o ile d  f o r ­

e s t  a re a  in  t h e  h e a r t  o f  th e  Maine tim b e r la n d s .

.7;-;■ " V e ry  t r u l y  y o u rs  :■

£  V

■ Yo— -

■ Eon, A. ■ B* ■ BiSMAEAY 
A c tin g  d i r e c to r  
S a t  io n e l  Parka

■ 'W a s h in g to n , .  D»S« -



o O >1 I?

U N I T E D  S T A T E S
DEPARTM ENT O F THE IN T E R IO R

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
Washington

June 11, 1938

Hon. P e rc iv a l P. Baxter,

Portland, Maine.

My dear Mr. Baxter:

I  have received your le tte rs  of June 4 addressed to  
Mr. Demaray and to me, regarding your recent arrangements 
fo r the purchase of an additional 4,500 acres of land in  
the Mount Katahdin region, -which, you expect to add to 
Baxter State Park.

Tour work toward providing Maine with a large unspoiled 
area appeals to me as a splendid exem plification of good 
c it ize n sh ip . I  would be d e re lic t  in  ay duty, however, i f  I  
did not voice again the hope which has been expressed to you 
before, that the Katahdin region may sometime become a na­
tio n a l park. •

I f  convenient for you to do so I  would lik e  to have 
you send me, either in map or narrative form, a description  
of the area you now have in  lin e  for purchase.

Tour action in  keeping the National Park Service in­
formed of progress is  deeply appreciated.



J u l y  
f i f t h  
1 9  3 8

Ky d ear h r  „ Mar alia I I  *

I  th a n k  you foe1 y o u r l e t t e r  

Of June t h i r t i e t h  e n c lo s in g  th e  l e t t e r  from  

Costs i s  s lo n e r  Os hom e o f  Uew Y o r k .  I t  was 

v e ry  k in d  o f  you  to  do t h is *

M y ^ ^ j ^ u h l i e  in t e r © s t  in  Maine 

i s  to  g iv e  th e  S t a te  a w o r t h w h ile  a re a  o f  

w ild  f o r e s t  la n d  end X an not; n e g o t ia t in g  f o r

an a d d it io n a l  area* I t  e ncourage#  me to  know 

t h a t  you approve o f  what 2 a s  d p in g .

W ith kind, r e g a r d s .

S in c e r e ly

TO«

Hon, R o b e rt M a rsh a ll  
F o r e s t r y  D iv is io n  
Departm ent o f  A g r ic u lt u r e  
W ash in gto n , Ii .0,



J u l y  
f i f t h  
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6 .A x

d 'o ' e r
7 ^

i / :

Dear Mr* Whitcomb -■ . a

A few d ays ego I  was in  B oston and c a l l e d  a t  
yo ur o f f i c e  ant! l e f t  a ro u gh  memorandum w hich I  hope you  
w ere a b le  t o  re a d . I t  was r a t h e r  s k e tc h y  and you  m ay have  
had d i f f i c u l t y  in  d e c ip h e r in g  i t .

On second th o u ght i t  o c c u rs  to  me th a t  i f  you  
and h r .  Th e a t  land  would s e l l  me your in d iv id e d  2/ S r d s  in ­
t e r e s t  in  the  n o rth e a s t  q u a rte r  o f  3 ra n ge  1 0 , I  w ould  
then have a f r ie n d ly  p a r t i t io n  w it h  th e  C a s s id y s  arid t h a t  
w ould save  you e n d  H r .  W heatland the t r o u b le  o f  th e  d e ­
t a i l s  o f d iv id in g  up  th e  la n d .

I f  I  u n d e rsta n d  c o r r e c t ly ,  you own l/ 3 r d  o f  the  
n o r th e a s t  q u a rte r  w hich  w ould be a r p r o x im a te ly  th re e  sq u a re  
m ile s  end th e  P in g re e s  own an e q u a l am ount. T h is  w ould  g iv e  
ae  a p p ro x im a te ly  4 ,0 0 0  a c re s  o f  la n d  t h a t  i s  th e  ro u g h e s t  
o f  la n d  and v e ry  m o u n ta in o u s,  I f  I  as c o r r e c t ly  in fo rm e d  
t h i s  a re a  i s  o f  l i t t l e  o r no v a lu e  and c o n ta in s  w it h in  i t s  
b o rd e rs  the s o - c a l le d  K lo n d ik e .

7 1 th  t h i s  s e c t io n  added on to th e  m ountain  on the  
w e st s id e  I  would be a b le  to  b lo c k  the  R a t io n a l  P a r k  p la n  
f o r  then I  sh o u ld  ha v s  th e  e n t ir e  c e n te r  o f  th e  p roposed  
R a t io n a l  P a rk  a re a  w ith  a good p r o je c t io n  on th e  w e s t .  I f  
you f e e l  l i k e  c o -o p e r a t in g  w ith  me in  t h i s  m a tte r  I  sh o u ld  be 
much p le a se d  and I  am m aking a s i m i l a r  s u g g e s t io n  to  M r. 
7h.eatls.nd.

As to  the p r ic e  to  be p a id  f o r  t h i s  la n d  in  case  
you and Mr. T h e a tla n d  w i l l  s e l l  i t  to  me I  s h a l l  be g la d  to  
pay the same p r ic e  per 39?? w hich  I  p a id  to  th e  P i n g r e ^ .

^ f M s i W n d  * m
soon be a t  the s p o t  on yo ur map w h ich  you m arked as th e  end 
o f  my jo u rn e y .

W ith my k in d  re  g a rd e ,

f o -
M r. W illia m  A . Whitcomb 
Ko» 2^1 Devons h i  re  S t r e e t

S in c e r e ly ,

T3 ̂  n  *!-



July
s i x t h  
1 9  5 8

Dear D ir e c t o r  Qatsnerer -

In  o rd e r th a t  you may foe kept in form ed  
as to  %-hat i s  t r a n s p ir in g  h e re  In  M aine I  am e n c lo s ­
in g  you two newspaper c l i p p i n g s  from  the P o r t la n d  
^PEhSk-mlh-hD** o f  June 5 0 th  l a s t  f o r  I  k n a r you m i l l  
be in t e r e s t e d  in  them*

Am I  c o r r e c t ly  in fo rm ed  th a t  th e n  & B i l l  
i s  in tro d u c e d  in t o  C o n gre ss and no n o t io n  i s  ta k e n  
on i t  th a t  th e  B i l l  a u .to n a t ic e .lly  d ie s  at f i n a l  a d ­
journm ent end th a t  i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  to  in tro d u c e  a  
n e r B i l l  i f  the s u b je c t  i s  to  be r e v iv e d  s t  th e  n e x t  
C o n g re ss  ?

Horn th a t  X an. m aking su ch  e x c e l le n t  -pro­
g re s s  in  e n la r g in g  the- ro u n d e r ic s  o f  th e  B A X i-ih  ; h . ' T h  
PARK i  sh o u ld  foe g r e a t ly  r e l ie v e d  i f  2 had word from' 
you th a t  th e  n a t io n a l P a rk  S e r v ic e  had abandoned the  
id e a  o f  a n a t io n a l  P a rk  I n  the S a t& h a in  a r e a .

Fumerous p e o p le  in  Maine a re  I n q u i r in g  
why th e re  sh o u ld  be a J fe t io n n l p a rk  a t  g& tabdin  when 
th e re  a lr e a d y  i s  a g r a v in g  s t a t e  P a rk  th e re , Ih e s e  
people  a sk  y-by does not th e  n a t io n a l  P ark  S e r v ic e  go  
in t o  r a s h in g t o a  C o u n t y , i f  th e y  want e p ark  i n  M aine t  
where th e re  i c  .ample room end w here th e re  a re  la r g e  
a re a s o f  w ild  la n d , w ith  l a k e s ,  m o u n ta in s, r i v e r s  and  
stream s • trhey a ls o  in q u ir e  why the R a t io n a l p a rk  
S e r v ic e  does not e s t a b l is h  a n a t io n a l  P erk  i n  w e ste rn  
M aine, b o rd e r in g  the rh ifce  M ountain R a t io n a l F o r e s t .

You w i l l  a ls o  foe in t e r e s t e d  to  know 

p re s e n t  S t a t e  p e rk  and I  hope th a t w i t k i n  '..he n e s t



J u l y  
s i x t h  
2 9 3 S

«» 2 *

few  r e c k s  the purchase  r i l l  be a cco m llsh e d *

F ra n  t i l l s  you w i l l  se e  t h a t  2 am pro  
e c o d in g  a lo n g  my lo n g  th o u g h t-o u t  p la n  and 
s h a l l  a llo w  n o th in g  to  d e t e r  me, X began  
t h is  w ork t h i r t y  y e a rs  ago and b e fo re  X f i n  
i s h ,  w hether X l i v e  o r  d i e ,  I  s h a l l  hare a 
S ta te  P a rk  w orthy o f  I h in e ,

S in c e r e ly

To*

E o n , Arno B* Oamrcerer 
D ir e c to r  o f  R a tio n a l P ark  s e r v i s e  
Department, o f  the In t e r io r  
W ashington  
D « G »

Tp r>r*r rV i1  r p  re * 
i l l  i t  V .U  ^ A i1 u  i i  B  ,



I  have b een  away from home f o r  some ■ 
tim e and on my r e tu r n  to -d a y  have b e fo re  me y o u r 
l e t t e r  o f  J u ly  18th .

You w ere r i g h t  in  assum ing t h a t  I  p la n  
to  a c q u ire  th e  la n d  c o n n ec tin g  th e  two a re a s  a l ­
ready  p u rch ased  by me f o r  B ax ter S ta te  P a rk . -In  
red  p e n c i l  I  have o u t l in e d  th e  two a re a s  a l r e a d y  
a c q u ire d  so t h a t  yon w i l l  have th e  e x a c t 'p la n  b e ­
fo re  you .

i iu
s '

The* B ax te r  S ta te  Park Comrnis s io n  i s  p la n ­
n in g  to  p u t up a s im p le  log  c a b in  s t r u c t u r e  a t 4Chim­
ney Pond and 1 have w r i t t e n  them to  .f in d  o u t w hat 
s te p s  have been ta k e n  to  do t h i s .  _ I f  th e  r e  i s  any­
th in g  i n t e r e s t i n g  in  co n n ec tio n  w ith  t h e i r  r e p ly  
I  w i l l  be p le a s e d  to  l e t  you know.

I  s h a l l  c e r t a in l y  keep you in fo rm ed  from  
tim e to  tim e  because  I  am c o n f id e n t th e , N a tio n a l  
P ark  S e rv ic e  w ill n o t ta k e ,a n y  u n f r ie n d ly  a c t io n  
i n  t h i s  m a t te r .  ' •

S in c e re ly  y o u rs , -

(Sgd#) P e rc iv a l  P# B a x te r

Hon. Amo. B. Cammerer 
D ire c to r  N a tio n a l P a rk  S erv ice  
Depar t e e n t  o f th e  I n t e r i o r  
W ashington, D. C •

P .S . Y Jill you p le a se  send me tw o o r  th r e e  e x t r a  c o p ie s  
o f  th e  p lan  w hich I  am r e tu r n in g  to  y o u .' Some 
o f  th e  lo c a l p eo p le  a re  i n t e r e s t e d  to-have o n e . '
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TELEGRAM

H on. Lew is 0 . Barrow s  
S t a te  House 
A u g u sta , Maine

Dear Governor -  You may r e c a l l  th a t  some tim e ago when I  
c a l le d  upon you I  su g g e ste d  t h a t  i t  w ould  be most h e lp f u l  i f  you  
w ould s a y  som ething in  yo ur in a u g u r a l about B a x te r  S t a te  P a rk  a t  K a -  
ta h d in  and you s a id  I  m ight su b m it som eth ing to  y o u . I f  you a re  
w i l l i n g  to  do t h is  i t  w ould be a p p r e c ia t e d  by c o u n t le s s  p e o p le  th ro u g h ­
out th e  S t a te  and n a t u r a l ly  would p le a s e  ana encourage me in  what I  am 
d o in g  fo r  M aine.

As yo ur time i s  l im it e d ,  I  h ave  w r it t e n  a few l in e s  to u c h in g  on 
t h i s  s u b je c t  f o r  your c o n s id e r a t io n .  I f  you w i l l  come out d e f i n i t e l y  
a g a in s t  th e  S t a t e 's  b r e a k in g  i t s  T r u s t  w ith  me you  w i l l  im m e d ia te ly  
put an end to  B re w s te r 's  o u tra g e o u s p r o p o s a l to  h a v e  the  R a t io n a l  Gov­
ernment come in t o  Maine and ta k e  away th e  S ta te  P a r k . I f  you w i l l  do 
t h i s  I  s h a l l  be g r a t e f u l  to  y o u , I  am se n d in g  t h i s  te le g ra m  and a ls o  
w i l l  m a il a copy to  you t h i s  m o rn in g . My s u g g e s t io n  i s  as f o lld w s  -

QUOTE BAXTER STATE PAPvK a t  K a ta h d in . Th ro u gh  th e  g i f t  o f  form ­
e r  G overnor P e r c iv a l  p . B a x te r  our S t a t e  i s  a c q u ir in g  a la r g e  
a re a  o f  w i ld  f o r e s t  la n d  f o r  S t a t e  P a rk  p u rp o s e s . T h is  la n d  h as  
been a c ce p te d  under a d e f in i t e  and u n b re a k a b le  T ru s t  t h a t  i t  
•be fo r e v e r  h e ld  by the S t a t e  as T r u s te e  in  T r u s t  f o r  the bene­
f i t  o f th e  people o f  Maine f o r  S t a te  f o r e s t ,  p u b l ic  p a rk  and 
p u b lic  r e c r e a t io n a l  p u rp o se s* . A T r u s t  o f  t h i s  n a tu re  i s  a s o l ­
emn o b l ig a t io n  and the word o f  the S t a te  o f Maine once g iv e n  
n e ve r w i l l  be b ro k e n . As lo n g  a s  I  have any c o n n e c t io n  w ith  the  

i S t a t e 's  a f f a i r s  t h is  T r u s t  will be l iv e d  up to  Doth to  th e  l e t -  
J t e r  and in the s p i r i t  in  -which i t  was made.

A lre a d y  our form er G overnor has donated a 
la r g e  a r e a  to  th e  S ta te  and he in fo rm s me t h a t  he h as a c q u ire d  
a d d it io n a l  t e r r i t o r y  w hich  soon w i l l  be added t o  th e  a re a  a l ­
re a d y  g iv e n .  T h is  g i f t  i s  a memorable one an a  f o r  a l l  tim e  
w i l l  p re s e r v e  fo r  our people  an e x te n s iv e  a re a  o f v i r g i n  w ild  
la n d . The S ta te  o f  Maine i s  e n t i r e l y  com petent to  o?m and 
h a n d le  t h i s  area  and r e s e n t s  the s u g g e s t io n  t h a t  t h is  T r u s t  be 
v io la t e d  by a llo w in g  the F e d e r a l Government in  any way to  g a in  
c o n t r o l  over t h is  r e g io n .  In  s p e a k in g  as I  do about th e s e  

/ g i f t s  I  know th a t I  v o ic e  th e  p r a c t i c a l l y  unanim ous o p in io n  o f  
t h e  men and women o f  M aine. URQUOTE. S in c e r e ly ,  P e r c iv a l  p.

'B a x t e r .



®ntob States! Courts
Jubge’s Chambers 

^ortlanb, Jflaine

C H A M B E R S O P  
JO H N  A. PETERS 

D IST R IC T  JU D G E
1 7 th  November, 1539 *

D ear G overnor!'

I  r e t u r n  h e re w ith  the copy o f  the deed 
to  the  S t a t e  o f Maine w hich you k in d ly  se n t me a t my 
s u g g e s t io n .  I  e s p e c ia l ly  wanted to  n ote  any c o n d it io n s  
i n  the deed i n  c o n n e c t io n  w ith  the p o s s i b i l i t y  th a t  
someone m igh t want to  change the t i t l e  or the use o f  
the  p ro p e rty  or c o n v e rt  i t  in t o  a N a t io n a l P a rk .

I  do n o t see how a n y th in g  co u ld  be more 
c le a r  or d e f in i t e  th a n  the c o n d it io n  you have put in  
the deed to  the e f f e c t  th a t, the la n d  sh o u ld  be fo r e v e r  
u sed  by th e  S t a t e  f o r  a S t a t e  f o r e s t ,  p a rk , e t c .  I f  
any s e r io u s  atte m p t sh o u ld  e ve r be made to  change th a t  
th e  c o n d it io n  c o u ld  be e n fo rce d  by you or your s u c c e s s o rs  
and no a c t io n  by th e  S t a t e  co u ld  be e f f e c t iv e  a g a in s t  the  
p la in  term s o f  th e  c o n d it io n ;  so , a s  I  lo o k  a t  i t ,  
you have w e ll  ta k e n  ca re  o f  the c o n tin g e n c y  w hich  we both  
somewhat f e a r e d .

I n c i d e n t a l l y ,  I  r e t u r n  th e  books on the  
Je w is h  p rob lem , w h ich  you lo an e d  me. They co n ta in - some 
in t e r e s t in g  in fo r m a t io n , and I  am much o b lig e d  to  you  
f o r  l e t t i n g  me exam ine them . .

E o n . P e r c i v a l  P . B a x t e r ,  
22 Monument S q u a re ,  
P o r t la n d ,  M aine.

!



November
tw e n ty -f  I f  th  
1 9  5 9

I  am p le a se d  t o  have y o u r l e t t e r  o f  Novem­
b e r tw e n ty-se co n d  and have re a d  yo u r sta te m e n t and 
th a t  o f' the P ro fe sso r  a t  th e  U n iv e r s it y  o f  Vermont*

I t  i s  needles t o  sa y  th a t  I  f u l l y  ap­
p ro v e  o f  your id e a s  eno d is a g r e e  w ith  th e  v iew s o f  
th e  P ro fe s s o r*  As a m a tte r  o f  fe e t., many P ro ­
f e s s o r s  se e n  to  la c k  an u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  p r a c t i c a l  
n a t t e r s .  They have t h e ir  t h e o r ie s  and o v e rlo o k  the  
r e a l i t i e s  o f  s i t u a t io n s .

As f a r  as P aine  i s  c o n c e rn e d , I  am c o n f i-  
d e n t .that th e  proposed n a t io n a l i s a t io n  o f  E a te h d ln  
h s s  boon abandoned. C ongressm en B re w ste r o f t h i s  
S t a t e  rh o  In tro d u ce d  th e  B i l l  h a s  t a lk e d ,w it h  me 
about I t  and t e l l s  ae that, he r i l l  not ta ke  up the  
m a tte r a g a in .

F o r y o u r in fo rm a tio n  end p lease, -co n sid e r  
i t  c o n f id e n t ia l  f o r  the tim e  b e in g ,  1 cm s t i l l  a c ­
q u i r i n g  a d d it io n a l  c re s s  f o r  th?. S t a t e  P a r k ,
hy g o a l  i s  1 00 ,0 0 0  a c re s  and a lr e a d y  I  have ore  
.than 7 5 ,0 0 0 . th e n  the p ro p e r tim e  comes I  w i l l  i n ­
form  yo u  and send you e map.

hater on in the early Vinter I plan to 
go, to  Vmshington and "--ell the National Park people 
whet I have accomplished for my relations with them 
a r c  cordial even though £ have opposed, then in this 
•matter.

- ■, I hope your health i s  good and send you my
kind regards. , .

S in c e r e ly ,

T o  —
h r ,  R o b e rt S t e r l i n g  y?-rd 
Th e  W ild e rn e ss  S o c ie t y  
1840 i ' in t r o o d  P la c e  
r& shinvfcor - t- h .
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U N ITED STA TES
DEPARTM ENT O F TH E IN TER IO R

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

W a s h in g t o n

August 7, 1941.

Hon. Percival P. Baxter*
Portland*

Maine.

Dear Mr. Baxters

It occurs to me that you might enjoy having a copy of the 1941 
Yearbook on Park and Recreation Progress, which has just come off 
the press.

The Yearbook is  a medium for expressions of opinion on the 
part of people working in various branches of the park and recrea­
tion fie ld  as a whole* rather than in the national park systoa alone, 
and i t  is  understood that opinions expressed in the various articles 
are not necessarily concurred in by the Department of the Interior. 
This has proved to be a stimulating publication, increasing demands 
for i t  having been made each year since i t  was initiated.

Perhaps you would like to consider the preparation of an arti­
cle on t  he Katahdin country for the next issue of the Yearbook.
Your outstanding contributions in park work are recognized and ap­
preciated and, even though we may not be in agreement on the, even­
tual status of the Baxter Park area, as between State or national 
park classification, nevertheless, the story of Baxter Park in your 
words should, we fe e l, be recorded in this publication.

With a ll  good wishes and kind regards, I am

Sincerely yours,

A. E. Demaray, 
Acting Director.
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-.Stoop Hr* Jtoaar&y '<*

'■'[■■:'-''̂ \Z:?'eoelye&X<*x? l e t  t e r  o f  August se v e n th  to g e th e r  
w i t h 'yoor 1941 | 0tp  Book ®nd 1 ;th a c k  you. f o r ..t h e a ,  '.'•..'

The Iaar Book i s  o f  g r e a t  I n t e r e s t  t o  a© en d  2. 
.you and your*- a s s o c ia t e s *  T h is bosk g l v®b;& 

r iw id  p ic tu r e  o f  th e  Bark and g e e r e a t lo m l  work th a t  I s  
feeingdon©  By th e  R a tio n a l J a r k /B e r y io e  and by  th e  S t a t e  
Bark Gossalasloas. g -̂-' ."".:■ ;■ g;;: -yr-g-.-'- .T:: ■: l

- . s u g g e s t ; t h a t '  - l  - w r i t ©  © h . «3Pfcio li 
'S t a t e '-  B & rk a n d  t h e  l a t a h d i n  « r © a ,  y. a  h o u l t i

kon. B a zt© r - -
l i k e - ; ; t o  d o  t h i s

'W @ k@ -it n o t  f o r  t h e  f e e t  t h a t  a t t h e  p r e s e n t  t i n e  I  s s  s o - ',  
o c c u p i e d  w i t h  t h e  d e t a i l s  o f  business . t h a t  t h e r e  i s  l i t t l e '  
o r ' B O 'O p p O r tu x d ty - 'S ^  w r i t i n g - © r  s p e a k i n g *  Sam e t i m e  !  /.
s h a l l  e n j o y  b e i n g  r e p r e s e n t e d  i n  y o u r  p u b l i c a t i o n  h u t  m a s t ,  

t h i s f  f o r  t h e

-.: f i r i n g  r e s e n t  y ea rs  h e r e  i n  B a in e  th e r e  haw© been
.many, a r t i c l e s  p r o fu s e ly  U l u s  t r a t I s g  th e  Kat ah&in a r e a * 1 
She "Bangor and A rooatook E a ilr o a d  p u b lis iss s  a Year Book and 
B a ta h d ia  i s  u s u a l ly  on© o f  I t s  p r in c ip a l  f e a tu r e s  .  , .She lo-» 
c a l  pap ers are  c o n t in u a l ly  p u b lis h in g  a r t i c l e s  ab ou t t h i s  
leoa i4e& .-sn d ’ oar. B ain© ;.people..are .well, inform ed*-'; Of c o u r se  
X--should' Ilk©  to . h&ra p e o p le  o u t s id e  o f  Main© know ©bout 
t h e . Bark because thousands / o f  n e e -r e s  M o n ts  v i s i t  - i t  an im al 
ly *  -;-|r :.; --''A ; .-'V ' ' g . : , : k y - - v-v g

■\> :-v.■ -k>.' On pag© 8 2  th e r e  you  l i s t  S t a t e  fferk A d ra ln istra -  
t i r e  A g e n c lea , I t  w i 11 be w e l l  t o  in c lu d e  th e  B axter State.'. 
Bark Qamlml&x* ■- T h is o o ss iis  s io n  i s  ̂ e n t ir e ly  in d e p e n d e n t:.-. 
e f  t h e  S ta t©  Bark S o sn & sslo a , th e  l a t t e r  c o n t r o l l in g  o n ly  a  
tmr co m p a ra tiv e ly  sm a ll r e c r e a t io n a l  a rea s*  :'y-k.'.

l a a e o e  lo sin g  you © portion o f  page 82 w ith  sn 
In sert which you m y wish to  includ© in  your next is s u e » ; - 
This i s  ©II la  the In terest o f accuracy* -Vy’g'yy,;; ^

I t  i s  a  l o n g  tlm ©  nos? s i n e ©  X h a d  t h e  p i s e  s u r e  o f  
t a l k i n g  w i t h  y o u  i n l f e s h l n g t o n ,  Y o u r  C i t y  I s  s o  s u c h  i n -
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■ U N ITED  STATES 
DEPARTM ENT O F  TH E  INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
Washington

THE DIRECTOR, HATIOHAL PARK SERVICE

August 14# 1941*

Hon* Percival P. Baxter,
Portland,

Maine*

Dear Mr. Baxters

I just want to acknowledge your kind le tter  of August 12, reply­
ing to mine of the ?th.

Of course, I am sorry that you are not in a position at th is 
time to prepare such an article as I suggested for the Yearbook*
Should you find i t  convenient later on to prepare a manuscript we 
shall be glad to have it*

Your suggestion for inclusion of the Baxter State Park Commis­
sion in the l i s t  of State park administrative agencies has been passed 
along to our editorial o ffice for appropriate handling.

It is  pleasing to be reminded of our v is it  when you were in  
Washington a year or so ago, and I do hope we can meet again in the 
near future.

With kind regards and best wishes, I am

Sincerely yours,
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O FFIC E O F T H E  D IR EC TO R

U N IT E D  S T A T E S

DEPARTM ENT OF TH E IN TER IO R
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

W a s h in g t o n

November 27, 1941.

Percival P. Baxter, Esq.,
92 Vest Street,

Portland, Maine.
Dear Mr. Baxter:

Tour fine and generous work in making-available to the 

people of Maine and the Nation the Baxter State Park, in­

cluding the rugged summit of Mt. Katahdin, has been known to 
me for many years. It mas not until I read the article 
"Forest Primeval" in the July issue of The National Humane 

Review that I realised the scope of your accomplishment.
Mjjr congratulations to you for your vision and driving 

force in setting aside this area for its inspirational and 

educational values.

V
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PORTLAND, MAINE, SUNDAY

Baxter State Park At Katahdin Now
i * ___________. ____________

After 24 Years O f Untiring Effort, Maine Nowd\fBy Fercival P. Jtaxter
In 1905 as one of the 

younger members of the 
State Legislature l  began to 
leam  something of my native 
State, its people, Its resources 
and its possibilities for the 
future. It was not, however, 
in  til 191? that I attempted 
to Induce the State Legisla 
hire to acquire by purchase 

.the mountainous regions 
Wound Mt. Katahdin.

For eight years both as a 
Legislator and as Governor 
X worked unceasingly to se- 

, cure legislation for the- estua- 
lishment of a State Park at 
Katahdin, but the opposition 
proved too strong and the 
Legislators of those days 
were not interested. During 
the years from 1917 to 1925 
time after time my State 
Park plans were defeated.

Za 1825 those who opposed me no 
doubt felt relieved when l  m ired 
from the Governorship to private life; 
but oftentimes defeats later turn Into 
victories, and so It was in this Perk 
project. After leaving Augusta I  gave 
up all thought of securing any park 
legislation and determined to buy 
the land myself and give It to the 
State. It Is interesting to observe that 
the very people who while I  was in 
m iice were my strongest opponents 

. Iata> became my firm friends.
 ̂Welt Treated 

. When I  went to these land owner* 
seeking them to sell me their lands 

they treated ms courteously and fair­
ly. They told me that while they did 
not care so sell their lands they would 
da so because they had come to 
realise that I wa« trying to do some­
thing worth while for Maine. These 
land owners have shown a remark­
ably fine sqint *nd X want the peo­
ple of Maine to know how splendidly 
they have cooperated with me in sell­
ing me their forest lamia.

Up to the time my first purchase 
of <,000 acres was made m 1830, I 
sever had owned asy forest oc tun- 
ber land. My Park started from ab­
solutely nothin,? and every acre has 
been bought since 1930. Today the 
land acquired for the State totals 
112.845 acres, all in one piece and

No. 1—Lofty Katahdin Mountain, looking southwest and showing its dominant pc 
1 Peak. Countless gorges and crevices indent its rugged face.

336
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they t4 v« cooperated with me In sell­
ing their forest lands.

l/p to ^ h e  time my first purehtse 
e#’ «.030 aferes was made in 1930, I 
never had owned any forest or tim­
ber land. My Park surted from ab­
solutely nothing and every *cre has 
been bought since 1836. Today the 
land acquired for the State totals 
112.945 acres, all in one piece 
comprising Alm ost five townships. A 
township lit Maine roughly speak- 
in f contains 38 square miles.

For all practical purposes, after 24 
year* of effort the Park is complete. 
Maybe, however, I shall be able to 
enlarge it from time to time for there 
are one or two areas it would be wen 
to  acquire. The Park stands right in 
the center of the northern portion 
of our State, a wild mountainous 
country forever set aside and held In 
Trust by the State aa a public park, 
forest reserve and wild life sanetu 
ary for present and future genera- 
lions of Maine people

The distance from Portland to the 
aMmmit of Mt, Katahdin is 250 miles. 
There are several foot trails leading 
to the summit, and a rough but pas- 
sable motor road passes through the 
westerly portion of the Park. All 
along the way there are grand views 
of Katahdin and the other 30 peaks 
within the Park area. This district 
Is typical of the wild lands of Maine.
It has within its borders, lakes, 
swamps, beaver dams, rivers, moun­
tains, good timber lands and burnt- 
over lands, meadows and boulders 
profusion. Moose, deer, wild cats, 
bears, foxes and an the smaller ani­
mals and birds abound therein. All 
these creatures are sa fe . from the 
hunters and the sound of the axe 
and of failing trees never wtu echo 
through these forests. —

«*.- Katahdin always should and musT 
remain the wild storm-swept, un­
touched* by-man region it now is; 
th at is its p e a l  charm. Only small 
cabins for mountain climbers and 
those who love the wilderness should 
he allowed these, only trails for those 
who crave! on fool or horseback, a 
place when nature rules and where 
th e creatures of the forest hold un­
disputed dominion.

As modem civilization with if 
- trailers and gasoline fumes, its us 
. e igh ty  billboards, its rau-o and Jam 
, encroaches on the Marne wilderness 

the time yet may come when only 
the Katahdin region remains unde- „JL 
filed by man. To acquire this K atatffj 
din  region for the people of Maine 
has been undertaken by me ss my, 
life** work, and I hope as the year*
’roll on that this State Park will be 
enjoyed by an  ever-increasing num­
ber of Maine people and by those 
who come to  us from beyond our 
‘lorders.

Katahdin stands above the sur­
rounding plant unique in grandeur 
and glory. The works of man are 
short lived. Monuments decay, build­
ings crumble and wealth vanishes, 
but Katahdin in its massive grandeur 
will forever remain the mountain of 
the people of Maine. Throughout the 
ages It will stand as aa inspiration 
to the men and women of this State.

” 0 A“" 
J-J;

& y f  *NOTE* The area  en c/osed  
to/a/s /  /Qt 7/2 acres ohwhich 
an und iv id ed  zn/eres/ oh  
£76?  acres in Me So.hksh
c o r n e r  has n o /  S e e n  
acquired Tor Me Park. 
The n e /  area ohMe Park 
Mere fore is  //£^J/facres
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Altitude Of Mountains
A bol 2 ,306 feet
B arren 3,681 feet
B la ck  B ro o k feet
B la ck  C a t feet
BaM Mi. 2,820 feet
B a x te r  P ea k 5,267 feet
Billflsh feet
B u r n t feet
D ouble T op 3,600 feet
F ort 3.861 feet
G a tew a y 4.209 feet
Hamlin P ea k 4,751 feet
H ow e P ea k s

1 4.734 fW*

No. 2—Showing Pamola Peak (4,902 feet) on the left, 
and Baxter Peak on the right, with the knife edge be­
tween. At the center is The Chimney, granite-walled 
gorge leading down the mountains.
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Lord feet
Mors# f e ; t
M ount Cm 3,782 feet
M ount O. J . f. feet
Mullen 3,150 feet
North Brother 4,143 fee t
North Traveler 3,500 fee t
North P orr fee t
North S. B. fe e t
North Turner 3,323 fee t
Owl 3,736 feet
Pom ota 4.902 feet
Bussell 2,801 Teet
Bun 3,361 feet
Sable fee t
South  P o fy fee t
South Turner 3,122 fee t
South Brother 3,951 fee t
South Traveler 4,000 fee t
South Peak 5.240 fee t
South S . B . fe e t
Strickland fe e t
Squirt B a n fe e t
Table Land 4,401 fee t
T horeau S urine* 4.636 fee t
W&ssataquoik 2.984 fee t
West Peak O. 1. L fe e t

No. 3—Chimney Pond and the east wail of Katahdin. 
The majestic Katahdln range pushes its wooded peaks 
more than 5,000. feet into the air to overlook a pic­
turesque area of wilderness kept in its primeval beauty 
for the people of Maine and their visitors.

T y f & ' - Z *  M r * !

3  3 3

Three paaks and the 
Knife Edge are spread to 
view in this amazing picture. 
On the left are Pamola Peak 
and the Knife Edge, and at 
the right, Turner Mountain 
(3,122 feet) and Traveler 
Mountain (4,000 fee’ i.

y



X

December, 
t h i r d  
1 9  4 1

De s j? E l i  • o 0 t o r ; D ru ry  ~

. You a re  v e r y  ge n e ro u s i n  vfaat you s a y  

about m j  e f f o r t s . to  e s t a b l i s h  a S t a t e  P e rk  h e ro  in ; , 

h a in e *  I ' r.m p le a se d  . to  knot'; t h a t . you  a p p ro v e .end ' 

th a n k  yo u  f o r  w r i t i n g  m e.- ; f  ;  \ t  '

/ y v The l o c a l  Sunch y ' p s p e r  p u b lis h e d  a ' m p  o f  

th e  J^ rk :-:;lB s t> S im d a y ‘and: I  s h e l l  send you a r e p r in t  ? 

t h in k in g  you m y  l i k e  t o 'h a v e  i t  . f o r  yo ur r  c o o rd s ,

I t : h a s  been a y  in t -e n t io r r  to  oose. to  W ashing­

to n  and: c e l l  .'upon you so  th a t  I  a n y  have th e  b e n e f it  o f  

yo u r v id e  e x p e r ie n c e , ;: 'fh e v. m onths’ f l y  by end I  he r e  n o t  

y e t  made the io u r n e y , h a y b e -'th lf  W in te r-;I s h e l l  come ; 

and-';^sn'--'l do--.so,- c e r t a i n l y - 1  s h a l l  come to  your o f f i c e  

e n d ::t e ll ;y o u . o f. my p ls n s  .  ‘V;.'/: - ■ y f t  y 'iA-: f -

w ith  s u c h  a p p r e c ia t io n  for: yo ur •' t h 0 u ^ i t f u l~ ;

n e ss*

Bdwt on B .  
.‘d i r e c t o r  
. n a t io n a l  
W ash!
D . G .

* o f  the  . In t e r io r
S e r v ic e  . .V '; f t -
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B ear H r ,  T e r^ --’* >r ' ' ; '" Y ; y / y \ y - - ; ' ; '\ . - y . y y"'-"'-'-'---'--;-

J ^ 8  s o r n ih g  X re c e iv e d  yo u r l e t t e r  o f  Ja n u a ry  
t h i r d  and no doubt you re c e iv e d  a l e t t e r  from  me a t  ab o u t
th e  same, t  la s *  ';■■ y\; '.y'V :\,':y; yy /■ v .  .V' 'y -.Y

: ' .  f h l l e  X s h o a ls  l i k e  t o  w r i t s ' ’ a n o th e r a r t i c l e  f o r  /
you X; r e a l l y  have n o t the  tim e to  do e o .  As a m a tte r o f  
f a c t  y o u r re a d e rs  have never se e n  th© a r t i c l e  i n  th e  F o r t -  
la a d  p s p a r  i o  i t  w i l l  fee e n t i r e ly  new t o  them * X t h in k  th e  
map w h ic h  you non-have, w i l l 'a n s w e r ’ e v e r y  re q u ire m e n t* . Xfc y' ; - 
w i l l  fee quit©  an u n d e rta k in g  f o r  me to h ave  a now map p re ­
p a r e d , V.-"--y : ' . v .  .y." V '{■' .;Y :;:' : Y . yY YyY^-’’ - .-V'C

;Y’'Y ’yyY 'y She p ic t u r e  l  s ® t  you i s  a no?’ ane asd  w i l l  g iv e ; , .  - Y - -  
yo ur r e a d e r s  a <^e id e a  o f  the ru g g e d p e ss  o f  J£t* E a t a h d in .
I t  may be th a t  th e  P o r t la n d  w ould se n d  you
some p h o to g ra p h s f o r  th e y  a re  v e r y  h e l p f u l  i n  m a tte rs  o f  
t h i s  a  o r t  «YY-' Sow©ver# . i t  would fee t e t t e r  fen? you t o  w r it e  t o  
them  ra th e r."th a n ':'fo r., me; to  a sk  f u r  then f a v o r s  ,  i  -

As f a r  m  1  am''aware# th e  M a tio n a l P a rk  S e r v ic e  ■ ' -Y".-
has g iv e n  up  I t s  p la n  to  ta k e  o v e r BAXTER STATBPARK*..- T h e  
Mein© L e g is la t u r e  a t  f i v e  d i f f e r e n t  S e s s io n s  has a cce p te d  
t h e  la n d  d o n ate d  t o  th e  S t a t e  by m© and X now have no f e a r  
th a t  an yo n e  e aa  ta k e  t h i s  la n d  away fro m  th e  S t a t e *

X s h a l l  fee ranch in t e r e s t e d  t o  h ave  a co p y  o f  '
TK£ "JLD Im lhSBS w hich  you are p re p a r in g *  Y; ' .. Y;’y v  . y y  y- :;V’; y

Y - W it h - ld ^  y, • 'Y^Y-v -  YY • V Y -  Y; -YY; yY Y:

t o -   ̂ y;, ,  . y " ‘y ' r ■ y-YYY- Y:’iYY?Y'Y

Mr * R o b e rt  s t e r l i n g  B a rd  -Y v"Y
The  W iM e rn e ss. S o c ie t y  y
1640 E intwood F la c e  : - V y- YY% yY
W ashington
B , 8 .   ̂ ■
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Last v'erk vh.cn X v.\o s in Boston I hoped to 
have the pies sure or a luncheon mith the ’’Big Threer’ of 
the G,I. ,P. Go. John, however, told no you yrre in kil- 
llnoeket fit your annuel meeting. Bettor luck for no 
next tino.

•. The nsp of the 'proposed national Park the t X 
left rith John tells its O’-n story. .1 do not recoil that 
I ever shored i t . to you. In ell modesty I c m  soy Phot 
lind It not boon. for my opposition, Brer star’s bill ^-ould 
have become la-r. . I travelled, rorked, spoke, prepsr-ed 
resolutions for Clubs end Pocietlos one gent right to the 
Tatiana 1 Park Ileadquarter-r in 'V/arhington.

Brev-ster already lino node a goer sinto.toward 
cresting c. national Perk rghile -I^rns abroad notritlistsnd-•
ing.ff P c :  ;. b:.d: the first ajbreS already had been deeded;-; 
.to the Ctr te k  ,-gî, ^  - .

Photographs mere ts  ken by the hashing toe, cror.-c, 
resolutions favoring tbe-ia passed by B o ard s of ireclc end the 
National Park people Vere strong for the project. As_ you 
knowr^the Public often is cruel. Porno people r.cre saying 
that the G re a t .liorth'ern Paper Company had too such Heine 
land end should give up some of it ?;fcr the good of the peo­
ple1'.. Such ideas arc iv r toe prey? lent and must be broken. - 
dcr-n. The bill, however, cled as- c result of. ny efforts 
and I am the only person rho could have accomplished this 
result. Had Brerrter gone unchecked for p  for- months long­
er, I t  roulc have been too Is to.

Had the bill passed, the Federal people v-ould 
have boon planted for s 1 1 time right in the- heart of your 
best lands. Both the best end Bast branches mould h'-ve been 
involved, and It is- rot difficult to foresee that .once the 
U.” .• Government obtained n foothold in Brine forests, it 
it era Id not have been content to take only, tine area r sha~r. on 
the map. . ■

I  no"-- hr ye sccguirori f iv e  tcr-nships, of rhich be-
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treen '2 011 and £5y have co n s iron you. Ac you knot- 
I very vouch rant that 1Q ,C C 0 e c r c r  In S 2 E 9 ,  i n  
order to control the approaches* to the Perl* end I  an  
cure that ultimately you -ill let tie have it. As 
.the veil knom  advertisement reeds "Eventually, rhy 
not no-

hut - etk eft or next I expect to be in I.crv 
York, about r;ednes-day the ninth of February, onc 
v-ould your Directors liko to talk v-ith no about tho 
Park and Its future development, ? If they have not 
soon the nap, they r-ill be interested to learn of 
vhnt they-coca pod; PI case 4k>ve the rep for ny rec­
ord r,

?;ith kind rernrdr to the "Big Three" 
above mentioned•

To- ■

h  hr. kill inn A* • i.niteorfb 
201 D evonsh ire  S t r e e t
B o sto n-
Ka s op chu s e t t s .
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' UNITED STATES 
DEPARTM ENT O F THE IN TERIO R

ADDRESS ONLY
^THS DIRECTOR. NATiONM. PARK SERVICE

Mr. L. L. Bean, 
Freeport, 

Maine

Dear Mr. Bean:

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

C h ic a g o , Il l in o is  
54,

March 28, 1944-

Ai&itc. 4 x  S'

I must thank you for your fine le tter  of March 21, and for 
the copy of your book ^Hunting, Fishing and Camping,* -which came 
in  today.

Just as we anticipated, your book is  a liv e ly  and colorful 
presentation of practical facts. The best stream fishing day 
I *ve had in  many years was on the South Branch of front Brook, 
up there northwest of Mt. Katahdin. Your book brings back that 
day a ll over again. Also, of course, i t  contains reference in­
formation' that w ill help round out our library.

Eeferring again to your le tter , i t  has been my pleasure to  
meet Governor Baxter, and to have handled correspondence with Mm  
regarding the Mt. Katahdin area. Certainly he has done, and is  
doing, a remarkable work in  acquiring for the public the land for 
Baxter State Park. The National Park Service has considered that 
area as a p ossib ility  feu* national park purposes, and, while our 
discussions with Mr. Baxter have not always revealed exactly the 
same objectives, we have always been on terms of the highest mutual 
regard, le  is  to be commended unreservedly for his success in that 
d ifficu lt and Important conservation undertaking.

With a ll kind regards and good wishes,

Sincerely yours,

George L. Collins,
Assistant Chief,

National Park Division,
Branch of Lands.



' U N ITED  STATES 
DEPARTM ENT O F TH E INTER IO R

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
Chicago, Illinois

54,t m  m m c rtm . hatiowal p a r k  s o v i e t

April 24, 1944

Mr* Percival P. Baxter,
Portland 3, Maine.

Dear Mr. Baxters

I t was thoughtful of you to write your note of April 10 after 
Mr* Bean showed you my recent le tter  touching on Katahdin in terests.

While nothing would give me greater pleasure than an opportunity 
to v is it  with you on the subject of Baxter State Park, stringent war­
time economies being practiced by our Service w ill not permit me to 
plan such a v is it , at least, at th is time.

Copies of your le tter , together with copies of this reply are 
being sent to Associate Director Demaray in  Washington and to Re­
gional Director Taylor in Richmond, Virginia. I recall that you 
visited  Mr. Demaray and me in  his office several years ago and you 
may likewise have met Mr. Taylor. At any rate, they both have high 
admiration for your conservation activ ities and know a good deal 
about Baxter State Park. It is  possible that one or the other of 
those gentlemen w in  be in New England some time th is year and 
could pay you a v is it . Of course, the National Park Service people 
at Acadia National Park would be delighted to discuss with you any 
developmental or park use problems which you may be finding in your 
work at Mount Katahdin.

With kind regards and a ll good wishes,

Sincerely yours,

George L. Collins, 
Assistant Chief, 

National Park Division, 
Branch of Lands.
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DEPARTM ENT OF TH E  IN TER IO R

THE DIRECTOR. NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
ADDRESS ONLY

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Chicago, Illinois

5k
February 10, 19k7»

Mr* Percival P* Baxter,
562 Congress Street,

Portland 3# Maine.

% dear Mr. Baxter*

It was thoughtful of you to send me the reprint from the Portland 
Evening Express of January 8, describing the la test addition to Baxter 
State Park* Please accept my heartiest congratulations both for the 
success of your project thus far and for the fact that your efforts 
have not gone unappreciated as is  evidenced by the text of the reprint.

I am particularly gratified that the Katahdin region should at last 
be so well protected because, as I am sure you know, the National Park 
Service for years has had a definite in terest in  it s  preservation* The 
State of Maine and our whole country are certainly fortunate that you are 
among those occasional citizens who have the public sp ir it, the generosity, 
and the vision to devote time, effort and personal fortunes to such great 
conservation causes* *

n th  very best regards and a ll good wishes, I am
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February . 
seventeenth 
1. 9 4 7

Dear Director Drury -

Your letter of February tenth cume this 
morning and it Is enooursging to know that you ap­
prove of what I am (Joins here In Maine iii thp Ut.'Ka- 
tahdln re si on, f m i J f t

r 4* T '
You v'111 be Interested to know that our 

State Forester who keeps aoourate records of all for­
est lands In our State tells mo that the area of Bax- ' 
tor State Park now Is 127,461 acre3. x hope to tnoreuso 
this from time to time, us additional purchases are 
made, .. ' ' ’ ■ . . '

Some years ago when Mr. Albright wan'Direc­
tor of your Department, I visltod Glacier Kational 
purk nnei Yellowstone national Park under his auspices 
and liad a most informing ana Interesting trip. It 
was a great experience ana I hope to go ugaln. Es­
pecially am I anxious to make another trip to the 
Grand C a n y o n ^ ^

What you are.doing for the present generu- 
‘ tion and those that follow is monumontal.

■ I hope to h«vo the pleasure of meeting you
personally-some time in the not too distant x'uture.

My kind regards,

•Td-

Honorablo Kewton B._ Drury 
Director national park Service 
United States Department'of the Interior * 
Chioogo ; ' •
Illinois. :' ' ■ .
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Door Director Drury - .

Ycur letter of'torch tenth togothor vlth the copy 
of your "Prrk Conservation" report came in duo coumo end I 
an hap.y to have it* Tills report ia nonuraontnl nnd I rood 
it with deep interest,anu thank you for it.

vrhan I was Governor at Augusta I hnd certain'cor­
respondence -1th the. late Stephen Mother end vmr inspired 
by him to do scinothlng'f or m y  State. Although I never had
tho pleasure of mooting Kr. Mather what ho wrote to ma and

' ' \ .tho document a he sent gave me courage to undertake a project 
which began in a small way »sjd which cow has' grown to a 
major undertaking.

Somn day I hope to have tho: plousure of seeing
« '  ■ , * * ' >•- *

you, out ao&nwhilo aend;my kind regards. '

3 in co re ly

To- . . • ■

Ilonorablo tew ton B. Drury > -
-> Diroctor, liHtlorial Park Servlco 
. U. 5, Department/of. the Interior 
Chicago
Illinois. . f '

A la  n e k  I 7
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D e a r Mr. McKay

November
t h ir t e e n t h  
1 o 5 1

On my f i r s t  e ve n in g  a t  home a f t e r  a month’ s ab­

se n ce  I  re a d  y o u r q u a r t e r ly  r e p o r t  and the a r t i c l e  in  the  

S c r ip p s-H o w a rd  ICews. The f i r s t  shows what h o n e st, a b le  

management can do in  o p e ra t in g  a g re a t  in d u s t r y ,  the f i n e s t  

in  M aine; the second e x p la in s  to  o u t s id e r s  how n e w sp rin t  

i s  made from the grow ing t r e e  to  the f in is h e d  r o l l .

Mr. C a sp a r, Mr. H i lt o n ,  Mr. Weldon and Mr. Hume 

d e se rv e  the f in e  r e c o g n it io n  g iv e n  them. I  f e e l  a t  home 

w ith  yo ur people  w herever I  meet them, e it h e r  in  New Y o rk ,  

B o sto n , Bangor o r the Woods.

Mr. Johnson o f  the U .S . T r u s t  Company re p re s e n ts  

v a s t s  s t o r e s  o f money; he s a id  2 1 /2  b i l l i o n s  i n  h i 3 T r u s t  

D ep artm en t. T h a t i s  t jc  much fo r  me to g r a s p ;  the power 

o f  t h - t  jn e y  i s  trem endous. To go in t o  h i s  B.-uik would 

make me f e e l  most i n s i g n i f i c a n t ; p ro b a b ly  to  speak to  him  

o r to  the P re s id e n t  o f h is  i n s t i t u t i o n  would be more d i f f i ­

c u l t  than  to  g a in  an in te rv ie w  w ith  our H a rry  Truman t I 
s h a l l  h o ld  to  the  good o ld  B .S .D .  tc T .  C o . under

I wanted to  speak to  you about the sm a ll area o f  

la n d  I am ask in g  you to  s e l l  me. T h is  area  has l e s s  than  

3000 a c r e s ;  i t  i s  poor la n d , s ta n d s  a lo n e  m ile s  ap art from  

your o th e r  lan d s and i s  surrounded on a l l  s id e s  by th e



I

E a s t e r n  C o rp o ra t io n  and th e  P a r k . I  se ek  to  a c q u ir e  i t  

so th a t the road w hich th e  S t a t e  and m y s e lf  j o i n t l y  co n ­

s t r u c t e d  t h is  Sumner w i l l  be u - d ir e ly  w it h in  the P a r k . ’

Jo  hn ■ cLeoa h as a s m a ll map th a t  show^the i s o l a t i o n  o f  

t h i s  p ie ce  o f  la n d . Tip P a rk  seems no* to  have re a ch e d  

i t s  l i m i t ,  f o r  on a l l  s id e s  i t  i s  e n c lo s e d  by owners who 

do not ca re  to s e l l ,  e x ce p t perhaps t ie  h .u ite rn .

On my to u r to  the  N a t io n a l P arks in  the So u th  W est, 

I  le a rn e d  more about the attem pt th a t  was made to  make 

K a ta h d in  a N a t io n a l P a r k , As a m atter o f f a c t  I  have both  

th e  o f f i c i a l  map is s u e d  by th e  Departm ent o f  the  I n t e r i o r  

show ing "Mt. K a ta h d in  N a t io n a l P a rk " , and th e  o f f i c i a l
9

“ ouse S i l l  in tro d u c e d  in t o  C o n g re ss . I n  a i l  m odesty I  can  

sa y  th a t I  stopped t h is  i n  i t s  t r a c k s ,  otnerw xse th e  U. S .  

Gov v icn t w ith  a i l  i t s  power to -d a y  would have been in  

tho m idst o f  our tim b e r la n d s ,  the r e s u l t s  o f  w hich m ight  

have Leon u n fo rtu n a te  f o r  p r iv a t e  ow nership  o f  our f o r e s t  

a r e a s .  I t  a lw ays i s  good to  s i t  down and t a l k  w ith  y o u .

My k in d  r e g a r d s .

S in c e r e ly

-  2 -

T o ­
ft'r . W illia m  0 . ;<cKay
P r e s id e n t  G re a t N o rthern  Paper Company
201 D e v o n sh ire  S t r e e t
B o sto n
M ass: c h u s e t t s .
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D ear R a lp h  -

As re q u e ste d  b y  you I  lo o k e d  in t o  th e  re c o rd s  re ^  : 
l a t i n g  to  th e  proposed  “Mt. K at& h d in  N a t io n a l P a rk * . /

I t  i s  now f i f t e e n  y e a r s  s in c e  S e n a to r  B re w ste r, "--'V.
then  a R v p r e s e n t a t iv e ,  in tro d u c e d  th e  B i l l  f o r  th e  e s t a b l i s h -  ; - '
ment o f  t h i s  P a r k . I n  v iew  o f  h i s  h a v in g  made com plete  
amends and o f  h i s  h a v in g  a s su re d  no th a t  ho w ould w ithdraw  
the  B i l l  and would n e v e r ta k e  any f u r t h e r  a c t io n  to  in t e r f e r e  
w ith  B a x te r  S t a t e  P a rk , i t  would seem unw ise and u u f a i r . t o  
b r in g  the- m a tte r in t o  th e  p re se n t p o l i t i c a l  cam paign*

I t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  the  pro p o sed  Mt. Ra ta h d ln  N a tio n a l %  
P a rk  w ould have o b l i t e r a t e d  th e  a re a  donated b y  -f
S ta te  and-w ould  h ave  tu rn e d  i t '  o v e r  toyib©
raenfc. I  was much 'd is tr e sse d "  and 4 ^ ® d ia te ly : - im d e r tb b ® ^ * i|& ^ '> J:':-:'- i k ’" 
campaign t o  p r o te c t  what i s  now B axter  S ta te  'P a rk • w hidaf^% t;^g;- 
been'm y l i f e ’ s work. ... . - ,• -u.

- ■ ' ' ’ “ • - ■*-- . .r-- ~ v .- - " . •, • « - 4; JpLv f̂r-.'s''../ '
■ ; - ' , ; ; . Jo u rn e y s  were made to  @ ash in gto n . :;.:G arden .:Gixiba,. r  . ■
Cham bers o f  Commerce and s i m i l a r  o r g a n is a t io n s  were areus© ^.| - 
These gro u p s to o k a f i r m  sta n d  a g a in s t  R e p re s e n ta t iv e  Brew s­
t e r ’ s p r o p o s a l.  The la t e  George O t is  Sm ith  and o th e r p u b lic  
s p i r i t e d  Maine c i t i z e n s  gave  me t h e i r  c o r d ia l  s u p p o rt . I t  
was & lo n g  s t o r y  and a h a rd  f o u ;h t  c o n t e s t  b u t e v e n t u a lly  
I t  came out a l l  r i g h t .  The P a rk  a t  th a t  t im e , G ,000 a c r e s ,  
was save d  fo r  Maine and I s  now. _141 ,7 1 2  a c r e s .

I  ar; e n d e a v o r in g  to  keep e n t i r e ly  out o f  p o l i t i c a l  
c o n tr o v e r s y  and f e a r  t h a t  i f  “ B a x te r  S t a t e  P ark*  i s  Drought 
in t o  i t  ray name a l s o  w i l l  become In v o lv e d  b ecause  the  P ark  . 
and m y s e lf  a re  in s e p a r a b le .  T h is  b e in g  30 I  hope you w i l l  not 
d is t u r b  th e  p re s e n t  p e a c e fu l s i t u a t io n .  ’

M o,7  *
-

A lw ays w ith  my k in d  r e g a r d s .

S in c e r e ly

T o -
H onorab le  R a lp h  W .P a r r is  
room 520 a t  142 H ig h  S t r e e t  
P o rt la n d  
M aine.
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R A L P H  W.  F A R R I S

m j w t a r z z r
P o r t l a n d  3 . M a i n k  

Po r tla n d  4-3591

May 19,

. I i
Mct y  I f

Eonorable Percival P. Baxter 
Portland 3, Maine
Dear- Percy:

I received your good letter of May 6, giving me the in­
formation which I requested concerning the proposed uMt. 
Katahdin National. Park."

I note that it is now nearly fifteen years since Senator 
Brewster, a member of the House at that time, introduced the bill 
for the establishment of a National Park, taking in and surround­
ing the area which is now Baxter "'tate Park. I do not know what 
prompted Mr. Brewster at that time to introduce such a bill with­
out consulting you or the members of the Park Commission before : 
introducing such a vicious piece of legislation and only for . : 
your timely action there is no telling but what the Mt. Kat-ahdin 
region might be at this time a National -Park area. The Stajie 
would have lost the gift which you have made since this pro-* 
posed legislation. .

I agree with you that the proposed Mt. Katahdin National 
Park would have obliterated the area which had been donated 
by you in trust to the State and because of your activity 
at that time and your generosity since, the Park area now be­
longs to the ^tate of Maine for all its people and consists now 
of 141,712 acres.

You state that you- are endeavoring to keep out of political 
controversy and fear that if "Baxter State Park" is brought into 
it you will become involved because the Park and you are insep­
arable and you hope that I will not disturb the present peace 
of the situation. Insofar as I am concerned, I will not dis­
turb this situation. However, it is a matter of public record 
and it^can be bourn out by the congressional record that such 
a bilk^introduced by Mr. Brewster when he was a member of the 
House 'and it was aimed against the rights of the people of Maine, 
and if this matter should be brought into the campaign you may 
rest assured that I have not had anything to do with it as I 
will regard your wishes in this matter.

Best wishes and kindest personal regards.

S^jS^erely,

/ ?  FARRIS
Hv/h/ibr

RALPH
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Dear Ralph -

On r e tu r n in g  home from R an geley  I, have  

your l e t t e r  o f  th e  n in e te e n th  and thank you f o r  I t *

You c e r t a in ly  are most c o n s id e r a te  and i f

t h e  m a tter  o f  th e  Park i s  brought i n t o  th e  p r e se n t  p o ­

l i t i c a l  c o n te s t  I  s h a l l  know i t  was n o t done by you*

TT"

T o- 1

H onorable Ralph W. P a r r is  
room 520
No. 142 High S t r e e t
P o rtla n d
M aine.
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Volume III

Speeches and National Park Controversy 
Correspondence

Part 6: Miscellaneous Personal Documents

O V ER V IEW

The miscellaneous documents in this part of the compilation have no direct bearing on the Governor’s vision for 
Baxter State Park. Rather they consist of biographical material, various honors and tributes that he received, and trust 
and estate documents.

ANNOTATIONS

6.1 Biographical M aterial

The biographical materials focus on the period of Baxter’s tenure as Governor (1921-1925). They include his offi­
cial announcem ent o f G overnor Frederick Parkhurst’s death on 31 January 1921, two resumes, and a speech that was 
delivered at the dedication o f  the M aine Sailors and Soldiers M emorial in K ittery  on 11 Novem ber 1924. The speech 
was placed in a time capsule that was not to be opened until Armistice D ay in  1999.

The two resumes, one prepared  for the National Cyclopedia o f American Biography and the 1924 tim e capsule 
speech shed light on B ax ter’s fam ily history and personal life as well as his sense  o f accom plishm ent in public office. 
It is interesting to note that w hile his Mt. Katahdin State Park project was m entioned  in the two resumes, his guber­
natorial administration’s m o st significant legacy was perceived to be the protection o f the state’s water power 
resources. In a somewhat ironic passage in the M aine Sailors and Soldiers M em orial “tim e capsule” speech he 
lamented: “I leave office in a few weeks, cheerful and happy, but with regret that I can not do all the things I would 
like to do for my State and h e r  People.”1 In this self-deprecating assessment o f  h is accom plishm ents in the public sec­
tor, there is no hint of w hat h e  m ay have had in m ind as a private citizen for M t. Katahdin and the surrounding region.

There were two events in B ax te r’s life that w ould prove to have profound influence on his desire to create a state 
park at Katahdin. The first w as young Percival’s visit w ith his father, James Phinney  Baxter, to the Oquossoc Angling 
A ssociation from 24 M ay to  3 June 1884. The records o f the association report that the largest fish caught during the 
visit “was taken in C upsuptic lake June 2nd, by Percival, and weighted seven and  three quarters pounds before being 
dressed. The guide made h is  weight eight pounds, when taken from the w ater.”2 This was the famous eight pound 
squaretail trout that is the sub ject o f B axter’s 1964 retrospective account, w h ich  reads, in part, as follows:

Fish were not b iting . A bout an hour before dusk my father said to m e “M y boy; for every trout you catch 
five pounds or ov er I w ill give you $10.00 per pound”. In less than an hour, entirely by my own efforts, I 
brought an eight pound  trout into the boat. I was the hero of the day. . . .

1 “A rm istice Day -  N ovem ber E leven -  1924,” p. 2.
2 H arland R. Kidder, Superintendent o f the Oquossoc A ngling Association, le tter o f  7 July 1958 to Percival P. Baxter.
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That evening in the Club House where the members were sitting before the fire in due ceremony I was pre­
sented with eight $10 bills. After I put these in my pocket one of the Club members said, “Now young man 
what are you going to do with all this money?” My reply was made promptly “I am going to put it in the 
Bank.” Everyone present was much amused. On returning to Portland I placed the money in the Bank and 
have left it there ever since, eighty years.3

The bank account reportedly had grown to in excess of $1,000 by the time of Baxter’s death.

The second profound experience was Baxter’s participation in the 1920 expedition to K atahdin organized by Patten 
lumberman, Burton W. Howe. Arthur G. S tap les’s lengthy account of the expedition appeared in the Lewiston Journal 
M agazine Section on 2 October 1920.4 Both the quality of the m icrofilm  image and its length preclude reproduction 
here; however, those interested in this form ative experience are encouraged to examine S tap les’s article.

In brief, the trip was conceived as a way o f p rom oting B axter’s proposal to create a state park a t Katahdin com m em ­
orating the centennial year of M aine’s statehood. The expedition included not only Baxter, a candidate for the next 
President o f the Senate, but also Charles P. B arnes, who was widely regarded as the favored candidate for Speaker 
in the next House of Representatives. The gu ide was Roy Dudley. The expedition’s itinerary included crossings of 
both the East Branch of the Penobscot and W assataquoik Stream and the trek from Katahdin L ake  to Chimney Pond. 
B axter’s ascent to M onum ent Peak was via the Pam ola Trail and the Knife Edge. Staples reported  Baxter stating after 
reaching the summit: “I w ouldn’t do it again fo r a million; I w ouldn’t have missed it for a m illion .”5

6.2 Public Perceptions, e.g., Honors, Tributes, Testimonials

Throughout Governor B axter’s lifetime he w as the recipient o f numerous awards and tributes. C orrespondence per­
taining to many of those awards and tributes appear in chronological order. The recognition w as both from  within the 
State o f M aine and the wider environmental com m unity, including officials o f the U. S. D epartm ent o f the Interior.

The m ost significant in-state recognition, o ther than earlier legislative initiatives naming B ax ter Peak6 and Baxter 
State Park7 for the form er Governor, was the sculpture executed in bas-relief that was unveiled on 24 M arch 1965 at 
the State H ouse during the 102nd Maine L eg isla tu re’s tribute.

Governor B axter’s m ost notable national recognition  was the Conservation Service Award, the  U . S. Departm ent of 
In terio r’s highest acknowledgm ent of achievem ent that was conferred upon him  by Secretary S tew art L. U dall on 25 
M ay 1962. In addition, in 1965 a number o f  prom inent Americans, including President L yndon B. Johnson and 
Supreme C ourt Justice W illiam O. Douglas, w ro te  tributes at the request o f Edmund Ware S m ith  o f Damariscotta. 
Justice D ouglas’s hand-written letter read as follow s:

Percival P. Baxter is our foremost conservationist. He was a pioneer whose voice pleaded  for wilderness val­
ues when exploitation was the them e o f  the day. Biologist, botanist, ecologist— he has helped educate two 
generations o f Americans on the sp iritual values o f the outdoors, o f free-flowing rivers, o f alpine meadows, 
o f cold pure springs.8

3 Retrospective “fish account” by Percival P. B axter, circa 1964.
4 A microfilm  copy o f the account can be found  at the Lewiston Public Library. Quality issues and the sheer length 
preclude reprinting o f the article and the extraordinary photographs from the expedition.
5 A rthur G. Staples, “Katahdin— The H ighest M ountain in the W ildest Park of New E ngland— The Story of a 
Seventy-Five M ile Trip to Its Summit, Told in Plain Prose with Many Adventures,” Lewiston Journal, October 2, 
1920, M agazine Section, p. 5.
6 Resolves 1931, Chap. 94, RESOLVE, C hanging the Name of M onum ent Peak on Mt. K atahdin to Baxter Peak, 
Approved A pril 2, 1931.
7 Resolves 1933, Chap. 103, RESOLVE, N am ing That Portion of Township 3, Range 9, W .E.L.S., Piscataquis County, 
5,960 Acres, Donated to the State by Percival P roctor Baxter, “Baxter State Park,”
Approved M arch 23, 1933.
8 W illiam O. Douglas letter of 19 July 1965 to  E dm und Ware Smith.
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6.3 Wills and Trusts

The principal items in this final segment are Percival P. Baxter’s will dated 9 September 1966 and the 18 May 1966 
amendment to the Trust of 6 M y 1927. It was through this inter vivos trust created in 1927, as amended through 18 
May 1966, wherein Governor Baxter donated the residuary of his trust estate to Baxter State Park with instructions 
to Boston Safe Deposit and Trust Company, as trustee. This is the so-called “Boston Trust.” In addition, copies of the 
Private and Special Law of 1961 and 1965, Chapters 21 and 30, respectively, are included. These were the legisla­
tive vehicles for the acceptance of gifts of capital stock creating the Baxter State Park Trust Fund. This trust fund is 
commonly referred to as the so-called “State Trust.”
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‘For The National Cyclopedia of American Biography-
Jame3 T. White Zz Co., 70 Fifth Ave., Hew York City 
(Publishers)..... .. . .

BAXTER, Percival Proctor, 4Gth Governor of maine
(1921-1924), was born at Portland, haine, Hov. 22, 1876, son of Janes 
Phinney (q.v.) and Liehetabel Cummings (Proctor) Baxter. His earliest 
known paternal American ancestor was Simon Baxter who resided at New 
London, Conn, in 1721. From Simon and his first wife Abigail Mann, the 
line of descent is traced through their son William; his son Elihu and 
his wife Triphena Taylor; their son Elihu Baxter and his second wife 
Sarah Cone, who were the grandparents of Percival Proctor Baxter. ‘Phe 
tradition is that Simon Baxter waa a kinsman of Rev. Richard-Baxter of 
‘‘Saint's Rest11 fane. He subsequently settled at Hebron, Conn., where he 
added to his homestead many other acres, and in spite of the hard times 
of the wilderness and the Indian wars accumulated and maintained a com­
petency. William Baxter was a soldier in Captain Hierley's company 
from Middletown, Conn,, in the French and Indian war, and a member of 
the ill-fated expedition against Havana, Cuba, in 1762. Elihu Baxter 
was an eminent physician of Gorham and Portland, Maine, James Phinney 
Baxter of Portland, Maine, father of the governor, was a financier, his­
torian and author. On his mother's side he is descended from the Puri­
tans who founded the Massachusetts Bay Colony in 1628-9, and is the lin­
eal descendant of seven Colonial Governors of Massachusetts, and of John 
Proctor the Galen'witchcraft martyr. Percival Proctor Baxter received
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his early education in the public schools of Portland and in the 
Eton House School, London, England. He was graduated A. B. at Bow- 
doin College in 1898 and at Harvard Law School in 1901 with the 
degree L.L.B., and in the sane year was admitted to the Maine and 
Suffolk County (Mass.) bar. He never actively engaged in the 
practice of law bp:t devoted himself to business and to public affairs. 
He served in the Maine house of representatives during 1905-06,
1917-18, 1919-20, and was a leader in the eqeial seiffrage movement.
In 1920 and 1924 he was a delegate to the Hepublican national conven­
tion, the latter year being Chairman of the Maine delegation. He 
served in the State senate during 1909-10 and 1921, and was president 
of that body. Upon the death of Governor Frederick Hale lkxrkhurst, 
who had been in office but twenty-five days, he succeeded him as 46th 
governor of Maine, January 3l3t, 1921, for the term 1921-22, and was 
elected for the term 1923-24. Governor Baxter has been identified 
with the movement to conserve and develop, for the benefit of the 
people of Maine, the great natural resources of the state, its water 
power and timberlands. ‘these resources had cose under the control 
of private monopolies which exercised a dominating influence over state 
politics, and Governor Baxter established the principle now accepted as 
a fixed state policy, that the people of Maine should control these re­
sources and that Maine's water power should be controlled by and for 
the benefit of the public. Governor Baxter was the sponsor of the 
Maine Water Power Commission and of the movement to make Mt. Hat olid in, 
the highest peak in the State, a state park and forest reserve. As an



active opponent of the water power lobby, he won a spectacular 
victory to the winter, of 1922-1923 by defeating the legislature 
in its attempt to convey to private interests one of the largest 
watersheds of the upper Kennebec. The bill had been passed by 
the legislature, vetoed by the governor, and passed over his ve­
to, when he had a petition for a people's referendum prepared and 
circulated, which received over 25,000 signatures within ten days. 
After that occurred without waiting for a referendum the legis­
lature promptly repealed the measure which it twice had passed. 
Governor Baxter is also a fearless opponent of special privilege 
and sponsored the anti-pas3 law which destroyed the hold of the 
transportation companies upon state politics. As a lover of an­
imals and sponsor of humane legislation, Governor Baxter secured 
the passage of the first state anti-vivisection lav/ applying to 
all schools within the state receiving money from the public 
treasury. He was the -leader of the woman's suffrage and prohibi­
tion causes in the Maine legislature both before and at the time 
of the Ratification of the 18th and 19th Federal constitutional 
amendments. He is vitally interested in humane education, and 
upon the death of his dog "Garry", a favorite companion, he caused 
the flag on the state-house to be displayed at half-mast to remind 
the public of the faithful services and sacrifices of animals and 
the duty of humane appreciation and kindness, lie gave special at­
tention to the public school system of the state, expecially the 
rural schools in the small places, with the result that to-day 
every child in Maine is able to get an elementary education. He
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also proposed a constitutional amendment prohibiting the use of 
any public money for sectarian schools, and was sponsor of the 
law requiring the reading of the Bible in the public schools.
lie succeeded in reducing the state tax by 49 per cent during 

his first tern as governor. He insisted on rigid economy in state 
expenditures, a policy which extended to his own household, lead­
ing him to refuse to accept an appropriation of ;;ji27,000. which the 
legislature made for the maintenance of the executive mansion.
He is a member of the Phi Beta Kappa Society, Delta Kappa Epsi­
lon fraternity, the Harvard clubs of Boston and New York, and 
the Cumberland and other local clubs of Maine. He finds his 
chief recreation in yachting, farming and in the ovit-of-door life 
of the Maine woods. He is a Congregationalism and unmarried.
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PERCIVAL P. BAXTER

G overnor o f  Maine# 1921— 1925

llie  H onorable P o ro tv a l  P* B a x te r  o f  P o r tla n d  was P re s id e n t 

o f  th e  S ta te  S ena te  I n  1921# and  became G overnor o f  Maine upon th e  

d e a th  o f  Governor P a rk h u rs t on January 1921* He was e le c te d  

G overnor i n  Septem ber, 1922# f o r  a  tana, end ing  January#  1925# nois­

in g  a  fo u r  y e a r  service.
G overnor B ax te r  was b o m  i n  Portland.# November 22nd# 1876# th e  

son o f  Hon* James Phinney B axter#  s ix  tim e s  Mayor o f  P o rtlan d *  He 

ob ta in e d  h i  a e a r ly  e d u c a tio n  i n  th e  p u b l ic  sc h o o ls  o f  F o rtlan d #  and 

f i t t e d  f o r  c o lle g e  a t  th e  E ton  House School# London# England# and from 
th e  P o r tla n d  High S chool from  w hich ho g ra d u a ted  i n  1894* He th e n  

e n te re d  Bowdoin C ollege# g ra d u a tin g  w ith  h o n o rs  i n  1898* W hile i n  

c o lle g e  ho  was a  member o f 1 th e  D e lta  Kappa E p s ilo n  f r a t e r n i ty #  was 

e d i to r  o f  th e  Bowdoin O rien t#  and  i n  1897 was one o f  th e  o r ig in a to r s  

and th e  f i r s t  e d i to r  o f  th e  Bowdoin Q u ill#  a l i t e r a r y  p e r io d ic a l*

Ho was a l s o  a  member o f  th e  h o n o ra ry  s o c ie ty  o f  P h i B eta  Kappa* A f te r  

p u rsu in g  l e g a l  s tu d ie s  i n  th e  o f f i c e  o f  Libby# R obinson & T urner and 

a t  th e  H arvard  law  School# from  w hich he re c e iv e d  th e  d eg ree  o f  LL*B. 

in  1901# h e  was a d m itte d  to  th e  S u ffo lk  County Bar# M assachusetts#  and 

to  th e  Cumberland County Bar# ^ a in e#  i n  1901* He i s  a  member o f  th e  

Cumberland# L in co ln  and P o r tla n d  clubs#  Howard C lubs o f  B oston and  Mew 

York# and  o f th e  F o r t la n d  Y acht Club*

G overnor B ax te r  h a s  been  a c t i v e  i n  R epub lican  S ta te  Conventions# 

and in  1920 was a  d e le g a te  to  th e  N a tio n a l R ep u b lican  C onvention i n  

Chicago* He h as had  a  lo n g  and a rd uous s e rv ic e  a s  a  member o f  th e  

L e g is la tu re  i n  b o th  b ranches}  s e rv in g  in  th e  House o f  R e p re se n ta tiv e s  

i n  1905-1906, 1917-1918, 1919-1920, and  i n  th e  S ena te  i n  1909-1910, 

1921-1922* In  1921 h i s  su p p o rt f o r  th e  p re s id e n c y  o f  th e  S enate  was 

so s tro n g  th a t  no opponent d e c la re d  h im s e lf  a g a in s t  him and he was 

e le o to d  unanim ously  to  t h i s  o f f ic e *

D uring th e  tim e  Governor B ax te r was i n  th e  L e g is la tu re  he to o k  an 

a c t iv e  i n t e r e s t  i n  Woman* s S u ffra g e  and f o r  th r e e  s e s s io n s  was th e  

le a d e r  o f  th e  movement in  th e  Maine L e g is la tu re *  S in ce  he became 

Governor he has shown th a t  he was s in c e re  i n  h i s  d e s i r e  th a t  women 

should  be re c o g n ise d  p o l i t i c a l l y  f o r  lie lias  a p p o in te d  women as  P ro-
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b a t io a  O ff ic e r  upon B oards o f  h o s p i t a l  T ru s te e s  and o th e r  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  

boards#  and h a s  a ls o  a p p o in te d  one wosaan a s  a  member o f  th e  Board o f 

County Commissioners# and  one to  th e  im p o r ta n t p o s i t io n  o f  a  member o f  

th e  Board o f  R e g i s t r a t io n  o f  M edicine■

Governor B ax te r i s  a  g r e a t  lo v e r  o f  a n im a ls  and# b o th  a s  a  p r iv a te  

c i t i z e n  and i n  p u b lic  l i f e #  h a s  ta k e n  an  a c t iv e  I n t e r e s t  i n  t h e i r  w el­

f a r e  and done much tow ards f u r th e r in g  th e  humane work o f  th e  S ta te *  

G overnor B ax te r was th e  f a th e r  o f  th e  f i r s t  law  a g a in s t  v iv is e c t io n *

He in tro d u c e d  in to  th e  L e g is la tu re  and sco u red  th e  p a ssag e  o f  th e  f i r s t  

a n t i - v iv i s e c t i o n  law  t h a t  was e v e r p la c e d  upon th e  s t a t u t e s  o f  th e  s ta te #  

and Maine i s  th e  f i r s t  s t a t e  to  p a ss  any  a n t i - v i v i s e c t i o n  le g i s la t io n *  

Governor B ax te r  a l s o  was th e  f i r s t  G overnor t o  i s s u e  a  p ro c la m a tio n  

e s ta b l i s h in g  B ird  Bay# w hich was done to  I n t e r e s t  th e  c h i ld r e n  in  th e  

S ta te  i n  th e  Im p o rtan t s u b je c t  o f  c o n se rv a tio n  0f  b i r d  l i f e *

G overnor B ax te r  was th e  f a t h e r  o f  th e  f i r s t  a n t i - p a s s  law  to  be 

i n i t i a t e d  i n  th e  S ta te #  w hich made i t  i l l e g a l  f o r  t r a n s p o r ta t io n  com­

p a n ie s  t o  i s s u e  p a s s e s  to  p u b l ic  o f f i c i a l s *  She p a ssag e  o f  t h i s  law 

h as had  a  v e ry  wholesome e f f e c t#  and  p u b l ic  o f f i c i a l s  a r e  no lo n g e r  

u n d e r o b l ig a t io n  to  p u b lic  s e r v ic e  c o rp o ra tio n s*

Two q u e s t io n s  w ith  w hich Governor B ax te r  h a s  became id e n t i f i e d  

a re  th e  p re s e rv a t io n  o f  M aine*a f o r e s t s  and th e  p u b lic  c o n tr o l  o f  M aine 's  

w a ter powers f o r  th e  b e n e f i t  o f  Maine people*  G overnor B ax te r d e s i r e s  

th a t  th e  s t a t e  o f  Maine b e g in  to  buy up w aste  and  bu rned  over tim ber lan d  

to  be  u sed  f o r  r e f o r e s t a t i o n  so t h a t  i n  th e  y e a r s  to  come Maine may have 

f o r e s t  re s o u rc e s  t h a t  w i l l  p ro v id e  such f o r e s t  p ro d u c ts  a s  a re  re q u ire d  

by th e  S ta te *  T hat Maine once owned 9*000*000 a c r e s  o f  tim b e rla n d  and 

now owns b u t  300*000 *  and t h i s  c u t up and s c a t t e r e d  i n  d i f f e r e n t  p a r t s  

o f  th e  S ta te  -  shows th e  n e c e s s i ty  f o r  some d e f i n i t e  program  o f  re g a in in g  

w aste  la n d s  f o r  r e f o r e s t a t i o n  purposes*  G overnor B ax te r  i s  th e  f a th e r  

o f th e  Mount S a ta h d ln  S ta te  Pork p r o j e c t ,  and h e  b e l ie v e s  th a t  th e  S ta te  

should  b e g in  to  a c q u ire  th e  moat p ic tu re s q u e  p o r t io n s  o f  Mount M atahdin 

so t h a t  e v e n tu a lly  th e  S ta te  may own th e  e n t i r e  M ountain and make i t  th e  

f i n e s t  r e c r e a t io n  spo t in  th e  Mow England S ta te s*  The p la n  i s  to  la y  ou t 

ro ad s  and b u i ld  oamps in  t h i s  t e r r i t o r y  so  t h a t  p eop le  o f  m oderate means 

may en joy  t h i s  w onderfu l scenery*
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In  re g a rd  t o  th e  Maine W ater Power p rob lem , Governor B a x te r  

b e l ie v e s  th e re  a r e  th r e e  c a r d in a l  p o in ts  t two o f  th o se  have been  

s e t t l e d  a f t e r  a  o o n te a t  o f  f iv e  y ears}  th e  t h i r d  I s  a s  y e t  u n s e t t l e d ,

She f i r s t  I s  t h a t  M aine’ s  W ater Powers and  W ater S to rage  s h a l l  

bo k e p t w ith in  th e  S ta te  and u se d  h e re  f o r  th e  b e n e f i t  o f  M ain e 's  

p e o p le , and t h a t  I f  th e s e  n a tu r a l  re s o u rc e s  a r e  d ev e lo p ed  by p r iv a te  

c o rp o ra t io n s , I t  sh o u ld  be  done u n d e r l e a s e s  m a t te r  th a n  by deeds 

w hich would t r a n s f e r  th e  t i t l e ] t o  s a id  c o rp o ra t io n s .  Under a  le a s e  

th e  S ta te  would r e t a i n  a c tu a l  ow nersh ip , and th e  l e a s e  would b r in g  in to  

th e  S ta te  a  rev en u e  I n  th e  form  o f  r e n t a l  w hich w ould be a p p l ie d  tow ards 

red u c in g  th e  ta x  b u rd en s o f  th e  p e o p le ,

second i s  t h a t  w here a  v a lu a b le  f r a n c h is e  I n  th o  p u b l ic  

la k e s  h as  been  GIVEN to  a  c o rp o ra t io n , t h a t  t h e  s t a t e  may ta k e  back  

th e  f r a n c h is e  i f  th e  p u b lic  need s  r e q u ir e  i t .  w ith o u t th e  S t a t e 's  being  

o b lig e d  to  pay  f o r  th e  f r a n c h is e  i t s e l f ,  The S ta te  w ould, o f  c o u rse , 

pay f o r  any money t h a t  had  a c tu a l ly  been  expended o n , o r  In v e s te d  i n ,  

th e  p ro p e r ty  by  th e  c o rp o ra t io n , and w ould re im b u rse  th e  c o rp o ra tio n  f o r  

a l l  i t s  o u t la y s ,  b u t  th e  S ta te  w ould n o t  be o b l ig e d  to  pay  f o r  a  f r a n c h is e  

which I t  ffave sway and  w hich i t  sought to  ta k e  back  f o r  th e  p u b lic  n e e d s , 

These two p o in ts  have b een  s e t t l e d ,  The t h i r d ,  w hich i s  a s  y e t  

u n s e t t l e d ,  i s  t h a t  th e  S ta te  sh o u ld  encourage th e  p r iv a te  developm ent 

o f  W ater Powers by  th e  c o n s tru c tio n  o f S ta te  a to rag®  r e s e r v o i r s .  These 

r e s e r v o i r s  w i l l  h o ld  back  th o  f lo o d  w a te rs  o f  th e  s p r in g  and e a r ly  summer, 

so t h a t  th e  flow  o f  a l l  Maine r i v e r s  w i l l  be c o n s ta n t ,  and t h i s  would 

p ro v id e  a dependable  so u rce  o f  power f o r  th e  m i l l  owners on M ain e 's  r i v e r s .  

These r o s o rv o ir s  can  be b u i l t  by th e  S ta te  on a  b u s in e s s  b a s is  and w i l l

r e tu r n  to  th e  S ta te  a  handsome income upon th e  in v e s tm e n t. T h is  income
% : !

would red u ce  th e  ta x  le v ie s  o f  th e  S ta te ,  w h ile  th e  p r iv a te  w a te r power
t

ow ners^w hoae c o n f l i c t in g  I n t e r e s t s  now p re v e n t them from  u n i t in g  in  

b u ild in g  s to ra g e  dams, w i l l  be g r e a t ly  b e n e f i te d  >*y t h i s  c o n s tru c tio n . 

Governor B ax te r  h as  alw ays been I n  fa v o r  o f  S ta te  and N a tio n a l 

P r o h ib i t io n  and 1ms ta k e n  a  p o s i t iv e  s ta n d  in  f a v o r  o f  s t r i c t  and im­

p a r t i a l  enforcem ent o f  th e  P r o h ib ito ry  Law, He h a s  re p e a te d ly  announced 

h i s  purpose to  g iv e  th e  s h e r i f f s  o f th o  S ta te  w hatever su p p o rt th o y  

need and i s  d e te rm in ed  to  e n fo rc e  th e se  laws so t h a t  .the S ta te  w i l l
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alw ays l i v e  up  to  I t s  tem perance p r i n c i p l e s .

Governor B ax te r  I s  a  b e l ie v e r  In  good ro a d s  ,  and I s  o f  th e  

o p in io n  t h a t  th e  ro a d s  o f  th e  S ta te  sh o u ld  a t  a l l  tim es be p ro p e r ly  

m a in ta in e d . He does n o t b e l ie v e  t h a t  I t  i s  w ise  t o  b u i ld  expensive 

ro ad s  and  th e n  a llo w  them to  f a l l  i n t o  decay* The Governor a ls o  d e s i r e s  

to  do e v e ry th in g  I n  h i s  power to  b u i ld  up  th e  sch o o l system  o f  th e  

S ta te  and h as  made e x te n s iv e  t r i p s  o v e r th e  S ta te  p e r s o n a l ly  i n v e s t i ­

g a tin g  sch o o l c o n d i t io n s .  He b e l ie v e s  t h a t  above a l l  e l s e  th e  c h ild re n  

o f  th e  S ta te  shou ld  be g iv en  a  f a i r  s t a r t  i n  l i f e ,  and he  hopes to  see  

M aine’s p e rc e n ta g e  o f  i l l i t e r a c y  g r e a t ly  red u ced  d u rin g  h i s  term  o f  o ffice*  

The c h ie f  accom plishm ent o f th e  8 0 th  L e g is la tu re  un d er Governor 

B ax te r was th e  e x tra o rd in a ry  re d u c tio n  i n  th e  S ta te  ta x e s .  The f ig u r e s  ek< 

show t h a t  th e  S ta te  t a x  f o r  th e  c a le n d a r  y e a r  1921 i s  b u t  51}£ o f  th e  

av erag e  S ta te  ta x  f o r  th e  y e a rs  1919— 1921, The t o t a l  S ta te  t a x  le v ie d
!

a g a in s t  th e  c i t i e s  and  tow ns in  1920 was $ 4 ,1 3 9 ,0 9 3 ,5 8 , w hereas th e  

t o t a l  S ta te  ta x  le v ie d  a g a in s t  th e  same c i t i e s  and tow ns fo lr th e  12 .
ji

m onths o f 1921 i s  $2 ,093 ,672 ,47*  T h is  shows a  sav in g  to  th e  peo p le  

o f  th e  S ta te  in  t i l l s  one ite m  o f  $ 2 ,0 4 5 ,4 2 1 ,0 3 , T h is  in  s p i te  o f 

th e  f a c t  t h a t  ample p ro v is io n  h as  been made to  ta k e  c a re  o f  th e  s t a t e  j

i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  s t a t e  d ep artm en ts  and  s t a t e  c h a r i t i e s ,  and a  re a so n a b le  ii
m argin  a llo w ed  f o r  c o n tin g e n c ie s , '

Chough Governor B ax te r became G overnor u n d e r t r y in g  and u n u su a l :
i

c ircu m stan ces  y e t ,  b ecau se  o f  t h i s ,  h e  came f r e e  from  any prom ises o r  :
fi

o b l ig a t io n s  ex p re ssed  o r Im p lied , and  so , i n  c a r ry in g  on th e  work o f  h i s  :

o f f i c e ,  i s  re s p o n s ib le  o n ly  t o  th e  p eo p le  o f  M aine, While Governor j

o f  th e  S ta te  o f Maine he d e s i r e s  to  be  th e  G overnor o f  th e  whole S ta te ,  

to  a c t  f o r  th e  i n t e r e s t  o f  a l l  th e  p eo p le  o f  th e  S ta te ,  and to  recog ­

n iz e  o r  fa v o r  no s p e c ia l  g roups o r i n t e r e s t s :  and to  do t h i s  r e g a rd le s s  

of any p e rs o n a l  p o l i t i c a l  success o r f a i l u r e  w hich I t  may b r in g .  

A cco rd ing ly  h i s  o p p o r tu n i t ie s ,  a s  w e ll  a s  h i s  o b l ig a t io n s  to  th e  peo p le  

o f Maine a r e  g r e a t .
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January 31, 1921.

* So th e  P eo p le  o f  th e  S ta te  o f  Maine and t o  th e  s e n a to r s  and 

• R e p r e se n ta tiv e s  o f  th e  E ig h t ie t h  l e g i s l a t o r s  now in  s e s s i o n .

I t  has become my sad d u ty  to  announoe t o  you th a t  Governor 

Frederiok: Hale F arkh urst d ie d  a t  h i s  o f f i c i a l  r e s id e n c e  in  A ugusta, 

a t tw elve  m inutes a f t e r  n in e  o ’ oloofc t h i s  m orning, January t h i r t y  

f i r s t ,  n in e te e n  hundred tw en ty  o n e .

s t r ic k e n  In  th e  prime o f  l i f e  as he stood  upon th e th re sh o ld  o f  

an honorab le and u s e f u l  career  a s  C h ief E x e c u t iv e , h is  d ea th  b r in g s  

deep sorrow  t o  our s t a t e .  Our sym pathy g o e s  out t o  th e members 

o f  h is  fa m ily  in  t h i s  hour o f  t h e i r  g r i e f .

?he body o f  the l a t e  Governor w i l l  l i e  in  s t a t e  in  th e  rotunda  

o f th e  C a p ito l on Wednesday February seoond n ex t and b u s in ess  w i l l  

be suspended  in  th e  S ta te  House on th a t day a s  w e l l  a s  on th e  day  

Of the fu n e r a l .

I  su g g e s t  th a t  a  ocm m ittse o f  th e  S en ate  and House he app ointed  

t o  co n fer  w it h  me about th e  arrangem ents to  be made b y  th e  S ta te  f o r  

th e  fu n e r a l oerem on ies.

In  accordance w ith  the p r o v is io n s  o f  th e  c o n s t i t u t io n  and the laws 

o f  M aine, I  have assum ed th e  d u t ie s  o f  C hief E x ec u tiv e  and hereby  

r e q u e s t  th a t  a l l  p u b lio  o f f i c e s  w ith in  th e  S ta te  be c lo s e d  upon th e  

d&y o f  th e  fu n e r a l  ‘ih u rsd a y  February th ir d  and 1 have ordered a l l  

f la g s  upon th e  b u ild in g s  o f  th e  S ta te  t o  be p la ced  and t o  rem ain a t  

h a l f  mast f o r  a p e r io d  o f  s i x t y  d a y s  as a  mark o f  r e s p e o t  t o  our 

l a t e  G overnor.

(S ig n ed ) Feroival' R. B a x ter ,

G overnor.
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STATE OF MAINE 
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

AUGUSTA

To the People of th
Who shall open this box ip the years to come

!MBER ELEVEN -1924

Greetings!

It was at first planned to have some simple, commonplace tablet placed upon the bridge 
as its memorial feature and $5000 was appropriated for the purpose. This plan was about to be 
carried out when I came into the Governorship.

Due solely to my initiative and efforts and upon my suggestion the land on which this 
memorial is placed, bounded by four streets, was condemned and acquired by the State and 
dedicated for memorial purposes exclusively. My next step was to obtain a suitable design for 
the memorial itself. After consulting with sculptors and artists and conveying to them my ideas 
as to what I wanted, I selected the granite and bronze that today is to be formally dedicated. This 
entire memorial was conceived and carried out by me, the Smith Granite Co. of Westerly, Rhode 

, Island and Miss Bashka Paeff of Boston, Mass, doing the granite and the sculptural work 
respectively. The Governors Council and Soldiers' Memorial Committee merely ratified my 
plans.

War is based on hate and selfishness: Military power is fostered by vanity and pride and 
those who seek to perpetuate it do so to retain power and position.

I have spoken for Peace until they call me a Pacifist. I have endured abuse and ridicule 
because I have stood against those who by glorifying War hold back the World's progress toward 
Peace.

Our sailors and soldiers were brave men; they did their duty and rendered noble service. 
Civilians also are called upon to serve in times of Peace, and their heroisms entitle them to a 
place of honor on the Nation's rolls. All good citizens respond when called upon to serve, some 
in one way, others in another.

War must go. Its cruelty, its shame, its false glory have dominated human thought far too
long.

This bronze tablet is unique. Some sculptors wanted me to accept designs showing 
soldiers with guns and bayonets, dressed in uniform'and accoutered for war. These were tawdry 
and common. This bronze teaches the lessons of War's devastation, waste, and portrays its 
sacrifice. In the background the wounded are being helped to places of safety. I like the distant 
figures, they portray man’s finest qualities. The dogs are given prominent positions, one in the 
foreground lying beside his dead Master, the other following the wounded, every ready to
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respond. The dog is man’s most faithful affectionate and loyal friend: I insisted that he be 
recognized.

No doubt the World would be a far better place in which to live when this box is opened 
than it is today. Nations will be living peacefully side by side, wars will have gone forever and 
the Golden Rule will be much more nearly the adopted standard of conduct than it is today.

I have been Governor of Maine for four years, 1921, 1922,1923,1924. During that 
period 1 have been my own Master. My actions have been criticized by my enemies and my 
good deeds praised by my friends. The only enemies I have are the great corporations and their 
satellites and retainers. The people of Maine are my friends and believe in me. That is ample 
reward. My service has been filled with interest, I have done my duty fearlessly, and am grateful 
for the opportunity that was given me to serve my State. I love the people o f Maine and I love 
every foot of her soil. I leave office in a few weeks, cheerful and happy, but with regret that I 
can not do all the things I would like to do for my State and her People.

m

During my four years I have stood for the State’s retaining ownership of her publicly 
owned water resources, o f which there are not many left, and for their development by the State 
in the public interest. Moreover I have consistently maintained that the People own all the water 
in the lakes of Maine and should derive a direct income from such ownership. Public sentiment 
has not kept pace with my ideas, but the day will come when my views will be adopted. I hope it 
will not be too late.

The Children and the Dumb Animals of Maine have been my chief concern. I know the 
schools of Maine, have made friends with countless children and have done my best to stimulate 
them to work hard and to strive for the things that are really worth while. There is shocking 
neglect of, and much cruelty to animals in Maine. I have championed the animal cause. The 
law, against the sale of poor old horses, that prohibiting vivisection in the public schools, the 
law against exhibiting motion pictures in the production of which cruelty to animals was 
involved, all are my laws. I wish 1 might have done more, but I have made people think about 
animals and have led in the fight for those who can not speak for themselves. I want to be kind 
to every living creature.

My dog Garry II, Irish Setter lived with me in Augusta and when he died I ordered both 
flags, the U.S. flag and the Maine flag lowered at the State House for him. This created a great 
discussion all over the country, even from across the seas. I did it deliberately to call man’s 
attention to his duties toward the animals who serve and comfort him. I am glad I did it, and 
never have regretted doing so. My political enemies rejoiced thinking that I had committed 
political suicide. The answer is: I leave office stronger than 1 ever was before. Good old Gany 
II was the first dog in history to be thus honored. His spirit lives on and through him, dumb 
animals the World over will be treated more kindly and more mercifully.

In a few lines I can not review my life or my work. I am to be 49 years of age on 
November 22nd, 1924. Have served in the State House of Representatives three terms 1905-6, 
1917-18,1919-20; served in the State Senate 1909-10, and from January 5-31,1921, when as
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President of the body, on the death of Governor Frederick H. Parkhurst I became Governor for 
1921-22. I was elected Governor for 1923-24.

I am unmarried. Once I asked Margaret Payson of Portland to be my wife (January 18,
1914) but she declined. She still is unmarried. There is a young woman who now lives in Italy 
(Rome) who, were I a few years younger, I would ask to be my wife. Donna Santa Borghese, of 
the House of Borghese, daughter of the Head of that illustrious family. She is 27 years of age, 
attractive, brilliant, friendly and lovable. No doubt she would refuse me, for my surroundings 
differ so from hers that she would not be happy and contented here. She is wonderful: the few 
days I was with her will never be forgotten. She stimulates all with whom she comes in contact 
to do their best; she brings out the best in them. Maybe I shall see her again, but I almost fear to 
do so: it is hopeless. Her picture is in this letter and her full name is

Donna Santa Gaetana Sandomia Borghese, PhD.
Palazzo Borghese, Rome Italy

My sister Mrs. Madeleine B. Tomlinson and her two sons James Baxter and Edward have 
lived with me at die Blaine House Augusta for more than a year. Garry HI, 2 years 5 months is 
my constant companion (Irish setter). Miss Susan Ballow of Bath is my housekeeper, faithful 
and friendly, a most unusual woman.

W hatJ am to do after retiring from the governorship is doubtful. I hope to continue to be 
useful, and to do my part as a citizen. With health, means* position and experience I ought to 
find some niche into which I will f it

My sister Emily Poole Baxter July 15-1874-September 4-1921 was my devoted friend. 
She believed in me and I in her. Her loss was my greatest affliction. Had she been with me 
during these years she would have advised me kindly and wisely. She was brilliant, talented, 
simple o f taste, loveable and her presence would have strengthened me. I know that her spirit 
has guided me and comforted me.

During the World War, 1917-19191 was Chairman of one of the two Draft Boards in 
Portland, Me., and served throughout the War. It was a great experience and I learned much of 
human nature through contact with many of the 8000 men on my lists. It was real service, 
somewhat unappreciated by the public at large, but it was a vital part of the Country's Military 
resources.

This is but a brief and incomplete record, but as it may rest undisturbed for centuries 
beneath the granite block on the floor o f  the Memorial, it may prove of human interest to the 
Men and Women of Maine of - 1 know not when.

Percival Proctor Baxter 
Governor of Maine

- r r r r m  o  a
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J u ly  7 , 1958

H o n .P e rc iv a l F .B a x te r  
P o r t la n d ,  Maine

Dear Mr .B a x te r :  ,

I  was g r e a t ly  p le a se d  by your v i s i t  to  Oquossoc A ng ling  
l a s t  Sunday, and to  have th e  o p p o r tu n i ty  to  c h a t w ith  you 
ab o u t your memories of coming h e re  as a b o y .

I  f in d  in  th e  r e g i s t e r  t h a t  you were a t  O.A.A. w ith  your 
f a th e r  on th e  fo llo w in g  d a t e s .  Hay 3 0 ,1 8 8 3 - Hay 2 4 ,1884-Hay 26 
1385-Hay 2 5 ,1 3 8 7 - Hay 2 2 ,1 8 9 0 . I  f in d  t h a t  Eugene R .B a x te r  
and R upert B ax te r  a l s o  were h e re  Y/lth you a t  t im e s .  A no ther 
name t h a t  a p p e a rs  w ith  you rs a t  tim es i s  Geo. P .B a r r e t t  of 
P o r t la n d .  You w i l l  r / i th o u t  doub t r e c a l l  t h i s  g en tlem an .

The fo llo w in g  i s  ta k e n  from  th e  f i s h  re c o rd s  d a te d  1084.

”James P .B a x te r  P o rtlan d ,M a in e  May 2 4 , to  June 3 , s i x
days f i s h i n g  w ith  h is  son P e r c iv a l  P .Atoolc f i f t y  two f i s h , f o u r  
o f w hich Y/eighed tw en ty  fo u r  pounds. The l a r g e s t  was ta k e n  in  
C u p su p tic  lak e  June 2nd, by P e rc iv a l ,a n d  Y/eighed sev en  and th re e  
q u a r te r s  pounds b e fo re  b e in g  d r e s s e d .  The gu ide  made h is  w e ig h t 
e ig h t  pounds,w hen ta k e n  from  th e  w a te r .  The w e ig h t of th e  fo u r  
f i s h  when cau g h t v/ere as  fo l lo w s :  8 pounds, 6g p o u n d s ,5 pounds 
and 4i? pounds, t o t a l  w e ig h t 24 p o u n d s ."

I t  v/as in d eed  an honor and a p le a s u re  t o  have you v i s i t  
Oquossoc A n g lin g , and I  do hope you w i l l  s to p  h e re  a g a i n ,a t  
any tim e you a re  in  th e  r e g io n .

H arland  R .K idder Supt
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D ear S u p e r in te n d e n t K id d e r -

Your l e t t e r  o f J u ly  sev e n th , h as  come to  mo w ith  i t s  r e c o rd  o f  . 
f i s h i n g  a t  y o u r A s s o c ia t io n .  You a re  m ost k in d  to  g iv e  me t h i s  i n ­
fo rm a tio n  and I  thank you .

W ell do I  remember th e  s e v e r a l  f i s h in g  e x p e d i t io n s  w hich  my l a t e  
f a t h e r  and  m y se lf made when he  was a member o f  y o u r u s s o c iu t io n .  I  
r e c a l l  them as  among th e  m ost d e l i g h t f u l  days o f  my y o u th .

I
The r e c e p t io n  you gave to  ny f r i e n d  John  W ille y  and m y se lf  was 

most c o r d i a l  and c e r t a i n l y  when I  am i n  y o u r v i c i n i t y  a g a in  I  3 h a l l  
s to p  and  have a n o th o r p le a s a n t  t a l k  w ith  y o u . I f  I  cono a g a in  I  3 h a l l  
w ant t o  t r y  th e  f i s h in g  in  f r o n t  o f  y o u r  caups i f  t h a t  i s  p e rm it te d  
b ecau so  i f  I  remember c o r r e c t l y  th a t ,  was a fa v o ro d  l o c a t i o n .

I  hope th a t  you and y o u r members have  a  w o n d e rfu lly  f i n e  s e a s o n . 
I  know o f  no more b e a u t i f u l  l o c a t io n  th a n  y o u rs ,  r i g h t  a t  th e  h ead  
o f  t h a t  g r e a t  c h a in  o f  la k e s  th a n  w hich t h e r e  a r e  no f i n e r  i n  o u r 
e n t i r e  S t a t e .  '

W ith my p e r s o n a l  r e g a rd s  and hop ing  t h a t  we may m eet a g a in .

Mr. H arlan d  R . K idder 
S u p e r in te n d e n t  
Oquosaoc A n g lin g  A s s o c ia t io n  
O q u o sso c ,
M aine.

Most c o r d i a l l y

T o-
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D ear A r th u r  -

A few days ago I .w e n t to  M ooselookm eguntlc c h a in  o f  la k e s  an d  r e ­
v i s i t e d  th e .s c e n e s  o f  ray boyhood when a t  sev en  y e a r s  o f  age I  went 
f i s h i n g  w ith  ray f a t h e r  and cau g h t t h a t  fam ous 8 pound a q u a r e t a i l  t r o u t .

M.y f a t h e r  was a member o f  th e  Oquossoc A n g lin g  A s s o c ia t io n  and John 
W ille y  and I  c a l l e d  th e r e  th e  o th e r  d ay . The S u p e r in te n d e n t ,  H arland  
R. K id d e r , was most c o r d i a l  and he se n t ae  th e  fo l lo w in g  re c o rd  ta k e n  
from  th e  o ld  books o f  t h i s - c l u b ,  d a te d  June 2 , 1884 .

"Jam es P . B a x te r ,  P o r t la n d ,  M aine. May 24 , to  Juno 3 , 
s i x  days f i s h i n g  w ith  h i s  son P e r c iv a l  P . aged  7 y e a r s ,  
to o k  f i f t y  two f i s h ,  fo u r  o f w hich w eighed  tw o n ty  f o u r  ' 
p ounds. The l a r g e s t  was ta k e n  in  C u p su p tic  la k e  
June 2nd, by P o r c iv a l ,  and w eighed se v e n  and t h r e e -  
q u a r te r s  pounds b e fo re  b e in g  d r e s s e d .  The g u id e  made 
h i s  w e ig h t e ig h t  pounds when ta k e n  from  th o -w a te r .  The 
w eig h t o f  .the f o u r  f i s h  when c au g h t w ere a s  fo l lo w s :
0 pounds, 6 l / 2  p ounds, 5 pounds und 4 1 /2  pounds, t o ­
t a l ;  w e ig h t 24 p o u n d s ."  .

Those wore th o  days when f i s h i n g  was f i s h i n g . May be Gene L e- 
to u rn e a u  w ould l i k e  to  have t h i s  i te m  f o r  h i s  co lum n. I  was J u s t  a  
sm a ll boy s i t t i n g  .in  th e  m id d le  o f  th e  n o a t ,  h o ld in g  on to  a  s h o r t  
s tu b b y  ro d  w ith  b o th  hands and th e n  I  la n d e d  w ith  a y  own e f f o r t s  t h i s  
8 p o u n d e r. Of c o u rse  I  was a  h e ro  a t  th e  C lub t h a t  d a y . %

T here i s  n o th in g  s e n s a t io n a l  h ap p en in g  a ro u n d  h e r e .  The Summer 
i s  s l ip p in g  b y . P e r s o n a l ly  I  lo o k  fo rw ard  to  c o o le r  w e a th e r . A l­
though I  have c ro s s e d  A f r ic a  and th e  D e se rt o f  S a h a ra  in  t e r r i f i c  
h e a t  I  seem to  mind i t  more h e re  th a n  in  th o s e  p l a c e s .

My b e s t  w ish es  to  you and y o u r l i t t l e  f a m i ly .

C o r d ia l ly

T o-
Mr. A r th u r  C-. R ogers.
20 Edgewood S t r e e t  \
W a te r v i l le  ' •
M aine .



4j>n /}

o id?'

s f

*V / tz. .'

P1SRCIVAI, P »•'"BAXTERf FISH  ACCOUNT.
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Ysihen X, was s i x  year's o f  age  in  1882 ary fa th e r  James P, B axter
' \ ■■■.' ■. ■ ■: /. V-: '■ - /'■ .
to o k  me -on f i r s t  f i s h in g  t r i p  to  the. Woods o f  M aine. Each y ea r

t h e r e a f t e r  a lm ost w ith o u t in te r r u p t io n  u n til, h i s  d ea th  in  1921 I  a c ­

companied him on h is  f i s h in g  t r i p s .  In  th lfj way I  le a r n e d  to  lovd  

the w oods, .waters' and w ild  l i f e  o f  ■. Ma in o . ■

In  the. S p r in g  o f  18§4,; ary th ir d  t r i p  w itli my f a t h e r , ' we w en tfto  ; 

M ooselookm eguntic Lake, s ta y in g  a t  th e  Oquossoc A n g lin g  A s s o c ia t io n  

a t  In d ia n  Rock. On th e  l a s t  day o f  our v i s i t  i t  was e o ld ; and r a in y , 

b u t .we f i s h e d  ju s t  th e  same.; ; I rV a s la  sm a ll boy o f  se v e n  y e a r s , B i t t in g  

on th e  m iddle s e a t  amd h o ld in g  my rod w ith  both h a n d s . F i s h ‘were n o t ; 

b i t i n g .  About an hour b e fo r e  dusk my f a t h e r  s a id  to  me "My boy; f o r  1 

ev ery  tr o u t  you c a tc h  f i v e  pounds or over. I w i l l  g iv e  you |1Q,QQ per

pound",- In l e s s  than  an h om y , e n t i r e l y  by my. own e f f o r t s ,  I  brought
‘ ■ ‘ ‘ . . _ " .. ... • ' '• ‘ ‘ ' . \ ‘ ■ ! . . '

an e ig h t  pound tr o u t  in t o  th e  b o a t .  SI  waa th e  h ero  o f  th e^ d ay .

r . . . .  - t I •

That ev en in g  in  th e  Club House where th e  members were s i t t i n g  

b e fo r e  th e  f i r e  in  -due ceremony. I  was p r e se n te d  w ith * e ig h t  f lO . b i l l s .  

A fte r  I  put th e s e  in  my pocket one o f  th e  Club members s a id  "Now young 

man,what are you g o in g  t o  do w ith  a l l  th is-m o n ey  ?" , My r e p ly  was made

prom ptly "I am g o in g  to  put I t - i n  th e  Bank". Everyone p r e se n t was much 

amused* ; On r e tu r n in g  to  P ortlan d  I  p la c ed  th e  money in  th e  Bank and. 

have l o f t  i t  th e r e  e v er  s in c e ,  e ig h ty  y e a r s .
V

I  sh ou ld  l ik e  to  .h&vu t h i s  money used  by th e  F is h  and Game Da- 

partm ent to  purchase som ething f o r  th e  S ta te  Museum or to  be used  to  

te a c h  c h ild r e n  about th e  Woods and W ild L if e  in  our S t a t e .



'‘Percival P. Baxter’s Fish Account'^ ̂ so reads the .title t>f one of 
the. accounts at a Portland Bank. Behind it is a 73 years old story 
of sound management1, thrift and good sportsmanship.

' The account was opened in 1884 when Percival P. Baxter, former 
Governor of Maine, was 7 years' old. This actually started at 
Toothaker Cove in Cupsuptic Lake in the Rangeley region where young 
Baxter accompanied his fathwr on the boy’s 3rd fishing trip. His 
first trip was when he was 5 years old and he has fished at home and
abroad ever since. ' •,

*; - ’ . - *'; , • ‘ . _  ̂, ' » . ;

On this particular occasion it was 'the last day of that trip and 
the ̂ fish weren't biting very well. The boy who later was to become
one of Maine's outstanding benefactors was restless and the elder . •

; . - S
Baxter wanted to encourage his son and said to him "For every trout

i ■ ^  ■
you ctach weighing 5 pounds or more I will give you $10.oo per pound”.

1 * . ' -v-*This-offer had hardly been made when a ‘huge fish struck the baited 
hook,a«d identified by the guide as a trout because it kept lunging

' • : • V '• • \ ' • '
for 'deep water, /fche fish fought hard to break loose. Young Baxter, 
however, played it out as a veteran. It was a memorable fight. 
Eventually•the speckled beauty rolling on the surface near the boat was 
neatly led into the net by Uncle Jerry the guide. It was an Eastern

.1 A 1
■ B t e l S  ' .Square-tailed brook trout and weighed ateut^S pounds.

That evening at the dining-room of the Sporting Club the
S T^c/boy was the center of attraction,a»d as he: sax in front of the camp 

fire his father handed him the .$80.oo. One of the sportsmen asked 
the lad what he planned to do with all that money, and jfhe boy^^ ' 
promptly replied "I am going to put it in the Savings Bank”. To-day 
the ’’Percival P. Baxter Pish Account” has remained untouched in the



Y ' . ■
• • A

Bank and has grown to more than $1,000. in accumulated interest.
/

The. former Governor dono^ of the famous Baxter Park in the 
Katahdin region has provided that some day this is to be used for 
tlie protection of wild life in our State.

The Baxters have been successful business people. They also
have championed many things, that others can enjoy. Former Governor

. . r
Baxter’s contributions are myriad, many directly affecting the young 
people and the.natural resources of his State.

Mr. Baxter lives quietly at his home in Portland.
. , /One of the pictures on the walls shows him as 7 years old holding

his great catch. It represents more than an ordinary trophy in
r ■

the den of an unusual personality.



6.2 Public Perceptions



RESOLVES 1943 
CHAPTER 1

R E S O L V E S
OF THE

S T A T E  OF M A I N E
As Passed by the Ninety-first Legislature

19 43

Chapter 1

RESOLVE, Expressing the Appreciation of the State for the Gifts of 
Lands to the State by the Honorable Percival Proctor Baxter.

Whereas, former Governor Percival Proctor Baxter has once again 
deeded valuable property to the state for the benefit of its citizens, and

Whereas, he has again stated his intent and purpose to carry to comple­
tion a project for the benefit of his state that transcends anything any other 
individual has done for his state.

Appreciation of the state for gifts from Hon. P. P. Baxter. Resolved: 
That the people of the state of Maine do hereby express their deep appreci­
ation and gratitude for the generosity and public spirit of former Governor 
Percival Proctor Baxter in deeding to the state in trust certain lands to 
be used for public purposes; and be it further

Resolved: That a copy of this resolve duly authenticated by the secre­
tary of state be forwarded by said secretary of state to the Hon. Percival 
Proctor Baxter.

Effective July 9, 1943
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S e t ,  Ub

H o r a c e  Ma r o e n  A l b r ig h t

m R O C K E F E L L E R  P L A Z A  

N E W  Y O R K  20, N . Y.

October 20, 19*̂ 8

My dear Governor Baxters

1 returned Sunday from a long stay In 
the West. On inquiry today of the American Scenic and 
Historic Preservation Society I find that plans are going 

% forward for the award of the medals on November 36th, depend­
ing, of course, upon whether the men to be honored can be 
here th a t day. fh is  is  giving you a l i t t l e  advance notice,
I  th ink , but I  am sure you w ill hear o f f ic ia l ly  in  a day 
or two.

; $AX['
• - ' f a l J e r '  

■ y /

Your letter of September 3rd was forwarded 
to me In the West and I found it most interesting. Answer­
ing your inquiry, you will find that you are to be awarded 
the Gold Medal of the American Scenic and historic Preserva- 
tion Society, known as the Pugsley Medal, in recognition 
of your activities in the field of conservation: and parti­
cularly the establishment of the Baxter State Park and your 
parkway activities. This is the highest medal given in the 
United States for park achievement.

The Silver Medal will be awarded to 
Mr. Miner R. Tillotson, Regional Director of the National 
Park Service at Santa Fe, New Mexico and the Bronze Medal 
to Mr. Ellwood B. Chapman of Philadelphia for his park work 
in Pennsylvania.

Looking forward to seeing you, and with 
kindest regards, I am

Mr. Percival P. Baxter 
Portland 3 >
Maine
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"  THE AMERICAN

SCENIC AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION SOCIETY
SUB-TREASURY BUILDING  

W A LL AN D  N ASSAU STREETS 
NEW  YO R K 5

W H IT E H A L L  4 -0 3 2 7

PRESIDENT
G EO R G E M cA N E N Y

VICE-PRESIDENTS
H O R A CE  M. A L B R IG H T  

• G EO R G E A . B R A K E L E Y  

H. T A Y L O R  P H IL L IP S

VICE-PRESIDENT AND 
TREASURER

A LE X A N D E R  H A M ILTO N

Mr* Percival P* Baxter
Portland 3 
Maine

November 10, 1948

TRUSTEES
H O R A CE  M. A L B R IG H T  
O S C A R  T. B A R C K  
A LG E R N O N  D. B L A C K  
JU L IA N  P . BOYD 
GEORGE A. BRAKELEY 
B EN JA M IN  F . CASTLE 
A L B E R T  B . C O R E Y  
M ER R ILL D E N IS O N  
R O B E R T W . D O W L IN G  
K N O W LTO N  DU RH AM  
R ODM AN  G IL D E R  
iR iC  G U G LE R  
A LE X A N D E R  H AM ILTO N  
C H A U N C E Y  J . H AM LIN  
TALBOT H A M LIN  
E. R O LA N D  H AR R IM AN  
M E88M ORE KENDALL 
FI8K E  K IM B A L L  
LE ROY E. KIMBALL 
THOMSON K IN G 8 P O R O  
G E O R G E  M CAN EN Y  
WARD MELVILLE 
ALFRED V . 8 . O L C O T T  
N . T A Y L O R  P H IL L IP S  
C H E S TE R  D. P U G S L E Y  
H ARVEY F . R EM IN G TO N  
F R A N C IS  8 . R O N A L D S  
M O N TGO M ERY S C H U Y L E R  
C H A R L E S  M E SSE R  S TO W  
W ILLIA M  T, V A N  A L 8 T Y N E  
JEREM IAH  R. V A N  B R U N T  
C A R L  V A N  D O R E N  
W ILLIAM J .  W ALLIN 
L A W R E N C E  G R A N T  W H ITE  
F R E D E R ICK  G . Z IN S S E R

COUNSEL.
K N O W LTO N  DU RH AM

Dear Mr* Baxters

This Society awards each year a gold medal award fo r the most 
important public park service in  the United S ta te s , a s ilv e r 
medal sward fo r noteworthy public park work in  the nation, and 
a bronze medal fo r a worthy contribution to  public parks in  
the country, during the previous calendar year*

These medal awards are made possible through a fund created 
hy Mr. Chester D* Pugsley of FeekskUl, Mew fo rk , in  honor of 
h is  fa th e r , Honorable Cornelius 1* Pugsley, fo r  h is in te re s t 
in  public parks as evidenced by h is service as a member of the 
Westchester County Park Coranission from i t s  beginning to  the 
time of h is  death, and h is g i f t  of a public park to  the munici­
p a lity  of P eeksk ill,

This year the Society wishes to  honor you with the award of 
i t s  Gold Medal, and inv ites  you to  be i t s  guest on Monday even­
ing, November 22, a t  a dinner to  be held a t  the Centuiy Club,
7 West 43 S tre e t, New la rk  C ity , a t  6i30 ©•clock, dress in fo r­
mal* This dinner w ill be attended by other medal recipients 
and members of the Board of Trustees of the Society.

Trusting to  learn  th a t  th is  engagement w ill be convenient and 
looking forward to  receiving you a t  the Century Club upon the 
occasion o f«the medal awards, I  am

SECRETARY
G A R D N E R  O S B O R N

Sincerely yours,

George MeAneny ^
President

A  National Society for the Protection of Natural Scenery, the Preservation of 
Historic Landmarks and the Improvement of Cities. Incorporated in 1895.



U N I T E D  S T A T E S

D E P A R T M E N T  O F  T H E  IN TE R IO R

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
Acadia National Park 

Bar Harbor, Maine

Hon* Peroival P . Baxter  

P ortlan d , Maine 

My Bear Mr. B axter:

Attached hereto  i s  a oopy of a le t te r  th is  o f f ic e  
rece ived  from the D ir e c to r 1 s O ffice  in Washington.

The Mather C o llection  i s  an assemblage of photographs
and biographical data o f present and past Park Service employees, 
o f members o f  the group concerned with adm inistration of the 
National Parks b efore the Service was esta b lish ed , and of men and 
women who in  various o f f i c i a l  and u n o ff ic ia l cap ac ities  have had 
an active  connection w ith  or concern with a s in g le  area or w ith  
the system.

I t  w i l l  be g rea tly  appreciated i f  you w ill  send th is
o f f ic e  or the D irector * s O ffice  a photograph of you rse lf w ith a 
short b io g ra p h ica l sk etch . Apparently th is  m aterial is  to  be used 
fo r  in c lu sion  in  the Mather C ollection  in the Library of Congress 
in Washington •

April 15, 1962

Very tru ly  yours

C. R* Soarboroigir 
Acting Superintendent

Enclosure
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A p r i l
tw e n ty -se c o n d  
1 9  5 2

D ear Mr. S ca rb o ro u g h  -

Your l e t t e r  o f  A p r i l  f i f t e e n t h  I s  be­

f o r e  me and a s  r e q u e s te d  I  am se n d in g  you a  r e c e n t  

p h o to g ra p h  o f  m y se lf  and  a b r i e f  b io g r a p h ic a l  s t a t e ­

ment w hich I  have c o p ie d  from  "WHO’ S  WHO IN iHibhlCA".

W ill you p le a s e  fo rw ard  th e  above to  

th e  N a tio n a l  Park  S e rv ic e  In  W ashington in  a cco rd an ce  

w ith  t h e i r  r e q u e s t  to  you o f  A p r i l  e le v e n th .

I  am p le a s e d  t o  have  my name and th e  - 

BAXTER STATE PARK in c lu d e d  I n  th e  M ather c o l l e c t i o n .

Y ours v e ry  t r u l y

T o- ■ .

H r. C. R. S ca rb o ro u g h
A c tin g  S u p e r in te n d e n t
TJ.S. D epartm en t o f  th e  I n t e r i o r
N a tio n a l  P ark  S e rv ic e
A cad ia  N a tio n a l  P a rk
B ar H arbor
M aine.

e n c lo s u re
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Eaishdin as i t  is  today end as i t  K ill be tomorrow (through tbs fareoeiog generosity of 

Governor Baxter) furnishes fa c ilitie s  to r  recreation ©sid eeenery of in sp ira tio n a l grandeur, 

Kid a l l  who g© there sea say with the apostle of e ld , •'Lord, i t  is  good fo r  us to  be her®.** 

Governor Bsster** l i f e ’s work has been devoted to  acquiring th is  E&tahdin region for tb s 

benefit o f the people of ffaine, m &  fo r those who case to  us from beyond our border*.

As the years ro ll m  th is  State Park w ill bs eojoysd fey sn ever-iiicrosaiQg masher of 

people. -

&  rec'«rB5?iiiE^ «@dls I  say a«y, accepting th is  your cost recent g if t  to  the people of 

Main® (fee  1 m  certain  that ay Council jo in  with a s ) , £ can do no b e tte r than to  i s  part 

re s ta te  from le t te r  to  you dated April $ , 1953, on whisk ^ o d s a  you presented the people 

o f Maine a  large so® of sassy for tb s e rs s tie a  o f o  ached os Keskwsrth Island sad fe*r the 

bridge ©r ratussway loading thereto* : /  • :

*fe»r unselfish love tea r th s State of Heine and i t s  people has sany tim es bees 

demonstrated fey the great richse and enduring benefit you have bestows! upon the people of 

t f a im . \ ;V  - ' . • . '■/■■■'■ ' ■ ■ •' ; ' y ' ' - ; -

**isith a vary rea l sense o f sa tisfac tion  and gratitude m  accept fo r th e  people of Maine, 

and ©a th e ir  behalf, th is  g if t .  ■ ■

KAs s w ,  you match the richness of your g if ts  with great modesty. {\

g if t ,  together with your other g if ts , w ill endure to  a  greater and sore rich ly - 

liv in g  future which i s  the measure o f the s p ir i t  o f the giver and the measure of th e  s p ir it m  

gratitude of the in h erito rs, the people o f the  S tate of Maine.1*

- We a l l  thank you, Governor Baxter

Burton K. Cross 
Gsreraer o f Haim



RESOLVES 1955
CHAPTER 17^

Chapter 174

RESOLVE, for a Recess Commission to Erect a Suitable Memorial for
Honorable Pereival P. Baxter of Portland.

Special Recess Commission for Memorial to Hon. Percival P. Baxter. Re­
solved: That a Special Recess Commission, composed of 2 members of the 
Senate to be appointed by the President of the Senate and 3 members of the 
House of Representatives to be appointed by the Speaker of the House and 2 
citizens to be appointed by the Governor be, and hereby is, authorized and di­
rected to erect a suitable memorial in appreciation by the People of the State 
of Maine for the service and altruistic generosity of Honorable Percival P. Bax­
ter of Portland to the People of the State of Maine; and be it further

Resolved:. That the sum of $17,500 be, and hereby is, appropriated from the 
unappropriated surplus of the general fund to carry out the purposes of this 
resolve and the Commission is hereby authorized to receive and use such con­
tributions and funds that may become available from other sources; and be it 
further

Resolved: That all members of the Commission shall be entitled to their 
actual expenses for their services when engaged in the official business of the 
Commission; and be it further

Resolved: That the Commission shall, at the next regular or special session 
of the Legislature, make a written report of its accomplishments; and be it 
further

Resolved: That the plans and specifications for such memorial, and all ex­
penditures proposed for the erection and dedication thereof, shall be subject to 
the approval of the Governor and Council.

Effective August 20, 1965



RESOLVES 1957
CHAPTER 90

MEMORIAL FOR HON. PERCIVAL F. BAXTER 1027
RESOLVES, 1957 CHAP. 90

Chapter 90

RESO LVE, Amending Resolve for Memorial for Honorable 
Percival P. Baxter of Portland.

Emergency preamble. Whereas, under the provisions of Chapter 174 of the 
Resolves of 1953, the Legislature appropriated funds for a suitable memorial 
for Honorable Percival P. Baxter of Portland; and

Whereas, the purposes of the Resolve have as yet not been accomplished 
because of unforeseen difficulties; and

Whereas, the funds appropriated by the Resolve will lapse unless the following 
legislation is passed; and

Whereas, if such funds lapse, the purposes of the Resolve of the 97th Legis­
lature will be unattainable; and

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts create an emergency 
within the meaning of the Constitution of Maine, and require the following 
legislation as immediately necessary for the preservation of the public peace, 
health and safety; now therefore, be it

Resolves, 1955, c. 174, amended. Resolved: That chapter 174 of the Re­
solves of 1955 be, and hereby is, amended by adding after the 1st paragraph 
thereof, the following paragraph:

‘Resolved: That any vacancy arising in the membership of the Senate shall 
be filled by the President of the Senate and any vacancy arising in the member­
ship of the House of Representatives shall be filled by the Speaker of the House 
of Representatives; and be it further1

Resolves, 1955, c. 174, amended. Resolved: That the 2nd paragraph of 
chapter 174 of the Resolves of 1935 be, and hereby is, amended to read as 
follows:

‘T hat the sum of $17,500 be, and hereby is, appropriated from the unappro­
priated surplus of the general fund to carry out the purposes of this resolve 
and the Commission is hereby authorized to receive and use such contributions 
and funds that may become available from other sources; that any balances 
remaining of the $17,500 appropriation shall not lapse hut shall remain a con­
tinuing carrying account until the purposes of this resolve have been accom­
plished; and be it further'

Resolves, 1955, c. 174, amended. Resolved: That the 4th paragraph of chap­
ter 174 of the Resolves of 1955 be, and hereby is, repealed and the following 
paragraph enacted in place thereof:

‘Resolved: That the Commission shall, at the next regular or special session 
of the Legislature, make a written report of its accomplishments; and be it fur­
ther*

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency cited in the preamble, this 
resolve shall take effect when approved.

Effective May 15, 1957
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U N ITE D  STATES
DEPARTM ENT OF TH E  IN TER IO R

NATIONAL. PARK SERVICE
Washington 25. D. C.

/ r s x
3 0

IN FUEPL.Y REFER TO*

L7019-H

30 13ii

Hon. P erciva l P. Baxter 
562 Congress Street 
Portland 3 * Maine

Dear Governor Baxter:
Recently I had an opportunity to  drive through the northern 

and western portions o f  Baxter S tate Park, as part o f a b r ie f  tr ip  
* in to  New England. The park is a m agnificent area w ith very b ea u tifu l  
lakes and streams, majestic mountain scenery, and d e lig h tfu l fo r e s t  
roads and t r a i l s • As I  drove through the park I thought many times 
o f the v is io n  and gen erosity  o f the man who acquired th is  great area 
and gave i t  to  the people o f  Maine fo r  th e ir  in sp ira tio n  and b en e fit  
for a l l  tim e.

Great as the value o f  the park is now, i t s  value w i l l  in ­
crease in  future years as our population increases and areas o f w ild  
land dim inish.

I hope th at the next time I am in Maine I  w i l l  have the  
pleasure o f meeting you. My old  boss and good friend  Horace A lbright 
has spoken h igh ly  o f you on many occasions and I would consider i t  a 
great p r iv ile g e  to  get b e tter  acquainted w ith one who has done so much 
for park conservation. I  would have ca lled  on you on this tr ip  but I  
came through Portland on a Sunday morning.
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- ' . July-
third 
1 9  5 8

Dear Director Wirth -
.In re: L7019-R

Your letter of June' thirtieth has come to me and I am 
pleased that you were able to see something of our State Parle at 
Katahdin. To have a man like yourself approve of this project 
means everything to me.

It was a genuine disappointment not to have seen you when 
. you were in Maine. I hope that when you come again I shall have 
the privilege of meeting you and obtaining holpful advice* )

A few years ago Hr. Albright cane to Maino and wo went through 
„ the Pork together. He has kept .Informed about the Park over the 
years and has been an inspiriation to me*

; , : My kind regards* •

i Most cordially \

To- -
Honorable Conrad L. Mirth 
Director National Park Servioe 
Department of tht Interior . Washington 25 
D. C.
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C H A M B E R S  OF
J U S T IC E  WILLIAM O. D O U G LA S  O c t o b e r  5 ,  1 9 5 9

Dear Governor 2

I  f i r s t  knew th e  K atahdin  
a rea  in  th e  20s when i t  was l a r g e ly  
owned hy lum ber and o th e r  i n t e r e s t s .
I  had n o t seen  i t  f o r  25 y e a r s .  When 
I r e tu rn ed  l a s t  week I  was o v er jo y e d  
a t  th e  park you c r e a te d . I t  i s  one 
o f  th e  m ost w on d erfu l a r e a s  in  our e n t ir e  
n a t io n .

A l l  o f  us owe you a
g r e a t  d eb t fo r  your g e n e r o s i t y  and your  
f a r s ig h t e d n e s s .

I t  i s  a w on d erfu l c r e a t io n  
and as a p r iv a te  c i t i z e n  I  th&nk you from 
my h e a r t .

Yours f a i t h f u l l y ,

0  y k

Hon. P e r c iv a l  C. B a x ter  
P o r tla n d , Maine
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My dear Justice Douglas -

i  ■
- ' 9 s T '

\

Ootobsr 
thirteenth 
1 9  5 9

To receive a letter of commendation such as yours of October fifth 
from a man who stands at the peak of our National life is an unexpected 
recognition for which a man well may be proud* It touches my heart*
It is good to know that all wont well on your Katahdin Journey, I hope 
you will come to us again for this State is honored by your presence*
I am indebted to you for your gracious and friendly message and wish 
you a continuance of good health and peace'of mind*

Your book "itfst of the Indus1 tells an interesting story of far 
away unknown regions*' If any one is entitled to be called a world 
wide traveler it la yourself. You have had many thrilling and danger*
ous experiences. I am pleased that you came through without soars.

- i ' ■ ‘ . ■' _■ V

1 This Autumn I have made one trip to the Katahdin area and now
with clear northwest winds and bright sunshine may yield to the temp* 
tatlon to go again.

lly kindest wishes and thanking you for your encouragement.

Most cordially

T o «Honorable William 0. Douglas 
Supreme Court of the United States 
Washington 25
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TH E NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON STATE PARKS
IN CO R PO R ATED

O FFIC ER S  A N D  BOARD O F D IR E C TO R S
H O R A C E  M. A LB R IG H T , NSW TONIC. Chairman or t* *  

W ILLIAM  W. W ELLS , LOUISIANA, president

S ID N E Y  8 . K E N N E D Y , Wa r h .n o t o n .  o . a.
vise p r e s i d e n t

CARL P. H A N SO N , CALtrstRNiA C. F, J A C O B S E N , Warhinrton. O. C.

O. H. ARMSTRONB, ORCaON 
K E N N E T H  R . C O U Q 1LL, INDIANA 
O R . LAUBIE D. COX, NEW HAMPSHIRE 
C H A R L E S  A. O K  TUNIC, OALirDRNIA 
A R T H U R  a  E L M E R , MIOHIOAN
JAM ** r. EVANS, NCW YORK 
V. W. FUCK1NGCR, OHIOWILLIAM M. HAY. RCORRIA 
P O L K  H E B E R T . LOUISIANA

U. W. HELLA, MINNESOTA c. WEST JACOCKS, SOUTH CAROLINA HARLCAN JAMES, WARHINRTDN. O, C. CLINTON O. JOHNSON, KENTUCKY JOSEPH r. KAYLOR, MARYLAND HAROLD W. LATHROP. COLORADO EDWARO J. MEEHAN. TCNNCS8CC CHARLES MONRCE, OKLAHOMA THOMAS W . MORSE, NORTH CAROLINA A. NEWTON MQYE. DEORRIA

PRANK O. QUINN, TEXASLEE C. ROBINSON, NEW MEXICO JAMES L. BCBREST, TEXAS BRYAN STEARNS, ARKANSAS JACK O. STRAIN. NCRRASKA JOHN R. YANOERZICHT. WARHINDTDN TOM WALLACE, KENTUCKY HAROLD 8. WABNER. OHIO CONRAD L. WIRTH, WASNINHTDN. O. C.

M S S . D O R A  A . P A D G E T T, actino  Executive S ecretary SOI UNION TRUBT BUILOINQ-PHONE METROPOLITAN 8*308* WASHINGTON 8,0.0. 50 Rockefeller Plaza
New York 20, N. Y. 
March 22, i960

Honorable Percival P. Baxter 
Portland, Maine
My dear Governor:
I have been on a trip to California and upon my return I learn 
that you doubt very much whether you can attend the National Conference 
on State Parks which is to meet at Rockland in September. Uhls news 
was extremely disappointing to me and greatly lessens ay enthusiasm 
for the meeting in Maine. As Chairman of the National Conference on 
State Parks, I have been quite excited about the Conference because of 
the opportunity I thought it would give me to have another good visit 
with you, and I think l can safely say that I had something to do with 
the plan to devote an evening to your great work in establishing the 
Baxter State Park. It would be a serious disaster to the program if 
you cannot be with us that night. •„,, .1 . :
It is probably a little difficult for you to realize how important you 
are in the State Park movement in this country. Your achievement in 
establishing the great Baxter State Park stands almost alone in park 
history, and if it .is to be compared with any others it would have to 
be with the purchase of the Palisades opposite New York by J. P. Morgan 
and George V. Perkins about sixty years ago and the gift of the Bear 
Mountain and adjacent park lands around West Point by lira. K. H. Harrlaan 
and her eons Aver ell and Roland. However, these areas are very small 
compared with the vast territory of mountains, forests, lakes and rivers 
that you have acquired in your native State.
I would appreciate it very much if you would reconsider your tentative 
conclusion about attending the Conference at Rockland and tell ms that 
you will surely be there.
Just think, Governor, it will soon be seven years sines you and I had 
that wonderful trip together. I often give myself the pleasure of 
looking over the pictures and slides and recalling the happy days we 
had traveling in that lovely North Maine country.
With best regards and good wishes, I am

Faithfully yours,

Horace M. AlbrightHMA:KW



T H E  N A TIO N A L  C O N F E R E N C E  ON 
' S T A T E  PARKS

L' ' A IM S A N D  O B J E C T S

Th e  objectof the Conference is to Inform the public through a 

centra! clearing house of information, publications, conferences 
and by others educational means, of the value* o fs ta te  parks, 

monuments, historic sites and other- types.o! areas suitable for 
recreation, study of history, natural history -and science, preser­

vation of wildlife, ^end conservation, of.natutalsceoery j§nd 
cultural resources through establishment and operation* of well 
balanced 'state park-systems,* to the end that every citizen of 
tiie United States shall have easy accessJto.state recreation 

a r m  and appreciate their value,* and to encourage adequate 

state-park agencies and programs. Including the establishment 

of civil seryice. policies and standards of i§lection,deyeloprnant 

andJklmJniitratlQn.iZiriC1 x
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A p ril seventh  1 9  6 0
Dear Mr. Albright -

Your letter of March twenty-second has come and I am happy 
to hear from you. What you say about our State Park at Katahdin Is
far too generous. However, there Is no one whose approval means

u j;crur: ■ i'-rr * ' ■as much to me 'for In park affairs you stand head and shoulders 
above all others,

-As the years puss I must lessen my public activities for I 
find it Is not as easy as it used to be to carry then through. As
one grows older the need for slowing down must be recognised.

To come to Rockland and attend the meetings of the'State

understand. Your Conference will be moat worth while and I deeply 
regret that I shall not be with you.

Long shall I remember the pleasure you gave ua when you came
to Katahdin several years ago. Would that we might meet again un-

• • ■ ' \ der such pleasant surroundings.
With my kindest regards, i* "'' '

Park Conference would be something more than X should attempt. It 
la a pity to b« | % s  bgt • J.«moquitec8ur0fr?oucHill

% f$ . ■ -  t' ...

Cordially

To- • '
Honorable Horace M. Albright
United States Borax & Chemical Corporation
30 Rockefeller Plaza
New York City 20 
New York. r
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UN ITED  STATES
DEPARTMENT OF TH E  IN TERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
W a s h in g t o n  25, D.c.

IN REPLY R EFE R  T O :

JUL 311961L7019-RSC /

Hon. Percival P. Baxter 
5o2 Congress Street 
Portland 3; Maine
Dear Mr. Baxter:
I learned only recently of your half-million dollar gift to 
provide income for the maintenance of Baxter State Park. This 
is a crowning touch to assure that your generous gifts of land 
will be properly preserved for all time. I am sure that the 
citizens of Maine, as well as those of the entire Nation, will 
forever cherish the park and will be extremely grateful for your 
remarkable achievement in park conservation.
V/e in the National Park Service salute you!

Conrad L. Wirth 
Director
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THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR

June 5, 1962

WASHINGTON

D ear G overn or B axter:

A s I p r e v io u s ly  ind icated , in  reco g n itio n  of your outstanding  
con trib u tion  to the ca u se  of con serv a tio n , th is  D epartm ent 
has granted  to you its  h ig h est acknow ledgem ent of a c h ie v e ­
m e n t - - i t s  C on servation  S e r v ice  A w ard.

I am  s o r r y  that you w ere  unable to attend our Aw ards Con­
voca tion  of M ay 25, 1962, so  that you could have rece iv ed  
your c e r tif ic a te  in  p erson . I am , how ever, planning to be 
in  M aine on July  6 through 8 and w ould lik e  to take that 
opportunity to m ee t you and p erform  the honor of personally  
b esto w in g  our aw ard on you.

Sen ator M u sk ie 's  o ffice , I am  told , is  arran gin g  the d eta ils  
of th is  m eetin g  and I am  cer ta in  th ey  w il l  be w ritin g  to you  
in  the v e r y  n ea r  future in  ord er  to provide additional in fo r ­
m ation .

W ith b e s t  w ish e s  to you, I am

S e c re ta r y  of the In terior

H onorable P e r c iv a l P . B axter  
92 W est S tre e t  
P ortlan d  3, M aine
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Dear S e c r e ta r y  U d a ll

June 
tw e lf th  
1 9 6 2

Your l e t t e r  o f  June f i f t h  has come to  me 

and I  thank you . As you p lan  to  be In Slaine July  6 th  through  

J u ly  8 th  I s h a l l  be here and s h a l l  be much p le a se d  to  have 

you come t o  our C ity .  No doubt S en a to r  M u sc le  w i l l  Inform  

me a s  to  d e t a i l s . 1 , 1

' To be given, a CONSERVATION SLRvICE AWARD i s  . 

a r e c o g n it io n  I  n ev er  dreamed o f .  Through th e  y e a r s  I  

have c a r r ie d  on ray work q u ie t ly  and now am happy to  have the  

ap p rova l o f  you and your Department# _

C o r d ia lly . and lo o k in g  forw ard to  m eeting

you .

T o- ' ■ .■ . :

H onorable S tew art L. U d a ll 
S e c r e ta r y  o f  the I n t e r io r  
W ashington , -
d . c .  ■■■ ■. I
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' . 1 9 6 2

. Dear S e c r e ta r y  U d a ll •

Your coming to  P ortlan d  some weeks ago to  p r e se n t  me 
th e  C ita t io n  approving my K atahdin p r o je c t  was a w onderfu l 
t r i b u t e .  T h is touched  my h ea r t and I  n ev er  con  a d e q u a te ly  
thank you fo r  your app roval ‘and fo r  th e  n a tio n -w id e  r e c o g n i­
t i o n  w hich your v i s i t  and your p r e se n ta t io n  accorded  me*

- ' • • ". - • .= „ A „ -A . ■■ ,■ V*‘ \ '
- , ' ; *. ; .• v . V-'- ’ ‘. • • • . . ■ .’ . .

To have a man l i k e  y o u r s e lf  a t  th e  head o f  our g r e a t  
I n t e r io r  Department tak e  th e  tro u b le  to  come h ere  and a l s o  to  
in c lu d e  in  h i s  p u b lic a t io n  ”A Green Legacy” an indorsem ent 
o f  my c o n se r v a t io n  work over the y ea rs means e v e r y th in g  to
me. . ; " c : .

In  your s to r y  you speak o f  S tephen  Mather and i f  I  
remember c o r r e c t ly  I  corresponded w ith  him and ta lk e d  w ith  
G overnor P in ch ot in  regard  to  c o n se r v a tio n  m a tte r s . I  n e v e r  
had th e  p r iy i l e g e  o f  t a lk in g  w ith  P re s id e n t R o o sev e lt  but was 
i n  sympathy w ith  h i s  id e a s  in  regard to  our n a tu r a l r e s o u r c e s .

A g a in * *my deep a p p r e c ia t io n  and hop ing  th a t  you  
a r e  a b le  t o  en jo y  th e  Summer in  some o f  th e  g r e a t  a rea s  under  
you r c o n tr o l .

C o r d ia lly  <-
i ■ ■ ■

T o r  '

H onorable S tu a r t L . U d a ll  
S e c r e ta r y  o f  th e  I n t e r io r  
W ashington '
D. C ,

1
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r—-  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t k e  S e n a t e

to
P o r t la n d ,  M aine  
J a n u a r y  3 ,  1963

T o -

H o n o r a b le  J o h n  H . R e e d ,  G o v e r n o r  
a n d  t h e

H o n o ra b le  S e n a t o r s  and  R e p r e s e n t a t iv e s  
o f  t h e  1 0 1 s t  L e g i s l a t u r e  o f  th e  

S t a t e  o f  M aine

W i t h o u t  d o u b t  y o u  a r e  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  w h a t  h a s  b e e n  d o n e  i n  
t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  B a x t e r  S t a t e  P a r k  i n  t h e  K a t a h d i n  r e g i o n .

B e g i n n i n g  w i t h  my c o m m u n ic a t io n  o f  M a rc h  3 ,  1 9 3 1 , a d d r e s s e d  
t o  H o n o r a b le  W i l l i a m  T .  G a r d i n e r ,  G o v e r n o r ,  t h e  S t a t e  h a s  a c c e p t e d  
f r o m  me b y  L e g i s l a t i v e  A c t s  g i f t s  t o t a l i n g  1 9 3 ,2 5 4  a c r e s  o f  f o r e s t  
l a n d ,  f o r e v e r  t o  b e  h e l d  i n  TRUST f o r  P u b l i c  P a r k ,  P u b l i c  R e c r e a t i o n a l  
a n d  f o r  P u b l i c  F o r e s t r y  p u r p o s e s  t h e  sa m e  f o r e v e r  t o  b e  k e p t  i n  i t s  
N a t u r a l  W i ld  S t a t e .

T h e se  a r e a s  fro m  y e a r  t o  y e a r  h a v e  b e e n  c o n v e y e d  b y  me t o  th e  
S t a t e  and h a v e  b e e n  a c c e p t e d  i n  l e g a l  fo rm  b y  t h e  s e v e r a l  G o v ern o rs  
an d  L e g i s l a t u r e s  i n  o f f i c e  d u r in g  t h e  p e r io d  fr o m  1931  t o  1 9 6 1 .

A r e c e n t  g i f t  o f  7 ,7 6 4  a c r e s ,  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  n o t  b e in g  i n  
S e s s i o n ,  h a s  b e e n  a c c e p t e d  b y  th e  G o v ern o r  and  E x e c u t iv e  C o u n c il  
a c t i n g  u n d e r  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  th e  S t a t u t e s .  I  now r e q u e s t  you  
t o  c o n f ir m  t h e  a c c e p t a n c e  o f  t h i s  l a t e s t  g i f t  o f  7 ,7 6 4  a c r e s  o f  
A u g u st  6 ,  1962  s o  t h a t  a l l  my g i f t s  o f  f o r e s t  la n d  t o  t h e  p e o p le  
o f  M aine w i l l  h a v e  b e e n  a c c e p t e d  b y  t h e  d u ly  e l e c t e d  G o v ern o rs  
an d  L e g i s l a t u r e s  o f  o u r  S t a t e  o v e r  t h i s  3 1 - y e a r  p e r io d .  The 
a c c e p t a n c e  o f  t h i s  g i f t  w i l l  add t o  t h i s  P ark  7 ,7 6 4  a c r e s  o f  
f o r e s t  la n d  and w i l l  c o m p le te  th e  r e c o r d  o f  my 31  y e a r s '
(1 9 3 1 - 1 9 6 2 )  g i f t s  o f  2 0 1 ,0 1 8  a c r e s  made t o  and a c c e p t e d  b y  th e  
p e o p le  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  M a in e .

I n  o r d e r  t o  c o m p l e t e  t h e  r e c o r d ,  I  r e q u e s t  t h a t  t h i s  com m un i­
c a t i o n  o f  J a n u a r y  3 ,  1 9 6 3 ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  a c c o m p a n y  A c t  a n d  
D e e d ,  b e  p u b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  L aw s o f  M a in e  1 9 6 3 .

I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o t e  t h a t  i n  my fo r m a l l e t t e r  t o  G overn or  
G a r d in e r  i n  1 9 3 1 , w hen my f i r s t  g i f t  w as a b o u t  6 ,0 0 0  a c r e s ,  I  s a id  
" I  e x p e c t  som e d a y  t o  s e e  my a m b it io n  r e a l i z e d . "  (Laws o f  M aine 1 9 3 1 ) .  
T h is  b r in g s  t o  an  end an  i n t e r e s t i n g  i n c i d e n t  i n  M aine h i s t o r y .

R e s p e c t f u l l y ,
READ AND PLACED ON F IL E  

i n  b o th  b r a n c h e s  
Jan  3 0 ,  1963

PERCIVAL PROCTOR BAXTER

fn  T> o n c n
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STATE OF M AINE

In Senate..... J a n u a r y .  29 .,.... 1963 ...........

Ordered, t h e  H o u s e  c o n c u r r i n g ,  i n  o r d e r  t h a t  t h e  r e c o r d  o f

t h e  g i f t  o f  PERCIVAL PROCTOR BAXTER t o  t h e  S t a t e  o f  

M aine a s  t r u s t e e  in  t r u s t  7 ,7 6 4  a c r e s  i n  T ow n sh ip  2 ,  

Range 9 ,  W .E .L .S . ,  P i s c a t a q u i s  C o u n ty , S t a t e  o f  M a in e , 

b e  c o m p le te  and  i n  e n d u r in g  fo r m , th e  C om m u nication  

d a te d  J a n u a ry  3 ,  1 9 6 3 , a d d r e s s e d  b y  s a i d  B a x te r  t o  

th e  H o n o ra b le  J oh n  H. R eed , G o v e r n o r , and t o  th e  

H o n o r a b le  S e n a t e  and H ouse o f  R e p r e s e n t a t iv e s  o f  th e  

1 0 1 s t  L e g i s l a t u r e ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  th e  m e ssa g e  o f  

G o v ern o r  Reed t r a n s m i t t i n g  s u c h  c o m m u n ic a tio n  t o  th e

L e g i s l a t u r e ,  b e  p r in t e d  i n  t h e  Laws o f  1 9 6 3 .

(SP 2 6 1 )

JTO SENATE CHAMBER
Name: BROOKS

'JAN 2 9  1963
County: C u m b e r la n d  bead and passed

SPft DOWN FOR CONCURRENCEY^wInsIo w
SECRETARY

House of Representatives
Read end Fesccd

JAN 3 0 1263 
InConcurrence

Harvey R. P ease, Clerk



x c e r p t  f r o m  L e g i s l a t i v e  R e c o r d  o f  J a n u a r y  3 0 t h , 1963

MR. BROOKS Of C um berland: Mr. P r e s id e n t  and m embers o f  th e

S e n a t e :  I t  i s  w i t h  g r e a t  p e r s o n a l  p r id e  and g r e a t  p l e a s u r e  t h a t  

I  p r e s e n t  t h i s  b i l l  t h i s  m o r n in g .

In  t h i s  a g e  o f  m i s s i l e s ,  g r e a t  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  a d v a n c e s  and  

s o c i a l  u p h e a v a ls  th r o u g h o u t  o u r  w o r ld ,  i t  i s  v e r y  much a p le a s u r e  

f o r  me t o  b r in g  t o  th e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  t h i s  S e n a te  and t h e  c i t i z e n s  

o f  M aine o n ce  a g a in  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  w i t h o u t  o u r  b o u n d a r ie s  we h a v e  

a  S t a t e  P ark  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  o v e r  2 0 0 ,0 0 0  a c r e s ,  known a s  B a x te r  

S t a t e  P a rk . T h is  S t a t e  P ark  i n  i t s  m a j e s t y  and b e a u ty  i s  u n su r ­

p a s s e d  a n y w h ere .

I  am s u r e  t h a t  th e  d o n o r  o f  t h i s  p a rk  and t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  

t r a c t  o f  la n d  w h ic h  i s  t o  b ecom e a  p a r t  o f  t h i s  S t a t e  P a r k , th e  

H o n o r a b le  P e r c iv a l  P . B a x t e r ,  i s  aw are o f  t h e  f u l l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  

t h a t  th e  im p a ct o f  su c h  a  g i f t  h a s  on  u s  and w i l l  h a v e  on s u c c e e d ­

i n g  g e n e r a t i o n s ,  y e s  —  f o r e v e r .

P a r t i c u l a r l y ,  t h i s  g i f t  a t  t h i s  t im e  e m p h a s iz e s  t o  u s  w hat 

w e o f  t h i s  g e n e r a t io n  a r e  i n c r e a s i n g l y  b eco m in g  a w are: t h a t  i s ,  

t h e  im p o r ta n c e  o f  th e  c o n s e r v a t io n  o f  o u r  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s .

In  a c c e p t in g  t h i s  g i f t ,  i t  m u st b e  n o te d  t h a t  PERCIVAL PROCTOR 

BAXTER h a s  had t h e  p r i v i l e g e  t o  l i v e  t o  s e e  t h i s  g r e a t  p a rk  exp an d ed  

t o  i t s  p r e s e n t  trem en d o u s s i z e .  He m u st r e a l i z e  t o o ,  how much w e , 

t h e  c i t i z e n s  o f  M a in e , a p p r e c i a t e  h i s  g e n e r o s i t y .  Thank y o u .

THE PRESIDENT: The C h a ir  a p p r e c i a t e s  th e  rem ark s o f  th e  S e n a to r  

fr o m  C um b erlan d , S e n a to r  B r o o k s , and i n  b e h a l f  o f  th e  S e n a te  o f  t h i s

S t a t e  a n d  o f  t h e  C i t i z e n s  o f  M a in e ,  t h e  g e n e r o s i t y  o f  E x - G o v e r n o r  

B a x t e r  i s  a g a i n  a p p r e c i a t e d .



J a n u a r y  3 0 ,  1963  -  H ouse o f  R e p r e s e n t a t iv e s :  , , .

T he SPEAKER: The C h a ir  r e c o g n i z e s  t h e  g e n tle m a n  fro m  B a n g o r ,

M r. WELLMAN.

MR. WELLMAN: Mr. S p e a k e r , I  w i l l  s h o r t l y  m ove t h a t  we s u s p e n d  th e  

r u l e s  s o  t h a t  we may a c c e p t  t h i s  b i l l  and g i v e  i t  i t s  s e v e r a l  r e a d in g s  

t o d a y .  H ow ever , b e f o r e  we u n d e r ta k e  su c h  a c t i o n ,  I  w ou ld  l i k e  t o  

make a  fe w  b r i e f  com m ents c o n c e r n in g  t h i s  g i f t  and i t s  p l a c e  i n  th e  

t o t a l  g i f t s  t h a t  G o v ern o r  B a x te r  h a s  g iv e n  t o  th e  S t a t e .

In  1 9 3 1  h e  g a v e  7 ,0 0 0  a c r e s  w h ic h  in c lu d e d  th e  m o u n ta in  i t s e l f  

i n  t h e  p a r t ;  i n  193S h e  g a v e  6 ,0 0 0  a c r e s ;  i n  1 9 3 9 , 6 ,0 0 0  a c r e s ;  

i n  1 9 4 0 ,  4 ,1 7 4  a c r e s ;  i n  1 9 4 1 ,  1 2 ,0 0 0  a c r e s ;  i n  1 9 4 2 , a n o t h e r  1 2 ,0 0 0  

a c r e s ;  i n  1 9 4 3 , a n o t h e r  1 2 ,0 0 0  a c r e s ;  i n  1 9 4 4 , 2 4 ,0 0 0  a c r e s ;  i n  

1 9 4 5 ,  3 5 ,0 0 0  a c r e s ;  i n  1 9 4 7 , 1 0 ,0 0 0  a c r e s ;  i n  1 9 4 9 , 1 4 ,0 0 0  a c r e s ,  

an d  i n  1 9 5 5 ,  5 3 ,0 0 0  a c r e s ,  m ak in g  a  t o t a l  a t  t h a t  t im e  o f  9 3 ,2 5 4  a c r e s .

D u r in g  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  h e  made a  d o n a t io n  t o  h e lp  w it h  t h e  ro a d  

c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n  t h e  p a r k  and  a l s o  g a v e  t o  t h e  S t a t e  h i s  summer r e s i d e n c e ,  

M ack w orth  I s l a n d ,  and t h e  b r id g e  c o n n e c t in g  i t  w i t h  th e  m a in la n d ,  

a s  a  s c h o o l  f o r  th e  d e a f .  In  1 9 5 3  h e  g a v e  $ 6 7 5 ,0 0 0 .0 0  i n  c o n n e c t io n  

w i t h  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  i n s t i u t i o n .

In  t h e  l a s t  s e s s i o n ,  y o u  w i l l  rem em b er, h e  g a v e  $ 4 9 8 ,0 0 0 .0 0  in  

t r u s t  f o r  t h e  m a in te n a n c e  and c a r e  o f  B a x te r  S t a t e  P a rk , and  s o  now  

t h i s  L e g i s l a t u r e  i s  b e in g  a s k e d  t o  a p p r o v e  th e  a c t i o n  o f  t h e  C o u n c il  

a c c e p t i n g  7 ,7 6 4  a c r e s  t o  c o m p le te  a  p rogram  f o r  t h e  S t a t e  and th e  

p e o p le  o f  M aine o f  a  p a r t  o f  2 0 0 ,0 0 0  a c r e s .

I  t h in k  we s h o u ld  n o t e  i n  G o v ern o r  B a x t e r ' s  l e t t e r  t o  G overn or  

G a r d in e r  i n  1931  w h ere  h e  s a i d :  " I  e x p e c t  som eday t o  s e e  my a m b it io n

r e a l i z e d ."  T h is  d a y  i s  now h e r e .  H is  a m b it io n  h a s  b e e n  r e a l i z e d .



, W ith  g r e a t  and c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  m o d e s ty  G o v ern o r  B a x te r  en d s  h i s  l e t t e r  

t o  G o v ern o r  R eed  b y  s a y in g :  " T h is  b r in g s  t o  an  en d  an  i n t e r e s t i n g  

i n c i d e n t  i n  M aine h i s t o r y ."  I  s u g g e s t  t o  y o u  t h a t  t h i s  i s  n o t  an  

e n d , b u t  t h i s  i s  r a t h e r  a  b e g in n in g ,  a  b e g in n in g  o f  a  g r e a t  P ark  

and a  g r e a t  p ro g ra m  f o r  t h e  p e o p le  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  M aine and in d e e d  

f o r  t h e  p e o p le  o f  t h i s  C o u n tr y .

I  now m o v e , Mr. S p e a k e r , t h a t  we s u sp e n d  t h e  r u l e s  s o  t h a t  

we c a n  g i v e  t h i s  b i l l  i t s  s e v e r a l  r e a d in g s  to d a y .

T h e re u p o n , t h e  B i l l  w as g iv e n  i t s  t h r e e  s e v e r a l  r e a d in g s  u n d er  

s u s p e n s io n  o f  t h e  r u l e s  and PASSED TO BE ENGROSSED w it h o u t  r e f e r e n c e  

t o  a  C om m ittee  i n  c o n c u r r e n c e .



\  ^  : - o

■ ■[' a •’ - •

p p . c ? . : " & *?*** 2fl» ' i 0 6 4 .
' ’• ’ * ■■*’ • *•• ■ ■ ’ 1. .

•• /  7  v > T

/u<j> 3to

Belon L. Taylor# ■ .. * • ■; .
Baxter State Park r/’ :•• ' ,UlUlhooket* \

, For aome time bays tr ie d  tu  find  tha p icture of 

the ta b le t to  Baxte? Peak* Z t e l l  remember being there 

with a group Xroni tba S tate  House* \

toeloaed 'lf ' a yoyjr'sf the-.tablet and It might be 
Util to plaoe iV to a'obn«plouo\is. location in aome of the 
'oampe*;'If-■ you;.yan^^j^j^ 'T will; aend them to: you.

.;-§iiae- p.9 »tth you in-
.v---- 7,:^. ?, ;; v  ■

■■ nx, ■■- ■ S W -  *_ - -' -IjL'a• I - * ‘a. _  -- * w . -J• •■»■ -*"V.r

w
b o u s e h a t ^ r t M  irtti'yw’as soon aV I .Vi

'. '. .r*s ■ n; ,-: v .  ;-■ -> •* .'
coma t f  " 4 * . f ■ " L ' - - V  ' ' : / - i^V-.; 7 : 0 ’r ■.' >}■ . r '

** ~j-t i!-* ^vi-1 3 *̂ ■*! v * - ,y<- <■' -'V' ^
f ;-:;- •;.••■ C ;̂ v v .’■ v : - ’ '■-  ■:■ :i  

■r:-; --■■-■■■ -1. i m - ■: ■ •.' -.  ̂ '-: ■■ • ■’ ' v - v - ; .  v ; : ' . ' ' -  .:■; ! - '  : • ;
; •;-. t \  ‘ *: V*., -: ' <’v* • '• ' ’ : ‘ . • •

■>,. ■ :•■■ ;;Sv ■’& • ■ £ ? ' - r * . ; 1' •■• /■ ' ;l -. ■■• - v - r   ̂ ■' . '■ -. ■ ■'■
. . . .  : V t ■- t ' 1 'x  •*', .• • '•* ■' •' 1- , *♦.* *. T*’' ' * • ” ' *'“•■' ' * .*' ‘ •*' ’’ i’ ■ *

'*. ■. ,'. •’-': \J rff.̂ '?7-;K#i^.f1^^‘Tporolyall' iiastW-'":J.T*' ’ • ’ , ■
. *\4 • V * -;:,;T:1 v - ■ ..- _ ., ; _ :

V-y-Ji

•. *4- • *;v' ' T , * ,
C A- :- -. ' >if- '#“*'r ■•-■' ■ 'r'v ■;:> •» •.• ■ ' . ?. .
■ 7 , ,  ■ r- s W ...» •-•

i ■"/1'K  '•'- * ■-f--*4-, --..T-'  ̂ ' ■■ *

..;:■ k '::■ s. 1 ^ ^ - ? V : r-^
r / r

. tiF ".Ki w ia it- >• n



BRONZE TABLET PLACED OH BOULDER AT 
BAXTER PEAK (5267 f t )  1938

THIS TABLET IS PLACED BERK BY THE FOREST COMMISSIONER 
OF MAINE ORDER ORDER OF TBS GOVERNOR AND EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 
DATED MARCH 16.1038 TO RECORD THE GIFT AND CONVEYANCE TO THE 
STATE ON MARCH Si, 1951 AND OCTOBER 7. 1031 BY PERCIVAL PROCTOR 
BAXTER, GOVERNOR 1981.1986, OF NINE SQUARE MILES OF LAND IN 
TOWNSHIP 3 RANOB 0 NT* KATAHDIM, WITHIN WHICH AREA AH£ LOCATED 
THIS THE HIGHEST PEAK OF THE MOUNTAIN 5867 ft. NAMED BAXTER 
PEAK BY THE LEGISLATURE LAWS OF MAINE 1031 • SOUTH PEAK 
£24$> FT.. PAMOLA PEAK 4008 ft., THE NORTH PEAKS 4734 ft And 
4618 ft. THE KNIFE THE CHIMNEY, THE TABLELAND, CHIMNEY
POND 8914 ft.,DRY POND 2709 ft.,NORTH WEST PLATEAU 4401 ft., 
HARVEY RIDGE 3188 ft.,BAMLEV PEAK 4761 ft.,RUM MOUNTAIN 3361 ft. 
AND THE ORKAT NORTH AND SOUTH BASINS.

THIS OIFT WAS MADE UPON THE EXPRESS CONDITION THAT THE 
SAID TBACT SO DONATED AND CONVEYED *3HALL FOREVER BE USED 
FOR PUBLIC PARK AND RECREATIONAL PURPOSES. SHALL FOREVER BE 
LEFT IN THE NATURAL WILD STATS. SHALL FOREVER HE KEPT AS A 
SANCTUARY FOR WILD BEASTS AND BIRDS. THAT NO ROADS ®  KAYS 
FOR MOTOR VEHICLES SHALL HEREAFTER EVER BE CONSTRUCTED THEREIN 
OR THEREON* AMD WA8 SO ACCEPTED BY THE STATE LEGISLATURE LAWS 
OF MAINE 1931 AND BY ORDER OF THE OOVSRHOR AND EXECUTIVE 
COUNCIL OCTOBER 7, 1031.

William Tudor Gardiner GOVERNOR
Rial L. Vlolatta

»n»£ni* cm inastO M E R
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STATE OF MAINE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 102ND LEGISLATURE

Remarks by: .
Honorable Dana W. Childs 
Speaker. Maine House of Representatives March 24, 1965, at Unveiling of 102nd Maine Legislature's 

Tribute to Honorable Percival P. Baxter

It Is the hope of the Members of this 102nd Maine 
Legislature that the observance of "Welcome Back Day" will long be remembered by our friends and fellow legislators who have met In this venerable state capitol to make and to renew friendships., 
to exchange words and ideas in an atmosphere of good fellowship 
and common purpose.

The ceremony in which we are engaged at this moment is one that perhaps will make this a day to be remembered . . .  a day of 
uplifted spirits and of renewal of our faith in a way of life 
that Is unique to Maine. :

It is our purpose to pay homage and honor to one of Maine's most notable living sons.
\ History will mark him as one of the truly Greats among the sons of the Pine Tree State. : It will recognize, and record, that 

he was a man successful in every endeavor he undertook . . .  as a 
businessman, as a Legislator, and as Governor.

I venture to say,5 however, that the name of Percival 
Proctor Baxter will be remembered because of the kindness, the civic-mindedness, and the generosity of a truly great man. You who have served your State with faithfulness and distinction will 
not forget that over the successive years, for more than three decades, the abounding good will of Governor Baxter was expressed 
in his gifts to the State . . . gifts that have multiplied into the multi-acred wilderness park with a perfect beauty surpassing even that of a State already richly endowed by nature.

Nothing that we do or say here today can commensurate with the gifts that Percival Proctor Baxter has so generously given to 
us, and to the generations that will follow us. In Baxter State Fark he has created a monument to Maine and her people that will 
grow in beauty and rarity as our Nation and our State grow.

To give full measure of our appreciation for the gift, we., 
on your behalf as well as ours . . .  have endeavored to create an 
emblem that would be as timeless as is Mount Katahdin.

We have sought to express our feelings in immemorial bronze so that the generations that will follow us will know how deep was our gratitude for benefactions that will outlast the works of man.

More



UNVEIL BAS RELIEF

May I read the inscription with which we have sought to 
express our feelings toward our distinguished fellow citizen:I shall quote — -

"Among Men, A Mountain. Katahdin in All Its Glory Forever Shall Remain the Mountain of the People of Maine.
"To the Honorable Percival Proctor Baxter, Governor, 

Statesman, and Public Benefactor, the People of the State of Maine Express Their Deep Appreciation For a Lifetime Devoted to 
the Creation and the Giving of This 200,000 Acre Shrine of Wild Natural Beauty, Baxter State Park. By Its Action, the 102nd Maine Legislature Makes Perpetual This Grateful Tribute To a Great Man's Love of His State and of His Fellow Man." End of Inscription. . . .

This is our tribute to a great and’ greatly loved man of Maine. As he has said, "Katahdin will forever remain the 
mountain of the people of Maine."

To this I can only add: He, Percival Proctor Baxter, will forever remain in the hearts of the citizens of Maine.We of the 102nd Maine Legislature and you of Legislatures past . . . salute him.
Commissioner Austin H.- Wilkins, as Chairman of the Baxter State Park Authority, will accept on behalf of Governor Baxter. _ ' •

Reproduced and d is tr ib u te d  under the d ir e c t io n  of the C lerk of 
th e  House.

3/24/65



PERCIVAL P. BAXTER 
PORTLAND, MAINE

March 25, 1965*

■Ksnsrsble Austin K. Wilkins,
Chairman Baxter State Park Authority.

You have informed me that the members of the 102nd State 
Legislature now in session, have prepared a bronze tablet or 
plaque to be placed in some suitable location as a token of their 
appreciation for my gifts to our State of certain funds and areas 
of forest land now known as BAXTER STATE PARK.

This recognition warms my heart for it speaks for all the 
people of our State to whom I give my heartfelt thanks. Nothing 
could be finer or more friendly. I love the land of Maine and its 
people.

I am sure you all will stand by ma in the spirit of these few 
lines of dedication:

 ̂Man is born to die
His works are short lived
Buildings crumble
Monuments decay

Wealth vanishes
But Katahdin in all its glory
Forever shall stand
As the mountain of the People of Maine. ̂

Percival'P. Baxter
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STATE OF MAINE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
102nd LEGISLATURE

PORTLAND, MAINE March 25, 1965

/ / •'<«? 
At dr. 'Irj

Message From Governor Percival P. Baxter

You have informed me that the members of the 102nd State 
Legislature now in session, have prepared a bronze tablet or 
plaque to be placed in some suitable location as a token of 
their appreciation for my gifts to our State of certain funds 
and areas of f orest land now known as BAXTER STATE PARK.

This recognition warms my heart for it speaks for all 
the people of our State to whom I give ray heartfelt thanks. 
Nothing could be finer or more friendly. I love the land of 
Maine and its people.

I am sure you all will stand by me in the spirit of these 
few lines of dedication:

Man is born to die 
His works are short lived 
Buildings crumble 
Monuments decay 
Wealth vanishes 
But Katahdin in all its glory 
Forever shall stand
As the mountain of the People of Maine.

(Signed) Percival P. Baxter____
Percival P. Baxter

Reproduced and d is tr ib u te d  under th e  d ir e c t io n  o f  the C lerk  
o f  th6 House.3/24/65 - ~
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Governor Reed, officers and members of the 102nd Legislature, past guest legis- 

lorors, members of the Council, and ladies and gentlemen. It is with a deep sense of 

K j.t . ’Ity that I accept this beautiful plaque on behalf of Honorable Percival P. Baxter, 

ir the presence of all assembled in this historic hall, I have been commissioned to read 

a statement personally prepared by the man being honored today.
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T H E  W H ITE H O U S E

W A SH IN G TO N

Ju ly  8 , 1965

D ear M r. Sm ith:

I w as deligh ted  to  r e c e iv e  your le tte r  o f p r a ise  
and adm iration  for the ex em p la ry  w ork  o f  
G overnor P e r c iv a l  B a x ter , and I g lad ly  jo in  
in  high tribute to  h is  im p r e s s iv e  r e c o r d  o f a c ­
com p lish m en t.

H is s e lf le s s  con trib u tion s have in sp ire d  count­
le s s  m en and w om en who have f il le d  the ranks 
of our co n serv a tio n  m o v em en t. Through h is  
dedication  and in it ia tiv e , he has r ich ly  earn ed  
the pride of the p eop le  o f M aine and the deep  
gratitude of A m er ica n s  ev er y w h e re .

W ith ev ery  good w ish ,

M r. Edmund W are Sm ith
D am ariscotta
M aine



Jo h n  D. R o c k e fe lle r , J r .  w h o se  lan d  p h ila n th ro p ie s  

w e re  leg io n , once o b s e rv e d  th a t the  f in e s t  and  m o s t  la s t in g  g if t  any 

p e r s o n  m ak e  to p o s te r i ty  f t1 a b e a u tifu l t r a c t  of land . P e r c iv a l  

P .  B a x te r  h a s  fu lf ille d  th is  id e a l in  a  unique w ay by h is  g ift o f som e 

of the  f in e s t  m o u n ta in  s c e n e ry  in  A m e r ic a  to the p eo p le  o f th is  

c o u n try . He h a s  le f t  h is  nam e on the  lan d  - -  and  o u r  c h i ld re n  

w il l  th an k  h im  fo r  it .

S t& rfart L . U dall 
S e c r e ta r y  of the I n te r io r

!



6.3 Wills and Trusts
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B O ST O N  SAFE DEPOSIT A N D

TR U ST COMPANY
in
i# S 'rr W  

■G"a4 ^
l O O  F R A N K L I N  S T R E E T  
BOSTON, M ASSACHUSETTS 0 2 1 0 6

ROBERT E . D O B B Y N  
V I C E  P R E S I D E N T

Area Code 617 liberty 2-9450

November 15, 1966

The Honorable Percival P. Baxter 
92 West Street 
Portland, Ifeine

Dear Governor Baxter: Re: 1-68 Trust u/lnd. Percival P. Baxter

In the absence of Mr. Rowlings, I am happy to enclose your 
original Will dated September 9, 1966, as you requested over the 
telephone today.

The two original amendments to your trust (1-68); namely, 
the last amendment dated September 9> 1966 and the amendment to the 
trust dated ffey 18, 1966, are now a part of your original trust instru­
ment dated July 6, 1927, and therefore, as trustee of your trust, we 
should hold them here in our vault. However, if you need additional 
copies, we would be more than happy to send them along to you. I under­
stand that you now have the copies of the two amendments referred to, 
which Mr. Rowlings sent you last week.

Mr. Rowlings is expected back to the office on Thursday and 
if there is any further information you need, I know he will get it for 
you.

Sincerely yours, * 1

RED:mha 
Enclosure (l)
Registered Ifeil 
Return Receipt Requested 
Special Delivery



j* o_____  Austin H. Wilkins,

F r o m____ James S . .Erwin

Subject___________________________

STATE OF MAINE
Inter-Departmental Memorandum Date fo r  a  2 4 »

Commissioner D e p t. _______ Forestry ________

__________   D e p t.________Attorney General

Proposed Trust of Former Governor Baxter__________

1968 ‘

It is my understanding the former Governor Baxter intends to 
g iv e  a- c e r t a i n  sum of money in trust , to the State of Maine, and the 
Governor and Executive Council of the State are to  a c t  as trustees in 
investing and administering the principal and incomes of the trust funds.
The trust funds are to be used for the establishment-of state forests and 
the maintenance of state forests under the multiple use concept. The 
F o r e s t  C om m issioner i s  to  have the duty and responsibility of discovering 
and recom m ending to  th e Governor and Executive Council, as Trustees, parcels 
o f  la n d  th a t  c o u ld  be purchased in keeping w ith  the purposes o f  th e  trust. 
The G overnor and Executive Council are to select the lands to be purchased 
w ith  th e  t r u s t  funds from lands recommended by the Forest Commissioner;

!,The G overn or , with advice and consent of the Council, is author­
iz e d  to  a c c e p t  in  th e  name of the State any and a l l  gifts, bequests, 
g r a n ts  or  c o n v ey a n ce s  to  the State of Maine.H 29 M .R .S .A . Section 5 .
I t  d o es  n o t ap p ear th a t  any legislative action would be necessary for 
th e  S t a t e  to  a c c e p t  th e  gift of the trust funds unless former 
G overnor B a x ter  so  desired.

I t  w ould  seem  that a gift in trust should be prepared by form er  
G overnor B a x ter  * s a t to r n e y  a s ,  inter alia, , there would be tax consequences 
to  th e  form er G o v ern o r. Unfortunately, John Willey, the former'Governor1s 
a tto r n e y y  d ie d  l a s t  w^ek. I  believe that we should inquire of the former 
G overnor who w i l l  be handling his affairs in the future. I am o f  the 
o p in io n  th a t  i t  i s  improper for this department to prepare a trust 
in s tr u m e n t u n le s s  form er Governor Baxter gives his express written authority 
to  do s o .  I t  w ould be necessary for the former Governor to clarify his 
e x a c t  in t e n t  so  th a t  there would be no misunderstanding if we did prepare 
such a t r u s t  fo r  h im . At this point in t im e  I think it would be presum p- 
t io u s  t o  p rep a re  any letter o f  i n t e n t  for the former Governor.

It is my understanding that Governor Curtis has expressed the 
desire to have something in his hands this week prepared by this office 
re this proposed gift to the State. v

CL o  <0
James S. Erwin 
Attorney General

o
n . '
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E. S T E P H E N  M U R R A Y

August 26, 1969

Austin H. Wilkins, Forest Commissioner 
Forestry Department 
Augusta, Maine 04330

Dear Austin:

I am enclosing a copy of Governor Baxter's will. 
Actually the provisions with respect to Baxter State Park 
and the large State forest Bequest appear in a Trust Agree­
ment which was amended several times By Governor Baxter.
That Trust Agreement isn't really for puBlication and 
although it might Be of interest historically I don't think 
at this time we should release a copy of it. You already 
have a copy of all the pertinent provisions of the Trust.
If you have any further thoughts give me a yell.

I will Be very anxious to see any preliminary 
guidelines you might have with respect to the project. It 
might Be conceivaBle that either the real estate people at 
Boston Safe would Be helpful or even I might have some ideas. 
When you get further along with it let me know.

With best regards.

Yours very truly,

- '• Daniel T. Drummond, Jr.
DTD:hi 
Enc .
cc George W. Peterson, Jr.



•BE IT REMEMBERED, That I/-PERCIVAL PROCTOR BAXTER of Portland* in  the 

County of Cumberland and State of Maine* being of lawful age and of sound and 

disposing mind and memory* but mindful, of the uncertain ty  of life*  do make* 

publish and declare th is  my Last Will and Testament* hereby revoking a l l  former 

W ills by me made*

After the payment of my ju s t debts* funeral charges and expenses of admin­

istration* I  dispose of my es ta te  asf follows*

FIRST: • I  hereby nominate and appoint the BOSTON SAFE DEPOSIT AND

TRUST COMPANY* a Massachusetts corporation of Boston* Massachusetts* executor 

of th is  my Last Will and Testament* and d irec t th a t i t  sh a ll not be required 

to give or furnish any bond or bonds.

SECOND: Years ago I  established a Trust Agreement with the said  BOSTON

SAFE DEPOSIT AND TRUST COMPANY which i s  now in  fu ll  force and effect* and 

which* under the terms and provisions of said Trust Agreement as amended* 

controls not only the care and custody of the bulk of my estate* but also the 

d is trib u tio n  of the bulk of my es ta te . *

THIRD; After my death* I  d irec t my executor to  have my body cremated*

and to  have the ashes thereof taken to  Baxter Peak* the summit of Mt. X&tahdin* 

and there scattered to  the four winds.

My executor sh a ll have my headstone now in  Evergreen Cemetery* 

Portland* Maine* marked with the year and date of my death.

FOURTH; Except for the few a r tic le s  I  have disposed of in  said Trust

Agreement* I  d irec t my executor t o ’s e l l  "at p rivate  sale my re a l estate  situat' ' 

in  the State of Maine; my automobile; and a l l  my fu rn itu re , fix tu res and equip­

ment located in  my house a t 92 Ifest Street* Portland* Maine* and in  my office 

located a t  655 Congress Street* Portland* Maine* a t such time and in  such
11
j maimer as in  i t s  opinion w ill best serve the in te re s ts  of my estate*

| FIFTH; 1 give, bequeath and devise to' the STATE OF MAINE any land I

| may own in  Cortes* Montezuma County* • Colorado. The- STATS OF MAINE should be

-  1 -
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mindful to promptly, estab lish  i t s  t i t l e  to th is  property, and be mindful to  

pay the local taxes on th is  land promptly each year.

SIXTH; I  have donated in  TRUST to  the STATE OF MAINE the fo rest lands

hereinafter se t fo rth , and the same has been accepted by the several State 

Legislatures with the approval of the several Governors, a l l  as described in  

the Laws of Maine, and subject to a l l  the Trusts and conditions therein con­

tained; .

. Townships three (3), four (4 ), five  (5). and s ix  (6),
Range nine (9)* (Piscataquis County)

Townships three (3), four (4 ), five (5 ), and s ix  (6),
Range ten (10) W.E.L.S. (Piscataquis County)

A portion of Township s ix  (6 ), Range eight (8) W.E.L.S.
(Penobscot County)

Township two (2), Range nine (9 ) W.E.L.S. -  7764 acres.
(Piscataquis County).

This land aggregating 201,018 acres has been accepted to be 

forever held in  TRUST by the STATE OF MAINE for the benefit of the People of 

Maine for Public Forest, Public Park and Public Recreational purposes only, and 

the same forever to  be known and designated by the STATE OF MAINE on i t s  

o ff ic ia l  maps and records as B̂AXTER STATE PARK1*.:

In addition to these g if ts  of forest lands to the STATE OF 

MAINE, I have given to  the STATE OF MAINE in  TRUST over one and one-half • 

m illion do llars, the income therefrom to  be used for the support and maintenance 

of said BAXTER STATE PARK.

Under the Trust Agreement referred  to  in  th is  my Last Will and 

Testament, I  have provided other- substan tial funds to be used by the STATE OF 

MAINE to  a s s is t in  the maintenance of said BAXTER STATE PARK; to  acquire 

additional lands for recreational and reforestation purposes; and for the

maintenance of such .other additional lands which may be acquired by said STATE 

OF MAINE. ,

SEVENTH; Uninvested funds or other property th a t I m y have a t the time 

of my decease which has not become.subject t o ‘the Trust Agreement hereinbefore 

referred  to , and any funds which my executor may receive from the sale of 

property as d irected in  th is  Will ovei and above those funds required to  carry

! -  2 - 1
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out the provisions of th is  my Last Will and Testament, sh a ll by my executor 

be paid over and delivered to  my Trustee, BOSTON SAFE DEPOSIT AND TRUST 

COMPANY, and become a p a r t of the p rincipal of my Trust es ta te  hereinbefore 

referred  to .

EIGHTH: Under the Trust Agreement referred  to  in  th is  my Last Will and

Testament, I have provided for a bequest of Two Hundred Thousand Dollars 

(#200,000.00) as follows:

CITY OP BOSTON, Commonwealth of Massachusetts. This bequest 
of Two Hundred Thousand Dollars has been given in  TRUST to 
supplement a g i f t  of F ifty  Thousand Dollars made to the CITY 
OF BOSTON by my la te  fa th e r, James Phinney Baxter, toward the 
erection of **A SUITABLE BUILDING TO BE ERECTED IN THE CITY OF 
BOSTON, TO COMMEMORATE THE LIVES AND DEEDS OP THE FOUNDERS OF . 
NEW ENGLAND. M

NINTH: Under the Trust Agreement re ferred  to  in  th is  my Last Will and

Testament, 1 have provided fo r bequests of One'Hundred Thousand Dollars

(#100,000.00) each to  the following:

PORTLAND CITY HOSPITAL, Portland, Maine 
PORTLAND PUBLIC LIBRARY, Portland, Maine 
MAINE MEDICAL CENTER, Portland, Maine 
MERCY HOSPITAL, Portland, Maine 
GOVERNOR BAXTER SCHOOL FOR DEAF, Falmouth, Maine

TENTH: Under the Trust Agreement re ferred  to  in  th is  my Last Will and

Testament, I  have also provided for the following money bequests;

1 .

2.

3.

h*

ELEVENTH:

Testament, I  have also made g i f t s  to  some of my re la tiv e s , friends and 

employees.

Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000.00) to  the CITY OF PORTLAND 
to  be held in  TRUST, the income therefrom to  be used for 
the care and maintenance of *Mayor Baxter Woods” in  the 
Deering D istric t of said Portland.

Twenty-five Thousand Dollars (§25,000.00) to  the ANIMAL REFUGE 
LEAGUE of Portland, Maine.

Twenty-five Thousand Dollars (§25,000.00) to  the TOWN OP 
GORHAM, MAINE.

Twenty-five Thousand Dollars (§25,000.00) to  the SAINT AGATHA 
SCHOOL, Saint Agatha, Maine.

Under the Trust Agreement re ferred  to  in  th is  my Last Will and

TWELFTH: The references I  have made in  the ”SIXTH”, ÊIGHTH”, 1'NINTH”,

”TENTH” and' ÊLEVENTH” provisions of th is  my Last Will and Testament have been
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AMENDMENT o f MAY 1ft. 1966 to  TRUST o f JtJI,Y SIXTH, Igoy 

This AMENDMENT made tho eighteenth day o f Kay, 1966 by and between 

gSjy.IVAT, PROCTOR BAXTER of Portland, Maine, and BOSTON SAFE DEPOSIT Alin ratis?

COOP AMY, a corporation duly organized and ex istin g  under the Laws o f the Coecou-

iiwealth o f M assachusetts and having a usual place o f business in  tho C ity o f

:Boston, M assachusetts.

WITNESSETH that
‘ • ■ 1

WHEREAS under the Trust Indenture dated Ju ly  6 , 192? 33 amended

on January 20, 1956, August 1 , 1956, January 3 , 1957, March 29, 1957, March 10,

1958, July 25, 1958, A pril 23, 1959, January 30, I960, Kay 23, I960, April 28,

1961, August 2 , 1961, September 28, 1961, October 14, 1961, January 13, 1962,

November 8 , 1962, Kay 7» 1963’, June 10, 1964, August 28, 1964, and March 25,

1966, the la tte r  being the la s t  Amendment, said  PERCIVAL PROCTOR BAXTER
. _ * ‘ -t

transferred certa in  property to  said  BOSTON SAFE DEPOSIT AMD TRUST COMPANY as 

TRUSTEE upon the Trusts therein  se t forth  for the b en efit o f MADELEINE BAXTER

TCKLINSON (now deceased) and others, and did by A rticle TENTH o f sa id  Amended

INDENTURE reserve the righ t to  change, a lte r , modify or amend the TRUST hr 

agreement in  w ritin g o f said  PERCIVAL PROCTOR BAXTER and the Trustee hereunder, 

and
*

WHEREAS the said  BOSTON SAFE' DEPOSIT AND' TRUST CCKPAHY i s  now 

the SOLE TRUSTEE under said  Indenture.

NOT THEREFORE, the p a rties hereto hereby agree th at said  Indenture 

o f Trust dated July 6 , 1927, as amended by said  agreements o f January 20, 1956, 

August 1 , 1956, January 3 , 1957, March 29, 1957, March 10, 1956, July 25, 1956, 

A pril 23, 1959, January 30, I960, May 23, I960, A pril 28, *1961, August 2 , 1961, 

September 20, 1961, October 14, 1961, January 13, 1962, November 8 , 1962, 

ylay 7 , 1963, June 10, 1964, August ^8, 1964 , and March 25, 1966, th e -la tte r  

joeing the la s t  .Amendment*, i s  further! changed, 'a ltered , m odified and amended as 

follow s? .

FIRST: .The "GEFTS” described in  L ist A and L ist B as p resently  

amended heretofore, are now cancelled and made o f no e ffe c t and the follow ing  

“GIFTS” described in  L ist A and L ist B are hereby su bstitu ted  therefore;
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LIST OF GIFTS A

j JAMES P. BAXTER, 3rd 200 shares Fraternity Company and Twenty-five Thousand 
New York C ity, N.Y. (§25 ,000 .) D ollars M

JOHN L. BAXTER 
Brunswick, Maine

LYDIA B. BURNET •* 
Bath, Maine

MARY B. WHITE 
Brunswick, Maine

200 shares F ratern ity Conpany and Twenty-five Thousand
($25 ,030 .) D ollars

200 shares F ratern ity Company and Twenty-five Thousand
($25 ,000 .) D ollars

200 shares F raternity Company and Twenty-five Thousand 
. *• ($25,OCX).) D ollars

ELLEN B. MOYER 200 shares F ratern ity Company and Twenty-five Thousand^.
Cape E lizabeth, Maine ($25jH^X ^ -ib ilh r s*’

Totaling * • 1,000 shares

DOROTHY K. TCKLINSOT 
Portland, Maine

VICTORIA TOMLINSON KEMP 
Cumberland, Maine

MELON N. TAYLOR 
K illin o ck et, Maine

ARTHUR G. ROGERS 
W aterviH e, Maine

W. ROCS ROWLINGS
Boston, M assachusetts

JOHN I . WILLEY . * 
Falmouth Foreside, Maine

RAY W. BURGESS
South Portland, Maine

ANNIE K. PEABODY
Dover-Foxcroft, Maine

JOSEPH H. LEE ' 
Portland, Maine

MRS. LUCY C. SULLIVAN 
Portland, Maine

mSS LUCY E. SULLIVAN
Portland, Maine , ___

!'k. ruth hodgdon
Portland, Maine

MRS. HAZEL B. CONARY ■ 
Portland, Maine

Twenty-five Thousand ($25,000.) D ollars 

TWenty Thousand ($20,000.) D ollars ~ 

Twenty-five Thousand ($25,000.) D ollars 

Twenty-five Thousand ($25,000.) D ollars 

F ifty  Thousand ($50,000.) D ollars ,

F ifty  Thousand ($50,000.) D ollars 

Five Thousand ($5 ,000 .) D ollars 

Five Thousand ($5 ,000 .) D ollars 

Twenty Thousand ($20,000.) D ollars 

T h irty-five Thousand ($35,000.) D ollars 

F ifteen  Thousand ($15,000.) D ollars . 

F ifteen  Thousand ($15,000.) D ollars 

Five Thousand ($5 ,000 .) D ollars

In th e event- o f the death o f any o f the b en eficiar ies herein named in  

L ist A prior to  the death o f PERCIVAL PROCTOR BAXTER said  G ift sh a ll la p se .

A ll e sta te , inheritance, succession , transfer and other taxes o f a 

jlik e nature and a l l  death duties which may be lev ied  or assessed against the  

[property held in  TRUST hereunder at the death o f said  PiRCIVAL PROCTOR BAXTER 

:on account of the G ifts to  those persons named in  L ist A above sh a ll be paid  

[from th e tru st property as a general charge and expense o f adm inistration o f
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lithe TRUST and sh a ll not bo charged against nor be doomed to  reduce in  any way 

th e amount o f sa id  la s t  A Gafts as stated an th is  Amendmenc#

LIST OF GIFTS B

1. To the PORTLAND PUBLIC LIBRARY, Portland* Maine* the sum o f Two Hundred | 

Thousand D ollars ($200,000*00) to  be used for the general purposes o f said  

j Library! the grandfather clock now in  my o ffic e  in  the Trelnwmy B uilding, 

together w ith the Benziger p ortra it o f my father now in  my home a t 92 West 1 

S treet, Portland, Maine, the same to  be hung in  said  Library* I  suggest th a t ' 

sa id  p ortra it be hung in  the Reference Room in  place o f the large marine 

painting now th ere.

2* To the CITY OF BOSTON. a body corporate and p o lit ic  in  the. Commonwealth)

o f M assachusetts, the sum o f Two Hundred Thousand D ollars (§200,000.00) to  be

held by said  CITY OF BOSTON as Trustee in  TRUST in  accordance w ith the terms

and conditions o f , and for the pvrpos#s expressed in , that portion o f sub- 
• * *

paragraph "EERST” o f item  ,fTHIRT3SEHTH,f o f the W ill o f my la te  fa th er, James 

Phinney Baxter, dated October eigh th , nineteen hundred nineteen, and the 

C od icil thereto dated October eighth,, nineteen hundred twenty, wherein he 

bequeathed the sum o f F ifty  Thousand D ollars (§50,000.00) to  the sa id  CITY OF 

BOSTON in  TRUST toward the erection  o f 11A SUITABLE BUILDING TO BE ERECTED IN

THE CITY OF BOSTON, TO COMMEMORATE THE LIVES AND DEEDS OF THE FOUNDERS OF NEW 

ENGLAND.11 • . *

I  make th is  bequest in  TRUST in  order to  add to  and increase the said  

Trust created by ay said  father for the above-named purposes as expressed in  

l h is  W ill. ;

3* To the MAINE MEDICAL CENTER. Portland, Maine, the sum o f Two Hundred 

Thousand D ollars (§200,000.00).. * .

4 . To the MERCY HOSPITAL. Portland, Maine, the sum o f Two Hundred Thousand 

D ollars (§200,000.00).

5. To GOVERNOR BAXTER SCHOOL FOR DEAF. Falmouth, Maine, the sum o f Two 

Hundred Thousand D ollars (§200,000.00).

6 . To the CITY OF PORTLAND. State o f Maine, a body corporate and p o lit ic ,

the sum o f Two Hundred Thousand D ollars (§200,000.00) to  be held forever in  

TRUST by the said C ity and the thereof to  be invested and rein vested ,

[and the income therefrom to  be paid over, at le a s t annually, to  the PORTLAND
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ImITY r?QS?I?AL to  bo used so le ly  for the goneral purposes and expenses o f said  

{H ospital.

7. To the sa id  CITY OF PORTLAND the sum o f F ifty  Thousand D ollars ‘

j(*$50,000.00), the same to  be held in  TRUST by sa id  C ity  to  be invested  in  

sec u r itie s  le g a l fo r  Maine savings banks, the income therefrom to  bo used by 

said  C ity in  caring for and maintaining "Mayor Baxter Woods” in  the Doering 

(D istr ict o f said  Portland.

3 . To the sa id  CITY OF PORTLAND the sum o f Five Thousand D ollars 

(§5,000.00) to  be held forever in  TRUST by the said  C ity and invested  in  

sec u r itie s  o f the h ighest standing, the income therefrom to  be used by said  

C ity in  keeping in  good rep a ir, order and condition the follow ing:

(a ) The Cemetery Monuments on the Baxter fam ily lo t  in  said
. . Evergreen Cemetery;

(b ) The Bronze ta b le t and boulder in  UMAY0R BAXTER WOODS”;

(c ) The JAMES PKENNET BAXTER BOULEVARD MEMORIAL o f granite and 
bronze construction on said  Baxter Boulevard and 
accepted by said C ity.

9 . To the ANIMAL REFUGE LEAGUE of Portland, Maine, the sum o f Twenty-five 

Thousand D ollars (§25,000.00) fo r  the purposes o f carrying on i t s  humane work 

w ithin sa id  Portland, and the surrounding m u n icip a lities.

10. To the T(%#f OF GORHAM, MAINE* the sum o f Twenty-five Thousand D ollars 

(§25,000.00) to  be held in  TRUST, and the income therefrom to  be used fo r  the 

general purposes o f the Baxter Memorial Library; a lso  the grandfather clock  

from the Proctor fam ily, lig h t mahogany, now a t my home a t 92 West S treet, 

Portland, Maine, fo r  the entrance h a ll o f the Baxter Memorial Library a t said  

Gorham, Maine.

11. To the SAINT AGATHA SCHOOL, which i s  operated by the Daughters o f 

{‘Wisdom and located  in  the Town o f Saint Agatha, Aroostook County, S tate o f

Maine, the sum o f Twenty-five Thousand D ollars (§25,000.00).

12. To the STATE OF MAINE fo r  the State Library, Augusta, Maine, the metal 

f i le s  and th eir  contents now in  my o ffic e  in  Portland. These are the m etal * 

mahogany-stained f i l e s ,  three (3 )  sections of four (4 ) drawers each; the bound 

and unbound printed panphlets o f my Addresses 1921-1925 in  my home and o ffic e ;  

the bound and unbound printed pamphlets and manuscripts o f the Addresses o f 

JAMES PHINNEY BAXTER; the large wooden box now in  the S tate Library safe a t the j 

Suaie House iu  Augusta containing the clipping books and manuscripts co llected  

by me from 1921-1925, and my other clipping books co llec ted  since 1920; the



it large voiuse o f “RARE KA?S AMD PLANS” collected  by my father v/hich I  upon

i- request allowed the Library o f Congress to  photograph and copy; the large bound 
•»
jj volumes o f the o r ig in a l “BAXTER KANUSCRIPTS,,,  twenty (20) in  number, co llec ted
ji
]i by my father and now stored in  the State Library safe a t Augusta; and a l l  my

iij other manuscripts, scrap books, clippings and documents; and I  request th at the
if
:: S tate Librarian employ some competent person to  go over th ese documents and 
;j
*; papers ca refu lly  and to  re ta in , bind and preserve those worthy of preservation , 
i;
j th e others to  be destroyed#

Ey TRUSTEE i s  hereby directed to  pay the said  STATE OF KAIMB the sum o f

j? ive Thousand D ollars (§5,000.00) to  be used in  marking, arranging, binding and

preserving said  g if t s  above described under the d irection  o f the S tate

ji L ibrarian.
!l

13. To the STATS OF MAINE the follow ing personal property:

(a ) Small mahogany IBth Century clock lfFugit Hora Ora” to  be 
kept in  the Blaine House.

(b ) Grandfather clock, mahogany, to  be kept in  the Executive 
Department in  the State House. (Clock i s  now in  ay- 
home a t 92 West S treet, Portland, M aine.)

SECOND: The p arties hereto further agree th at the AMENDMENTS and

j»AGRESi*i2KTS dated A pril 28*, 19ol and March 25 , 1966 to  the Trust Indenture o f

Ju ly 6 , 1927, are hereby cancelled, revoked and made o f no e ffe c t.

THIRD: Upon and a fter  the death o f said PERCIVAL PROCTOR BAXTER and

jjafter complying viith th e provisions o f Paragraph FIRST hereof, the Trustee
ij
jjshall continue to  hold the remainder o f the tru st property and sh a ll manage,

..in vest, re in v est, and adm inister the same fo r  t he follow ing purposes;
ij ------- — ----------- - ‘ “ - ;

\] 1 . To pay th e net income therefrom at le a s t as often  as quarterly

jjto the “BAXTER STATE PARK TRUST FUND11 created by Chapter 21 o f the P rivate and
i;—   _________ __________________________ ..________
j'fSpecial Laws o f 1961 enacted by the L egislature o f the State o f Maine for the
{! i— s_—  --------------—----------—  .. —
•bare , protection  and operation o f the fo rest land known as BAXTER STATE PARK,

:!and fo r  other fo rest lands hereinafter acquired by the State, o f Maine under
.................................................... ...- .- ..... ......................— ..

if̂ he provisions o f th is  TRUST for recreational or reforestation  purposes.

!) 2. To pay over from the principal thereof whenever and as often

•’the State o f Maine sh a ll determine the d esira b ility  o f the purchase or other
,j . ^ *

•accu isition  o f additional lands for said  Baxter State Park or other lands fo r
;• .«, ------------------ —---------
recreational or reforestation  purposes,' such sums as sh a ll he

W riting by tho Treasurer of^the State o f Maine and sh a ll bo certified  to be



•flu sad Y<or these purposes by the Governor and Executive Council of the State of
jj Maine, and th e  members of th e  Baxter State Park Commission and th e  Trustco may 

||req u ire  th a t  any such ce r tifica tio n  contain a siatemonu %nai znb purchase p rice

!;or acq u is itio n  co st of such lands i s  in  th e ir  opinion f a i r  and reasonable underl! - .........-. .......  ......-... ....i. ...... ................  1 ..■.
;!a ll the circum stances.
jh -------------------- —
!• 3 . In  th e  S tate o f Maine there aro largo  areas o f unproductive fo re  si

lands, burned over, cut and rocky, which are of l i t t l e  or no mcĵ ketTvSTiie and
II ............ ................ .............................. ~ .......... ........ —---------- _ _
Ijirfiich may be purchased at a low figure and allowed to  re fo rest i t s e l f  or remain 

jjas i t  i s  for scen ic , recreational purposes, and fo r  experim ental s c ie n t if ic

p forestry. *

AH o f the lands so purchased under th is  Trust Agreement are to  fee

j.forever held  by the sa id  STATE OF MAINE in  TRUST fo r  the b en efit o f  th e People

jjof Maine for development, improvement, use, refo resta tio n , s c ie n t if ic  fo restry ,
j| **"■! .... ...—.. .......  ..  '■* ' **■ ......... '...' .« ...........  r l ' .............. “ **'

!|and the production o f timber and sa le  thereof.
\\ ~

I  hope some o f the fo rest land acquired by the State under th is

ibrovision  o f my TRUST w ill  become model fo rests sim ilar to  those o f Germany, *
ji* --------------------------- -
Ij Scandinavia and elsew here, producing a crop of wood to  be sold  by the Scats, 
ji
•jThe STATE OF MAINE i s  given fu ll  power to  harvest the crop, re fo rest and

ilprotect these lands against damage by in se c ts , f ir e  or otherw ise. A ll revenue
h • ’
i-acouired by the sa le  o f timber sh a ll by the State o f Maine be used fo r  the care
ij * ■. • — — -----------------— ---- ---- -------------- —
jlextension and management o f said  lands.

I  sh a ll be pleased i f  some portion o f the lands purchased w ith my 

funds be made a "SANCTUARY FOR WILD LIFE", but th is  I  must leave to  th e  judg­

em ent o f o thers, 
ji
|! FOURTH; In  th e  event th a t  sa id  BOSTON SAFE DEPOSIT AMD TRUST Cg?.AKY
Ij
lor any successor banking corporation th ere to  should a t  any time and fo r  any
jj
•reason cease to  serve as TRUSTEE hereunder, then a successor Coroorate Trustee
!:jbr a Board of not le s s  than th ree  Trustees which may be or include a banking

I
[^corporation organized under th e  laws of th e  Commonwealth of M assachusetts or
t.
jphe S ta te  of Maine, sh a ll be appointed by the Governor and Executive Council 

to f th e  S tate o f Maine and th e  members of the  Baxter S ta te  Park Commission, and 

[such successor Trustee o r Board of Trustees, as the case may be, s h a l l  ueon i t s
«V- —Ij!
j{W ritten  acceptance o f the T rust have a l l  the powers, d u tie s  and d isc re tio n s  i

h ere in  o r heretofore conferred upon the o rig in a l Trustee.

FIFTH: Notwithstanding anything hereinbefore contained in  the

- 6 -



*

o r ig in a l Trust instrum ent or in  any instrum ent of amendment th e re to , a f te r  the
*i ' *1

death of said  PERCIVAL PROCTOR BAXTER, the present Trustee o r any succeeding

I* Trustee or 3card o f Trustees sh a ll be en titled  to %l o f the gross income
j!
:! received by she Trust as compensation for iu s serv ices. J f the Trust principal

!; should be reduced su b stan tia lly  by tho expenditures o f p rincipal for the pur-'I
poses provided fo r  in  th is  Trust, and i f  tho lim ited  compensation herein re­

ferred  to  should be considered inadequate fo r  the d uties performed by the 

Trustee, i t  "would be my wish that said  Trustee negotiate with J ’Jzz. Governor' ahd” 

Executive Council o f the State o f Maine for a new b asis o f compensation fo r the 

Trustee which may be agreed upon between them*

Except as herein expressly changed, a ltered , m odified or 

amended, said Indenture o f Trust dated July 6 , 1927, as amended January 20, 

1956, August 1 , 1956, January 3 , 1957, March 29, 1957, March 10, 1958, July 25,

1958, A pril 23, 1959, January 30 , I960, May 23, I960, A pril '28, 1961, August 2;
* * * - * *

j 1961, September 28, 1961, October 14,-1961, January 13, 1962, November 8 , 1962^ 

[ay 7, 1963, June 10, 1964 ,  August 28, 1964,  and* March 25, 1966, remains in  

‘f u l l  force and effect*

IN WITNESS mWEDF said  PERCIVAL PROCTOR BAXTER has hereunto sa t his
hand and sea l and sa id  BOSTON SAFE DEPOSIT AND TRUST CCMPANY has caused i t s

corporate sea l to  be hereto a ffixed  and these presents to  be signed in
Robert E* Dobbyn, its  Vice President • -5 

duplicate in  i t s  name and behalf by WilHam-bv-Welbeeh-;- its -  President, there- #

unto duly authorized the day and year f ir s t  above w ritten*

! Signed in  the presence o fI CKtS\ vvfefcu
BOSTON SAFE DEPOSIT AND/TRUST C C -?^  

By
^ V ice President 0" fT /

; H /  ’ ̂ i- *•
j*
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PRIVATE AND SPECIAL 1,941 
CHAPTER 21

Chapter 21

AN ACT Accepting from Percival Proctor Baxter a Gift of One Thousand Shares
of the Capital Stock of the Proprietors of Portland Pier and Creating the
Baxter State Park Trust Fund.

Emergency preamble. Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature the ac­
ceptance of the gifts as offered by the Honorable Percival Proctor Baxter creates 
an emergency within the meaning of the Constitution of Maine, and requires 
the following Legislation as immediately necessary for the preservation of the 
public peace, health and safety; now, therefore,

Be it  enacted by the People of the State of Maine, a s fo l lo w s :

WHEREAS, the State of Maine by several acts of the Legislature approved by 
the several Governors, 1930-1955, has accepted as gifts from Percival Proctor 
Baxter, former Governor of the State of Maine, an area of forest land in Piscata­
quis and Penobscot Counties totaling 193,254 acres known as Baxter State Park, 
the same now being held by said State iN TRUST for Public Park, Public 
Forest and Public Recreational Purposes; and

WHEREAS, the said Baxter wishes to share with the State in part the cost of 
caring for, protecting and operating said area of land in accordance with the con­
ditions in the several acts of the Legislature accepting said gifts as recorded in 
the laws of Maine 1930-1955.

NOW THEREFORE, the State of Maine hereby accepts from said Percival 
Proctor Baxter all of the one thousand ( rooo) shares of stock of the Proprietors 
of Portland Pier Corporation, a Maine corporation also known as Portland Pier 
the same being all the outstanding shares of said corporation all owned by said 
Baxter, ail taxes paid, free from all claims and encumbrances and said corpora­
tion is the owner of municipal bonds, corporation shares and cash, to the value of 
$488,942.64 as of January 1, 1961 which constitutes all of the assets of said cor­
poration ; to be held IN TRUST forever for the benefit of the people of the State 
of Maine and to be known as Baxter State Park Trust Fund the principal thereof

to be invested and reinvested, the income therefrom to be used by said State 
for the care, protection and operation of said 193,254 acres of forest land known
as BAXTER STATE PARK.

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency cited in the preamble, this act 
shall take effect when approved.

E ffe c tiv e  F e b ru a ry  16, 1961



rK-LVAX-fc Al'UJ OXiLUXAX.

CHAPTER 3 0  '

Chapter 30

AN ACT Accepting from Percival Proctor Baxter a Gift of One Thousand 
Shares of the Capital Stock of Congress Realty Company to be Added to 
Baxter State Park Trust Fund which was Established by Laws ofvMaine 
(1961), Chapter 21, and Administered According to the Provisions of said 
Baxter State Park Trust Fund. :•

Emergency preamble. Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature the ac­
ceptance of the gifts as offered by the Honorable Percival Proctor Baxter 
creates an emergency within the meaning of the Constitution of Maine, and 
requires the following legislation as immediately necessary for the preservation 
of the public peace, health and safety; now, therefore,

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows:

Whereas, the State of Maine by several Acts of the Legislature approved by 
the several Governors, 1930-1963, has accepted as gifts from Percival Proctor 
Baxter, former Governor of the State of Maine, an area of forest land in Piscata­
quis and Penobscot Counties totaling 201.018 acres known as Baxter .State Park, 
the same now being held by said State IX TRUST tor Public Park, Public 
Forest and Public Recreational Purposes; and

Whereas, the said Baxter wishes to share with the State in part the cost of 
caring for, protecting and operating said area of land in accordance with the 
conditions in the several Acts of the Legislature accepting said gifts as recorded 
in the Laws of Maine 1930-1963.

Now, therefore, the State of Maine hereby accepts from said Percival Proctor 
Baxter all of the one thousand (1,000) shares of stock of the Congress Realty 
Company, a Maine Corporation, the same being all the outstanding shares of 
said corporation all owned by said Baxter, all taxes paid, free from all claims 
and encumbrances and said corporation is the owner of municipal bonds, cor­
poration shares and cash, to the value of $1,106,213.42 as of February 2, 1965, 
which constitutes all of the assets of. said corporation; to lie held IX TRUST 
forever for the benefit of the people of the State of Maine and to he added to 
Baxter State Park Trust Fund the principal thereof to he invested and rein­
vested. the income therefrom to he used by said State for the care, protection and 
operation of said 201.018 acres of forest land known as BAXTER S T A T E  
PARK as provided in Laws of Maine (1961). Chapter 21, and administered 
according to the provisions of said Baxter State Park Trust Fund.

1
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